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TO ^the public. 


hope wc may congratulate our Reader: ony 
^ ^ the appearances which the afpeft of affairs/ ^ 
difaftrous as they have been, has recently taken, and I 
which we conceive promifes a nearer profpeft of Peace, 
than the continental occurrences of the year in its com- 
mencement gave reafon to expefi. It would be ex- 
tremely idle, however, to forego that degree of pati- 
ence, which a ftate of incertitude demands, and moft 
of all, when matters'^pear to b<i drawing to a point, 
and when deliber^^^^d decifion fliould be infepara- 
blle companions, ^^he general (! ate of Europe and the 
kndwh and openljj’ avowed diftreffes of the French 
prove that Peace is indifpenfibly nccelTary to the repofe 
of nations, and the general well-being of fociery, but . 
much remains to be adjufted, before the ^and objeft 
can be attained, and it muft afford the moft folid fatif- 


faftion to every Englifhinan for all the inconveniences 
he has felt, and rniift continue to feel, from the expences 
and Ioffes of the war, thathis Countfy has been found 
equal to all the difficulties of the occafion, that ihe has 
VoL. I, A larg^ 
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large ahd’tml&uchecl refources remaining, and can look 
the conteft in tlie face, with the affurance of being able 
to bear its continuance with infinitely lefs dread of its- 
effeA on her finances than any one of the Powers en- 
gaged in it, as allies on either fide thft qucftion, with- 
out taking the common enemy into confidci ation, who 
may almofl: be faid to be gafping in the laft agony of 
Ipolifical exiftence as a great nation. France however 
from the natural fertility of her foil, her immenfe po- 
pulation, and a variety of powtiful co-operative 
Caufes, poflefTes ftronger fprings and fources of rc- 
virefcence, than perhaps any country on the face of the 
Etimpean quarter of the globe can boafl: of. When 
the hour of Peace lhall return to her, we heartily pray 
that the hour of good fenfe, of prudence, and of wifi, 
dom may return at the fame and that fhe may 
learn the ufcful lefibn that dcSineftic tranquility and 
order, and good faith and good wiiQi to other countries 
are the bell fecurities for the reftoration of her agiicul- 
ture, her commerce, her manufafturcs, her wealth, 
and her importance in the fcale of nations. 

Perhaps in the moment when popular licentioufnc fs 
feems prone to lord it over liberty, and to bury free- 
dom in the ruins of order and obedience to the laws, 
!t may not be inopportune to recall to our readers re- 
ooUf Aion, that the free exercife of the prefs, was ref- 

cued 
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cued from the Ihacklcs it had long laboured under, 
by the firm and manly efforts of an individual, (the 
prefent Chamberlain of London) fcarcely thirty years 
^go. Habitual exercife of authority, had at that pe- 
riod mifled ininifters into confounding the conftitu- 
tional right of the fubjeft with the power of Govern- 
ment, and to fuppofe that the latter was able to bear 
down all refiftancc; the fpirit of Mr. Wilkes, the j 
good fenfe and firmnefs of a Britifh jury, and the in- 
tegrity of .a judge* whofe memory will be revered by 
every man, who loves the Conftitution of his ^ountry, 
taught Minifiers their miflake, and gave back to the 
people, what was their original right, the knowledge 
of the conduct of their reprelentatives though the me- 
dium of the prels, and the full liberty of free 
difcuiTion of all publi(:k topick^|;ilhere thej|j^er 
was unqnbiied wiilk libellot^ j^^^ and neither 
"^a fcditious nor treafonable tendency. Since the Re- 
volution took place in France, and f^inciples fubvet- 
five of good order, religion, and the peace of Society 
were adopted on the ocher fide of the watei^ and 
threatened to be forcibly introduced into every other^ 
Country in Europe, the Government of Great Britain 
have fo anxioufly endeavoured to prevent the influenoe 
of fuch principles, that fbme of their befr friends have 
thought they went too far, and that their remedy ex* 

“* ceed^ 


* Lord Csmden. 
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ceedfid the degree of the danger. Be this as it rinay] 
it is evident from recent occurrences that their appre-* 
henfions did not carry them beyond the limits of necef* 
fary precaution. The contagion has fpread, but to 
the credit of the people of this country, it has had little 
efFcdl on the more intelligent of the community, and 
has chiefly made dupes of the ignorant, the infatuated 
'jand the uninformed — The members of both Iloufcs 
of Parliament, who have taken the lead in oppofition, 
have all of them difdained being clafled witli tiie con- 
verts of French principles, and been more loud in in- 
dignation, that fuch a charge ihould be urged againft 
them, than in refiftance of any other imputation what- 
■ ever. The diflinAion taken by them on this point 
fiiews at once their judgment and their regard for 
the conjititution. They have proved that they are 
. anxidufiy zealous, like Mr. Wilkes, to exert its rights 
and contend for its freedom, under the authority of the 
Law, but that they will not for a moment counte- 
nance its abufe. Let us hope that the coming year 
will be at once the returning year of reafbn, humanity, 
and j^ftice abroad, of peace, tranquility and folid 
^'appinefs at home ! 

Nev.'jt 1795. 



CONTENTS 


Woodfall’s Parliamentary Reports, 


. VOL. I. 


MOrSE OF LO»<DS, 

Ofh.ber * 795 * 

K INO’f Spcc.h Page X 

Lords rw(nn in 3 

OuTRACE ON THE KiNO» , 

Speech of Loicl Grenville • 

Earl of Wcrtmoreland 7b, 

Lord Onllow 5 

Addrefs upon the f -hjedl ibh 

Speech of Marejuis of juanfiown 6 
Witncdcs examined ib» 

Mclfagc to Comm./ns 7 

FrUiity, OSlobtr 30. 

Addruss on the King’s Spieck. 
Speech of Earl Mount Edgceunibe 54 

«■ Lord Walfingham 56 

" ■ Duke of Bedford 59, 94, 93 

Lord Grenville 63, 93 

■ ii M Pi ■ ■■■ jMaruuisof Larifdown 

68 , 86 , 88 
Earl of Mansfield • 75 

y— — • Earl of Darnly * 76 

L - Duke of Oral ton 77 

Marquio Towifend 79, 87, 89 


Earl of Lauderdale Pa?e79,8$ 

. 11-. Earl Spencer So, 86, 94 
II ,*n — Lord Hawkefljury 87 

. ■ ■■ . Lord Cbanccllor 88, 89 

. .. - Bp. of Roebefter 89 

Duke of Norfolk • dz 

Saturday, Oil* 3 ^" 

Add'cfs Piefcnted 9® 

^ddref and hi» Majcfl.y’a Anfwer 

99, ic6 

frednefday, Nuvrmler ^ 

Copies of Treaties with the Em- 
prefs of Rnflia and the £mpC 4 :or^ / A 
and Ratification of Treaty 
Commerce with America, laiti 
on the Table ^ 

Thank^ to Admiral Lord Brid- %, 

port. Sip Allan Gaxdncr, 1 ord 
Hugh Seymour, »hc Officers and 
Seninon, dcc.for their conaudt ia 
the victory oyer the encniy 
the a. 3 d of June 

Speech of Earl Spencet ii. 

• ' M i» ■ Lord Romney . tk» 



CONTHNTS:. 


F) ictayy 6. 


Frlifay^ t". 


Bill for the Safety and 
pREt^RVATluK or HiS Ma- 
jesTy’s Person ac^^inst 
S ftniTlOOS AND Treason- 
ATJLF. Attempts. Prge 127 
Speech of Lord Grenville ii. 134. 

■ — Earl of Lauderdale 129^ 138 

»■■■ - Duke of Bedfotd 136 

Earl of Radnor i&. 

— I ■ Earl of Hopetoun ih. 

^Ui'Jduy^ Ngv. Io« 

PctitioTn from Bath . 140 

1 Tr EAsoi; Bill. 

Spech of j^ord Gicir/iJIu ih. 

Lord 'Thui low 14^ 

■" ■' Duke of Bedf.)rd ih, 165 

■ I ' ' Earl of 1-audcidale 

162, I 4 U, 153, 159 

— ■ The Lord Prcfidcnt 1 ? i 

' Lord Grenville 158, 160 
»■' « ■' Lord Thurlovv lb. 

- " . Duke of Norfolk 162 

■ - « Eatl of Abingdon 163 

^ ' Duke of Lecdi 164 

— - Marquis TownP-nd 165 

Lili of the Minoiity ib. 


TFedvfJdayf Nov, 11. 

Tteason Bill in Committee. 
Speech of Lord GienviUe 

203, 204 ,205, 209 

■ ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ Duke of Leeds tb* 

— £a 1 1 of Laudervl ale 204 

■ ■ ' Duke of Leeds 205, ioS 

■ Lord ChanceiJrr 

jb 206, 211, 2T2. 213 
■■■■ " ■ ■ Lord Thurb'.v 206 

■ Ea >-1 of Lauderdale 

2 o 3 , 211 

Bifliop of Rochefter 

2or 2i4»rj5 
Eail of Cam tvou 7 iz 

— X Duke of Bed ■ . -rd 2 j 2 14 


Jr. 




r[day, 

^per h 

r — — Lord Cliancciku' 

/ Duke of Bedford 

■, Grenvi-ir 


PORT OF Bill. 

pee li of tlu' Duke ot Lecus 


21/ 

ib, 
ih, 2 J q 
2-8 


IVTotton for P^PE^, 

Speech of the Lari ot LanderJale | 
Page 239, 240, 247’ 
— — Lord Grenv'il'e 239,241 

■ " ■ Lord Chancellor 241 

Treason Bitl , 242 

SpeecAof the tar! of Lauderdale 

•h 243,251,259 

■ ■ Earl of Mansfii id ih 244 

■ Lord H.uvkcfhuiv 244 

'■ «■ Earl ot H t.niii ib. 

■ ■ ■■ Duke of Bevumd 

245, 2i;i, 2*^9 
. ■ - I. Lord Girir.iHe 245, 256 

■ ■— Kilhcp . t R(...Iicflir 2.^7, 261 

.. - fail of Abiij^d ui 2‘;9 

DU hv)u z‘ol 

Protes'i ¥1-o:> Tulason Bill zh^ 

U'.dnciday<t AVr. iS, 

Land and I.l dt Tax Bills lead 3! g 

19. 

Heard ('ounfd on Wakeman'". 
Divorce Bill 32 f 

I'lJ'iyt No'r. 7 r. 

Sat '^n ChanJoi Caufe and afKrm- 
cd Judgement 3^53 

Read La >'-«1 and MAt Tax Eiil 
a ih’id 1 line dv. 

Mondt'Vf Xv'n<7f. 23. 

Roya: fiTfiit givm hy C'om;r,jiilo'( 
rn i,i:,d and Malt 'lax and 
, th:.. oJkt BiiL 4^2 


DOUSE Oh (TIMMON"" 


V /Hi’'! day') Cbfebet eg, 1795. 


Kino’s Stffc^i. 


Spec h I'f Lari oi Dalkeith 7 

■ — Ivlr. S’owart 8 

— !\ 4 r S Ml rid an ii 

— — — Wu Jc-nkmloii 16,50 

■■ " ■•*■ ■ Gcne.al 'I'aileUm 18 

———Mi Buxton jl* 

- ■ — ■ Mr. I’oit iHk 54* 


Chamelior of Lhc Exchcquci 37 

Ml cjACS' 





CONTENTS* 


V ESSAOi; FROM LoRDS fiZSlR- 

INC CONFKRFNCE PagR^I 

.'ipcjcii of Mr. Fox * 

ExpLinacion of Speaker 
AnPRFss. 

Speech of ^'■f. ^ViJlaham 51 

— — Mr. Fox 52 

Mvs'a^f >'rom Lord* $t 

CoNFKRf,T^CF RTPORTT'D 

Lift of >*inorItyon Dlvifton on the 
Avidrcfa 53 

Friday f OSlohi'r 30, 

Addrefs reported . 94 

Aniv.er ici ATcfl'a^rc reported ‘ ih, 
Spcsx'h of Mr, Jot kyll 94 

— — — Chancellor o. the Extheq. 95 
h CAR CITY OF Corn ih. 

Speech of Charcelloi of Excheq. ih, 96 

Mr. Iluf/tj. ih 56 

— ■ Conci;'l Smith ib, 

' - • Air. Fox ib, 

Mr.n .*GE KRuM THE Lc OS 
\\ 1 1 11 EviOKNOF OK IHE 
Oi'iRAGf: ON 'I'Hr, Kin« ib* 

Hjtrhd OrUi.f 3T. 

Mot'oii sMajoft)’*. Sp’jct h 

fi 'in tf.o Timnic into Coithdcr- 

aiit'O 101 

/'l-T AVft'wZf; 2. 

Speci i. •■{ Mr. Dun las 
'( lo l^oivi B»''.poit foi liis 

aol' . 1 ijdlai t (L onduil in too 

V i,'h r , i>\ L V tlie Lncmv’u FL’oi 
< p the 2 ^ of Jvine laft., and Vi 
Vi.v Admi.al S'. Alla. Ca.d. 

ncj, R.a*- Admu— Sli J’ 'h 

Sfymv)iir, .»nd lo tli" C,.'^ p 
aue. Oif’^ :r: of the Sa .,1 
Secci’li t>l Mr. Se>.. 

Tu>^jy, Awtw/re 3. 

Lftrer from Vice Adn iia.l Hotliarrj 
in leuirr to the thanks of the 
Hoiiitjitad 103 

High price of Bread* 

Sliced^ ot Ctianccliof of Eychtqner 

104, 115 1 17, 119, 120 


Speech of General Smith Page ttS,ti9 
' " ■ '■ ■ Sir Francis Baring 1 20 

Converfation on Bills propofed 121, la^ 

IVedncjJay, K^v^tr 4, 

Converfation on Corrt'Bnfincfs , 124 

State Papers ptefcated ■ ♦' 1^5 

CoMMl^TE*^0|^SVFf'lC.V. 

Navy propofed ^ 4 dB* 

Speech <if Mr. M.-Roblnfon •^h* 126 
— ■ ■ , Mr. Secretaty Diindas, ib. 


Friday^ November 




Corn Laws , I3S 

Motions, Petitions, Rcpoits, 

Notices 

Monday, Novembe'k^^^ 

Cork . * 

Speech of the Honoumble Dudley' 
Rvder ^ . '' 


ib. 


Mr. Lcchmeie 
M. Fox 
Mr. Huftey 
Sir John Sinclair 
Mr. li^urwcn 


109 
III, 119 
117 
ib. 
ib* 120 


Tuefdoy, November 20* 

Thanks to Adivural Corn* *' 
v/Aii.is ’ 16^ 

Speet.h of Mr. Secretary Pundai ib<k 

Thf King’s Proc t . amai ITOns 
AND Seditious Meetinq 
ri! .. «6j^' 

Sp'-M.h of tilt Chancellor of the'< 
r-ychequer 
— ■ ■' Mr.. Fox 

— — — Mr. Stanley 

f Wdltr^'". Pnjtcncy 

Mr H h.cd 

Mi. :\i. Knoinfon 

Mr, Al'h*'iTjati LuOungtoil 1S7 

— Mr. ^’ilbcifoice iSS 

— ~~ — Ml vI'pi’Uu.' 

Mr. M.i'u 

■ ■ " v'iecvcL. \/ar 

.(. i 

M M Alon'.agn? 

-■ Ml. Dn\t"'n 

VI I, Itouvcric 

Call ot lilt pluufe 
Sp^ ' h of Mr. Fox 
- — JVTr. Sc.rctary Dunda* 

— Mr She idan iby 

tfnj^ChanceilOf of the Ek-- 

chequer 20J, 202 

' Mr. Grey ib* 

Mr. M. Kobinto zoi* 



, WodmJdafj^ 



CONTENTS. 



ifvmmhtr ii. 

;oMblbrTetitl0ii|Mtated Page ^5 

► i > 

Tul^da^^^t>i&imhir i». 

RiixEr oriTNt roos lao 

Speech of lii^. 'Saiggiu., ' ‘ t 3 . 

\IOTkolr^ 4 £o|liijonftii, , ib. 

Speech^ of Secreteiy Dundu 

221, 223 

I' Mr. Grey , ib» 

>■■■ 1 . " w Mr. M. Robinfbn il» 

tUi^LMdWntiamRvflel 
■l iSfi'i ' the Chancellor of the Ex- 
Y^chequer ib. 224 

Lambton 322,224,226 
>fr. Curwen 223 

|r. Courtenay ib». 

• PrandJiiig ib» 

S^f. buncombe 224 ' 

General MfLcod ib, 

; '^IbfTiouaMsETj^a Bill 224 
Speech of Miv Bbmbton ib, 226 

V ei^^Mr. Canning 22 $ 

■y »:Mr. Stanley 3^25, 235 

H p"-* — Loql William Ruflel 226 
‘ ■ iii L i. — . . . 'Mr.,' Sheridan ib, 

Mr. M. Robinfon 227 

^> « i ■ ' ^ I !■ 'Mr* Curwen ib, 

. . ..I ; . . i A ii*Mr. Aldermah Lulhington 228 
« -.!■ General Smith 229, 235 

'h^r. Grey ib, 

n i M ii i ifci> i r Mr-Donoombe 231 

’*>■ > h i Pi. 'iMr. Wilberforce 232 

General Tarleton ib. 

Sir IViUiam Milner 234 
■ Alderman Anderlbr. 235, 236 
Mr. Hawkins Browne « ib, 
\ ■ Load ^UiamRuiTel, who 
mevet'to adjourn ^ 236 

Mr. Harrifon ^ ib, 

Mr. Lambton ib. 

Mr. Secretary Pundas 237 
m Grey ib. 

Mr^Sheridan .238 

OiekionoA Adjournment ib. 
Further Divifiona on the 
BUI ■ 239 

' 'v 

J5. 

TKx TmAViH Bill 
js^^rifKT to tbeHoiAe’of 
COMMONSi' 4 ^ 5 *^ HAVXWO 

pVpLOlbs 261 

. ^ Mil^lwa4iixs8. ib, ' 
fecedl df Mr* Ryder 
mtnA hit, Hhmy s62| Z64 



Speech of Mr. Rofe Page 263, 2 

Mr. Thornion 2< 

Mr. Dent 
Minority on Seditious Meeting 

Bin 266 

Monday t Nov, z6. 

“ Teaksxt o*r Writs. 

Speech of Mr, Dent 266 

OoitN. 

Speech of Mr. Ryder 267 

Treason Bill. 

Speech of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer 268, 269 

*■ ' -Pi Mr. Sheridan ib» 

Pivifions upon the Bill ib. 

Speech of Lord Eardley ib* 

^1 — Sir Wm. Young, Mx« 
Grey, Mr. Fox, Mr. Lambton, 

Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Ryder, Mr. 

H. Addington, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer 270 

— Mr. Sheridan ib. 305 

^ Mr. Powvs 277 

Mr. Jekyll 279 

.■ ■ ■ I Sir James Sanderfon 283 

I - ' Mr. Curwen Ib, 305 

Mr. Attorney General 286 

*——— Mr. Hawkins Browne 289 

— — Mr. Fox 291,304 

— ■ — The Chancellor of the 
Excliequer 297, 299, 3CO, 3c 6 

General Tarleton 299 

Sir William Milner 301 

■ ■ ■ Sir Francis BalTett - 302 

. - Divifion 307 

*l'vej(layy Nuv, 17. 

The Armyi 

Speech of General IVl*Lcod 3c 7 

Seditious Meeting Bill. 
Speech of Solicitor General 3" 8 

■ ■ ■ - Mr. Erlkine 314, 367 

■ ■ . Mr. Mil bank 

■ ■ ■ Mr* Anftruther 

Mr. Harrifon , 

■ ■ ■ Lord Mornington 

— - I ' Mr. Sheridan 

— — Mr. Secretary Dundas 

■ — Mr. Fox ^ 

Sir Francis BaiTet 

— t— ■— Chancellor of the £» 


quer 

4^rd Hood 

— «—• Mr. Mainwanng 
■I—- -■ Sir Jobs Rous 
Divifion f 




CONTENTS. 


Wedtiejday^ Nov» 1^* 

LaBOVRCRS IK Hu$BAKDmY. 

Speech of Mr. 'Whitbread Page 

Starch Bill in Commxttbx. 
Speech of Mr. Foie 37«» 37 * 

■■ of Mr. ^oie 
« "■■■ Gene^. Smith ih» 

HvndxT 

Chancellor of Exchequer's Notice ih. 

Writs FOR Elections *b. 
Mr. Denfs Bill read ib* 

Corn Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moves three Kcfolutions 373 

Speech of Mr. Hulfey ib. 375, 376,379 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
375 « 376. 37S 
General Smith 374 

Mr. Buxton ib 

Mr. Lechmere 16. 

Mr. Lambton 375 

Sir Francis Baring 376, 379 

Mr., Fox ib: 

Mr. Rofe 3S0 



7 'burfday, Nav* 19. 


ib* 

ib* 




General Marlcod 

« 3 ^J 97 . J 9 *. m 
Chans^hh: of die Exchequer 

.. »5j.39e. 397. 4<» 

Mr. Aid. Lumiogton 39S 
General Flupatitck 
Mir. Grey 
Mr. Jenkinfon 
Mr. Holle 
Mr. Lfcbmcre 
General Maitland^ 

Lord John RuSbl 
Mr. Courtehay 
DlviSon 



ibm 

39F; 

39 * 

i*. 

ib. 


400 


Mondnyi Nov* 93. 


Corn Committee ^ 

Mr. Ryder brought up Report 
Petitions from City of 
LoNppN 

Sherifis prefent two Petitions 

Treason Bixl, ad.Reading 
Speech of Mr. Fox 381 

Mr. William Smith 38a 
" PiviiioD ib* 

Friday f Nw* 20. 

Petitions acainst the 
Two Bills 3S3 

Speech of Mr. Honeywood ib* 

Returns OF Land Forces 387 
Speech of Geneial M4.dc«)d 

ib* 388, 389 

■ ■■■*■■ Secrerary at War ib* 

■ '■ ■■■■ General Taricton 388 

■ ■■■— General Smith ib. 

— Chancellor of the Exchequer ib* 
Army Estimates 389 

Speech of Secretary at War 

>*• 393. 395 f 39 ®» 399 
General Tarleton 

. 392,' 39€. 399 

■■■ ■■ i.*. General Smith 

395.394*396.399 

Mr. M. Montagu ib* 

iu.- — ■' Mi. M. KQhliiion ib* 596 


Petitions pressktxd frqM 
^ various Places 402, 40J 

Speech of Mr. HlMieywo^d, on ^ 
Petition ft and^ Free-. 

‘ men of Canm|p|fc^ 4^ 

' ■ Lord SbUmmd on Briftol 

Petition ' 406, 407 

— • Mr. Sheridan 407; 

Petition fr6m Chester 4# 

Speech of Mr. Sheridan ib. 

" '» Lord Belgrave siw 

London Correspond. Society, 409 > 
Speech of Mr. Sturt ' 
petition from the Society 4Yj;^ I 

Speech of Mr.'WUberforce 4 *^.< 

Mr. Sheridan 4 »T 

■■ ■ ■ ’ Mr. Canning 41 ^» 4 l# ; 

SpHc;h of Mr. Whitebread . 4xS.<. 
. 1^. Mr. Lambton ib. 

- - - ■ ■ Mr. Martin ' f6- 

— ■ ■ ■ Mr. prey * , id* 

the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer 420 

" - Mr. Fox 

— — — M. M. Robxnfon 42 |;, 

Mr. Powys X 

General Tarleton^ HL;; 

<» ■■ Mr. Courtenay * • 4 **! 

Breach oF PaivlL;A"f 
Speech of Mr. Stuart ifc' 

- the Speaker {I ib. \ 

■»— General M^L^od 
■ the Chance, llor «.<'. ''he Ex- 
chequer ib. 4316, 4^? 

Mr. Baxtou ^ ‘ / Id* ' 

Mr.Jckyll I 4 ^ 4 ; 

die Speaker * ° “ 

Mr* 

Mr. Charles Wyn 



Ml* Fox 


yD^||^\426j^ 

{ r "" 



CONTETS^ ' 


* Mr^ 5 «rjtint Adair 427,42!, 

^ ♦4*'? 

Sfr^ Shetidan 428, 439, 448 

} ' — ' '* f^m 

tfadMAttqriicy Geseral iL 447 



Tst^e 

■ Mr. Sncridan ii* 

-Mr. Attorney Genera] 478 

- Mr. Orey 480' 

• r.AidermanLe 1 V 1 eAl^r 48 z 

■ Mr. Wiltlitfn .Smith " 483 

Otukk ions 


the Secretary at War 429, . 

434.4^6 Convcifaii^n 2^0111^1^484,485,486 
General Smiih 430, 43<''» 437. 


Mr. Hardingc 
Mri Cix-y 
Solicitor General 
Mr. Brandling 
Air. Lambton 
Mr. Barham 
Air- Stanley 
Mr. Vaylor 
Mailer of the Roll, 9 438, 439^ 

44^ 
ce 


HTidtuplayi Jlkmcmher 25. 


43^ 

432,449 

434 Relief of the Poor 
ii>, Noticoo^ Sir William Young 
434 ^Speech of Mr. Whi.nread 


487 
ib. 488 
ib. 
ih% 


> Mr.Wii 
Air. 

A. . 'MoTIi 
‘ Grey’s Moi 
i;'t^^Tl2A8''K Bill. 
'|l%Mch of Mr« Fox 



45 * 

4S» 



'’^SACS, 

453 

%h. 

^ 457 

the Chancellor of the £x- 
uer 455 

Secretary at War 4^7 

Mr. Hardinge 458 

Mr, Alderman FiTcwnham ib* 

- Mr, Sheridan * 4‘9 

• Mr. W.Ibcrlorce . 460 

■ Mr. Grey %}>• 

Tucfdfjfy November 24. 


.Cali of the Hov&e 461 

of Air. Sheridan ib. 

^ Sir William Coilen ib» 

Mr. Grey lb* 462 

' Mr. Brandling ib, 

Mr. Attorney General ib, 

‘ Fox , ib, 

^^^.CoiivE RATION 463 

^Church ib, 

ib. 

.. Sir W^jiam Milner ib, 

<!t«TrTion , Meachakts 
AMD 464 




L 


Sir john 'KoiiS 
Sir Clj.^rlcs Bunbury 
Mr. Lerlimcre M. 

Circulation or Grain 489 

Motion 01 Mr. Ryder ib. 450 

Speech of * 5 r. Sheridan ib. 493* 495 
' Sir Edward Kriatclibutl 

491,492 

Mr. Honey wood i^. 492,493 

Sir John Mordaunt 492 

■■ ■ Mr. Fox 493 

— " Mr. William Smith 494 

— ■ ■■ Mr. Wilmot 496 

the Speaker ib, 

— — ^Mr. Fox i ^*497 

— ■ Mr. Francii 497 

Mr, Vanfitia' t ib, 

■ ■ Sir Francis Balll't , ib.^<)Z 

- ■ I Mr. Ridlc ib, 498 

■ '■ Mr. Coke 498 

- ■ ■ Mr. Wilber force ib, 

— — Lord JohnRuncl ib, 

AlOTlOK TO ADJOURN THE BlLLS** 

499 

Spee..h of Air. Curwen ib. 

- Mr. Harrlfon 506 

■ Mr. Wallace ib, 

Mr. Whitbrv-ad 5;. 8 

— — Mr. J. H. Addington 513 

Mr. Lambton 514 

Mr. Grant 518 

Mr- Fox ’ 528 


Minority who voicd for Mr. Cur- 
' Wen's Motion 


540 


hikine ib, 

I AldeVman Newnham 465 
|]r Alderman Luihington ib, 
r Benjatnln Hammet 466, 

478,4^4 

Hr.i Scriwt Adair ib, 

467*474 

bChancdllcvxif 

469 

ItOiiilow . . 474 


APPENDIX. 

Minuter of the Evidence of the 
Witnefles examined by the Houfe 
of Lords refpeding the Outrage 
o mmitted on the King on his 
way to the Floufc, on ^e 29 th 
0f O^ober 


f 

Treaty' 



CONTENTS. 


Pjigt . ^ ‘ Pag! 

Treaty of ATiIty^-Conanerlfc, ' and rnttfre appojpited to take, inicr- 

Navignt'.on, between HlsJBritan- Lonf.dcraticrh prc&nt * 

nic .Vajclly and the St|):K of yticc of Corn, &c. &c, 

Amci'ica. Signed, Account of tne Net produc<* paid ^ * 

19, 17<)4 15 into tjjc Exchequer of the Duties 

Trea*./ of i>fcnfive ABiMiJdnJe- of Cue toms, in England ^;id . 

tween Ids Br’tannic^|(|^fty«»|!|id ’* S^iotiand, &:c. Jkc. in thefuiair . . 

the Empiefs of Ru^laMNKg > 'quartern, epdhig O^ojll^ev 

February 18, 1795 ^ - 33' ^ 7 'i$ * "Ss*, ' 

Treaty, of Def 'Mfive be- An A count of total ,isrrt,p!r^ ^ 

tween his Britannic X'j5e|y and dvee paid fftto the Exchciiuer,,of ' 

thcl-mfcror of Gcrmany.'^ign- * the Thi'iic^ arifing from 
cd, Aday ao, 1795* ♦ ^ 4I Kevin ur, in thefoui Quarters, 

Report fiom the- Committee ap- ending Oftoher r^, 179^, Jij 
pointed to conflder of the Mt- Actoum of the tqtal produce pal^ " 

thods pvaflifed in making Flour ^^n^o the Exchequer under thd 

from Wheat, &c. iziCde on the Head* of IncIhknts, jn .the' 

a4th of Tunc, I794> with Ap- four Quarters, ending Odlober 

pendix, Tables, &c. ^ 47 lo, 1795. ^ 

Report of the Committee appointed Account of the total 

to examine the feverAi Laws now jvucl into tht* 

in being relative to the Afllze of Duties of Exc isEflPl^gland ' : 

Bread,made Dcccmbei ;2,x, )77a iii and Scotlanci,in the four (^ar- 
Flrll Report of tltc Select Com- ters, ending Odiober 19,. 1795 tif 


woodfal;>s 




WOGDFALL’S 

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

* THtjksbAr, ocrojBEk 29 , 3 

I N conformity to the Proclamafion, publiihed'iriF^e London 
Gazette of Saturday, September 19, the members of the two 
tloufes of Parliament aflembicd in theif refpeitive chambers, 
this day j and between two. and three, his Majelty'^ cams 
tJown in the ufual ftate, and being (bated * bn . the Xhrone^ 
Sir Francis Molyncux, Gentleman Uiher of the Black Ro^., 
was fent with a meffage to the Commons^ requefting, in his 
Majefty’s name, the immediate attendance of that Honoura- , 
ble Houfe in the Houfe of Peers ; the 'Speaker kft his chair^ 
and went attended by Ac members to the Bar of their 
^Lordfhips, when his Majeify was pleafed to open the SeiHon 
With the following moft gracious Speech : , ; 

“ Jlfy Lords dnd Genthmenj 

It is a great fatisfadtion to Me to refledf) that, not- 
** withilanding many events, unfavourable to the common 
“ caufe, the profpet^ refiilting from the general Atuation of 
« affairs has, in many important ref(jl(^s, been materially 
improved in the courfc of the prefent year. 

In Italy j the threatened invadon of the French ha* beo^ 
prevented} ibd they have beetv driven back from, h 
conliderable part of the line of coaft which they ba^ 
** occupied :-^There is alfo reafon to hope that Ae recent 
** operations of the At^rian army have checked Ae pro- 
grefs which they hfd made on the fide of Germany^ and 
\ ^ fruftrated the offenfive projedts which they were purfuing 
•* in that quarter. ' ^ ' 

The fuccefles which have attended their military ope^^ 
^ atiops in other parts of the campaign, and the . advantagi^s 
whjeh they have derived from the conclufion of feparate 
treaties wiA fome of the powers who weve engaged in 
‘ VoL. I. ft ‘‘ Aft 
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. ^ the war# aSre , for from compcnfating the evils which they 
experience ^rom ib continuance. The deftruftion of their 
^ pommerc^^ the . diminution of their maritime power, 
and the unparalleled cmbarraffment and diftrefs of their 
internal fituation, have produced the imprelEon whichi 
was naturally to be expelled ; and a genera! fenfe appears 
to prevail throughout France, that the only relief from 
*Vtbe increafirig preflltre of thefe difficulties muft arife from 
the reftoration of peace, and the cllablifhment of fome 
/fettled Syftem of Gewernment. 

** The diftrafiion and anarchy which have fo long pre- 
< ^ vaited in that country^ h^ve led to a crilis, of wliich it is as 
yet impoffible to forefee the ifl&e ; but which muft, in all 
human grobability, produce confequences highly impor- 
” tant tSpilifJnterefts of Europe. Should this crifis ternii- 
; gate order of things compatible with the tranquility 
. of other countries^ and afibrding a rcafonable expectation 
* of iequfity and permanence in any tre:^ which might 
be concluded, the apj^arance of a aifpofition to ncgociate 
/ for general peace on juft and fuitable terms will not fail to 

’ be met, on My part, with an earneft deffre to give it the 

, , and fpeedieft efted; But I am perfuaded you will 

' agree with Me,*" that nothing is fo likely to enfurc and 
accelerate this dcfireable end, as to {hew that Wc are 
prepared for cither alternative, and are determined to pro- 
fecutc the war with the utmoft energy and vigour, until 
•* We have the means of concluding, in comumftion with ‘ 
Our Allies, fuch a peace as the juftice of Our caufc and 
the fituation of the enemy may entitle Us to expeft. 

** Wiih this view I am continuing to make the greateft 
exertions for maintaining and improving Our naval fu- 
periority, and for Arrying on aftive and vigorous opera- 
tJons in the Weft Indies, in order to fecurc and extend 
the advantages which we have gamed in that quarter, and 
which arc lo nearly conneSed with Our|pommcrcial i;c- 
fources and^ maritime ftrength. 

** I rely lyith full confidence on the continuance of your 
^ firm and zealous fupport, on the uniform bravery of My 
fleets, and^ armies, and on the fortitude, perfeverance, and 
publick fpirit of all ranks of My people. 

The afts of hoftility committed by the United Pro- ! 
^ under the influence and control of France, have 

Me to treat them as in a ftate of war with this 

4 f 'country* 


^ The . 
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‘‘ The fleet which I have employed in the North Seas 
has received the moft cordial and active afliftaj^e from the , 
naval force furnilhed by the £mprefs of Ruflia^ and has 
been enabled effedtually to check the operations of the 
enemy in that quarter. 

“I l\ave concluded^ engagements of defenfive alliance 
« with the two Imperial Courts ; and the ratifications of 
the Treaty of Commerce ^^ith the United States of 
‘‘ America, which I announced to you. laft year, have no# 
been exchanged. I have dire£led copies of d^fc treaties 
to be laid before you. 

Gentlemen 9 / the Houfe of Commons^ 

It is matter of deep concern to Me, that the exi<^ 

^ gencies of the publick fervice will require further additions 
to the heavy burthens which have been unavoidabjy im-i 
pofed on My people* I truft that their pr^H^* will, in 
feme degree, be alleviated by the flourifoin^^S^V^ of Our 
commerc*e and manufaflures, and - that Our expenses, 
though nccelTarUy great in their amount, will, undqr the 
aftual circumftances of the war^ admit of cohfwjerabte 
diminution in comparifon with thofe of .4he prefent year. ‘ 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

I havp obferved for fome time pafl: with the greateft 
anxiety the very high price of grain, and that anxiety is 
increased by the apprehenfioa that the produce of 4;fae 
wheat harveft in the prefent year -may not have been 'fuch 
as effcdlually to relieve My people from the difficulties 
with Which they have had ’to contend. 7'he fpirif 6f order 
and fubmiffion to the laws which, with very few excep- 
tions, has manifefted iticH under this fevers prefi'ure, will, 

1 am fare, be felt hy you as an additional incentive to, 
apply yourfelves. with the utmoft diligence to the 'con^ 
fideratlon of fuch meafures as may tend to alleyiate the 
prefent diftreis, and to .prevent, as far as poflible, the re- 
ncwal of fimilar embarraflinems in future* Nothing has 
been omitte^ on My part that appeared likely to contrib^e ^ 
“ to this end; and you may be apired of My. hearty c<& 
currence in whatever rcgulatims the wiidom of Farliaii^ 
ment may adopt, on a fubje£t fo pecubatiy intorefting to 
My people, whole welfare will ever be tan oMc<St neareft 
My heari.’^ 

AS'foon as his Majefty retired, the Marquis of Wtttefford. 
fin Ireland, was fworn and cook bis feat hy.tliefiyle and .ttle 
Baron Tyrone^ and the Earl of Hepkotth being duly (Wonft 
' took 
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ibci^ (eat as one of die fixteen Peers of Scodatid, in the 
roonjt <of the late L«rd SommerviUe. 

* fThit ceftai^ofiy 6ver, no bufioeft was proceeded upon till 
iialf after fivCf there evidently appearing from the repeated 
con&ltation of his Majefty’s minifters, that fome very patfi 
ticuiar circumftatice had occurred to occafton fo extraordinary 
a delay. At lei^gth Latd GrermUet one of his Majc%’a 
principal Secretaries of State, rofe in his place and &id,^ 
My Lords, before we begin 

When a hint being given to his Lordihip from the tables 
Grangers were deilred to withdraw, and the bar was cleared. 

Their Lordfliips then refolved themfelves into a Com- 
mittee of Privileges, when Lard Grenville informed their 
Xotdlbips that the matter he had to fubmit to tbem, 
previous to^eir proofing to the confideration of his 
Ml^cfty’adillRl gracious Speech from the Throne, was fuch 
as he had |M> ’doubt would be thought to require their im"' 
mediate attention^ fince it equally concerned the pcrfonal 
0dety of the King, and the digni^ and privileges of Parlia- 
aoent. Being inf rnned that bis Majefty’s Speech from the 
Throne muft be firft di^xded oi^ Lord Grenville moved, that 
it be taken into conUderatlbn the next day. His Lordihip 
then briefly Hated, that his Majefty had been grofsly infulted 
in bis, why to the Houle, his ftate coach damaged, and an 
aflault attempted on his Royal Perfon. An outrage fo in- 
decent and’ unparalleled, demanded that their Lordlhipa 
ihauld take fiich neccllary Heps as to their wifdom Ihould 
eppear moft flt, in order to manifell their eal and attach- 
ment to bis M ijcfty, their alarm for his danger and abhor. 
;rence for the authors of it, and their determination to adopt 
tile moft eliediual means of bn'nging th6fe treafonable perfons 
to omdign punUhment, who forgetting, the refpeff and re- 
vereneq due to their Sovereign, had dared to vioLtc the 
nrivilege of Parliament, to difregard its dignity, infult us 
oionQur, and to let the laws of their country at defiance. 

.Tie Bari ^Weftnm elands (Matter of the Horfe, who from 
ti»8 office was necellarily attendant on his Majefty in his way 
to and from the Houfe), sated to the lloufe the particulars df 
the infult and outrage *, as far as they had fallen within his 
Imowledge. Lord 


* Tine p^rdcvlars of this indecent and fcandalous outrage are thus ftated ir| 
tke pvblieitSoAS of the day. 

11)8 MajfAy acci>«i{)anied by the lEarl of "Wcfliijorcland and Lord Onfow, 
] kdafter of HorCc, the otitcr a Lord of the Bed-chamber) uith lus 

atUeMAntfi) wofttin ftate to the Hoefe of feers, elcorteu b) two troopt. of 
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Lord Onflow^ {a Lord of the 3 ^-chatnbcr} confirtmd tht 
report made by the Earl pf Wcftmorclaod* 

The Journal having been previoully ''eQnfuHfsd by his 
Majefty’s minifters, in order tp fipd a pnecedentf v^cli 
might by a fort of analogy, fuggeft a proper mode of pro* 
ceeding in a cafe fo new and unexpedbd, following Ad* 
drefs was propofed, to be followed by a conference With the 
other Houfe to defire them to concur in ihefaid Addrefa* 

The Humble Address ♦ ef the Haneuretble the Loitl>S 
Spiritual and Temporal^ tf^CoMMoNS iH Petrliament 
ajfemhled. , 

Die Veneris, 36 Oftobris 1795* 

Mofl Gracious Sovereign^ 

WE, your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubje<3$^ 
^ the Lords Spiritual and Tempordlf and Commana^ Par** 

hoi fe- jnards and a fih i '* mufqarteers. The concourfe of pedptA Vho attendccl 
on this occinon w'ls attofiilbinaly great. Ai the procd$on proceeded fro^ 
St. James's, moft of ti c zaultitudp exprefted their loyalty and attachsoent to hie 
Majeily ; but miry loudly vocifeiatcd ** No No War I j^tve us Pcate 

and Bread 

^ On arriving it the Horic-guards, the goteyn^ turned ..oc the populace, and 
man} hundreds i\cre fhut mto the Park $ preca ition did not pretenC 

outiJFt , for, in Pnlnment-ftreet, the mob tmulted his Majcily With the moft 
indecorous uid unbecoming language, and nearly oppofite the Ordnance Office^ 
in Mlacc-ptd, a round ftone or bullet wab ihot into the coach, fuppofed 
an iir-gun by lomc vilbin, vih ch broke one of tlic panes of glafs, but happily 
ii d no ther damage, though the i ariof Weftmorcland narro\>ly cfcaped being 
ftiuck by it 

On hi^ Majefty's return, he expeiienced tne fame ciiminal and reprehenfibic 
trei*’ment ; and the mob becoming very riotous, the harl of Harrington gatru 
oideis foi the troops to patrih the Paik, during which time the King IbtpfTla 
hio fam ly ciich to Buckiri^h im-houfc, when the ribble, about hilt way gown 
theAriall, cndcavouicd to r >rce or«n the door vt thft carriage; the King, Ibelng 
the dang( r he was in, called to the footmen, who Ipsckom d CO the guaton ; the 
hoile immediately galloped oown the paik, refeued M''^J|6lly the mob, 
and efeurted him to ^ckingham houfe, where they continued to vent their 
abufe till dilpe led by the mihtarv. 

His Majeity, amidftthe lurioas ftorm, fupported himlelf on the alarming oCf^ 
cafion with a manly fortitude, which c^d have proceeded only from a mind fo 
puic ind virtuous. ^ 

'ihe mob finding their purpofet f^lftra^d> wreaked their revennsu on thr 
ftite coich, by breaking the windows, and dcmolifinng the fi^iuts cnthc top of 
thateUgaot vehicle. I he damage which they did to * s eiiimatcd at 
hundred pounds. 

* Which was prefented to h’s M jefty at * t. Tdn» » oh Saimday, when hi* 
Majefty was plcaicd to retui n 1 1 foilav lu,, mi f luoa*- \Bfwei* 

My holds and Gtntl i/<eay 

' I receive wi h gieat ph ft t 1 1 *' a < j t en 1 j. 'if of your unifbun 
sc and layalty. I have to Y 1 h tr'^lon D h a^'aicd Ui th \tle6;icihatie an& 
«* fteady if-achmeut of My >(U b%e to h.s ick any other lentltnefit npon 
s* this occdfion than thatoi ^inectn at o ii r Ution ot thttlaprs. I ihaU, 
not fail tn gi\e fuch diret ms is iniy tti i t hnn^ to j|u(bce and pnniih*^ 
** ment the perfons coicciml in «ii ol *'Cr i>d 1 ^eioii^ to the public tratt^ 
** ^uiility, and fo mjuiious to oui e\Qetient. LonLlKutiou*'* 

a Usunent 



t WOODt^ALW parliament ARY REPORTS. [Lon »*- 

** Uament ^flembled, beg leave to approach your Majefty, ^ 
humbly to expgreis to your Majefty our indignation and 
** abhorrence at the daring outrages offered to your Majefty ’s , 

^ ‘paffage to and from your Parliament. We cannot refledfc 
without the utmoft concern, that there fliould be found 
** within your Mwefty’s dominions any perfons fo infenfible 
^ of the nappineis which all your Majefty's fub}e<iis derive 
•* from M^efty*s juft and mild Government, and of the 
virtues which fo cminendy diflinguifh your Majeft} *s cha- 
radbr, as to be capable of thefc flagitious afts. And we 
beg leave humbly to lay before your Majefty the earnefi: 

^ wilbes of yout faithful liords and Commons, in which we 
arc confident we fliall be joined by all dcfcriptions of your 
^ Majefty’s fubJeA^, that yon will be gracioufly pleafed to 
direct the inoft^^e£hial meafures to be taken, without 
dela^j''''to difeoVer the authors and abettors of crimes fo 

A flight converfation took place on this propofition, of 
which iht following is faid * to be the purport. 

The Marquis oj^ Lanfdown^ Earl Moira^ the Duke of Bed^ 
ford^ and Lord LauderM^\sotc a part in this diicuffion. 

The Marquis of Latmmon animadverted with icvcrity and 
;acrimony upon the condud of nuniftcrs, whom he difcredited 
and leprobated upon this occafion. He believed, on his part, 
that it was no more than the counter^part of tht ir own plot ; 
the alarm-bell, to tei rify the people into weak compliances, 
ilo thought it was afeheme planned and executed by miniftcrs 
themfelvec, for the purpofe of continuing thtir power, 
power which drew the Conftitution into their own hands, 
and which he would *noc confider as fafely lodged while m 
their poffeflion. 

In thecouefe of the converfation fevcral points were urged, 
which from mifa^rehenfion by one Lo^d orothef, rcndeied 
Explanation neceffa^, and it was accordingly given, as oc- 
cafion required by Lord GrelAeille and others. 

Four witnefiies of tne trarrfaftion that had paffed in the 
tcouifc of theSmitrage, viz. Mr. Walford, of Pallmall j Mr. 
Stockdald; Bookfellcr, Piccadilly; one of his Majefty's foot- / 
and Kennedy, belonging to the Oflice in Bow-ftricr^ 
were feveraAy examined at the Bar of the Houfe. 

The examination being clofed, a'" meiUgc was fent to thi.* 
<Cooimons nquefting an immediate conference. After lomc 
littil^l delay, the Commons fent melTengers to their Loidlbips^ 

*lGitra(X|;iEr/ mhi/s cxciUdei the whole of the after the Bar had been 
4kftmL ... * 
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to inform them, that previous to thdr^being able to return * 
fatisfaftory anfwer to their Lordihips^ it was ned^iptry that 
their Lordfliips (hould ftate the fubjeA, ori whjich t%y\deiired, 
a conference. This reply' occafoned fome ’which • 

ended in its being refolyed, that a fecond i|^age 
&ting, That the Lord$ deiired a prefen£ confete^ie With 
the Commons, on a fubjeft which invt^|vcd, the fiirety of* bis 
Majefty's facrcd perfon, arid the dignity IW honour of Parlia- 
ment,” 

To this Meflage the Commons agreed, and managers being; 
^pointed on their ^rt the conference took pla^e in the 
Painted Chamber.. The Earl of Afa^sfeld (Lord Prefident) 
Chief Manager for the Lords, ftated the nature of the evi«« 
derice they had received, and the amouht of the proof. 

The conference over, the Commons returned,, to their 
Houfe, and the Lords to their Chanlber of Parliamc^ where 
they foon put an end to their Atting of the, .day^ by agreeing to 
a motion of adjournment. 

HOUSE OF COI^JUVIONS. ' 

Thursday, O^oier^: 

When the Commons returned from the Houfe of jLords 
after having read the bill for the prevention of cla^ipiftiiie 
outlawries a firft time, pro forma^ the Speaker InioiiftwcA^ the 
Houfe that his Majefty had delivered a moA gracious Speech 
from the Throne, a copy of which he bad procured, and 
would read to the Houfe, After the'new members had taken 
their feats, his Majefty’s moft gracious Speech was rfrad ffbm 
the Chair, when 

The Earl of Dalkeith (fon to the Duke of JSuccleugh) rofe, 
and after apologizing for his own inadequacy to ftep forwarfi 
on fo important an occafion, faid, with the indulgence. of the 
Houfe he would (fate his rcafons for moving Addrefs in 
anfwer to his Majefty 's moft gracious fro|n< the^ 

Throne, an Addrefs which he bought the J^^ipn 
counjtry, the circumftances of the war, and the ptaterti^ 
fedion of his Majefty for hist people e^fpreffi^ ja bj^ Speech 
yll demanded. Nptwithftandiag the fuccefs , whieh it 
had been attended, and the acquifttions that had beeri:gaiQed^ 
he could not but confider his .Majefty well in 

feeling the fatisfadtion he exprefted at the improved aiTpeift of 
affairs. In order to fhew that be did jnot ba^d this opinion 
lightly, he delired the Hqufe caiml/ and conllderattiy to 

^ weigh 
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joccuriences of the war, to VteW the lofles the 
. — J^i fuflFered ia the courfe ,of th« War, which 
.^a^/ jfhduoiitf . '^leei' to abandon coi\federacj, and to 
.ca3|^hde.-a 'with the French Republic. On the 
C<^l^eeht,.,^e'^iehc'h' had certaijjiy gained conOderable 
adv^tdgtii«>bae;thev wete |^tty, equidiv balanced by theil 
lbiU|s iil otW In the Eift Indies our fuc- 

lUcceffis had been, uniforaSi' uninterrupted, and highly im- 
pOrtMt. In the-WeR^Ihdlps indeed our profperity had neither 
been fo encotfragjng her lb conrpicuouts, thotigh upon the 
confideced afP^s in that quarnf as abundantly fa- 
^bd tbe ' pti^|ie^ promiltng. 'Fhe commanders, 
''^y expeditions ,had been conducted, he held in the 

4nd 'their merit bad juftly received the appio- 
that. Hbqft. tyas natural to expedi, from the 
^paraHpBkd of btir commerce, that it would be ex- 
pbftia to.o^baflnniir'lofles. Yet, compared with the trade wb 
^ad to phitedl^ the lofe was tiivial. The commerce of Ae 
toemy whs utterly annihilated, and, while they might be oc- 
mfionally AiccefsfulTifi.tbeirjdepi'edatiatDS upon ours, it was 
- impomble that luch lolB^ could be compeniated by reprilals, 
when the enemy had n® trade left for us to annoy. The pre- 
%>|iftowerfid armament deftined to foe Weft Indies, and foe 
higiyjapjtation and talehts of the leaders, to whom the en- 
forpt^fwas. confided, afforded reafon to* expedi the moft bril- 
Kant^and* im^»oWant advantages. 

( H fe Loifdlhip next adverted to the peculiar nature of the 
'^Yaf* , It was a contefi in which every thing was to be ef- 
®te^on. Nothing was to be hopea in the view of 
a'peace, wow the influence of reafon, .policy, or humanity, 

; 1^0*1 the qqndudi of the enemy, who looked only to the 
of, war, and were governed altogether, fey foe turn of 
and foe cafualty of fucrefs. It was nWb^ry, he 
them with a convidlion df their 'inability to 
projeas they had formed, and he was 
difgr^ful Mace would be more mortifoin® 
‘gplbmen,. than all foe evils they could fufm 
yftWbus .^r. The new cenftitution of 
■ V - afthe attainnWnt of parttcpIaF 

< not Calculated, to fepitre the imerefts and the 
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prov^^j^t of our fituatioa fince lai^iyear. It was /ilaie*] that 
recefv^^d:w ^t^}f,.bl 2 ^ it wr^ not rc- 
th^t, at the period alluded to t/ie RepuhJic:ins hnd 
not into Italy/ It .was Jikewife faid, and though 

fini^eirely hopped it wai true, he took it for gi anted, upon 
no oj^r'aulhori^ than that of’ti French newfpaper, , thas the 
arqjy upon the Rhine^ hid fotced to retiie. The army 
of the Rhine, however, had not laft y&ar croffed the Rhine, 
•and now they were . only ‘prevented fiom adv::»cing to the 
Danube, and obliged .to Unnf their progrefs to the Crcrm^n 
Rde of the , Rhine. ■■ We weie now at war wiih Hoiland, 
iipcc laft year, v^hlch might likcwife be thought by his 
Maje^^’-s minifies to contribute to the iinp-ovement of our 
&uat^n. The King of Pruffi^, after hnvlng chcited this 
siatit^, had Mr, .Sheridan faiJ, been vindicated 1*\ i\,c Noble 
0rt;Jthe he was juftihed by thv. nr ceffity of 

bis circumftance^ Spain too, had now fo^faken the con- 
federacy,' '^d p|i0d^d an improvement in our fmiatioii. Mid 
encreafed tbe fatjsfa<3ion of the minifter. In the Weft 
, Indies We had ^at one time thi^e iflands, which were now 
reduted to tvfp. From thc-^ircity ^tth which wc were 
ftr^atened formerly, there ^as now' ah* acfcnow.lcdgcd^fanii nc. 

was aflonifhed how fdch words could be infertcd in the 
fpeech,t and pronounced by bis Majefty whh a. fmite of con- 
feiou^ triumpfii at the very moment when ^lie was carried 
through Oie midft of his ftaiving, dejc<Sled, and even i’orry 
(faid Mr. Sheridan) . >8^ 1 to hear it, befet with his irritated, 
clamourous fubjeSs, ’ The prolpe6l of peace, he fjid, was 
now more diftant than, ever. In the fpccch of the feflioji 
before laft, it was faid, that a contiiluatiori of our cll'orts, 
was necefiary to bring the objeft of the war to a fiic- 
cefsful termination/’ and- at the concHifion of laft fefTion 
bope^ were raiftd ‘/of fucha ftate of order and regular go- 
vemini^t as might be capable of fupporting the inteiitiohs of 
amity iaSW peace.” Now it is faid, that ne^ year will pro- 
duce of which it is impoffible to forefee ihe.confe- 
qilenOes/ like'Ji?«fiprcdi of the Almanack-maker, who 
^;^iiROunces ei^nts of wj|ch all Europe will be the witneft. 
Jealoul^cs, Mn Sh^idan obt^ved, were commonly enter- 
tained' 'of t^Cfijitroduiliou' or Hanovemn Vroops imo this 
■ country, but ha de^Iai^fed, tba;t'j^ fhould have no oblciSlion to ' 
iti^rtthe whp]^ H^veri|n Council, and inftal them in the 
‘ f^ces of his m^^?s,,prefent li^i^ers. Tfety. might ad- 
wlfe him w adopM^ftfres whichidd arajhmeijts or events can 
•mppSflftwd td !ftofi||whj> now re^lath his eftuneijs. I'hai 

virluouji 
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virtuous lady, the Enprcfs of Ru/fia, it is likewise (aid, has 
fent her fleet to the North Seas ^ Lnglifb meat 
and to Jearii the LtighUi difbiplw^y oot tp aifoid a coidfu/ co^ 
dpenition* in any piofeffed oNedi of the war. Jfr hitd been 
faid that fencr*l dikontcnt liquid produce fome change in the 
fituition of the affairs of France fuflferings aiid calamity 
contributed to produce any practical improvemem in tlie con- 
fhtu nn o* a country, he uiflied the pnnciple to be applied to 
ourkbes. And if a f itt ol mtfery, and famine, and diC^ 
content were the guides to a better order of things, the peo^ 
pic of KnglanJ were in the hi h toad of its attAinnient! 

The * imnnent of the Well Indies appealed to him to infer 
t])e 'Jtmoft criminality m the conduct of mimftcrs. He faid 
thitche fleet ought to have faded fix welsksatio, inftead of 
uhich he s certain, that it co Id nOt fet fail for at leaft a 
fortnight, pt 1 ^ p forth ll weeks longer. It had beeq^ remarked 
1/ an lion uuMc (icitlenjan (Mi Stewart), that the mi- 
nilUrs acfed upon no j rniciplts and fet this rCafon they 
memed his confidence. It niuft be confeflfcd indeed, Mi. 
ShenJan iaid, that they difcpvered no fixed principles in the 
conduct of rhe^r'plan^^, or in th#choite of the objeflsof the*r 
exertions. An Honouuble Secr^ta^of State, he meant of the 
War, not of Ae Since we Department, had boalteJ that the 
txpeiliNon to the Weft todies wis a favourite* Tins Ho- 
ik ui able Gentleman was no k dit- errant, he wts one or 
tliofe ^ho wdhed to obt 1 in vduible icqmfition, and 
had no objection to lay ho d in ikand to fwell the num- 
birof our tolonic . A \oungmin (Mr. Jenkin'on), morefm- 
J3U11IC in the cauk ol tnc cmi^iants ana of lonarchy, pio*. 
pofed to march i utly to Pans. He wifhcd to ftn*s.e at the 
heart of the Rf^pul c, while the Allies on!) ftruck at tne ex- 
tremity. lie would nave fafterted on me core, they only 
nibbkd at the jh.J. Indead of pflailmg the capital, thej oniv 
braved tht t ran*- o* NormontiCr and Poitou. Thde di(- 
^ftrous cxpuhiioMs when, the wretched emmants werts^ftft to 
the venjtaneeof thtir liiccn' d countrymen, 'however, teemed 
tCawaktii nofcnlimi nts or 1 lih piidc or rcfbiiumcnt* It 
Was i<t indeed, (aid Mi, Siiei ^a*!i, '’Bntifh blood wh»oh 
fl)utd, but It w s ! ntifli honoin which bled at every pore, 
and t*-^ rnuithLroL.> rnttrj iilcs m ift one day Jlreavy on 
the / //* of the ai ^horsef them, 

t wcie, howtver, detennincd to faVe the iflands, and 
a ckfpcntef effort was to be made, f^r his he hid not 
the Ik ait to lurvey the gloom m which affair*^ are mvqlvcd. 
In M^irtiniqut there was only one regiment of effeftne 

while 
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while the nominal force was fiit laments. He entcrtaine i 
|;reat, doubts of the policy of ejfilarging too much our W eft 
Xndia poiSieffioiis, which could only fcrve to drain what we 
could leait Q)are — men. iS^tOO troops had beem landed m 
St* D^in^ from whence i >500 were fent to Grenada, of 
which, in four months, 14 officers and 400 men were lofl. 
They were ftuffed into hofpitais in the moft deplorable fitu- 
ation, and by the moft unaccountable mgligence in one 
department 01 other, were deprived of the aid both of medi- 
cines and furgeons. From the moft culpable inattention to 
the providing of neceffary tranfports, 90 inftead of 40, Mr. 
Sheiidan tfSid, were put on board each ftiip, without the 
poffibility of accomodation, and the death of the many who 
perilhed in this (hocking manner ought juftly to be imputed 
Co the conduct of Admi.nffration. 

It wa^in vain to conned the poflibility of negotiation with 
any new' ibccurenceS^ and to make it dependent on (o many 
events. Unlcft* the puipOfe of protecting our trade, he 
could not vote a flulling of the money of the people foi the 
profecutiOn of the war. I'his pretence, he faid, was of 
' more conkqucOce than the whole of the Speech, as 4 (hewed 
that the objed of this oouteft was to reflore the unqualified 
n dcfpotjfm of France. He confidered the niinifters, who io 
the days of Charles II, when that weak monarch w^as the 
pcnii< uer of France, not more guilty of treafon th in tiie 
miniftcr who (hould ui the neafurc of this countiy in 
replacing upon the thi^nt 01 i ranee the family oi Bourbon, 
the natural enemies of Butain. We, on our fide of the 
Houfe, coii'inutd Mr# ShctiJaii, h^ivc told ^ou bcfoie, to lo 
as The King of Frufiia had done; find out what government 
t|)e French armies obey, under whole coniman 1 an 1 con- 
tropi they beat the world, and negociatc witn thim : we < 
have told you to do as Spam had dour , wa now tell you 
to do as the J^le^or of Hanover has d^n 
, Mr*^fiherzdan adverted to the Dccl 1 . tion of Louis XVJII. 
He tufptcMjns in hi» own mmd, that 1 C Was in the 
Jierfrt of mmifterk to ad up the fpint of »«, Declaration, and 
Co cftablijlb, if poffifale, ft c old unqualimd lyliemof utlpoiifm 
in FcCnce. Againft fuch an objed he mufl mr kc ins ft nu', as ir / 
as it mijiht go, 'Fo the fuppoit or incic Ic of the n *1 foiccf 
(or the defence of Great rain and hei comnierte, be would* 

' willingly g VC his hca*7 fupporr, but to cftablilh tht- purp ,c 
*,of Lours XV HI. he would noi give a (lulling of his tcrifti- 
Audits’ 4lpl*CJ , tf tt we s u lie as It was fuTpe^ted, that ii.. he. ads 
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of that Proclamation wcrfe this Qoutitry, the 

concurrence and under niiniiters^ :that 

in comunclion with Lours Ws^fhed tp his 

Majefty to exhauft the treaf^^, "antfi:TpUi the; 
country to reftore the ancicstt tyrartj^y; >f tUp lfi:dhch rho- « 
narchy, they deferved to lofe their headi^ -' ‘^^his'hc.^Kad/bc- 
fore roundly aflerted,' land he would it j in his 

mind, the ininifter who ad v tfed Charles^thp Second to enter 
into the pay of France, was not a greater traitor to his coun- 
try than our present minifter, if he had idled as was/ufjiedled. 
Why \yere the race of Stuarts expe||&d from this‘ countrv, • 
but becaufe they entered iifto a Teague with France ? and 
could any league be more defl:ru£l:ive to this cq||itry than one 
with the Houfe of Bourbon, who have been t^'umfqrm and 
inveterate enemies of Great Britrin, its cont- 
merce? No aflociation with:^the Republic,^ cquld.^ fo de«- > 
ftruclive to our intereflrs ; for bever werellme wbr& neigh- ’ 
hours on eafththab the French during tKeir mqharchie$, It 
was ccFUaply ppffiblcy that ihe concliifibns which he had 
made iii his ownimk#, errqnfeous, tut, d® 

he could ,^^dge of the ;fpirit^of t^^intqnc^ons, froift the 
prevarication of;minifters, he belies^^Aat they were fimply 
watching for an opp^apity of effe^ng a counter- revolukm 
for the eilabli/hrnrnt of riioiiarchy, and placing Louis upon 
his throne. This^hc believed was the real view of minifters ; 
and howeycr other pretences may be made ule of *to delude 
the people, or fatisfy the qqalms of fomc fcrupulous. ad- 
h^cfirs, he could not but think they werWIhe true caujfes of 
delaying the reftoration of peace to, thqfc kingdoms, Mr, / 
Sheridan concluded by faying, that^ he wbuld ^ot ^lOye at>y ' 
,amendinent to an Addrefs which hq difapproved of 
however, if any genilepian, (hpuI4;J^O|K>fc 
which would embrace three plaii}|^^ ho wodW have no* 
objection to vote for it j firft,.\<*'That"^ could no 
burthen our conirituents with ^ fShe delufiyd 

and unattainable views of minifters%, 
narchy, or until Tome form of gover^|^t"%otrl#^ 
lyifhed in France, which they i^ay TOkgiiiiC;.|q ^ 

{nible of maintaining the accuftbmed rebtions 
ptace.” Sec^bdly» ‘‘That a ftricl incfu^y fliodd 
tuicd into the cdftdu<3 of minifters ip .the prbfccution 6(:\ the 
war, and into the cauf^$ of the unexampled catl^ities ^hicn 
liave every whe»C attended ji|/' And, tbiaf^fy^v Tlist .thei 
moll fpeedy or hiftahc me^ns fiiouldbe taken fbt puctingi^ari 

'W ' ■ ' end 
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Cili4 to the wii, by dcclofirtg a willingnefs to treat With tho 
fillers of FranLC,” 

Mr. Jfnktnfon rofc ntxt “and' faid, that he could not but 
^tvfidcr the pie^ nt moment as exiremgjy impiopcr for nego- 
tiatton. ' J^p anxiety to imprefs the f louli* with the nccelfity 
* of iannecllate negotiation would only i<ivf ro retard p-ace, 
and CO raife the demands ot our enemies. He confidered that 
there wcic various impouant C'it.fi s ol juilicc and exp dicncy 
in which the war originate 1. '1 he in\ i Ration of the Scheldt, 

. the infulis odiied by the French nriion to evtry civili/.cd 
govtrnmrns imi then zed m ihe propagation of their opi- 
nions. The conduct of the yv i||^hc i I’d, was to bt. defended 
by examining the extent tJFits fiicc<.fs in repelling the dangers 
it was meant H obviate- ^Phis was to be done in two ways ; 
dther by the effect \Fhi-^h the war might produce upon the 
(entimenfS of the people of the intwU jr, or by the preiruic of 
an external forcajidtililing a change in their inclinations .md 
temper. He Jiinmed his fornrijr declaration refpe£ling a 
dired; march of the allied army to Paris, declaring that the 
overthrow of the French f^,ovorhment was not fo chimcrival 
as«tbe Honourable GcntleiSan (Mr. Shendan), inferred by 
his allofion. General jOumouiler, whbfe chararfter as a 
military man 'gi\^es to his opinion, had declared him- 

frlf convinced of the pra£licabiUty of the Icheme, and its 
defeat was certainly in a gaat meafurc occafioned by the 
want of fidelity and of exc u n upm the part of the Alli.;s# 
He contended, however, that confiderable lucevis had litell' 
gamed ; though tkut former of the two <>ojc^*t had fiiK J, the 
latter frerned tjo have fUcccedcd. The filiation ot the p v>jJe 
France in the ehd of 1793 was d<kont, he obicrved, 
irom that of the prefciit peiiod. In 179^ tvy were hiiious 
m tht.i pibfcflipn of the doiSlrines of cqml^y, of the lights 
of man, and of unlimited right of tlct5lion, ukI zealous m 
their propig^tioih I'hcy hail now liiudi ai) iic i their vehe- 
mently of and eXpruifui then lentuncots ‘^with 

indre moamnilmf tnore^rl^fon, and more candour. 'I he 
9 f new confnmtion, ftudioufly ic^r hate the 
Tqrmer ebimera, aAd Ik civ 1 govcrniiKnt upon in^rc lea-/ 
fdmaWl? fo’iiidat! ns. The plan of th 1 confiitution let nc / 
l^cxfjfe more a^pfeeabte to reiJon, experience, and ]Witv- 
^Sboulq this plan be reduced to practice the objection to tn ‘ 
•‘fluc^daftng iHtuie pf the govuiuntnt, wouU be rcino\(d. 
That wc ii ve luaced.d in rVpcll «g the danger with which 
we.W'cit tiaicatCUcd, Mr* Jenkinfon laid, w'An unJumabie. 

I'lOllI 
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From the great c/Forts and;is:i{:^r^nt^ which .marked 
the commencement of tKVwkt^'^i^usVoyalifl: infMrredtiohs 
took place. From thefe alternatives was td 

have been expedled, ei thery rip^&je e&en ly wou^^ been 

unable to oppt^fe the Airiesi;|J%it:u^bunter-revolatfc^ 
have been effected, or tlw a dvil war would %ave burft 
forth. Unfortunately, faid he, for France, .for Europe, and 
for humanity, the lyftem of terror and of ‘Roberfpierre, built 
upon the rights of man, was introduced. .. 

7'hat the war was not the Caufe of that fyftem graining 
ground, he contended was obvious and undeniable. , It wa^‘ 
clear that it owed its credit to Its delufive charms, and fafeinat- 
ing influence over the mind^f tliepepplc, who never reafon. 
Ey degrees they felt its mirefies. rii the dawj of returning 
reafon, they fubmitted to thie, power which freed them from 
the oppreffion under which they had g.r^^|pd, and which, in 
its turn, in due time he h^ ho dp^uSf dbpy would remove: 
'I'he war, he faid', tended t& abr dl^j^ratibn of that 
fyftcm and of jdie.miferies it producea id Fi^ce.' 

The,d|>ini 0 ps bdrlrowed from the w!|||', and frantic declara- 
tidns of French dfatOrs, bad^ propagated and 

mamtaineej in tiffs "coant^, gavb^^^^ of, alarm# 

All ranks of men were jurUnedy|t|'fp^ 
of cxpireffing their -difapproba:tib^l^?OF doSrtnes, and 
their deteftation of them thuft have le^'^tp hoftil ty. SucU 
opinions, could not have been compromised, v^ith fafety to tho 
4fcnflItution. The war, therefore, was eVery way nccelTary 
to the nation. The detemiination offF^’^mce to retain, 
Holi.ind was likewife, he laid, an ;infupcr^jl^ obftacl^ to ait 
'inimcdiatc peace. The indeprodenbe uie bi^ed was merely 
nominal. The States (he called iodei^ndent ;.inuft hav* 
always been fubjecl to her contrquV aw ruled by her in- 
trigues. No man would deny, <W it' w obje£l: of 
infinite importance, he faid^ .prevent Efdftce" gaining fo 
large an extent of coaft as the iTuperiOri^ '^f Monaudapid the 
Netherlands afil^rded. 

to the Weffr, tiic might dn peacVlipi|i^r^ 
war dlffreis us by her cKiizcrs, and felSyled by 
of her naval ftrength tooppofe tiot oidy ffrength„to\ftijfe|^J^ 
but ftrength jto our weakitefs. The lemedy thereft^l^^ 
her cnoi mous ftcquifitions, was be CQijiceivbd, to 
obtain in another quarter fome^ing ib eichpge or tp cbrti^ 
penfaic. It WQpld, Ijt &id|/^)efj^ghly uitni^fer to enter upon 
immediate negotia|tiop,’v^bn a'feWiPpftths might place us in. 
a fituation to treat with greater advantage; In the beginning 
, T. *1^ Mf 
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of this war lie acknowledged that the refloratioii of thfj 
£migrant$, and of thev^^^i^rcKy pbf f'rance wtJre objcdlsL 
that he equally wifhed confidcTin^^ them, as 

be > had done, as infinite importance to the 

country, and therefore deiek?ifllgvpf being attained by war. 
Were It poflible ftill to rdSiforeii^r, he would confider it as 
a fair fubje<Et of war. Though >Ke was one who thought ihi,t 
objedt ftdl a little pi obable, he law no probability of its final 
fuccefs. He concluded with giving his hearty concurrence 
to’the Addjcfs. ' * * 


A4r^ Maurice ^.ohwjp, faid a few words againft the Ad- 
dTefs. , ' 

JlrnWtf/r obferved ths^he received no fatisfaftioa 
from his Mujclty^s fpfeech^ n© latisfai^lion from the Noble 
Earl who moved the Addrcrs,j,ja9r any from the Honourable 
Gentleman who fccjS^ed th^i'motioo. 7'he whole afford- 
ed to hiip^ but a rn^^jihdly^^^rpctSt of the fituation of this 
country, and co^i/lently declare) thbt he had 

received cdfiSppFii^? Whatever from thevRight -Honourable 
- Gentleman who nad,4l);ttled his fpcech intef ib nl^y dillindk 
branches, although opinfona were . by the con- 

'^urrehc© of ThSj; General, ‘‘'it ’was 

true, pbfleflcd\g^^e|r’afiMp'V^d"'‘p«?eirat5o^ #as not 

poflible that hp- every clrcurii- 

ilance. He dec)in|^/fdHow?hg the^R%Kt Horiburiable Gen- 
tleman through h^l^piblcqucnt fpecuiatianS|, as be conceived 
them to be nugatb^.and ndiculoiis; 

Reverting to, his Majeffy^s ipecrh, he- obferved, that W 
fopimcncod with^li ‘%tcmcnt of fuccefs, arifing from the 
prevention of of Italy; but to what 

4ic! . this amountf; oV Wfrn our eyes lo the fouthertt 
armies, aiid we Aquld' fitfd that thofe troops which had 
been hitherto, Kfdlerman againft 
Spain, from the Pyrenees,- 

/to reinforce Alps; and notwirbftanding 

' the the French to the Rhine, 

'he to- confole us in that quarter. 

, granted, to his Imperial 

us in a more powerful degree, 
^ corifeqM(&m energy^ what was liis. 
.what his future hopes? inftead' 
WSpg taken U^xenj^urg, and fecured ii^ith an Auftnan 
; j^rrifoo, whifo^^bis triSfeps made further progrefs into the 
; Prahee; they ha4;been^^^ed to beyond the 

^ and were noW iituated beyohCrc, / c,., 


From 
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From what we are aWe ^rom antecedent con-* 

curiences, fiom the records of 

" Jhiftory, as vvell as our owi>^p 5 |^!|to?cc, *it has always been 
believed that the further an,, l^tittti^^ertetrates through a great 
length of country the mdjTtf*' iii. force "weakened -arid its 
numbers diminlflied; yet hotwithftanding^ this fclf-cvidcnt 
axiom, arniics have been induced by ipepeated conquefts to 
extend their ingrcflions, until convinced of their temerity by 
fome unexpeiSled Sifafter, though of trifling import. Why 
mlghi not General Jourdan, with his^^army of 200,000 meff, 
have a<£ted in a finiilar mattner ? or why might he not have 
rec-i-ed notice of the treaj^cry which began to manifefl: 
itfelf at Paris, and therefore refolve to retrenrh his opera- 
tions, and retire to abide the probable, events, and act as 
neteflitv and circum francos '^ould prptnpt him.- Either of 
ihefc ahernatiyes would as Wtgjjl accdii^ for the impediment 
in his.'progrefi.^^ the caufe.lSid ; 

He next reviev^ed. ithe fituation of ilie which, 

his Hchoursffeie ^irl|nd (Mr. Sherid5»n|;^had dwelt upon with 
hr,$ ,.ufu^l infqrshi^i|||(n, al^h^Mgh, irv^ere -poffible^ that the 
tnultipiichyv^dtf ena'ble him to fpcak 

HjVith (iueb mah. 

, Thd' General' 'bf the expedi- 
tion,; which^ would not 

arrive time its purpo^j;;,r>r if it Ihould be 

4 ble to at^Y ^ he imagined tljit it would not ac- 

cmpbfh more ':tnau.what’.,hW been before accompliflied by 
Sir Charles 'Grey. If the wnq^uefb »of ,St Domingo were 
defigncd, the nttempt ^ abfutd, for 

that place was too popufousj;!^^ |too ftrqngV well 

fended; to furrender on .anjr Indeed, in 

his opiifiOn, it would be aioaf^ tq^i^Oiiquct ll^ States 

of America St. Domm«» 0 , %ut happen, 

• of .courfc he Ihould be agrcc^J^^f^rprif^ii' >; ; 

When he looked to the. he-'dif-, 

covered nothing but defeatii^)e^^:jFi[|^d^m the 

ocean, and regretted when tK5 
her of men empfoyt^d, that the divbra^ 
rot been conducted in a military mahner. He 
Commander &ouid have fiift taken pofleffion bf tbt?i>atjtbtrY, 
and afrcrwardis^^Kcn he found it nd^efl'ary to retreat, lliouid^ 
have adopted fdme means f^' wiihdhiwing the men, and not 
have landed thlhi fo ciW&tjHfo le^vs tbem fn the firft moniei^ 
of alarm p. ' 

P a 


If 
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If milliners had ally AuK the weaknefs and infamy 
of that traiifadion, be exdkhn m the woids of the 

Poet, 

ff y>u confenc vnio ^ac Ln»M«w« 

The *'cnd leftco ueipider fpiNSj 

Would lene to haoj, thcel** 

» 

He then commented on the preP’nt fcircitv, and the 
negled (.f the netice whtch his n>)i oiA'ahle 1 m lends had 
||ycvinufl\ giitn, tl t f^h At. 5.1 i y w is to b ppr'hcnil- 
ed. Great iupplies howeve’* they v.t'ttold, wtie expcilied 
from abroad, though of trie legl beneft derived 'r m thofe 
* great Aippht', thete had Aot yet heen any luinl prjof; 
poverty and dii^rcfs were miprching hand in 5 ipd, and no 
early period of rtltef .ipjsesiret^.^ No* man vntli the lc.afl 
regard* to philofo^itsl enquiry could be Airwifcd af the 
fcarcity^ when he rqi^llefleii' that n.iIlioBjt 4f men wsrc 
fomtcrlytmployidf dn olirit uliutC) who fin^* tjbie war have of 
neesffity been othety^ engaged. In fiMlWnt;, on the bor- 
ders of tile l^hinc, swd the A-rtile ft 'ds Poland, this was 
incontiovcrt bly the cafe, (Upd ^ultfyation was no longer encou- 
raged. Hence it mis'! that the importation of corp 

to other patts Kur<ipP',l|K^4?cr4ufe4 with the fupplies for 
their oan conrump^Kit' and Utds tcarcit) became pro- 
portionately univeim^ » 

In rtgard to Spalti) wh ft ports wetc open to us, and 
whofe navi..s jvere failing under Out flag, me had thought 
proper, at I all, to pcknowl^ge the French Kcpublic, and as 
« bairn r agautft arty lutum ap>rcflioa on tbr, part of tng- 
land, had very pradently St. Domingo to the 

French , another JitJy, the Lqndgrave of Hefle Caflel, who 
had tnifBckdii in parnage and in g^re, had fli. ken hands with 
themj and lejfi: u$ to poniintie thd w. r, and ruin France by 
purlclvef. What flKHild we thirfk of a nun who ruined him- 
felf by going frtppofldyHo miu his ntighbour, or of 

him who to through the body, rcc Ives a 

mortal WtWfid liimMl^ Too cafe was exadfly paral'el, whety 
we flatter^ qurfelves with the approaching rum of France, 
florin thatruifiwe became ourfelves ni'-olved. Away then 
With lEuob Ibphiftry, away with fuch drhifiun, awiy with all 
*the agents of a con opt and pi;pfligate adm^ftration. Will 
the Hotife of Commons liftco any longer to thefe n iftrable 
. manuluSturers of wsu i Fronv our iirft difgrace in b lander , 
|r» oijr pn is 1 1 utiha;^ *ftate o|^ the contclt With Frapee, he 
tto'dabe bo'u tc aifert that we had fuficred tme continued 

icriBS 
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feries of misfortune, of i few negative 

focccfies, and this he willing ta difpum, 

affl,i6lcd, with the 


E^6 the meafure&f’ ive ofn- 


although in fnch an infirm :i^ 
gout. A jiift’)»;inccnf:d ej 
ever we are p!e;f':J to dejpnG 
perh:^ps they mig.it not i 



EnglithT^itn^ 
refining, wc muft 


and t!ic!cfpie, if wc went on t«v.*w 

have other councils and other men ter prop^ tip the/ falling 
Hate. - ' ' 

A/r. Buxton congratulated the Speech 

of his Mojclhy at laft h51d profpl^i: of Peape,^ and 

when the petiod arrived ^ 

fters woula iiot let it cfcafier.' 
corny he .|he Honouf;|1 

war|^^ . 

; ' fcafoii?, btiJC 
feto this 


tiibuting It who; 
two very - unpfody 

would tui1«; its 

fare woufe,b.e 


Mr/ 

read tQ them My me SpeaJ^^^j 
ing the arguments . ' * * ^ 


“uiled th^ mini^ 
Jbigh::pi¥ce of 
in at- ' 





id (MK' 

which ihc firlf inful^g p^.^, 
iniift cx«. itc In the bofhm of pic 
times Qt fpi,it and energy that 
country, would have dr 
the author^of it, Tneiiguatidn 
fulting p^agfi ph. for .It wa« i 
(hooM with impunUy pcr:iH 
profecution of a. war tor 


:r fibar- 
'Addrefi 
ni«r5fieet^ . 
'5^' if;' he; 
what his 
fdrpjSfe 

'the 0IA' 
f this 
were 
tid-^ 

t % 


enough tof^dd onelhiindiijcl 

load tiie peop’o wUh tO'iP m-.liion'....^^, . 

taxes — il was not 6|jonc:'ii io.^jind the atid' 
pk'of th^ country in fnch. Wmann^ as,to make s^olfe^^^ V 
r.vm !>r toem mtsiortune of -rfear^ity' artd wintf ‘ 

they inufl: allt) be’inruhedi^.hy p^i^g||hfo1iisSfeiei#JfS^ 


[^jSp^ch, the iaipudehi'&li^ ^ 


rmpr'dvc’Al ili^W wa^'‘fbeir 
tiuauon wiwt cucuinftauccs were the 

affairs 


in The very fir IP p 
hoo<J, that^.||eir 
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affairs oftht^ country Sitite the Myeir ^ TV^c rc they 

iuipioved from the |\i^ce£^ of the Auftri in nrn v I i is ^ 

fuccefs, whatever h and of which he bdicvcd, 

Mintfliers had perk^t account, was 

not aft impr6ven[ictn, hwt 

in compaiifon wiih the falr^ek; and kirely it coild not hr 
called an impfoV^jmcnt of our fituition^ fincc 1 ft \cir ihe 
Fiench wtiL notin pcfieffiptiof a tmt of ttniioi) lc}()nd 
fhe Rhine 1 hat they tnfeht bt foiC{d to icMtit w»s po(- 
fible, and jvrhips it was^oflible t it incoi p nfun wnin the 
diirtfters wh ch were expe^ied from the tontinmncc^ol their 
fuwccfsful career, thni retread might be conftiu d into an ini- 
ppovement, but *hat it Oiouid come fiom Ins Mr |cfl)\ Mi- 
nifters, who had prcvaiteS on Pirliamtnt to gu irantcc to 
Auftrw, a loan of four mnUoft^ and a half which were to 
procure pofitive Oftthe put of Auftna# wis fomc- 

svh.t cunotj^ They"' hid ^^told Puhameip that, tom the 
variod^ poinordf Oi&htift befwfxn the Adftrian dominion i (! 
Funed^dJbM»£inp4ll(l^^ capable of ferioofly woundn y Iki, 
jf afii(i;eo by CDWti^^and upon thefe repiefcntanoii’-, 
the Hogfc was prev4d|tf<H0Oj^ tobecoqile tbe gMarantee of tms 
mormr^tis thefe rcprelenta- 

tions ^ Inftctld of to penetrate imeo any 

part of the 0t tlM^ound th<.m in any one 

point, they W(iPjn4 t t was an jfft^ovement of ttfeir iitua- 

tion> thfil^tbeFt^b hid receiMiy biSfelfiprLed to ret i it tiom 
pofts of wh{t"h*thj^ wore notift pofieffiOft at the tm e of the 
|;iiraraine«^ toj>roVe<l\ent in Oiir htu ilion, 1 1 the y 

had eXten|s;Utfawdt>ni]in^ the Rhine, tint Man- 

Iiefm bgdultei!| feto th^uf ha^ds^ and that me gi lur put of 
ehe o been pver-run^ It was, fuuly an 

^iftfult of tngbfhmtn, to f»y that in 

this quall|jpii|ATlie w r, there W s ii imp c\enr«;nt in our 
fitdaiion. ebe<.k givfep to tnc 1 renr i m Italy'nvas alio 

irttfodiiced mtattcr of ttiumphj tint is, becauje the 

h^Wt^diRecd^ in a]i th II cx cut ot opeiaiions, 
lAnidl bwtaoTf rafters of tvt p ri ol thecoun- 

tt>ey*liad iftvaded, the iimaioj of Okus !> itain was 
iihtir 9 ver{. Or di(l''Min I'l IS aicaii t > u wuitc th it in i ^c- 
imii tfttitpiriCoa of tiic htuitton of tin two ttu t'iL«, our 
llmtAWd^Iictter th<ih hifl year. It h.id been .'It f 1 y hinw 
fclf and<^BttierSy in the co*iiS» 6f the Uift Seifioii oi P n It lu t» 
tihat there was rtafot. w apprehend^ fcarc uy t . n ui 
the K»<j-n3oih, anij that it was worthy ^he cpiillii, . ' of 

|4t(Vllers befote they picili-d for the coiitinuaue# w a ly li ni 
, that 
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tl] It nccc/Iarily encrcafeJ the |C6nftifDptron, to fee thit th^ 
country was plentifully fuppUed ncceff$ries of likm 

1 hisobfervation was treated with jtSitt lofty ciifdain, and 
in a tone of iid\)lent and haughty intUgiAtiopy the fuggeftion 
wis imputed to a fadliojfS '^W^lou^hib to raile an un- 
ncaiiiry al irm in the ii^lnds of and at a later period 

of the iSti^on, when an Honourable and refpedlabic Member 
(Ml Iljflev ), uigcd the fame iorciWe p rfu liiv a^nnft wai» 
upon intoimation as to the quantity ot grain in the country, 
wh ch he h vd obtained with care, hr was tebuked for ihiow- 
out the fuggeftion, as being Ulterly unfounded in fact. 
How had the event turned out? that thele warnings had 
been moft 1 luentab!) vcnfieditwas not neceflary for him, 
ht believed, now to ftate ^ nor Would it be alleged, that, in 
this particiil ir, our internal iitu^inn was improved, Im- 
pioved * Good God 1 when We reduced to fuch a point of 
TTiikt y, th It, looking into the fituAtion of the common labourer 
fioin one end ot the country t6 the other^ it a meUucholy 
diid a beat t-breakmg fa£t, thit not oiiofn^n out of ten was 
able by his hbour to (parn Aifficient biea^ f6r bim^Jf and hi» 
family ^ Oh, but it fcemed that France was reJuced to a 
iituation of unpafaliellcd diitieiis* this was held out to 
the people of Gftat Bt itaiih ^ Umier of confolation^to 
them. He would not quatred 4il:)t>ut th'b word unp irallelied 
diilrcf$> it might be hut W muil umptUdvert on the 
ft range logic which wklAifed upon the oO|^ot^^fQr the peo- 
ple of this country Were to be told tli 4 t this unparallellcd dif- 
tiels of the French was owfn^ enpi'i^ly to the war; wheres^ 
the d ft»-clles of tngland {lad i[^ottung On earth to do with it ! 
How luch a difference could eattd m the operation of the war 
it was not for him to divine* \n FtanCO their fcaN 

city, all their caljmitics were be imputed ao that in 

England the war had no ifftSt whatever on oiDr In^hal fttuai* 
tion. If the people of this cotlUtry had fo tb^dghly fur- 
rendcied their uiuLrftandings to thd e}oqueiicdt>«if,Minifters 
as to bclieie this kind of logic, htuhM dphO|J|l^a? iWtooffi- 
ble to add any thing that could expoR^lb abturdutyv 

The deprecu non of alEgnats was tkt ^erkfting biitthMof 
all their harangues, brahee was utterly und6ue, Fr^iiOi 
was incapible of all oertion, FraiKe was Completely 
h uifltd in cotxfequence of the depreciation of her affignatl* 
^ his had been the incei{ant ftory with which the Poji^liauient 
and people of this count^ badbccrt deluded from the b^tn«- 
rung of the war, l^aft yeai* they weie told, Qi, France 
could not g!0^ for her aOjignats were at a difcouut of eighty^ 



^tr ctnt, (Tbrne whifpcr, it was 

' l|ot laft ycar^'^biit was faidj. Laft 

the Mr. Fox, it is littk\ matter 

'Whtiiiy'^;/}s to^lbte tlie prccifc 

titnC'dr there''|pphri'0ns|^5^^^i^ fb inceffancly Hind:-, 
ib inteijlintly fepcatt dyTO i^tii^ hvl J forth to the people 

of this country as £i roil r^Js of hope, and To conftantly end d in 
^difa^ointmehti that whether it was l:*ft year or the yc.ir bc- 
^fote, was prciiilely ihx- the When iie was 

tdlci that the aihjiuats wi^i at a ('ii-ouiit of 8o per cer.t. he 
^ceafed to think upon the fubj .-cli !V(^in toe moment that they 
8b per cent, difeount^ it was no longer of confequciice 
?tO fpeculate upon them, i Ail thcorics.of mere arithmeticians 
*^'011 the fubjeefc werfe fiorn tli^Jipttant at air end ; when a pjper 
• currency was at Hq p>'r cc^it%^|icount, it would be faid, upon 
’the mere calcuktit>psibf‘.the^i^\ to be trntamount to extnic- 
' tion, ^ But th^y Ibdt^ to exper^iW and practice, 

^#hen they rtrewdl ter the example of j|^;rherica, a reflecting 
fiatdhi^ \^buld heiit&lc befor he probe>unced upon the luu- 
,|e6t, ait;d1)efore.^)^ delude Ifis country, by huM^ 

ing onluch an as if -the in- 

An?ericahji|& the fallacy 

ofjiere calculation given ai.o.her 

lenon on the p^pirrr• reduced to fuch a ftate 

#' rVv.W «.:>♦' . « * 1 i 

e held out 
June laft. 


: Vcfitiirel 

wKij^" 
:'lyhekf 
ifWpft ev 



i"-,' — " date 01 her 

thiB;;fffi^"btiHiant campaign, lie would 
ihr^Itb^^the of rnankind almoit e;vhibhcd, 

&s had ev^^y- vrhere been triumphant, and 
conejueft, 'fiic bad^ reduced 
^■^erf^jour for IVi-ce, and fee u re 

'' non; A Such was the ifllie of their cul- * 
He w^as afraid, he faid, of fuch 
i^'mcnof common fenfe, after fuch an 
oaicidatc upon 

fnpm;tl^ dcypreciotion df ^!r paper. But it was not 
■ of prcvifions it 

’ continuing the w»ar, ihcj; 



IgCil tliul 

und«?r 
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under fuch a prefliire of fcardty, could rouze them to fuch 
exertions ? Thofe who fiet4 year this argument of 

their diftrefs as a ground put into his Ma- *' 

jefty’s Speech the menai^F^d^. ^e^eprefSon^ that the internal 
fituation of the enemy would make us indulge a hope that 
they were haftening to fuch a ftate of order and regular go* 
vernment, as might be capable of maintaining the accuftomed 
relations of peace and amity wiih other powers, would now 
exphiiii upon what better groumls they held out the lefs pre- 
cife and lefs intelligible hope of the prefent Speech. They 
then faid that the diftreffes were likely to produce a return of 
a ftate of order and regular government, fo as to enable us to 
treat with them with confidence and fecurity. What do they 
fay now ? It was moft material to attend to the words which 
they had put in his Majefty^s mouth. “ 'I he diftradlion and 
anarchy which have fo long prevailed in that country have 
kd to a crifis.^* When I heard thefe words, faid Mr. Fox, 

1 took it for granted that we were to be told the exa£l nature 
ef the crifis, and the good which pyr minifters were about to 
extraft from it. But mark the words : have led to a crifis 
of which it isy as yety impojjiltle to^orefec the iJfucJ** Here is a 
piece of information for the Parliament and people of Great 
Britain ! It goes on, however* “ But which miift in all hu- 
man probability produce.’^ Ay, nc\y we'Come, I hops, to 
the clefirable poin^jj^produce peace, 1 hope— no fuch thing ! 
“ preduce confequences highly important to the inter ejls of Eu^ 
vopeT'* Good God! Mr. Speaker, faid Mr. Fox, is this a 
proof of the improvement of our fttuation fince laft year! 
Docs this hmd out to the tmpoverifhed, opprefted, and ftarving 
people of England a nearen.prdfpeft of the termination of this 
unfortunate war? Laft ycaf their diftrefs was Jikely to pro- 
duce fuch an order of things as would givews aXccure peace % 
and now all that we arc to look for from tfie diftraition 
and anarchy that reign in France, are confequcnces that 
may be important to the interefts of Europe ! What period 
of the eventful hiftory of this wotrderful Revolution has not 
been produftive of confequences im^rtant to Europei Of 
^Iiat change thi'.t has taken place might not the f^me thing 
be faid? When the R^iplutioji, as it is called, of of 

May took place, might it not have been faid, that a cHlis was 
approached that might Have pttfduced confequences important 
to the interefts of Europe I When Roberfpierre’s tyranny was 
extiiiguifllied, might not the fame thing have been (aid ? Upon 
the infyfreAions that have happened, from time to time, and 
particularly on the late infurreifion, in fhoit, on every great 
You h E eve i t 
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event that has arifen in France the (ame equivocal words 
Weight have been ufed by his minifters^ 

What then were the peopld'of.Enghind to underftand from 
thefe words now?* What profp^did they hold forth that his 
Majefty’s mitiifters were to feize on the nrft favoirrablt: mo- 
ment in which they might negociate beneficially for peace 
If they were to argue from their paft condud, they iurely 
, could draw no favourab}e Con^lufion, nor any rational ground 
of hope from thefe unintelligible words. In December 1792^ 
Mr. Foxfaid, he had made a motion^ to which he certainly could 
not, yvithout a degree of egotifm, recur, becaufc he could tiot 
recur to it without pride and fatisfadtion to himfelf j he alked 
whether a n^ociation might not have been entered upen at 
that moment with a greater probability of fecuring a beneficial 
peace to England than now. He had fometime in every 
Seffion fince that period, renewed in one way or another the 
feme motion j and he defired to know whether our perverfe 
continuance' in the proud denial of its being the proper mo- 
ment to negotiate, bad bettered our condition j or, opened to 
ns the proipeS of a more honourable termination of the War ? 
On the conCraVy, had we not from year to year entangled our- 
&lves deeper and rendered the^radiicability of peace upon 
fafe and horiourable terms more hopcieis ? But there was one 
point of view in which our prefent fituation had been regarded 
by an Honourable Gentleman, very mu^ connefted with 
minifters, and who he hoped (poke on the prefent occafion 
authoritatively. The Hohoujrable Gentleman (Mr, Jenkinf- 
fon) had faid, that he was now willing to admit that all prof- 
fpedls of reftoring the Ernigrants to their eftaffs, and the 
Bourbon family to the throne of France was hopelefs; that it 
was a matter of prudence to calculate the value of an obje 6 f, 
together with the chance of procuring it, and not to purfue 
^y obje< 5 f howver defirable, beyond the rational hope of ob- 
thinment. If the difafters of the war bad produced this con- 
viAion in the minds of his MaJ^fty^s minifters and their con- 
nexions^ he who thought that vnfdom was the firlt of hu- 
man o^quifitions, and that prudence in the governors of a 
ftate ^as not merely a moft valuable, but a moft neceflary 
virtue, be willing to allow that^ur fituation was im- 
provecl#'* It was improved, becaufeour minifters Were brought 
lu: length to a conviXion of their error j becaufe they had 
f'cturncd to their fenfes^ But, good God, what a feries of 
calamity and difiiftef was required to produce this reftoration 
df their reafoii ! What a ftate of degradation mutt that Houle 
and the count; y be come to, that it fhould be held out as a 

flatter 
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matter of exultation, and as a proof of our fituation being 
improved, that minifters h^d been at length corredied, not by 
the indignation and energy of the people, but by the confe- 
quences of their own inraediity and guilt. 

What a contrail did thjia cihibit between the prefent and 
the ancient ftate of England, when thd power of controul, 
which belonged to the vigorous undefftanding, and the 
manly fpirit of Engliflimen was extindi, and the people were 
fupinely content to wait until obftinate fury fliould, by its 
natural courfe, corre<9: itfclf.. Oh, miferable England, to 
what a ftate are you fallen, when fuch is the wretched confo- 
lation in which you indulge! The expedition to Qiiiberon 
was one of the grand fources of producing this convi<5tion in 
minifterg. 

He knew not by whom that expedition was planned ; he 
knew not in whofe defperate bofom the idea of the horrid 
expedition was engendered, but it was a fcene over which 
the heart of every manly Briton flied tears of blood; and 
which had done more mifehief to the Britifti ch^ra3er, had 
funk it lower in the eyes of obfervant Europe, and would 
ftain it more in the eftimation of pofterity, than all the reft 
of the operations of this war^ frantic, bale, and inhuman as 
many of its proje^s had be^p. Good God, to think that ib 
many brave and honourable men, among whom there were 
gentlemen of the i^ureft feelings, and pf the moft honour-* 
able principles, Aould be led to maflacre in .the way in 
which they had oeen ; that one of the moft gallant among them 
ihould be denied, in the hour, of dying, the confolation of 
having his letter made 'public. Was fuch an a£l of favage 
barbarity Its would leave an eternal ftain upon England, if 
parliament and the people did not teftify their indignation by 
fixing a ftrong mark of cenfure upon its authors I Yet even 
this lelTon, even the dreadful ilTue of this abominable fcheme 
did not produce tlie efFe<5): upon the miiids of his Majefty’s 
Miniiters which it was calculated to do ; another expedition 
was framed, in wl^icH the Emigrants were to be employed, 
in a defeent upon the coaft of France, 'f'he fecond ex- 
pedition was concerted, perhaps, with fomewhat lefs ' in- 
difcrction, and fomewhat lefs barbarity, than the firft ; but 
it feemed to have its origin in the fame prific^e^, and to 
owe its birth to fame father. It was owirtgf oiily to its 
utter failure that it had jibt been equally difaftrousj for, 
if the expedition to Tlfle Dieu had been carried into cfFeft ^ 
in the fame manper as the firft, the unfortunate perfons tnuft , 
have been equally abandoned^ And yet, though not at-‘ 
E* 2 tended; 
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tended with the fame fatal elFeds as the firfl, the expedition 
had not been without misfortune. Our fleet had been ex- 
pofed to great rifque on a dangerous coaft ; and even now 
we muft either land the fiores upon I’lfle Dieu^ for the 
maintainance of the unhappy peiribiis ftill there, or abandon 
them to the certain, though lingering death of famine, or to 
the more merciful doom of the guillotine. It was impof- 
iible to animadvert upon the ctJhduft of minifters in thefc 
expeditions without (landing aftonilhed at the infanity with 
which they were conceived. It muft now be a matter of 
fecret congratulation to themfelves that every one of their 
prqjcfls had failed, their fucc^fs would have made it im- 
pofiible for them to have maintained the argument which 
they had held that day. What did they do ? 1 hey Jent an 

officer to fummon Bell Me in the name of Louis XVIII. 
the legal King of France, and thus they made their officer 
declare a falfc^ood, a diredl falfehood, as great a falfehood 
as if he were traitor enough to declare that Cardinal York 
was the legal King of Great Britain. But what muft have 
been the confequence if, upon this fummons, Bell Me or 
Noirmoutier had yielded? We muft have landed and taken 
pofleflion of them in the name of Louis XVUI. and this 
unfortunate Prince, juft landed in the place under our au- * 
fpices, would have been ideniifie&' with our caufe, and we 
Ihould have been pledged, to the reftorajtion of this legal 
monarch in his rights. Could we them have had the bleffing 

which was this day held up of abandoning a courfe which 
could no longer be purfued with rational hopes ? We fbould 
then have been reduced to the melancholy alternative of 
abandoning the Prince and his followers with infamy, or of 
profecutiiig his caufe with defpair. Fortunately for mini- 
fters, however, their proje£l had failed, and they were thus 
relieved by the want of fuccefs from the folly of their a£l. 
It was by this* fort df reafoning alone that he could refolve 
the ftrange paradox, of the feconder of* the motion, who had 
[aid that the very failure of the war had produced good coii« 
fequences. If it were applied to our expeditionb to the coaft 
France, it perhaps might hold true, as the confcqucncc 
was a convi<^ion in the breads of minifters that it was im- 
practicable tq purfue the reftoratlon of Louis any more. He 
^id that it was with pain that he took up the time of the 
3oufe with any obfervations upon this kind of reafoning. 
-le was confident that the natural plain fenfe and under- 
landings of Engliftimen, who had always been diftinguifti-, 

:d for their love of dired and J'plain dealing, would fooh be 

dlfguftcd, 
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difgudec], and would rejctSt with indignation and naufea a 
CL?ure that retired fuch reffneilYent of reafoning to fupport 
it. An Honcny'aiblc Gentleman had &id, th^t the opinions 
of the French w^jre certainly ff^cious in ihcnifelves, and 
calculated to intoxicate the minds df the lower ranks of men ; 
but that, in their own nature, they would fooner or later 
generate fuch a tyranny as that which Roberfpierre exhibit- 
ed, which again, in its own nature, would correif the im- 
prellion which the fpecious opinions had originally made. 
The war, then, with all its difafterij, had been fo far ufeful, 
that it had accelerated the conviction which ‘Roberfpierre’s 
tyranny would of jtfelf have more flowly produced. The 
war was a fort of yealt that fermented this tyranny ; and 
thus, in this idle train of reafoning, was the Houfe prefented 
with anoth^ theory in excufe of the war. If men were to 
play with fuch theories as matter of amufcmc[\t, he (hould" 
certainly not contend about them. He (hould then be ex- 
tremely willing to leave them as a very good theme for 
fchooUboys, as the Honourable feconder of the Motion had 
iaid ; but it was a dreadful thing when fuch theories were 
taken up by ftatefinen, and gravely aCted upon as iegitimate 
caufes for plut)ging*hcir country into the horrors of war. 
Such theories might fuit well fot a literary #r a political 
difputant, and might be made very amufing either in a club- 
room or in a pamphlet; but for a man to undertake the 
office of a ftatefman, and to bring fuch theories into prac- 
tice, was fuch an outrage. Hot merely upon common fcnfe, 
but upon moral duty, as muft fhock the heart of every con- 
fiJcrate, and of every feeling mind. What a picture of 
iiuman wantonnefs did it not exhibit, that in order to afeer- 
lain the queftion whether a certain fet of opinions might be 
brought fo much more fpeedtiy into difrepute, it was a good 
and right thing that a hundred millions of money (hould be 
fquandered, and hundreds of thoufands of our fellow crea- 
tures be put to death ! In his mind, war againft opinions 
was in no inftance, and could not be cither juft or pardon- 
able. A war of fclf-dcfcnce againft aefs he could under- 
iiand, he could explain, and he could juftify ; but no war 
^againft opinions could be fupported by reafon, or by juftice. 
it was drawing the fword of an inquifition. How could we 
blame all thofe abominable a3s of bioodlheJ and torture 
which had been committed from time to time under the diabo- 
lical influence of fuperftition, and under the fpecious name of 
religion, when we ourfelves had the prefumption to wage a 
ftmilar war? Who would fay that all the blood that had 

been 
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been fpilt under the fury of religious cnthufiafm, might not 
havcbepn made to flow from the pure but mif^;uideil motive 
of eorrefting opinioi^*,, thatt zealots thoughvVrong, when 
we ourrelves.j(iLU& dar^ to dip our hands, in the blood of 
our fellow-creat&s, on^the mere preteiv^ of corredling the 
errors of opinion? Wcr muft change all the dodlrincs that 
we have been taught to cherifh about religious perfecation 
and intolerance; we muft begin to venerate the authors of 
the Holy Inquifition, and confider them as pious and pure 
men, who committed their murders foi the beneficent pur- 
pofe of correfting the her^fies which they confidered as fo 
vile, and reftoring the ble®ngs of what they conceived to 
be the only true fyftem of Chriftianity, In the fame man- 
ner the prefent war againft opinions was to be entitled to 
Qurefteem, and its authors to be venerated for th^r morality. 
In this war they alfd great conquerors ; they had loft 
towns, cities, nay, kingdoms ; they had fquandered a hun- 
dred millions of money, they had loft a hundred thoufaiid 
men, they had loft their allies, they had loft tlie caufe of 
the Emigrants, they had loft the throne to the family of 
Bourbon, but they had gained a fet of mher better opinions 
to France. Mr. Fox contended, that aftvery^ioment from 
the commenoement of the war to the prefent inilant, our 
rainifters might have negotiated' with the French upon better 
terms than they could at this time; and that our relative 
fituaticui had been gradually growing worfe. The famous 
Decree of the igth November, 1792, was the fiift great 
pretext for going to war .—That Decree, he had always faid, 
we might have got rid of by isegotiation. But, if that 
Decree was an obftacle to negotiation, they knew that the 
difgufting t)Mant Roberfpierre himfelf not only formally repeal- 
ed it, but made it the pretext for murdering Briflbt and about one 
hundred, perfops more, whom he called its authors. Why 
not negotiate after the Decree was repealed? Oh! they 
were afraid of the fafeination and temptation of the French 
principles on the minds of the people of this country. Bat, 
furely, they cannot fay that thefc principles continued to 
be kfcinaiing and tempting after the reign of Robeilpicrrc. 

‘ If ever they had any atiraftion for the popular mind, they ^ 
furely mOft have loft it, and become on ^he contrary, the 
ddteftation and horror of every human being, as exhibited 
under the implacable tyranny of that dcfpicable mifereant. 
Did they make overtures of peace when thefe principles had 
loft their temptation.^ What ! it would be faid, would you 
have treated with Roberfpierre.^ Why not with. Rober- 
fpierre i 
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fpierre ? Dei we not daily treat with tyrants,? He 'would 
have tteated v^h Roberfpierre ; not becaufe he did not think 
his governmentXhe moft difguftiiig tyranny that ^^cr exifted, 
but becaufe j^d nothing;, to do ‘with his tyranny. 

On the 27th of July RoSerfpierre cut ofF, and his prin- 
ciples declared to be infamous. Why did not min ifters then 
make overtures of peace ? There was nothing in their former 
condudl that could give that Houfe or the nation confidence 
in their intentions of making peace whenever the favourable 
opportunity (hould arrive. On the contraiy, they flood con- 
vit^ed of fraud for when an Honourable Friend of his made 
a motion on the 26th of January laft, which it was not found 
convenient directly to oppofe, an amendment was moved, 
declaring that they were ready to enter into a negociation 
whenever there (hould be a government eftabliflied capable 
of maintaining the cuftomary relations of amity and peace. 
Did they offer hegotiation when it was proved by experi- 
ence that France had fuch a government? tt had been 
proved that France did maintain fuch relations of peace and 
amity, for Pruflia had made peace with her, Spain had made 
peace with her, m^y of the States of Germany had made 
peace with her, and among others the KIcflor of Hanot er 
had made peace. The Honourable feconde^ of the Motion 
had faid, that»any one who made an argument, on the conduct 
of the Eleflor of Hanover, and reafoned on it as an example 
for England, would deferve to be Ideated as a fchool-boy. 
He muff fubmit to incur the imputation; for he confefied, 
with deference to the Honouiable Gentleman, that it was 
worthy to be difeufled. He was ready to own that there 
might be fituations in which the conduct of the Elector of 
Hanover, in a negotiation, might not be a ^ model for 
England ; but what was the cafe here ? The Right Honour- 
able Gentleman oppofitc, in fpeaking of the ftate of France, 
fiiiid, that if a peace was concluded with her, in her then con- 
dition, he fhould exclaim, 

Toto ccrtatuixi eft corporc regnJ. 


Her fituation had not changed when the Hanoverian mini- 
fter thought it his duty to negotiate with them fpr peace. 
Would the Right Honourable Gentleman fay on the occafion, 

T Ota certatum eft corporc regni ? 


He did not believe that he wpuld venture to make any f jch 

airertion. 
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dilertibn. Tl>ey had heard that night much parf*gyric on the 
new Conftitution of France, liiey might ajfiioft have fup- 
pofed themfclves fitting irt the Convention, ?/d to have hcaid 
Lguvet, or &nie other author of the new ’'Conftitution, de- 
livering a panegyric on it. All our hopes were now to be 
fixed iij>on this new Conftitution ; he confeffed, for one, he 
was not willing to place much dcpeiulance upon a conftitu- 
tion, of which he knew nothing, ajiJ vrhich had not been 
tried^ but this was the new theory of the day; this confti- 
tution was to be capable of maintaining the accuflomed re- 
lations of peace and amity. Mark the conclufion of this 
argument, that tlie proper time for treating together for 
peace, was to be put oft' till we had experience ot this new 
conftitution; what was to be the term of probaiion he knew 
not; one thing only was certain, that on this new pretext, 
the war was to be continued. What if this conftitution, 
like all their former conftitutions, fliouldfail? Why then 
our hopes of peace muft fail too, and wc muft begin again. 
What a miferablc ferics of fubterfugc and expedient was all 
this! But, fay they, would you make peace with a country 
that changed its conftitutidh fo often? To which, fays Mr. 
Fox, I anfwer, yes, I would; if they changed their confti- 
tution every week, nay every day, if they had feven confti- 
tutions per weel^, I would treat with them. What have 1 
to do with theif changes of conftitution? experience has 
fliewn that neither the iphanges of men, nor the changes of 
conftitutions, has had any effe£l on the engagements which 
they have formed with foreign countries. I will not fpeak of 
the recent treaties they have entered into; but let us look 
how all the fucceftive parties have afted towards Sweden in 
the neutrality which file eftablifhed. The party of Biiflut, 
the party of the Mountain which fucceeded the party of the 
Girondifts; the individual tyranny of Roberfpierre, into 
which the Mountain fubfided, the party wiio overthrew Ro- 
berfpierre, and all the (hades and changes of government 
which have happened (ince, have all with uniform minds ob- 
lerved the treaty with Sweden, and maintained the relation of 
peace and amity which fubfiflcd between them. In like 
manner feme changes have happened fince the treaty wdth 
Pruflia, and it has been regularly maintained. It is idle to 
talk the theory of a conftitution being a ground of de- 
pendence for the obfervation of a treaty; if a rational treaty 
is made, and it is the intereft of parties to keep it, that is 
the only tme and wife dependance which you can have for 
ihe continuance of peace. It was faki, continued Mr Fox, 

that 
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that much h.^ been done to meliorate and foften down the 
opinions of Fr\cc. He afked wHedicr a recognition of therr 
independence, S^d an ofFer to treaty 'would n6t do more to 
bring the people ntry to an amicable difpofition to 

treat than all our failures had hitherto done ? He faid that 
the offer ought to come from becaiife we had made refo- 
lution<?, and had been guilty of the ihdifcrction of coming to 
declarationt that flood in the way of negotiation. Thefe 
mufl be done away in order to bring us to an even footing. 
It was faidy would you leave them the Low Countries and 
Holland ? That Houfe was not the place, nor was the prefent 
the time, to talk of terms. There was no doubt of one import- 
ant fa<5l, and minifters might go to a negotiation with aconfi-» 
dence of that fail, namely, that if France, on account of her 
fuccefles, exa«fled high terms, fuch as were inconhllent with 
the honour and intcrefls of this country, they would be fup- 
ported in the dire, but then neceffary alternative. The terms 
at the fame time in every negotiation mufl depend on the 
relative iituation of the parties. But would not admit of 
that eternal evafion that the time was improper. One year 
we were too high to treat, another year we were too low ; 
and thus the continuance of war was prolonged, without any 
calculation being made whether the expence of continuing it for 
one year was not more than the difterence of terms we might 
expeft between a good and a bad relative fituatidn. In his 
mind every time was the proper time for treating; and it 
would no. be denied but that we had fufFered more favourable 
periods to efenpe than we were likely ^ain to poflefs. When 
we were mailers of Valenciennes and Conde, and that France 
was befet on every fide with infurreftions raging in her 
bowels, that was tthe favourable time to treat* But no, we 
were then too high. What, tieat when file almoft lay ex- 
piring at our feet? Wc fufFered that moment to pafs. Laft 

J ^ear again we had great fuccefs in the Weil Indies, Guada- 
oupe, and St, Lucra were ours, in addition to Martinique, 
and France was obvioiifly defirous of peace. No, then again 
we were too high, and we were told in a lofty flrain, jn the 
month of June lafl. What, ftiall we treat with her when (he 
lies in her lafl agony ? Nothing, they faid, coujid fave her, 
and it was our intereft to withhold from her the peace of 
which fhe was defirous. The .event has proved that their 
prediction was not well founded; and here wc arc after a 
three years’ war reduced to a Itatc in which we ate laid to be 
too low* to treat, with nothing left to us but the hopes that 
fome day or another a favourable opportunity will arife for 
V OL* i. F 
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nejrotiation. In the mean time wc have onlj^nc of all our 
allies left to us, and that ally muft, by the mjpiciple on which 
he has adfed for the laft year, he hired tip,/*^^itiinic. ^'11 our 
hopes ai*e to be founded on our coiiqireits in the Weft Indies. 
Let us look with impartial eyes at the ftate of our Welt 
Indies. Was thete anything very confoling in that quarter 
of the world? He dreaded to encounter the cx.iminailon. 
The French commerce, it was faKl, was utterly anniliilaicd j 
and the French navy too was redueed. Wc had certainly 
had many brilliant naval achievements, which did immortal 
honour to the*Br'tifti flag; but at the fame time it would 
not be faid that our own unde was entirely protedled. In- 
surance tl) Jamaica had rifen from four to eight per cent ; 
and he did not think that even our internal fituation was 
improved. His Majefty’s fpccch had held out a mclanchi)!y 
pidure with refpe^S to the quantity of grain in the king- 
dom, and the lubjecl was recommended to their moft ftiiouf/ 
coiffideration. Whenever it came before them he fliould 
give it, certainly, the moft careful and the moft impartial 
examination. It was not his opinion that it was greatly 
within the province of human legiflation to do much on 
f’ucli £ topic i btit what could be done in the v/ay of rcgu- 
lation.hc trufted they fhould wuth one voice fteadily and 
ipccdily purfue. . Nothing, he believed, would do^^fo much 
towards pi eventing the evil of a fcarcity, as to give the 
people the reftoration of per.ee, which w^ould be likely to 
bring^vith it, its ufual companion, plenty. 

It was an inful t on common fenfe to fay that war and mi- 
litary expeditions did not, in their very nature, aggravate 
fcarcity, by cncrcafed confumption. putting the whole 
'country into the military ftate w'hich Enghnid was at this 
•time at home, liecelFarily encrcafcd die cor.fojnption of grain, 
and if this was the cafe, bow much ir.crt did the argument 
hold good witli refpeit to expeditions to diitanl parts ? 1 he 
quantity of inercafed confumption, widiour taking into the 
account the quantities damaged and loft, were imnienfe, and 
he would be bold to fay, that if government, inftead of inter- 
fering v/ith the regular merchants, and putting an end to al! 
the active competition of men more expert in trade than 
thcmfelvcs, had h allowed the example of the goiernmcnt of 
.France, with refpeCt to the fltips at Ureft^ and" had unloaded 
3 he tranfpoits that were fenr to Q^dherori-hi^y, they would' 
have dojie more tovva.ds alieviuting liic late fcarcity, than by 
all the corn which tluir agents imported. He could not leave 
ilhtw miferablc expcditioirio Q^uberon-bay, without again cx- 

picilinj^ 
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prefling hi^ndignation at its horror. The Houfe would do 
Jum the juthVe to rccoUcK} how much beyoii^ hi^ u/usi per* 
-tinacity he l^ici urged them to avoid the incfircretKpn and 
cruelty of emptying the emigrants oft any fuch expedition. 
He had fa id tlin'^^ hey could not be employed fo as ’to ftandt 
on the fame terms ; that their condition 

would be defjKMatc in*re:»ard to France; that^ therefore it 
was neither politic wi«h refpeit to ourfelvcs, nor kind and con- 
fidcrate with regard to them ; chat if wc employed them on 
any fuch expedition, sve identified their caufe with ours, and 
made it impoflildc for us to retracfl: v\ith honour whatever 
•might be ti)e events of the war. What was the anfwcr to 
his reafoiiing ? That in fadi their c nife and ours was the 
fame, that the crown of George IJl. was not fafe upon his 
head, if ti;cy were n< t ivinllaied in their country. 7^hus the 
die v\'as calt ; they wore thus uivtcd to join the f.tal ftandard^ 
they embarked in our cauii*, which they were thus told v/as 
thv 2 fame as tlicir own, and tirey were fent on that fatal ex- 
pediiion which every fueling heart nmft deplore. 'I'hough 
he could not en ertain the idea which fome' coarfe and vulgar 
minds had taken up, tliat certain miniflers in the Cahinct^ 
jcflcdling on the indifciction they iiad commir^cl in thus 
charging tliemfeivcs with ft) many of thclc emigrants, had 
fent thorn on thi ^ forlorn enterprize as v happy nJd^mcc, yet 
he miift r peat, that if the virtue and nuig nation of the coun- 
try did not iix a cenfure upon the aiit‘;o''> of that expediiioa, 
ihedilgiacc (.f it would iternally roll upon the charaiSer of 
tiie nation. When he !irit movcJ for entering into a ncgc- 
ciaiiun with Fraiict, it was f.»id, What ! would you r.ego- 
ciate with men about to ftain their hands wiih tht^ blor>d of 
their ^(wercign ? Yet now, if the prefent fpeech mertnt to 
fay ihmg honeHJv, ii meant -that with thefe very men, 
miniders would hav c no objedion to negociate at a certain 
ciilis. ’i'he nature of this murder then was fuch as to bo 
wafhed aw^.y 3 -or r twn or three years purification. And 
even with I all'.en, who among others dipped his hands in 
rojMl bl'Kvj, would 'have no objedtion to treat, it had 
alw^ays been hi.'> opinion, that if we could not get men of pure 
moral-', and men of pcrfonal efleem to treat wduh, wc rjuiit 
take the men w^c could And, taking care that our treaty 
ftiould be founded upoii fuch principles of moderation and 
juliice as ihoulJ not be likely to vaiy with limes or .parties, 
and which ihould bo the intcrcit of both counrr'cs to maintain. 
Imto.id <>f tills we. iiad acied upon.a let of .unprincipled delica- 
cies, by which this couurry had bCoii uduced to fuch a ihite 
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of <i//ircA, as for the Jaft. fix months to make /Imoft every 
commqn man dependent upon chanty for hh iubliltence. 
Was fiot fijch a fi-ate more likely to undcrminejfte loyy lty 
obedience they wqredefirous tocheriflj th^^n ^ the hikiiuuion 
cf French principles ? Was it not likjJijA'^at under fuch a 
preffure, un^ifcip'lincd minds Itu to chcrifh the idea, 

that that government could not be perfectly found, nor prac- 
tically happy, which inflidted on fo laroe a proportion of its 
people To much mifery ! It muft be a matter of great coitfo- 
lation to hear from his Majefty’s Ipeech, that inffcad of any 
fuch refractory fentimein a veiy gener.^1 fpirit of order and 
fubmifliohfo the la,ws had b^en nianifeftcd bv liis p6opie; and 
their pleafure ought to be incrcaf-d, when they recol;edtcd ihc 
dreadful and daik confpiracies which raged in the country a 
twelvemonth ago. '1 heie conlpiracics had been quaihcd in a 
moil c-xtraordinary way, they had been quaflied by the full, clear, 
and honourable acquittal of all the confpirators : and now this 
order and fubmiflion to the laws was a matter of exultation to 
jhis when the rufpenlioncf the Habeas Corpus Act was 

in full force I Another moft extraordinary argument h.ad been 
adduced for the war by an Honourable Gentleman bppofite to 
him (Mr. JenkinfonJ j the war, hefiiid, was quite nccefiary 
in order to tfnable men of rank to inveigh with bcconiing 
ipirit againft French principles, and the diabolical dotShlncs 
o/jacobiiiifin. He was very ready to allow that the philippics 
against the French principles, in which gentlemen in that 
Houfe and elfcwhere fo liberally indulged themicives, did re- 
quire fome means to give them currency j but that they 
wantrd a war to give them force, ihat nothing Icfs than an 
army of loo,oco men and a navy of j 10,000 men could make 
i!\cfc philippics go down, he did not know till now. He 
remcnibered it was an accufition againfi: Roland, thSt in 
order to corrupt the public mind, in propagating his opinions 
he bad fquanJered much of the public mor.cy ; Roland in 
his defence (aid, he had certainly not fquandered much of 
the public money, he had only Ipent 30,000 livres Tournois, 
and that in alT.gnat^ in printing ;* whereas if has coft our 
mini/lers one hundred millions (Iciluig to circukte and fup- 
port their harangues againft the French ! A more extra- 
ordinary means of publiihing their invectives could not have 
been thought of. One would have thought that having their 
civil, lift, their patronage, their places, their penfions, and 
their newfpapers, by which .to lpread and give currency to 
tbor abufe againft the French, it was ftrangc that they 
hi: upon a war as the only means to recommend their 
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hivcftiXs to the t^ifte of the country. If he could not en- 
tirely aAc'wilh the Honourable Gentleman as to the war 
being bcjjun only in aid of the intemperate iani^iia.c and 
viohre epkhets which were thrown out upon the Frchch, 
yet nothi/jgJwas fo certain as that the iuffawtJ paalions which 
fiw'c life to luji ijuao^i gave rife ai/b to the war 5 and that 
the good (enfe anJ^iifmlyTeelings which would have avoided 
tlic one, would alfo have directed us to the rat.tinal courfe 
which would have prevented the other. The Honourable 
Gentleman fpoke ol the Kighis of Man, among the tepro- 
bateci PVei.TCh principles. That all men had equal rights, he 
w^ould not flop to argue ; it was a tiuth which the Koiiour- 
ablc Gentleman himlLlf mail fed. It was not the f.illacy of 
that dodrinc that had made the French j evolution diigufting 
by its atrocities ; it was the mifapplicatioii and milui'e that 
had produced lb much turpitude and ruin. J,:!r. box con- 
cluded a fpeech of two hours with faying, tiiat ibr theie rca- , 
Ions he could not confcnt to vote for the adJrc/s which had 
b'jen moved*; he held in his h^ind an amendrnenr, expiciling 
in fliort terms the ladis lie nad enumerated, aj?d drawing from 
them the practical ui'c that ought to be made of them. He 
read the amendment, which, after enumeratlhg tlie circuni- 
fbneesof our difiiterous campaign, and fiating that from the 
cxpciicnce of their being able to maintain the accufiomed 
rtiations of peace and aniity with <»tlicr nations, prayed his 
Mi^jefiy to give dnedions to his minifiers, to ofiC-r fuch 
terms of peace to the French Republic, as ihould be coii- 
iiftent with the honour of his Majefty’s Crown, aid with the 
Icct.ricy and mceieff" c'f his people. 

I'lic Chancellor of tic Exchequer began by obfcrviiU’, that 
ro quclhon had ever occurred in the ii flory of tin:, country, 
which involved in it more circumllanccs peculiarly ctmuecud 
with its intercfl:, honour, and fafety, tiian the qm illon which 
had l)een propoied to tlieir deierminalion that night by his 
noble Friend, togf^rher with the anundment that had bcx-ii 
made to it by the E.ight Honourable Guntleman oppofue to 
him. 'i’hat amendii*ent contained a propofition lo extraordi- 
nary in iifcil; that he could not believe the Right Honourable 
Gentleman was feriou.s in m.iLing it. It was in itlu r more 
nor lefs than this. After obferving the fuppoled Hate cf ^ 
itaivcrlal degradation and dilappointment, to which we hud 
been reduced in confequenie of trie war, we were advd'ed at 
this moment to fuc on our pa3t foi peace, without being in- 
formed how the negocialioii was to be ccaiducted, or what 
iiideninity this country was to receive. That amendment, 
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thereforr, only held out the mockery f)f return! egt/a ftate 
<rf fccurity and peace. Such was th/ nature and ot tne 
■quell i©n which the^Ri^'.t Hoo'^urable CJi lulcn^an h^ bioii^ht 
before therijj n propoution, wb rb ^cco)Cn*)g iacred 

rules of PsHijmentj any Clenticn r^n miph^ 
without p^rfena! rtfponjib 'nity^ aii|d 

cpuld retort no threat of iin inpe-ichment ; but the ca!c of a 
Minifter making fuch a propofitio’ii, exc' pt hy the previous 
•confentot Pariiament, would have been very uifFcrent. Mr. 
Pitt begged firft to ^ake a Vicw of the g ncr.O propofuion, and 
leading points of contell in the Ad r^^ls, leaving t)iit of the 
queftion fome extr ncous topics. He witiie 1 to confine his 
attention to the Acdref that had been moved by his Noble 
Friend, and to contrail it witli the am ndment. 'I'he firft lead* 
ing point in tie Ki ll’s fptc h, luicl flic proi-olition which had 
been laid before that H oil fe ior ihcjr cf^ncu. leiice w^as this: 

• That notwithftanding tne many . v Jiir. unfavourable to the 
common cau/e, the profpeti reful ing from the genera] 
fituation of affairs has in many imjHMt.mt refpeifs bee(i 
• '** materially improxed in the courfe of the prefent war/* 
The firft propofuion licre!ori’ to l^c proved w-'S, that on con- 
fidering the relative ffate of the Belhgcrcnt Powers lime the 
commencement of the prtlent war, notwithflandiiig our re- 
verfes and di (appointments, the profpetit arifing out of the 
general fituation of afiair«, had been materially improved, 
in the firft place, before he entered inio any detail upon the 
fubjeft, he beg’j t’d lea\ e to cflc, what was the period com- 
prifed in this piopoliiion ? It mciudefl the (pace beivvetn the 
■opening of the laft fcffion of Parliament, and the moment at: 
which he was then fjic.Jcjig. He wifaeu to afk every candid 
man, with what feelings and with v/h.it expedtatioirs tiicy en- 
tered that Houfe at the commenccm«mi of tne laft feirion ? He 
then defired them to. afk then.fdvcs, what wcic their own 
impreflions, and what was their b;lief ol the general im- 
prelEons of the country, wdth rcgaid to general fecurity, at 
'the prefent moment, compared wi'h wnat they wcie laft 
year. He hoped the Gentlemen on the other lide of the 
Houfe were not wholly forgetful what a melancholy pictuic 
they had formerly drawn of the fituation of tins country j 
how deplorable, how dreadful, how unprecedented our cala- 
mitous fituailon w^as at the commencement of the laft ftlhon. 

. They now feemed defirous to forgt t thole exaggerated ftate- 
..ments of laft year, and to apply them to the prefent. He 
hoped when a fair comparifon was made between tbefc two 
periods, no caiidid imii would fuppole that he meant to inluJt 
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tlicpeoplV^of when he uTcd the word 

He ngain ( ^x^nrjd^ t ,ac on ~ a gqierjl review of the itne of 
thi^i country \ months ago. and aj thp moment when iie was 
(p(;aking, hj f degree of £itisfacHon. But, her 

fiiid, he muit go tj:)nic\vhat fardi'^r, and rnuit ftate plain,, dif- 
tiiicA, and f Jid grounda of iatisL^lion, He wiflied to ob- 
ferve, tli.it there were efTcntial objects, of which they might 
be deprived, and from the import ince of which they had been 
led into the war. His grounds of fatisfavS: on were thefe * 
Allowing for all the victories the enerhy had gained in dif- 
ferent quarters, allowing for every advantage they had ob* 
tallied; allowin >; alfo for all the calamities whatever whichr 
might have befallen t ;is country or our ahics, he begged of 
thcd loufe to look at the picf nt principles of the war, to ex* 
amine it in all iti par^s, and th<?y would eafdy obferve the* 
grounds of his f.itisf.rt‘on, and the ftate of our improvement* 
They could n-.t fad ro perceive the encniv’s reduced means 
of prv)fecuting the w.ir. I'he enemy was no\yin a fituatioii 
to give us fair profpecls of their being perlaps foon more 
capable of giving reafonable fccurity of engagements of 
peace. They were now in a fituaron in which they felt a 
greater neceffi^ for peace, and in which it w'as apparent they 
had a much ff'-ongcr difpofiiion for it. If he was right ii> 
that pro; ofitioti, which he (hould endeavour to prove, was it 
to infult the countiy to exprefb the fati^favSlion which he felt 
from thefe eircu : ftaiices which he had juft ftated ? Many 
obferv.itions wh'ch he tr.cant to make inih* iliuftration of the 
fubjcC^, had been moll ably anticipated by his Noble Friend 
who moved tlie Addrefs, and by h.is Right Honourable 
Fiiend who fcconded it. The firft qucftion that prefented 
kfelf, Mr. Piu faid, was, M^hether or not the means of the 
enemy were reduced for carrying on the war. He had no 
doubt l)ut he (hould make out that propoiition to the fatis- 
faction of evciy unpreju iiccd mind. At an early period of 
the R'ght lloiiour.ibie Gentleman’s fpeech, he feemed for a 
coniidcrable time to imagine that tiic only ground of fatts* 
faftion, wh-ch he (Mr. Pitt) , had to ftarc, was, that * the 
enemy was le:s capable of carrying on the war on account of 
the want of fubfiftjnce. I'hc Right Honourable Gentlemait 
had alfo made a nuod)er of obfcrvations refpecVmg the high 
price of grain at home. This was a fubjccl to which, before 
he lat down he Ihould beg leave to call the attention of the 
Houfe. He did not mean to reft folely on ‘that ground of 
fatisficlion which had been ftated by the Right Honourable 
. Gciulciiiaii, ic had been laid by him, Thai the old ftory 
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‘ of the d'?prcciatioii of af%nats was an arguiwnt of no 
‘‘ weiiifit ; that, confidering the ftate to which were at 
preft nt reduced, it was precifely the fame if they had 
been ten times lower ; that to nothing; 

** and that as the enemy had relaxed none of their milirary 
operations on that accjuint, it was the cleareft proof they 
c<ml;l go on without them** At the commencement of 
the 1 j{ 1 fe.rio.'i, the alJigna^s had been truly fiated by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman to be only about one f urrh of their 
nominal value. 'When this old ft iry ca:nc now to be re- 
peated, it was tills; — At the commci;cement of the laft 
. Scfiion of Pariiamenr, the value of alTiiinats was from 20 to 
25 vper cent, . At the prefent in ^mc it l .cv were only 07:e and 
. nn haj pei' cent. viz. for one hundred affgnats of nominal 
value, only one s^ikI an half were received; confequcntl v', 
they wv-re now only about one fxteenth of the value they 
were laft vear. There was therefore fome variety in this old 
ftory. There was a ddFcrcnce in the account. There wms 
alfo an unifermity hi this account, Icr every time he fpoke of 
them there was a fucceftive depreiSon. The fyft’em of terror 
produced miraculous ffFc£bs on this fubjeif. For the fpacc of 
a twelvemonth it kept affignats up’ at par. When that 
fyftem was dcftroyctl, they returned to that ftate of deprclVion 
in which it found them. They were at prefent only one 
fifteenth part of the value they were at ten months ago. 
If any Gentleman fliould afk him what the confcquenccs of 
this great depreciation were, they were there; — Snppofe any 
individual in France, ten months ago had received any 
number of affignats as the price of his labour, or in payment 
for a debt, and that he had laid up thofe a/ 5 gnats as the 
means of his future fubfiftence, , he would find at this moment 
that they, were only one fixteenrh part of the vrdue of what 
, they \yerc at the cofiinbencement of the laft feflion. 'j'his 
was the ftate of the private fortune of every individual in 
trance. 7"he prodigality of ihcir fyftem foiced into circu- 
latipn between lix and feven milliards, which was equal to 
28 b millions fterling, and which was three or four times 
tnore than the amount of all the money in France in its 
^richeft ftarc, and which its commerce waived for its circulat- 
« >ing medium. Ac tiiat time thefe aftionats produced the 
degree ot difHculty and emhanaflinent ; and notwith- 
all the advantages the French have gained during the 
^codrj|s of the prefent year ; riotwithftanding ail the dcdublions 
that bad been made, alLgnrUs were only equal to one fixtcenth 
part cf their former vaiue. This was conleficd by every 
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man who written in France it wa^confefled by every 
man who haa fpoken in. FranC6>«-4t was adrhictcd by every 
man who thou?ht in Europe. prcfent they had afTtgnats 
in circulation to iM^vpcr^^r^kfeinniount of '^\o millions fterl- 
ing. The number of af&gnats. was ftill increaiing ; fo that, 
the repeated increafe of new iiSues was to be added to that 
immenfe fum* The enemy had therefore to face another 
campaign under thefe circumftances. Suppofing thp other 
Powers of Europe were defiious to put them to the hard ne- 
celBty of trying the experiment, he firmly believed in his coii- 
fcience that the prodigal refources of their fyftem could not 
be fupported unlefs by the reftoration of the fyftem of terror. 
Was he to confider all thefe circumftances as nothing ? Moft 
certainly not. But there were fome favourable circumftances 
in the fituation of the enemy, and he bad no defire to cpii- 
ceal them. He had no difficulty to ftate the equivocal cori- 
du£l of the King of Pruffia. The French could alfo 
difband the two armies which they had withdrawn from two 
diftcrent quarters of Spain, except in fo far as thofe armies 
had been employed by different diverfions. On account of 
the peace they had concluded with the King of Pruffia, &c. 
they might be enabled to a certain degree to contend with a 
much fmaller army than when they had to oppofe the whole 
of the confederacy. Yet it muft be obferved, that for evtfry 
pound fterling that was formerly paid to each man in fuch an 
army, they muft give fixteen pounds fterling at the commence* 
ment of the prefent year. The depreciation of affignats was 
conftantly encreafing, and not only encreafmg, but ertcreafing 
in a compound ratio of an encreafing proportion. The only 
queftion was, whether, as thefe affignats would very ibon, in 
all probability, be totally inefficient, there were any other 
vifible means of maintaining their operations. It would 
certainly be very raih in any man to hazard a decided opinion 
on this point. Without pretending to give fuch an opinion 
on a fubjed fo large and complicated, and where it was eit-* 
tremely difficult to judge with precifion on the general refult . 
of all circumftances, he had no difficulty in ftatTng, that he 
faw the greateft perplexities arifing firom this depref&>n of 
affignats, pervading every individual in the State, and'bring** ', 
ing nothing, as the French tfaemfelves had faid, but^miferyj 
and paper into every corner of the country. ^ ^ 

That circumftance had been fo preffing upon wttf 
man in die country, that if they diad had the means of fub* 
ftituting any other lefs dangerous and lefs wafteful, what 
greater neceffity could there be for the Si^ication of fuch a 
VoL. I. G remedyn 
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remedy. Every financier in ^very department Jithc govern- 
menthald declared, that the fafetfy of their Republic depended 
on the regular pavflient of the army. He faid he took this 
account of the iubjeft from the recor ds of F^rance. He had 
taken it from the accounts or lAmeSoffEhc moft remarKAbIc 
minifters who had appeared duruig the different periods (A the 
revolution; fomcofthem had been removed horn the fiu'- 
ation, and from the prefent fituation of France, jt was pjo- 
bable fome of them might be reftored. He obferiod tliat 
thefc miinftcrs, at a time when aflignats were fa: fhort of 
what they were at prrfenl, when the depreflv^n wa** o» ly l nc 
haU' of their nominal value, dcclaicd, thit unlcfs > Ui larit 
remedy was applied, the moft '^^jioiis conlequei^r ‘ wc»’e to 
be appreftcii ^cd ; and, that it w is abfoluuly net i li u y i > r.ufc 
the credit of thefe afBgnats by taking a number the n o 't 
of circulation, and pving fecuriiy for the value of thoie that 
remained. Mi . Pitt here obierved, he was afhamt d ol wt ai y- 
ing the Houfe on a fubjecfc that was fo clear and obMous ; 
but he hoped he fhould be excufed when it was rcculItclcJ 
that it was extremely mtercfting and impt^rtant. I'hele le- 
lources might laft a little longer ora fliorter time bcfoiethcy 
produced their final eftedl ; but they had iiv them the ia‘(i» of 
decay, and the inevitable caufj of a violent diiolutioa. As 
it might be afked, what they had been able to propose 
as a remedy, he wiflied that every gentleman in »-hit Houfe 
had had an opportunity of perufing a plan which had been 
pubhlhed, three months ago, by aperfoii of no luconfiderable 
abilities, M. Montefquieu. According to him there wcic 
thirteen miliards of affignats in circulation, which wcie 
five milliards kfs chin the Convention had fince acknow- 
ledged. That made a difference of no lefs than two hun- 
dred million ftcilins. That gentleman prupofeJ two things j 
firft, to take out of circulation an imnieitfe part of thofe 
liffignats, and to give a folid and adequate pledge to the pub* 
lie, in order to ftcure thofe that remained in circulation being 
at par, ^ Jfjtet circmnftance would enable them to can y on 
the war^JSpPvigour, He fa»d it would carry him too far to 
cnfbr iotefu Retail of this plan ; but every man muft be fatis- 
fied of the defpeiate ftate of that country, wiicti they heard 
the nature of tte remedy. I'hey propofed taking out of cir- 
culation 1 jfoo millions of livres, by apprcqjri^ting for money 
tkdibSfi liad been received of tbolh who had mnthafed 

tile eftites of the cmigranjts, and other lands 
iMkim had htciiodkt^iGated. In other words, thofe affignats 
Wld^Jtobo d^fiijtmkdby bad debts. *Tl)e pledge given to 
‘ '**:«-^* them 


t)cT. 29.7 WOODFALL'S PARLtAMB^ttARY RfiPORTS. 45 

them was, tiat on an av^ragi^ the/ were to receive In land 
one fifth pai t of their vali e, and if the tents Olould not be paid 
them, they were to receive itltereft for their paper* But it 
wis obfervable, that that paper was^ot transferable from 
hand to hand, as was the theftochvn this country. 

Such then was the ftate of France, where fuch a remedy had 
been propofed, and that remedy to this hour had never been 
applied. In the Lft days of the Convention another plan was 
p opofed. A few days ago. Vernier piopofcd as a remedy, that 
tht. phtes fhnuld he dc-ftioved, and it was decreed that no more 
ilioujd be lillied, pro\ idcd other means could be found to 
c in y on the w ir. To fupply the p^ice of afl*gnat8, met Ulic 
pieces were to be introduced into circulation ; but it was not 
explaiiitd whether thrl^ were to pafs for more than their in« 
trinfic value, which if they did they were only metallic aflig- 
n Its inftead of affi ^nats made of paper. If thofc metallic 
p cccs were to pafs at their value, no mention was made how 
they wcie to be procured. I hey had given no information 
how pitciou-i nntals to that immenfe extent were to be 6b- 
t iiacd. It was unncccfTary for him to ftate how a nation dep- 
licut.- of fpeci^', and bf the ptecious metals could procure them. 

A nat'on dilhtute of gold and lilvcr could only procure thofe 
prccio IS metals in exchange for the exportation of thofe pro- 
tiuuhons It hadraifed from ils own foil, after leaving at home 
fuflicientfor itsnecef&ry confumption , and after procuring all 
the other articles of confuirption, which its own foil did not 
produce. The eternal law of things proved that this was the 
only mode of procuring the pucious metals. Their com- 
merce was ruined. What was loft by the deftruftion of the 
commerce of their colonics, of the Levant, and the lofs of 
riicir intern il manufadturcs, particularly thofc of Lyons had 
been eftimated at many millions ftcrhng. The caufes of 
their neccfTiry importation wcic alio to be taken into the ac- 
count. He W9S ready to admit their fuccclTps on the Rhine. 
At firft view, it appeared impofSble they could h^ve faced the 
Auftnanarmy whicn was lo fonnidablc in that qusltter. He 
admuteu, ind adriitted with fecungs of 1 egret, their having 
been enabled to make f) calamitous a uft of the advantages 
they had obtained. The expedition to Quiberon-b^, and ^ 
the hard fate of the unfortunate emigrants who were fighting 
for him whom they conceived to be their lawful monarch, 
was to be confidered by us as a calamity, independent of its 
effeSs. Every fnan’s perfonal feelings were intei^ited in 
that event : every man in that Houfe, and ib the iiouotry, 
who were poftlfled of the principles of loyalty and honour, 
muft feel regret. He faid he would admit the enemy had 

G 2 btei^ 
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'l>een only; 
' .ffnuft 


defcMvfe &i: fide of Italy ; but he 

at the enemy during the courfe 


pf thte^ircfenr ^ they i#duld dearly fee, that 

^ their opponents, and 

^Ihdunte ^eir j£gpfc|& many, the internal 

^lituauon of was ^iiriretched and deplorable. They 

had hot made theirs tteitnpt to crofs the Rhine till almoft the 
-plole of the campaign. It was not eafy to find any other 
^aufe for 'that but that they |)iad relaxed in their energy- It 
was difficult to conceive how their vaft machinery could be 
direfied, or how the power of the ft ate could be fupported 
without affignats. 'If they were taken out of circulation, 
idiey. could not command the labour of their own fubje^s 
^either for civil or military operations. — Although this cir- 
phmftancebad not as yet produced its effect, it was evidently 
Approaching towards it. The inftrMmeiits of government in 
iPf^ce were fo niiilicrous, that in any other country they 
•W^ld form a nation. There was another thing worthy of 
that to many perfojis employed by the ftate, they 
;jBad been, obliged* to allot a number of articles of neceffity 
fn kind* What would be the next point, when they 
were obliged to hold out imperfeft rneans of fubfiftencc to 
i fuccefsful and vidorious army ? They had been compelled 
to add one^feventh in money to the daily pay of their foldiers> 
who received by that means ten times equal the amount of 
their pay in affignats. He clire6led the attention of the 
J^oufe toconfider the effe£l; of that meafurc. No fooner had 
it been adopted in the Frei^cb armies, than it was attended 
/with this confequence, that a foldier found himfelf a richer 
nrian than his officer. He hoped he had not wafted the time 
of the Houfe by ftating thefe obiervations, which (eemed 
^ fully to confirm all the reafonings and fpeculations he had 
iQ^med on the fubjeft. Taking therefore into the account all 
vi£lories obtained by France, and alfo their external glory 
foreign acquifitionf ^ when he considered the ftate of their 
ipternabrefoqrces, and their inability to carry on the war for 
another he had no doubt but the fituation of things 

jW^s matiaii&l^fmproved. 

llSIr. Pift im^he miift be very ftiort on thofe articles which 
||l^rreinaincd. If die^enemy had entertained the idea they 
e^^nder a greater neceffity, from Ac fituation of their 
procure peace, they would naArally have a ftronger 
to obtain it. fie Contended, Aat all thefe circum- 
pntlyv^jaipfeiQier dF, Ac prefent fixation of France ; 
r Aat the profpe^t of the prefenc 

ati^irs in Fierce might afford more rcafonable 

means 



Oct* WOODF ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 45 

jmeansof cffeSmg pe^ce with fecuiiry. Such were the pre-^ 
fent difpoStions, the prefcnt principles profeSed, and adted 
upon in Frapce, as they appeared from recent tranfa^lions, 
compared with any other period fince the Revolution. The 
new conftitution of France, tf it has been put into adlivity at 
all, had only been adopted a few hours ago, and theiefore 
it would be better to wait a little before they pronounced on 
that conftitution. But, in the mean time, he dcfiied the 
Houfe to conhd^’* the manner in which that conftitution 
had been ufheiel into the world. There were ceruinljr 
many circumftances in the prefent fituation of France, fa- 
vourable for a difpofition to treat for peace, though it mighj; 
ftill be made a quiftion, whether theie were enough to make 
it advifeable or pradiicable fot us to ticat. They now uni«* 
verlally reprobated tnat fyftem of oppreflion under which 
th^ had lo long groined. They alfo n w exprefled their de- 
teftition, execration, and abhorrence of that (yflsm of go- 
vernment which in this country had met withfiich enthufiaftic 
applaufe. The new con/litution had b(.en ufbered m with r 
denunciation of all the other fyftems of government which 
had been devifcd in the courfe of the revolution; They had 
examined into many of them with a philofophical accuracy ; 
into the caufes of many of thofc unparalleled horrors from 
which they had drawn minyufful leilons. This was the 
only chance of convincing them that a fife and honourable 
peace could not be built on anv of thoie bafclcfs theories, 
which were forme ily fo much leliflicd in France. They 
feemed now to be (atibhed that they mult renounce their 
deiperate projedls , and build a f)ftem of peace on more folid 
and durable o rounds. Formerly France made a government 
not only for Fiance, but which they contendv.d was the only 
lawful government, and which was to be adopted throughout 
Luropc. It was ihll a queihon with him, whethei the 
French could put in execution that fyftem of government 
and that conftitution whn n they had decreed I he Right 
Honourable Gentleman oppolitc to him wiflied to convince 
the Iloufe that wc ought to announce our weaknefs without 
the delay of twenty-four hours. He laid he ihould be fin- 
cerely defirous of peace, the firft moment it could be ob- 
tained with fecurity and honour to the country. The Right 
Honourable Gentleman had faid, the King’s minifters were 
not finccre in profi^fting a defire for peace. He faid he was 
Willing to fubmit to the imputation of infincerity j to any 
imputation, however harfli, rather than to fue for r peace that 
muft inevitably bring difgrace and difcrediton the country. 
Mr. Pitt obferved, that the Right Honourable Cendeman 

in 
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quoting his Maje|ly^s Speech had hot attended very par- 
^icularJy to the words. The vRight Honourable GentJe- 
' Shin had endeavoured to fliew an incoofiftencu betv/cen his 
^ Majefty’s Speech the cojtijclulion of the laft Seffion, and 
tijife Speech that had been rfeljiyercd from the. I'brone that 
d^y. He fliould thefrefore the particular parts of 

both Speeches might; |)e read.J"{They were read accoidiiigly, 
after which he pointed out their confiftency with great accuracy 
and abiliry.] { He faid he did nc^ wiih to bliiik any part of the 
qudftion,,^jvhether the new Odnftitution would be put in 
, motioh .exaflJy in the form in which it was decreed, whether 
it would be put off, or what events miglit have happened, he 
■ was fure he could not prejtcnd to forcfec. 

“ That Conftitution,^' laid Mr. Pitt, “ in the form in 
which it has been decreed, may have been examined, and 
msiy have Keen put in adVivitjr with fuch acquiefccncc of 
rte f&tion, as to enable their reprefenutives to fpciik on 
“ behalf of the people of France; and I have no difficulty 
: ** in faying, if that event fliould have taken place, from that 
: ** time all objedlions to the form of that Government, and to 
the principles of that Government— all objections to them 
£ ^ as obftades to negociation will be at an end. i will alfo 
^ ftate, with the fame frankiicfs, that flbould that be the 
“ termination, whtth' r it will then lead to the llTue of com- 
^ petent fecurity, and a reafonable fatisfa£lion to this 
“ country, muft depend on the term?. If, under thofe 
“ circumlfances, by any precipitate and premature defirc for 
peace, from any difpofitlon to ,i^dcr-raie our jcul ftrength, 
“ or any want of fortitude to bear what I a.lmit to be real 
“ difficulties; if we ft ou Id overlook the ten thoufand times 
“ rtiore complicated diftrefs of the enemy, an 1 put an end to 
^ the advantages they give us, for obtaining peace on jull 
ahd fuitable terms, that would iji my opinion be the molt 
^ fetal event that could poffibly happen.*^ . ,,v 
r The only quellion, as J^e.had Juil itated, would then be, 
'Whether the terms of peace were fuch as we ought to accept. 
Ke faid he woi^l^ frankly own, that the iffue of this coiueft 
would be fatisfadory than it would have beeuxif 

the different of Europe had not been more or lefs 

wanting to their own and OUr dTential interefts. He fliOMld 
ftfr ever. If peaefe- with the prcfeni Goverutnent of 
graded itbpuld be the determination of the ftould 

efforts and refources ^of the priojct^^'^atihos' of ; 

a temporary delirium, 
de^pti£iibn> had not been more vigors ‘ 

' r oufly 
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oiifly and cffe<9:ually employed, for the purpofe of reftoring 
focial order, exiled law, mof^ty and religion. , But being 
under the neceflity of rubrnittti% to thofe things which he 
could not controul, he was difpofed tdlpok with gratjtade to 
the many favourable circumftabces which then exiftcd. If 
we were but true to ourfelves, much niight yet be done for 
the honour and fecurity of the country. M^h had, been 
done to deftroy thofe dellru£live principles that had fo long 
prevailed in France, and laid Wafte that fine country." TJiCa 
refources of a brave and free people, living under a mild and 
well-regulated government, and fupported by- individual iii- 
duttry, were infinite. They had enabled us to defray the 
heavy expcnccs of the war in which we were engaged, while 
France had been living on th^'capital of the country. After 
the payment of our taxes, though in fome degree" burthen- 
Cumc, every man in this iflanef, could fay his perfonal fafety, 
his perfonal liberty, aijd private property were fecure, under 
the protection of the law. In France, all the natural 
rights of mankind had been grofsiy violated. He hoped tio 
man would accufe him of not having been fuificiently ex- 
plicit. ^ 

Another charge that had been brought againft his Majefty's 
miiiifters was, that they had formerly f^romifed to make peace, 
and they haa violated that promife. Thofe who urged it, in- 
fitted that France was capable throughout the whole war, of 
maintaining the accuftomed rdations of peace and an>ity with 
other nations, in as much as aCtually maintained thffm' 
with America, Sweden, Denmark, &c. That, therefore, 
was brought as a proof that flic would have maintained thofe 
relations with us. But, was it true that France had main- 
tained her neutrality with thofe countries? In America, feme dP.* 
the fubjefts of endeavoured to excite a confpiracy. 

The innocent of Geneva h^d not been taken notice 

of j but the French with ber'^vernment. The King , 

of Pruffia, &c. had aifefliade peace with the Freiich Republic 
during the courfe of the laft Seffion, and as con- 

duced thcmfelves with propriety towards '^dnarch, 
hence it was contended, that it tbene| .hdd IjiliiTa g^eral 

S ;ace, they would have obferved tine of cohd^. 

ut ,did k /ollow, becaufe the French did not 
King of' Pruttia^ when they were moft warmlj^ 
with aH their other enemies, that they vrould 
fame degree of attention to ^ general jeiSce, when 
contriving ways and means^^ fiow they fublitt 

day to day, and from week; to week they were in a moft im- 

favourable 



4t WOODF ALL’S FARLIAMEKTARY REPORtS. fCoMwofr®* 

favourable fifuation, for breaking their treaty with the King 
of Pruffia. But if there had been a general peace, then it 
was natural to expe<S they would indulge their favourite 
pailions of refentment,' ambition, or momentary caprice, to 
which a military Republic might be fuppofed to be liable. 
From the circumftances of the Eleifor of Hanover making 
peace with France, it was laid he muft have been convinced 
they were capable of maintaining the accuftomed relations of 
amity and peace ;~and therefore, why does not he, as King 
of Great Britain, follow the fame line of conduft. Before 
any gentleman could pretend to argue from Hanover to 
Great Britain there muft be a ftrong analogy in the fituation 
of the two countries. The territory cf Hanover being but 
comparatively weak, and being expofed to prelTing, and im* 
mediate dangers it was natural for him to prefer peace to a 
sno(re prefling danger, than a country more remote, and with 
jrefources not to be compared to thofe of England. Thefe 
two countries, however, could not follow the fame rule of 
peace and war, unlcfs they were determined to defert all hu- 
min prudence, and renounce all the principles of plain fenfe. 
The rules and forms of that Houfe forbad every member to 
Conlidcr the ails of the King of Great Britain any other than 
as the ails of his minifters. After a little experience in the 
new Conftitution of France, nothing in his judgment in the 
form of that Conftitution would be an obftacle to a Treaty. 

He hereobferved, that he had been obliged to deviate from 
the circumftanccs with which he fet out The French had 
a g^reater necclEty for peace, and therefore had ftronger dif- 
portions for it. The Right Honourable Gentleman had 
told them, there was a ftrong difpofition for peace laft year. 
That, however, was a qnettion of memory.- The Right 
Honourable Gentleman told the Houfe he did not wifh to 
deal in encomiums on^cbnftituiions of which he had no ex- 
perience. That Right Hbnourable Gentleman, however, on 
a former^ occafion was not quite fo cautious, when he broke 
out upon that glorious fabric of human wifdomi which con- 
fifted of lijtle more, as the French themfelves had admitted, 
than fubverfibn. He jho,w hoped the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman had borrowed fomething of their doubt and hefitation. 
They had learned important leffi>ns from the misfortunes they 
lU^md^ and, he trufted the Right Honourable Gentleman 
i^Tj^ld ^ fetisfied with having feen them in France without 
wiAtng to have them tried near home. 

^ Whether this new conftittftioit contained in it hoftility and 
Snvallhip, whether it effected to be -univerfally binding, muft 

be 
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be judged of from the foundation oft which it refted, and the 
elements of which it was compofed. If it was applied to^ a 
nation exhaufted, the neceflity of peace miift fuperfede every 
other conlideration. The principles of it may admit of folid 
Sind internal permanence in any treaty that might be form^, 
and it might be able to give good fecunty that it will not be 
violated. It had been laid, all the good that h^id been got in 
the war was opinions. He did not admit that opinions were 
all that was got, though they were no fmall part. The 
Hon. Gentleman had obierved on the folly and injufticc of 
making war upon opinions. He denied that he had made , 
war on private opinions, for the purpofe ol extirpating them. 
The French contended that they alone, among the nations 
of Europe, had the only lawful government. If we liad fub- 
clued the malignity of that opinion^ had vindicated our- 
felves and Europe from the greateft dangers* So much, 
then, for this great political confideiation. 

He came next to another qucftion, on which arliy pradlical 
decifioji might be difficult, he meant the /enfe of tho/c inter- 
nal difficulties his Majcfty deeply deplored — the high price of 
corn. He agreed with the Right Honourable (gentleman, 
that nothing was more difficult as a fubject of legiflation. 
It was moft important, and required the immediate attention 
of the Houfe, in order to get an accurate knowledge of thc?,^ 
Hate of the country, and to fee if poffibly any.mcalure could 
be adopted for relieving his Alajefty’s fubjcdls from the heavy 
prefliire under which ti.cy now laboured, and for preventing 
fimilar calamities in future. Accorrding 10 the bell informa- 
tion government were in pollcffion of lait year, when it was 
mentioned in the Houfe, there was no reafon to apprehend 
that grain would have arifen to fuch.a pi ice. One cir- 
cumllance that contributed to it, was the circumftance of 
the latenefs of the laft harveft, by which means thibre was a 
difference of near one month’s confumption. This had been 
fpoken of as folely bwihg to the war. Gentleman talked of 
great quantities of corn that had been fent abroad for fupply- 
ing our fleets and armies. He fhould not then enter into a 
detail on the fiibjedt. Such oblervations might attended 
with the moft pernicious confcquenccs^, and befdj-i fuch re- 
marks were made/igentleaien would do well to inform theqex- 
felves how much grain had been removed fiom domeftic 
confumption, how|iul;ch grain had been imporiedy^^^^ 
many fliips grain Iwd. been ftopped, andwhlfi^lini 

time of peace Would hav.e goiip jp . o^er couqmes. I ^ lie 
hoped to hear no more oiTucb obfertratiom within thofe Walter 
Weu L H ‘ SKT 
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SL» they might come too near the fcntiments of ccitain people 
without doors. One gentleman feemcd tohave forj^ot that he 
WdS within doors, and whofe opinions were fuch as could not 
have any place within thofe walb. 

He concluded by obferving that his Majtfty’s minifters 
wnulcl ufe every me*nis in their power for reducing the high 
piice of grain, and for rendering the fuuation of the poor 
more comfortable^ 

Mr. /''ax in exrlanation afked whether it was poflible that 
any perlbn in that Houfe, except the Riglit Honourable Gen- 
tleman, could fo far miftdke or rhifconlfrue his fentinientry 
as to fuppofe that he could wifh an iniurredfion in this coun- 
try ? He believed not. He next adverted to the quotation,, 
which, whether the words were “ that affairs have led to a 
crifis,*^ or w<!re ver^iing to a crifis, appeared nearly para- 
paoliiit. ^As to the capability the f'rencli to maintain peace 
and amity, he had bon owed ins expreflion from the Journalij 
of that Houfe, where it feemed a government was always 
deemed admifiible for treaty or ncgociation, when it had been 
found to have maintained [)cace and amity with foiuign na- 
tions. All this '{pplied to the E)lec4or of Hanover; for, if it 
was a general propoiitir.n, it related as mnth to him as to tl;e 
King of Great Britain. As to wh.it he had obferved that the 
depreciation of ailxgnats w'as an old flory, he meant that no- 
fair argument could be deduced from that of th? abfolute de- 
ft ruction of the French affairs, which was coiurar y to expe- 
rience in America dirctSfly, and as far as itgo^s, inaf.nuch as 
the French armies have notwithiianding never yet relaxed. 
Neither had the K.nigraiits in (b^tiheron Bajv nor the Auf- 
truiis in German > , b.’cn able to fucceed agaiiift them, not- 
withftandiiig this am j/ang depreciation, nor would they h;:vc 
been much happier t veil though they had been told that Mr. 
Pitt, the Chancellor of the Kxchequer in England, declared 
the French had no aimv, becnnle they had no money to fup- 
portit. As the Right Honourable Gentleman had not fauJ 
mucli upoil the amendment he hoped it was unexceptionable 
in its Itructure. 

Mr. Sheridan explained, that the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman, byquibbl iu on the wwd goverTiment, in a comment 
on one his pafliiges, had implied that hfe was defirous to 
alo.pt a new conftitmion. He knew not upon whnt prin- 
ciple it was that the Right Honourable Gentleman imagined 
thc eucifteiice of his adminiftr^^^ and the* exiftence of the 
toiRiftitution, to be the feme thing. Mr, Sheridan enter- 
tain fuch q^fitc ideas, tfjat he looked upon the total 
“ annihilation. 
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annihilation of the Ri^^ht Honounble CJeriUeiTian’s autharrty 
to be tfie hapnieft thing that could polFibly happen to the Coii- 
ftitution of this country. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 

Two Mailers in Chancery waited upon the Houfe, re- 
quiring its attendance to a conference with the Houle of 
Perrs. 

The Speaker in^orirel the Honfe, that this melT-ige was in^ 
formal and irrcLV-dar, as it ha l ahvaj^s bt en the ufulil praMice 
oF either Houfe of Parliament, when it rt quelled a conference 
with the other Hotsf*, to ftate upon what fubjeit the con- 
ference was recuefled. 

The Cba cclcr of the Exchequer moved, that their Lordftips 
be ddired to communicate the fame. 

Mr. Fix thought- it very ext: aordi nary when forms were 
fo lenacioufly adhered to in f> many inilaiwcs, that they 
fhould be neglected in and wi bed particularly tliat at 
fnch a time and in Inch ciicumfrances, fome mealure would 
be adopted to ill iw tneir conftiuicnts, that their reprefenta- 
tives had neithv*r lo^t their dignity nor independence. • 

'I'he Spvake ' acquaiiiicd tne Iloufe, that many iiiftanres 
occurred upon the journals of finiilar incid' Uts, one of which 
h u>p^*ned in the Ssllion of 1641, when upon the remonilrnnce 
ol the Conirpon^, the Pe,*rs iiaied in the r fecond Meflage, 
that a prefent confcreiKe v.'as rcquefled, and this was judged 
ndniilbble. 'I'hc oiIk r happened on the 22d of Adarch^ 1678, 
when the rcmonitraiiCc of tlie Commons was couched 111 
flrnngcr language. A m^'-tion being made and leconded the 
fame language is adf'pted. 

In the iiitfival, Mr. Wiibcrforce exprcfled his perfeifl 
concurrence with his Right Honourable friend in the Ad- 
d-efs, the rcafons for winch be^fliould give at a future op* 
portunity. 

d'hc Houfe then divided upon Mr. Fox’s Amendment. 

For the Addrefs 24O 

For the Amendment 59 

A (hort debate had taken p'ace between Mr. IVindh im and 
Mr. Fox^ upon the comnntment of the Addrefs. 
hatn^ had retired for fome r^frelhinent, which the h^ealt of the 
Houfe rendered neceflary, and found upon his retanti that he 
had thereby* been excluded from .making any reply to the^b-. 
fervations of the evening, as well as giving his vote upoq thi 
quellion. He, however, cenfured pSif^egync upott 

the coiifliiutioa of 1789, as well ais his approbation, of the 

deftrudiofi 
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dcftruQion of the family of Bourbon,' and infinuated, that 
Mr. Fox had a partiality for making conftitutional expe*-i- 
mentfs. 

Mr, FiX replied, that he did rejoice at the deftniftion of 
the family of the Bou;bons, bccaufc that family had always 
been inimical to the interefts of this country and intrigued 
againit it. He rejoiced moreovfi, bccaufc he thought it 
would be a fortunate event for this country. As to the ex- 
periments which he had made, he wiflied to know what they 
were, unlcfs the Right Honourable Gcnrl.'inan aliucied to his 
co-opcralion with iiim in a plan for a parliament aiy reform, 
which he acknowledged he had done, and won Id do ag.nn, if 
ever the Right Honourable Gentleman (hould [jropofe any 
pLins of a fimilar nature. He faid he was no projector, but 
loved the conftitution better from its priuHicL than iis theory, 
from which it fometimes departed; and, fincc his conduct 
was fuch, he did not know v hat the Right Gentleman could 
mean by his infiniiation. For the reft of what had been 
nientivviwd that evening, relative to’ the fpcedy profped of 
peace, lie ftumld wait ro know whar happened at Fans, and 
obtain f>meihing inoic fubftantiai and authi niic. 

Air, IFindham and Mr\ Fox .igain explained ; wl’.cn thn 
Addrefs was ordered to be committed, and prefented by Lord 
Dai^cith^ Air, Stewarty and the gci)tlcmcn of his iM.ijelly's 
IVivy Council. 

MESSAGE FROM TTFi LORDS. 

The Mafters in Chancery returned with a mciTige from 
the Lords dcfinng a picftni conference on a fubjeCt relative 
to the fafety of his Majefty, and the honi'ur and dignity of 
J^arli ament. 

The Char.celior cf the Excha^Acr then moved that managers 
be chofen to attend. 

'l"he 'Vlanagcrs being returned from the confcrrence with 
the Lords, 

Mr, Secretary Dundas reported that they had held a con- 
fcrrence with the l.ords, in whieh they had been informed 
that their Lordftiips, m confcquence of having examined the 
ieverayaerfons named, had agreed to addrefs his Adajefty as 
Rated iR the proceedings 6f the Lords, and that they deiired 
concurrence of thin Houfe in the Addrefs. 

^ Tint Sjtaher faid thjit the Right Honourable Gentleman 
‘ hiiv'^g only flated the names of the perfohs examined, and 
'piOt the fubftanceof their evidence, w^hich in poiiitofftncR order 
to be bcfuie the Houfe> before they concurred in the 

Addrefs, 
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AdxJrcrp,,he bad to fuggcft that there were two ways in which 
the evidence might come regularly before them. The 
firft was by examining the vvitnefl’es at their own bar, and 
the other by requeliing that the Lords would lay beiore.them 
mlim;cs of the evidence as dclivQrcd'aT their bar. Either of 
thefc might be adopted tite Hoiifc thought fit. 

Ihe GhmucUir of tht: L\cbe;:ur iaid, as he bebeved there 
was but one wi(h in ihe Hoeic on tnis important affair, he 
had no doubt but they would deciii the lait r rnode the 
moft experitious, and tiicieforc moved to that effect; and 
tlvat Lord Mornington be (cat with the Mcflagc — which be- 
iiig agreed to 

Lord jXLotr'ninjJon went out, and returning abnotl: inftantly, 
rcpoitjd, that ill ohedieixes to the onitMS of that lioufe, he 
had b:tn up w'lth the Melihge to the lioufe ot Lords, but 
found that their Lordmips had adjojj ned. 

The Chancellor of tic Exchequer then mo'/ej, that this 
Melijge. be takien into conlidwratioii the next day. — Or- 
dered. 

'The Chancellor of the Exi.hcq:te}\ aficr a fiiort prcf'cc 
acrofs the table, inoveJ^ 'That the iioiif' rcfolve hhl; into a 
Ct'iiT.inittec of the whole Houf', to ia*.o inio coi./iJcration 
the ptefciu high pr ee ol Corn. — OrJeicd. 

Adjourned at half pail twelve. 


LlS'r OF THE MINORITY. 


Antonie, Lee, Kf|. 
Auhrey, Sir John, Lart. 
Laring, Sir l‘\ 

Jfaring, John, Efq. 

B o u V c I i e, cl V’.' a id 5 fq . 
Jnirth, J. K. Ktq. 

J>yng, George, r.l'q. 
f 'h jic!:, j . ii. 5’ iq. 

Cuke, H. W. Idq. 

Coke, Kdvvar\ Llq. 
Court'll -y, Jc)Iin, )■ fq, 
Ciefpiguv, C. Liq. 
Crev/e, Joun, Lfq. 
Cnrwni, J. C. Lfq^ 
DundaF, Charles Efq. 
Eiikins Hon. 'rhomas, 
E ciuhei ilonhaugji. Sir i f. 
Fitzpatrick, Right Hoil 


jervoife, C, jervoifs 
Kenipe, '^'llOInre^, 

Long, Sam IK I, Idq. 

Ed rood, Efq. 

A! ‘Lcod, Cioneral 
I''L'h]e, S.T VVihiam 
North, Duilley, i fq. 

Eicrf , Heivy, Efq. 

Plurnei, Williani, Efq. 
I'ow’ay Powlc:t, bfj. 
Raw\l(;n, Mon. John. 

Rujlu', l.oid Johii 
KiiHel, l^ord Wiiliam 
a c J da m 0 re , John , *Elq . 
Sjieiidan, Right tL)n. R. 

S ha w , C u n 11 ife, K l*q . ' 

Smith, Wiiliam, Efij. 

Speii'wCr, Lojd Pvolnrt , . 

Fletch^rj 
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Fletcher, Sir H. 

Francis, Philip, Efq. 

Fox, Hon. J C. 

Folkes, P. M. B. Efq. 
Glover, Ri* har*f, Efq* * 
Hare, Ja nes, Efq. 
Harcourt, John, Efq. 
Harfilon, John, Efq. 
Hont^ywood, Fi liner, Efq. 
Howard, Henry, Efq. 
Hufley, Samiic’, Efq. 
JekylJ, Jof^ph, Efq. 


St. John, St. Andrew, Efq. 
'1 aylor, Clement, Efq. 
Tarlcton, General 
7‘hompfon, Thomas, Efq. 
7'ownfhend, Lojd John 
We^lern, C. C. Elq. 
Winiiingroii, Sir Edward 
Wyndi ain, P C. Efq. 
Wilbraharn, R. Efq. 
tei.li:rs. 

Grey, C'innle*', Efq. 
VVhitbiCad, Samuel, Efq. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, O^cLcr 30. 

The order of the (la\ being called f ir, the fpecch which 
his Majefty delivered the preceding day fioiii the throne was 
read. 

TTbe Earl cf Afmnt Edgeewnhe lofe to move an AdJrefs to 
his iVlajd'. His Lordihip began w:th ackn owledging a 
full coiifuoufnT of his inahiiiiy to do juliice K) tiie fubjcCl, 
and that he Ihould have to claim ail their JyOrdlhi,,s indulgcjice. 
Many eve; ts, his Loidfliip <»bfvTvctl, had t.jiccn pl.ice 0.1 the 
continent fince the laft fclfion ot Parliament, to whicii the 
attention of t.e Eioufe would, no doubt, be diredLtd. I'he 
acceHion of tiie United Provinces to France was an impor- 
tant OIK’, but fuen was the fupcrioiity of pur navy, that with 
that acceiiion the enemy could not adf againiT: us. On the 
banks of the Rhine ihe enemy, it appeared, had been formi- 
dable on.y uhen liuy had not been oppofjd j when oppofition 
was offered to them, we had to olifcrve with pleature, that 
they had been confidcrably che^^ked, fo much fo, that there 
>Yas but little apprchenfion now from that quarter. In Italy 
their threatened invallon h.itl been prevented, and their army 
had been rep-ilLd. We had the compleat mallei fhip of the 
fca, fo much fo, thac we had hardly aiiy enemy to contend 
with. The deftiu'ition of the commerce of the French, 
Ine'tuiii of their credit, and xnc depreciation of their aiTignats, 
made upTuch a total of did refs as left them no hope to be 
to coniume the c^nteft much longer. [Elis Lordfhip 
jgive ^ compr^fhenfive hiilory of the p iper cur- 

^ :W' 
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rcncy of the French.] When the a/Tignats were fir If ilTucd, 
which was in the year the whole amount, he reminded 

tht'ir Lordfliips, wa^ fixed by the National Affi^mbly at 
foriy-^ight millions flerlini.'', and tl e whole fpecie of France 
was then eighty-eight millions ficiling. The whole amount 
now of their pajv i was upwards of c:£i;ht times the amount 
t)f their fp *cie when at its biLheft. The louis d’or was at 
the prire of 1600 livrcs in afiignats: fo that upon a moderate 
computation it uould coft the French to carry on the war, 
for anotlier year, a fum equal to fourteen hundred millions 
fterling in allignats ; — by this calcula ion it was impollible 
to conceive how they can long continufe ti.e war. 

Another t;rouiKi of cor.f dation to us, his I^ordfliip faid, 
was, that the fyilem on which* they had hitherto proceeded 
was neaily at an end. A fyftem which once threatened de- 
ftrucHon to all Europe. Tfteir new conftitulion was found- 
ed upon a much better principle, for by it property was re- 
flored to confcquence. Of this conftituticui, however he 
would not pretend to predial: any thing ; it muft be left to 
experience and the teft ci time j it was however clear from? 
it that the old fyfiem which led to fucli havock was abandon- 
ed. It was from coiifideiations of this kind, that his Ma- 
jefty had been pleafed to declare from the throne, his readinets 
to treat with any form of government in France upon luit- 
able terms, and he liad no doubt but that his Majctty would 
be willing to treat with any government that wore the ap- 
pearance of durability. Peace was undoubtedly defirablc : 
but fiMwever much we might wifli for peace, we muft prepare 
tor war, and this was chiefly to be done by continuing our 
naval fuperiority ; and it was matter of great confolation to 
us, that ihould we be compelled to continue the conteft," our 
refources were ftil! gnat, while ihofe of the enemy were how 
almoft entirely exhaufted. 

The laft object in his Majefty’s gracious fpeech from the 
throne, his Loidfhip obfcrvcd, was the dtMrnt’fs of corn. A 
lubjcdl highly important to the public large, but parti- 
culaily to the poor, and upon this we could not but feel 
fciuinieiits of gratitude towards his Majefiy, for his paternal 
goodnefs in revommendiog to bis pailiament to apply them-* 
felvcs to this fubjedt. 'Fney fhould eaineftly endeavour 10 
remedy this grievance, to prevent monopoly, and put a flop 
to unfair dealing in that article in particular, fo a$ effectually 
to relieve the crying diftrefles of the poor. His Lordihip 
concluded with moving an Addrefs to his Majefty in the 
ufual iorm. 
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, Lord WaJp»ngham fcconded the Addrefs. 

He faidj it was a frequent cuffoui in that Houfe for the 
perfon who feconded the Addrefs to reft *the queftion in a 
great tncafure on the argument of the noble Ldtd who moved 

it. 

That there never was an occarw^n on w'hich more reliance 
might be placed th in upon ihc (.pcr.ing of his nobie Friend, 
who had moft liilly and ably explained to the Hou c the ob- 
jeiSt and the principles of the Adihefs, v/hich he brought 
forward for their conlulcation. 

And therefore l>c IhoulJ have hern farisfied to let the 
iubje<9: reft where it was, if it w.is nor rec koned a fort of 
rcfpcil to rlie motion and to the Houle to fay foniething 
further upor) thequellion. 

His Lordfliip obferv<^d, that the objefl of the Addrefs was 
to thank the King for the various communications containtd 
in his Majefty’s Speech, and to exprefs the entire concurrence 
of the Houfe at their general lendcucv and rcfult. 

. That the Houfe could not but f cl at being told 

of the general improvement which his found in the 

profpedtof our affairs, and in the pai ileuLir inllances alluded 
to in the Speech, 

That their Loidfhips muft f< ti flil! more farisfied with ref]x»<ft 
to France, innfmuch as it now appeared that thev had not been 
led away by vain and delufive iK)pc^, but that all that had 
been foietoid (ccawd to be now literally and ftildtly coining 
to pafs ; namely, tl)at ihde flinSluating governments upon 
which they have i»om time to time been endeavouring to 
.eftablifh themieivcs could be of no long duration, but inult 
foon moulder 

* And accordingly it was now notorious how much they had 
fuffered in their comm.ice and in their marine, that their 
internal government, and abv^ve all their finances, v/crc 
more and more dilbrdered ever y day , that theijr people having 
no confidence in them yielded them no obedience, but were 
difunited a'lUMigft tbemk Ives, and were looking out for new 
rulers j that great cvems teemed to.be impending, and a 
great crifxs ferrned to be fift approaching. 

what was t!he ufe which was made of this fjtuation 
of aflairs •' Inilcad 4>f availing ourfelves of this depreflion of 
the enemy to Ciarry on the war upon a fpirit of national 
vengeance, and .to prpfecute it under any circumtlances at 
.«i) events, ji^Td to any extent, as it had been induftrioufly 
it was int^ded to do ; inflead of that his Majefl y 
wlidl opportunity of pledging himfelf from his 

'I'brorie 
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Throne to his Parliament, his People, and to all Europe, 
that as foon as fuch a crifis (hould take place, and that a 
fettled government (hould be formed, and that under that 
fettled government a fair profpecl fhould be offered of a fafe 
and honourable peace, his Majcfty will meet it with the 
finccrcft difpu!^^ to treat upon juft and fui table terms, that 
is, upon fijcii as will give to the country the real 

bei'icfits O! [>c.K e w.choutthe cxpcnce and burthens of a war, 
and without the d-triger of being compelled to an immediate 
or early renewal of it, 

Thai he was furc their Lordfhips were all agreed upon 
one iToint, namely, that nothing was more to he avoided 
than a temporary parched up peace, which could tend only to 
cripple the finances and the trade of the country, without 
leaving the means of improving the one or the other j or of 
cftabiiftiing that fort of confidence between nation and 
nation, which is ncceffary for the fecurlty and fuppbrt of their 
whole political fyftcm. 

Nor could it be too often inculcated^ that by two much 
cagernefs and tdb much impatience for peace, ft would 
retard and not accelerate the great objeft yvhich every body 
had in view, and therefore it never could be expelled that 
in the prefent moment, when by dint of exertion and expcnce 
the army and the navy of this country were at their higheft 
Hate of fuperiority, the executive government Ihould lay by 
and wait for events, inftead of profecuting the war with the 
nemoft vigour and energy as the fureft means of commanding 
peace. 

'rhat one thing was moft certain, that it could not be the 
intereft of any d<.fcription of men whatever, to profccute the 
WMr a moment longer than thb ncccftity of the calc indif- 
penfibly called for it, leaft of all could it be the mtereft of 
ininifteis to do fo, they have great refponfibility attached to 
their fituations ; they are expofed to endlefs vexations and 
difappointments ; their tafk is an invidious and an unthank.* 
fuI one ; but if from confiderations of their own cafe and 
political fecurity, they were to give way too foon, they would 
ikcrifice the interefts of the country, they would betray the 
truft that is repofed in them, and they would forfeit the con- 
fidence of the Parliament and of the nation. 

If then the profecution of the war in the prefent moment 
cannot be difpenfed with, where is the quarter of the world 
in which the interefts of the country requires its being carried 
into effe£l fo much as in the Weft Indies ? Whoever will 
conftder the value of thofe iflands, and how large a pare of 
VOL.I. I tho 
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the commerce of this country they compofe, (being not lefs 
than one third of the whole) and how much they are con- 
nefted with our maritime ftrength, will cAicur with his 
Majefty in the expediency of his endeavours to fccure, and if 
poihble to extend thefe poireffions. 

His Lordfliip next obferved, that although it might 
be matter of regret, yet it was matter of neccllity fV)f 
his Majefty to order reprifal^ againft the Dutch, bccoijfc 
fhedefperate rulers under whofe controul that unhappy coun- 
try now was, had begun by taking his Majefty’s and 

tberefove prudence, policy, and feir-defence, required that 
they fhould fur a time be confidered as if they were in a 
ftate of war, for it was a duty incumbent on the King to 
take care that the property of his fubjedts IhoiiiJ net be 
plundered, nor his flag attacked, Vi^lthoiu his having recourfe 
to thofe means v/hich the conftitution of the couniry put into 
his hands for the national redrefs. 

That he thought the treaty wdth Ameiica fhould give 
peculiar fatisfatftion, bccaufe in the moment when France 
was endeavouring to wreft her from ur, and thereby to 
ftrengthen her^Jh in pioportion as fhc might weaken us, it 
was a great objeft to ftrengthen our alliance and connection 
with a country which it fhould he our policy to confider as 
having a common commercial intereft with ourfelves y and 
therefore he hoped that no pain^ would he fpared to make this 
new bond of union permanent and indiflbluble between the 
two countries for ever. 

That with refpeft to that moft important paragraph in his 
Majefty^s Speech, upon the part: and the prefent ftate of 
bread corn in this kingdom, he fliould fay that from the un- 
remitting attention which had been paid to that fubjecl, and 
from the pains which had been taken to increafe the fupply, 
and to diininifh the confumption though the prelTure certainly 
had been felt, yet it had been felt as little, and palliated as 
much as poflible ; and he had read with particular plcafurc 
the obfervatlon of his R:\Jcfty, which he thought hiid been 
moft judicioufly made upon the fpirit of order and obedience 
to the laws which had prevailed in this refpeft, that it was a 
juft: tribute of acknowledgement to the behaviour of the 
nation at large, which had been moft exemplary under fo 
fbvere and trying a calamity j he faid the nation at large, 
becaufe the exceptions were fo few, as to bear no proportion 
to the general bulk qj^the community; at the fame time it 
was to be confiJered, that this was an evil felt at this moment 
by other nations as tvcll as by ourfelves, and was afcribeable 



Oct. 3©.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 59 

to common and general, and not to local caufes ; if however 
it unfortunately happened, that there fhould ilill be reafon to 
apprehend a further Icarcity of grain, he trufted the good 
fenfe of the ^ople of England fliould convince them that 
there was no fubje^l to which the Executive Government 
and Parliament would lend a more willing and decided at- 
tention, and that all poiTible care wduld be taken to try every 
meafure which the nature of the fubje6f would admit, to re- 
duce the piice of this firlt great neccllkry of life, and to pre- 
vent the cncrcafe of it in future. 

The Duke of Bedford faid, that in his opinion when an 
Addrefs was propofed to be carried to the throne, it was more 
confiftent with the dignity of Parliament to adopt a language 
of its own, inftead of adopting the language of the minifter, 
and on the prefent occafion he fhould recommend a very 
different language from that of the Addrefs propoled. He 
had been accuftomed to confider the Speech delivered by his 
Majefly from the I'hrone, as the Speech of the minifter, and 
under that iiiiprcllion he fhould fpeak of it freely. He 
found it his duty to call the attention of the Houfe to it, and 
to propofe an Addrd's as the occafion required. Th^ 
fpeeches of the two noble Lords, who had juft been heard, 
were the fame as the Addrefs itfelf^ and the Addrefs was 
nothing but an echo of the King’s Speech. The noble Earl 
who moved the Addrefs ‘now before the Houfe, had ufed 
much argument on the fubjefl: of French aOignats. He 
fhould nor, his Grace faid, attempt to follow him in that 
particular but would carefully avoid it, bccaufc he did not 
iufficiently underftand the fubjedf to combat the arguments 
of the noble Lords. But when the Houfe recolle<Sled the 
language which had been conftantly held by minifters ftnee 
the commencement of the prefent war, they wmuld find that 
the inability of the french to continue the conteft had been 
.the conftant theme, and they would concur with him in 
admiring the ingenuity of adininiftraiion in contriving ex- 
cufes for -continuing the war year after year. Some years 
ago minifters had told their Lordihips that the French could 
not hold out for three months longer; but one thing was ob- 
fcrvable, praflice oppofed to theory proved that in proportion 
as their aftignats had been depreciated, the vigour of the 
French had been increafetL 

The Speech from the I'hrone flate4» that much improve- 
ment had taken place in our fituation in the courfe (f'f the 
prefent year. When he heard this he heard it with aftonifh- 
menu He really wiibed to know upon wbsl grounds, ini- 

1 2 iiiftera 
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niflers would attempt to fupport fo fallacious, fo idle an af^ 
fertion. » He conceived it to be a coarfe attempt to delude 
their Lordfliips. A foul, grofs, palpable mifreprelenlatioiu 
Improvement in our fituation ! Where were we to look for 
It, or where could it be found? In the lofs of men, in the 
increafe of debts, in the additional taxes ! In the dcfecMton of 
our Allies ? In our difgracc ? In the victories of our enemies ? 
We were told indeed that the French had not been able to 
over-run Italy. He really did not expert to hear this ftated 
as a matter of triumph on our part. If we were to derive 
great fatisfaflion from that event, we mufl: pietty cafily 

iatisfied. The next thing he ftould expeft to hear was, 
that we fliould derive great fatisfaftion that we are cxifling 
as a nation. 

Wc were told that the fuccefles attending the military ope- 
rations of our enemies, and the advantages wh'ch they have 
derived from the conclufion of feperate treaties, are far from 
compenfating the evils of continuing the war. He was no 
advocate for wars, and he did not think that vi(51ory after 
viflory without one defeat, would compenfate for the cala- 
.snities which war occafions, and therefore, he acknowled^jed 
that part of the Speech was true.— But if that was the cafe 
even with the vidlorious party, what was our condition ? 
We had no vuSlory, on the contrary we h.<d fufFered many 
defeats, Aiftained many lofles, and were deferted by moft of 
our allies. 

We were told alfo that, from the embarrafled fituation of 
the French, they anxioufly wiftied for peace ; if they did, of 
which he had no doubt, what muft be the wi/h of the peo- 
ple here, fufFering under every dillrefs that the folly and mad- 
nefs of minifters could have heaped upon them. If the 
French wilh for peace, furcly the people of England muft 
wiflifor peace too, if they were not ay'lufane as the authors 
of their fufFcrings are wicked. He owned he expected fome 
hopes to be held out to us of advantage when we were told 
that France was come to a crifis that would produce im- 
portant events to Europe; but alas, wc had already been told 
by experience, that the projc,ied deftrucStion of France muft 
produce important evenrs to Europe. We were told again, 
that (liould this crifis produce luch a government in Francip 
as was confiftent with the tranquillity of Europe, his Ma« 
jefty would be ready to treat. And then it was hinted, that 
thejprefent government of France was not fuch as to be ca- 
pab^ of keeping the faith of treaties ; this minifters had often 
Did they mean to infuiuate it now f— He would 
' venture 
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venture to fay they dared not. They dare not at this tiipe, 
attempt fo grofs a delufion on the underftandings of their 
Lordftiips ; if fuffered to do this> the next thing they would 
clnim, would be the power oi making what peace they picafed s 
but he trufted their liordlhips would that night fhew their dif- 
approbation of fuch attempts, in a manner too decided t(* 
give minifters any encouragement to proceed. Indeed there 
never was any thing folid in the objeclion againft treating 
with P' ranee, on the fcore of their being unable to preferve 
the faith of treaties.-— Had they not kept faith with America? 
Had they had not kept faith with Spain, with Pruffia, and 
various other powers ? Had they not alfo maintained neu- 
trality with many powers?. Moft unqueftionably they had^ 
and lb they would with us, if our mindlers had entered into 
any negociatioii with a Gentleman who had been in this 
country for fome ihort time; it might have been well for us 
had he ftaid a little longer, but he was gone. Minifters^ 
the Duke faid, perfifted in carrying on this war, without 
the leaft regard for any opportunity that might be in their 
way to negociate for peace. If their LordlTiips did not 
now check them, the evil to this country would foon become 
a dreadful one. The miferics which it had already brought 
on the people were fo numerous and complicated, that were 
he to recount them, jt would take whole hours to go through 
the catalogue. He (hould decline it, for he knew they were 
too freQi in their I^ordfliips^ recoiled ion to need recital. 

He then proceeded to take a ftiort view of fome of the dif- 
aders of the laft campaign. Firft, the expedition to the 
Coaft of France. We had been told that fo prevalent was 
loyalty in France, tbat if we did but land a prince there, the 
French would flock to his ftandard by thoufands; -a gallant 
army were coliecied for that purpofe. Madly as this feheme 
had been planned, it had been ftill more madly condiidcd* 
Emigrants v.'cre brought forward and colledted from all quar- 
ters; fome of them drawn out of oui prifons. The infoJcncc 
with which they had been treated here, induced them, to re- 
turn to their own country upon any terms, and the refult was 
what any man of .lenfe muft have expeSed ; insthis inftance, 
many brave and illultrious men werj^'' facrificed, who had 
often protefted agaii?ft the project, but •they had no alterna- 
tive; Large quantities of ammunition ana ftores were here 
loft, and at a time when the poor of our own country were 
either ftarving or lingering on the precarious bounty of the 
rich, who fomctiincs conJefeended to give them a fcanty al- 
lowance of the worft of food. Not content however with 

the 
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thdtvtnt of /he firJT: expedUion. Minlfters were dctcrniiiicd> 
if /eemsy to fr/ 3 fccond, and if report^ fpoke truly, it ItaJ 
sdrekdy failed completely. By this and iinvhr expeditions a 
large fpace of the Tea had been left open to the enemy, and 
they took pretty good care to derive the proper advantage 
from it, as their Lordfliips well knew. 

The Duke faid, he muft next take notice of his Maiefty^s 
communication to the Houfe, with refpecl to the Wcfl Indies. 
He firmly believed that no man would lay his hand upon his 
heart and fay, we ftand now upon a better foundation than 
we flood on at the commencement of the war. 'I here were 
fent the flower of the Britifli army, many who had rendered 
theinfelves illuftrious by their condufl, but whofe efibrts 
, might after all be ufelefs, for they had not only to contetid 
with an indefatigable enemy, but had alfo to cjicountcr dif- 
cafes that were infeparable from an uiiwholcfomc climate. 
What their lofs would be he was afraid to calculate. 

There remained another part of his Majefty’s Speech of. 
which he fliould take notice, it was tl.at which related to the 
high price of grain. Upon this topic he confefild he was 
extremely doubtful whether any .Parliamentary interference 
could be of any avail whatever. I here was, however, one 
way of putting an end to the great did refs of the poor, and 
that was by pin ting an end to the war, which was the occa- 
iionof itj lor no one could pretend to fay, that the wafte of 
war was not greater, even in feeding the fame number of 
perfons, than it would be if each man was in his cottage 
inftcad of the field; bcfidcs what wc wTre daily giving up to ^ 
the enemy, what w’as wafted in camps, j^nd a thoufand 
other ways. Add to this the effcdl: of our conduft in fizirg 
jicutral fhips laden with corn, W'hich prevented neighbouring 
Itates from fhipping their wlicat. 

But thelc were not all the evils to which we were expofed. 
We had been deferted by Ailiis whom we had retained by 
large fubfidies, and we had to contend with an enemy, fitter 
for the fatigues of war than w'e are. To add to this wc had 
a profpeifl of famines thank God it was not yet fo great as 
was apprehended it would have been at this clay ; but there 
v;as a profpe£l: of its 'becoming dreadful. All tWe evils he 
imputed in coqimon W'ith many, to the corruptnefs of atlmi- 
niltration and to their wickedneA, but in the opinion of ail, 
Iheir ;^e^kners ; aiid adminiftration, compofed of men as 
of maintaining the true intcrefts of the nation, as of 
ticii own charader ; and unlefs Pariiament fhould 
cjkrt itfeTf% the country jpull be undone. They fhould make 

ufc 
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life of that freedom which had been tranfmitted to them hy 

their ance/iors* They ihould tell the truth to their Sove-^ 
reign. They fbould tear off the veil which minffters had caft 
over his eyes, for if he could but once be made acquainted 
with the wretchednefs of his people, he had too much good- 
nefs of difpofition not to be ftruck with their fufferings, and 
to take the only ftep by which they can be effectually relieved, 
to give them peace. If the Houfe were to be lulled again 
by the ftupid cry of Jacobin Principles,” or by any other 
common place words to forget their duty, then indeed 
the fituation of this once flouriftiing, this once happy king- 
dom would be ■ ■■■ « ■ : He might attempt to deferibe it. But 
the pidlure would be too awful 5 and therefore, here he would 
clofe the feene. The Duke propofedin fubftance the follow- 
ing amendment to the Addrels. 

“ To intreat his Majefty to view the ftate of affairs for the 
three laft years : to confider what Allies have abandoned this 
country 5 that many of the Britifh poflcHIons in the Weft 
Indies have cirher been pillaged or rendered infeciTre ; that 
the expeditions tc' have either proved difgracefiil or 
abortive; that*Vv2* expenditure of blood and treafure has been 
unparalleled; and that fuch being the refult, the Houfe can- 
not di (charge their duty, without entreating his Majefty not 
to aft on the opinion that the Frenoh Guvernment cannot 
preferve the relations of peace and amity; but that his Ma- 
jefty will take decifive and immediate meafures to enter into a 
negociatioa for peace, without adverting 10 the government 
of France; and that if the piefent government refufe to treat, 
that Houfe will perfervere in a vigorous profecution of the 
war.” 

Lerd Grenville rofe to reply, and began his fpeech with 
declaring, that fuch advice as the Noble Duke had re- 
commended had never before been given to minifters. He 
had liftened with attention to the Noble Duke in expeftation 
of hearing fome new arguments in favour of our entering at 
this time into a negotiation for peace, but his expeftation 
had not been realized. His Majefty’s lervants were now cal- 
led upon at once to forfakc their honour and the intereft of 
their tountry, and to proftrate both at the feet of F ranee. Let 
their Lordfliips a little coiifider what was ftaied by the Noble 
Duke, in anfwer to one of the moft able (peeches he had ever 
heard from the mover of an Addrefs. The Noble Duke alked 
wherein our improvement confifted ? ^Hc had faid, xhzt wd 
are at this time not nearer the point than when we com- 
jExienced, and that his Majefty ’s iervii||6its%'ere nor warranted 
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in ftating, that our condition is materially improved. They 
hud told parliament by his Majefty’s fpeech (and he was 
ready to argue the point in that way, for certainly it was 
perfefliy conftitutional to make minifters refponfibie for every 
word in the fpeech from the throne) they had told parlia- 
ment that our profpeft was materially improved. They had 
recited circumttatices in proof. They had (fated that ofFen- 
fivc operations meditated againft Italy by the French, had 
been defeated. Was that, or was it not^ a material improve- 
ment? Would any man deny it? Would any man deny 
that France was ftated laft year, anti that too by the Noble 
Duke and others who oppofed adminiftration, to be on the 
point of over- running Italy, a^d that if they did, the profpeft 
wemid be alarming in confequeiice of it? Was that true, or 
was it not?' Now the French had been checked, and he 
would a(k again; and appeal even to the Noble Duke for an 
anfwcr j was not our profpeil materially improved by that 
check? He would afk their Lordfliips to take the fide of 
Germany. The French had eroded the Rhiv\c, and they 
proceeded a confiderable length on a narro ^ frace, and for 
ibme time they were not refilled j when had been le- 
filled, they fell back and were afterwards compelled to raife 
the fiege of Mentz, there they now only talk of another 
campaign, not of any aftive operation in this. Was not 
this an improvement in the fituation of affairs ? The Noble 
Duke furely therefore deferted his iifual accuracy, when he 
infilled that our fituation was not materially improved. 
He would refer alfo to our naval fuperiority. He would 
a(k whether our operation on the Dutch fleet, and on 
the French fleet, were or were* not improvements on our litu- 
ation? A French fleet had been met, defeated, and blocked 
np in the baibour of I'oulon for many months, and then a 
fmall fquadron of that fleet was able to efcape and tal^e one 
Ihip of the. line of ours, and part of the convoy. If we 
were to be told that we were not fupeiior, while one fliip of 
the enemy can efcape, then our fuperiority was not eftablifli- 
ed. We had met the lircft fleet, captured many of their 
fhips, chafed them into port, and there kept them blocked up. 
In fact our naval fuperiority had been more dec idedJy.cfta- 
bhfltcd fince the laft year, than at any former period of our 
hillory. 

. Sdefi' was;thc fituation of this country, and yet a Brltilh 
called upon to advife a Britifh king not to fay 
of fatisfatSlion at all this. But this was not all the 
we had q||ta^d over the enemy. Were Noble 
Dords aware of the dwtruclion of the commerce of the 

F rench. 
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French. The noble’ IJuke treated one part of the fuWeft in 
a manfner that waffe hot quite tOnfittent with his chararar for 
information. He faid, he ^ not chufe to fay much on 
French affighats, becaufe he"&hew but little of them} (hat 
was not the caufc of his paffing them by, for if he chofe to 
apply his mind and his great talents to the fubje^^ he might 
foon knOw them well. Nobody could juftly accufe the 
noble Duke of ignorance on any political tbp|t : he ftid 
but little on them becaufe he did not chufe thefi^'^I/Otdfhips 
to think long on them ; it did not fuit the amendment which ^ 
the noble Duke propofed^ and therefore he paflpd that topic 
by with a mere glance. The amendment propofed was no “ - 
more than calling oh their lirordfhips to furrender entirely to ‘ 
France and put all we had in ' bhr power in the hands of the 
enemy. . The original Addre&^ 0^ the contrary, appeared to 
him to be fuch as favoured thb intcreft of all Europe. He 
defired the Houfe to compare the lituation of the two coiin*- 
tries. This country, if driven to a further progrefs of the 
Vrar, could bear it, for we had ftill great refources. Whereas 
the enemy was almoft totally deftitute of any. What had 
been the refources of the enemy? Ailignats. To alSgnats , 
the French revolution owed its 'fuccefs, and with their fall 
would expire the whole fyftem of that Revolution. T^o this \ 
point they were now rapidly running. In this r^fpc<£l ,the 
fituation of France, he faid, was materially changed fince 
laft year. During that period the depreciation of the allig- 
nats had encreafed in the ratio of 16 to t, and all other 
property in the fame proportion. He did not advance it as 
an opinion of his own, ot as the refult of his own reafon^* 
ings, when he affirmed, that unlefs the, number of affignjats 
in circulation was diminilhed, the coOIntry would be totally 
ruined, and the farther profecution of the war, "on their 
part, rendered impracticable. He gathered this information 
from men of every party and principle among the enemy 
themfelvcs, who in their fucceffive ftruggles for power had 
been called to alTume the dire£tioit of tWe sffairs. Were 
individual authority to communicate any K^hgth to the 
gener^ concunrence^ he would adduce the opinion of a man 
of cohfid(;i^blc w weight^||ji6wcver unwilling he 

might^be to ackd^wlim^ it in other ^li^ers, he could rely^ 
upon on the fub|e£t of French finance* GeneraF Monteu 
quie% toy^m, he alluded, was certainly a man of 
He had b^ the fupporter, if not the^^rojedOr, 
of papatf^^kd^'^at its ccM^encement, a^d 
his reti^ his country/ ni had devoted hindllf to dif- 
Voii‘. I* K # cbvej 



'66 WOODFALL'9 PARU AM ENT Ary REPORTS. [Lonjilf. 

cover SL remedy for the . cvUSf- snd the dangers which 
the Jiinlimited extenfion of that fy/iem^b^d occalioned^*-^ 
£ven he defpaired of ifuccefs ; and what were to be 
the fentimeots of thgir Lprdfliips, ,whep they faw the 
opinions they were alfn capable of judging upon the point? 
General Montefquieu had written a memorial on the fubjeft, 
recommending and enforcing the immediate neceffity, of 
withdrawing a great proportion of a/lignats from circulation, 
and out ofvij milliards to leave only 3 milliards. The cir- 
culation^ n'6 iaid, had been encrcafed fince Montefquieu wrote, 
in a period of only four months, five more milliards; and at 
length the Committee of Finance had refoivcd to call in the 
whole aflignats, and break the. plates to pieces. When the 
p^per currency was introducijd, the revolution could not have 
Been fupported without its aili|&Ance, nor, tlie great fuccefles 
have been obtained which "ffie French had been able ta 
atchicvc. Weakened as they were at prefent by the feverity 
of their lofTco and the extravagance of their exertions, it was 
impofiible that France could any longer maintain the extra-, 
ordinary eftablilhinent which had rendered her fo formidable. 
Every writer on the fubjedf of paper currency, agrees that 
inch an enormous mafs, fo little proportioned to any folid 
capital, mu ft at length accompliili the utter ruin of a ftate. 
This the Convention had conicflcd, and had again admitted 
the neceflity of employing coin, which it would be impojTible 
for them to obtain. He explained the inconvenience which 
the French army fuflained, the officers being paid in aflignats, 
while the privates received one penny of their pay in money, 
and which had occafioncci :.i petiiioji a*'fi rcmonlirance from 
fhe officers, complaining that the privates were thus better 
paid by the difference of the value between the coin and the 
aflignats; a circumftance, he faid, wh’ch would infallibly 
difguft the army, and perhaps occafiun k..nc fbrious cata- 
ftrophe. If it could be any fatisfaclion to bciv ld our enemies 
exhaufted, and approaching to a point at which they would 
ccafe to be dangerous ; if .it was any fadsfadtion to be carried 
nearer to the,period of a fecurc peace, we enjoyed thefe ad- 
vantages, and could fay, that our fituation was im['roved^ 
By the exertions we had made, and by |^«ujdiftrcfles we had 
caufed to be, felt, the e of peace had Secome g^ne^al in 
France. Her internal ftate, he faid, was changed. Though 
he could not go fo far as to call the principles now prdfefled 
goodi|{heyf:wer- comp^^tively fo. He contrafted the prcfcnt 
that of terror, exprefled his deteftab'oa of the 
'liaqd^id that the new cohftituuon was a mifemble and 

imperfedi 
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imperfe£l copy of ours, with femie Grange principles ^ixed 
up in it'i but with all its it was a valuable acquffitioa 

to this country, as it migfii; lay the foundation of peace* 
With regard to the paflage in the Speech which had given 
rife to fome obfervation, that his Majcfty “ was unable to 
forefee the confequences of the prefcm crifis/* he would 
alk, What language it would have been becoming to have 
employed ? — It would have been highly impropcfj;jto have? ex- 
prefled a determination to negociate upon tefms fhort of 
thofe which this country had a right to cxpeiSt. It was fuf- 
ficient that the Speech held qut an alTurance of a readinefs to 
accept fuch ternis of accommodation, as might be confiftcnt 
with honour and fecuijty. Ho con lidcred the advice which, 
the Noble Duke wiflied to pre/ent to his AlajeWy, as highly 
impolitick and extraordinary^, .'To negociate with an expir- 
ing* government could yield no fecurity for the permanence of 
any peace, which might be concluded. It was hot polHble to 
know the fentiments which the new Lcgillature might enter- 
tain, or what difpofition they might have to fulfil the en- 
gagements of their prcdeccflbrs, and he put the cafe that ’a 
negotiation were commenced and in progrefs with the prefent 
Convention, and the new Legi/laturc fhould refufe to fulfill 
its conditions. From the fituation of Paris, he faid, and.tlie 
diftradions of party, it was mipoflible to form at prefent 
any permanent accommodation. The befi, and indeed the 
only good feature in the noble Duke^s amendment, was its utter 
impracticability. How could they cairy to the foot of the 
Throne advice, v/Inch his Majefiy could notpradife? Perhaps 
at the moment an ambaflador was difpatched to Paris’^ he 
might find the flreets ftreaming with: blood, and it might de- 
pend upon the ifl'uc of a battle, whether he was to recognize 
as the Government, the Convention, the Committees, or the 
Citizens at the Freiteh Theatie, And could the Noble 
Duke, exped to obtain the concurrence of thnt lloufc to 
kich an advice, and to prevail upon them to abandon the de- 
C'^rations which they had fo repeatedly aqrffolemnly adopted ? 
Undoubtedly , the coruiltion of France at all times deeply 
affbded the inpa^fks of Great Britain it would therefore be re- 
pugnant to the^s^elfare and honour^ijtf the ftate to give advice 
to his Majefty fimilar to thar movbd by the Noble Duke, 
advice jufiified by no diftiefs, no preffure, no jsxigcncy. 
Tnc^ .^ni^ndment of the Noble £>li]cc, he faid^ lik^ife went 
to hx upah minifters a rejponfibility of the ^vcfeli , Jcind, if 
they fliould be unable tbtlftrry into effcd:“the tfieafures Udiicti 
ijt recommended to be adopted. 


There 
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feis^9« were peculiarly irit^6fted,;'aad .^^S ^ feow 

f^^erjuous It was to, employ tnuxii)^ time in prelling it upoti the 
i^ntion of their Lofdfhips fcarcity of grain, it was* 
ftaired, exifted in the country, for the alleviation of which 
every care Ihould he beftowed. Yet it could little conduce 
' to the happinefs of the people to inform them that this cala- 
mity was occalionedby the vvar, Andthe more cfpeqially when 
the fail was direilly the reverfe. Famine cou*d not be pre- 
vented by bearing the unprovoked aggreflion of our enemies. 
Much of .the fcarcity was-Owing to the prefent unprodudlive 
fituation of the Netherlands, wht>re new government lliemed 
unfavourable to agriculture. By Ihe war and its commence- 
menr,,ivhen this country was .forced into it, the Netherlands 
v/eipe two years kept out of .the hands of the French, and 
the ports of H[ip|lland prevented from bring fooner (hut againft 
us. T he difafter at Quiberon had not occafioned the fcarcity 
of provifion, as he could afTurc the Houfe that the grain, 
which upon that occafion fell into the hands of the enemy, 
was not, as erroneoufly aiTerted, conveyed from this country, 
but confided chiefly of the cargoes of fome of the American 
ihjps, which had been feized in their way to France. He 
vindicated that expedition from the cenfures it had received. 
The bad fuccefs of it was, he faid, folcly to be aferibed to the 
treachery ot emigrant corps, an event which ninifters could 
not forefee, and for which they cannot be refponfible. They 
Jlad qqnfided the fcle6lion to the emigrant officers, and to whon^^ 
could they have confided if, with fo much probability of its 
being widdy made ? His Lordfliip concluded with obferving, 
tbaf there was no man more defirous of Peace than he was ; 
dnd the Speech aflbrded a reafonable expeflation, that, when 
fuitable terms of peace were oltercd, his Majcfiy would not 
refufe them. 

The Marquis of Lanjdown began with declaring, that the 
little fuccefs, that had uniforifily attended his efforts in that 
Houfe, with a view to caution minillcrs in time againft the 
mtfchicvbus and alfelming confequences cf the war, had much 
difindined him from pur (uing fo fruidefs a fyftefn any longer, 
and indeed a variety of r^afpns co-operated/^ him dp- 
'Urousof continuing in Ih^trountryj the fituation! bf 

affairs however Induced him to do a violence to his incli- 
nations 5 ^eir Lordfbips ^ight reft aflurcd, therefore^ that 
IJptbing Iftit a defep fenfe duty compelled him to appear 
after hb^ing fo repeatedly declared his fentiments on 
the abid prpgrefs of the \rar, fentiments ddivered 
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with fomu^h modWatidfi^^ receive wid|. 
fo much arrogance; H6 declared, he ha#;latrfjr , read dv 
e^rery line that he had fpokeof^i^ the fubjei^ of the* "ttrar, to 
found in thp publications of the times, and hie did hot find 
the fmdlleft occafion to retrail a ifinglc fyllable^ At its com- 
mencement it vA-is a qucftion 'wl^bethcr the national honour 
fliould be prefei ved entire, whether Germany feoiild be eh- 
ciangered or Holland loft ? His apprehenfions on d^ch or tlk>ie 
topicks had been realized, Holland was gone, Germkny in 
danger, and our arms difgraced. Thefe were fafls that were 
obvious, fa£ls that all men, even of the lowed rank, were, 
enabled and qualified to decide. He confelTed his aftonifli-* 
ment on finding that his Majefty had been advifed to declare 
his fatisfaflion at the improvfement in the profpedt^of our 
affairs, but much as he was furprtzed at fuch a declaration, he 
had been not a little amufhd with the explanations givcyi by 
the noble Secretary of State. When he had formerly pro* 
phecied the confequeiices that would refult from the condudl 
"■“of our allies, his obfervations had been heard with impatience 
and difguft. When he prefumeda little to c^pubt the fecurity 
we had for the Aims lavifhed on the Jting of Prufiia, the 
noble Secretary had been indignant that the honour offo good 
and fo faithful an ally fhould be* fufpefled, or that the zeal 
and fteadinefs of the. King of Sardinia (liould be queftioned* 
The noble Secretary of State chofe to forget all thefe clr^ 
cumftances, and even exulted in the national fuccefs, becaufd 
the prophecies had not been completely fulfilled, and things 
were but half as bad as had been predided. This taking 
credit for what had not been loft, this improvement in our 
fituation reminded him of a ftory whiph afforded a pleafant 
iliuftration, and was well known to every body who had 
ferved in Germany in the feven years war. Marfhall '■■■■ . 
but he would not mention his name, was at faro in the 
Marquis of Granby’s tent one evening, where he was prefent, 
as i I deed he too often found himlelf, and he faid to him. 
Well Marftiall, what have you done to nijght ? done (faid 
the Marlball) why I have loft 50!/^ Updli' which he ex- 
preffed his furprife, and faid “ I’m fjjre I faw you win,’* 
“ Yes replied tbe^; ^felarftiall fo 1 but I’ve loft 50!.^ 

becaufe when 1 fat^ibwjn, I was det^feined to win lool. and 
J have only won ^ 61 . therefore I am a lol'cr of 50I.” In like 
manner the noble Secretary pf State^made out the Jtti^rdfe- 
ment in our fituation. Only half tW misfortunes tliait. had' 
been foretold had taken and therefore he boafted of our 
good fortune. Upon principle, the events of the war 

confideted^ 




WpOlilFALL^S 



RKORTS. 




COiiJi^ereil our flhce laft fe0io<i‘1)ad been brilliant 

ana upon this principjl&^jf rhinifters were told they 
liquid lofe tbe.Eaft Indies, they might if the event happened 
fo, make it a boad that they had not loft the whole but only 
the coaft, or in the Weft Ijttdies they might probably be able 
to fay, “ You told us, we fhould lofe all our Iflancis, but it is 
no fuch thing, we have only loft one or two of them.” 
But what was our good fortune ? Was it an improvement of 
our lituation, that the French had got pofleftion of Luxem- 
burgh, of Dufleldorf,^^ and Manheim ? Was it an improve- 
ment that the Eleflor of Bavaria, and moft of our allies had 
made peace' with the French ? That the Landgrave of Hefle 
Gaflel, our faithful ally, no fpoher received his arrears, which 
hfe had Contrived to get of the prefent minifters, although the 
Aicceffivc adpainiftrations for thirty years together had rcfnfedto 
pay them, than he alfo left us and made . peace with the common 
enemy? With fuch facSts as thefe ftaring him in t!ie face, how 


many years of fuch improvement did the noble Secretary 
State think the nation vVould be able to bear ? In the Sjjccch 


from the Throne, the Marquis obferved, there were fome 


faint glimmerings of peace. Thefe the noble Secretary of 
.State trufted would be examined with candour, and that the 
Houfe would be too complaifant to interfere with his 
Majefty’s minifters in the way in which pcafce was to be 
made. He owned he had little confidence in the future con- 


dufl: of minifters, judging of the future by the paft, but on 
the prefent occafion he was difpofed to li’ke them at their 
Word. If it were true that France was tired of the war and 


panted for peace, v/hy did not minifters come down with a 
peace in their bands ? If their boafts of improvement in our 
iituation and of temporary lliccefs were iounded, this w'as oi 
all others the moft favourable moment for negotiation. The 
’ Empire could only be faved by. peace, and he repeated what he 
had taken the. liberty of urging laft fcflion, viz. that it was of 
the iitmoft importance to preferve the Empire entire. 'J'he 
French ftdl kegtjppireflion of the German fide of the Rhine, 
and the King' of PruHia was to be ci leaded. If pcape were 
delayed, perhaps that i w^ry Monarc nrigfejc' avail himfelf of 
ihe ^circumftanccs gf .pother campaigt^ “d.nd execute t!ic 
; projedts, which he might poflibly be meditating at this 
moment. In 1782 y^n a noble Earl near him, (Lord 
had faced the|4i^mbined fleets of Francc^aiid Spain 
fp. rnuch his own" honour, a|^ to the advantage of ids 
\ gentry, th'S favourable opportuni^, was feized on', a negotiii- 
Jponlvas inftitated, by the means cJ which his Ivlajcfty^was 
f \ ‘ ' enabled 
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enabled to come thiit Speech, which w,ould re- 

main a lafting glory tb^ the Winals of this country; fo con- 
vinced was he of this, that no confideradon upon earth 
coqld induce him to foregb^die fhare be had in thefe tranf^ 
aftions. 1 1 

If .minitters wlflicd ever fo ipiish to negotiate for peace, 
they faid they could not, afldiig,"^^h whom are we to treat ? 
Let them afk the Eledor of Hanover, he had left them, al- 
though he of all our Allies, might have been expefted tol 
have (laid with them a little longer. He had found parties 
to treat with, :'nd fo might they, if they chofe it. 7'he 
old ftory of the exhaufted ftate of the French finances bad 
been brought jfor ward by the noble Secretary of State, who 
had dedicated much of his Ipeccb to difplay the extent of the 
depreciation. He wiQied fome of his Majefty's minifters had 
paid fome attention to the finances of this country. If thofe 
of France were not Mnli?»jted, the finances* of tSreat Britain 
were not without bouiuds. One fymptom of an alarming 
nature had been talked of. He begged to know if the taxes 
of this year had proved producSliv'e ? If the taxes failed, all 
was over. While minifters were though tlefsly* lavifhing 
fuch prodigious fums, it would become them to confider that 
circumllance, and to rccollcft that the people cotild only bear 
taxes to a certain extent, and that a few more would weigh 
down the fcale. To attempt to make an imprefiion on St. 
Domingo was not cafy. There was little chithce imlecd of 
doing it, and Lord Chatham knew it fo well, that in his feven 
years, he never would attempt it. As to the Welt Indian 
armament, he underftood it was the worft arranged, and the 
Vi^orfl equipped that had evier gone from this country, and 
would not be fit to fail for fcveral wcek3 to comei Minifters 
were TOO confident in regard to the fuccefs of this expedition. 
It impofiiblc ill the courfe of fi)ur months to’’do enough 
WMili It to put our affairs in a better pofture for negotiation, 
than they were at prefent. After all were they fure that one 
worn -out Ifland dr two, were worth the expence of fuch an 
armament? 'Fhe French might likewife^^X 9 ntinue feeding' 
their colonies by fending out troops difappoint i*s. 
''J 'heir plan of fending out Ihip after (hip from time to time, was 
what our minifters fliould have followed, but they generally' 
waited fo long, that the troops, wtien they got to The Well: 
Indies, arrived there too late to be of anv ufc. If the.difcuf- 
llon that had taken place in the Conv^tion was to be relied on, 
it did not appear that they meant to give up the Netherlands ; at 
leaft itdid not feem likely that they would exchange them for 
Weft India fettlemcnt^^ as were powjprful enough 

in 
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Ifiand$^ but to invade oura.<^. The held out in the 

fceech, though rathcV more i^eific than that of the laft 
ieiSon, he was fatisfied Oieant^i^thing more than a diiplay of 
the dexterity of mlniftcr$ lfif getting on with the war for 
another year* Laft ycari|||ety tiling was to be atchieived by 
one decifive vigorous effort, now the new ordfer of things 
in France was relied on. Such had been the policy of Lord 
North with his American war, who regularly brought on 
his meafur?rs from year to year, and thus manoeuvered on to 
the year 1782. One year he had his Bofton Port Bill, and 
that was held out as likely to, do .every thing ; another year he 
had his Prohibitory Bill, and ;that was to put an end to the 
war. Then again he brought forward his famous Con- 
dliatory Propofitions, and feleSed a noble Earl * from that 
Houfe, whor(]t he did not then fee in his place, and fome 
members of the other Houfe, one;o|‘|;^em a pretty violent 
man t in oppofition, to fend over as C^ii^ners to America. 
Lord North, he faid, knew mankind, and had wit and humour ' 
about him to enable him to get through with his plans. He 
ufed to play off one fet of men againft another, for there 
Were the mioUnt and thi mofl violent ; to one he held one fort 
of argument and the exadi reverfe of it to another, thus to 
iom^ he laid, fuch and fuch a meafure was to do all by con^ 
ceffion a^d conciliatic n, to others that, its operation would be 
coercive and compulfory. After all this evafion the war went 
on with great and unrelaxed vigour, and continued for feveral 
years. The boar that was then to be hunted was good 
humoured and witty, but indolent, but the prefent boar was 
a different animal, he pofleffed the real qualities of the crea- 
ture and was, he believed, of the true breed. 

The depreciation of affignats about which the noble Se- 
cretary of Stare faid fo much, was not of the confeqisence 
that he feemed to imagine. It was dear that he inclined to 
the old exploded idea, that money was the iinew of war. An 
idea contradided by the beft writers oH the fubica ancient 
and modern. faid Livy upon it ? He toldf us of three 

things that cohfhtoted the finews of war, foldiers, good 
commanders^ jind good fortune, all of wi^ch the French 
pofleffed in aq^eminent tl^gree. He therefore would oppofe 
the opinion of Livy to that of General Monte'fquicu, of whom 
the noble Secretary ^ad , |^ken in fuch warm ftraini of ap- 
plaufe. Had. Ke veuturc^fto have beftowed fo much praife 

. • Sad vf Caiil/lc* I’ TbeJJjite Governor Johnfloiie. 

on 
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on a Frehiihitiari, !^ &^Jd havjslraicurreii and even 

now he would liot the noble Lord a$ h6 Wflhed to pre- 
ferve moderation. But he reported wh^ he had before faid, that 
nothing in point of refourceri1w$ beyond the reach of a re- 
volutioriary government, \i#heiea£' regular governments had 
their limitations in point of refoorcesr beyond which they 
could not ,go. He trufted therefore, that what had happened 
to the old French governmetit would ferve as a warning to 
miniftersoif the fatal cohfequences of .irtlp’^bvidently exhauft- 
ing the revenues of this country^ With refpecS: to the eulbgy> 
vAich the noble Secretary of State had applied to the new 
conftitujtion of France, he did not objeftto it,' but hoped the 
French people would derive every pollible hippinefs from 
their efpoufals with this Lady/ Bride. The Marquis ridi- 
culed the idea of’ their being' any difficulty in fettling the 
ceremony of which liquid Tend ambafladors tq negotiate. 
The French he entertained not any prejudices on 

fo narrow a grourfqi! 'i*Ood only knew, what might be the 
*conrequence' of pitrfaing the prefeat meafures till the next 
meeting of Parliament, and therefore the fooner the nego- 
tiation was fet on foot the better, Evtln now the Germanic 
conftitutioh, the integrity of which being, preferved, was of 
fo much importance to the balance of ^Europe, wais ; already 
fhaken to its centre, and its total demolition muft enfue if ala 
end were not put to4he prefent critical cdnjundlurc of affairs. 
He hoped therefore that the ntoment> was approaching when • 
the eyes of men would be opened^ and that his Majefty as 
King of Great Britain would follow the fame ebnduA that 
he had adopted as Eledlor of Hanover. 

There remained one great topic in the Speech, and in 
the Addrefs, on which he had not touched, and he owned he 
was perfefily aftonifhed to hear the noble Sccrctiffy of State 
fay it was a delicate matter and ought not to be agitated; he 
meant the high price of corn and the fituation of the poor. 
That, he faid, was t^e main caufe of his being then prefent. 
'Fhe poor were actually ftarvihg. In laft he had 

produced a p^per,; which he ilad at that in his pockety 

drawn up by a', rdpeftable magiftrate, a clergyman of the 
Weft ot Engla^^, who had figned his name to it, ^ his^ 
requeft. He it to thei#? Lordfhips in January, 

and it ftated,.that 'the 'poor had nothing but bread and water 
toexift upon. The cafe, he was fii|try to fay, was much al- 
tered for the worfe. They had now no bread to eat. For-' 
merly his ftatlng this fa<^ was heSrd with im- 

patience and deemed j^#in|cal, and fo what he had then! 
V 01 .L L fkH 
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ftid, might even itow be c0*ifidcred. /jHcf^beiriily wifhed h© 
haO not (uch 4 talc; to tell their Lordibijif^*^btit rhe flate of the 
poor was mife raids, beyond (Jefeription, and when, he faid fo,- 
he fpoke from hi'S owii knowledge, having ta-ken every pof- 
fible means to afcertain the fatt bwieiiquiry among the poor, 
Avho lived in his neighbourhood in the comitry, tie de- 
clared, he had endeavoured to obtain as much information 
as he could coliedt, meaning to ftatc it to their Lordfhips, 
but hf* had carefully ahft^ined from laying any thing to teed the 
hopes of the poor, or hold out any promife that might de- 
lude or millead them/^ As might naturally be expefteJ, im; 
had heard a -great nui'nhcr of remedies nropofccl, but only o:^e 
means of curing the evil, that appcar -d to him :it all feafibi?, 
and even refpociing that, he : begged their Loi din ips to un- 
derftand that he had not. made up'^his niind.^ I'he remedy to 
which he ;illuded was to'rifc the price of labour, and mcresilb 
the wages of the poor in proportion to^tfoprtce of corn. It had 
be<*n laid down by rliofe who had made'theiitfelves mailers of the 
fillyecf, that a- poor man could not inaintait> his family upon 
lefs" than a budiel of wheat a w'eck, the idea therefore was, 
the price of a labouring man’s wages ihould always be 
the aniounf oFa price of a bulhel of wheat. In t^VilLliiirc, 
the* Marquis faid, the; price of labour was feven fhilhngs a 
week^ whereas j^tprefeni wheat was* fourteen fhilKngs a buihel. 
In conyerlin^ with the poor on the fubjctft, he had always 
endeayoured to mrikc them ca«fy, firfl by relieving them as 
far as he could, and ivext, by endeavouring to convince them* 

. that any attempts to procure relief by force wmuld onlyradd 
to the evil, and ful'jcct thorn tojatal confeciuences. In gc- 
Hctal he had fuccecdcd in this, very well, but there was or.o 
'poifrt which he found their underftandings were not equal to, 
and that was, the bringing them to a ienle that Iroppmg the 
tranfit of corn, would only lead thorn into a ferapo, andbrint 
on new obftaclcs to their being relieved. Ail ihefe dilfreftes 
be muft iirpute in a great mcafure, if not wholly, to the 
continuance of. war ; and it was fo obvious, 'that he w* s 
altonifhed thafcWbe noble Seer t, ary of State fliou Id have 
denied the fadf. He begged to a/k ificreafeU con- 

fi mption' by Che nuincrods armies., the waft e in 

camps, and ih the in tiie a conftant 

tralHck is kept up by the failors and marines ^yith.thc purler, to 
whom they leli thrir pr^ldfions for liquor, the great quantity 
Tent abroad to fced.^ the emigrant^ troop* , &c. rkat; bad fallen 
into t^e*'feands of the enemy, by fbeir getting pofleffion of our 
Biagf^d&ines, &c. wt rc not all comc^biericcs o"t the war, and ot 
Ibe year Oiily r Add to ihiS;, did not the war m the Cemcinent 
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operate trroft fatally toi^abridge ufiiail of, the foil ? 

Brabant a«d Fland^rfij^^iand Poland, which ofeti to fupply ft> 
much corn to the reft of Europe, nOWy in qonfequence of 
the military opT.itions in, tl^fe>fertije-;.cduatries, e><;pei'scnce 
a total cxrin6Ti<)ii of their ufual cultivation, agiiouFure being 
.at a ihincUftili in each of them. ’ The war alCi jC^ufed a dearth 
of other provisions ; the poor, even in the midland an.d diltarit 
counties, coiil J no lon;?;er f ifjuy tljentfejvcs'with buli beef, 
which tiicy ii*i.d to buy^at two-pCAico-^ halfpenny a pound, all 
the cattle l eiic*; bought up for Governtnen: and driven to 
PortfiTioutiq li^ re to be Citier flaugbcbrcd or IbhppecI for the 
ufe *of tl'ic army an 1 navy. lie reftoration pcao m 
fhort v/as rKe only real and effectual remedy tnat could be 
applied to all thele gnevances* Peace alone would refto!;e 
that ol 1 Jinglifh good humour, whicli the picffure of miper.y 
and VV'UU iujd for the ^prefent fofpended. It was upon thefe 
grounds, and be^giti^fiSl: rccomjTscnd d peace, the Marquis 
declared liiat the “aTtienrfir.eiit fliould have his lupport. 

7 he Earl (hf Jidiitisfield hi^povit:^ the Addiefe. His Lord- 
fliip piomded to coniine hiinfelf to a linglc poiiK, and to be ' 
extremely fltorf, 'i'hc arguments thi|t:had been ufed refpeit* 
ing tlie hiijh piicc ol corn were what he meant to allude to# 
He differed entirely from thofc r.oide Lords who argued, diat 
.tile iccucity of gtain was produced "ty the war, except they 
meant to affrt that the more people, tffat were out'^of the 
country, who confun:ed the grain of farc'gn powers, the 
.greater the deficiency mu ft be at home. . He difapj^r^^ved of 
the amendment m c\ cry reipcet, and w’as only furprized that 
it llioiild have come Isom the quarter it did; tiiey had bseii 
a lived, why at the prefent moment they had no!r,-inftead of 
holding o.it a prufy.c^i: jx,.c *, brought pejcc in ilieir hands ? 
He wonid ;uk ni retursi, wnere was this new conftilution 
Could .ii'iy man lull wliac K nngnt be ? 1 his ftdr lady, of 

whom the i.f'blc marcjiii''' had laid la much as aifavourice of 
niM'ifter-s, nas not y-t unveued her charms, ,:ahd it,w^s not to 
be cxpi^dtcd they Ci)uld knowetiough of bet* to be io forward 
in the negociation as the noble Lord willijM. His opinion -of 
the L.mendm0tjt^ and the piinciples it htdd was ihortly 

this ; That'^ffpm the moment the Houie adopted li, they 
would lay thCi^Cto the root of-^^very taing like negoCiUtion, 
and t;ikc away "every poilibih.ty of peace. Even Sir Wi’iiiam 
'I'cmpK*, if he weic taken out pf his grave could not ne»o- 
tiatfc peace under 1 icli an anjendmenu if they ached an i fly,, 
they dhght to he giiid^'bv the- prudence of thofc W'ho hud 
gone be: jfc thein, and’l^en they hid not tiie power of eC'-oi- 
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jng wbsii; v^s the obje£l erf their wrfli^sWt once, it was the 

V 4j{jEy of tpiniflers to keep back of their nego- 

ciation with a mahlj^ perfeverance and fteadinefs of purfuit. 
He dwelt upoAthe con)para;:fve iltuations of this country and 

. France, confidering the, latter to be in the moft degrading 
^ terms of diftrefs. Some noble Lord had faid, they 
thought that money wJis not neceffary to carry on war. Ho 
\ never before heard that the not having money to pay large 
armies with, was the way to keep^hem faithful ar.d ftcady 
to the caufe for whicljL they had been railed, I'he noble 
Marquis had afleed, "What faid Livy ? 'Fhey had all read 
what Livy faid on that iubjedl, and he would afic thofe aioble 
Lords whether they thought they could find a fuccefsful army 
without pay. He argued ©n the uncertainty of the adliial 
fijtuation of France, and declined giving any opinion as to the 
* permanency of the new coPiftitution, even if it was already 
adopted. He conjured them not proceed too far in this 
dark and ftarlcfs night, but to waft thfe' dawn of returning 
' day. He knew there were different opinions rcfjie6ting the 
‘ quefiioiK Whether it was the intcrclt of France or not to 

V retain Bc’gium ? fome, had been piiniflicd in that country for 
thinking fo, while greater authority hud aflerted otherwife. 
Here the noble Lord read a long extradt from an introdudfory 
fpccch of Boifly d’Anglas on this fubjedt. After which he 
concluded, with recommending a hardened bonefty in all their 
proceedings, and faid, that if the amendment was at all to 
be entertained in that Houfe, *k ought to be followed up by a 
motion for the removal of minifters. 

The Earl cf Damly faid, he had in the former periods of 
)rhe war, given his fupport and confidence to minifters, be- 
he thought it a neceffary war, and dreaded the intro- 
dudlion and prevalence of French principles ; from thefe alarms 
he was now to fee obftinacy relieved, and did not wifh 
in any patt of the Houfe againft concluding a peace. He 
had a long time diLpproved of the expedition againft France, 
and particularly the laft bufincfs of Quiberon, and was deter- 
. mined to take the firft opportunity of ftating that opinion in 
public. He*' confefled he was not perfe^y iatisfied with 

the amendment^ becaufe it painted our fituat^ much worfe 
than 'it was,, at the fame time, he miift ^declare, that, 
there were parts of the Addrefs that he could Hot agree to. 
He knew not where to find our naval fuperiority fince the 
£lorious inftance of the firft of June laft year, and as to our 
fucceiTes Wthe Weft indies, he finally did not know what they 
ijyereiw He concluded with (ome c^femtiuns on the fcarcky 
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of grain fo much belamcnted,^ and dteclared that upon the 
wbol0, he mult j)refer the Addrefs 10 the amendment. - 

Lord Grenville faid a few, Words, in explanatron, in confc* 
queiiCe of fomcthing that fcl!* trotjl Lord Lahfdown 

J'hc Duke of Grafton declared he could only have been in- 
duced to rile from Ionic of duty, and a confederation of the 
very fsrious and alarming ftate in which every of com- 
mon ll-nfe mufl: foe that the country was plMnged, "from the 
obllinacy of miniltcrs aii^hig upon, a lyrfem of ignorance and 
blunder; this he felt the more and more as he refleded on 
the events that had taken place ; this'Kad called him up> and 
all they had fccii and heard corroborated the opinion he then 
gave and had given on former occafions. He knew enough 
of mankind to kn<iw that different men would aferibe the 
fame events to different caulcs; but however different ithe 
caufes of cur difallers might be, they all and individually 
muff confefs that the Conlc<|ucnces wcic the fame. Their 
Lordfnips would do hidi' thc jufticc to recollcft, that he had 
• fpoken his mind freely on former occafions, and he declared 
he liad not at that day, a finglc word to retract of any 
thing he had faid"; he believed, that forne great convulfion 
was to be expelled ; it was his public; and private opinion, 
known to the worleJ, as well as to his pwn family. 

He approved highly of the noble Duke's Amendment, it- 
was wrong, to call it itipulating for nfegociation, when it 
was notorious to ^Juropc, that peace was abfolurely necef- 
fary, and particularly known both to France and this country^ 
from the public cii cumltances that had taken place. This 
country from a continuance of a ruinous war, condudled by 
the moft diilradted councils, and attended bv the moil dif- 
graceful events, was l<i fliaken that nothing but peace could 
reftore it. A nation rich in ircafurc, which had been wafted 
and fquandered with adcgice rf hccdlcfs profufion that had 
brought it to the brink of ruin. In this aflcrtion he was 
fiiirly warranted by the cncreafing accumulation of the na- 
tional debt, for when the intereft of that debt decame equal 
to the rents, the country miift be In an alati&ng fituation in- 
deed. The burthen of taxes, it no more were laid on, was 
immenfe. Map^Ac aliow'ed were judieioufiy chofen, but yet 
there were though not intendcid toaffecc the poorer 

fort of people; fbll very heavy upon them ; there were two, 
for inftance, generally fuppofed to afivd): the rich only, but 
if examined, they wouhl be found to bear upon the middle 
rials, and thofe of vciy flender rscomec ; among others, the 

Ux Oil wine, v/ldch had been cairie J, 111 liis opinion, far too 
« ' u:. 1. 
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4ligh. : country cijrstte with 40!. ‘af yeali“,. allowing’ only a 

giB of pdrt wine i diiVj would have to' pay 3I. of taxes; and 
from the tax on malt) a poor ?^"boii ring pcafant mutt pa'V the 
fum.of jU I^er anmiln, for his allowance of thr e pints'of 
ale per day, thefe werc 'rtof exagge-rau'd complnims, they 
were founded upon fair calculatioi.s which he had aclualiy 
made. And in this fituation, not more hi::hly ‘oi 'ttiik:In^>ly 
coloured than it a<Etu ally was, whit had we to lf>ok at on tlic 
other fide oj the pifitureJ Nothing^ In his opinion. Inn a prof- 
pefbus^, and well proteifted commerce couhl ever enable thi:i 
country fo wade throdgh the difficulties a^J d^cp cnl..mities 
into which flie was plunged, li it was fad, tiiat we ftill 
|>pffi'tted a great (hare or commerce, he hojv.-d it had met 
ivith much pnjteCtion during the picicnt war, two rc- 
‘^fcfent, and very grear captures would be a fufficit nt anfwcr 
-to the -ffilrtion ; cap'.ures that fell a‘f:crifice to t u; foolilh, 
Avildi and miltanen piolpeeisof men ^hofeemed lott to e 'cry 
fenfe of duty that tliey owed tlieir country ; wiio, miicad of 
^ following the old, wife, an! prudent ftep of feuring our 
^town commerce, and endeavoming to deftroy th.it (»f the 
4l5Aeniy, had preferred to that tuc fr.-n; ic and C^rxotic proicilit 
•of coocpicriiig and fetting up r y Ity in Fiance, a fancy 
that never once entered the mind or brain o( *<ny but tlio 
prefcnt minitters and their adh: Now though 

no: a week ago,'' they lud rclincjiiiflied that opinion ; but their 
opinions ^^re fo changeable, and hung gn lo fmall a thread, 
that if they pv^Telfed the moll: infig nificant fidiing town in that 
'country, they might ifill circ Vt dn the fuiie idle fpeculati 'H. 
immediate peace, or fonxthing like peace, every Fn- 
horn h.s love of Fngla.i'l, at tiiis mom.^^nt nu::i: 
wifh to fee c. ri:,“d i. cfrc.^1, L .d he tnifled in CroJ it 
Speedily wia Li be lb. *i h-^:c v»^erc many f-thci f Ijcbls in 
the prefent ttate of ti e nation, rh.st cL.imcd much and rer*ou3 
attention; nothing, his Cirdcc fud he dre uled more them the 
try, infriiigeincnrs upon the laws and ronttiiut:on of the couu- 
daily by the frequent infrociuflion of n iiitary forte, and he ic- 
minded the Hbufc oF the noble exertions bf tliat able and 
lioncft judge^ Lord Chief Juttux* ilolt, wKo always re- 
commended dnd lutcctdtJ in qiu i’ing With(;ut calling 
in military force. Mifcrablc indeed would the ftatc of 
th^t country in wliich the execution of the laws depended on 
the military ! * 

I He adviled mmifters and tne Hoi fc not to Unnktoo lightly 
of the '.Opinion of tiie people vyithout doors ; tlie Aineiocaii 
jy^vought to be fufficient warning op that head,* a- the 

cornphiiiiis 
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complaints of the p^6ple. were loud, they generally were , not;!, ^ 
ill-grounded. VVhat^mufl the people tlwk, extrapr- 

diiiary ami exorbitant increafe^of fy^ecijire places^ pcnfjnns^ 
and lucrative appointments, apd the,m^nnBrfrin whi<;h,^hey 
faw tiicm beflowved ; ncceffnry /ill* /ome oegree' perhaps they 
frn>‘^ht be, \v!nle \vc peiiifu J in carrying on t^e war, but 
Ironi fuch effeeVb wlio can convince the body oifthe people of 
the nccellity oF llsch a war ? , . . ' ' 

On till* riihj^ci of aiTi^ats fo much.- often had they 
bee n nicntioncd, thathe had little tp fay. , But what^jnuft the 
country think, they read the gazettes, the meh and the 
money v.hlch t]\ey fuw was expended in a manner unprece- 
dented ? and having nicnLi('n.ed the wx>rd precedent, he wifliecl 
their Lordfhips would attend a litt|e it than they had done 

of late ; the dilemma of the preceding night fhould be a lefibp, tf> 
them. Spain and Kanover having concii>ded peace, and iJerjiriy 
not belore the loan iiad j^n given, where was the intcreft that 
England had in continufhg the war, or how much wrfer were 
“not thofe powers .than we? After much other argument urged 
w'.tli great emphafis and fokmnlij^, the Duke declapd, that 
he was decidjridly for his m bio Friend’s atnendmeut/ 

I'he ALirq^fli tij Toivyijhend role to reply to that part of ffie, 
Duke of (riaftori’s fpeech, in- which he had fooken of the 
piopcnijty to* entruft the cxcctition of the laws to thp en- 
forcement of the military, and had cited the anecdote ot Chief 
Juftjcc Holt’s having interfered with the civil po-wer, ai^d 
an 6nd to a riot wi hout the aid uf foldiciry. , The Marquis ■ 
fiid, in Norfolk whcie he u htlcd, if any tumult or difturbance 
took place, tlie gcnt'enien ot the county, wuth the afliftance 
of the ycomaxiry which formed confiitutioiial force of the 
kingdom, always cainc: forward thciofelves to dJfperie rioters 
and rcftorc the publick tranquil!*}-. "I’he Marquis dilated oa 
this point, in order to remove any prejudices or jealoufy 
again!- the military^ th^^t might have been imbibed from the 
manner in which the noble Duke had ftateJ^^s exprefCon of 
regret. . ^ 

Ear\\Qf luaiifUriak bis fehtiments with his 

accuifome^'iardpur of fpecch, and after paying a warm 
compliment eloquent harangue of thaDuke of Bed^ 

ford, foid, had been witncfles that night to moft 

extraordinary vin^ilcations on the pait of the minitlry. The 
noble {Secretary of State had foruitten all the pledges which he 
had laft^ year given — .rll the promifes he had made^ and all the 
profpedts lie held out. Heforgot what mighty thin, gslj|ljeEmpe- 
roi was 10 accoraplilh foy in return for our loah«^he forgot 

" ‘ what 
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What &i)ain WJis to do— what ^Safdmia— what the Germap 
pqwers^ forgot the panegyrics on the fidelity o#’ the 
King of Pruflia, aiid th| conftancy and vigour of all our 
^ ailietif. He forgot aJl, this, but he remembered exadlly how 
itiany evils had been prediS^, and beenufe they had not 
been all fulfiJted, oiir Xituation was improved ! and this was 
the ground for the extraordinary latisfailion whi& his Ma- 
jefty had exprefied. , It Was iii \’ain that he endeavoured to 
difeover the fource4,^f this fati^ruitlon. It could not be in 
our triumphjl, for we had met only with difaficr and defeat; 
nor could it be in the internal condition of this country, 
fince the lamentable fc^rcity of. pn^vifuMis was moll properly 
rccbmjnendcd by his Mdjclt'y to ..the fjrious confideration of 
Houfe. Qur naval fupetiority was made a fubjecl of 
and the Noble Secretury hiui faid, that never in our 
hiftory had this fuperiority • been fp .decided. Did he forget 
the hiftory of Uhe year when his prefii^t Majcfty came to the 
, when in his Speech he faid, ffet the fmall remnant ot 

French navy IuhI been blocked up in their ports during • 
the whole of the fumnjcr ?* It could not be feid that this was 
tbcf afe now 3 very recent experience had fliewn the contrary, 
and the' bttlc protection given to our trade did not 'prove that 
our fuperiority had been directed with fo much (kill and vigour 
as to make it ufefol.^' Was^ if^the condiivSt of our allies th:t 
had givep fitisfa£tion to hiS -Majefty? the conuuft of 

Ithe Eleflor of Hanover fatisfaiSlory to the King of Great 
Britain, or \;kis it in the fituaiion of Corfica that heconfider- 
cd improvement of our fituation? It had been confident- 
ly sdJerted that our gaols for prifoners of war had been opened 
in order to recruit men for the late expediiioa to France : he 
would afk them where they had recl uitcd M. de Puilbyc, the 
commanding officer ^of that operatiun ? Thev faid tiiey 
were not relponfiblc for the horrid cacallrophc of that expe- 
-dition; on what principles they founded tliat alkrtion he 
knew not, fo^^. lurely to fclcd a man as a commander, who 
had never in ^y military fervice reached a higher rank than 
that of a captSin, and to place him over a number of the 
moll dillinguifhcd and gallant veterans, and tO’ do this in 
oppofitlon to s^l^the remonftrances that we^ made by men 
<>f thv- firft character, was an adt for mlniftcrs ought 

to be refponrr'Jie; eially when it was remembered that 
they had conikied to the officer in fjucfttpn immenfe quap- 
^^tities of (lores and provifions at the very moment of fear city 
jn tlm fefigdorii. He hnd no confidence, he faid, in the 
equj^j^Fjbirc of proijufe winch the . prefent jpecch gave to 

the 
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the country. It was much ief^ favourable hppeSy 

. held but in the fpeech at the '^ofe of tb^ laft , i(fc^ wh'ens 
there was an unconditional pledge tltet|^ Mgefty’s 
ters would treat in cafe of a chllffee in :lhe fituatldn, which 
w5s faid to be probable. But now thd ^ledge'^was clogged • 
with a condiffon, that the French muft ^not only have a fit 
government) but they muft alfo be the jfirfi to offer negoqia* 
tion. With the eternal^ theme of amgbats he wouldjlioe 
embroil or embarrafs himfclf. ♦ The inferences drawn from 
their depreciation were, He believed, fcHihded in falfe feafon- 
ing ; at any rate they were fallacious apd ndt to be relied on. 
If affignats were extindl, the French ^ould not be beaten. 
The wealth of a nation confifted in three matters-^heic 
flock, their labour, and their foil. Say, that the firft of thefe 
was ektinguiftied, the two others would remain, and they 
hadallfeen what a peOf^ could accomplilh with thefe two 
left, when the firft was gilhe. America had givbn;a memo- 
rable inftance of ;t, and France had fliewn in the laft cam- 
paign, that the icfepreciation of her paper took nothing from * 
her vigour, nor from her exertions. With regard to what . 
the minifters now called a favourable crifis in France. It 


was a crifis as produftive of blood as any of the periods of 
the revolution thSt.went before it, *anid this led him td diftruft 
their declarations. They pretended regard for the newcon- 
ft itution of France : they ought not to be fanguine on the 
hopes they expedfed from it. Even’ their own boafted con- 
flitutioii for Corflea, an improvement on the Britifh model, 
and which had combined fuch various talents in its, firft con- 
covSlion, having been formed by the pope and a . cardinal, and 
put into execution by a Prefbyterian. governor and, an E^jif- 
copal fccretary. Yet by the late proclamation of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, it appeared that ho one paft of the French Republic was , 
in more confufion than our valuable kingdom of Corfica. , If 
therefore all our hopes of peace were to depend op fhe fuccefs 
of the new conftitution, he coiifefled that he fayripb profpedt 
of a fpeedy terthination to ouf calamities. Tne^Tcarcity of 
corn every man iiuift'dee{^ lament, becaiife every man mufli 
feel for the pinching, (^iftrefles of the poor, but he gtuaily feared 
the evil could not be^l^edied by legiflative means, and it was 
mifehievous and dangerous to hold out any remedy for an evil 
without the certainty <^^its effed^.* It was only in hji mind 
by a peace, that a fjjcedy and fiire remedy would b^ . found for 
it. The imbecility of admini^ration, he afferte^, " tod^been 
manifefted in every dc[nirtra®l|14 it was therefore* inrumbent 
•n their Lordfhips to enquire Into the mifmanagenunt of our 
VoL.I; v affairs. 



Ev^ th^ *itondu£l.<^the Aavyi with our b^afted 
{bpcadority^ ;^s i^t exempt -from this uiiif6rm incapacity,'a . 

tftabItAiH pa'll contradfiiftion, by the mortifying event of 
(pur trade having fuffered in tWo of our moft opulent convoys • 
.If we coiild by any^iiieans prevail on the people of France to 
accept of 'pur minifters their new diredlors, iS^ihould have 
. (0i|ie confidence in ftrugglc, but thofe minifters 

*ivlsre>auated by heterogeneous paffions that it was im- 
expeS frpm them attention to the conducS of our 
nation^, aft’airs. Soibe of them came into power, avowedly 
watch the friends of BrUIpt in that Hoiifc, and of courfe 
lliey had not time foriPthef duties. He believed if an appeal 
vtrere made to their^ own hearts, they could not one of them 
ifepnfcientiqufly declare that he bad difeharged his duty to his 
country; ; . . ' ^ 

Ean Spencer faid he was not a^ tb argue in fuch anjnp 
rs tenfive manner as the Noble Lord, nor was he difpofed, we 
^ him, to aflert that whatever he advanced would neither make 
--stpy impreffion on the Houfe nor ferve to convince any Noble 
.:iLord of oppofite fentiments. He confidered that he came 
there to difeharge his duty cqnftricntioufly and honellly, and 
he confidered alib that, according tO’^his ftation in his Ma- 
jefty^s councils, he was bbund to acknowledge refponfibility. 
So fer as he was refpPnfible therefore, he ' would acknowledge 
..that he had a ftiare in advifing the Speech delivered from the 
throne, and he could fafelyfay, that he did fo to the beft of 
; his ability and judgment. Other men might poflefs better 
talents, and more wildom, but be defied any to ad from purer 


motives*,, 

^'be Noble Earl had.exprefled an extraordinary degree of 
furprise at the fatisfadion with which the fpecch commenced, 
xefulting from our improved "fituation* For his own part he 
did not deny that many unfavourahlfe circumftances^ had hap- 
|>ened in tbje courfe of the laft campaign j yet^ notwithftand- 
ibg^' he,tt^wht upon the whole our fituation was not fo bad 
, as Waswby lome induftrioufly reprefented^ or as it might 
"havebtoi^xjJefted to have been by othdrSif did not con- 
fine this c|>inion to military operatio^jj but he formed it 
from a general review of the tranliuSibnl; Look to the be- 
ginnipg,of the year and we fhall bP furprifed. He had al- 
ways an advocate for a vigorous pro&cutiqii of the war;, 
^d if t^b was now a nearer and betteit' profpift of attain- 
ing t&t i^icLobjeft of it, a permanent tod honoiirable peace/ 
heihouldbe blanieable at filclij. ap- ibiportant crifis to relax 
from his former opinion and,.prdreflions. Whatever is the 

. ^Wpea> 
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it is the duty of ^mmtftratioiSk tp perjevere in th^ 
maintenance of the character and dignity of the country^ 
which would be facrificed by the conditions fuggejlcd by the 
INobleDuke* What did the Noble Du prQp9fe ?— That 
no other indemnity fliould be ^jUipuIatcfiT for thad the trao-^ 
quilhiy of the nation, or in other words^ peace. Miniflers^ 
on the contrary, have always thouc;ht it their duty to require 
an indtcnnity lor the cxpeiy:es of the war» and the people 
would conlequently expedk it from them. How then cobk 
tinue to infilt upon inlemnificatlon, when, if the Noble 
Dakt^’s amcndmt.nt fhould be adopted, they muft accept 
peace fingly and ftparatcl) from all other confiderations, fot 
the Houfe would have clLCiarcJ they wafhed for no other? 

His Lordibip ohierved, that the noble Earl, among other 
arguments, had infinuated that the prefent pror{)e£fs of peace 
were proh.ibly delufions to tantalize the public. He begged 
the noble Lord to recollect that the fafety and happinefs of 
the countr)^ as well as their fttuations, were much too impor* 
tant to rifk, by minifters trifling; with the public at fuch a crifls« 
Whenever any other perfon fhould be appointed to fucceed 
him, he fhould very iead«iy give way to their fupenor srbility, 
though coijfcious, at the fame time, that they could not dd- 
charge tiieir duty with fuperior zeal and integrity. He had 
continutd, and (hould continue^ to ufe his beft endeavours 
for the happinefs aiKl profpenty of the nation, and if he did 
jiot do fo, he fhould be liable lothecenfure of their Lordfhips, 
and therefore would take no cicdit to himfelf on that ac- 
count. With regard to the lofs of a part of our convoys, 
the misfortune had happened to us, but in the courfe of a war 
lik^ the prefent, if it fhould happen that traders are intercepted, 
no maiKould wonder at it, , indeed it would be wonderful, if 
they were not. 

If the noble P 3 ail would rtfleft on the vaft numbers of 
fliips coming in from, and going out to every quarter of ibe 
woiid, fhips both large and foiaJl, and frequently failing at 
rifk, or difperfed by gales of wind, he would rather be fur- 
pnfed that fo few had been captured, cfpccisdly as almofl (he 
whole of the maritime commerce is in our own hands, while 
the enemy fcarctly holds any. The late melancholy lofles in 
the iMcditerranejltn and Jamaica homcward-bo&nd fleets, were 
not difficult to account for. 'I'hc Jamaica fleet had been fe- 
parated from its convoy on the 1 3th of September, and the 
ilccc cacojC hom(t fafe, except a fmail fquadron. The Medi- 
teiranean fleet having f<tilcd, was detained contrary winds 
fo long, that althou^ it left Ciibraltar on the ^Ath of Sep* 
Lcmbci, it was but a little to the weffward of St. Vincents on 
M 2 the 
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the ^ of >,0iik>ber>^^diig #ltb a TquadroD had (ailed 

from through thd^fttalta. of Gibraltais, and 

caj^red a i^rt of it, feme which have been rc-tikeii. 

ifleet iif^e JV^iterranean was in much greater fbtee 
thdn that at Tpuldn, and afijuadron had been detached from 
St. Fioremto^ by Admiral Hotham, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber^ in purfuit. Thd noble Earl might talk ofWocking up 
the pojrts <rf the etifetnyi^ fo as to fufFer no fquadron to efcape ; 
but he Appealed ' to^ whether it was 

poffiW^ at all time^ lo 'prevent the failing of fmall fquadrons, 
and livhdther the failh^ of the Toulon fleet was attributable 
tSo ,any negligence oh the part of the Admiral? No meafure 
be taken after quittii^ the Straits. Some noble Lords 
Bad faid, that the lofs of tfefc traders, were owing to the ex- 
tcijllSdifion on the Coaft offrancevj .but he aflUred them, that if 
(hips employed in that expdiitton, htid not been fent there, 
they W&ttid have been difperf^ and elfewhere, for *they 
^hld not have beqn engaged upon tw Mediterranean ftation. 

The noble Earhhe remarked, had laid a great ftrefs on the 
^ftIe(£):ion of Monficur de Puifaye for that expedition. For his 
parti Earl Spencer faid, he had fecn him but once, and 
could not therefore prefume to (peak much Of his perfonal 
fquialifiCa’tions 5 but he'requcftcd ihe noble Earl to recolle£l 
that Monfieur de Puifaye Bad been at the head of a confider- 
able pifty in France, wjhofe objedt was the refloration of 
monarchy, irom whom he expelled great affiftance. 'Fhat 
Being chief of that party, all communication with it from this 
'Country was through him. Without him, confequently 
there was a much lefs profpe£l of ajundion with his party, 
-and the number of thofc, who joined to fight in the caufe, for 
-which the expedition was undertaken, would have been 
iefs. This has been juftified m the event. Out of doors 
he was aware their Lordftips were in the habit of hearing 
lalfe reports, and therefore he would take this opportunity 
of fetting them right. Monfieur ^ Puifoye was at this 
very momen# at the head of a confiderablc party, that is 
to fay, a party very great in its extent, which was ready 
to join, and did join, a'nd was now ai^fig with great 
effed;. It vtos true, that many unfortunate perfons had 
perifhed in tnit expedition, but it was aiJmclancholy event 
‘which could not be avoided in war, and vilras attributable to 
another ujjfortunate caufe. > 7; 

. Another; part of the noble EarPs fpeecB, :^hich be noticed, 
he faid* ferious and delicate for pubfick di^uflion, if 
it had not bfChtbe duty of his Majefty^ ifervants to bring it 

f V ' • forward 
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forward. He agreM^'^co^iijili^^ HviH^ the tioble who 
h#obrerved both dangerous, qnrfcbieyqus^ tp hold 

out any reinedy for an evil wttliout ther< oertgihity^ olF its cfFeSb* 
He left the noble Lords to of anil(lc?i:pe- > 

dience'of a pofitive and unqualined ail^mon^ lhat ciacteatrig tc>. 
the motion of the noble Dulcet was ""^the bnly way to reduce 
the price of corn. Such a declaratipp certainty faiad amif- 
chievous tendency, though he woul^ ti^^?9pplyjt tdsuiy peribn 
that fuch a tendency was dcfignfelfe v.The confulr^iofl of 
provifion was, without doubt, encreafed by wax'; buttSdieiieVOt 
he heard that that confumption was j^fovoked by prefeitfe 
war, he would give it his flat denial. When noble 
talked of fo much being fent abroad for thefuftenance of* ouc 
troops, he begged leave, to reiuihd thenfi that our troc^S muft 
he if they were ar home. If f there be a fcarcity, '^t^cy 
ought to be carefbl ItoWfifar they raife expeflations jWbicii 
they are not able^^lfl venfy* If there be a deficiency; fall 
granted that expedidiitfs^to remedy that deficiency Ihould 
admitted. He allowed the truth of the old proverb^ 'ih9*& 
“ war produces fcarcity,"* but that proverb, be faid, reg^iids 
the theatre of the war, where devaftation and d‘»ftrefs muft 
inevitably happen. The/,difFerence /here, was materiaLiii^ 
deed, and one Which^^oft frcim the country's being fo ha^ 
pily infulated. ' ^ v v;’4‘ ' 

In regard to the noble Duke*i obfervations on ^ country 
curate, he obfecyed, that if a fecure and permaneW peace 
could be obtaineiB, the diftrefles would diniinifh, but bven 
then, with fo large a national debt, we muft have taxes, ^nd 
he did not think a tax on wine fbould be much complained of* 
As to ale^ no tax on malt bad lately beeii impofed. 

B.efote he fat down, he begged leave to declare, that he 
had cfpoufed the war in oppofition to the fyftem of propagat* 
ing fuch pernicious dodruies and opinions as it^commenced 
with; anil he was happy to find, th#, in confequence of the 
oppofition made to ^em b|r the people of this country in ge- 
nera!, they were abnoft deftroyed. Asmuf^ had been done, 
more might be ; and, for his part, he iwj^^ther fupportt?^ 
perpctujal and eternal war, than nociobt^n a fccure and 
permanenrf^ace. r . ' 

Lord Lau^dalc r:okj not, he faid, to f^ak again to thn 
queftion, but io explain the inotives of his condud: The noble 
Karl might at£rJ|^Mte infinuatioiis to him of a ^qgerous ten- 
dency^ but Jpe was extremely difordtrly fuch a mode 

of aikumen^ he idifclaimcd all fuch ideas^i^^t^ aflun^ thcij 
Lordftiips, that whatever, he might have l&ii^ivas caufed bf 

■ ,liii 
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ijlj^r deceivef^iS^ MdUb imaginaiy bldfengs.^ ; 

l^^Mdr^^kff Laufdo•^ rpm alfo to fpealcin explanation^ 
amdlniotder to^mov^ ftiipicion that he had endeav cured 
ao iliSWate anf thing" ^ reminded the Houfe what his 

; had umformly the fcarcity was felt. 

V^wftt the nlflce where h^. |;efided laft fummei, the poor were 
^ kxc&ffively di^i^edi^lb^ jof Avhorn had nothing but bread arid 
/ luraier tioJive upon, ^ jJ|ii^,;;learned from the clergyman, who 
' 1iw«J 3 alfo, ;^r?^et he had forborne to mention tliis 

-;#irCOinft^^e^ knowinj'liow powerful and plaufible a weapon 
iTiWOifl bfe in the pofleffion Heated men. He was too icn- 
that government WilHuld prevent it if they could,, and 
^ |ea« ||et every poffible infd^tnation.on the I'ubjeft. Wheigi 
fteir Lordihips that' liire high price of proviitonS' would 
irfeduced, by the decifion of did not mean 

by the of the motion of 

^f^^j^tnent, but by the immediate iiiilence it would have 
Incredible he faid, had been the wafic 
|itti^|fearth of provilions in confeqiHence of the war; the caufes 
^cWmanifeft. The diverlion of fo many men from agricul- 
Jfwe td t\^v^ and military occupatiipfjps,*. the extravagant con* 
'^l^^tion BSyond that w'bich*^ their ordinary 

l&tpacity, the lofles by cdpt^pe,* the. prodigious wafle, tht? 
i^ther ifgfters incident to ^i^^are,^ and the exportation of 
, grain Weft Indies, wkithr^ufed to be iupplied from 

Thef^ were the caufes, and fo convinced was 
th^’ efliefls^ that he had before fuggefted, with as much 
as he '’COifld, the fuggcllion that had been m'ade to 
of raifmg. price of wages by Adt of Py^trHament. 
wifhed not to inflame the people but to avoid tho*^4ppear- 
sinkt of deception^ and although he gave the noble Earl 
credit for adtingcdttfcientioufly, he Hoped the noble Earl and 
of His Ma}efiy> minifters^tVould allow other men 
^ havd^a little confeience as well las then^lvcs. He was re- 
jfolved, howevei^ to aflfert the Right of Parliament, ellc* any 
■mihrfter might the freedom of debate by objecting 

to what ho^ -be pleafed to conflrue infinuations ol a 

IdaJogcrous t^n'tSb^y, and throwm out for inflammatoi v nur- 
^fo. .r - ^ 

£wrl Spen^r^p/d faid, and would fky again, ^that the mode 
^Mch the 0uke had prppofed, was mode to ob- 

and permanent peace, Wt'H^jjConceived the 
the "I'iiroiic^ contained ^he e-ood and 


mode to ob- 


and permanent peace, Wt *He 

the I'hroiic, containtd^he gopd and 
fifpporte| the <3^jnal, as fafer aiid 
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jriie Marquis of Tovdstjhs^d wasiiqi^^ that^thc.difcuffioa of 
the high j^rice qf corn had goqc^pq a Jeiigth, but with 
permiflion he would fend to the noble £,^1^ a .^whereby 
a family might live one third cheaper by tl>e CQtnmon ufe 
of bread. 11c u(ed this modebiimfelf/ and it was extremely 
wholcfome and nutritious, and if the$-xtpble Lord 'Would fupply 
the poor in his neighbourhood witl^at) H^y be able to 

bear the diftrcHes of the war much 

Zor// Hawkejbury declared he haft^^ijtpt Intended to fake any 
. part in the debate, but he could nO|t* help agreciijg 'yvith tho 
noble Earl, and throwing out a few ideas upon nie 
fcarcity. The fcarcity was in A?nfe owing to the War>- 
but it was with this difl;in 61 ;iq^* France has been at war 
with almoft every other eoimtiry^ ind in a ftate of civil war * 
throughout the greater her provinces 5 confequ^ntly 

Ihe has not been p^duce much grain, tier, armi^ 

have been marchii^M@> in ocher countries^ and have con* 
fumed or are confuming their great granariies, and Hence .(ho ^ 
has not enough at home for her own internal* confumptidf^ 
while her armies abroad lay wafte the means of fupptyi Let ^ 
noble Lords turn their ej^s homeward, and look to the af|* . 
vantages derived bytbViCbtt^try from her diftrefeful fltuation,' 
Is there another free i^d openif^ountry to which the harvef||' 
of foreign Ihores can be in||0ned ? Suppofe the ports , of 
France were to be o^ned> 1 & would not only dirmfiilli^. : 
refpurces we apply to, but draw off part of our owft '^iTupu 
plies, for at prdent no corn is permitte^i^P expqiJted. He 
acknowledged that he had not made h?^lfi;a perfeft mafiar ' 
of the fubjeft, «but thefc jvere a few which 

he itad Aiormed upon it. f. ' ' , . : * 

The Zsn/ Chancellor took notice of the digveffion from the 
fubjetEt, that had marjEf(|, the debate, and admitted with the 
noble Earl who.J^d U^ly fpokeu in explanation, (Lord 
l^auderdale) thac^ ^eitiber of the Houfe was at liberty t<> 
aferibe motives to another 'for the fort of jpeafoning he had 
advanced j every, man's motives were Jpdkcd in his own 
bofum^^ Md it was highly irregular to ^ more than to 
anfwcr his |rgument, and to meet it c ia ^ | he ground, be it 
what it that tiic noble Lord migWbe pleafed to reft 

it upon. F(bt his own part, he would qdi^rrei with no'^ma 
for his optmc|^;>^ovidLd they were delivdre(|i^ith a due,, re- 
gardtD that fuitable to the dignitjii|^K,l|oufe^ 

profeiTediy out with an honeii:,, 

to the publi^^^lppd. He. would not 

upon their LorC^ips any long difcui&l oh the leajE)h||||^ 
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Ifopicks, which necpl&riljif. were alluded tain the Speech from 
; Aie Throne i they had bbeti^fo^^^ntly fpoken to already^ but 
^'he rofe rather to^fay'a vin^rds to a very important part of 
the fMbjea in denatej Viz. the high price of corn, its fcarcity, 
and the Confe«Jticnt diftrefs poor for bread. The theme 
was undoubtedly extrepi^ly important and extremely delicate, 
but as it made in^jedlient in the Speech from the Throne, 
every noble Lord Wks only at liberty, but in a manner 
called upon to ftate htt-'fentiments, as to the beft means of 
applying a remedy to an evil; which every one of their Lord- 
lbip$ flKuff deeply lament. He could not but be forty that the 
nwtb Marquis, whofe great weight in the country, gave 
cbnfidetable authority to 'cv«rV thing he faid, had mentioned 
tbCfailifeg the ^ ages of the, ii^buViDg men to the average 
a^bull^l of whe^at ' perJiiVeek^ as a means of relief 
' which met with his fandiion. ► . < . 

, 'The Marquis of .Lanfdown rofe agaibj in order to fet the* 
aild learned Lord right. He had cxprcfsly declared, 
had not yet made up his mind ri])on that plan^ or any 
^;ibth^,^but that it was one among others that had been men* 

, lioned to him in the country, and it ^^peared to bp more feaiible 
. th^ molt that he had heard p^^^^but was far from meaning 
'it> comrtiit himfclf tq the recoii^qnding )is adoption. 

The Lord Chancellor refur^i^' his argument, and reftated 
^ the ptdntfubjcff to the Marquisas correction. He next pro- 
. oeecM to notice what had fallen from lihe Duke of tirafton ' 
har4 fituation of a country curate^ who could 
'ihot ' acceding ,ta:;^i$;G ftatement afford htmfelf a glafs 

%0f' wine> or a pint bf ale a day, without being at the^expence 
. bf 4hree pounds per annum. The new duty on wine had 
certainly been r. duty created by tho war, and it was one of the 
burthens which cui^tes, if they chofe^ to drink wine, muft* 
l^lbarb in bearing, as Well as the rpft.of his Majefty's fubjeCts, 
".but it was to be recollefled that wine Was a luxury, and 
tax on it a;moft laudable tax, w?hen taxes were indif- 
penfible, bn acebW of its produce and efficiency. With 
regard to the pirti: bf ale, the argument was not applicable to 
idle war, a^ noJ^ tax or cxcife had been imppfed on malt 
^ beer, fince thewar commenced. If it werp; a grievance, 

: therefore, it was rpt a grievance caufed by thp. war. With 
r^ard to the Duke’s expreffion, th^^fl laws of the 

: country to be executed by the - 

interrupt the. nbbljf^and learned 
mifapprehended-biB* ; His Grace' 
wi|t he had laid, by Whic^ k appeared, that 
* t**' he 
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he had meant to charge it generally: Aat the laws were fa 
executed, but that too frequently it happened. 

'Fhe Du^e of Grafton happening to ftand extremely near 
the Lord Chancellor, while the noble and learned Lord Was 
#n his legr, his Grace gave his explanation in lb governed a 
tone, that his voice did not reach the end of the. Houfe be- 
low the table,^ the Bifliop of Rochefter feeing two peers on 
their legs at the fame time, and not diftinctly hearing what 
the Duke wns faying, called to order. 

The Duke apparently hurt at being called to order, imtnq^ 
diatcly faid, with an audible voice, If the Right RevereinS 
Prelate, who thought himfelf entitled to give laws to the 
Houfe, chofe to difculs a queftion of order v/ith him, be was : 
ready to difeufs It, or any other qiieftion, that the Right Re- 
verend Prelate thought proper to bring forward. * That hO . 
had been perfectly in or^r. A noble and learned Lord hav- 
ing mifunderftood him,' had proceeded to miftate his argu- 
•ment; upon which he had rifen to explain what he had faidf / 
which was perfe^Hy regular, in order, and confonant to pat^ 

.. liamentary ufage. 

Bljhcp laid it was unSeniaMy diforderly for two noWa^, 
liOrds to be upon their legs at the -fame time holding a convert 
liition together, which the reft of the Houfe could not hear. 

I'he Lord Chanc^lhr once mofb yefumcd his argument yc th^ ‘ 
noble Duke, he faid, certainly had not bee.i diforderly, but hap-; * 
pening to ftand near him, when he found occafion to ip|terrupt 
him, in order to explain, by reflating what he had laid, he had 
jior thought it necefiary to raife nis^ voice fo ipuch as his 
Grace dopbtlefs would have done, if he had flood fatiber 
fiom hinf. But to return to the matter to which he was 
(drawing their Lordfhips attention when the interruption took 
place j he wilhed lo fct the noble Dulf.e right, by declaring . 
ihat there was at ptefent no^ wiQi in government to call in 
the aid of the military to> quell civil commotion, where the 
civil power had authority enough to preferve the peace and 
put an end to outrage and diforJer. With regard to the 
anecdote, which the noble Duke had dated, he certainly had 
been millaken in fuppofing that Chief juftied^o’t had been , 
the magilliiitc who had quitted the bench to fupprefs the 
jiot, when the mceting-houfes were pulled down* 'In tha 
fjrft place it w’’a^ ‘'impo Alible, bccaule Mr, JuilioHi^olt had 
been in his grave fbme years. 2dly, Bccaufe^ ^ellot opca- ' 
iioned by the mojbs * proceeding to pull dowtt rfht m^feting- 
houfes was not qae)|^; without the interfejre'ri^b bf the mili- 
tarv; and laftlv, bccauie fej^eral of the tioteravi^e tried atui^ ; 
VoL. I. N cpnyibM , 
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convi^fed for their cpndu^t on that occafion. Having fettle J 
thw^error, his Lordfliip faU, he was v^ryfar from meaning 
tojtifipute a Cmilarity df fentiment,' or a defirc to coincide 
ritljer in language xwr opinion between the noble Marquir^ 
the noble Duke, and certain perfojis without doers, but h# 
had rtead in sa newspaper, calicd the ''f'degraph, an iiccount 
of the .proceedings df a meeting held in the fields on the firft 
day, where many inflammatory harangues were adcirefled to the 
paffions of the lower order of the people, and unlitious p.ipen 
and hand-bills circulated, which had obvioufly produced that 
degrfee of impreffion in ignorant and uninformed minds, to 
which the indecent and fcandaious outrages in VVcftmlnfter, 
the prfeeding day, were to be attributed. In that account,. 
Jrt the Telegraph, it was not a little lingular, that the three 
iti’^ttcrs liiUed by the noble Duke', and- the noble Marquis, in 
the courfe of the debate, had .been brc>u?J‘t forward, dif- 
^ufled,- iHiil much infilled upon; he repeated ir^ that he was 
fiirc the noble Duke and noble Marquis did not mean to lend 
the weight of their rank and charadter to fandtion the argu- 
ments cf jfbch a meeting, it was therefore, in his jjjudgemcnt, 
’much to be lamented, that it (hould have happened, that the' 
dodirincs of the political demagogues, to whom he alluded, 
iliould have receive i, cveii accidervally, the countenance cf 
fo auguft and dignified an afiembiy as the Houfe, and that the 
fefiie fort of leafonin;: thould have prevailed at a meeting 
made up of ibeh cbaiadic/s and tivir Lordflilps, I'habad 
conjcquenccs of ,fuch meetings as that held lately in the fic!d'< 
riear Iflingtoii, weie fo obvious, tiiat his Lordfliip faid, it 
would be Unneceliury for him to dwell upon them, it wa^ 
enough to imr.non the abfurdity of men haranguing about 
the decay of, the national wealth in a fituation in w*hich they 
could not turn their heads round without Iceing a riling viU 
Jage on c\c; y fide of them, and dealing out philhppics ^>11 ihn 
ful)jc <5 of the general dilhcfs of the kingdom, under the 
vcry fmokc of the brick kilns that were burning in order to* 
furnifh materials lor the errehon of new villages, w’hcn the 
fealbn fit for building fiioulJ refuni, ami their Loidfiiips well 
knew that the firongeft proof of an cncrcafing population 
.and the encicafing wealth of a nation, that could be poibbly 
given, ivas the lapid addition of new habiiatlons and ex« 
^icini!gc-p Having firongly exprefied his wifhes, 
ditet nothmg Ihwuld have fallen out in the courfe of the dc- 
$ate^ jthat for a momtiit incline. people without door" 
tmajglne iMt any of their LordfliipsTelt, in unifon witli 
from they certainly would not be much gnti- 
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fied in having it thought that they borrowed their opinions 
the Lord Chancellor took notice of wbat had faid by ^ 

noble Ear! (Lord Lauderdale) in refpcdl to the confQiten- 
tioufnefs of the i refcnt niiniftefs, and the views with vvhjch 
they came inbj oiHce. He faid that it was inoft true, that one 
of the circuinftaiices vviiich inclined him to accept ofvthe 
fituation which he had the hoj:our ta illl, Co ;profit.. by 
the opportunity it afforded him of oppofing and rdirting a 
fvlteni, which had produced Ihch bitter friiic in a neighbour- 
ing kingdom, and threatened ’to take root in this coiintry. , 
His Lordihip i'lid, ])C had the fac^sfaclion, for he muft ufe th^ 
word, iiowithlt.ir.J.ntj the difpleafure it had been receiv^ 
with by fey era i of their Lordfhips, to knovif that he was 
Ijjcaking at that moment in a Britifli Houfe of LoVds, an 
airembly which then* i-ordfhips would rerolied it had, hy a 
ceit.iin dttciiption of peribns, been Jong fnice afferted would 
not at that timx' be in ej^iliencc. if tlie principles that the 
f' reach had made it their boaft that they would ftudy to pro* 
*pigatc throughout Europe, had not been early, earncftly, an^ 
cffcciaally rfiliited, the privileges of every one of their Lordi* 
might ere tlu^ have been at au end, and Gt^at Britain 
might have been nuidc a fccnc of the fame anarchy^ the fame 
diilrcis, and the lan'.e defolation and ruin that France had 
for ( me time p:cfentccl. He dreW a fti iking piclure of the* 
contnift to be fecn jbetween the internal fituation of,tb<^.^ 
countiyand of tins, as well as of their refources, ihcir com-*, ‘ 
mcrcc, their agriculture, and their manufactures. Our port^ 
v/eie daily fending out merchantmen fraught wMth Valuable 
cargoes of the proJuce and cie.uion of the foil, or the in- 
duiftry of our hulband.nen and maadfadiurtr'., 'or receiving* 
ih'ps, richly laden wiiii ca’-goes of raw matciiaks to be worfc^ 
td, up b y our aitizans, x*r commodifies aiid' tperebanUize to 
create iiclh empi'.>yr?-n.iii for the ipgcinous, rlie faiitor, and 
t.’ie merchrt. L iii France every tiade but thofe of war and 
anibiiiun were at a itand, and every tpecics of induflfy was' 
no more. I'he hifhiry of iheir manufacfures and commerce, 
v/hich had been .one great means o; ti^ir national edebpty,- 
Was to be traced oniy in the rums of Marliilles, of 
Lyons, and fuch other great towns, as . had fofoicrly' 
excited the admiration of the wot Id from the magaifi- 
cence of the buddings, the ingenuity of the v^ofkdiien,' the* 
peirectiori of their nut allures, and the exte0|< *• 

tiaffick in thfVfe, manufadures at Horne and 
fatal effects of up government upoii^rtjBwr and wii^, 

Aiid idle ibeories the example ox the Fr6ft<*ii>)3een fulfil 

'JV/' N 2 - ‘ , , . . : ckntlyy’' 
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ciendy ihewn, and he hoped it would ferve as an ufeful leflbn 
to C^otry apd to pofterity. In France we h»d feen 
termed the fyfteqi of terror prevaii in all its horrors, 
had fuccceded faflion, and men^ the moft violent 
me!ini€S tet each oth^r, by thcconvulGon of parties had on 
the &dden found th^mfclves^deftincd to death together, and 
fnet upon the fame fcaftold to expiate their perhaps equal, 
but differently, diredlqc^, crimes. Thus tyranny furcujdcd 
tyranpy, and one defpot and his p;iniz'in‘=: hnfiJy followed 
another to their fate,. '^I'hefe were the blciltd cfFccls of 
fyftems of government founded in what v/as called equality 
the fights of man. He hoped the f»ood fenfe of the 
people of this country would teach them to profit by the exhi- 
bition df fuch feenes j that tney would fee that due fubordina- 
tiofn? and a goVcMnment bylaw, was the heft feeiirity for prefer- 
■ying a conftitutioii under which thiey had long experienc'd, and 
be hoped they w^ouid long continue to expeiience bleiln^s and 
bypefits of inclliniable Having purfiud this well 

t£med appeal to the feelings of every auditor for fomc time, 
I^.Lordfliip drew his aninnited, and able fpeech to a con- 
fdufion by <J^claring that he fhould give his vodj: for the Ad- 
'dtefs, lirice tlie noble Dukp^s amendment llcmcd to him to 
be highly objcitionablc as well on account of the cliihcuky 
and embarraffment it woul^ create in the v/ay of negotiation, 
for what it profcflbd to be its foie fubjec^t, the acceleration of 
as becaufe it propofed to Tecic no other indciiuiity 
than what might rcfult from the return of two thin.gs, botn 
of,^whicb were in our poflcffioii at the prefent moment, viz. 
W^lth and induftry. 

“^’Thc Dukiof Norfolk rofe next, and made a fhprt fpeech in 
fapportof the motion of the noble Duke, for which he declared 
he ihould vote| becaufe it was didindly faid in it, that if the 
French would not agree tp fair terms of peace, they would 
fupport the crown in carryihg on the war. He owned tho 
deHaration of minifters, that day, did not make the amend- 
ment neceflary as it would ocherwife have been. He re- 
minded the lealfned Lord, that the French revolution had 
prigibatted not with the people, but with the government, in 
^pnfeqttehce of their difrefs from extravagance and waffe, 
.which had brought on tlie ruin of their rcfources— a thing 
wbtcb otighc t6 be a warning to all governments. 

faid, that after thp indulgence he had 
fig^yed^ he would not make ufe of the cuftdinary privilege 
to ttesypiiver of an amendment, aii44hiniadvcit on the 
;i(r^ous the debate ; the decleraldtfti of his Majefty was 

wt jfjkiificientiy prei^ife^ but that of the Secretary of btate that 

nigh^ 
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night, if he had taken down his words corre&ly, would jiaffey 
him, and he ihou^, with the confent <Sf thiir Lprdihips, witHn^ 
drjw his ameiiJment if he underftood chat the < nr^)e Lord 
agrciid to them. l*hc noble Secretary of Si-ate*s WprdSy 
•w t!ch h<* not taken' down at the rnoment, hut aim oft 
metnateiy ;i; :c*r wards, were — ‘‘ 'That fn cafe the conftic'ution . 
now ofrlrc'j to me pco^rle ol Fiance, a^d perhaps now adopt- 
45 d, he foi'/id likely to Cftabliihitletf in iVch a form. as 

IhouKi 1 f'urc a tr ■ rnir.cnt I kcly C<i prci. rvt' the iclnrions “of 
peace and amity, ubj-cchons to trcfni^jg; with therrl would 
l)e eniiicly rci.i*^ cd/’ lie alk'cd if theftf, or ijniiiar words^ 
were Cf^rreil. 

Lord Grcnin t.i he never jpbuld hold ambiguous lan- 
guage or den\ wnat he h^.a Lid in that Eloufe, iic W014I4 
therefore repea: fiis aflertion, (which his Lordfhip did JjLbe-^ 
rately, and vviii h impprted the hope that th<" govern msTiit of ' 
France, nudef the new conftitiition, would afilime a fdrin 
that would encourage' his J^.lajeOy’s niimfters to confider it ak 
’a government capable of prefeiving the accultomcd relations 
of amity and paace, and that as focn as it did fo, ihey woultl 
deem it a proper time for ntgotiation, and would fti( 0 iraccord« ' 
ingly, being as anxious for oi>tain|ng an honourable pi^ace as 
a!»y (bt of men, whenever it could be obtained on fuch terms as*, 
(ri'cat Britain l.ad a right to expert, and which Ihould pruipiie 
to render it Lfe and permanent) but to attempt to makailiBt- 
words of an individual j>eer in the debate, not taken down at 
time, a ground cither the making or the withdrawing any;- 
motion, was fo unfair and fo unparliamentary., th^t he woitH 
not conient to be placed in fuch a fituation. His Lordihip 
enforced tljis idea very ftcadily and firmly. 

• I'hc Duh cf Eedprd laid, he meant nothing, unfair or un-» 
parliamentary, that not wilhing to clog mintfbers, he was 
willing to wi.hdraw his m<»ttoii if he could fee any caufe, 
plain and intelligible, alluincd by miaillers, and that fairly 
avowed, though it did not go fo far as he wiihcd it. He 
moved then to withdraw his amendment, declaring, at the 
fame time, that he could not agiec to that part of the addrefe 
which exprelfcd their liiLii;laction at the improved ftate. of 
affairs. 

The* amendment by confent of the Houfe, witlidrawnj 
and the motion for the Addrefs carried. Addrefs then 

went through the liftial fi>fms and was ordered Cp bcr pre^ 

rented to h • 

Add refs on 


^ by the wnc/ie noulejr^ was. tbo , 

the cf|tj^|p[#Ance of the attack on royal per- , 
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Earl spencer gave notice, that on the firft day of the 
meeting, of the Houfe, be flbould move for the thaiiks of the 
Hdtife tb Lord B i ^u)fri and the officers under him for the 
Clfcllant action aaainfl: the Freudi on the 2 of June Jatt, 
^A^ourned. 

' ‘ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, October 30. 

Two new, writs, were ordered, one for the Borough of Rye, 
in the county of Suflex, in the room of Gen. ral Chirlce, who 
fias accepted one of the ChlUei*n Hundreds, afid t'ne other for 
the county of Haddington, in Scotland, in the room of 
John Haniilton, Efq. who has accepted the office of Receiver 
Creneral. 

The Earl of Dalk ith brought up the Addrefs, which was 
read 4 firif and fecqnd tiine, after winch it was iigreetl that it 
•Aou’d he prefented'by the vvhole> Hdiifc, and fuch members as' 
arc of his.Majefly’s Hpiiourable Privy Council, were dcfircd 
. <0 wait‘Uj^h hk Majeft^, to know whc/i it will be his pleafurc 
to receive the fame. ^ 

Lord Morningten reported^ fliat ho had been to the Lords 
fyith the meUlige of that Houfc, and that their Lordi'hips had 
infocmed him they would fend an anfwer by mefiengers of 
Cheir own. 

^JMr^ fckyll faid. Parliament had never been afiemblicd at a 
tliye more brg with important expectations than the prcTeiit, 
but from the experience he had of the Right Honourable 
^enrieman oppolite 10 him, he did not confxder it. aflembled 
lb much with, a view to the dLfeuffion of our affairs', as foi^ 
fupporting adininiffration, and ootaining frelh (lippl;es. 
He fuppofed the Right Honourable Gentien>an had felt him- 
feJf totally exbauiled cf his finances, and had icrouife to this 
aflfeqnbly to euable him to carry on the war. Upon that fub- 
je£l he had one queltion to put, which he hoped would be 
Rnfweret). He defired to know ‘‘ whether the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman was difpofed to avow, that be had adopted 
.that ruinous and extravagant fyftem, which originated in 
tte word of times? and under the word of governments in 
France?** That is tg fay, ‘‘ whether he had not been 
draifFing frelh loans upon bills, without the concurrence and 
indehin^ty of Parliament, thereby' tnvqlyrhg the honour 
^ and creifel of the nation, as vN&H, If aggravating the 
'ff national jicbt by an exorbitant d^biint ?** Mr. Jckyll 

had 
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had underftood that it had lately been the practice to n^ociato 
Bills, dated Hambiirgh, and drawn upon a banker in Condoa 
ef tlie name of Boyd, v/hich Were made payable in four 
months,, and in confequence dilcounted at the Bank, .Sbt 
numerous «jnd fo larg^ had been the Turns’ of money given 
to Comte Artois, and I'o lavillily fquandered in the expeditioa 
to Quibcron, and on the coaft of France, that this expedient 
was ahfolutely neccllary to fuftain the linking credit until' the 
fupplics ihould be granted, which, if the report be true, ought 
in fiicli a cafe to be refufed, for it was dillionourablc to the 
nationi and encroaching on the privileges of Parliament, whilp^ 
it refeinbled the lalt pitiful means pf a bankrupt trader. 

'ihhc Chancellor of the Exchequer feid, that whenever the 
Honourable and learned Gentieman would be pleafetl to name 
a regular day for the difeuffion of this bulinefs,. he IhoulJ not . 
be unwilling to anfvver ajiy^queSion coiiccrning it, but in the 
mean time, he affur^d him,^ that no ftep had been taken tt^ 
•exceed the amount granted by Parliament laft felEon. j 


, ■ KC*ARCITY OF CORN. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a comrnittee to tak;e 


Snto conlideration the preleut fcarcity and high price of corn*,. 
Mr. Ryder in the chair. 

'Fhe Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that his only ob|e£fcj 
for ha^'lng moved that the Houfe rcfolvc itLlf into a com- 
mittee then, was to take the earlicfl: opportunity of relieving 
the public mind, bv afki ng leave to britig in a Bill for the 
jiJi'ther continuance of a ihll pafleJ laft feilions, allowing the 
importation of corn into this kingdom from any foreign 
country, duty/ree. The Bill that bad palled kiH: felEon did 
not expire for (ome weeks, aud it was bis intetition tiiat the 
limited time fhould be extended to twelve months longer. 
He u’ilheJ, therefore, that a ieleiSi committee might be ap- 
pointed next Tuelday, when all the information which govern-* 
nient had receiv*ed upon this fubjec^ fiiould be laid before it, 
and further enquiry might be made in coiilequence to obtain a 
necellary remedy. 

Mr. Hujfey defired -to afk one queftio.i. — He wiflied to 
know whether the plan of re iff were l;keiy to be efTC*:lual ? 
He funpofed the Right MonoiirabJe Gentleman had confidcred 
it well, and that there was a probability that the produft of 
foreign countries had been fi*fficient ikjC only far their own 
coniumpiion, but to altow the lurplus to us ; but if from the 
rtitormation of foreign countries it Ihould be foundy .chat tliv-y 


are not able to fend a fupnly to our markets fo as to gain 

cV'^pttCi 


.’i 

lit 
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* competent profit, we bad iio reafon to expefl: an iitiportatiort 
without a bounty. 

. The ChamUor of the Exchequer faid, he was by no means 
imilioveably atiuchcd or wedde<l to the plans he had fuggefied, 
Ij^tcb '-vere nu rely fimplc and exiv rimcnul, bi;t he hoped 
when tbc'fuiye£i carap to be diicuikd in the committee, he 
might litvr of fame probable method, in which cafe he Ihould 
be re^dv to forego his own plan to adopt ir. At prefent he 
had oidy calied the attention of tiie iioiire to the prefl'ure of 
the fcaicity, and coiicttvcd that any idea of a bounty would 
Be iirpolitic and in.p'udent. v It was impoflible to be too 
CAUTIOUS in an nfrV.ir of fuch imporrance* 

' Gcnci'a! Smith declahecl he could not entertain much confi- 
dence in minilurr, who had lately confidered the then ap- 
-jpryaciung baivth iis adequate to remedy the fcarcity. How- 
.«vcr, he hoped that « lifficient ftorc of foreign grain would be 
laid lo prevent a fimilar diftrefs in future, 

. Ji/. /‘Ijv.roiV, ri<)t to in-ike any ohjedlion to the motion for* 
Jbringi£*g in this BiJJy but to receive irUf’rniation when the law 
for prohi|)itii).g the diflillcries expires, as their ufe would 
tnatcnally the price of grain. 

- l^he ChmudUr of the Exchequer informed him that the acl 
expired in F chi uary next. 

Mr, fh^/fiy faici, he meant to liavc made tiic fame remark. 
He hoped they were to be fi:<>pped, and if they were, why not 
pubiiih It? I'hc price of grain Rll before when the diflillerics 
n^ic popped, and the knovvlcJgc of this circumftance might 
have effect.,, 

Xbe committee ;ng m.:ide the inotion, 

Mr, D:,<^iiy fyder brought up tlujeporr, and^next I'uefday 
was ndmed the appoiufmenr oi a felcdt coiiuniuec, 

A mefi:n:e fromnhe l^ord', informed the Hrnfe, that their 
Xiordfiiips had f^nt a copy of tiie minutes of the evidence, 
^^ofe nanif’S h.»d been yclierday dciivcied, 

'"the Chfi:v’£il:r nf the Excheque*" nioved tfie order of tlie 
day, for taking into confick ration the addrefs communicated 
by the Lords. (Vide this work, page 5.) 

/ 'j'he minutc&of tlie evidence were then read. The firfl 
was t!u!t of Mr, J. VYalford, haberdafher, of Pall-mall, who 
was on duty as conilable, and ftciiionc-d at ihc IJorfc Guards. 
He attended on the right hand fide of the gate- way, and Mr. 
fStbekdale on the to whom he pointed put one perfon in 
the $ysjOud, aflcmbled about the gate-way, very aftive in his 
of Dov/n with GcWgc!*'-— No War!'^ 
aftci Mrds attended his Majefty to the Houfe of Peers, and 
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in the nafrow paflage oppofite the Ordnance Office faw 
fomcthing pafs with great velocity, and fbon after found the 
glafs of his Majcfty's coach broke. To him it appeared to 
be a ball which had pafied him at- 1 broken the glafs. He foon 
difcovered the farie man again, who was at that time quiet, 
but on his MajeHy’s return he Aiw him (loop down, as if to 
pick up fomcthing, while ftoncs were thrown about by the 
mob. He afterwards heard him cry ‘‘ Down with George !** 
again, and fprang forward to feize him, but v/iis obliged to 
Jefift, or be trampled on by the Horre Guards. He at lengtii 
feized him in the court-yard of St. James’s, i'he fubftance 
which was thrown the witnefs fuppofed to be the fizc of a 
marble or bullet, from the hole it made in the gliifs. He faw 
it pafs through the air, but on account of its veiocitv, could 
not diftinguifh what it was. The man had nothing in his 
hands when he ftooped down, and mapy (tones were thrown 
by other people. Many p^rfons alfo repeated the fame words, 
;among whom was a barber. He did 4iot pejrceive any French 
accent in their exclamations^ The man, when apprehended, 
llrugglcd to get away, and cried, “ Good God ! nnfi I fuf- 
pedted of difloyalty i Surely there can be no harm in ac- 
quainting the King with our grievances?’^ He was 
fcarchcd, bat there was no inftrument, nor miflile weapon 
found upon him. 

Mr. John Stockdale, bookfeller, of Piccadilly, was Ration- 
ed that day a$ a conftablc near the Horfe-Guards. He ob- 
ferved many people hiffing, and there was a number of others 
hiding alfo, whom he did not notice. In the narrow parr, 
between the palace-yards, a ftone was flung^ and Mr. 
Walford pointed a perfon out to Kennedy, of Bqw-ftreet, 
whom he fufpecRed to have flung it, but the crowd was fo 
thick as to render It uncertain. I'here was a frequent cry of 
No war, no King !’* About the middle of the park, the 
man was feen again, and he fet Walfoid at defi.-ncc. He 
was a young man, in a green coat, with a black collar, and 
a guard or two were at that time before him. TIu; fubRance 
which Mr. Stockdale faw thrown, looked like a halfpenny, 
but its force was fpent, and therefore he believed the glafs to 
be broken with fomething elfe. Two fubftanccs were 
thrown, and fifty of the fame gang, if he might be allowed to 
ufe the expreflion, were among the crowd. The young man 
refted on the ihoulder of another perfon, but, after his appre* 
henfion, denied all knowledge of that perfon. 

Mr. Walford, on a re-examination laid, that he thought the 
Aone had been thrown by the man he apprehended, t’nough he 
VoL. I, O - obferved 
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cbferved a window open at the time. He fi;fpe(3led the fub- 
ftance to be a ftone, becaufc it was rounder and harder than a 
halfpenny. 

Mr. James Parker,, of Pimlico, and one of his Majefty's 
footmen, was on the rip;ht hand fide of the {late coach, when 
fomething whizzed by him, which, as it was attended with no 
report, he imaained to be difchargcd from an air gun. It 
made a little hole in the glafs of the bate coach, and a window 
oppofite was open. He was fo timid and alarmed at the time 
that he recollected nothing clfe. 

John Sayer, aji officer of Bow-fircet, was againft tlsc glafs 
of the coach-door, when he heard a crafb, and a round iiolc 
was broken in the middle, about the fize of his finger, with a 
flar round it. He knew the place, and the houfe oppofite to 
which it was thrown — He did not know whi ie the perfons 
ailernblecl, for there were different men in diitcrc^it places. 
Thirty or forty however followed the coach, hiflin-g and 
hallooing for “Peace!” On being qucfiicjncd again as to 
the number which followed, he faid there were thirty or forty 
on each fide of the coach, fo that there might be eighty in all, 
or if he faid a hundred, he ffiould not exaggerate. Among 
other perfons who hilled w^as the man feized in the park. 

Chnflopher Kennedy, an officer of Row-lheet, f:iw the 
hole in the glafs barred, but did not think it had been broken 
with a ftone; for, if it had, he imagined the hole w^oidd have 
been larger. He did not obferve the open window, but he 
fdw a number of people, fame of whom were huzzaing and 
others hilling, lie faw one ftone thrown, too ; it was as big 
as a walnut. 

Here the minutes of the evidence clofed ; when the addrefs 
was read a fccond time. T!'hc Houfe then agreed with the 
addrefs 7U7ninc coiitradiccnte^ and the blanks were ordered to 
be filled up. 

A meffage was lent to acquaint the Lords, that the Com- 
mons agreed with their addrefs ^ and the Houfe adjourned till' 
the next day. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Saturday, O^oher 31. 

The Houfe met at half pafl: one, and proceeded to 
Sr. J. lines v>ith their Addrefs.— Adjournedl to Wedncfiiay 
next. 


Th« 



Oct. 31.] WOODF.MX’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 99 

The following is a copy of the Addrefs of the Houfe of 
Lords, preftrnted to the King at St, Jameses, on Saturday 
the 31ft of Odfober, in aniwer to bis Majefty’s moft gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne, and his Majefty’s Anfwer. 


^Ihc Humble Address dJ the Rl^ht Honour ahU the LoRDS 
Spiritual and Tembor illy in Parliament ajfcmllcd^ 

Die Vcneiis, 30 O^tobrls 1795. 

Mojl gracious Sovereign^ 

WE, )()Ui Majcily's malt dutiful and lo)nl tlie Lords Spiritual and 

T s niporal, in rariiament aliemLlcd, leave to return your Majcfty our hum- 
ble thar.jcs t'-r your M.jjelty's nioft graciou<: Speech Irora the Throne., 

^W( Ka\y to nlFure your Maj '11/, that we Pt with great plcaliirc, that, not- 
withllanding many c»’entr. unfavoui.ible to the common c a ufe, a material Improve- 
ment in tuv £(’ncral piofpccl of afiairs appear.-: to have taken place in the coinfe 
of the prefent year j and piiticul.irly, that the threatened invalion of Italy has 
been prevented, aiiU :i:, t the oflcnilve project?, v.hieh the French were purfuin.» 
on the fije of Cermany, Ji. \e been fiuftralei by the recent operations of the 
Anilrian army. We are iVnlible tb.it the aivanta^cs which our enemies have de- 
ihcd I'loni the fuccelTi s whi^h have attv’v^cd th.dr military op-'rations in other 
j.arts of the campaign, a. id ftam the v.ons.lulion of fep.u-atc tre-'L'ics of peace, aic 
fai from compenfating the evils they cspcr'-cncc from the coniinuance of the war; 
and it is paiticularly falisfa^f-ny to us to obferve, with your Majcfty, the 
Impreflion whlvli has been j^roduced by the dcftrudlioii of their commerce, the 
d'niuijstion of their n.ival ih'^nj'th, -and the diftref. of their internal lltjtfatlon, as 
A' I! as the general ll-nJi. '.\hhh .’.;-7'’ar3 to prevail in France, of the ncceflity of 
}‘i ice and fectliJ ^'ovcrin.ent, in Jidei to relieve the incrcahng pieiTurc of thele 

W'iiiic uv feel the unccrt.iiiity of the Ifluo of the crifis to which the diftraflion 
acd liu-ciiy of Fuwiec have nu; Icvl, wc aic fully fenhblc of the important con- 
icquencci wnlch It rmift probably pioJucc. If tlii*; crilis iliould tcrmittace in any 
ouiei of things coinpaciule Wiiii ilic tranijujllity of other countiles, and imbruing 
c icafoTiablc cx; eftatlon of fccuniy and peimancnce in any treaty which might 
be concluded, wc Ihould fee vviili pleafuic a dtfpoftiion in the en;my to treat for 
gcfcral peace, on juft and fuitable termi j and in the gr:iciou,s declaration of your, 
klajcfty i; views in ihft refpvft, wc ircognize the fame paLcrnal attention to the 
welfare of your Majefly's fubjedls, which we have lind fo many'occafi )na to fee 
yi'ith gratitude ; Du: wo lliould very ill diLhaigc our duty to y?’jr My' f.y and 

O i 


OJ 
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our country, if wc did not readily concur in, every meafure which may be necef-, 
fary to convince our enemies that we are prepared for cither alternative, and arc. 
determined to fu import your Majeliy in the vigyrou? profccution of the war, till 
your Mtij ft ' lhall be enabled to conclude, in conjundlrion \yith your Allies, fuch 
a peace as th- juftice of our caufe and the fituation of thp enemy may entitle your 
Majcfty to tXi tCk : And wc arc fenfible how important it i.s, for thefe objefts, to 
maintain and improve our naval fuperiority, and to fecurr and extend the .idvan- 
tages obtained in the Weft Indies,, fo nc.iiiy conncdlcd with our commercial rc- 
fources and maiitimc ftrength. 

Permit us to afiure your M jefty, . that, while wc regret the neceffity under 
which your Majofty has found youtfelf of treating the \,'iijted Provinces as in a. 
ftatc of war, w'c learn with much fatisfuftion th-. :ordiaI and adti\e -illiftance- 
afforded by the naval force furnilhed to your Malciry by the Emprefii of RufTia. 

Wc return your Majei>y cur giateful thanks for the communication, which 
your Majcfty has been pleafed to cliredt to be made to us, of the dcfenfivc en- 
gagements concluded by your Majefty with thcr Two Imperial Courts, and of the 
treaty with the United States of America. 

We beg leave to afTurc your Majefty, tharwe are deeply fenfiblc of the f atcr- 
ual fentiments exprefted by your Majefty refpefting the difficulties aiihrig to >our 
Majefty's fubjcdls from the high price of grain ; Wc have the higheft pleafurc in 
xefledHng on, the gracious manner in wli ch your M -jefty is pleafcd to exprefs your 
fenfe of t‘v* fpirlt of order and fubmiffion to the laws, which, with very few ex- 
ception.s hri'> continued to manifeft itfclf under this fevcrc prelfure : And we in- 
treat yotji r*iajcfty to be perffiajed, that we fhail not fail to apply ourfclvcs, with 
the utmoli diligence, to the confideratiou of fuch meafures as may tend to allevi- 
ate the prefent diftrefs, and to prevent the renewal of it in (ature . Relying with 
tjic utmoft confidence on the concurrence of your Majcfty in fuch remedies «s may 
'he found prafticablc, in a concern fo important to the welfare of youi Majefty’s 
fubjefts, W'hich we know from long experience to be always the objedt neareft to 
your Majefty’s heart. 


His Majesty’! Gracicus Anfwcr^ 

My Lorus^ 

I receive with the greateft pleafurc this very loyal and duti^il Addrefs. 

The fenfe which you entertain of the prefer t fituation and pmf cdt of afti\ir£> 
and the affurances you give me of y<>ur fir poit in that line of coiidudf which \ 
have judged it neccOary to puifuc, muft pioducc the heft effedts with a view to either 
©f the alternativeB to which the prefent crifismay lead. 

My exertions ihall be unremittingly employed to maintain the honour and ef- 
fcnibl intcreft of njy kingdoms, and promote ^hc welfare and profperity of my 
people. 


HOPS*; 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Saturday, O£ 2 oher 31, 

The Speaker took the chair at half paft one o’clock. 

The order of the day being read for taking his Majefty’d 
Speech into confideration. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That a fupply 
be granted to his Majefty,” which being agreed to, he 
moved. ‘‘ That the motion be referred to a Committee of the 
whole Houfc on Monday next.**— Ordered. 

Mr. Dundas gave notice that he would, on Monday, 
move for the thanks of that Houfe to Admiral Lord Bridport 
and the other oificers for the naval vidory of the 23d of June 
laft. 

A meffage was received from the Lords, That they 
would wait on his Majeity with their addrefs at two 
o’clock.” 

Lord Stopford acquainted the Houfe with his Majefty’s 
pleafure, that he would receive their addrefs at half paft two 
o’clock. At two o’clock the Houfe adjourned, and pro* 
ceeded to St. James’s with the addrefs. 

The Speaker was attended to St. James’s by near lOO 
members. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, November 2- 

The Speaker reported to he Houfe that both Houfes attended 
his Majeliy upon Saturday laft, with their Addrefs; to which 
his Majcfty was pleafed to give this moft gracious anfwer *. 

The Speaker alfo reported to the Houfe, that the Houfe 
attended his Majefty upon Saturday laft, with their addrefs ; 
to which his Majefty was pleafed to give this moft gracious 
anfwer f. 

A new 


* vide Anfwcr In Debates of the Lords, page 5 . 

1 thank you for this very loyal and dutiful jddrefs. It affords me the greateil 
fatIsfaiStion to learn that you concur in the view Ahlch I entertain of the general 
fitu^tlon and profpedt of affairs, and to receive the alfuraiiccs of your firm and 
decided fupport in thofe exertions, which are moft likely to enfure and ac- 
celerate the reftoratloii of peace, on fuch grounds as thejufilceof our caufc and 
the fit^ation of the enemy may iutitle us to exped. 


Nothing ' 
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A new writ was ordered for the borough of St, Maws, in 
Cornwall, in the room of Thomas Calvert, Efq; who has ac- 
cepted the ofHcc of Steward to the Chiltern Hundreds. 

The order of the day was read for the Houfe to refolve 
itfelf into a committee for a fupply of grants to his Majcfty j 
and his Majefty’s fpecch was referred to the confideratton of 
the faid committee. 

The Houfe accordingly refolved itfelf into a committee of 
the whole Houfe —Mr. Hobart in the chair — when the ejurf- 
tion was put and carried, that a fupply be granted ; and Mr. 
Hobart was ordered to report the refolution, which will be 
received to-morrow. 

- Mr- Secretary Dundas obferved, that, however gentlemen 
might differ upon political fubjedts in general concerning this 
war, there was but one opinion, he believed, upon the me- 
morable examples of bravery, both naval and military, v/hich 
our defenders had afforded. Among thefe memoral>le ex- 
amples was the brilliant victory obtained over the enemy on 
the of June lalf, by Lord Bridport and the officers and 
fisamen under his command, in which they had difplayed a 
aeal and military ardour that rcfledled honour on the annals of 
ibis country. He therefore moved, That the thanks of the 
Houfe be given to Lord Bridport, K.B. and Rear A-dmiral of 
England, for his able and gallant condudt in the victory over 
the enemy’s fleet on the 23d of June laft 

> All 


Toothing (Kali be omitted on my part, to nuke .m eiTtrclvidi ufe o^'the mcjhs. 
whlcli you may put into my hands, for a puipcfc fo Important to the pcrm incnt 
Intcrcfts and happinefs of my people. 

' • That the tjianks of this Houfe be given to Admiral Lord Bridpoit, for his 
able and gallant condudl in the important and brilliant vifloiy obtained o\ei the 
enemy on the 23d day of June lad, by a dcu^hment of Ids Mojedy's fiect uiijcr 
his command. 

That the thanks of th's Houfe be given to Vice Adminl Sir C jrdro-y 

Baronet; Rcjir Admiral Uarvcyi and Rear Admiral Lojd Ihigh S'yr:o:tr ; ft.r 
their gallant irxertions on the above occalions ; and that Mr. S/ caJo f-goiry ’ 
the thanks of this Houfe to Rear Admiral Harvev, 

That the tlianks of this Houfe be given to tlie captains and ofneers of the 
itquadron under the command of Admiral Loid Brldp'jx\y for their frallar.t ex- 
citiions on the above occalion, and that Admiral l^ord Brldp it do ftgiiiiy tlw fame 
them. 

p'" That this Houfe do highly approve of ^and aclgiovlcdgc the fcivices of the 
' ' ffaflUch,* marines, and foidieis Oa board jhe Ihips under the coni/*".and ot 



Nov. j.] WOODF ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS* *oj 

All thcfe motions were refolved nemine contradicente^ and 
the Houfe adjourned# 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

TuESDAY-i November 2- 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 
yefterday, which had voted that a fupply be granted to his 
Majcfly, — The rcfolution w'as read and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houfe, that he had received, 
from Vice Admiral Hotbam^ the following letter, in return to 
the thanks of that Houfe, ngiimed to him by Mr. Speaker^ 
in obedience to the command^- of the loth day of Aprily in 
the laft feffion of Parliament 

HIGH 

ral Lord Sriiipcrt, in the brilliant a^Iion with the French fleet, on the 23d day 
,of June lall; and that the Captains of the fcvcr.i! fldps do fignify the fame to 
their refpedlive crc\v.s, and do thank them for their gallant behaviour. ' 

* S IR, Riit-innia at Fca, lejth June, 1795# 

The highly honourable and flattering teftimony, conveyed in yoiu Ictier, of die 
fenfe which' the Commons of England have, by th''ir unanimous vote, been 
pleafed to entertain of my fervices, and that of the ofliceis, feamen, and troops, 
ferving under my orders on the 14th of March, I loft no lime to communicate to 
them in the moft public manner; for, to their eftbrls and exertions, i‘. to be at- 
tributed abundantly more merit than any of which I can boaft. 

Public thafKis, coming from foch an augull alTcinbly, as they refleft the 
higheft luftre on thofc upon whom they are conferred, cannot but be conAdcred as 
the grcaicftof all poflible rewards, and muft nc cclTarily furnifh additional incen- 
tives to that glory, zeal, and fteady pcrfcvcrancc, which, I truft the firitifti fleet 
will, at all times, manifeft in the defence of their King and of their Country 3 and, 
as no language of mine tan Cxpicfs tlic fenfe of what I fed for having, only in the 
execution of my duty, been fo amply rewarded, I muft beg you will do me the 
kiniincf. to endeavour to imprefs upon the Honourable Houfe all that 1 feel from 
thc'it iiululgeiice, as I moft ever confldcr it the fiiil honour of my life to have 
obtained this public mark of their diftin£tIon. 

I cannot conclude, withont thanking you. Sir, moft cordially for yoMT oblig- 
ing parti.dity, exprefled in the polite and flattering terms with which you have 
been plcafcd to convey to me the refolutions of the Houfe upon this occalioa. 

1 have the honoui to be, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient 
Humble fcivant, 

STc RLl: lion, the SpeaUcr* 

W. HOT^^A^^. 

AU 
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HIGH PRICE OF BREATI. 

The Chancellor of thmExchequer moved the order of the day, 
for taking into farther confideration the high price of corn, 

ivhich 

Admiral Lord Sr\dport being come tlic Houfe^ Mr. Sptahf acquainted liiirt, 
that the Houfe had, ycflcrday, unanlmouily rcfolvcd, That the thanlas of tliis 
Houfe he given to him, for his able and gallant condudfc in the important and brll- 
lianC viftory obtained over the enemy, on the 23d day of June laft, by a detach- 
ment of his Majefty’s fleets under his command j and Mr. Speaker gave him the 
thanks of ehe Houf& accordingly, as follovvcth, viz. 

Admiral Lord Bridpert, 

IN nbediencc to the commands of this Houfe, 1 havc'the happlnefsto commu-^ 
Aicate to your LordSlHlp their unanimous dianks for the Impoitant fcrvicc which 
yoli have rendered to your country. The intrepidity, the ikill, and public fplilt, 
of Britlfh officers and feamen, have at no period been more confpicuoufly amf 
fuceeTsfuliy manifefled than during the prefent war. Thcfe qualities were pccu • 
Turly difplayed on that memorable occafion, which have added luflre to tlic naval 
reputation of your countrj*. as well as to your own. It is on that maritime fu- 
peiiority, which youi Lordlhip hat eminently contributed to maintain, that not 
the glory only, but the fccurity and independence of thcfe kingdoms, muft, un* 
der the favour *of divine Providence, materially and chiefly depend. This Houfe 
has accordingly marked the deep fenfe which it entertains of your Lordihlp's 
conduct:, by that honourable tefllmony of public gratitude which it Is my duty to 
convey to you : In the name, therefore, of the Commons of G^at Britain, I 
do give you their unanimous thanks for your able and gallant conduct in th€ im- 
portant and brilliant vidlory obtained over the enemy on the ajd day of June Ufl, 
by a detachment of his Majefly's fleet under your Lordfliip’s command. 

VpennvbUb Admiral Lord Bridpoit /nfef; 

Mr* Speaker^ 

1 Rife, Sir, with ihe warmefl fentlmcnts of gratitude, to exprcL m> Unfe’gncJ 
acknowledgements for the high honour the ‘Houfe of Commons have conferred 
upon me, b}- their unanimous vote of thanks, for my humbls.* fcrvices on the 23d 
of June laft. To the valour and fpirltcd Conduct of the Admirals, the bravery 
of the Captains, the other officers, feamen, marines,- and foldiers, I attribute 
the fuccefs of a detaehmeut of his Majefty’s fleet, inder my command on that 
day* 

It was my duty. Sir, to manifeft irty loyalty to the belt of fovcrelgns, to /licw 
aiy ^cni yti on and attachment for our glorious conftitution, and mark, to the 
ttt tollp Kiny power, upon that and every other occafion, a finccre regard for the 
Ittiiip^f the public j and 1 am now proud in receiving the vote 0/ this Houfe, 

wliicli 
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which being read« and the Houfe having refolved itfelf into^' 

committee-— ■ n . ... 

. ' ■ . , The 

vvuich you have had fhe goodnafs to cofifty, in terms the moft Ratifying to me ; 
for which honour; 1 beg, Sir, you will accept my cordial and grateful thanks. 

Vice Admiral Gardner^ Baronet, and Rear Admiral Lord Hugb ' 

Sc'fnwur^ bci-ng come to the Houfe, IVTr. Speaker .acquainted them, that the 
Jfioufe had, jfllcrday, unanimoufly r.folved. That the thanks of this Houfe be 
given to them for their gallant exertions in the important and brilliant victory 
obtained over the cncmq, on the ft3d day -of yunc: laft by a detachment of bis 
Majofiy’s fleet under the command of Admit al Lord Bndport\ and Mr. SpeaUr 
gave them the tnanks of the Houfe accordingly, as fo'.lowcth, viz. 

Vice Admiral Sir jilan Gardner^ Kcar Admiral Lord H^gb Scymeur* 

IT is wMiii the utmoft fatisl'a^lion that 1 jobey the commands of this Houfe, by 
conveying to you iLclr unanimous thanks foryour gallant rijbrtions in the fervice oi 
your country. An additional V^>of was g^iven on the late ^inguiihed oebafion, of 
' tlie fiiperfor (kill and valour whijch are the charadteriflics of Britift officefs and Tea- 
men, and which have raifed to the eminence they have obtained, the' naval power 
and glory of thefe kingdoms. In aftbti^lng this proof you had fevcrally a dilHa- 
guiflicd (hare; fcrviccs fo meritorious in themfelves, and which lead to confe- 
quences fo important, will ever injure grateful 'acknowledgements of the 
Commons of Great Britain ; and I do accordingly give you their unanimous' 
thanks for your galUnt exertions in the important and brilliant vidtory obtained 
over the enemy, on the a3d day of June laft,«.by a deiachiuottt of his Majefty’a 
licet under the command of Admiral Lord Brldport. ^ 

Upon wMtb Sir Ala^i Gardner /j.d j ^ 

ildr* Speaker^ 

AFTER what has been faid by the noble Lord, under whofe command 1 had 
fhc honour.t6.be placed (in the fecoad poll of his fleet) on the 23d «Uy of Jun(5 
lait, it would ill become me to fay any thing tarther rcfpctVmg the tranladlions of 
that day. Bui, Sir, it is a duty incumbent on me to exprefs to the Houfe, in 
tht' ftiongcll manner 1 am able the obligations I am under for the very favourable 
opr. ion wnich they have been plcafcd to entertain of my ‘exertions and condudb 
on the flay alludcjd to j and in the moll rcfpcdlful manner, to return ihy thanks to 
tlfu augull aflembly, for rhe great and dlfllnguilhed honour which the^ have this, 
day conferred upon me. 

Nothing, Sir, can be fo gratifying to my feelings, J's officer, as to receive 
in hiy place, the thanks of this honourable Houfe ; an event to honourable to, my- 
felf, will ever remain moil deeply jiraprcllcd on ray mind. * 

Before I fit down, I muft requeft. Sir, that you will accept my fmcerc thanks for ; 
the obliging manner ih which you have been pleafed to exprefs the fentiments tilf 
the Houfe on this t ccufion. 

Vol. I p , fieU 
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‘ The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded to open the na- 
ture of the hufinelj^ It was a fubjedh,-.he laid, of which be 
Jhad given notice on Friday lafl. It wa? indeed needleft for 
to fay it was a very hTf>ortnnt fuhjcdt ; what he had 
Chiefly in view at the prcfcut moment u as, to lay the foun- 
dation of a permanent enquiry info a martei;of much prcfling 
.. importance in if/Mf, and at the lame time of great conle- 
q.uencc our commerce and our a':riculture on the one hand, 
and to a lunniious d.if^ c»f people on the other. While they 
endeavoiivevl to [>r(U'ide a lemcdy adequate to the evil in one 
It’nfe, 'vit was highly ncccllary for them to proceed with cir- 
CLirnTpcciion, dih'gent'c, and c-ution; to make thcmfclves? 

, inafters oi the re^d llatip pf fo£ls, and to weigh and confider 
the whole of the fubject gravely and deliberatclv. In pro- 
jpoilng remedies fuj .m evil of io lerious a nature, it would be 
prcpe:r to rcma|lk that thej' were not to l>e merely remedies 
- adapted to a tcmpora»'y prefllire, }>ut meafures that v/ould be 
l and permanent. As a previous llcp, he Ihould pro- • 

/pole, tTie appointment oi a committee to enquire into fhe 
circumitanccs of the price of corn. The meafure which w.is 
to be proceeded in^ t^pon this occafion, would, he hoped, be 
iacilitated by the fteps which government had ali'eady taken, 
and' which the Hcu.'v vvouU retcr to in the progrefs of its own 
proceeding ; at tlie fame time, much would remain for the 
Houfe itMf fo cleterhiinc : and he trufled that every member 
would co'.triTietc, by hts pwn ptnfonal diligence, to funhei' 
the enquiry a? much iis he fliould be able ; and,- by his fuK- 
,ge^lion^, to in fltiding fome adequate remedy for an 

.^4svil ol which there was too njiich reafon to complain. He 
faid, it was his duty to obterve, th: t, whatever remedy fliould 
. be applied, for the rcliei of diilrcfs, care fliould be taken not 


TsCftr I^rd Hogli Seymour thin f^id \ 

] ivcl moiT l'eni;l>h tlic dlftingv’fi'ed honour which I have juft vccei\cJ 5 
aud beg the Houle to gi.e me crrxut for irs ever opciiting upon my mind, in .1 
xVjy to Ucreafe thofe Qsoit one in my country’s frrvkc, I'jr v\hich 1 ha\c been for- 
tunale enough to h.ive receiM-d fo vc’»'y .:mp]e a rcvvaid., 

To you, Sir Lbeg to after my Wa-nwli Lunki for the very obliging, as wf-Il as 
Acry' fia:t ilng in which you have Cwi.iiTiUJikatcd Uiolc ihijiks to me. 

Oidtr,:d 


-.^iTJbat vvhi^tlias been r.cw fa d hf Mr, in' giving the Ovanks of this Koufe 

Vke Admiral y^lan Caidner r*a;onct, and Rear 
Lord Uu^l together w'rJi tlicir anhYers uicicto, be pr'.nied in 

Votes. 
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to injure our commercfr, our maiiu failure, or our agriculture. 
Under thefe general imiireilioiis, Ik' ihould di f^nils tli*:* fuhjeci;',; 
as be had paid no Tiiaall flia^'e of atlentjun to it already, it 
might iio: be impropvT to ilatc fome points whicdi he intciided 
hereafter to fubinit to the HouTe« He would, iii ft of yjj, propofo 
fome alteration in the law upon tfie fubjee"!: i aiiJ^ubder the head 
of Regulation, meant to bring in a Bill for amending the law 
relative to the afTize of bread. 1 e iieccliity of this altera., 
rion wa 5 c n-.*fly imprefled upon his niiiid l;y the frequent^ 
comiTiunicat ons which came from Govern r.ent from the 
chief oiagiftrare of the city ot Ivoiidfjri 

Ariotlur circumftancc rerp<:£tingbr< ad, was, m iiis opinion, 
-extremely material to be contideieJ, viz- rcgaixl to th .t which 
V, as made of fair v^'iie..t, or wheat of the Hrff quii:ty. As 
the law Rood, the farmer had an int. reft' in pieventing 
coming into conmmption. -This he fhould propose to 
r:ru;v\ , A third conCdefatldn appeared to him of ifill greater 
imp ortance than the laft.^ ' He trufted that ®cie would not be 
fouiid any great irifconvenience to introduce into general 
confumptioa bread not, onl)^ made of whe.it, but jhat which 
\va^ to be mixed vvith other grain, in which, he wV.s happy to 
learn, the harveft had been moil* abundant. Poflihiy ali& i£ 
might be made of Indian corn, a mode of remedy, which, he 
liiid reafon lb believe, might , be fuccelsfuliy appheJ, h rom. 
rep^eated experimeuts, he was enabled to ftaie, that mixed 
bread of this aridojher kinds might be as wholefome, and as 
pa^atable^ as any we had been acc«ftomed to eat ; and there- 
fore, without inconvenicnc.", it might be biouglit into ge^ie- 
ral confuinption. 'Fhc law, he ftiould liavc to pruj)ore, 
would include this uftful fubftitiue. vyncis it to' be -in* 

troduced into general canfum])tion, it W(»uld be found to be 
a gicat refourcc ngainft tuc evil of w^hich wc had at prv-fent to 
complain; he fliould tIurcGre hope that thc\ Ho^fe ' would 
confidcr it as a mcafure which could iiot Jie .too loon 
adopted. , 

Another mcafurc he had to fubmit to the Hoi^fe \i/zs this;, 
a coiiiidcrabic quantity of the flour of whcat was euiploy'^d drt ■ 
the making of Itarch. This, he appreiicnLicd| might be pre- ; 
vented in a better way than that of the p -«’:iibiting the mak-r 
ing of ftarcb, which appeared to be\a bad policy coafideVed.,^ 
altogether. Articles which were not applicable ta the 
of man might be ufed in the making ftated 

tills as the ground of his ^hope, that a conTidcrable reduSrod'^.j 
might be made in tlie confumption of wheat by .this article 
find, under that impreflibn, heihouid hereafter move fork-ave, 

P 2 Wr 



lof VoC>PF ALL'S PARLIAMElStARy REPORTS. [Commons. 

to bring in a bill to prohibit tbe m^^king of ftarch from wheat 
floUf for a limited time; ‘ 

Another point to be attended to!; was the law which oper- 
ated to prevent the free circulation pf corn in ditFercnt parts 

f thc kingdom, although it intended for other purpoles. 

his he alfo propofed to remedy ; and, for that piirpofe, he 
intended to move for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent ob- 
ifrud^ioQ in, the tranfitof grain and other provifions 'within the 
fcingdoiti. 'rhit, he truiFcd, would contribute, in a great dc-- 
gree, tothcr llet'of diitrefs. 

Thefe Svere the principal and fpecific mcafurcs which, in 
this ftage of ihcir proceeding, he thought it ncccffary to ftate ; 
but they wer»e not all the meafiircs.on the fubjedt that might 
be npeeflary to be taken. Whatever fliould be finally adopred 
6ugbt: to be th;i refult of the full inveftigarion and pure deli- 
beration of Parliament. He fbould be glad to hear the fug- 
geilions of individuals on the fubjed. • 'I'hey fliould take 
care, as f^r as rli&y went, they^were dping nothing but what 
Would bfc fafe and advantageous for the public ; and, being 
convinced of that, they fliould not delay iheir meafures longer 
than v?as abfolutely neceflary. .. 

* It might be alked, Why he'did hot bring forward another 
meafure — a bill to prevent, for the whole of the enfiiing year, 
the working of diiiillciics? To which he would anfwcT, he 
did not mean to deny that fomc advantages would be derived 
from flopping the diftilleries ; but then, it fbould be recol- 
lefl-ed, thiit they were already flopped until the month of 
February, and, perhaps, that might give full time fpr enquiry; 
apd, he was ready to confefs, that the advantage of ftbpping' 
at this moment, for a longer time than February, would 
l>e adequate to the danger. The diftillery was an arti- 
cle that ailbided coniiderable revenue, and on which, per- 
baps, if it fbou’d be right to give a bounty on the importation 
'(6{ cort^v tbt^y might r^jy for tite payment of fuch bounty ; and, 
P this yjew, there might be a faving to the public by con- 
tinuip'i^/tbe diftillery.' - He did not mean to fay, however, 
that, at all eyents, a pecuniary difficulty, arifing from the 
iofs'Qf the revenue -of the diftillery, was to be compared with 
|. and yb* it was of importance, and fliould not be 
ft..ftily hid firft thing to be confidered in this cafe 

Ac alceit^l^t|^£'''Whether bread of a mixed cuality might 
jrtot bfe ufefuily il^p^uced into general confumption ; whether 
fee, barley, oattr,^ 'iini^potatoes, might not become greatly 

and, tliofe confiderations deter- 
ibiiMiti,j!#t^>puUl>e time.'cnoi'gh ta examine the propriety of 

Hopping 
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flopping the diftilleries. ; He was not ready to concur^ i|i> 
flopping them any longcir, atpefcnjt, than the lime already' 
limited for that pilrpofe. It might, at. this moment, be a ram 
meafure.' If they were flopped, . it IJipu Id be obferved, that 
advantage would not all run one way. ‘Tiie flopping bf the. 
diftillery would advance the price of crtic article of ,lhe fo(x! pf 
of liic lower 'brders of the people; he meant bacon. 
pi ice of bacon depebdedv in a great meafufe, on the prlcje^f 
barley. 'I hcfe were the confiderations which he had to Tub* 
niit to the Houfe at prefent, and therefore he m«ved, That 
the Chairman be direcSted to rnove the Houfe^ That a feleft. 
Committee be appointed to take into confideration the pre- 
fcnl high price of corn; to colled: evidtnee rclaxi ve^ thereto ; 
and to report the fame, as it fhall appear to them, to the 
Hoiifc.” - 

Mr. Lcchmcre rofc, and declared that he fiiould be f<^rry to ‘ 
fay any thing that might infrmge tlie rules of the Houfe ; if 
he fnoiild, he would lubinit fp fliuthority, and be liicnt ; but 
he felt an inclination to deliver his feritiments, the ful je^S.ba-- 
ing fo extremely interefling to every man who wilhed to 
relieve the poor. He had heard the propofals made by the 
]\Iinifier, as part bf a^plan Vhich, he /aid, he intended to bring 
forward ; and, cettaihly, the Right Hoik Gentlcmaii^s ideas 
were diftiiidly and ably ftaied. , It did not, however^ feeun 
to him likely/ that the Hbiife fcould come to any c&dual 
remedy for the evil, unlefs the caufes of that evil were firft af-’ 
ccrtciincd. They ought, therefore;^ m iqveftigated, and, 
plainly ttated. What, he Would atk, were caufes of the 
jxefent great diftrefs ? We had perhaps had as plentiful an 
iiarvefljijps the Great Author of all Kleffings ever gave us;the? 
poor man, nevcrthelcfs, w'ho ploughed the earth which pro- 
duced that plenty, was flarvir driven to very great dif- 
trefs indeed, ancl inti fely unable to fupport his;^£iimify. .Mr* 
J.cchmere faid, he had paid feme attention tb'^is fubjeiSl:* 
He had endeavoured to find out the caufe ^^f this fcarcity, dlik 
he hoped the Houfe would indulge him with a; hearing,, hav- 
ing no objcdl but that of relieving the diftre^S of the poor, 
and to make the heart of the cottager leap with /joy. Per- 
haps a lew hints, which he was enabled to glve, ipight produce 
advantages, and the poor man who tilled tbefoH/might rea^p, 
fome of its fruits. One of the great caufes of the pjrefent , 
t refs, he took to be i he monopoly of farms* The great fifhrjer was 
enabled to riiife an enormous ^i^tity ofqprh. By his opuleht . 
circumftanccs, he had it in his pow'er to Withhold' corn from*" 
Jhe public market, while the little farmer was cofepelled to 
- ‘ ' fell 
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- Tdl it, be the market prifccr what. it' It was notorious 
there were iK)W ocdbpieiw one man which for- 

''tticrly fupported <^.foiinffeen inauftrious lamilies. He 

di4 nor know that the I^ou^e. could remedy th:it crying 
j but, if they cpiikt piut a ilop to the future ptogri^is of ir, 
they wbi^ld do away A^iivety.gfcat mischief. Some of ticfe 
farineh haddong Icafes, with which theLegifla^re coulJ not 
int?rfei c. He fubmitted, however,, wiiedicr 
they could not pi event ilic confinuance of this evil in fuluie. 

. next great evi* wfeich b% kir w of Ja^hJno in corn^ 
Xiie jobbers of corn ana of horned cattle, vvere iiiftruments 
great opprej9^|0,,c)n the people. He fpoke not of the torn 
, dealer, 'fqr as rnueix difference betv/cen him and a 

|*^i|l|pni3obber as^tfere is between a man who lends his money 
'^t five per cent, and an ufurer. In order to prevent p 'tty^ 
' fogging corn -dealers doiiig rgore mifehief, he would propofe 
that j^o man fiJiOLild be perihitfied to deal in that article vvitixouc 
out a tkence ar a hi^ Pfted. 

^^I^eiiext poii|t to he wi^od rto call the attention pf 

tWtiomniittee was this. Iti th^ part tjf the country he came 
thc.pracUce ro market with 

; li fealj, fomple in a UttTe'bag. ^ The ;car»-dealer fays, ‘‘If 
your com is all like this, I will buy /{The confequence 
that if a man camc^^Uo-isoairkec for a little corn, he was 
told, the farmer bad fold the whoje of it. He (houid thcre-^ 
fore prop^fe bring to, market no lefs a 

f fampleihan ah 4 fh^^^ :|l?h*s cot Id be no obj^fi to the farmer, 
but it was a to the poor man. If be, was told, 

was impo'ffible to bring all the corn to market, he could 
/^iWerj— ^Let 'h proper number of granari^rs be <^e^ipd all 
"ibyiSy thb. kingdom, wherexorn may be fold as at a market, 

* for a market price ; and where the poor may at 
his bhi^iji for his money,"^ well as th(^^cqrn-dealer. 

made to this Vvas, that there 



ciiltj in having the corn ground. To which 
S^cuM h^lfiinfwer, that a hand-mill would grind all the 
popr man could purchafe. 1 hefe, Mr. Lcch- 
shere fald^ all the obfervaiions which he (houid m.;ke at 

S refedti ' ^s he,, did not wilh to tire the patience of “the Houfe. 
f/atiy ftrike him, and appear likely to 

good, he fhould beg leave to. fub- 
inat; of the whole Houfe. .He declared 

jjbe apptwed^^^^«^^ prelent m<?afi|re, and he 

^ifhtfd in fofiiit of it, the poor of this country 
^ght with thjejuftice of that Houfe. 

Mr. 
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Ml. Fo9c icild, he did not rite to oppofe the meafure pro- 
p ftd by thp Minifter tnat evenjogy On t ic contray^, h« 
a»^rccd with him in moft of the pcpvtfioip^; which be had 
ft it<-d as intended to be bioii^>ht forward. He thought manjr 
oi t lem not only good, but, perhaps, better than any others 
whch cojlck be offered upon the fame topics- He rofe 
tiiieflv lo mime fome gencial obfervations, which appeaxsd to 
him to belong to the nature of the proceeding about to ht 
encerrd up^n. ^ 

W ih nip(£k to the affize of Lrcid in London, the aptho» 
ntv whence the^CL^ulaUon came, was of great weiglit, and, 
he I clicved, that fome ugulation would be proper. He could 
n )t, h )wever, help tearing that tie regulation propofed wa$^ 
n )t a r gul 'tion from whicn the diftrcfled were likely to def 
rivc immediate benefit; becaufc every regulation idpcc^ing 
bi^ad, demanded chit it fbould be taken up and founi^ on 
t'lL moftcviireci of all principles; coniequently, the Jjjfeuf* 
kon ol the fubjbiSl would taki up mdeh tin|||. vVhethef'juiy 
i lult was imputable to the :formcr^ be did not know , but^ ai 
iai a> he had heard, although it Wiatihever highei titan pre« 
i jet, accoidihg to the price of corn and meal, breed 
h id not bteii higher than the proportion between meal ahtf 
brcadi^arequiied it ftiould be, and chc bakers had by no means 
been gainers upon the cafe; therefore, was afraid We 
Vv etc not likely to find an immediate rqbji^jrto the ev&l by this 
rcgul ition m the aflize of breid. ^ 

With regard to the other parts of fhe^piioAedings, as they 
had been opened by the Right Hon. Gemlcman, it was diffi-* 
cult to fpeak unul more of the matter came into detail. In 
thefiift place, however, he muft obferv e, that t\h Mmifttf 
fpoke of palatable and wholefome bread being to be nude out 
of a mixture of diff npntarticl s wuh wheat. He baJliodwbt 
but that this mixtine, when it came into gfchlJifal confud^ 
non, would be advantageous to us in tbltcs dT icarcicy * ||M t 
when g( rtlemen of that Houfe talked of paUtablc^ild whoR- 
fome bread,” they fliould not talk of bread for thcmfelvesi 
— they fliould lay that out tf thf*r confideratioO. Bread qf i 
mixture was, to^him, as palatable, and, for aught he knew, as 
wholesome, as tint which was made of the fii^eft wheat | 
but that was not fufhcient for the poor. It wai» \o them all 
important thing that it ftiould be nutrttiot flS Well a? pala- 
ble and wholefome. ,He wiflicd the Hoiifb tO conlidcr that 
j^omt as It really Was, and to confider it attentively. 
pole, for inftancc, that a fourth pirt of tfus bread ftiould Dd 
made ol potatoes, then that fouitli of wheat wbuld be faved in 

qu uitity 9 
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qw^ntity ; but this * was- not, tbv^Vpoor, a faving of one 
.^urth^ becaufe the quality of die bmd was fa far .inferi<*>r to 
that which is jmade.w^Tly of wheat, and confeqnciitfy, fo far 
aii abatement of iidurlf^m^nt, which muft be tpadc up by 
other food. In looking tp/hip ithinj^ in SSii^vicw^ they ought 
to calculate, upon, a very ill4l5pr^m principle, froip'that of al- 
lowing a faving of one ^ ^ 

A|iother thing,; a verj^ great and a yerj^ important one, to 
whieh he wilhed to direfl: th|| attendon of the Houle was, 
nature of the fcarcitj^’ In what view the fcarcity 
waa to be taken. We were well aware that, howeiverTevere 
diftr^ft^'d^,:&arcity did not arife whoUjrfrom the fmall- 
of thie pr^^uce. If wheat wdre thp only thing that was 
wagantly dear, there , might be.fome lenfe in faying, the 
.ftrcTs arpfe from the d^|^ttiylej|iefs of the produce, but that 
was clearJy not the cafe, evf^^faing elfe beina.alfo excrava- 


high ,jn^ pricey 
, not meat^igh? 
And yet'^onc i 
l^^duce. Take fhg pr< 

WeiJasP^biv.i^d thal thd 


auite fo, high as wheat. 

neceffarks of li[e 
jM^id'to b>? dcFedlive'iii 
i'^l'dainea for inftance, and 

^er-Cbad b^fti as jfevourable as 
- 


iny^iir*:^e could recollecl, that the pfojdjj^c was abundant,’ 
and ytft, the price of butter^ we, jfbpuld find be, thoqgh not 
quite fo high Certainly at a very 

great from nine- pence 

or tctirt^pcnce ?iB^pfwVt^h tcen.pencc AH thefe things 
Mte h%h for different from ^^pAf a fearvtinefs 

produce. v’: TW^ifFercnce^of the corTtPai?ative ,|^rice of 
’" rn Was not fipon the whole to be confidered as depending 
|b^ produce of the late harv'cft, fuppofing the pr^mluce to 
' il^hat was expe6ted— by t^e way he Wj^S V^pry , far 
thinking low as fome thoiighMt:~fliJl Jje 

ear ''^||^fflW<Apok,.to other caufes for the High price, 
ww be as plentiful this year as ir ever had 

^ ^ t\4id not contribute to the lowering of the 
or aiiy other article. 7'he bountilul pro- 
earth therefore had no cfFedt in lowering their 
j^ed ithefc things, not fo much to fhew the real 
provifions, as to fliew that the caufe, 
^ complicated caufe. How 
* '^“^nribe it ro the war, he did not then ftate. 

ted to th^ fcarcity no man coidd doubt* 
caiiifes, and Jbme ol them perhaps 
s profperiiy of the country, he wa$ 

Piat'Iiiudlibdut t6 argue. Either of thefe nii«ht makd 

mings 


oi fi 
i^aWer 
Syjwe mi; 
jrhat the: 
bat tJ 
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HoT.jJ 

tbingt rife grailua 
tbiyiMerattOn eif , .^ 
to. i^l&fiY and complicated ca 
Cbievotii to the ir ‘ 

it to any oifie ^art%{|^ j» 

the fe<St4: Cd®Bci« . 

comprehenfiii^ 1^^ and &t out Uj 

knowledged idea ':|^t,.dlr.N^uf«s prelent 

complicated and that the reihddy, \ 

might be, Ihoulf . ap^d,; with the 'Utmoft 
caution. ' ', •. . ' • ’■ .- ■•.■■■‘TC 

With refpei^ to the diftillerres, Ylliftt ,to 


what way the continuance of the proipimfiim « 
to operate, to the difadvapteg^ of this’ coahtry 



afleA the revenue, , cert; 
confumption of art a 
that would be well: 
whicl^t w<^ld 
on thTmoral^.. i 
part of ,thei Cpmmuni ., „ 
to a cer^iti ,{4^tebt, c>fi4br^ , 
which, it'Mramb^ do diffiqjp[t 
time of peace^and iii 
able ipcre^e to » 

where. tiie,nuTchief it^ld b^ . 
mainder th^a^ear. the prbhibi. 




;l»w? By.dmini&ii 
It'll: thejse lhduid be a 
Kbri^pe'ds, by,^ 
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.. „ jafipn a ^nfiimi 

..TpmtS, ,the , r^ - “ - 
to check' iiS.iii " 


^ _ r 0g ' 

- ' ■ ' - .g, not::r" 

r(g«f l^wholS 

iei"“‘“'''‘' 



with' re]|)e^ ’ki^iie' agricii 
ife would do well to meet in tidi^ 
;ht tail for a week, foi' a fb^ 
Lt there w^y,no pefmikncnt good 
coercionai.’^hd reftriblioir"^''' 
^ Ing pr. letting their eftHtd^ ^ 
for grain;^ or any other commodity^ 
tity or mode whatever, were, in , t 
bad; ahjdin proportion ds they''lil«^^|^i; 
astheyi^ht to be, with great diffiCiidM, 


rule up&i;^!all occalions was jmon 
allert; litovitable neceliity ^ihulb 
ought^ however, to adhere to a good ' 

' polBble. He fuggeiled dius ig|uch' v 
which he entered upon 

ceived the Homb#0ulc 

wilhed to iinpi^.Wi^Oufe?„ 
been a prodigious incre«e in- the 

yo*.i. ^ 0. 




« or i 


h Ik con 
dve al _ 

; there‘s 
the need: 
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Icicles of Jife» Wicb any failure in 

produce, havc' ari^i upon that point ; 

^ptt^e pl^rfons think; labour/ils too low. I con-^ 

inyfelfj faid Mr. to ^W^that pinion/ ^ Not only fo 
%t prefen V hJlrtr^at it has ^Kll^ ro for^ai^ And 1 

p declare fredy) that ^nvinced 

i ihat the pi»y of the labourer is wh^j^iirae^uate to his living:, 

* riie of all the articles nebraary. for exiftence, and the 
iti^e lownefs of the pr|ce6f labour at this tnoment, arc 
fuch as to .be, to a great majority ojTthe labouring part 
people, r4|E|^^»^ormous grievances i. and to declare 
that the gm|‘ majority of the people have no longer 
fort of refleMng on, , what indeed was once the heft 
contort, that work of their own 

‘%d iiot oil rhe fuperiors. Now they 

jlBref doomed to oti^the charity of 

no doubt hai^ lent, and I ^ 

i^ntinue Such i^jjllat this ‘ 

the ''condition t^lbe cMWf^||pfipourer'^,this coun- 
I .contjbive whatT to be a greatj,evil. But 

J|feat I have; doubts We can re- 

f)njedy ft ly an]^ iegi|lative ^^r^e have, met 

il^p^ibns of high of 'q|roon thi^re ought to be 

> di^^nt diftri£fs the com- 
^p-.rwfetive^-jWijbe. .of tai ||[ | Tp t^ infuffi^nt; but how 

iS; wb f^/thp^HU^fe ^ fix ‘the pr^p^jis a>gueftion 


, contort, that tte 

'Mands^ 'ind iiot oii the fm 
jiSrtf doofwed to fubfiij-, ih | 
no doubt fronM 
WiU continue to le^ 
the "condition t^lbe 


I .contrive whabT haV^ 


f I have^doubts 

fp^y ft iy siiijt Icgijlative ^er^< 

jl'jJhrilbns of high thife 


^ifdns of high aut^iy^|M) aM. of 'oKwn thife ought to be 

^‘n di^^nt diftri£fs the com- 

gtive^-|^l?f, <of 

is wb f<^ ’'tbpsPUmfe ^ fix the pr^p^jis a>gueftion 
|ich I'vfry tbbeh ilp|^^'heKi>’^'|s not'^ffibk|ip>.^ailb 
IJBce of |^bou|^cqual td^j^e prefent price of provirit)it||ii^d 
y i^poi&ble to reduce the prefe)^|>rice 
Sjpi P !^ with t^e prefentj)rice of labodf; ^ But 

(ub^,,&ould be^|j^|dilhr« 
^urm a judgment^i^h;3t, 
|||H^er|CT|^H^i($eafuro rnay take place, which mall 

greauinconvenience — do not ' 


*ian> and I 
more 


pbi^rVejs, that indeed wnlch I have 
ready, that we fbould not take up 
vie^ It is an evil arifins out of 
;j|^^ and if in your deliberations 
may ultimately 
||t^. profefs to re- 


- . ; The 



Kot. 

The CkifmUpr^ 
high^ft degree #f / 
Honourable 
points of that im, ^ 
pletcly with thofe of the 
he had hiS hearty thanks 
manner in which he had 
different v' 
of the fcai 




int que; 


Bifshtquer faid, l^at he' ■ thg- 
piS^CMi.irofP |^e,fpee«* whict* 

* h&d ju^ de^i^red : on a&' tHc. 


^.<^|n4>ns coincided 
iral^e Gentleman ; . am 
JiTy candid/ slnd,^li|^ 
‘^is :j[entirjiwni^ ::npoj^^ 
He all<jw«^ Cdii^ 

and complicated, 



tion as they werd iib,,^^,.fubjei£k undoubtedlj^^'iSiSiltfir^^tlj^ 
moll ferious and mimite inv^ftigatlon. » He 
fcarcity of wheat was one caulein a greater degree||bl^ ; 
Right Honourable Gentlctnim imagirisdi althougfr^tnesfl 
ciency of the crop was certainly »M|l^ilibe .ible caiji^ 
agreed that there bad been great plq^fof palli|r^l^ 


had, he believed, been one. caufe 'of ■. another 


meant of butcher’s mi 
buy up larger 
have done, 9^ 
m^et, but 
market; 

that ciTj^mllanci 
ftantiak 1^-,, The' , 
certaiti exikthii^ he confi.^- , 
in which m wejiisi^ijiiiNlhel; 



had indvice^ the gr^i^rs; 
p. than they 'oth^wife wo\i|S 
brvrards .pbligi^ to fen^ltc 
-iened,' ^ey wcre>fent !!^ |r 

J a Imer quaritity of r?aV WPS 
file at „comin.^i teii^)3C|^.^ 
to nrodji^e fca^^}»i,Aut tj^iSTM 
invo%pit was Ij^s the ca^j^ii 


fcarcity than 
all £ur(^e^ and Which jt 
vented 3 ^lig^ this be mult 
. cflT^ oflf^^ducing 'tto f< 

|gl. The Righf;Hi&u6l , , 

I^re were many circumftanc^ not inomfiufnt 
of the country. Which 
There c^pinly wre, arid j 
v'^M^ becaufe wl^ the 'fljpsuriH] ' 

'..'a/' undoujjtedly added 
riches and national wealth, Hjet 
all .the ranks of life, from coi^ 
muil have inesreHed very 'laJg^j 
as onp.of the caufes added to ‘ “ 
as tUfc improvements, in agri^ 
this profperity in otbef ref| 
navirable Gentleman l^ .la; 
which he agreed With 
bad, faid aguofyayine^" 
of their 


fate that prevailrf W 
intern, tp Wto 

femari had 
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advantage, or was moft 'likely to reward their induftry ; and 
bp was equally clear, that it would be^^sjUi improper inter- 
ference, was the legiflature to lay down any (Urecife law or 
rules for the conduct of moll particularly intereftcd in 
the produce of grain* Wa$ this he had particularly in view 
.'When he ftated that, liowever impatient the Houfe might feel 
to remedy in the moft fpeedy manner a temporary grievance, 
Vithich had borhe very hard upon all deferiptiotts of people^ 
but' nccellarily moft fo upon the poor, who formed the 
greateft part of the commuity, yet he had warned them 
to be extremely cautious and well-informed before they 
adopted any fpccific propofition for fo conlplicated an evil, 
le/l they fhould bring on a greater, by rafli interference that 
might ^entually be ptbduftivc of ferious and dangerous con- 
^quetiqi^ to the agricultural and comjnercial interefls of the 
coubtfy— an eftedl fludioufly to be guarded againft. On the 
,fubje£l of altering the alfizc of bread^. he did not difFci* from 
the Right Honourable Geitdemah general reafoniiig, 

but, for the reafons he had it'Was^Jmppflible that dif- 

,fereht kinds of bread could By , bakers, in any 

beneficial way for the public, uMm regulations were adopted 
incompatible with the exifting laws. Another matter ftated 
by the Right .Honourable Gentlemen was well worthy of 
attention, and in 'which he likevyife agreed moft decidedly : 
it was, that, while we adopts nilsafuits encrcafe the quan- 
tity, we ought to tako cafC the quality v/as equallly nu- 
tritious. Unlefs this , done, the change would cer- 

^tainlybe for^tjje worfe^^md i^U heavily on the.j^or, whom 
it was moft their wilh tofrclie^c 5 the confumption of bread 
the rich being, as the Honourable Gentleman had 
wifely repiarked,. but a fmall part of their fuflcnaricc, 
^JWbat he had was, to'increafe the quan-* 

^ty of bread,' 6f^ a quality equally nutritive, and at the fame 
time tQ>b^n the qu^n||ty Uf flour confumed in bread at pre-* 
he to think might be effefted. 

what he had faid, rcfpedling the 
lining, as he did, that ingredients might 

,, , , which never had been ufed as 

the flopping of the diftillcry, 
agree with the Honourable 
and id^ defalcation, if anyftiould 






inhibit revenue, woiid 'bfc confideration provided it pro- 


the ben 
^emah ; 

iS 



e^s deferibed by the Honourable 
wfe of Britifh fpirits, in- 


try would 


an accelHon 

of 
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of ftrengA as well as of j^ehue. ^ regard to what bad, 
been faid of the diminutlti^' of the revOniwh'eiog compenfated 
by the duties on the importation of fpirits, he could 

not at that motncnt fpeak decidcdly^i ' it might open a 

door for fmuggling ; but being at prcifent a matter I'athef of 
doubt than c^tainty, it was a!* worthy- of the moll; 

fcriojs attention. ^.tJpon the whoje^jjaccjuielcing id^ the idea 
of the Right Honourable Gent1emai|,yiie belipved it mighf be 
a great fatisfatSlion, th;^t the country &ould know without 
delay that this was likely to be determined on, and that 
the government taking into' theif conlideration the exifting 
prefTiire of I'o heavy a grievance upon the people, as on^ means ^ 
of alleviating their fituation had rcfolved'>"to continue the; 
Itopping of the diftillcry for another year, the prefent Bill ex** 
piring in February next. / 

Air. Hiilf'y tiiought that no . folid^Ofeeflion couldy^ made 
to what he had heard from the Gentleman^ 

though he confelled he hiaid^baito with an intention to 
take the fenfe of the Houje up6a'‘th^^^ueflion, which he was 
happy to find unneceflaVy, '^as, ttt# Hj^nourable friend 

had anticipated all he meant to, ha^itofte^ed on the fuljedl. 

Sir John Sinclair fubmitted, ^hether the Committee ought 
not only to take it into its conlideration to remedy the pre- 
fent, but, if poflible, to prevent <he return of any fimilar 
fcarcity. When he confidered the e?^Cent of capitals em-, 
ployed in the diftillerics, and the a^af^teges ‘derived from 
them to the revenue^ he conceived that; ic^?l^uld be proper to 
deliberate maturely'*^upon the confcquencesi before they pro- 
ceeded to put a ftop to their, operations. At any rate the 
prohibittop fliould be confined folely to the difilUation <£ 
the grain produced at home, and nut extend^<to 
from abroad. ^ ^ 

The Chancellor of the ttxchequer faid, hedi^not agree 
the Honourable Baronet as to the exceptidh'^^eign 
indeed fo far from his thinking that the 
be limited or confined to any, fpccific 
if pofiible he would rather extend the prdmbii|pCrib^^ 
tillation of fpirits from potatoes, and every o^eF^tnfel^^Tfooi^ 
Mr^ Hufey faid, that he had heard tha|t^([at^S 
been ufed in the diftillericS, and it wa4^s,vjptpr|^^ to 
taken notice of it. . 

Mr. Cttrwen faid, it was to be obj^rveiS; tb^l^^llfch price 
of corn had been occafioned not ib mhcb 
grain, as from the alafprwhidf^^ad beeik created, as .gander* 
ttood, by the agent^^ goy^Ament:* Some dlGwantages 

alfij 
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raifpr— Etlrio" co"! 

ES'S-^“T!t5!-='Sn‘S 

dev'ife fome mode for, SuUti»g the' wages of ^ by ho 
nrtce of orovifions, by ^ich means u would btcomt the in 
of TUndlordU to let his lands at fuch a hgh ra e 
as would make it neceffary for the farmer to fell bis gram at 

Si^t^ exprefled his fatisfaaion 

ftoa^ oial! a f.S'iltVd 

■ployed byGoycrnmentS|if?ii|y,»p.<^m^t>o‘"= .tf’nml hi 

U.erl.a«i.hfe«ral g#l=™n '» ““i; '. 

London on that fuWe£l, who informed him, that they ha 
Sd in die import .tion of corn to this country from torcig i 
^rkets, and we?c {^fterw»rds«pbliged to abandon then 
Si aeSunt of the competition of government a.ccnts, with 
whom they werepWWe to contend, and had, m conicquenu, 
refi<»aed their government for the importation. He 

S, miherf that 

mdnopolife corn of .foreign growth? and p.cfTed for a de- 
Saratfon upon that point alfo, in order that corii^d«tefS and 
r^SlWt in future be able to Itait with fair and 

■;^he a^ntellor of the iTw^ryaer fpokc expliciriy / 7/,’ 
f-m fiiHitt^thih thefe few days, he had never heard of inch 
Id^ihgbeen made, or fuch ideas having,pmvailcd, 
frbm loofe rumour only. He could auurc the 

t ents had been employed by government at 

.ilv grounds for fiich a rumour, winch he 

fcWereKthe purchafes made for the fupply of the 
lupplies the contractors were to procure 
^ght proper. So far the idea of govern- 
hiSlItie, foi the fake of monopoly, was deftitutc 
iife^„’^datioii. That agents had been em- 
ul^S5uBis:markejt%»with, foreign corn he acknow- 
doub^ at lfec lam«f>;#ne, whether they migl>t 
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tend to check the fpecuhl^^^^ of lAc^ividudiS. It was a poin( 
that would aditjitof Tc^ in-, 

dividual fpeculations, he admit^ i^^;^|cncrat principk^^ 
and looking chiefly at ordinar}^ hue 

even that wa| jullifledby thejpe^i^Kfixijgeiw pf the times, 
and wn’s merely put in; pradlice. the n^iarii^et to its 

ufuai level. On ^ this Pccaflop|.’ |fjiy^ferved^ that 
merchants had not tp contettd'iW^l#S^t|ie mdividud merclb 
of foreign countri^i j^catricj from the general fcarcity which 
prevailed in Europe, foreign agents were emplpycd to obtain 
fupplies at any price, who could only be couhteradled by; tbe^ 
agents of our government ; and it wouldj|i*4ye been unftfei 
in fuch a fltiiation,'to have relied upon the pftKefs of indiyidp^ 
exertions. It was alfo to be recplledled that our agents had aLii 
opportunity of procuring a fupply when merchants' were un- 
willing to run thp fi(k, berj^;^,SpPl^enfjv^, that lilforc th^r 
arrival, the ports, might tation ; or that 

fech fupplies might be obta|n^^,a^wpuid difappoint the fuc- 
cefs of their advenfur^i?^t'He|^ ^ in great 

uncertainty. Bef^ire he fat dbv^rtfetlwf th of the Ex- 

chequer declaf,ed> be recogmfrd.fne general principle of avoid- 
ing any interfefeoeq in their tt^pfa^ions. 

General Smith fofe again W he hoped that the Right 

Honourable Gentleman did notTufp^ him of having brought 
forward this enquiry as a matter,^, pf chaipc, ^nd aflured hirtt, 
that he remained perfectly fatisfl^d the apfwer hadl' 
given. ^ 

differed from the Right Honourable Gcptlcmani 
in thinking that the peculiar circun>fl:ances pf laft year had 
juftified the particular exception to generjal jprijpciples. ,, He 
hoped - however, that the committee wou^ 
into their confideration. When it was en^fred into, 
not doubt, but that the Right Hohour^je,'^pPtleman>||(|^I^ 
allow, that the market of Great 
better fupplied if no fuchineafure had bd&lf 
a particular part for the Committee to 
of their deliberations^'' If it appear«&,fii^|^jto'*^h|iB^^ 
market would have been better fuppli^^y 
then icwould bea ftrong " 

of general principles to a particular' 

Mr. Fox added, that he had a few a|pTti<^p;^^jrerya^^ 
make upon the effeA of the thfe 

gradual and opcTatiy|' caifiS^'ihc OT^'d^iarveft hcv 

believed to be thefeaft. iI^\with^S^.s ; Friends^ ^ 

had contendtrd, that the Icafpjty wcufld have be^iui and might;; 
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ft»ll be, obviated in a confiderable decree by peace, whereas 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had aflerted, that there 
could be no remedy by a peace with this countiy. 7 he 
ijucftion in confideratioft was not he obferved, how fir the 
fcarcitv would be reduced by 2 l peace with this country fimply, 
hut how far a peace witl| jGreat Biitain would influmcc the 
reft of Europe ? And it WaA in this view that the good eftctSls 
of peace ought to be calCM^lated. 

Afj* Cu*w£n vei V readfly and chcaifully aflented to the re- 
futation given by the Right Honourable Gentleman to tlic 
rumour of monopoly. 

Str Francis Bating fud, he remembered about thnty ^cals 
that corn wiis fold for thi^c-flnllings and fix pence a 
ftufhel, at which time conlidcrable quantities were exported 
lirom this countiy, but from that time to the picfcnt the im- 
provement of agricultaro had not kept pace with the con- 
lumption, therefore a ncCCidEit^ arofe foi a gradual iiid ad- 
ditional importation every yeah So long as theic w is peace 
our fupplics were conftant and fuffiCient , but the corn trade 
was of thit delicacy, that by touching one part of it the 
whole would flu ink, and confequenfly by flopping any fhip 
laden with gram to France, we finally muft fufler. If I ranee 
were in diflrtls, and we were defirous of obtaining com fiom 
a foieign market, he deiired to know whether our guineas 
would not go as fir or farther than hei paper ? He was fenfi- 
ble that the coin trad^^ ought to be free, but he feared that 
ky fending government agents upon that bufmefs, we had fo 
far affefted it, that we fliould not at prefent be able to inf pi re 
men with confidence to come forwird. He alfo doubted 
♦whctjicr a bounty would induce tlicm, fince corn was an 
fa liable to pcnfli, and fo fubjedl to political confidera- 
tiomis when th^ qucftioo came fully however before the 

S oped they would import enough to r£l5c\ c 
irft, coft v/hat it would 
^ the B^Lhequer confidcrcd that govern- 
y juftifiable and politic in preventing corn 
^ ports of I* ranee the t^Lneh, from the 
>r peceflity whicn exifted amongft them, 
buift ofle td more than the Englifh would 
giy^^hich foreigners fend fheii wheat to 1 ranee 

in prefereniJej |f thlfc were not deterred by our cruizcrs. 
Tl he law of sUud nations juftified the fcixure of thefe 
cargoes, ^ety mip jfaken gave the double advantage of 
fupplyin^||||lclves dit entemy. 


After 
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After a further conv«i»r3tion of a fcw;, minutes coiltinuance* 
Mr. Ryder moved the refolutions. / -.iv . 

Firft, For leave to brinjrJn a Bill fiji after the exifting laws, 
relative to the aflize of bread. 

Secondly, To prohibit the rainyfafture of ftarch, from 
•wheat or other articles of provifioni^ aiid to lower ihe duties 
upon the importation of ftarcb, and upon other articles made 
thereof, • ‘ 

Thirdly, For continuing an A£t pafled laft feflion of PjU’Iia- 
meiit, for prohibiting the diftill.ition nf fpirits from whea^ 
malt, and barley, and other articles of gr^iiU' 

Fourthly, To prevent the obftrudiion of the free paffage 
of grain within the kingdom. 

The refolutions were carried and ordered to be reporjtetf, 
and leave a(ked to fit again. , < /•f ^ 

The Houfe being refumed^ reported the refolii- 

tions, and moved that asSeleS be appointed to 

enquire into the caufes^ictf the ^i^^t high price of cprn, to 
collefl: evidence and report the fime. 

The following gentlemen were named of the Committee, 
Air, Ry ler^ the Chancellor ofjhe Exchequer^ Air* Pox^ Afr^ 
Hujfey^ Lord Sheffield^ Air. rkmety Mr, Buxton^ AI'^, Coke^ 
Sir John Rous^ Mr. CreWej Air* Hoheirt^ and ail tlic mem-« , 
bers to have voices that attend the fa!id Committee. 

A motion being made for leave to be ^ven to bring in the 
different Bills, Mr, Ryder^ the Cbanceiloi'^ of the JSxchequer^ 
the Attorney and Solicitor General^ were ordered to prepare and 
bring in the fame. ^ 

Mr. Hujfey moved tliat an inftru(5lion be given to thegeri* 
tleman of the Committee, to have povi^er to maike a cjaule fpt; 
prev^enting diftillation from potatoes. ' " / - 

Mr, Fox afked what obfiruftions the Bill Was intended-lo 
prevent in the free pafiage of grain, unlefs Viol^^gnd 
obflrudions were to be underftood. He 
Honourable Gentleman, that nothing 
render it fo beneficial and cheap as a free '^trcuj:aid6n ; ^ friee 
circulation tends to the general benefit, and the irb|^im€iits 
occafioned by the war, he fufpec^ed, formed no* final! part rf 
the complicated caufes which have contiftbuted to produce 
general fcarcity. He thought the esxlftfiig kwSKfulEcicnti 
but had no obje£lions to the Bill, if neceffary.' ‘ 

The Chancellor of ihe Exchequer faid* that the“ qii^^On to 
be confidered was. Whether t^:^Tpecii^ penalties Were fuf- 
ficient to prevciit violent and illegal obflniftions } aud which as 
V oXi. I, Bk they ‘ 
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hey bad not been gei^mlly underftood, this Bill was meant 
;o enforce. ' 

Afr* yWr/ri?/i1^eht^d, that at Oxford^ at the time when the 
fudge was coming into the town, there was a riot, in confe- 
^uenceof the interceptioii' of fomecorit jon the CanaK which 
runs from; Abingdon to Oxford. ‘ The people who inicTcepted 
it were liable tp adlions^ which were not entered againft them, 
Becaufe iofine doubts were entertained upon the right even of 
intjfeniaVtrahfportation. 

:■ motions were all carried 7 i/;« coj:^ 


% 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

' " J^^EDNilSDAY, 4. 

'Copies of the trcaitifilJ^lilij^ded Ipetween his Biitannic' 
IMajelty and the Fmiprefe;^^ SltiRa ; and that between his 
.A4ajdly and the Em peror;| 9 f|^ Germany, with the ratification 
of the treaty of commerce between Great Britain and the 
United States of America, were brought up by Lord Grcn- 
Vijle, anti ordered to lie on the Table. 

7'h» Earl ( 9 /* yl/^ 7 ;^i?/iaJro brought up copies of a Pro- 
clainaiion ifTued by his MajeftV, and piibliihcd in the Gazette 
of Saturday the juft of October, relative t</ the outrages 
commuted againft bis perftm on Thurfd.iy lafi, and of a Pro- 
clamation publiQied that day (November 4 ) relative to fc- 
dttious meetings, which were ordered to lie on the Tafek* 

- Lomi Grenville gave notice, that upon Friday next he 
ihould have the honour to llrbniit to the lioufe, a B31f for the 
bettei fecititvg, the Ltciy of his ivlajcity Perfon and Go- 
he therefore moved that the Proclamation^ juft 
^ on the Table be referred to the confiderations of their 
, and that their Lordftiips be fummoned. 



' in;- 


,{Flrft Lord of the Admiralty) fiid, that he 
in calling the attention of their 
^Trtf^nces of diftinguifhed condn 6 t and bravery 
bi^merd\of our national ftrength. The fignal and 


excellent officer I^ord Bridport and 

u.' J u: .1 _.!n. 


vibfc officer^ 


under his command, in the .vifiory 
h fleet on the 23 d of June laft,, be- 


M;yefty'$. ilcct and a fquadron of the 
hild irtfpirt ’ • 


i^fpird||>ut ono "Sentiment in the mind of all 
true Engliihman- , It 
^ jinot otify' covered the afins of this country with glory, 
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cefs of the campiiigii,^^fi<l ^yefy high degree m fecere 
the fafety and tranquillity , of the nistiop-i. .His LorcQiip faid, 
he had a juft fenfe of .the high diftin|^ian conferred on ah 
officer by fueh a vote, as- a vote of tlianks "by that Hotjfc-, 
but the vidtory of the a3d of Junje»^tfee;,:tjrkitig of. three jtliips . 
of the line, ,?nd the crjippjing' of the enbny's fi'::et, 

was .certainly a glorious atchievetnent ft»r this coiuirry. He 
need not enter into further dituffiof) to reco^nmend.tbe vote, 
he fhould propofe, and therrforr., ‘^wdth the moft^v.:Hect fuis- 
fa£l:ion, he would move their Lordftiips to ^give a public e;S- 
^>rcffion of the fenfe they entertained of the ^grilk^nt'ari4jj|^i^ / 
tinouifheJ conduct of our officcrs aiul fqamen ugfoii that 6c^ ' 
cal ion. He concluded with moving, fenatim c.t pparcUim life . 
thanks of the Houfc to Admiriil Lr rcl Hridporr, Sir Allao 
Gardner, Lord Hugh Scymfairj with the officers, &c. under 
their command,* as alfb the acknowledgment and approbation 
of the Houle to 4 :he reameniia4i4‘i<t»t'^;ir>cs, precKely in the 
lame terms as the in options m.ad^ by Mr. Dund..s to the fosoe 
purpofe in the Houfe of Commons on Monday laft, wl)ich 
wcie agrced.to Tie^n. dijf. and theTj^rd Chuiicellor ordered 10 
communicate the fame. * ■ - . 

Lord Ro 7 mey (aid, that befides the gratlfic.ition of thek 
feelings individuals in paying the tribute of applaufe which 
was due to thofe who had fignalizcd thcmfclves in the fcrvicis 
of their country, it was their duty to exprefs that public tef^ 
timony of'-approbation they were in ufe to beftow on the 
,clu<;fc of thirfe whofc aciions had merited fo h’gh an hiKiour^ ' 
T here was a man whofe high profealional character was^'Vi^eff 
known tb their Lordthips, and wdiod* whole litc had been one 
■contiiiued feries of ai^Hvc, brave, and nicritorious fervices, ihc 
perfon hq alludc.d^o was Admiral Cornwallis, whofe 
hayipLir, cfpccially upon the i5tb of June laif, in.engaging 
and beating :\ fuperior fqundroii of the French fleet, he c6^i- 
ccived entitled him to cveiy noffible cjcprieijho*'* 

Lordlhi.ps favour. His Lordfiiip 

nobie Lari, if he had any iutcntioirofdbing 

he had mentioned, the honour of movii^'t!>^^TO§, ctf the ' 

Houfe to hmi, tor an inftanc of biaveiy^ and r gQoll 'condu< 5 ^^ 

that bi?d excited il>e adnuratipn, and obtairied tnjtf ;^j(raif^ 

who had heard its rel.mon ; ; > / . • , FC 

Earl Spencer ucknowied^d’ that,,/Whea' he ' gave 
his inteniKiii^ to move the Thanks the H^ufe to ISpfd 
Bridport and the officers uiijlcr Ins c®fn'mani^ it notia 

contempUtion to m^ke a ti’p^Uar hiption With to Ad- 

niirai Cornvvailii. This,w..li^iaidJ^d not any 

^ K"2 ' i ■ doubt: 
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doubt as to the charaSer of the officer aliucit-d to, or frojn 
•fioy backwardnefs to ack.’owledgc his merit, for it would ill 
Wcome himnot tp exprefshis icj.feof defcrt wheiever it was 
^nfpicuous. His foie reafon w^s, that ho undentood it was 
lUot ufual to move the Thanks of th^ Houfe to any officer, 
fan account of an action which did not terminate in a brilliant 
victory, and therefore, as the conduct of Admiral Cornwallis, 
merttorious us it w'a'^, did not come imiier tha: d'.itin^^iifhea 
kind which v/un atttnded w”’th fucceis, or whicii couiJ be 
publicly rccognifed in coniiitcncy with fpriii. He had 
ind*^ed t ie l^h.ink‘ to him. At the fame ■ time, he 
Jlbt moved the Thanks of the Houfe to him for that 
reafon only, he ihou<j;ht it i.Lctirnv to fay, he liad no 
objections that the Thanks of the Houfe, rccoinm. nded as 
tht7 had been by the nolile Lord, fhould be icturned to Vice 
Admiral Cornwaili^, v hofe fntc fs in fighting, a fuperior 
fleet, with only a final! fqtiadron, mi be ranked with any 
, of the moft nri liant vi lo ies. He W' uld ihcidore t.u c up 
the idea fuggeli d by tiie r.oble Lord, and pn^pol', that the 
T haiiks of t Houfe fbouM he pven to Admiral Ct rii- 
walli> loj nis diftin.' uiflieo anility m jne condudt ot the fqua- 
dron under his commanJ, and his determined bravery in an 
adion with a fuperior fleet of the enemy upon the 15th of 
June lafl,” which w’as avredto wfw. and likewiie that 
the Houfe do acknowled^je and approve of the behaviour oi the 
officers, feamen, and marine^ under his command upon ihac 
accafon ; and the Lord Ch; nctllor was oidered to comm uni* 
cate the Thanks of the HouL* to Admiral Cornwallis.''' 

On a motion it was ordered, that no Private re- 

ceived after Tuefday, March ad. — Adjoumed. 
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were brought up from the Officers of the 
lirpon the l able. 

r. That there be laid before the Houfe 

.'i^moujit of Exchequer Bills fur the year 

, The Mr. Ryder moved, ‘‘ T hat the Houfe do 

ivon Tuefday niJkt rofolve itlelf *fnto a Committee of the whole 
to cQh^^iilltrther of the high price of corn/' 

, %ord Jbt^^bferved a great flownefs in bringing 

r appirehend^d that4the noble Lord miftook the 
mdlioil. > that was meant by it was 

to 
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to keep alive a Coinmittee of the whole Houfe. It was a 
matter of form rather than any thing el fe. Ii had no reference 
at all to the inquiry into tbQ.cawfcs ttie high price of 
graint. 

Lord Bh'ffeld thought that. lhp Corhinittpe for the inquiry . 
into tne liigij pric^^j^' Cnnr oa|;hsil to proceed*the next day. 

Tiu* Sptxih^ obfe» ved, that :ihe lyotiorr bcfoie the Houfe 
had no reference whatever to the Select Committee appointed 
fo inquire into the jlngh price of grain. 

Mr. Hitjjiiy gavfe notice, th it he meant at a future cimo.to 
move for a bounty on the importation of foreign corn. 
had not made up his mind, whether he -fnould do it in jthe 
Committee which was mentioned in the prefent motion, of, 
in a Commit;ee of Supply. 

The Sieakcr infor,r.ed the H^mcurable Gentleman, that 
fuch a moLiun could only be made in a Committee of the 
whole Houf^ 4 , 

1 he motion for a Committee of the whole Houfe on 
Tuefday next, to coufider further on the cauie of the higli 
price or corn, was then put and carried. 


STATE PAP liRS, 

Mr, Secretary i>undai brought up Copies of the Treaties 
of Defenlive Adiance between nis Majeliy and the Emprefs 
of R'liiia 9 of ttie Treaty of Defenlive Alliance with the ■ 
Emperbr of Germany 5 and of the Ratification of the Tr@a^ 
between his Majeliy and the Umied States of AmericaiM . 
Qfdciicd to be laid on tne I'^ble. > ^ . 



CQMJ^HTTEE OF SUPPLY AND NAVY. 

^Qrd Arden moved the, Order of tiie D^y for the Houfe to 
|*erolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houle, to con- 
fider furt! er of a fujjply to be gr^inced to liis Majelty. 

The tJ our naving gone into a Coni0i^ 

Lotd Arden moved, I hat it is ihe-il^ 
miltce, hat one hundred and ten thoufafiS 
ployed f or the I'ca lervicc of the year i 5 ^ 96 ^^|)hth 
thoufand marines.’' C / V . > jf 

Mr, M, Rchinfon oblerved, that vvith 
Indies there nad been, as he was crediibiy**, itafi»rmedj,d^i;V 
niortality among the foldiers^ One ca^ie b^^.wh.dij^i 


^ derftood to be, the manner in w’hich xjti^yl^erc tra 
thither, 'fhey we^ readereJ extremely mode bfj'f 

fheir ftowhge, and'theiC^^f vi^ay in vi^nich "fey wiife cob:4''' 
veyedto the iiunds', an£l||r^lii0tb«^y di^jiifgifca£number$^;| 
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^oiiiiderabLe inconvenience would anf^from this, if it be true, 
if tlicre waL' no giound for what he meKtlooeit^ ht fliould be 
contrudicb J. He wiihcd tcrbe informed. 


Jhr. Secretary Dundas faid, if the Honoufib-c Gentleifiart 
wlflied to be inrotmid^ be knew the r^ was no difficulty in 
obtaining inforivaliorL, without having . jrecourfe to any in- 
finuatjon which tended' to havfe a bad tfFed on the public 
mind. He did not mcafi to fay any things againll the quarter 
from which the Honourable Gentlen^an received his inlorin- 


ation 5 but certainly there wa's not the fmaHcft degree of truth 
in it. He had a letter from the Commander in Chief in th^ 
Weft Indies, and although be had it t*ot with him at that mo-^ 
m^liChe would venture to quou* a p^lLgc of it from memory i 
h^Mieved ij] tht very woids ; 1 umlt do the juftice to fay, 

that miihcr trcjuble nor ex^ erne have been fiar,-d for the ac** 
cornmod-ition of the ioJd^eis in healtl^ or in ficknefs.'' With 


rcrpe( 3 t to the manner ni which ihiy were carried on boaid, 
he could affirm, ih.*t more had been allotted to each 

ier than evei h<id been btforc allowed, . nd thtir accoinmcj- 
Nation was aniple tor every puipofe whatever. He would 
again aflurv tiiclioufe that the imurmation of the Honourable 
Cientkman, w iicievcr he had it, was c'onipktcly erronv ou*^. 

' Jld!r. M, liGhinfon i'aid^ he would date to aii'ert, that the 
Right Honourable Gentleman alledg^ onlv wl\at he l.^ievcd 
upon tbi'^ fubjeci. With regard to ir.foimation, he fhould 
never apply to a minlfter. Whenever h<* wai|ied aiiy thing 
of /that kind, he would ftarc it in the thuic of Commons, 


fot that' was the or.ly regular w^ay uponfuch fubjeifs. 
Whhftanding what the Right Honourable Gentleman b^:f4Fld9 
ke never thelefs believed there wasfomc ground for what fib' at 
Bfft fiated. if fo, there was much caufe loi cenlure. If, from 

■ of faving expence, the fol^Hers had been i it: properly, 
it was very much to be blamed ; for there was no 
1 fo wretched as that which tended to facriiice the lives 

and carried. 

*• 'Fhat it is the opinion of this 
per man per month be allowed 
ferthc lea fervice, &c. — Faffed.’ 
iS^epdft^ was ordeied to be received 

to go.’iintP/E C^ommittec for further Supply on 

K in a bill to iirohibit the exportation. 


iMaght in a bill to Jirohibit the exportation, 
^ hpportatioNi pf\ <|5rn and other provilion, 
’ ‘ without 
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without payment of 'duty, &c —Read a firft time, arid order- 
ed to be read a fecond tiri\et)n Friday next. 

Mr. Secretary Dun ^as brouj^ht tip copies of two Procla- 
mations. The one of the 31ft of O^^iober, and the other 
,of the 4th of November, 1795.— Oidurcd to be taken into 
conficlcratioii on Tiiefd <v next* » 

A/r. Alderman Curits alluded to the lof> which we had fuf- 
taineii by the capture of part of the Mtsditeirancaii fleet, 3 
lofs which, he faid, nothing couH have prevented. Our lofs 
in the article of filk was very confiUerahle, and therefore Ik? 
hoped there would be permitEon to inipoit filk of a certain 
lore from any country in amity with his Majefty. 

'J'lie Chamellor of the Exchequer faw no objedion to this* 
Adjourned to FiiJay« 

HOUSE OF LORDS* 

Friday, November 6. 

Lord Grenville moved the Order of the D y, that hit 
Rlajefty's Proclamations fhould he read, and the fame haying 
been lead, his Lordfliip faid thof* ProcLimations, and the 
f.ufts thc*v ftated, wcie to be confidcred as the ground-worfc 
of the Bill which he propofed thit day to fubtiiit to the coiv^ 
{idcr«itidn or their Lordfliips ; but he faw no occafion to enter 
into the detail of the meafuie, or to argue upon the icveral 
charges and provifions of the Sill, it was he faid, notorious 
that the evil the bill aimed to correft, had got to fuch an 
height and extent, that not only feditious papers were printed 
and difFufed, but meetings wcic puhlickly advertifed and 
held, at whicn difeourfes were delivered of a feJititms nature 
calculitcd to miflead the minds, con ound the judgment, 
and irifl.»me the palEons of the multitude irdurtriouflyr sjed- 
le£tcd to hear them. To that, clearly and to 

be aferibei the Outrage that had latelj, but too much 
Lordfhips knowledge taken place. It wtis no loiiger the 
prc'cnce of feme imaginary grievance,, no long<^r the 
pretext of a wi/b for a parliamentary reform, that could be ^ 
up as the motive for fuch meetings and fuch condu£)r« iTh^ 
thin veil had been lately toi^i away, and in the face of hre^ 
day an attempt had been made diredly on the perfim of the. 
Sovereign. The late violent attack upon the perfon of his 
Majcfly, every man muft agree demandod fotne efFeiSlive 
mcalures for the preventito of a return of flmihir abufes, , 
that attack he fufpefted to have been ir^ade in confequcnce of 
the licentious proceedings which had of hue been (ufle^ed to 
^ take 
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take pjare near the .metropolis withoai “any notice or reftic- 
flon. Indeed,, the treafonable and feditious fpeecbes and! 
writings, whith had cif late Been fp aflSduoufljr difleminatcd at 
public meetings, together widi the number of libels oth^rr- 
wife circulated, were To gen^fial and fo p6tor?ous^ that they 
moft particularly called for^the interference of Parliament. 
As one of the King’s fervants, indeed he, might fay as a mem- 
ber of that Houfe, he fWt it an indifpenlable duty to en- 
deavour to check th^Sir flagitious tervdency. Convinced as he 
was that the poi(<)n that had been fo artfiilfy prepared, and fo 
jodufl^rioufly prefcnted to the minds of the weak apd unin- 
fpm^d, he had p:iidl confiderable attenrion to the moft effcc- 
ttiat;and moft advifoable means of applying a remedy, and his 
as tlicir Jvordfliips might eafily imagine, had l^ii 
to turn to the law of the country and the hiftory of Parliament, 
j»nd fee what prrcv^dents were to be found fit for the occafion, and 
' Bow our anceftor^had conducted themfelves under fimilar cir- 
i^iimftances. Upon reference to former periods of the hiftory of 
this country, he had found precedents which fiiewed what 
" meafiircs our nneeftorshad thought proper to purfUe in fimilar 
Ctuations with the prefent. The Bill he fiiould have thd 
honour to fubmit lo their Lordihips that day was fbunded on 
thofe piTcedcntK, and vvas in a gr.eat meafure copied from the 
AS in the^ reign of Qtjeen Elizabeth, and the Adi of Charles 
the Second, pafled ibon after the commencement’ of his 


rrign j adts pailjd in approved times, and, applied to circum- 
„ ftaacc& by no means diilirniiar from thofe of the prefent. 

,2n tSie prcfciit Bill there would he found nd^ dthef 
""variations 'tom the Adi, but fuch as the fituatipn of affeirs 
in^.thc exifting cireumflan''cs of the times rendered in dif- 
■ ntvJu.ry, The accomodating new lav\s fo the 

fiiviaL on of affairs and the general circumflancefe of 
\v^w!|J|hat every legiilator and ftateftnjin deemed 
bad been adopted by the ableft men 
country, and he thought it 
fo 'tW degyee negligent and criminal, it his 

fervauts did nor on fo trying an orcafion 
example. His Lorcilhip defcanted oil 
had been committed on the perfoa 
So^cTcig^i a !lid through him on the conftitution of the 
%nd while hfeiflncecely lamented the neceflity of pro- 
ally appear in the fmclleft degree 

i^arih ifeyelb be appealed to their Lordihips, whether that 
«<w%i8 obvious ; at the fanic time he trufled when 
'Ibe W lure to be cleat ly underftood and fully diicufled. 
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he fliould be able to prove to the fatisfadion of every one 
their Lordfliips, that the Bill he Ihould have the honour to 
prefent did not by any means exceed the occafion, or prefs 
iwinecefllirily on the conftitutional liberty of the fubjeft. 
His Lordfliip concluded with offering to the Houfe a Bill 
entitled, ‘‘ An A& for the Safety and Prefervation of bis 
Majefty’s Peifon and Government againft treafonable and 
feditious Pradticcs and Attempts/’ And moving that it be 
read at length.— Fhe Bill was read at length. 

Lord Grenville then moved, that a proper number of copies 
be printed for the ufe of the Houfe, and that it be read a 
fecond time on Tuefday next, and the Lords be fummoned. 

The Earl of Lauderdale f^id, he was well aware it was not 
ufual to enter into the difeuflion of a Bill df fo much importance 
at the firft reading, nor did he mean to incur the danger 
that might refult from his attempting it on the fudden, and 
before he had been able to turn it in his mind and examine it 
with due care and attention. He could not however help riling 
to exprefs his furprize at the Proclamation of h s M'ajefty in 
Council, and on the fa<Sts it ftated. The moment he had 
beard of it his furprife commenced, !)ut if he was furprifed 
at that meafure, how much more muft he have been fur- 
prifed at what he had heard, however curforily, that day; 
and to find that a Bill of fo extraordinary a nature was 
founded upon a Proclamation, iiTued apparently for the pur- 
pofe, and ilating fadls unauthorifed and unfupported in any 
manner whatever. When he had left the Houle the other 
night,, he had left it in fome degree comforted and at eafe, 
from having as he thought heard that there was an end to all 
dread and apprehenfion of diffoyalty, difaffe;^ion, fedition, or 
treafon. He had gone home convinced from what had pafled 
then, that every idea of difquiet, alarm, or danger, had been 
completely lulled by the declaration they had heard fron.lfee 
higheft authority, and which tended to convince their Lord&l|| f 
and the country that one of the great objpdlsof the war 
completely fulfilled, and that all the drcaJ and alarm W'hich had 
any where exifted, was quieted by the falutary eftefts of the 
Proclamation in 1792, and the fubfequent mcafures which 
miniffers had adopted. Let their Lordfhips then guefs what' 
his furprife muft have been at reading the Proclamation of 
Wednefday, and how much that furprize muft have been 
increaied at hearing the Bill that had juft been read. From 
the whole tehour and principle of liiat Bill, he muft contend 
that it was a dired contradiAion to all they had heard Irom 

VoL. L S the ^ 
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the high authority to which he had juft ajluded. It appeared that 
it would be abfurd and prepofterous to fuppofe that the former 
meafures of government have had the defired effefl:, or that 
they had fucceeded in obtaining one of the greateft objects 
of the war. After all they had Jone, they found themfelves 
obliged to come forward with a meafure ten times ftronger 
and more dangerous to the liberties of the country than they 
had dared to do, even at the moment of their greateft and molt 
avowed alarm. By the conftruition of the Bill, a variety of 
new crimes and new treafons were introduced into the cri- 
minal law of the country, and by new framing the words and 
phrgfcs to deferibe thofe crimes, the Bill, upon the very firft 
bluQi of it, held out a total alteration of the exifting laws re- 
fpe£ling treafon, and*a mofl dangerous innovation upon the 
conftitiition. He little expefted after what had paffed fo re- 
cently, that miniftcTS were about to take fo ftroiig a meafurc,- 
cfpcciiilly on fjch loofe and vague grounds as a pretended 
notoriety, without the leaft evidence to induce their 
Lordlhips to helieve, much lefs to be convinced that there 
was the I'malleft connedlion between the perfons aflembled in 
the fields near Iflington, and thole who had been guilty of the 
flagitious acSs committed upon the perfon of their Sovereign^ 
in his way to his Parliiiment ; a£ls which every one of their 
Lordfhips equally lamented. Upon thole flagitious a6ls the 
Houfe had done exadtly what became them on the occafion ; 
they had previoufly to entering upon any other bufinefs pro- 
ceeded to enquire into the nature and extent of the mifehief, 
?,nd had voted an Addrefs cxpreliive of their loyalty and affec- 
tion to his Majefty, and their anxiety for the fafety of his 
perfon. But was a Proclamation of his Majefty in Council, 
be would alk a fit ground for an Act of Parliament, v/hich was 
fo diredland cffedtual an attack on the priv.il;:gcs of Engiifti- 
that had not the outrage in Weftminfter happened, 
;^<!»^tfters,, he venture to fay, would nor have dared to 

brod|^ ? After fuch a Bill pafled, if it fiiould 

become a law, where, he would alk, w-as the boafted con- 
ftitutioii of the country? I'hc liberties of Britilh fubje.^is 
* were annihilated, and what would foreigners think or fay 
when tliey came to hear of it, would not they naturally be 
led to ridicule our prctenfions to frevdom, and laugh at us 
tor fo idly boufting of a conftitution which could be fo vio- 
lently inv-tded, whenever minifters taking advantage of an 
accidcrual circumftance were wicked enough to attempt it. 
He owned his furpnfc was’ not a little incrcafed on hearing 
the Rob)e Secrciary of State boait of having followed the 

^ wiidom 
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iviTdom and prudence of our ancefiors, when he told them in 
the fame breath, that he had thought proper to refort to 
fuch times as the reign of Queen Elizabeth and Charles II. fo 
long after the Revolution,' which reftored Englifhmen to the 
pofleffion of their privileges, and put the conftirution oln its 
true grounds. He owned he could not fupprefs his aftonifh- 
ment that minifters fliould prefer precedents drawn from 
times infinitely more queftionable than any that had paffed 
.fince that glorious event. He believed no man, for inftance, 
who knew any thing of the hifto^y of his country would feledt 
the reign of Charles the Second, as a reign peculiarly friendly 
and favourable to the liberty of the fubjeit. But what was 
the Bill ? a Bill conftituting a variety of new treafons, and 
in every line of it trampling upon, or circumferibing the pri- 
vileges of Engliflimen. He repeated it, that it was moft 
extraordinary that fo flrong a meafure Ihould be propofed by 
i:he noble Lord, and offered to that Houfe, without fome evi- 
,dence being .produced that it was necefiary ; however, there 
was no evidence of any fort brought to piove tha^there was 
the lend; fliadow of ground to believe that the calamities 
ftated, and the treafon or fedition .complained of, did aftually 
cxift, nor could tSe noble Loi:d prove that there was any 
thmg like a fpirit of di/loyalty prevalent in the country at 
this time. In this view he thought the words of the Pro- 
clamation were wide enough -in their extent^ and .built the 
whole of its Arength and argument upon the notoriety of 
the events which itftated to have taken place. Not content, 
however, with that, it went farther, by ftating future in- 
tention, without any thing like a or proof that could 
warrant fuch an ariticipatioii of criminality. The Bill itfelf, 
as far as he could judge from only once hearing it read, fpoke 
in language too plain to he mifunderftood, and led hitn to 
pronounce, that from the moment it palled into law e<wy 
liberty and privilege of the fubjeft was ^done , away. A^ifiier 
the Bill palled, if the legifiature fhould give it their farifiic^, 
no public meeting for any public purpole could hk held, how- 
ever legal, neccllary, or ufeful fuch meetings might be, un^er 
the prefent laws. No meeting could be held for confideriug 
grievances of any fort, however oppreffive they might b© 
upon the people, with a vicyr to petition Parliament for the 
repeal of any law which they felt or confidered as a grievance. 
Id IS Lordfliip wifhed them to afle themfclves if that liberty 
would remain after pafling fuch a Bill? He obferved there was 
a claufe in it, referving their rights and liberties to members 
of either Houfe of Parliament, that very refcrvacion he faid, 

S 2 convinced 
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convinced hirn of the extent to which they meant to carry the 
Jaw, by taking from all others that right and liberty which 
they now poffefs, and confining it to members of Parlia- 
ment only. I'he exception itfcif proved the opprcfiive and 
arbitrary operation of the law on every defiription of the 
King's fubjefis ; but members of Parliament. Having thus 
learned the wide extent to which they meant to carry this 
ftrong meafure, who was there who bad ever been accuftomed 
to admire and extol the Britifh conftitulion, that could pro- 
nounce there now remained any thing enviable in the fitu- 
atibn of thofe who live under it. In the old conltitution of 
France there was nothing worfe, nothing more defpotic nor 
^ more inconfiftent with the freedom of Englishmen there, 

. than this Bill went to create. It was the introdiKSh'on of the 
fyftem of terror into this country, and God knew, tiiey had 
all feen what confequcnces had refultcd in another country 
from the adoption of that fyftem, and well knew how much 
its introdublion here was to be dreaded. The appeared 
to him to be that minifters having involved the country in a 
ruinous and deftrudtive war, now find that they muft have 
recourfe to extraordinary and unheard of meafurcs as the 
only means to continue their mad and dart^erous project; a war 
entered into againft the fenfe of the people, and carried on 
at an expence fo enormous, that it was with much difficulty 
indeed , that the poor could bear the prtllure of grievances 
which it had already occafioned. In the midft ot all their 
. hardfiiips, and with the miferable pittance which the public 
. extravagance of the noble Lord and his colleagues had left 
them, becomes forward with a bill at once to deprive them 
, of the only comfort that fupported them under all their diffi- 
♦ cutties, their honed piidc in feeling that they were fuperior 
to the poor of other countries, on account of their perfonal 
fr^om ; he extinguifhes that fource of fohicc andfupjTort; 

If ;^a taken:,|rom them the power of n)eeting to difeufs the 
/ ipfevanecs Ivhich they had heaped upon them, and of every 
degree bffiberty which they at prefent enjoy. 

Another alarming circumdance in this bill was, that it 
. was not brought in to check any fpccific or immediate dan- 
ger, and was to continue during the life of the King, and even 
a feifion afterwards, which, in the mind of every thinking 
man, muft make the whole meafure ftill more objcaionable 
than even the wording of the Bill itfelf. Another queftion 
naturally arofe, Are his Majefty's Minifters, who have in- 
,^Yolvcd this country in a moit expenfive war, and almoft 
ruined it by their extravagance j who have recently drained 

the 
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the law of treafons to obtain a favourite objeft, but, happily 
for the country, ftrained it in vain ; are they whom you arc 
to truft with this extraordinary acquifition of executive 
power? He daily heard, with horror and furprife, of the 
extraordinary tranfactions that occurred, and the ft rides to- 
wards defpotirm that were perpetually taken. As a proof of 
this, it was, he faid, only the other day, chat he read in the 
public papers an account that a cook maid was brought up to 
a public office ; and, being furprifed at being fent for, afked 
upon what account (he had been called upon ro attend there? 
when ftie was told, that an anonymous letter had been fent to 
the Private Secretary of a Secretary of State, accufing her 
mafier of treafonable words and intentions, and deferibing her 
to be proper ^nd competent to give fuch evidence as would 
bring him to punifhment. She replied, that the whole muft 
be falfe, and exprefled the greateft aftoniftiment that her 
inafter ihould be deferibed as a difloyal fubje£f, when (lie had 
evejy reafon to think that he was a man of an oppofite de- 
‘ feription. Being difmifled of courfc, all that came from the 
Bench was, that as the charge being groundlefs, it* was a pity 
that the author of the letter could not be brought to puiiifli- 
ment— a curious fatisfa£tion for endeavouring to deprive a 
man of his cha rafter, upon a charge, the very liifpicion of his 
being guilty of which, muft bring on him the deteftation of 
every one, and endanger every thing he valued in his profef- 
lion and fituation of life, as it left his charafter liable to 
imputation for the rcqiainder of his days. His Lordflaip 
reprobated this proceeding, as moft fcandalous and tyrannical. 
He likewife mentioned the cafe of another man, who had been 
apprehended; but, on enquiry, no proof of criminality could 
be brought forward againft him ; he therefore dcfired to be 
admitted to bail ; when the anfwer given him by the magif- 
trate was, that he could not admit him to bail, as he had re- 
ceived no inftruftions from Minifters to ad^ic him to 
His Lordihip reprobateu, in moft indigiiant^tt^]t^s,fuch W l|i* 
terfcrence of Minifters with the cxecutioA’'6f|K^ laws. ^ 'TO- 
nifters, he faid, might or might not give filch inftruftions to 
their magifirates, but the law of the land ought to inftruft 
them very differently, and point out to them the enormity of 
fuch conduft. The dangers and alarms which minifters had 
created all along, he aferibed to their own, private ends or 
views, and declared he did not ccuifider them as arifing out 
of any cirgumftances that could l)ear them out in the fyftem 
they had piirfued ; under that idea, and from a view or their 
condu6t, the Earl of Lauderdale faid, he thought danger 

to 
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to the country would be increafed by putting any additional 
' power into their hands. The prcfent Bill, in its principle and 
proviflons, and, in ftiort, in every view that could be taken of 
it, went to a total deftruilion of Britifli liberty, and when 
it came to be compared iti its future ftages, as it would be, 
with thofe old laws of times that had been held up as pre- 
cedents, he was fure it would gain nothing by that compari- 
fon. After farther pointed declamation, his Lordfhip con- 
cluded by pronouncing the Bill one of the fevereft and nioft 
dangerous Bills againft the rights, privileges, and libtrties of 
the people that had ever been introduced. 

Lsrd Grenville faid, it would have been as well, if the noble 
Earl had waited till he had fulfilled his promife, before he had 
undertaken to defiver his opinion, lb decidedly againft the bill. 
Had he carefully read and examined it,,fure he was, he could 
not have felt himfelf warranted to condemn it in fo ujirc- 
ferved a manner. Indeed had the noble Earl taken the trouble 
to compare the .contents of the bill now propofed, wi^h the^ 
former laws upon the fubjeiSI, he would have fpared fome of 
his obfervations, becaufe he would have feen they were un- 
founded. He would, however, be vejy fhort, as he lliould 
have abundant opportunity of difculfing the fubjeft. I’he no- 
ble Earl charged Minifters with ha ing been guilty of a lin- 
gular contradidlion. In doing fo, he apprehended the no- 
ble Earl referred to the argument of the noble Lord from the 
Woolfack, and feemed to contend that it was there after ted, 
that all difeontent and defigii againft the Government of this 
country was done away ; that all feditious pradices were at 
end. This was not the meaning of his noble friend on |he 
Woolfack. In anfwer to the hacknied charge, that die war was 
unnecefi'ary, the noble and learned Lord had faid, that, by, the 
firmners of Parliament, in oppofing principles which had been 
fuppprted by the arms of France, and whicli had been induf- 
tr^^y propa^led in this country, we were yet able to de- 
a BrU!®|lfoufe of Lord?, and ftill pofl'efled the power 
^jf^^fguing' file advantages of the Britifli conftiturion. 

either was it true, that Minifters had at any period aft'erted, 
there was a general fpirit of difloyalty, or difaffeflion, in the 
people of this country. To whom did the noble Earl impute 
that allertion Who had he heapd make ufe of it ? — When 
did be hear it ? So far was he from thinking there was any 
foundation for accuftng the mafs of the people gf this coun- 
try of difaffedtion to the Government, or difloyalty to the 
bovereign^ that be gloried in faying there was a genera), 
ho might almoft fay, an univcrfal, fpirit of loyalty in the coun- 
try. 
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try. That there were fame men, a few of them men of in- 
formation and talents, who were delirous of working on the 
minds of others he never had afFedted to difown j and furry, 
indeed (incerely forry he wa-, they had fo far prevailed, as to 
make fomc converts among the thoughtlcfs and the ig-norant. 
There was in the country enough of feditioii, enough of trea- 
fon, to call for the caution of Government : enough were in- 
fected with falfe and dclufive notions concerning our Confti- 
tution, and even with the fpirit of treafon, to make it highly 
ncccflary for Parliament to interfere. 'I'hey (hould not there- 
fore flirink from the danger, but come boldly forward, and 
join in defending the rights, the liberties, the law, and the 
conftitution of their country. 

* 'Fhe noble Earl had fcrupled not once more to introduce 
the old ftory, and to affert, that Minifters had unneceffarily 
involved the country in a war, and are now driven to this ex- 
pedient for carrying it on. Again and again had the noble 
£arl made charges of this kind agairiH: his Majefty's Minif- 
ters ; again and again had ftich charges been contfadiCfed ; 
and, as often as the charge fliould be made, fo often fhould he 
contend, that his Majefty^s Miilift^srs had not brought on this 
war, and give adireci denial to an aflertion^wholly unfounded. 
Their Lordfhips had repeatedly difeufled that fubjeCl, and they 
had repeatedly decided upon it. By their votes, they had 
already declared, that his Majefty’s Minifters did not involve 
this country in the war, and certainly they did not. The 
French involved us in the war, by the moft unprovoked ag- 
greflions ; and it had been a conteft among their leaders, at 
different times, who was entitled to the merit, as they deenjed 
It, of having done fo. With regard to tha conduct of the 
war, Minifters had conduced it according to the hc^ft of their 
judgment; and he reflected with pleafure on the fituaiion iii 
which we at prefent flood, when compared with" what threat- 
ened this country at the commcncemcnc ffvhofliluics. Let 
their Lordfhips difpaflionatcly compare mt^tion ai it 
flands, with what it might have been if they had fuffered the 
Conltituti on to be fubveited by thole malignant men who- 
had that purpofe in view. He allured the noble Earl, that he 
was perfectly ready to debate the queftion with him whea- 
ever he chofe to bring it forward, and he might be aflufed, he 
would never Ihrink from the afl'ertion, that Minifters had not 
involved their country in the war. 

When the piwilions of the Bill came to be argued, he 
(hoiild maintain the ncceflity of the rncafure. He would 
prove, to the iatisfaCtion of their Loidlbips, that it did )>ot 

iiicrcafe 
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increafe the number of treafons, as the nob^e Earl had aflert- 
' ed, that it declared nothing to be treafon that was not fo al- 
ready ; that it created no new|crimes, nor did it in the fmallefi: 
decree interfere with the right of the people to meet in legal 
, and peaceable aflemblies. Lord Lauderdale called out, heai' / 
he^r ! He repeated it, in legal and peaceable allcn^blics ; and 
that the law which waspropofed to be enabled by this Bill, 
had for many yeais been the law of this country. He did 
not know there was any other point in the fj^cch of the noble 
Earl which required to be anl-vered. Whenever he ftated his 
obje^aions to the Bill, he Ihould meet thofe objeflions, and 
would not fail to anfwer them. But he muft be allowed to 
add, he was confident, that fo far was this Bill from being an 
offence to the people of this country, that it was a meafure to 
be defired by them for their prnteflion. None could be made 
to fulFer by it except thofe who knew their conduit and in- 
tentions were W’icked, and fuch, every man W'ould agree, 
ought to be punlfhcd. Jt was only a Bill to prevent treafonj 
Lord Grenville concluded with moving that the Bill be 
printed. 

The Duke of Bedford faid, he did not rife to objei^ to the 
motion for printing the Bill, nor did he mean in the prefenr 
ftape of the bufinefs, to enter into the full difeuffion of tlw 
fubjeiSl, but he thought it by far tooftrong a meafure, and faw 
already, that he could not lupport the Bill. Hd w^as couvinced 
that while it was yet in their power to alTemble, the people of 
the country would meet, and difplay a fenfe of this attack 
upon their abilide?, fo marked and decifive, as w'ould induce 
their Lordfhips to abandon the defign of carrying forward the 
Bill. At prefent he fhouid conrent himlHf w’ith objcdling to 
the principle of it- 

'J he Earl of Radnor faid, he did not mean to object to the 
prppofirion, iipr would he at prefent pledge himfelf to fupport 
he fa y from what he had heard, he faw no rca- 

foiftn cofiiiplam'^Lthe Bill. Kc refe to fay a word or two, 
on a point that he had often thought of, and confidcred with a 
view to bin felf. He w'as not fure, that in the remarks he had 
to offer, be might not tread on dilicate ground, and not plcafe 
jior afford fat.sfadtion to any noble l..ord prefent; what he 
wifhed, was ferioufly to recommend to the attention of 
Vcrnnient the ftature of Edward 111. which was the founda- 
tion of the Laws j[;f IVcafui in this country, and upon which 
the peifous airaigmd for Hi-h 'Ireafon laft winter had been 
tried,, ; Doubts badanfenin the interpretation of it, as if it 
g 9 ^V#^e«K;ouragcDicnt to what was known by the name of Con- 
0'' ' ftructive 
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llruftivc Trcafon. Whereas it was, in his view of it, paffed 
purpofely, to prevent the fubje^ from being l)r6ught to trial 
for Conftruilive 'IVDaton. {f the Houfe wouiJ allow him 
for a moment to ftate himfelf to be an honeft juryman, he 
muft fay, that notwithftanding, that Judge Eyre in his charge 
to the Grand Jury told them, that if it were proved and 
brought home to the prifoners, that they had confpired to 
compafs the <ha:h of his M. jelly, they mull Snd t^ie Bill a 
true Bill, and that they muft ulismilely be convicted, he 
flioulJ have held himfelf confeienf ion fly bound icquic them. 
The prifjiKTS had been acquitted, bccauf aN he imagined the 
Jury thought the fafts charged againit them had not bcem 
proved or liroughf home to them, yet he meant ,to Hate, that 
even in the cafe of ihe charge having b-.*cn ^loved upoii th: m, 
had he been a Juryman, he (hould have acquitted e/ery one of 
the p* rf )ns arraigaeJ, as they had been tried for Coiiftru£live 
T’rcafyn, whicu the Itatute of Edward III. he conceived, was 
.expreisly defigned to prevent. His L.)rdthip fai ^ he might 
poiiibly be thought an odd man, but Co far from being afraid 
to conilitute new Treafons, he rather wilhed to do fo thaa 
not. If it were thought that certain offences not in rhe pur- 
view of the acl, 25 Edward III. ought to be conlidered and 
punilhcd as High Treafon, why not make them High 
Treafon at once, and enact that th y were lb. By fo doingi 
jnen would be taught to take war.. mg, to underitand what 
crimes they were committing, and wlut punilhmen: thqy 
were incurring, and to know the extent ot their danger; 
they would coufequontly feel the ntceflity in point of pru- 
dence, of conducting themfelvcs acc< rdin^Jy. The Earl 
obferved, that the Judges were diredeJ il they found any 
doubt in a calc tried under the ffatute of rreafons” to apply 
to Parliament for advice and afliirancc, but that pra^dicc their 
Lordfliips knew was grown into dilufe, and therefore it was 
the more neceflary to make the Law ol Tre^pns as definitei 
as fimple, and as cafy^ to be compiehended as poffible. Hav- 
ing treated thele topicks coi.ftitutionally, bis' Lordffiip iac 
down. 

Eiv I Hef^Dun fiid, he did not rife with any intention to 
debate the Bill in that ilage of it, but to caution i obl«' Lords 
agaiiiil u/ing warm and llrong ianguagls upon a fubjeA io 
portant, that it ought to be debated and difculfed with 
Icroufnefs, with great temper, with found difcretion and 
fober judgment. He believed that the language ufed by A 
noble Lord (Laudetdaie), was not meant to excite or diftuie 
any dangerous alarmS} but arofe merely from a natural warmth. 
VoL. L T d 
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of temper. Sifch expreffions, however, he thought (hould be 
avoided, or at leaft he wifhed they might not be indulged 
in. 

Lord Lauderdale faici, it was neceflary for him to fay a 
word or two in replv ; he wifted not the noble Lord who liad 
juil fat down, hut the Houfe, and even the public, feould be 
undeceived with regard to the confirudtion put upon the lan- 
guage he employed. He certainly deprecated the idea of ex- 
citing any ferment in the minds of the people, but he con- 
lideredthc expreflion alluded to, as the feebleft which his mod 
fober and deliberate judgment could have fuggefted ; and by 
no means di<5lated by the heat of temper, the ardour of 
debate, or the warmth of manner, which belonged to his 
fpeaking on almoft every ciccafiun. He fhould certainly em- 
ploy terms of reprobation much ftronger, when the Bill was 
printed and came to be difenfl' d. He faid he rofe alfo to ob- 
ferve, in reply to what had fallen from the noble Secretary of 
State, that it clearly appeared from the noble Lord’s own dcr 
claration of his belief in the univerfal loyalty of the inhabitants 
of this country, that by the m?afurc> for which the condudl of 
only a handful of men furnifliod the pretence, the whole people 
of England were to be puniflied in the abridgment of their 
liberties. 

Lsrd Crerz’///e faid it would, he believed, in the opinion of 
all their Lordlhips, be enough for him in reply, to refer them 
to what he had before faid, and that it would not be neccfiai y 
for him to urge anv further argument. In refpedt to ail he 
had to fay upon the fubj- it, he fiiould referve himfelf for the 
future ftages of the Bill. 

T he queftion was then put. That the Bill be primed. 
Ordered. 

Adjourned till Monday, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


CORN LAWS. 

Mr. moved the Order of the Day, for the fecond 

reading of the Bill, to pohibit generally the exportation, and 
to permit gonerally the importauon of Corn, &c. 

The Bill was read a fecond time, and ordered to be com- 

0iitted Co a Committee of the vriiole Houfe on Monday next. 

‘ 

Mr, 



iCov. g.J WOODPALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 

Mr. JVtlherforce brought up a Petition from Claro in 
Yorkftiire, complaining of the bad effects of felling Corn, 
otberwife than at publick markets, and fubmitting it to the 
wifdom of the Houfe. * 

Referred to the Committee appointed to confider of the 
caufes of the high price of Grain. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, by which ii 0,000 Seamen, including i8,goo Ma- 
rines, and four pounds per month per man, &c. were voted. 

'The RefidutioiiS were read and agreed to. 

Mr. Rofe moved, that on Monday next, the Houfe fhoiild 
refolve itfeif into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to conlldcr 
of Ways and Means fur raifing a fjpply. — Ordered. 

Mr. then gave notice, that on Monday he fliould 
move the annual duty on Land and M. 1*:. 

The Houfe agreed to go into a Committee on Monday 
next, to conlidcT fuither of a fupply to be granted to his Ma- 
— Adjourned. 


Monday, November 9. 

IVUliam Gore hangton^ Efq, for Soinerfeifliire, was intro- 
duced and Iworn. 

A Petition for Colne Roads was prefenteJ, and referred to 
a Committee. 

A Petition from the Debtors at Devon was prefented. 
Ordered to lie on the I'able. 

Wader’s Mill Roads Bill was prefented and read. 

Mr. Grcville acquainted the Houfe, that his Majefty had 
received their Addrefs, and given orders tint the proper 
ojfHcers do furnifh the Houfe with different ellimaces and ac- 
counts for the fervice of the year 1796. 

CORN. 

Mr. Ryder obferved, that there were reports ofCbmmit.'ecd 
that had fortuerly inquired into the high [)rice of grain, which 
might be proper to be perufed by the prefent Committee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the fan:e fubjedt. He therefore moved, 
that fuch a number of copies of the Report of the Committee 
of the 21 it of December, 1772* made by the Committee 
upon the law then in being, relative to the affi'xe of bread, 
be printed, as fliall be luliicient lor the ufe of the Members 
of the HuulV.— -Ordered. 
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He alio moved that a fufEcient number of copies of the 
**?.eport of tlie C^ITlmittee of the 14th of June, i774> ap* 

minted toconfi^er of the method of making bread fiom wheat 
Il.jr, See. be priiitecJi as (hall be fafficient for the ufe of the 
?v.Vini)ers o the Hoiife.— 

Mr. Ryder then moved the Order of the Day, on the Bill 
fryv p ohibiting genera ly the cxporta‘ion, and pcrmiuing ge- 
re<jal y the bnportation of Corn, See. 

I'he Bds ^-alTed the Commirte;* of the w'hole Houfe, and 
the kep.rt vva ■ or Jen d ro be received toMnouovv. 

Xhe Hou^e iri a Co nmitiet of Ways Means granted 
the annual duties on Land and Malt, and the Report was or-, 
dertd tc received next day. 

Deferred the further Committees of Supply, and Ways and 
Means, to VVednefday, Adjoui iied. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, AW. ic. 

Duh of Port ard prefented a petition to the Houfe 
from the cny df fjgn d by an immenle number of per- 

fons reficle .t in that city, llaring their ablLTrencc of the out- 
rages and infult'' coannitted againtt his perfon and 

the d gnity of Parliament, upon the fiirtd.*y ot th * fe/rion, and 
pra\ing thJt llicir Lor. fh;ps vvouid take luch fl<,ps as mrght 
tend molt fpcedily and tfFes^h tally lo bring the ofl'cnders to 
pumfliinent, and prevent the commillioa of fimiiar crimes iu 
future, which was read at the tabic. 

MEW TREA ONS AND SEDITION BILL. 

Lord Grenville moved the Order of the Day. He began a 
very peifplcuous and clofcly relati\e fpci ch, with fa', irfg that 
he rofe purfuant to the notice he had given on a former day, to 
move ih. fe<’ond reading, and ftatc the provifioiis of the Bill 
for the fafety and prefervation of his Majcfty*s perfon and 
Government agamll trenfonablc and fedsiious pradticcs and 
attempts. His J^ordfhip faid, he had already explained thege- 
neial grounds upon which this bill was brought in, and thene- 
ceffity which urged it. The circumftjncc'' of the late indecent, 
daring and treafonable o.utrage on his M;!jefl:y’s perfon in bis 
way to Parliament wdre fo notorious, that when all the fafis 
were co11e<5led, no man in or out of that Houfe he believed 
wou|^yemure to qutftion the ncccflity of the meafure, and 
'Tlwj bad the left to fey upon that ftage of the Bill.’ 

But 
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But he could not fufficiently exprefs his furpnfe at the tone in 
which the Bill had been taken up and whh which it was ob- 
vjoully intended to be trcavil. 'I'ne fet foith in the 
preamble was unJeni.ib!?, a body of proof upon that head 
was 'dready before tiv.ir i^-'i'dihips. In ac'dirion to thit 
tvide. cc t :ey had his AlajcifyAs Prodarnnion, 'groundi.d 
upon enquiry and examnn.non, fuch -a meeiing had 

been nJa in the fidvi', .■ u: tiucc day-^ previous to ihc meeting 
of Parliameni, co n. 11 c lald hch.are ro bciicvc; no 
man lik- tcK;!d dc^ubc lor a e moment that tiie ('ariiJg 
ouv.rage cummi.c d on ihc perlon o: the bt-vereign, and in it 
a m«‘it unprecedeurul innnt on me di^nny ejid frictlfin of 
Bariia ‘ tin loi owed fr nn toe fetiitiou' qKeri.cs, and i.L>,.Ious 
and trL\d^>n.;i)ie .1 per - uedvered and attiiat nrjL'ing. 

'I'hepr ovih'Uis line iS ii were, he ii.;d before loid 

their Loi dill. p 5 founded on tne j^i CLwd rit * o: former iCMgns 
and appr v J li ncs, and e.j^'eitd ii; no uMyfn*m uie actr winch 
ha 1 oet.n .idoptcd^as pru<ient and vvn^-b^then a.-ce-ior, but 
*as t!.e exiliiiig circurnlhuices of ({cmanded ; iherc 

ni.^hi be a few vafsations, bu^ ihcle v. er c* rc^^ulaccd as ne had 
f d hy t!;c diflc.ence oi cxi'ting circinirda.sce^^, /is iho/e 
Bids havJ been tiiou^^ht the mnfi proper fo: the fnies in wiiich 
tUw") we e pahcJ, lo ill, pielcntoidy xarnd iioo tiiein m fuch 
relpe^iS as ijieir anceftorshad wnt iy gov c»'ijcd chf-Mni’eivc- by; 
iia..jely) the varvlng events of the tio.cs 'I'ne iiili mi.du, ne 
Ibid, be divided iruv'^ two parts : The uiit ^ 5 r the I'deiy and p o- 
tCv:tion o» nis Aiajciiy's ptrlon ; iir- oiiier lu.* liie puhiiiifiient 
qt.deditiou. crimes a^aim'l: the St. ta. On liv' iiiit h .id he 
did not expect thrrr wouid be any U frbrence vt < p nion ; and 
on the ievond, he repealed what iie h.id lend on a t >rnicr d. y, 
the Bill created no new treafons, and tiu ufore it did not pro- 
vide any puinflimeiiis tor crimes tJiat weie not alrtf;dy re,cog- 
fiizcd .iS cii nes by ihc t xnhng i.i ws, excepting i. at i was ia- 
tendeJ by the piefent Bill to .nclude trealonahic publicati.ons 
and Jinoa 11 , a? eqa.i ly criminal and dangcrou^J with 
ftaie.l CO i’C tied! n t y me laws now in foice. To devife or 
couqi.iis the King s death was already, trealon, and the whole 
of tdai pan III toe Bill was grounded upon thcjfoleinn opini- 
ons of li'.c b ll lawyc s in tins couniryj and the beil writers 
upon tne laljvct oi toe ireafun laws. There could not his 
L ou.inip laiu, nt* a doubt but fneh compaffiiig or confpiring 
aga.nll: tin* King’s pei ion and government as, was fpeciHed in 
the Bill, r.mom. fd to that depree of guilt which called fbi the 
moft feverc punifliment, whether it amountcil 10 levying civil 
Y^ar againft the King, or encouraging foreign enemies, or by 

> ; writing 
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writing, printing, or publifhing, the effect of the crime was the 
fame, and the punifhment ought to be To likewife. I'he firfl 
claufe conftituted no new treafon, and would any man venture 
toaiTert that compzrffing or conipiring the death and deftnic- 
tion of the Sovereign was not treafon, or that it ought not to 
be fo declared? 'I he provifions of the Bill had betn mat^e 
upon the fame princinles as the A(fis of Q^ieen Elizabeth and 
Charles II. to which he had alluded on a former nitiht, and 
were in fact as much limilar as the exift-ng circumftances of 
the times would admit; and it having been found that difficul* 
tiesfometimes arofc inthecondruition of the Acls in force, it 
was intended by the varialions from them in this Bill, to afeer- 
' tain and fpecify precife!y the meaning which was to be given 
to the whole of the treafon laws. One alteration he meant to 
move when the Bill came into the Conmiittee, iboiit which an 
alarm had been indudnoudy ipread, and great pains had been 
taken to poifon the public imnd, viz. that j)art ot the firfl: 
cnadment which fubjected malicious and advifed fpeakir^g to , 
the penalties of the law d*. fci ibed in the Bill ; in the Committee, 
if the Bill were lent to a C<'mmittce, he ihould mo/e to omit 
the words malicicus and advifed Jpeakingy and there would then 
remain nothing in that part of the Bill which was not already 
acknowledged by the exifting laws to be treafon. With 
regard to the claufe refpeding fe<lition, it did not interfere 
with the prefent laws, nor prohibit aiis or meetings which are 
at prefent deemed legal, but in lt)me cafes it provides a more 
adequate punifliment to the degree of crime than the exifting 
laws appiV) it having in many inflances been found that 
though the crime was fufficienily proved, the law did not 
attach an adequate puniihment. The remaining pro- 
vifions of the B:H, were his Lordftiip faid, all of a nature 
favourable to the perfons who might be accufed, and might be 
confidered as provifions to fecure the liberty of the fubjeft, 
un’d^Acirc uni fiances which would warrant a greater degree 
ieSf i;^cion and reftraint than in ordinary cafes oujht to be 
ailoi^ed. . Having taken this general view of the Bill, and faid he 
would referve what he had fuither to fay, until he heard what 
poflible obje£tions could be made to it; and, he confcflcd, he 
ftould m.ofl anxioufiy liflen, and like to hear what grounds 
' th6fe noble Lords had to go upon, who had taken up this 
tmiinefs in fo high a tone upon its introduflion into the 
/IBoufe. He then moved, That the Bill be now read a 

ifecond time/' 

The Duke <f Bedford refe, but was interrupted by the Clerk 
llp'iead the Bill; when 


Lord 
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Lard Thurlow faid, that the words “ That this Bill be 
read a fecond time,” had certainly been faid from the Wool- 
fack, which had happened accidentally a thoufand time.s, but 
when any noble Lord wiflied, in that ftage, to interfere, and 
deliver his fentiments, the rigid punflilio, of order was ufually 
di/penfed with. 

The Duke of Bedford fiid, he had objefled to the principle 
of the Bill on the firft reading, and muft ftill object to it, 
having heard nothing like an argument in fupport of' it. He 
fliould not, for various reafons, attempt to follow tne noble 
Lord much into the detail of the Bill before them, in its 
prefent ftage, though, he owned, he was very much aftonifh- 
cd at the manner in which the noble i-»ord had prefaced his 
motion for the f cond reading of it. When the noble Se- 
cretary of State firft propofed this Bill, he referved himfelf 
till a future period, when he promifed to give the Hoiife 
full fatisfadlion refpeiSiing his motives for bringing it in, and 
the ncceffity that exifted for fo ftrong a meafure ; but that 
day, when the time was come that this promifed explanation 
might reafonably be expected, the noble Lord had contented 
himfelf with the round aflcrtion — That no Lord of Parlia- 
ment, or man out of it, could doubt either the fadls ftated 
in the preamble of the Bill, or the ncccllity of the meafure, 
and had therefore called upon them for iheir immediate ac- 
quicfcence. It did not become him to ftate v^hat were merely 
his own opinions upon that neceflity j but certainly it became 
the duty, and was conllftent with the dignity of parliament, 
to liave betore them I'ume fort of evidence upon which that 
nccQjSity could be founded, and of which they now poflefled 
no materials whatever to guide their opiniv^ns. 7'herc could 
be no difference of opinion, certainly, that a rr^pft daring 
^n^d flagitious outrage had been committed againft the So- 
vereign on the firft day of the feflioii: every man in and out 
of that Houfe muft reprobate fuch crimes and, earneftly v^ifll 
to fee t()cm punifhed in an adequate and exemplary manner; 
he muft, however, affert that the Bill did not meet its pro- . 
fefl'ed objeii, but was totally foreign from it, as he faw 
nothing in the Bill that tended in the leaft to give additional 
fecuricy and protection to the perfon and life of the Sovereign; 
he faw nothing more than what trie exifting laws provided 
for, and he did expeft, if minifters came forward with any 
meafure founded on the late outrage on his Majefty, they 
would have come forward with an efficient mealurc. The 
fecond part of the Bill was founded upon the,proclamationi 
againft certain meetings which had been held, begg<^. 

leav0 
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leave to fuhmit ro the Houfe, Whether it was not inconfiftent 
with rheir cli 2 ;iiity to proceed to fo ferious and foleinn an aft 
as the mtrovhiftion this extraordinary and dangerous Bili, 
witnaut helving before them anv proof of any foit, that the 
proce.’dsnp.s of thofe meetings had rendered fuch a fliong 
nic'dhre ncc'i:ri''.ry. When, upon a former occafion, the fame 
niiiiiftcrs had tiumght it proper ta adopt a very ftiong mea- 
fure (the fufcv'nlion of the Habeas Corpus Aft), they had 
rot dared to propnfe it without previoufiy inffituiing an en- 
quiry, by appointing a Seleft Committee, who reporicd to 
the Houfe a imfs of evidc ixc which gave their proceedings 
at leaft an appr« ranee of d'diberatiou ; in the prefent in- 
ftance, oil the < onrr. i y, they iecnied to clifregard all idea of 
ddiberaiion, tnqj rv, or evulcnje , and, merely becaui'e an 
outrage of the iniill and fl.igitious kind had been com- 

mitted on ih:* hit! d.u of the fefiu.ii, they were to be latisfied 
that fuch dangerous C( nkqjrnccs v/cre likeiy to follow, that 
nothin.!: bur this Itiongefi of all mcafures, and moft deftruc-; 
tiv^ of Briti/h [ ubt ny, could podibly j>fevcnt them.^Hc gave the 
noble* S^dctary uf htate credit lOr bring lincere in his belief 
that a Bill of that cxtr.snrdis'ary tendency was nectfliiry, but 
it Wi«> not eiu'ugh that the noble Lord Qiouhl declare that i:c 
was Ihtisfied on tiiis pcuiitj pailiament ought to know the 
nccelrty of the nic.dure and to ackr owltd^e it hctorc tiiey 
adnpttd the IVnl. It any of the perions guilty of the outrage 
he had ailed- d >o were to be apprehended, and it fhouUI be 
found thii there was no I^av in the c !untr\ by w'hich they 
cr^uld be ^dcquatdy puuiihcd, a new law ought to be made 
for triar purpolc, that thofe who aftcM wards might attempt 
any ih'ng /unllnr ihouM not eilape juftice ; but in the prefent 
Bill then' was no hmg even of this for?, not one ciaufc tliaC 
"ivent to render ihc KmgS p -rfou more fafe, nor the puril^-** 
rnent <>f fucii tn itois yie.lei, d>an it was under rhe ciiSilliM 
l.;xvs. He wiili -i tre noble becrctaiy of Sta|;C w5ula 
rhe liiw as far a** it n-gard*: the King’s life, being 
i^ny.w'ays or wheiciii this Biil was likely to amend 

laid, he feqiuiliy lamented and wondered that 
mirntlers ibrniM 'h.ive f li-fted their piccedents from times 
previoa^' tn ibe Revolution^ times which tl)e noble Secretary 
©f State iiad termed' Approved times.*' He had little 
itnagiuiJ that the noble Lonl would have fo far forgoitent 
what and the na^4n owed to ihofe who brought about 
Revolution, as ta;'!fpfeak of the reigns of Lhzabeth and 
/<J!hdf|es IL ^ Uiodels fbr cxamfdc,4n as furnifhing prcccdaus 
ae«L to ^ upon in ihc prefentKi^y. f 

. What 
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What would the opinions of thofe great men be who 
ed in driving from the Throne a family, by whofe intrigues 
the religion and government of the country was fo long dif- 
trailed by every fj>ecies of dtfafler and ruin, to make room 
too for tjiat illuftricus line which had lince filled it with fo 
much happinefs and profperity to the nation, were they to look 
up from their graves, and hear the noble Lord taking his 
precedents from the times he had mentioned ? It was to be 
remembered that Queen EKzabeth’s title was difputcd, and* 
for that reafon, fome particular application and extenfion at 
the law of High Treafon might be wife, or, at leaft, it might 
be juftified on the plea of political expediency. In Queen 
Elizabeth’s time, thefe laws were chiefly dire£led againft 
bulls ifliied by the Pope, and when the country was in a 
very di drawled ftate,both from foreign and domeftic foes ; and 
in Chailes the Second’s reign, the(e meafurc^were adopted 
when he was juft reftored to the throne, after a twenty yearns 
abfence, and when a ftrong party of republicans reipained at- 
tached inYctemtcly to their prejudices againft monarchy ; when 
the mmds of men alfo, all over the country, had been alie- 
nated from their loyalty and obedience to their Sovereign, 
under circumftances like thofe, fuch laws might be abfolutely 
neccflairy (or the protection of King Chailes, the Second, 
What analogy or rejehiblance, did fuch times, he would afk,^ : 
bear to the prefent ? > The fituatidn of his Majefty and that of 
the country werd direCtiy the reverfe ? Even allowing that 
fome bill was neceffary for the greater protection of his Ma- 
there was nothing in this Bill calcul^d to fecurc that 
obje^.^ He reminded the Houfe how foon the depofitlon^ 
(lurder of Richard the Second followed the; ftatute 
eafon, pafled in hisreign; and faid, God forbid that 
bould hold ! but the moll fatal confequences might 
an extenfion of the treafon l|ws, witimut nc^ 
fo he bad a right to fay of the prefej 
'of it did not apply p preventive or 
niifchief Hated in the preamble. If it wete^. 
pafled at all, it ought to be a*perinanent, notS;l 
The Duke complimented his noble friend ^ * 
derdale) on 14$ argument when the Bill 
an^faid, dliltreiy concurred with ^ 

a violent attack on th«'piiv*I^4 

As tfie^ nibble Secr^y of State had hSto ^ 

detail of the Bill farther, until it wenit.|l^|^ 
would do the fame ; . but baving hear4!'\'ilp^‘^^meot^ lupr;.- 
port of it, he muft tol^ though 

Yoi.l. u ^ 
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to ajgree with fuch a meafuire as really promifed protedion to 
the perfon of the . Sovereign. 

The Earl cf Lautferdale rbfe next, and faid, the ideas and 
fentiments he bad ftated, on the lirft blufli of the Bill, now 
flood* fully confirmed ; that confidering the magnitude and 
. rmportafice of the queftion, as-well as the manner in- which 
‘ the noble Lord had pledged himfelf on a former nightj when 
. he had referved his opinions for future difcuflion, he did ex- 
wdl that fonrse argument or reafoning would have been of- 
ferred in this ftagd of the Bill, that might tend to convince 
the Houfe of the^ncceffity of fuch an extraordinary meafurc ; 
;hut ftill the noble Lord had left the quefiion as naked as when 
^ fib firft introduced it, corttenting himfelf, as his noMe friend 
noble Duke had 1'eniarkcd, with the round afiertion, that 
ibc mcafure was grounded on a necelfity fb notorious that the 
. world at large knew and acknowledged if, without condef- 
cending to go into any examination of facts, or adducing 
r ^y probT that could, in t^ie fthaffeft degree, fupport (18 prdf 
pbfition he had brought fOrW'aVd^ ' The Petition from Bath, 
prefented by a noble Duke (the- Duke of Portland) atid the 
Proclaination the King in Council, his Lordlhip faid, both 
held^ an afiertion, that there was a ppf^tive “cqnncdlicn be- 
tween the meeting of the Cferrefpondfng Soefetyj and the 
' Outrages which took plaifce bn the jiky of the SelEon. 
Such infinirations had beeii made elfewhere, but no iha- 
vdow of evidence had been offered iO prove the connexion 
between that foc^y andthe infults ofiered to his Majcj^y, 
exceptihg that thibW happened about three days before the 
:^hcr took place; 

^ coilli^ not foppofe that the noWe Lord’s mind 
eiently flro% on this poiiitto induce him to fay that he 
ttere was any fuch connexion, although men wei*e < 
pd to befieve what they wi Acd to be true. Tl 
t,' hai^ confidently faid, that no manl 
jfec outrage upon the King, whidh' j 
;afl^ibeable to the meeting in the fieilds near 
tell the noble Lord, that he doubled it, 

‘ mour he did not believe that there was 
ion between .the London 0orrcfpon(^?g 
who ^on^igihed m Weft- . 

^no more tb do %ith it 
inet 'were ten times more involved, 

, cement of foe war, and by their 
\ they h;td fodUM foe' tower order of 
' ' 'ir" ' -people 
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people to the moll abjc£l and intolerable diftrefs ; was it to 
be wondered at^ therefore, if feme thirty or fifty infatuated 
individuals, in a mija;d aficmbly of perhapr ioo^ooo, Ihould 
break out and vem their indignation in any , manner that 
the irritation of the moment fuggefted ? It was, in his 
mind, much to be lamented, that they Ihould havf done 
fo, but he did not believe the London Correfponding So- 
ciety were more chargeable with what had happened than any 
of their Lordfliips. For his part, he knew no more of the 
.proceedings in the fields, than what he had learnt fiom the 
Lord Chancellor of England on the wool-fack, who had 
told them al4 when he condefeended to become a reporter, 
and ftate the account v/hich the Telegraph gave of what 
happened in the fields near lilington; but fuppoiihg th^t 
all the adls charged on the London Correfponding Soeje^ 
were really committed by them, they were, in his Gcip- 
fideration, trifling indeed, when put in compariibn with the 
^ calamities brought on the country by his Majefty^s mU 
* nifters. His Lordfliip fail, it became the duty of the noble 
Lord, as it was the duty of the Houfe, to examine info fa^b 
before ihey adopted lucH p/ecedents as the nobl|e Lord bad 
^quoted to them, j^nd in, cafe of the fuipenfibn of the 
Habeas Corpus A £4 bad not ventured to promote it, 

without going injtp a previoiil Inquiry and invefti^tian,.of 
fa£ls ; they did notafk it on fheproduclion of pikes or a fpeechi 
but after a mmnte enquijy in a iSelqft.Committee, where a yCK,^ 
luminous body of examinations, dnayrings, and evidence fu| ' 
Wlhed what they thought a pi. mfible for adopting th| 

meafiire* He could only account for tpb ^diflerence of couduc 
: ln;two ways; firft, that upon the former occafion there was no 
: danger by going into an enquiry, becaufe the fSdis were not 
and Jccoiidly, on this ocpfiou it ^the fails wfire fimnd 
true, the propofed remedy was fp much weaker than the 
to wiiicii it was to ^,bc applied, thaf it couid 
lio iaiutary efftcl. As far as was yet 
upon which the prefenc meafure was /otod^,^!0 
that noman^couid believe them upon.TijLpi^^ 
faid, he agreed entirely with the noblfe,Silk^ 
the prjc^^fs taken fro^m^he reign 
"the of Static had t^d 

' $kfly . fclciUed, and nOt 

ti^iesiS''“The p^edjents iii ihfer^ig " ' 

apply St all to rne cafe^ 

country at prefent iuc^as^o req^, 

'Ais Lor^fhip coi^enocii/elt mw 
ikbe £ihg and:.-|wii3titutton th^Ln hc'jjj 
Ua 


i 

fmi: ' 

aw 
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what he faid, he was ready to reft folely on his conduft on thc' 
prefent Bill, compared with that of his Majefty’s minifters; 
while they wiflied to increafe and extend the feverity of the 
penal laws, they did nothing to protect or fccure the per- 
. fbnal Jafety of the King. He recited the preamble of the 
ftatute of Queen Mary, which ftates, that fevere punifhments 
were not the heft means of prote<fting the life of the Sovereign^ 
hut that the fureft way was to promote the real love of thc 
King in the hearts of his people, which was the beft fafe-guard 
and fefcurity any King could enjoy. By what a<fts, or in 
what manner, the Petition from Bath had been procured, it 
was pretty eafy to guefs ; and others of the fame convenient 
tendency would doubtlefs be brought forward ; but he had 
, iio doubt in his own mind, that the fpiiit of Englifhmen was. 
fo much alive, that petitions of a very di&reiit nature 
ae^d tendency indeed would be fent up, and their Lordfliips 
Would find themfclves addrefled in another fort of language. 
The noble Secretary of State had^been pleafed to mention the* 

' high tone; he had held on a former night ; his tones were 
g^erally much the fame^ as his manner of fpeaking was ge- 
nerally, pretty warm and earneft; he could, however, afliire 
the nol^. Lord, that he had nothing that would incline 
him to Himinifh in tone, pardctdarly experiencing the benefit 
d^yed from what he iaid aliieady upon the fubje<ft. It 
‘ had induced thc noble Lord to give up one fti^ong point, a 
j concelTion for which he was extremely thankful, but that 
the cafe, he inclined to raife his tone ftill higher^ 
he thought he|^«8&uld po/libly obtain further concef- 
iipns, or make^ ^e Bill yet more palatable by any esK^pr- 
bis^ With regard to his mode of marking the noldp. ‘ 
ISprdrS (peaking, he believed it was no ways uncommph^^, 
laying liftened attentively to what the noble LorWsl&^l' 
~ the point of malicious and advifed 

: that opportunity of offeriiig him his 
\,?hcotirageiispnt he gave him, that by perfifting 
to this Bill, more gopd confequences might 
Would be an injury to the public were boL to 
pi«iQf thc bufinefs. It was not for the noble 
his conceifions, that he dmked him. 

- j ^ . Secretary of State had fai^, was. not an 
: copy for there were expreiSonAtii it 

J^hich could be affixed ; in fatft it was an 

pew lawi tipt^ifl|^ppb)e to the/ubje(ft than that which 
the reiKn^tf 3B|pird 'II. and when they relledled on 
, ib- God forbid, he fiiid, that the noble 
thing prophetic in view by tHet jprefent meafure^ 

but^ 


Wd 
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but the records of our hiftory proved, that the increafuig the 
number of fevere penal ftatute?, efpecially the ftatutes of 
treafon, tended more to provoke infurre£tion and endanger 
the fafety and cxillence of monarchical government^ than tn 
prote£f the latter and preferve the publick tranquillity. His 
Lordlhip repeated what he had faid on the former night, 
that the exception in favour* of Members in Parliament, 
proved that the reftridlions were meant to prevent all others 
from meeting for any public purpofe, and that confequently 
it would take from the fubje£fs the right to afTemble to fettle 
a Petition to Parliament to amend or repeat which they 
felt or confidercd to be a grievance. The right of granting 
money in the other Houie of Parlilanrient^ reminded the noble 
Lord of the precedent mentioned of tlie 13th Charles IL lii 
the very fame feiEons it was afked by the Crown, and the 
Commons granted three years pay to the army, to be levied 
his Majefty’s Lords Lieuten^ts of cdinties. He afked whtj'; 
;ther that was an inftance gbdd times^of that reign? Per- 
haps if minifters were hof'Oh^ked in their career^ they 
(hould have fome fuch proppHtion made by the prefent Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, . As yet, with all his . popula- 
rity, he believed the nobleNLord’s colleague in the other 
Houfe would not venture* to^';bfirig fuch a propofitJ^qi, 
forward. If they talked^ ^precedents from better tfi!^^,j 
why had the noble Lord chofeii to pafs over the firft ycars^^^' 
the reign of King William ? Had there then been no dangi^fe 
to the perfon of the Sovereign, and t t|g^fc fety and fccurit^ 
of the government ? The adls pafled iel^^t reign would ha 
"as good models to copy from as thofe in the reign 
les the Second. He recurred to the ftatute of Edi^rlf 
'which at prefent was reckoned the beft definition- of 'ijiit 
ikws, and which he concluded was very different from, 
Tent Bill. When this Bill was introduced wi{, 
of evidence for its necefiity on a former night, || 

Lord had imagined it came from fome T 
into the Houfe; he was one who thought fo, 
confirmed in that opinion. 'He compared 
the Bill ^itb its contents, and denied that ' 
thing in ie^ljcable to any circumfranc^^fthilt 1 
to exift, or^llied for on account of the mee|:^|;;|bat! 
alldd^;$o.> ^hatpart of the Bill con^eriiing^lwetbi 
ftruclc him as innhitely more dangero|^|thanj'thc 
where treafon was the, crime, 
both judges and juries a<fted witS\^i™^^'i:|^fitation 

demmd 
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M^hen merely property or the peifoi]ial^ hberty of the fubjeit 
were at lluicc. I'iie words of the enad'mg claul' , he 

confidcred <\S a libel ,Qn fbc times in confcquence of words 
'J)eing put in that weie never bc/ore ufed ; for inftance, the 
word cori/fitutionr^who could define the conftituiion In an 
of parliamciit? Law and government could he cefined, 
bjut he had good authority, fiom a pamphlet which he imagined 
was well known to muiillers, to fay that the word conftitution 
could n<S)t. His Lordfhip read apar.jgraph frtmi the pa.mphlct 
tp which he alluded. Fr< m the wording of this cl uiie, he iruift 
ihfift, that it .c^t^d i.cw crimes by itew phrafes. 7'he word 
canie -unlfer the fame unccriainty as conftitution, and 
;^!l|(»SnQt,hc faid, to be fopnd in other a<Sts. He ftill, however, 
%pnceived the refervatiori in favc^r of mcnibers of parliament 


be the moft dangerous innovation of the laws, and when 
t&ws.were cither fttained to a degree of opprcllion, or new 
Nllkws made totally fub^rfive^qf^ the liberty of the fubjedf, it 
f^uft be expefied, and that the people would 

^^ifort to force. He was |u^ported by great and known au- 
.;^^m]Oritiqs in faying, that times and circumftances might be 
.*4uch only .to juftify, but To make refiftance become a 

.dut)r^;iSU|d^iA certain inilattceSjITq.fhQiiid /eel brafelf compelled 
duty to4vfi|l: ^ of .parliament founded in 

pppreflion, did iipt feftrain him. He 

^^8 much agamft patiiam^t giving great latitude to judges 
espy Ruy new powers. 3 had bcen^ he faid, an in- 

^auceof either the Icgifiature, ftreteWing their proper 

^a^iiQns,but it followed quickly by conicqueuces of 


^a^iiQns,but it luBp^en followed quickly by conicqueuces of 
i^Cvinoft fatal teiiSeiitJy.. He mentioned the calc of the .^ch- 
of l^anterbury, in 1640, when it was htlcl that 
a priyy counfellor was levying, war agalnft the 
regard''^ peers, .in former Ilihs of 
'^ll^^been a ckufe iftating that they lliculd be tried^at! 3 pj HK 
this Bill >it#ras omitted, and upon confideratitia^^lt 
become,, /lard upon the orc^er to wfiickl^ad 
belong, who, if any of them ftinuld' 'fiavc the 
^ for^a n|ilJcn:vc;^noiir after this Bill, 
very different from that of\4in LngliOi 
cij^f. geo dandn^ibui teen year^l^^fportatioa 
^r any otb^ 

ccaiviciion,.-|'4n this' T|a|^bf "the 
at the utmofl;’'' 

ud y Fpitued and able fpeech 

me preieiit Bill was only one of a 
* ' ' fcrics 


wd 
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. fcrics of meafures ^ the feme tendency; polfibly a wotftf 
was yet to . he iticroduced ; it was therefofe truly alarm* 
ins:. He deplored the fituation ^ Engliflimen under fiich a 
Bill, and thought a little fedition fo fat* from drawing down 
fuch hea'^y di nunciatiohs, /hould but be confidtred as the 
natund of 'mens minds, and the only confolatidn tiiat 

a ffarvitig people could have, who are defUtute of where- 
withal to engage iiiid ami^fe tlieir intellects, to feed thdr bodies, 
and without a hope left behind. War was the catife of all 
their ca]:»mities. Minillers had difgraced the Englifll cha* 
ra£fer through every qunrtci of the globe. Nothing but a* 
long furies of defeats, dtrgraoe'i, lofles, and perplexities are ta 
be fecn, vVithout a finglc a -fion that could refeue the glory and. 
honour of the nation from fcorn and derifion. The mjlitaa^yr 
character abroad was difgraced through this 
mini^fers. The cfFecfs of war are Ioffes abroad and famine^at 
home. Let minifters, if they ferioufly intend to referm tWi 
abufes, reprefsHheir own. pride, and not by their falf^hoods 
'libel the people of Eftglaufd;^. ^Tt h to the fpiiit of the peopte. 
we owe our HbcrjtidsiJ' which if it had hot rofe in ]>rcipQridort^ 
as the prerogi^e was ftrained, weihould have livfi4 ^og ago# 
Sorry was helo fee their calamities and diftreffes inereafe, and , 
much mor# their being aran end# 

With regafd tiiialwimprope^i^ that might .tefevaferibed 
to him for his might be..ai{U^:it! 

was not the delfebiif a place, becaufe confidchng the 
of public affali"^ thecaiamities of the country, and the 
lanchol^ before them, all prpd^^he mifmanagerh^^I : 

of thiniilers, he muff be a madntait who would 

into office at this 6me,and^{hafe in the heavy 
}1ty of his Majcfty*s prefent fervaints. .He'0|fuciudied!!?l^ 
jly with declaring that be Ibould the Bilh ^ 

*be Zord PreJidfHt (the Earl of MaiUifteldy beg^n his 
promillng their Lofdlhips, tfaht they fho^d^aur^ 
ber ^clamation nor inveftive from hiin^ Ul^^ 
the nblx!e Earl, who hadjtiff fat dowh,‘ Wa$^'' 
dulge himfelf; but, differing from the nobfe 
many topjeks as he did, he ’dSuft leave it tO'll 
eloquenw^ tbe noble Earl, to amufe 
difebfflill'ji^meitt fO ^emraordinary^, thift' / 

Jmfelf bound to cotifefs^ft'ite 
_ ^hnanrier in whi'dlvlBnisch 
.^^,.!i^arlMtreiipon 

he was At a Igfs to e(>mprehend^^||^^l^t'4f|j^<!| 
jielf as clofe as poKfible to the 
•rder to prev(^. him from tiring *tbw Lord 
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' fcilt, before he went into the fubjeA, he had thought it necef- 
fsury to premife what he had juft faid^ iThe noble Earl had 
announced his fpecch bydj^laring, that he had many ob- 
jeflions to ftate, and much argument to offer, to fatisfy their 
Lordftiips that the Bill ought not to pafs. He had lif- ’ 
tcniijd to the obje£b of the noble Earl wifS all the attention 
he was mafter of, and had heard little of fubftantial objec- 
tion, little like rational argument againft it. That it was a 
meafure of great magnitude and importance, and ferioufly 
called upon their Lordfhips (who were equally bound to pro- 
te<!2: the perfon of their fovereign, to guard the fafety and 
Security of the government, and to take care there, (hould be 
no encroachments on the liberties of the people) wer(P matters 
tbat^^i^o pian could venture to deny. In one particular, he 
perfeAly agreed with the noble Earl, viz, that it v/as unwife 
to place fo much confidence in the Integrity of Miniilers, as 
tOilTMftv them with extraordinary and unprecedented powers, 
and thence inveft them with an authority which they might 
.i^fily abur<?« Such a degree of pow^r he would not willingly ' 
repof^'in the hands of any man} lla^} haihould even .hefuatc 
to tfuftltlieexercife of Jt to the moderation of die noble Earl. 

The .^Ic ^^queftion for their Lordlhip*s confideration was, 
whether, diere was occafion for any meafilire for ^ the better 
protedioo iof the perfon of die Sov^dgn, and foe better fecii- 
j^y^;4f the government } and fooit far the p^efent Bill was 
adifrted to that occafioiu The abominable and daring ac- 
ta^ recently made on his Majefty, in his paftage to Parlia- 
:pl^t,,was an outr^^^too notorious to be doubted for a 
11^ it had bei@p|roved by evidence adduced at their 
£(0ji[^ip’a^W^ and by the common confent of all men, thafi|v 
beep,^tb^own at his Majcfty while in his carriagej^£ 
andlfibti^ Mqefty could not meet his Parliament in' fafe tj^ ! 
hoW\^a.thoconflitudon and government of the countr^^»;^ 
be,|igdesrved t Ewlufive of this indication of the dange|^P^!" 
JidiSrt|:difloyalty and diftruft, which certain dcfcripiioni^^f^^ 
^ and but too fuccefsfuliy, in\thO 
and inconfiderate, the temper of the 
for the precaution on the part of 

the introduftiq^rof- Aat dc- 

:R^yl»!i^b^i'hg coiM^lryjp-'foat. had provoked ' ' 

and humanity 

its prOgrefs ' 

Uhad the unfortunate inha^afits of 

and unparalleled ferics of ca<* 

■ . lantHics^ 
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The nec^fEty and prefliire oJ the occafion were 
therefore too evident to admit bf difpute» and the fqle quef- 
iion that remained was, the conllderation of the nature, ex^ 
tent, and effect, of the propofed Bill. 

In proportion to the cxifting circumftances of the tinMii 
it had.bAn the practice of the ableft and the wifeft ftatefimti 
that ever bore a (hare in the government of this country, to 
vary and adopt the criminal laws, and erpecially the laws of 
treafon, to thofe circumftances. Looking back for a cen^ 
tury paft to oUr hiftory, noble Lords would find, that fuch had 
been the invariable pra^ice, and a moft prudent practice it un- 
doubtedly^as. In conformny to that pradice the prefent Bill 
had been framed. It was not, as the noble Earl, and thofe 
Lords who thought and avSledwith him,an extenfion of the trea- 
fon laws, or a bill creating new treafons, but a clofe copy of 
the fi;atutc of£li£abeth, and the zSt of the 1 3th of Charlei 
the Second^ with fuch variations only as the exifting cir>^ 
jpumftances of the times,, idblfoluiely called for. Could their 
Lordffaips forget the provifions t^ahe a£l pafTcd in the. reign 
of William the J^iird and Queen Aiuie for the fecurit} of the 
Proteftant fuccidJtqn i The periods from which the prece* 
dents that bad be^ r^forted lb> in framing the pte^ent Bill^ 
\vas drawn j had furqilhifid .mu^^^pe ^ declamatiofi and 
invc£tive ; but thi^ BiU in itfelf fo wife and fahl* 

tary a meafureii a^d fo abfolutely necefiary, that it needt^ 
not to be defen<fe 4 .by former example. The argumemsi and 
the fort of oralbry refprted to oh tbi^ pojii^kad^ neverthelefe^i^ 
not furprifed him. . Reprobated iHpe firfl; years of the 
tejm of Charles the Second had bCem M would ventut*e,to 
jmbunOe them good times. Let their Lordibips reooU^ 
waa the minifter at the lera alluded to ? It .was the 
^l^endon, a man of as much ability, as perfeS knowledge 
dNKpnftitution, and as great a love for it-as any mioifter 

evinced. .Lord Clarendcm brotIghV in tha4gl, 

. thatlitp^ pa&ed into a law^ in the 13th of Charles die S^sOjii% 
from whileh the prefent .Bill was copied $ and the 4 egiflata)ib' 
cf that day adopted it^ as a wife^ neceiTaryt and st fafe met'*' 
fure. »don could not be char^ with a Mifitlio - 

inffin^ .jidil^Mil^tion, ani^reak ia.^pon the libenioa di 
£nglM^Hli^ ^i|^j|r liole pditicaUjfe’wa>.a proof ^ the. eon- 
a mo^ wq||fe,^ iiaitatian irf twm - 
inu(»..lb, that h!$ beti^ed mt 

£ari of npendon*s zeal and atQim||lp^|the fionilituticn 
were the means 'of his fall. intemfon,||e 

declared to attettmt to follow the abblc Earl thfough Ine 
..Vot.^. X wide 
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wide Acid of extraneous matter into which he had deviated^ 
but it was he avowed, a matter of extreme furprize to hinv 
to. hear the noble Earl fo roundly allert, that the war had been 
one continued feries of difafter and difgr^ce. Had the noble 
mirl turned his eyes for a Ansle wpment where he looked 
ihen, (at Earl Howe) he muft nave recollcfled thatliis affer- 
tion was ralh and unfounded altogether : He muft have fek 
hinifelf compelled tp acknowledge that ^glorious fuccefs had 
been obtained; fuccefles which in point of perfonal (kill, 
bravery and condft£l in the commander, as well as in refpeft of 
national honour and importance^ had not been furpalTed in 
any period of our hiftory. Cvaptivating as this thefic was to 
hini| and d«ar as it muft be to every Englifhman his lordfhip 
favd, he would purfue it no further. The bare mention of it 
was fufficient tpraife a proud and grateful feeling, and leave 
a tailing impreilion on the mind of every man who heard 
bim. 

With regard to the ground of the Arft cl’aufe of the 
the outrage on the perfon ^of his Majefty he believed there 
was but ‘one fentiincnt ; it was deeply lamented by all) and 
the neceifity of an adequate means of pxote^ion and fecurity 
in almoft univerfally .admitted^ becaufe if the King 

could not meet his Parhatnent in fafety, the Conftitution 
was in eminent danger. Xhe^ble Efrl argued, that tte 
Hw .pf treafons was Aifficiently adapted tp every poiiible cafe 
that might occur ; it was (Irahge indeed, that, fuch a pofition 
thould be advanced, and with great pertinacity iniifted on, when 
expeticnce had re|i|[tedly {hewn, that the ftutut^ of EdWd III. 

3 ;bt eafily be evaded. The flatute of Queen Elizabeihi it 
rflready been mentioned by the noble D.uke^ Was 
by her fituation, and it it was to be obferVact^ ' 
proymons Hrqfc copied into the fubfequent ftatute thi 
to the reign Queen Anne# Upon which a£l:,, d pr 
name Qf»:^4f^|^hews9 had been tried, con\n<^ed ai 

fbr pnntij%a pamphlet, .entitled Fox pop^i vpq dei. 
In ^.commencement of |he reign of Charles ll. . 1 |they . all 
much of the leaven dlrepublicanifm remained. There 



'.«ner« at that tifUf alfo a deferiptiou of 
^aitity men* who i^ike the Republica. 
. did not to hai 
IngaKingoffti, 

:as .theuailjumr 
•precaiitions fc 
■eflary* and 



Fifth Mo- 
nt day, 
'«a£;,ha)r.- 
aiwell 
xed 



as inuch precau^ 
our a^eftors. 


but wi 
'lercnption, th 
Ipcntioned, rej 

,>.of the pet Ton of 'Sovereign 
outrage to his Maje^, called 
111) as in either caljs had been evinced 

.In 
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In fpeaking of the fecond claufc) his Lordfhip obferved, 
that much of the noble EarPs fpeecb, had gone to prove, that 
the late detcftable and attrocious attempt on the Sovereign, 
had* no c6nne£lion whatever with certain fpeeches, writings, 
and doctrines, advanced and diftributed at certain well known 
popular aflemblies, but the experience of all ages, proved tHe 
contagion arifing from fuch meetings, and the dangerous ef- 
fefls that had refulted from >them. How pure loever the 
intentions of thofe, who \ook the lead at fuch aflemblies, 
might be, it was impoflible to prevent the dangerous confe* 
quences that would follow. Although men of fenfe defpifed 
the grofs and feditious doiSfrines, and libels boldly maintained 
and induftrioufly circulated, \hofe who conceived that tbeir 
extreme folly and abfurdity would be a fufHcient cure to the 
evil, and that they ought to be treated only with a filent 
contempt, fell into a fatal miAakc. When the cup was pre^ 
fcnted to the mixed and unthinking multitude, it was eafy to 
conceal the poifon it contained, and it was too late to dpply 
an antidote, when the venom iiad reached the vitals. He 
therefore could not agree that feven years tranfportation^ and 
that, not till after con vision of the decond offence, was Coo 
fevere a punifhment for itdiuon; a crime of the moft dan-^ 
gerous tendency. ^ The moft eliormpus crimes had been found 
to originate in the delufions, wbMh the publication of infi* 
dious opinions, founded upon falfe political principles had held 
forth j when thofe villains, Ravailbc and Chatelet, alTaflinated 
Henry the IVth of France, they feverally confefled, that they 
had been prompted to the horrid deed by the doftrines they 
had hitotd; and the opinions they had imbi^d in confequcnce. 
They had bean told that the King was a tyrant, ajid that it 

« an aft of the higheft moral excellence to deftroy a tyraitt# 
i was fuflicient to fhew from ancient hiftory, how dan* 
|b it was to expofe men of w^rm and enthuflaftic minds, 
pehak tinderftandings, to be worked upon hy the inflam- 
matory and. artful difcouries of orators, who|h^'objeft was to In- 
troduce copfufion, if not to»fubvert the CAiiftirtitiDti- Cbtfld 
any matt ithagine, that France, a country, where the manners 
of men were fuppofcd to have ilceivcd the higheft polilh of 
i'eflnemen^;"^ learning and arts, had nearly attained tbo 
utmoft pft^^|M|^ovement ; could any man (uppofe that in 
‘fuch a a change happened^ as had 

.takbh pte^-%i'tw^thcre 

at^nce fdn^ed from the moft of civilization 

and into a ftate of the ferocity, and 
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thh grbl]eft barbariim^ happily unpara)1e))bd mod’pm times,^ 
and almoll uneaqualed in ancient niftory. 

Tb what was this unfortunate and aftonlfhing change 'to be 
attributed) but to the unreftrained circulation of writings,^ 
the dtjed df whieh was to tu^ into ridicule and derifion every 
■thrn| ,ferjous, every thing held facred^' to deftrOT bonds by 
whi^ ftten in civil fociety were held together. This had led 
to irreligion and made atheifm fafliionable, which had at 
length overthrown all humanity, all order, all mo^ity, Ta 
this caufe, and to this afone, were the mifchiefs that had en- 
fiiedy^ all the bloodfhed that had deluged France to be aferibed^ 
From this corrupted foqrce flowe;^ all the waters of bitternefs,^ 
ijvhich had fpread defolation and ruin, wherever they flowed. 
It had been faid again and again in that Houfe, that jacobin 
principles wore a bugbear which minifters found it con- 
venient to hold out to flieir Lordfliips. Be that as it might, 
if it were ccnfurable to be an alarmifl, he would arrogate ta 
himfelf the pride^'of having mentedthis cenfure in the higheft 
degree. He owned he dreaded the diffuflon of French prin*. 
Ciples in this country,. much more than the devaftation of the 
' feoft cruel peflilence. Becaufe the experience of all the evils 
and calamities that had made Frah^e a icene of diftrefs an4 
^uin wefe to beattributc<|tto their pemitibus influence* 

»■ — I ' Hac fenteaerivaturcUdeg,. 

' Among other objeflions to the fecond ciaufe, the noble 
Lord had found faqlt with the word Conftitution,’’ and 
iaid) that no man idould define its meaning. He was of 
'iNWy different opinion j who was there that knew any thijo^of 
She conflituent parts and general whole of the governimi| 
iwf Great Britain, who did not perfectly comprehend .jJll 
was meant to be exprefled aqd imported when the conft i^M m 
of ihe coune^l was mentioned ? He thought the wordn^h- 
troduced in the>KJi was, highly proper and parliamentary. > The 
Bifi bad been fai«N|o be a libel on^ the loyalty of the people of 
Enslandr He had too gopd an opinion of every noble lord 
prelent to fufpedl or belief that there was any wifh or in- 
tention to excite a dangerous fervour andM^^^JeWOufy in the 
minds of the people ; but he was forry to tbe^igbt, in 

which the noble £at| had^ thought 
o^ration of the have- a miiilwblNMW' tcndef^cy* 

No man could opinion thanM^did 

fenfe and Engliihmen ; he weUpfinew t^y 

wfA long beep accuffomed to hold the conftitution of theip 

country 
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country in the utmoft venenKn, and to prize the bkfltRgft 
it produced as ineftimable s he hoped this fcntiment had not 
been weakened by the companions they had lately been 
enabled to make ; but that there were fofOte perfons in 
country whofe aim and objeft were to undermine the coii-* 
ilitution, and fubvert the government^ he conceived^ np maa 
who had witnefled the events, that had occuried, only in. Cbo 
}a(l three years^ could doubt for fingle moment. ^Their 
Lordfhips would recoIleA that they had upon tbeir table 
abundant documents to prove what had been the condu^ of 
certain focieties openly and avowedly held. It could not. 
forgotten that they^had fent an addrefs to the French Con^ 
vention, full of congratulations on the fuccefs of their pn»« 
ceedings ; nor could it have efcaped their fLK>rd(hips recol- 
Icdlion, what the anfwer was that the Prelident made. It was^ 
that he hoped foon to have it in their power to fend an ad* 
drefs to the National Convention of Great Britain. By th9 
timely care and exertion of the legiflature thefe focieties IuhI 
. been checked ; tbcy.^lbcne now^again rifuig into notice, ^ind 
if not refifted i^^ht produce moft ferious confequences* 
Let not their Lord^ips therefore be lulled into a £alfe fpeurky 
by the fafeinating charms of the fyren eloquence'^ the, 
noble Earl, but ebnfider the n^reof the caie^ as it really 
flood, and decide for themfelil^ei^;;^ They wpuld not, he wSe 
perfuaded, be waa^ng> in tbpir endeavours to maintain llie 
conftitution enttre, and cordiauy unite in providing proper 
means for protecting the perfon.of their monarchy IV tie 
they to fail in either refped, they would be refponi^de for 
con&quences, and would by their inittlention hazard the 
dfftfufiion of both. He need not mention the peribna^dsjPIte* 
that they all had in the fafety pf their Sovereign, 

whofe many virtues his fituation gave iwy 

w^rtunity of witnefling^ and the fortilum^ wh^ jnind 
^^Plnabling him to bear the many caufes c^iMaiety and pain, 
i^om Which even perfons of his e^ted rfimfc M^nptexai^ 
with calm refignation, but petted, firmnefs, could not be 
fufficiendy admired. ^ ^ 

The noble Earl, his LpinifiBiip remarked, 
topteks of^M^kdebate had alluded to the* decifion .«£ 
Coyrf of j||nK^ry ip a diftist pa<k of the kingdonit in a ode 
of' tiihat:4i9S9^NiRe termed feditit> ri^i i he dM not mean t6 
:<$feur8 again, but fnhjdS; was under 

Njdd»atr, ' tey> ad fu}!/ declared ^ judges of 

Scotlaiiffpid governed thernfelyeiM^mmt was tho^ the. law 
uf the laha, and had dope no more^ui a difcs||ion 

vl^ch 
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liirhich the law called upon cxcrclfe. In that opinion 

every lawyer and every man who knew^ any thing of the law 
the country concurred, .with the exception of the noble 
£ar], who had he purfued tb^ pra£tice of a profeffion to which 
early in life he had paid attention, would doubtlefs have proved 
one of its brighteft ornaments. With regard to the effect of 
the claufe on Scotch Peers, he faw no neceffity for alteration, 
it left the Peers of Scotland and every man of that country 
prccifely where itTound them, and did not deprive them of 
any of their privileges. 

Hit Lordihip glanced at one or two other matters, and ac^ 
length c<M(h:Iuded a mod: mafterly fpeech with declaring that 
the Bill would have his moft hearty fuppoffC. 

The £orl of Lauderdale rofe to explain* * It had he faid 
iweri. far from Kis intention to manifeft ahy thing like d'rf- 
re%e£i to the perfonal merit and 'behaviour of any of our 
Imive officers, who hadfo eminently diftinguiflicd themfelves 
idiiring,the>war, leaft of all to the noble Earl prefent, whofe 
conduA, and fingular (kill in^s^ profeffion was fo « 
iminenfly dtfplayed on the firft of June, 1794, no man had 
more ready to acknowledge in the noble EarPs abfence 
than if^lblf* Hb haci then faich^^at the merit of the noble 
Earl was^tfae greater in prqportiOfi to the glaring neglccft and 
thifeondud of miniders, n 4 io h,ad fuffibred him to meet the 
fleet of. France with an inferior finree* That circumftance 
elone liras fufficient to ' prove at once the incapacity of 
makitfters and their grofs negleA of duty, and to entitle the 
noble Earl to the unceafmg gratitude of his countrymen* 

X» 9 rd Grenville faid, that the manner in which the noble 
land efpeci^ Earl who oppofed this Bitl^ 

iwIpleoduAed the debate^ had left him but very little 
>f4ord{hips with. I he noble Lofd) who 
dpOi^Jaft biir«i|pc,was much n>iilakcn,' if be fuppofed 
he wiihed him to lower his toi>e, or to alter his 

metm ; io far^feom it, be fejemnly declared, that if the nobie 
^Qid vTotild have conddj^nded to have afked him what argu- 
ments he fltould ufe, he would have ^ fuggefted to him .thofe 
vary argtlments he had advariCed, bccaute he wifhed to (hew 
the Houfc— he wilhed to (hew the country,^ wlwt were the 
principles of tbofe who ^pofed the Bill ; e^!%ho it was, 
that avowedlyilood fetch the advocate asid^^dlMder bf thb 
conduA of the London C^refpoilding Socidtyi ' TJtfeirLord** 
&ips had heard the fiy, that if #is 

into a law, notdul^^:<||^^rincip(e, but would 
Jeetip him from i:eriuing it with’ open force. Upi^n this ex- 
foeffion he would make no comment. The noble Lord had 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured to explaint away a* part of his fpeech, which he 
conceived to contain very unjuftifiable reflections upon the 
conduct of every one of our commanders who had diftin- 
giiifhed himfelf by his {kill and braverv in the courfe of the 
war, by faying, that the blame lay wholly with ad mi nift ration. 
He had adverted to the viCtofy obtained with fuch honour to 
himfelf, and fuch emineni! advantage and glory to his countrv, 
by a noUe Earl (Lord Howe), and had ftated, that he (bould 
not have been fent to meet the enemy with an inferior fleet. 
With rcfpeA *to the gallantry and profeflional {kill of that 
nobie Lord, as it was above all poflibility of cenfure, fo it 
was unnecefTary, and would indeed be an infult in him to fay 
any thing in vindication of them ; he would only remark 
upon that fubjeCl, that though, as to numbers, the two fleets 
were nearly, if not quite equal, but certainly fuperior on our 
part in the {kill of the officers, fuperior In thf bravery and dii^ 
cipline of the feameiu and infinitely fuperior in the condidl>n 
•I and equipment of the%ips. A finer and a better fitt^d>&ret 
in all refpeCls, never had .faded fronvany port of this country^ 
The noble Earl’s fpeech had he faid, been chiefly compofed iof 
loofe declamation and random invcdive, but amidftmthe mafs 
of virulent remark a^d irrdMive matter, two or thrtd argtt<- 
nicnts were to be met^withi lhat» required fome#anfwefu 
would therefore prbceed to fay fomething upon thofe argiii^ 
ments which the noble Lord had ufisd — ^he fpoke on Ite' 
fide when he faid two or three, for the greater part of his 
was too vague to admit of reply, or too violent, to (fef(9ave a 
temperate anfwer, particularly the noble Earl’s declaration 
he {^ke from a fenfe of duty, when he fdid ads of 
;v^d the law of the land ought to be refifted, and 

prudence reftrained fuch refiflance, language it 

’ been fpoken in another place, would l»vir fubjo^bd the 
n^e Lord to the fevereft penalty of the 4 

T^be Earl of Lauderdale rofe to to order.^ Hecfanrged 

the noble Secretary of State with w^ng, contrary to myy 
ufage of Parliament, endeavoured iirft CO mi^-eprefenc an ar|^* 
meat petfcCtly in order, and' thence to hold out ah infhhiWjbn 
to the publkkt ^hich he Could not fubmit to. He , had not 
recommend ads of Parliament or exifting laws of 
the lanxl^ l^bit^ords had bben, that there #ere taws that«a 
fenfe ol doi;^ ^vibuld prompt hiio to >refift did not pmidence 
.igftrain' Jm l andflwhen he faid.»fl»^^ hod guai^ded Sifrtfltlf 
again)ft:|Wcnception on account confequyhces that an 
unqualinua aflertion that refiflatK’e to the laws was juftifi|ible, 
might have produced. When he had firft heard the nohle, 
Lordallgde to his words, with fo mucli departure from tibe 

words 
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words themfelves, he had fufFered hiii|fio proceed, meaning 
to rife to e}t^lain when the noble Lord concluded ; hut per« 
cetving him inclined to comment further on his mifreprefen- 
‘ tatfon, he had thought it abfolutely necefTary to call him to 
'order, that he might once more pat him in poiTeiSon of the 
words, fuch as they actually were. 

Lord Gr^nvllli faid, the noble Lord’s explanation had left 
the cafe juft^as it ftood ; and he would ftill aflert, that if the 
fame wdl^ had beeh ufed: out of doorSy the pcr(bti ufing them 
would be fubjefl: to the fevereft penalty of the lawi 
; Lard Tburlow faid, he had always underftood it to be the 
undeniable privilege of every member of Parliament to ufe 
any argument he thought moft likely to prevail againft a Bill 
under difCuffion, and before it pafl^ into a law,^ and that it was 
held to be perfedly juflifiable to ftatc the probable conlequenccs 
of any meafure9|^d that to any extent in order to perfuade either 
HouHe^f which beihould chance to be y member, not to adopt 
irliudl with a view to urge its inexpediency. With refped to. 
mOlb&rineof reiiftance, it was fitted by aollracl writers, that 
there was a point of oppr^on and tyranny^ at which oppofition 
he^fiic watoral duty, becaufe Q^p^fitioA tOj tyranny mull be 
moral^ ti^t. ^ What that poin^M^t^ itivas difficult to fay, but 
4 hdfiiiiift be extreme one no refemblancc to 

times. He conc^vM^ hc^ be extremely 
idieidttdf&propcr to enter into difeuffions upon fuch abftradt 
, flliidihms, when there was nothina; in the cafe that called for' 
09111^ and even to hint that refinance to the laws could be 
fafti^^ie; as often as he heard a mode of argument re-^ 
be had been forry, for it might do mifehief 
rer no good purpofe; it lay however in tbedi&ret^ 
f metnber to adopt it or not as he thought prope 
faid, the corroSlion of the noble a^dii^ 
i.»oid^ wouH , been, very proper, if he 

lUttiaAtiaUy dodtrine. But Ad>Je<ft 

lewM wpleaftut he would not prefs^it fari&er» 

b%giog thoir Lormbq^ to reuin in their mcmefy the 
fbumieiits and language thUly Imd heard. there was 

an alismft univerfaPery of hear! hear f 2 > 

Lord Grenville having repeated his expcdtti;>^l [wbkh he 
^nfhmly dudi^ when ttere is a cry of - t] ' ^ 

T^noble XJard h|i|^|d^ed, upon what 
Clre'Was fbunded^-^^^|l|^*< what evidendfri 
^ Loid&tps abundai^P before thchi < Inteli- 

titJlis of a large of men to take every ffep in thfeir 

powej ? and had they not evidence of the late attempts upon 
Royal Pcilbn ? But the qoble Lord feemed 

fore 
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fore about the London Gorrefpoiiding Society, although it had 
jicvcr been mentiohed. ' It was argued, that there was no 
* prQiL>f that the late attempt upon bis Majefty was in conr'crt 
with, or directed by, any members of that fociety ; if he 
could prove that it, was by their defire or concurrence, he 
would not have recoitffe to a leiriflative provifion, he would 
have advifed of a different naiu:e, and reforted 

immediately to coiift^f juftice for fuch remedy as the law^ 
had provided. With.^^ard to the pamphlet v/hich die noble*^ 
carl had quoted, t}|pre ^the noble eail had the advantage of 
him, for he had nev^cr feen the pimphiet, nor did he know to 
what publication or atithor the noble earl had rjicrred. 

Another obfervatiojl oh this Bill was, that it contained a 
claufc for preferring, the members of that houfe the free 
privilege of fpeeph. llP.or himfelf, he wifhcil to ftate exprefsly^ 
that he faw no peg|^|y for that provifion, -becaule he 
fure there was not common fenfe who read the. 
Hill, who could fof fuppoie, that after this Bill 

had pafled, members^ would not have therfathe 

privilege of fpeakiiig i^'^d btfore j and the only 

reafon why it was p^s, that it ftood a partof the 

former Bilh ||^ad thought proper to make 

many fevere le tio^cs ,in which the pr^toe- 

dent for the pd, ntytant a general. 

ination upon, the rejgi^ of fiv^Stuatts, it vWas unnecolTaffy^ter^ 
attempt a reply j he wORld v^tqre to afTert, that , 
reigns from ,whicl|^tbe precqd^ts %jM.thcfc Bil s were takeoi 
produced minifters abl^, much attagb^lkir 

1 , as any ot^r p^od of the hiftory 

S >uid Lord Chancellor Ql&ip^c 

/ho& jove the conftitU|tion it was fpw^|j%^ 
in exiftence ; a whom 

ilties to which. are liable), 

himfelf proii4^Abfi||m|||^ But .it 
: he, referred, |H||m!|^ts ; let their^ 

LordHiips Ipok back for cehluries^. mey would 

that in almc)# 4 |very one of |l|gSa^^ith ft w exceptio^^ 

indeed, alreiipo^ in the law$bf treafon, had been called, for r? 
bv the of the times ; the reigns df 

King WUtihiii!;^|jind>lQueen Anne afforded authorities for re- 
ft riition^ of figure, when called for, by jieccflity, 
noble Loi^ yip N^ vrcjtc fo violent mCf^i|fe\6ppofition to 
Bill, had that, it would pte^Slffoe .peopl'e from 

'aHcmbling to^^coiiiplain of grievances and-fojtition Parliament 
for their redreih ^ that affertion he utteily denied } the Bill 
Vox*. Jfc Y declared 
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declared nothing to be illegal, but whiiil was fo before, and 
fijrely no man would' fay, sthat any mdetiilg was legal w^hich 
was allcmbled or convened for an illegal plurpofe. The noble 
Lord had contended that thb Bill was not ti'alculatf d to proteft 


the perfon of the fovereign, but this a^ofe from the noble 
Lord not reading the preamble : it was.i^ant as an additional 


fafeguard to the Kina:, and therefore A additional bulwark 
to the coiiftitution. Upon thefe grau|)Mf^}te trufted that their 
'^-ordffiips would affent to a ineafur^Pflrongl^ called for by 
ihe^occdfion, and which their duty tB’ ^ ir sovereign and 
then- country demanded. ' ^ 

The Earl of Lauderdale role once indre to explain, and 
charged the noble Secretary of State with having mifrepre- 
fentecl his argument, for the fake of tjAvcyiiig to the public 
an idea, that he wiflieJ t<^ encourage jefiit the laws;, 

whereas he had exprcfsly barred himfelf fem being fo under- 


itood. With regard to the Lontloif C 
perfcdly indifferent to him,wh.et| 


&mrp6inding Society, it 
rtbble Lord thought 

proper to confider him as their | 4 y^ 3 iii^''ahd defender or not. 
He knew but little of that foclelk^but v^at be did know of. 
them .was not to their heard 

imputed, to them that night mmy ^nd, he believ- 

^ the^m to be fuggeftiens 

fiiat fociety and his would not hc- 

amfi^ent to give the piP iw tb the London Corref- 
ppnoing. Society. 

" The Dule of Nnfol\ pbfcrvj^ii that tlie dofirtOe of refifl 


was a principle 


; the conilitution,. and it was 

i. .. - .. 1 - ... . 


exercife of that pnj^'ipWShat 'fhc family cf Brupf#i^ 
elevatioft to tile throne. . In every tno^- 

'^^^tbe right of reiifbncc iiece^t;ily exift j indee^ng^’' 

i^e^f^r.ds proved .u:' ' To,4ie||i?ib«jW» 


‘9 exeri^ 
urgent occafion^ 
ighly improper, v 


ighly improper. Wpmyregard to 
ce their L^dihips haif heard at their 
certainly proved, beyond 


at which* the right 
difoufs it witbouj^ 
appeared to hM 
tbeprefent Diir^ 
bar,, on the fiift 


contradi<ftic4^« that a mol outrage hid been com- 

n^itted upon his Majefty on tbe firll day of j^i foiTion, in his 
paflage to Parliament j every o^e of their L^tdih^ there- 
fore, while they could pot but fiuccreJy rigrct,vth^t fo fcanda- 
lousand indecent |yji^^icycrence to the foveteigi^nd difregard 
and violation (hould have been co^|||ted, would 

heartily concur in tawing immediate meafurcs tb‘^^h'»ark their 
indignation at vrhat bad happened, and effcftually to pioteit 

the 
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the^perfon of his from the poffibllity of fiich a cir- 

cumflance again armi^J’becaufe it was of the higliefl: impprt- 
Uincc, that his Majefty ihould iDt be difturbed in the difoharge 
©rfo important a duty as his coming to l^arliament, nor indeed 
•in the cxercife of any other of his royal funftions. If thfc 
ttatute of Edward the Third had pot fufficientlv provided 
againft fuch an evept, bccaufe pofEbly it had not been in the 
contemplation Ipfegiflature of thole time^, that an 

a£t of fo attpdpns was likely to take phee, the? 

meafure was npfeejflai^^in that refpect ; and fo far, the Duke 
faid, it had his"' <(»|ficurrencc ; but he could not lay that, from 
any thing he had heard, he was reconciled to the reft of the 
Bill. When the attack upon his IVLiji'fty was coupled with 
the proceedings of certain focifties, he could not fee the chain 
of reaf ning that connected the two together. No proof 
whatever of fuch coiineciion had been adduced, and there- 
foie he was not prepared to confent to the whole of the Bfll ; 
but if the noble fecretary of ft itc would give him any prof- 
•Jpeft of its being altered in the committee, fo as to remove 
his objections, he would not oppofo the fecond reading. • 

The Earl of began a fpcech, very infiiftin£lly 

heard, with mentioni0jg.,^p ^Cttfp of his friend Mr. Eft wick, 
whom he deferibed as h^itg becn extremely ill treated by a 
noble lord who f^efidd^; lii one of the courts of juftice, 
daring that he proper opportunity, when his mind 

was tranquili# *d, t<i fiiove, that the perfon to whom , he al- 
luded, (hould be taken into cuftody of the.r lordftiip’s tip- 
ftafF, and l?nt as prifoner to the tower 5 and that ,an addrefs 
be pri^crited to his Majefty, praying his Majefty to remove 
that judge from his office, as wholly unfit to conduef ifie af- 
fairs of the court in which he. prefided. 
r^4arguis Townfendfaid a word or two upon the irregahrity 
orthej noW^ Earl’s introducing anym?atter, fo foreign from 
the fub)^^ 4l|iHler the confidcration of their Lordlhips ; after 
which '• ',>0 

The Earl of Abingdon w’enr on arfd'i^nfined his argument to 
the Bill itfelf, to which he objected, ^ a violation oi th^ confti.* 
tution, and an unneccffiry multiplication of the law of trea- 
fons. Me any thing that the crown lawyers chofe to 
bring iqta'Court, and charge as a treafon, might, by the aid 
of logick,.be tQade out to be a treafon. Thus he could 
prove, that to meet for the purpofe .of obtaining a reform of 
Parliame^#as treafonable. He wQi|!j|^put it f^dlogifticalfy ; 
to refornifi^rl lament was to alter thifeiipohftltutlon ; to alter 
(lie conftitution was high treafon, ergo^ to endeavour to ob- 

Y % tain 
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tain a reform of Parliament was ‘ His Lormhip 

gave a ciirforycharacier;ofwhigs aiid;^(^j[fili aflerting that there 
were difterent decrees of each, the rii^derate and the high or. 
violent, and that, in proportion to ttieir . degree, they were 'In- 
Clin d to pull down, or build up and^upport, the conftitution, 
to ftretch the prerogatives of the crown, orfupport the liber- 
ties of the fubjcci: ; he gave inftahees from t^ur hiftory in 
pjoof of this allci Lion, declared buTjfelfjja m tory, 

v»'h.>l]y tinconnefteJ with pnrty, a^""^ ‘as iiicb,fee faid, he muft 
vote ligamft the Bill. ^ 

Dnh cf Leeds fiid, he had read Bill with atten- 
tion, and it undoubtedly was a Bill of extreme delicacy and 
imjKjirrancc ; is. could n<'t therefore be too carefully examined ; 
in the coinmiitco it \^ould doubtlcfs undergo the ncctflary 
alteration. T he rci'pecr he felt for the facred pcrfoii of his 
Majefty vvouid iiKiucc him to let it go to a committee, 
where it rriipht be fo c]u; liiietl as to adapt it to its objeft. He 
iown^d he did not fee the diftin^Hon, which a noble friend of 
his," the noble Duke of (Norfolk) feemed to have in vieviv 
.when he urged the necefEtv of fupporting the royal autho- 
rity, and affording bis MajeAy effeAual prote£lion in the dif- 
charge of fo important a duty as his; going to meet his Parli- 
ament, or in the exercife of anyoBjer of his royal functions. It 
apj e rcd?tohim,his Graccfeid^linpoiSilblQ the private 

{^ibn of the King from tbe pwlick Hea^acity of his Majeftjr. 

'ffov^ereign being an integral part^f the Ciuvftitution, it 
was undoubtedly their duty to provide for his protedion, in 
all iituattons and in all circumftances ; as much when he took 
an Airing in his private coach, or on h< rfeback at Windfor, 
he was in the immediate exercife of the royal Autho- 
lity<^'1iis way toParliament in his ftatec rriage ; hewas equally 
Ihril^^fevereign, be he where he pleafed, and could not }>evicw|d 
atAfiy timeinanyother light. Wh-n the Bill wasinacommittb^ 
he fbo^d propdfe to omit the woid Government^ in the fecond 
clsufe, where itftood ** thceftablifhed Government and Confti- 
tUtioiT,” as he thougbt'itwBliId be more clear and intelligi- 
]ble without it. ^ The claufe alfo relative to Members of Par- 
liament, he thought had better be omitted. It ftruck^him 
as conveying an infult to both Houfes; but both thefe 
points in ight be adjufted in the committee, whete he l^ped 
the Bill yvould be examined and arranged. With due 
deliberation and attendpn, and diat their lordibips would 
for. a fingle moment, Jofe fight of the imp§il|ipt object 
^j^fore them, but hpldS'Ktrtiftantly in>^mind, that their 
to provide an biSlifiuAl protcAion^for the perlbiial fafety 
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of their Sovereign,'" without vioUtingtiC ii ht** anJ privileges 
of th people. 

Muquis Jownfend faid, he faw nothing in the BiU to pre- 
C nt county meetings aflcmblin^ for the pnrp fe of dchbaat- 
upon j^ublick mcafures* and exprofiing their opinions 

i v.cly If the B 11 h id cnntiineJ any ciaufe or words dmount* 
ill* ro a iclfriction on fiich menmgs, he would hive bc*ni 
a^iinfl; it , but, ftanding as it did, he jQiould give it his ftip- 
poit 

1 he Duke of Bt.dfo)d rof aonn, not, he faid, to ii.tiudc a 
fdond time on their LoiJihipj, but to ohfcive that no <i- 
1 i 1 uStoi y an (wtrS hil Incii ^iVvn to the fining < rgununts 
lint lud hccn uigcdapinH too Jiill , hut, on the contrary, 
i]) u il c le had been taken to mil tp} idi.nd what had fallen 

ii in him and others, audio walon iiom mifr prefentation. 
fichid ilatcd diftm£ily, tnit f ii) a dirional fcciirity could 
b( given to his Majetty’s pr ifon lx v iid what the exilhiig laws 
conferied, the ttieafure fhould have his moft hearty iupporc 
.u d approbation. The Bill, in his opinion, did no*" give bis 
Alijclly any additional fccoiity, wuile it afledied ^he moft 
\ luable n ^hts of Englilhmen, and, therefore, he again de- 
clared, that he fhould think it his duty to give the Bill the 
mull decided oppolition in every legal way that it could he 
&>ppc»rid, and tint in every ftage both in thit lloufe and out 
of It , if the Bill palHd into a law, he mud fay, it amounted 
to Inch an inhingement of the coiiihtution a« no n^an could 
CO c mp’ ate without hoi roi. 

J he qucftioii was then put, and the Houle divided ; ^ 

Contents 56 P 00^ ICS 
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The Bill Wis ordered to be coiiim ttc 1 to-tnouow. 


THE AilNORITY WERE 


rhe Puke of Bcdfoid, 

1 1 e Eail ol Liudtrd iJr, 

T I c r irl of Ab n Ion, 
Vifu>uni (.h Iworth, 


Th? E i I of Dcib , 

1 lie b arl ol f ell or i S, 
Loi 1 V f ( unt St, J Jm 
Piox)— Fail cl Guilui uJ. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Mi 

t kii>piy 


Tuesday, Nov^ nher 10 , 
brought up the report%f the committee of 
oD annual duues of Laud and Malt, which was 
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tLgrttd toj and a Bill ordered to be k*diight in upon th^ 
lame. ‘ ^ 

I'he Hoqfe tben rcfolved itfelf into a committee of thpi:/ 
lyhole Hojufc to confider an ja<3 for the importation of certain 
ft^rts of filk capmred from thie e^smy by neutral vclTels, when, 
after a ihort converfation between Mr. Rofi^ Generifl 
and Sir y&hn &inclair^ it was ordered to be reported, and Mr. 
Rofe focm aftei* brought in the Bill, whifeh was read a firtt 
and iimci and will be read a third jtime to*cnorrow. 

Mr. brought up the accompts of the Cuftoms and 
Excife, and the additignal charges on the Fublic Debt, which 
were; prdered to be printed. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS. 


ierpri,,^^ 
rl^flgihe'j 


yir* Dundas rofe to move the thanks of the Houfe to Ad- 




lis. He Ikid, the ordinary prailice of the 
V, ,, thanks, was not to vote them but upon occa- 
[•ijltm !of and important victory. . Finding, however,' 
iBiat this fule had been difpenfed with nther Houfe, in 
thie caib'p#. {Admiral Cornwaiiis, and conc^fjQg that no mem- 
butwotdd ^|Mr^ tliat the j^jpie at large ihoutd 
. ttie iP luch cafe, tall (hort of 

t, he pre^wllH^ move them to dut effed. 
to ;|Ae hohoti'mole admiriil^S! ’condud, there 
: one : 'I'he Beet oppofed to him was double 
iiNtwithftandiiig which inequality, he not only 
.„J lihetny battle, but compelled them to retreat, and 
vhole of his condui^Wt day, had evinced a degree of 
Jbfeldom Ihewn, and .i^avery not to, be furpalB^ He 
, nhioV^ that thethS^jtS ttfthiiKili^^l^jiW^^ 
Al^iral Corhwal'jis, for the fkill, judgmetii, dSmrminied 
brav'e|’y;difplayed bybim^whenin piefcnce pf afuperior fleet 
«f the ^emy, on the ibth, 17th, and 18th days of June 
lift. 



Granted Nm, Cun, . 

Mr. Dunilas. then moved the thanks of the Houfe to 
;1fae capt^ns and other officers, which ' granted Ntm» 

Cm. ‘ ' 

He next moved a refolution, titet the Hot^ hi^yap> 

S roved apd acknowledged the condud of ftm.'ftanten and 
larines, which was alfo granted Mm. . 

' Mr. Ryder brou;^ up copies of the mMtffes of evi- 
,given to die!^lelft Cofn .Committee of we flock of 
produce of .the harveft in 1795, together with 
■ Mt. the 
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tlie copy of his Majefty’s order of council on ihe 29th of 
July, i795» fof the iuithcr importation of wheat, barley, rye, 

; and other ipecics of grain, which ^.were ordered to life on the 
and be printed for the ufe of the^mcjcnhers# 

'li'ic order of the day was then rea<J, for ti'.e l^oilfe to re- 
folvc itfelf into a committee upon the high price of corn, 
which, upon the motion of the Chancellor ofthc 'ExchetfUer, 
W'as put off till Friday next, ^ ! ; 

Mr. HuJJiy faid, that he had intended to hririg IfpTward a 
motion upon this fuhjeft, which, as the committee wis putofi^ 
he fliould defer to Friday » 

Tfir KING’S PROCLAMATIONS, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day, for taking into confideration his Majefty’S Prof|jU|ia- 
tions of Oa. 31ft, and Nov. 4th, 1795. , , : i 

The fame having been read, the Chance^^^^jtk^yS^: 
chequer role, andl f^id, the circumftances, 

'meant to ground.the proceedings of ;tfaat nigh\Jlpi^ 
deep an impreffi^a^ the oiiiid/oliiipvery 
Houfe, as welF^'^^Vthac of eyf in mat 

it would not be, ip^ar y make 

theft)!.' The ^ublick 'had becomin^^tgnatipi^ 

- that ^ virtuaW^;. belovedr|MpP^^ 
the outra^'^s mannier, 

when he wiai exercife of the great^ and 
tant fundion of kingly capacity, when fie was gbiii|g 
il mbie the great council of the natioh ; tliat great, ahd, indeeidf 
only refource againft every na^^al evil. The firft 
•f every man’s mind, after asi^isttack fo immediately 4 i|eiQ<^ 
againft life of the King of#cfe realms, muft be t 1 |i^ of 
Iwror aihild^efta^on of the wicked, the diabolicaJ^wre^facs, 
v£ho 'in contempt of the refpeef and reverence due ^lo the 
facred chata<£ler of th^'ir lbvcrfejgh^ii).,contempt the 
whole legislature, by a kind of roftcentted malice, direfted a 
blow at once, at its three braiicheSi, in anempting to aiTa^^nartt 
a mild and benignant monarch, who is the great cement and 
center^of dur glorious conftitucipn. In contemplating this 
calamity^ & Houfe would feel that ibme corre<^f ion muft be 
giyfeilllo &WS, at {weient in force againft fuch crimes 
means mull bf^fpund to reprefs the fpirit which ga^e ^rth to, 
fo daring^atfi Outrage, and to prev^^ inch unprecedented con-* 
quences and of Tuition top leading to ai&lfinatioti 

by the niw defpicabl^ as well as t^ inpft Oangiferpus of a!l^ 

modes 
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Modes of attack, agaifift the vital priiltij^ks of the ftatc, in 
the perfpn of our fovercign, 

Ifi under this firft imprefRon, every man fhould think him.-- 
felf called tipon by tKt^jloyaljty and allegiance he owed to the 
foyerci^n Omce^ and affe£tlon to tjic perfon of the fovercign, 
by' the revefenic^vduc to religion, by felf* prefervation itielf, 
and the happipt^jr^^^of fociety^ at large, to apply a remedy to 
thofe very alalp^hig fymptoms, (which, he waa fure, would be 
.the cis%J;a^Ofher impreffion Would arife out of equally 
obvious, nani:ly, that they would do this 
buf^iieifs but^by halves, j and aft carelefsly and inefFeftually, if 
they ^fefted.thcir attention only to that feparate adt, and not 
to th^, VC^y milchievous and formidable circumftances, w^hich 
yf^efi^Otmefted with it, in point of principles, and which 
■piydi^cl it, in point of faft. 

. to lead the attention of the Houfe to the 

" “ appeared to him moft likely to be efficient 
:!ie would not advert to legai,.diftindiions, but ^ 
iociplcs. If the Houfe v|fe%ed the feparate 
of hoi7di';%c muft, and if> 

; tbey f^ Itthe of fuch 

"'uld be p.re vj ^ mMltned iat^^^hc 'next point, 
ipfeis itfetPtW Pp beir 
’firn^Ti was, th^^./lhouM 
feditious ^remblfes, which 
, which fanned { 

and filled the minds of the people with 
ffc bad the moft. indubitable proof to fupptsrc 
him jti paying, that this fenfiment pervaded not only that 


vViewi 
etiorrt\j;j 
that w 
the two 
tb p 
to fat£^] 





kingdom; giid that in ,ho one inftance 


ever Qccuired, w'crd the Commons called upo|t, 
mbre';^ by the wifhes and prayers of an anxious 'Comm^P 
nity*;tha<i thev were at this time hy the whol^r; people' jH 




0 avei[%'ijhefuih% which thofe 
naeli^d the country/i^.j^vj^iiri^ ti,cir further prqcl&lThgS* 
14 ifeli hopes that the f&w felt the force of thefc „impref* 
fions a« forcibly as be did, and would agridd/ to 
fach rtieafurc as he had alluded to, his 


would go to that objeft. It might, pcHiaps, 
men, that a law fhould be prcvioirfly/ti^e fc,,^^„ 

Maj^jfty’s perlbn ; but he 

;'tloWq-.h^id mow' under its confidi^rjatiqn :a_ ^ 31 :';J!^^i^’'eftefti 
, ho[)cd would' foOR be'fei'd btfbrc them' ftStJ&ar con- 

eurif'brtce. His m<uio![^^'^lbei*efore,^"w to alter 

the laws of King's fafety, but to prevent thofe 

meetings, 
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meetings, to which all the tpiichtci^ Hb had itwriidcipBd Was 
7itributable. , . " . . .. ■, 

The meetings to which he utudij^' 4 s^V of 

deferiptions ; under the firA of AK^ ' dwrtjMiil^i reU diofe 
meetings, which, under a jpreteitt (td i^kh jno ttii^s 

adhered) of petitioning Parliainent for right^' ^ i^ich they 
affected to be deprived, agitated <}ueAicti^8^ ^li|;^.jardtitulgatra 
opinions, and infinuations, hoftile to the etiliAmg 
and tending to br^g it into difrepute with the {iOjC^lle. ' The 
other' defcriptioi^ though lefs numerous, not Ie6'‘puhli£> nOr 
lefs dangerous, were concerted evidently for the ptU'pqfe of 
dilAminating unjuft grounds of jealoufy, difeontent, and 
complaints againft the Cpnftitution, of irritating the ^lijiilh.'pf 
the people againft their lawful governors, and of endoi)[iM]^g 
them to a£ts of even titafon itfclf. Both theie Ye^iiiif^'io'n^e 
ftrong law to prevent them ; for, if the afht 
^Government was ^ ftrengthened by fach 
be continued, if hdj^o the utter rpin, dhtaiotjc-tf 


be continued, if hdjUo the utter rttUH chrtaiflty.tf ;iiie jhdw> 
ble difgrace, of 'togtl^try. ' T >' '4,;,.!, 

As^.tpthe firre mtime def^mthi^Sj no . One wouM^'ti'enturc 
to deny .the right the pe^S^tht^ttHpi. pjb 

pdlitital^en and meaflire^ '■tbett', 

right .bf^e^Uprig afl the qiF;,:%' ' ' ' 

thereiMifwn who wbiild 'to 
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for .^iiibr$]f,. the great point wanted at this moment, was a 
more clear and defined pcwer in the magiflrate, difpecP^ 
^ and put m end to ail likely to produAive of confe- 

quences fuch as were already mentioned. He by no means 
meant this power of diljjerfion to extend to Meetings profef- 
fedly and obvioufiy lawful, and held for legal and con^tutionai 
puqTofes } bitt thav tp every cafe of a numerous meeting, of 
whatever 'pature, or under whatever colour^ notice Ihould be 
givtO, fo as to enkble the ' magiftrate to keep a watchful eye 
over proceedings— -to recogntee the power of the magif- 

tragfe tO'be prefent at fuch meetings, and to enforce penalties 
on |b6fe who fliould obftruiSt him in doing fo ; and, on 
wbitever pretext the meeting might be held, if it appeared to 
’ be a kind ( that was likely to promote fedition againft 
Gbvbrnnacnt, "to irtveft the magifttate with power to appre- 
hter^^^i^^.:]^erfans on the fpot — to make any obftruftion to the 
Sp]%l.ftl^^!:fel0ny--^nd to make a prov|fion,‘ that if arrefting 
fhould' ndljb^^ fiiuad fiifficient to difpcl^bithe meeting, th^ 
ihotdd be;dirperfed in mann^i^liid under the feme 

pcnaltiesj as thOfd contained in the RKi|i|pj^rhe Floufe would 
fee^ t^t tbte fatartt^ power in the magiftfiate, while it would 
fiill leaver pnthe one 

liatl4 oh :lhe htbefi prevent abufe qf%* This, 

be feid, was the oiiiline. All "dctoil be wcl# rdferve for fii- 
tu're^dppuffionr ■ -Ki . ■ . ' ' 

tW ptKer defeription of meetings, through which 
of the people were poifoned, M thofe of public 
ld|^ureb> who made the diifemination of fedition the fource 
of iiyHibood — to them he thought it would be proper to apply 
regt^^ons, fomething like thofe that puffed about fourteen 
years ago, in an a£f, which, from the learned Gentleman 
who brought it in, was called Mansfields s and . by w^lch 

■all houfcs whereid l»tqi?tiibgs of an improper kind were' held 
0b a Sunday, wi^rc to treated as dtfirderly hsufei: And, to 
a00id-eva/iQ*n, the clsiife mould apply to every houfe wheSrein 
any people met, exceeding by a certain number to be . ftated 
in the\w> the real family of the houfe. So convtnc0#am 
I (feid be) that there can be but feeling,' 
nion, that feme mcafure of this kitii^ is a 

%ry of « itr/jr /” from the oppofite ficfeJvaiiS^^ 

^ (baken in that convidlion by the lidVtMfe 

/ hear 1 that I am fufe 1 ifeoiild but ol 

thd caufe, if I fatd 0|iy therefore oiSfy move, 

^ I'hat leave 8fe' given fe bnng in a Bill for the more cffcc- 
llPly preventing feditibus meetings and airemblics/* 

As 
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As foon as the Speyer read the motion, 

Mr. Fax faid, he trufted it was unnee^ry for pre-: 

<'ace what he had to f»y, by a declai^po which jhe boped, for 
every member of that Houfe, was 
he felt as much horror at the attempt 
his Majefty as any man in this kingdpipif as, j^ 

man who might move, who might (ecopdf or imo^ig^. fup'- 
port the Bill, which it feems was to b«.,^pered te ■yie^Hoide. 
Having agreed fo far with the*min|.iHi^ that. .iHg^ there he 
muft, take his leave of him« He did iibt diihk he fhoiild jvell 
exprefs his feeling,, if declared that his intonation at 
what happened, evhn on that day, was more than, equal to 
what he felt from what he had heard that night. Tho.^i^ght 
Hon. Gentleman had aflyert^ to a Bill, at .that tinie,%Lth6 
other Houfe, which wahilated to have fpr its obje<9:'.thfe' bet- 
ter fecurity of his Majefty’s perfon, and, on-which, 
probable the Houfe would have feme conununiMh^^whh 
their Xxirdihips... believed it would hp difficOTPr.the 
flight Hon. Ge^l^ail to (hew die neceiOSty BUI, 

if he. ihLeant .to gmito that neceffit^ updn .#e tO 

wh|a^ppehed'<^^(j^li^rftdayf^. the feffion wRS m confe- 
queA^«;m what psjhd at meetjoj^tq y^icb he bad a^pdet^. 
He‘‘^a^^«fbved .'highljr .of wyre 




thp. coniUtuti^. ■ He ,^w mU. ^p^oin 

had ages/ufficiently guarded %d)e,laW;i»,it;^W : 

.flood, ehd.Jh^refofej if the Right Hon. G|hUemiW fI^^ 
opened bis plan, l^ich, he declared, ftruck him withru^^ip#} 
if hejud not faid a Unglc word upon that deteftable . 
flbsdld have given his negative, to the propofleion in qdH^oti $ 
bede(^ the prepoiltion itfelf laild it dowu as an aUbmed'l^, 
dhaf the Uty at prefeot<is infaiheient to prevent breaches of 
thdpUblfe ipsac^. jit was faid, there w.aB.a feditious iheedng 
h^vfe^wivere jn the iicighbourhoed of ^ metropolis a few 
dajiaLlihfete .the meeting of Parli^ii^lt } phat at ruOli me^- 
fng yerjTj sdarming proceedings had'CKUU pW?,. ftriking atr|if 
very .exigence, of Parliament itfelf. That fueh proceedlni^ 
hedlid not knows but, this, he knew, iffpeecheC 
had fuch a tendency, the fpeakers were amb^^ 
.If 1}*od-bills were diliiributed that had 
mh4 the. diflributors were amenable |a the law,, 

tf any. pp|g^had-|b jqondu^d hiinfelf as to be^^ meaqs of 
caurin^;Lt|||.‘;^pk ib affen^led.rto form a refoludoh, having 
fuch a* tendency. He. was a^iitfele fe> the law, and, when 
jproved guilty, was liable’ to LMe^pufes' piiijlBiment. But this 

Z a . . BiiB 
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Bill w^^to proceed i|{>Qn that all the vio- 

outrage oiTered tio| his Majefty was- 

i^Si'jyC'this, of which there., tyas not tine eolour 

of pfdoR'* He ^ jujlipel, 'that the Rj^.^on. Gentleman 
had atfep^^d he k'neor there had been> 

njpDd^wd^dtx^ eo^ififl^ c<)iifQund the two things. 

thi talh of thefe things being per- 
fe£tiy1i^l|[jpP$.i tj^^elfe proceedings were clearly feditious » 


Nmhing v;^a$ inore de»r than th^.tbe ^Ipufe of Connhipns 
^ghl'is^hr to proceed upon any oil^fure tiiat might trefpars 
of the public, without evidence that was clear 
iv^ even in cafes of e];tCa<^<|^.nccelEty ; but there 
evidence whatever to conh^pll^y of the proceeding 
hneeting^ wi'tn the daring inn^toileted to his Ma|e{^ 
Hpii. Gentleman had faid, 
f)ipyen,|,^e repetition of an infulti^. 'Wh"^ 
looiiid. .jwt then it Ihou' ^ 




beaffe^ 


upon evi 
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regard to public mce^gs, for 

of public fobjefist he muft .not p:# fopfefs ^eoitr tft 

ful, but be nnoft allopr them 'fo be to idle 


of public fobjefist he muft .not p:# fopfofs tO l^'kAr* 
ful, bpt be mpft allopr them A^ be *0 idle 

Very ciTence of th^B^iitifo u^elr 

that conftitution, moft of the Utttilwm 
larly owing, llie Ri^t Hmu bpd 

thefe meetings were not to ^ 

be regulated. “ Attend* (faui: Mf. re^fartuin. 

1 thought 1 knew the rights pf rights pf 

£;^lilhmem [j^^AA^Aa prodH^Os «r 3 i of hear! hear!] 
W&t( laid he,* that %: A flip, you foppofe. The rightSV'Pf 
man Is a fentence withput a meatung. Dp .yi^ ^ ibhc 
men have no natural rights ? r If fo, Engli&ineBdA^^paa 
have no exiftence; houfe wpuld have no taiimmos. 

The rights of man, 1 my* ^ clear ; ihtn his natural idj^rts ; 
and, he who denies it it ignorant of the balte. of a')^i^ ^go> 
vernment; he is ignorant of the heft pruicl^ 
thefe rights are naturally connedlcd with the.p^ 

■hiftory of our cpghgiy.” " /.’v* 


Tltp peodej),;|^|pd' always thpngjht/ha^. a 'to. difeoft 

(hi fh^cs n^om'WWib their geietm^ afdTe by ibemf^ves. 
IpAll'Ihftanbesy m a righiip cwiiplam by {Kg^pq, aiM 
fo ipemppArale to ei^er 

pi«t(hdJ^.^;Jtdng’ ^tirivdy-:.'.'.but''hhM$’ 'k. feptiu^]foii^>i« 
not to # '£iriiilfofs hotice be eiveA to a maetibatir, thi|!'% 


itotice be givea fo a n^raAte, 
fsofjfoeir proce^lnK, TWTejWhirA %lm 
ord '^t every man bK)]i«*Thts.txsatid{ihAeL 


ihitn^^!;pi^siyArord '^t every man^i0li«*Thts.|na|dfiblteV 
this jealoi^.4ikh|(pi^W^ tofoma hispwni^inion'onimpri^ii. . 
pty pf ^e prcmernii^ ; and if be ftpuld think thata^y 
. viiA faid bad a tendeia«y to fedition, he had powIf ^ «r> 
W&xhi.ibtn who utthred it. Not only fo, he had {ioA^ri^to 
dyfohm’^e nteetHlg at his own wiH. . *« Say at once, faid 
tfam nfite conftitution is no foniger fuitable to upg 
lay SkOnpe, in a mealy manner, ths^Atpori an ampk. review 
Qrd)d;mi^ of diis world at this ihiOMpneot, a free confiitutiott 
is not fit for you; epnduA yourfelves at once as the fenatoih 
of l^ennmrb didjt lay dovki your fi^doni, and acknowlei^ 
^ accept (^ijdj^pptifin. But do not mock the uitdotfoai^ 
^ flings cf] mankind, by telling the world that. 

tnling me that, if out of the houfe, for the 
fenfo of the public adminiftration Of 
this miuti^K TO foo mdamities which this war has occafioned, 
i ftate^e^ll^bndeby'petition, or make any declaration of mf 
fentimeat4'^%h!ch I elvfoys had "^^ tigik to do ; but which if 
now I dos in a main)^ oia/a^ipeSr to a magiiflrate to be. 

feditiouSy 
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^itioiis, I am to beiu&jiefied to Jieirlialrtjles' which hitherto were 
onicnown: the laws df -Ejnghuid. If in ftatitig any of thefe 
ihines^eotit^of ^ hbulie/i ^nisigiilrate fliouid be of opinio^ 
that 1 affi ibrei|v^;| he.is' to have the poweFto ftop me: he 
may fayM«>*<:1nie^caiiib which you alledge for your grievance 
is ila^ndedj you (9^iWy -rhy what* you fay, jealoufies and 
difcontentS'l^C'aTe itl^undedj** and, if either to his judg- 
ment or to )i^jwi(het!^i fay what Ihould be concealed, he is 
to have a powe^r tb even to treat me as a rioter, 

if j, . don't obey him^'- ' i ok again, if ^ called a meeting 
ofiitdi^people ? — ^Did ever a free pet^’ lAhet fo ?-^Did ever 
:R'*|^?ftit»exift fo ?— ^Did any man evdr hypothetically ftate 
of the exvftence of Freedom under fuch re- 
I ? 'Good, Gpd Almighty^^;("'is it poffible that the 
|S of the pec^le of this country''ft«nild be thus infulted ? 

; poffible to make the people of this country believe that 
any; thing but a total annihilation of their It- 

f^tlenuu) had ne^tt; Adverted to a Bill' 
;li^chhad^ei^‘|if^’'tb ffie.i^lpa^ing pf perils 

jror the difcbffionf hf queftions on the frc^ .wluch 

3)e WM'tp ia'ing in^^U4o^prievdfitthe diu:tjffipji0f;;f]htftipni 
;on;ai^ day ; and<'{^ljl%Vlatd^ w»stQ„be; appticab!d"m ail^^ 
wndiO- Was'' to ' 'he taikm.’ hy'>all > to 

ib«>j|^R>^bitied''Wfaem''i>n«^^ Was to be taken, 
fuch dueftibns MiCHttprodt|(^ 

;Ctw«ffis<l, .beybnd3 Ikili to undernahd^ >- >.]|bt^|p Was hot 
; 4ii^fim[t''-Was to be af^icable, it feemed,^f jpp^^where no 
to be taken, bccaufe, in Arum^^'ribns inigkt;,|« 
jsi^bitmiiby meai».of tickets and they Muft not at^ouh^lo 
beyond. a certain one which me Mtfii%r;|^h^'w 
to.infert in his Bill, unlefs didy Jteenfed^^a’lhi&l^ 
. curate; He woald<^alk again— -W as this,^ or Was it , r .To 

'■bflSyEKT AIL 'ppitWCAL DISCUSSIO*t-WHATEVR^’-''.'4- 

.4 Let him aik wliratx.kfofe this prad^ce? Let.^lm: 
him when this had Obtained- Hnce the rcvolutidh, '^>ahy 
time when this country could be . called a ittie .onei - aiS he 
iWbuld .fficn confeis ffiey had indeed ffieWn^, . 
larity. The people are to be prevented frpti' jffil 
lie topics publicly i they are to .be prevei 
them privately; if then, without this 
.public debate, the grievances of this count^ 
and arc fuch as to call fo^th a genera] iMire tbal^ 
redreffed; what^e^^the pnbhc to db? They 
ie<;ms> to a mag{|kiat^ and^^ihder his good leave they arc to 

'be 



felt, 
l^^culd be 
if 
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be permitted to proceed, [Here there was a gei^r«d ery of 
JVo^ No.] I do not mean, faid Mr. FoJc, ovtrftate this 
power, God knows there is no bccsfion |br ther& 

feems to be fufficient care taken of niafgift^iSl authority 4ii 
every ftep of this proceeding. - / ' 

“ Behold the ftate of a free Englilhteanl, : Before he cm 
difcufs any topic which involves his l)NTty 9 fend to 

a magiftrate who is to attend the dSf^ffidh* ' Thai magiftrate 
cannot prevent fuch Meeting. Gbi^, found law. m 
not, and he (hould not indeed prevent the meetihg. , But. hie. 
can prevent the fpeaking, becaufe he can alledge, that What ^IS 
faid tends to difturb the peace and tranquillity of this realih. 
Sir, I hope this Bill will never come into this Houfe.: . 1 am 
not friendly to any thing that will produce Violence, tphofe 
who know me will not impute to me any fuch defire ; but I 
do hope, that this Bill will produce an alarm. That. while 
we have the power of aflembling, the people will 
That while they haVe the power, they wUl jipt furrtnder it, 
but copie forwardj;shd do themfelveS juRicei! ftate th^ir ab>^ 
horicenee of the ptinciple of this proceedihg ; and thofe who 
do here pronounce to be traitors to their counlry ! If 
thej^negle^ it, ^ this peaceable means^ of dhfaintng feate.fs to 
grievances will ibe alKover. Good God, Sir, what tpa^iefs, 
what frenzy^ hai>veriakcn the authorsof this meafurel 
fuppofe^^fpr a moment that the only objedl Which they" have 
in View is l^e preventing a revolution in this country* J|ut 
that they ftioiitd lUive proceeded upon a^jplan which has 
gard ^for the liberty of the people, no regard for thp j^or^ua 
efforts of our anceftors, no regard for their maxims, lib 'efteem 
for the experience to be derived from a perufal of our btftary, 
bd efteem for the principles and the conduct which has made 
us what wc arei or rather, if this BUI be countenanced, wbai; 
we Wer^! T is to me aftonifhing ! For thus, to proceed to fup^ 
prefs or tb prevent popular tumults, appears to me to be the 
worft and the moft defperate of frenzy. Good Godj Sir I 
1 have feen, and 1 have heard of revolutions in different ftateSk 
'W^at were they owing to ? Were they owing to the free**.^ 
dbi^ bf p(l^hW * Were they owing to the faciUty; 

irfo. Sir, they were owing to the rer 
velfe if we wilh to avoid the 

dan^^'^imi^tevolutioiis^ we Ibould put ourfelve$. iiisa' ftate 
as diffeb^^mn the^lii^^pbifible. What are we ho'w doing? 
Putting Mi^yes in a Obnditioh as nearly as v/e can to thole 
when thefc revolutions happened ; 'particularly to that which 
ai this hour is moft interefting to us> the reign of Charles 1. 

We 
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W« a]] know 'what (hen happened. Was that a time when 
freedom- of debate at public meetings was tba> extenAvdy 
4owed ? of fpeech then too much counte- 

nanced f Were libds then too often overlooked ; or their 
authors infufEciently puniihed? Look at France. Who 
docs not Imdw what the government of- that country was ? 
And who uHlI deny i^t if we pafs this Bill, we (hall too 
much refemble the ftate Of that country previous to its revo- 
lutkm? What produced that revotutionf Too much free- 
dom of debate in popular allemblies ? Too much facility of 
poUif mootings No, Sir. It was their Ltttres de Cachet^ 
and ^^hor means which were made ufe to prevent the pub- 
^ fi^ mamfefting their opinitms 00 the affairs of govern- 
ment* We Ihoidd therefore, to avoid a diflrefs (imilar to 
idieir^ avoid the caufe that occafioned it. Sir, it has been 
- the bb^trafforifttc bkffing of our conftitution that it admitted 
of - vatiout) Ways in wki^ the opinions of the public, nay, if 
^ou pleafty in which fhe d! opinions, the prejudices, and the 
ill humours* of body politic may have vent: and if their 
grievwKes be true, they may be rodrelTed j if the allej^atioh of 
tbem-i^fihe,: the evil of their perflfting in cOmpiaint 

may be prevented bat if you take away their hi^oiitO well 
luioWn and legal -method Of ftating their difapprobafion of the 
aneafuresof govoRMnent, you bring the beft paft dfkthe coo** 
Aitatipn of this coimtry upon a level with the mbft' d^pckic ; 
yoip bring the pec^e of this country to the tefriMe btuiltion of 
have no alteirnative between a tdtal and alje£l fub- 
‘ milSiawftMhe tyrannical adls of government,' and a remedy 
by-rPiolet^Ce and force of arms. - You redqce them to that 
flat® in.adiidl the beft caufe will produce the greateft evils fp 
fopport it» evils which it is hardly poflible for the beft caufe 
. to juftii^. Can ^eie be a^good reafon for reducing the peo- 
ple of tiiis country to this tireadful dilemma ? If i^eir t^- 
l^aints be unfounded, what can you have to feat. For die 
more vehemeikly and die more loudly they expreft their com-' 
plaints,' if they* be groundlefs, tlie lefs eftiedl they will' ulti- 
mately have. But if you prevent difeuffion, if ypu ftbp j(>p 
Ibis vent for the humour of the body politic, ho 

alternative, as I faid before, betweeh abjdi^jftt^ll^l^^Snid 

. violent reftftance. Sir, this fyflem may pr 

ftoiii time } but it iituft terminate either in a that 

will put an end at once, to SU the libe^^ or w^W^ie, or 
in. vic^rijce'and fury: {((''either tifo the alter- 

nativ^' dreadful! and Sltfadtigh i Ictidw that peace and quiet- 
, lieiiiiik great bleffing^ yetj as liberty is the mly ftcurity 

' for 
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for the enjoyment of them, I fliall therefore tiufl: that the 
public will adhere to the beft principles of our conftitution; 
and cxprefs their opinions frbcly upon this ful^eft, not by .the 
will of any magiflrate, for that I know they will hot follow^ 
but as the caufe may require. I have done my duty in ftating 
my fentiments to this houfe. If this bill is to be brought in> 

I (hall then have another duty to perform, which will be to ' 
move for a call of this houfe, becaufe l think that I fliould * 
betray my conftituents and the public, if ^ t did not call upon 
every member of this houfe to attend In his place to give his 
opinion by his vote^ and to be rerponfible to his country for 
the part he takes on this moil important and alarming Tub* 
jedf. 

Mr. Stanley faid, if this Bill paffed into a law we were 
upon the eve of a revolution. He was aftonilhed that ihini- 
fters fhould be fo blind as to adopt fuch a meafure. He pre- 
didted the v/or(l effedts to the country ihould the Bill unfor^ 
tunately be carried into force as a law 5 opinion he compared^ 
when controled, to a fubterranean fire', which operates filent- 
ly and buffis fudd^ly, with eftedis too fatal to be mitigated 
or refifted ^ rnen are not fo blind, he faid^ if laws are properly 
adininiftered^ and their happinefs even parti^y fecured, to 
fly in the face of evil, and rifque all the dangers and infei- 
curity cbnfequcnt to public diforder ; an author of the firft 
eminence, (Montcfjuieu) had alfertcd, that the fiireft proof 
of a Country’s verging on deftrudlion is an enormous cncreafe 
of penal laws; that opinion he alfo profefled himfclf to hold ; 
and on that ground alone, if there were not numerous others 
more powerful, he Ihould oppofc the Bill. "I'hc exifling 
laws were, he thought, every way fufficient to arm the magi- 
ftratc with proper power for the fuppreffion of alHIlcgaf meet*- 
ings. Did minifters imagine they lived in the rnidif of people, 
hoftiletothe conllitution? What were the laws for the piUtiih^ 
inent of misdemeanors ; were they not adequate ? Why ihguld 
laws, he alkcd, be brought ift to authoriie the magiftrates attend- 
ance at public meetings? Do they not attend f can they not;; ’ 
as £ngli(hmen, attend and diicufs, and declare, their free opi- 
nions > On an]!^'fiibje(^s propounded at any public meetings? 
Is it npt their duty, not indeed as fpies, or agents of corrup- 
tion^ but .ifti fi^e >nd liberal men, who go not with a View td 
conftrue al) ffeey hear into fedition, buftohear and be dit- 
paffibnate. Mr. Stanley sidvcrted to a Bill which Mr. A1-. 
derman Lulhington intended to introduce into the city of 
Lojidon, and accufed the worthy alderman of wifhing to de-J 
jprive his fellow citizens of the trial by jury, Mr, Stanley 

VoL. I, 179s* A a ’ " con-^ 
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confidered the prefent Bill as a libel on the loyalty of Englifh- 
men, and concluded with declaring his afFe6tion for that con- 
ftitution which he had been taught from his earlieft infancy 
to admTC, and which he now feared was about to be fiibvert- 
ed; a meafure which would make him abhor the authois of 
it for the reft part of his life. 

Sir William Pulteney (aid, it was the duty of every gentle- 
man to confider how far the liberty of tiie conftitutuui was 
infringed by fuch a Bill. 'The greateft jealoufly, he admitted, 
ought to cxift in the minds ot the people at any infriitge- 
ment of their privileges: but gentlemen would do well 
try, whether this ccjnfequencc would attend the prefent mca- 
fure, before they gave it a bad colour with the public, by de- 
claiming aguinft it as a furrendcr of the conftitulion. 'Ehe 
Right Hoi:Ourable CJcMUleman (Mr. P'ux) had fpoLcn warm- 
ly on the fubject, but he wms glad to hear him, as a meafure 
of fuch importance ought to be adopted with the utnioft cau- 
tion. If a right meafure, tht fooiier it was adopted the better, 
becaufc the fooncr it would prevent the evil from fpreading. Sir 
William agreed with gentlemen that the meafure would mili- 
tate againft liberty, if it prevented free difcuilion :* but if fuch 
afi'emblies as^ofe in quellion were fuppreflld, he begged to 
know, whether the liberty ot the prefs would not pontirjue to 
cxift in all its force ? I'hat \vnr5 a mode of difcuffitig all populai* 
andpolitical topics, Iftiat he thought adequate to all thepurpofes 
<)f the community j atid which he fliould be forry to fee fur- 
rendered. That alone was fufEcient to maintain all the 
Meffings of the people ; and that could not cxift in a icpub- 
lican form or government, in an abfolute inomirchy, or any 
fort of govcrnineni wl:ich he knew, except a limited monar- 
chy, fuch ss we happily enjoyed. In luch inflammatory af- 
fembiies as tliofe in. qucftion, whne fedition was copioully 
dealt out to the multitude, ti. ic ought to be E.mething to 
fave the public mind from imbibing the iniidiou> poifon. 
The great danger of fuch niccrings was, that they only heau! 
one fide of a quelHoh, and iJn.ir ignorance and want of in- 
forn^ation led them on ti> aciion, without confidcring w'hat 
might be laid on the other fide •, it vvas very«fit, therefore, 
that they fhould be fet right on fuch points. 

As for his parr, he fivv no harni or injury to the ftate from 
palling fjch a meaftme as the prefent; but if, in the future 
ilagesof the Bill, ir fliouid bo found hoftile to the conftitulion 
and liberty of the iubjedt, it might be expofed and be hindered 
from pafling into a Jaw. However, theie could be no haiin 
ja coiiiidcring the piovilions of the Bill ; and, if it Ihould be 

found 
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found a prevention for the evil complained ofiand difadvantage 
to ihc conftitution, it could n(»r, and it oucilit nor, to be opposed. 
Th e regulations of policy and law ou^. t :o be lliitcd lo circuin- 
lliiiices arid times, at one time iie obfta ved a people might be 
t/jo r*rih, as in the prefent iidt.incc ; at another, too fluggifh; 
it was then the bufinefs of IcgiJators to apply tlieir remedy to 
the occalicn. A Riglu lion, (jcntlenian (?vlr. Fc.x) faid, 
that fuch a mcafure never was reforreJ to in any free coimtr)', 
as empowered the niagiflrate to regulate popular aflombJies : 
but he w'dhed to fet the Right Iloti. Gentlcmni right. No 
aiKunbly, no meeting of the people, could be held in -^^incrica, 
with all Its boaiLcd liberty, witiiout the piefence of the ma- 
gdiiate. gcntlcnien would fee, was very neceflary ^ 

becauf*, If a pei kiirwho wiflied to fpcak apainfl: the queltioii 
o! fuch a meeting, dared to exprefs h;s ientimcuts, -he would 
be fi>rn to pirces. It v;as then proper that a po^-er be given 
to the ma:>itfratc to f.t fuch aUemblii.s to rigius;.if treafon- 
able pr<>ccedings were the avowed intention of any bodies of 
men, treafoj; ougnt not to be tamely fu(f*ered in this or any 
countTij'. It the magifiratc, hcoblluved, exceeded his* powd- 
ers, no doubt the aggrieved p>arty, by reforting to the court 
of Kiiig’s-bench, would fmJ an»ple icdrcfs, atjd able advo- 
cates, when fuch brilli int talents were exerted againft the 
meafure in qu, {liorL There was no fear, in a countiy where 
every nian was free to publifti his fjijtimcnts and opinions, 
and where juries were the judge-, whether any pubUcatioii 
was a libd or not, that liberty would be furrendvre-i*: but 
then, iftreafonand feditinn v.rctc aiioit, no one would deny, 
the current ought to be fl ^pped ; and if tiie laws already in 
force were found inadcv[uavC to elicit this, it was cqnaiiy clear 
and undeniable, that fome reguhuion ought to be made to fave 
every thing dear to Engliilimen. He tncrefort fhoulJ-give his^ 
iapport to the liiil, b. c..i;.c he thought it would prove a re- 
medy to an evil, with' ut mil :i,gii:g the rights and abcrtici of 
the fubjert. 

Mr, N. B. Holhed faiJ, lAv. Sp^^aker, there arc circum- 
fiances, umicr whicii,iKj unwillingfafs oi public fpcakiiig, no 
coiri'eioulhefs of fleiider abilities, wiil author’zt* n pcrfcvorance 
in taciturnity: w'hcn a town is bchcyd, the moii peaceable 
inhabitant muft occafiomdiy handle lu.’ mufqu^ t, or line the 
battery. I am tiie l^fi man who would \vi£li to picfs myftlf 
forward on the notice of the Houfe, q. take an oiienhble part 
in the bulinefs of the day. Educated in tiic moli: loyal prin- 
ciples of love for the coiiftitutiou and refpeci: fbi the ciown, 
i have hitherto contented myfelf in the lileul enjoyment of the 
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ineftimable privileges of a free-born Englifliman, and a war- 
rantlibre hope that 1 fhould prefcrvc them undiminiilicd to my 
latefl hour. 

The continuance pf thofe hopes, and of that enjoyment, 'is 
fo infu'parabJy linked with the qiiefbion aftiially before the 
Houfe, that I ani perfuacietl our rclolution of this day will, in 
one way or the other, d cide upon them for ever. I have 
then tore applied myfeif wi.h all the diligence I am capable of 
to the coniid-ratipn of the fubie£t of our pi efent debate, and 
I hope Gentlemen will do me the juftice to acknowledge, 
that, however deficit nt my capacity, there is not one member 
of this Ho'ife who has better pretenfions for impartiality at 
leaft of jiKh^mcnt in a ronq-»Uat reparation from ail party at- 
tachment, and a dilavrjwal of all political coMiedUons what- 
ever than myfeir. 1 diftrred intleecf laft Spring, and do ftill 
moft decidedly differ w th the ii:^jority of this Houfe on the 
fubjeef of the war: but 1 liop. In no one infbnce 

have I formed new attachment.', i^r fi'n'akcn n^.y foniier 
private friendihip, in confcquencc of tnis chaiKc of my opi-J' 
jfiions ; and I am now ready, and 1 hope 1 fhall ever preferve 
th,it readi!;ef>', to vote and to diviee with either fide of the 
Houfe, on which rcafonabicnefs and juftice fliall appear^ to me 
to |;reponder.Jtc, 

in orclct, fir, to form fomething of a cfcar and ^onfiftent 
opiniort or ihc nature tnd circumfianccs of the bufindi of 
this da^, it will not be altogether nugatory to take into con- 
fideration, a diftinft flaten»ent ot the fadis that have led to the 
meafures now propoll-d. 

On the 29 th of Odiober, his Majefiy, coming in Ante to 
open the Parliament, was aflaulted by fonic one or other, 
jj^ong a mixed and prodigious crov\'d, who threw a ftone, 
which broke a window of the carria; 2 ;e ; and certaiirly endanger- 
ed the life of the Sovereign. 7 here cannot be any man in the 
whole kingdom more ready than myf If, to acknowledge the 
atrocity of this adf, and to configii the author pr abettors of it 
to the'moft rigorous punifhment of the law. 1 was, there- 
fore,, exceedingly well fatisfied, when I 4aw a proclamation, 
iflued by the Privy Council, oflRring an iromenfe, but nit 
unfit reward, for the difcdvery of the offender. I was ftill 
jrnorc fatisfied when, by a fecoiid proclamation from an office 
of police, I had reafon ’to fuppofe, that this v^retch, though 
liot adlually difeovered, was at leaft accurately identified. 

If it had hern declared upon ^ath, that a dirty looking 
fellow, like an oftler, had been feen to throw a ftoiie at the 
^rriage, and that perfons had been heard afterwards to com- 

' ' . * p) j 
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pliment him on his dexterity — Here one would think every 
thing that vigilance for the public wcul, or concern tor the 
life of the monarch could fugged, would have concentrated 
alh Its elForts. I'he difeovery of a /habby olilcr, and a coach*- 
man out of place (however cautioufly they may he concealed) 
will hardly appear of any conllderable djidculiy to any man 
who confiders the prclcnt accuracy of iiitelligencc, both in 
goV' rnment ofHces, and in thofc ot the police.— Nor can it 
be fenoufly a matter ol doubt, but that it ihefc people were 
difeovered, thuir plot, if it were a plot, would nccelf ri<y be 
laid open and dilconcertcd j and their accomplices, if they 
had any, (hare the fame fate with tnemfelvcs. But at all 
events with this clue, leading to a knowledge of the whol^ 
fUte of the calc, 1 put it now home to every gentleman** 
bread, wluthcr it was not more reafonable, more natural^ 
and ninre confonant to jullicc, to purfue that iiiveftigatioii 
upon the jgrounds of this information upon path, than to tura 
fhortiy round into a totally new path of refearch, and (hift the 
fufpicion to a totally diftVrent quarter. 

X mud confefs, therefore, bir, that when I faKv thfe third 
Proclamation!, that which is now the obJeiSl of our dilcuflion, 
X was mod exceedingly fiirpriied and alarmed. For what is 
the coincidence of tabls on whicn the circumdanccs alluded 
to are atfirnwd to aHimilate — none upon earth that I can fee* 
but a mere proximity of date. A riotous anci ttarving 
mob infult his Maidly, and appear even to aim at his 
lile on: a certain day— a ir.ob, evidently exafperated i>y 
perfoiial fufFerings of the fevered nature, calling to the com-^ 
inon Father of his people for peace and bread ; and on the 
day before, a peaceable iifiembiy of peribns, who are not faid 
or fuppofed to be in a date of actual necedity, and whofc be- 
haviour was in every rclpcct mod tranquil and extjmplary, 
had convened to deliberate on the means of legal!)’ redoring 
their political rights. 

. There is not the flighted fymptom of union cither in the 
principles or objects of the two ai)embiie.>, or is it by the 
mod didant hint infinuatcd that this dirty-looking odlcr or 
coachman out of place had been lecn at the meeting near 
Copenhagen-houfe, But it may be faid, this meeting was. 
neverthelefs dangerous, by inftihing feditious or treafonable 
notions into the brains of an undiifmguiihing multitude, 
and fo fideways, giving encouragement to the blow 
that was aiSJually ftricken. 1 afk, is there any proof 
of this ? is there any ground for aliuming it ? Is it the 
fird time iuch an ui&mbly has been cullcdtcd under the 
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orators of this afT mbly, to have difll*m»nated> as it is urcicd, 
Ixich d.iir erous, JooAiines totally unknown, or if known, 
have the exiftiiig laws been put in force to bring the.n to 
juftice ? Notiling of the ksnd. Other aflemblics have bcCri 
previouHy holdcn on the very fame fubjedt. The fimc ora- 
tors, wliofe names arc probably familiar to every member of 
this houfe, have bro.^ched the fdnie fentiments at rhe^fe meet- 
ings, and tiieir fpecciies have been every wiiere pubbilieil ;md 
circulated, without a finglc animadverfion from any of the 
law officers of the crown. 

This, fn, appt ars at the firft blufh fo fingular a bufinefs, 
that 1 think it will not be amifs, if we analyze it up ns tar as 
W6 can go. VVe niull: then obferve^ that the grievance com- 
plained of by tin)re aga-.nft whom the prefent proclam.ition is 
imm^^dlatcly diredted, are fuch as have been attributed lo the 
want of a reform in parliament: they are fuch, as prefl- 
ing with ex tra<»rd inary weight on the bulk of the nation 
towards the chite'of a former nioft calamitous war, naturally 
conned^ed the idea of returning peace with that of an improved* 
liepretcntation of the country. And certain veiy able and 
dillingaiflicd charadfers of thofe. days fo clearly exhibited the 
connexion between the profitable abufes pf w'ar on the one 
hand, and the relaxc:d ibte of par]ianicnt.iry independence on 
the other, that by vigour and perfcverance they at length 
drove the w'ar-miniftry from their leais, and fei up an admi* 
niftration of their own on the bans of peace and reform. 
!Far be it from me to deny that they continued to feel in office 
the fentiments they had proltfled on coming into power, or to 
fufpedt that they did not deprecate that lyftcm of hoftility, 
which ha<f been lound lo- convenient to the prolufion of their 
predcccflbrs. 

But accidents will derange the beft-roncerted plans i and 
though they had the fkill to evade actual warfare, they could 
not well avoid certain incidental armaments, v.^hich admi- 
niflered a momentary glofs to the languilhing war cllablifli- 
ment. At laft, fir, the neceffity of a real and complete war, 
with all its train of inevitable extravagance, and official emolu- 
ment, was fairly prefurmifed — and then— then it was natural 
to look back with fome anxiety at the circumlfances under 
which their predeceffors in office had retired, and themfelves 
acceded to pofleifion. I am but fpeaking the language of 
plain reason and ordinary common fenfe, when I alicrt, that 
if in one iulhnce tlie plan for immediate peac^ and parlia- 
mentary rctoim had triumphed over an adniirtifttation pro- 
fcffing diamelrically oppofite principles— rthc fame means 

•might 
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might be apprehended, as again likely to produce fimilar ef- 
fects j and therefore it may certainly be ci' emed no nsore than 
mere prudence and felf-dcfencc in thofc who were about to 
adopt the very mcafures they had formerlv reprobated, to lay 
every poliible impediment in the way ot afimilar attack, upon 
theinfelvcs. Confidcring the matter in this point of view, I 
have no hefitation whatever in d«’claring, that the alarm fo 
induftrioufly fpread in the latter end of 1792, againft tlie di^ 
ferent focieries Jinked together for the purpbfe of procuring 
parhamentary reform, was perfectly • wife, confiftent, ana 
natural. The method of tailing out the militia at a moft 
unufual feafon, of apprehending f'midry perfons, and feizing a 
voluminous mafs of papers, with all the well-afliimed trepida- 
lion of an immediate death-blow meditated againft the coii- 
flitution, was admirably well calculated to annihilate the moll 
diftant hopes of thefe focietics in future, and commence a 
reign of terror wliich no fuccceding oppofition would have 
been able to fhake. Ti'hc means were oftenfibly adequate to 
* the end propofed ; and the precipitation with which the sl& 
of Habeas Corpus was fufpended, fliewed the ^extreme 
cagernefs of the parties to take advantnge of the momentary 
paralyfis of public opinion. What followed ? After a long 
lapfe of time, the perfons originally confined, were brought to 
their trial, under fuch peculiar circumftances, of hardfliip^ 
both as to the aftonilhing number of wicnefles fubpoenacd 
againft them, and the unheard of phalanx of profelEonal men, 
drawn up in array, at the bar, that, I think, hardly any l^hing 
limilar can be found in the annals of mankind. 

1 fay, and I am fare many Gentlemen w^ho now hear me, 
can teftify to my veracity, if they pljaie, that even before 
trial thefe wretched vidtims were exultingly condemned to 
the gallows, i'bat the nirurance of their fate was- in certain 
quarters perfectly pio\ csbial j and I now declare my opinion as 
an honeft and independent man, that if thole peifjns had then 
fufFcrcii, not one of us now alive, fliould ever have feen the 
rights of Habeas Corpus reftored to this country. Nothing 
v/ouid have been required to keep up a perpetual neceflity for 
the fuf]) niion, but the facrifice of a dozen or two of miferabJe 
wretches once in a year, 10 exaggerate fufpicions of treafon : 
a precedent would have been cftablilhed (and wdio fo fond of 
precedents as our courts of jufticc) for their condemnation,, 
and in no very long period, popular prejudice might have 
gone hand and hand with the verdiil. ’i'hank God, the in- 
tegrity of a jury impannclled in the metropolis, in the very 
vortex of miniilcrial influence, fuddcnly difperfed the tre* 

niendous 
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mcnJous cloud, and left nothing for minifters but the mife- 
rable fhifi. of the poflibility of an exifting confpiraty witbouc 
cor^pir^tors. By this time the projected war was in full 
effeiif, and any one who will be at the trouble to trace with 
accuracy the circu.mftaiv'es of which I have juft iketcheJ a 
rapid outline, will clearly difeern from the wery nature of 
the cafe, as well as the opportunity take * for this tranfaction, 
that it was planned for the very purpofa of infuring to adminif- 
trarion an undifturbed career in the prnfecution of hoftilitlcp. 
I afliime it as a matter of faft, which every man may verify 
if he pleafes. 

T['hc failure of the prnjciEf, therefore, as it was moft ex- 
ceedingly mortifying to its proje'dtors, muft be expedted in 
“ the fanie degree to have given courage and exultation to its 
opponents ; for which reafon' we ought then^^ to have per- 
ceived the immediate operation and effedt in the condudi of 
the parties and rhrir affociates, of all thofc d ingcrousand de- 
ftrudive defigns, of which they had been fo loudly accufed., 
Whata.w the faif ? Tranquillity in the extrenae^ a. general 
fubmiffion to the laws, and a temporary fufpen(ion even of the 
moft legal exertions of the focicties for a Partiamentary Re- 
form, in favour of the vigour and unanimity required for the 
conducing the war ; accordingly this war went on and went 
on, like that tortficr \var, the oppofuion to which had been fo 
advantageous to the condudlors of ihc prefent. Calamities 
pouted in * upon calami cic*s, expences were multiplied uponi 
cjif^nceS; all the flood. 2 atcs of profufion in fubftuics, loans, 

' and all the endkfs etceteras of minifterial dilapidation were 
thrown open, ami it became ag.hn too apparent, that no re- 
medy Ihorc of a Parliamentary Reform could poffibly reach 
th^ enormous evil ; and this brings us. Sir, to the moment 
of the Proclamation flhw on the .table. We have feen that 
an* attempt to prckluce a complete am»ihilation of the focic- 
tids by an attack upon the lives of f >me of their prominent 
members had failed. , It is ncceilhry tljvTefore, now to change 
the mode of proceeding, and by one blow to quafti the vCry 
cxiftence noi only of ad thefc exifting f 'cietics, but even the 
poflibiluy of any. fu’ch fociety ever exifting at all— .md the 
time chofen for ibis operation is of itlclf fufficicn', in my 
.imnd, to warrant the infcrci.-ce I nowxlraw. *^1 he Houfe wifi 
pleafc to Confidcr h >w very near we are fuppofed to be to u 
diflbiution (/f Parliament^ and upon that ground, pstufe a mo- 
to in what htuation every man will ft and who 

not ilaic as a miniliciiHl camlitl;ite at ihc general ejec- 
upon this head, but to have dropjjcd a hint is 
fiiUjr. fufficiciJt, 1 alErm that the prefent xniniftry, by a Bill 
^ ^ founded 
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founded, bti this , proclamation, will have the efie£tual controul 
over all the elef^ors of Great Britain univerfally, and no man 
can pollibly expeft to be returned but bn minifterial intereftk 
’And now, fir, to -come to the proclamation itfelf, for aught 
I can fee, every one of its fentences is a mere aii^mptign of 
fa£f without any proof whatever. Will tbq hOufe adinit upon 
this Tingle authority, that inflammatory and feditipus fpeeches 
have been .delivered at the meeting alluded to, without any 
formal teflimony adduced for it i Shall we without any evi-» 
dcnce whatever conclude, that becaiife it is notorious that 
one man in a tumultuous aflembiy has thrown a ftopie at the 
king’s coach, many thoufands of men who met quietly , and 
decently the day before are complicated in the tranfaflioh 
Are we not in tull pofleflion of an acknowledgment from the 
crown itfcIf, that under an extreme prefTureof diftrelsy^obe* 
dience to the laws, has been fo general as its par- 

ticular notice, and violated only in a iiew inftftnc^.? Shall we 
not be permitted to afk why ilTue fuch a prodarhatipii if it be 
infufHcient, and if fufficient,'' why back it wiA adi'aft X)f par- 
liament i Shall' we not call for a lift' of all thoTp Juflices of 
the peace and others, to Whom the proclamation i$ addrefiedt, 
that we may judge for ourlelves, whether or not ^hey arei. 
now competent to the duty without farther^aid ? Sh^tlhwe not, 
at^ 'all events, demand a call of the hbufe, that on a. cafe of 
fuch magnitude, in which the whole fabric, of pur cooftitution,, 
as fettled in 1668 , is in danger. Every fingie mbnber rafy 
bp well apprifed- of the circumftances under which his own 
liberty apd!that of his conflituents, of the whole nation, and 
of all their pofterity, is to be done away for ever i $urely, 
fir, if evc^there was a time when procraflination was a virtue, 
it Is now : ^and as 1 have fo long trerpail^ on the patience of 
the i^opfe^ 1 fliall fit down under the fiitisfa^ory convi^Rioti, 
that I have not in fo critical a period ^runk from that duty> 
which on lefs important occafiohsl (hould have been much 
better plcafcd to elude. . . 

JUr. A^aurlce Robinfon faid, he had that night heard front 
an Honourable Baronet, a fophiflicated explanation of the 
nature of the Bill, a circuitous effort to confound its object 
and effe^li infinitely rnore infidious and to be alarmed at, than 
at the fort of pretext of heceflity which the Right Honourable 
ChaticeBor of the Exchequer had boldly and undifguifcdly 
alledgi^.^v ;]^rom the fophiftf^ Baronet^ 

he colle£iteq ^atthe people^giild ^ to read, but not 
to fpe^k complaints agaihft the buirtbeif^ey endured. The 
interelfs of the fovereign were oppof^ tp thofe of the 
Voi.L i 795« B b . 
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people, whereais he had alvirays heard that the foveteign wx$ 
the third brf nch of the legiflature, and was bound to under* 
ihnd the democratital intereih as much as his own. The 
fiiU| they were t(^d, went to impeach the loyalty of the 
people, whOi except a few indeed, had conftantly (hewn their 
veneration, for the foveteign ; and he would aflTert, that never 
had king afforded more trying fituations for the loyalty of the 
(hbje£t to be maniteff^d in, nor experienced ftronger in- 
iknees of their love and atcachipent. Mr. Robinfon 
faid, he Was not affioniihed at die want of manifefta- 
tion$ to fuppoit the Itold afTertlotis of miniffers. The 
RotnaiWy he obferved, felt no furpri^e when Caligula made 
nis hoife a conful, hecaVife his antdotdent condu£t would 
have Juffjfied any extreme o( defpotirm, however abfurd, but 
he did not pretend that his horfe was a Roman fenator. Mr. 
Robinfon ad\^erted to the nature of the propofed imerfercnce 
of the tpagiftrates; deprecating it as an arbitrary meafure* 
He alfo'pQM^tedly alluded to a member of that houft, a ma* 
jgiftrate of the City of t^ondop, who had piopofisd a Bill, thO 
dfFe£i: 6f which would be to aboli(h juries^ or ^t leaft much 
diminifh die be.tofit of trial by jury in the City of Lo^ndon# 
He concluded by an appeal to the honour and dignity of thh 
teprefentadves of (he people, which ought to ftimulate them 
to relift a Bftt« which he could confider in no other light than 
^ an eid^raUe compound of opprcflion and folly.. 

^bt^rman LuJhtng*on faid, notwithftandlt^g the coo- 
(Iderable part which an honourable gentleman had aiSgned to 
him in die fubverfion ot the liberties of his country, and more 
particularly thofe ot his fellow citizens, he rofe thus early in 
tbe debate to fay. that he (hould foon have an opportunity of 
Iringing forward that Bitt, to which the honourable member 

« luded, viz. the Bill for regulating the trial by jury s when 
e meafure came to be debated, it would be afeertained 
Whether the attack that had been made upon him refpedliiig 
it, was warranted or not* When he confidercd the very bold 
and daring attack that had been made on the facred perfon of 
his majefty, and the various polfible mifehiefs attendant on 
that event :**-when he confidered the bold and tumultuous 
meetings that had taken place both in the metrc^olis, and at 
no great diftance fiom it, and that if the defign on our moll 
gfacious fovereign was pot there proje^cd, at was certainly 
W?rtcouraged by thefe meetings : when he looked at that bold 
attack, not felely againft the perfon of the king, but ^gainft 
itht whole conftitution, hb tllought tbe ftrong meaikres ol 
Right Honourable Gsptleman ncceffary for the preferva- 

tion 
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of <|ie . cqnftUu^l^' ;ike was wiping tq gi^ credit ttt 
hffi tife 1iavii^"a«ne(l with due. degw cf 

burhe wduld mt fui¥er thiit underftandit^t wh^h thetlAl* 
iqightv had giyen him as.fhe g^de of ,cf^u^ ^ 
locked up aqd fettered b/ what th(!%<^f|i^4|^ 
Omnipotent had given him an ui)der^d^|i^i^;fl||;ufed ahd. 
exercifed) and it was the duty of every ^a|i ^m«^ |pr litjp* 

felf, and toad as bethought beft tof 
He thought the ftate of d^country itf Charles |,> 

and at prefent was tqfe£||^Pl^rent. ' If a'megatlre w^ piil^; 
on this Bill, he to fey," tj\?it nqtvpijIy'^v^K 

man in that Houfe, but ’pfdi^pns vrid^ut'dte 
feel in common with ^em, and yibuld lament tne^qilri.'Mi^ 
they rejeded this JKl|, which was feunded in f^il^l^l 
womd not fay it would he applicable under any cit^ithftdnjh^ 
hut in the prefent ftafe of the country, that Jae tWM |>^i|!dl/ 
certain when a new fet of principles wo'e wMdl. wOtfM 
oyeiturd hhe government of Europe, if w^e lipt rej* 
ftiiliMMls if this Bill or .feme mealure Umilav .was n^ 
a^6pte4» '4V>ght HonouraUe Gdn^einaih^ (^Mr. 
thould not long have an tj^ifkprtunity ^ exerciHiig his brilliaQi^ 
(alents for die. 'gwd of the countiy. I'bis, in .ti^' 
hpufe, and miHiiooSW it were aware of. ■*•'.- 

The Alderman took notice of the eypre0^ps 
telxtive ''to the, rights of mah, and faid, he i^-po.^^l hu$ 
the Bight HoOsoorable Gentleman was , 

fechd'ooo^d, indeed be was perfeadedhe i^jl' fiajt ifl.ll^^^^^^ 
cnUghte'n^ 'reoinent mean to ^ludc to die cigl^M ttatube in 
oppontioiv^ civilization and fubordlnatii^ 

Luihington' concluded, be obferv^ tl^ ' tp;^wati»' 'wm 
called re exprehc the authority of the where Abt 
^Itttcal but conftitutional febje% Vlff ^Jld iflh^ , 
interpedhd that authority 

reannef, there were qivny 'ahw:.f!il4 bring tht^ 

to i'uftice and aflert the Uberty ofij^^pofup^ 

Mr, Curuun decUued, he.,^e|t''it ,l^s op^ire exprefe h» 
fentiments on this OKaiioft. ETo roan ja|u^.j$rerecated ^ 
idea of anat^ck upon the fever^gn t^ he did; and. j^ 
never contemplated any thing with more abhorrence than^th^jt 
attack^ exc^ the glaring attempt which was that evetpog 
made .pi^dier ree fan^pn. of the royal name tp deprive the fu^ 
jetS; heft,' and deareft . privilege. If ant thi^ 

could ^jijidiiiilgcr the .perfen of hi^ it wfiula in hro 

judgrotuit P that Bill. ^ privilege of a free dir* 

f itilW Pi| # licfcils of their proceedings c«f, 

_ _ bb 3 ' ' jniniltcri. 
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minjflcrs, siprd tlhc condu^ ©f theti^^^^€|jrei)^<iiveS) th^;pe6p|e 
of“^s realm WQre never obliged to^cuf tb i^s of Violence 
iq^Dtain a* rcdrefs of their grievancCjS, and jiencc arofe^the 
feclirily^of tMc^ i^yereigns. It was true fbat the Right 
Honourable ^^^jili^an had fuiHcient caufe to fupprcfs the 
voice of ^ piebfiej- no man had ever fuffered, more mor- 
tificattons{|i^1t ithan^h^^ What was it that put a ftop 

to theltiU^an war? Kot the majority of that houfe, but the 
.voice oif the .peoplp* What wa^^‘^;that put a ftop to the 
rSpanifti ai^mamejjir? flot the that houfc, but the 

Tb pirei^ike this voice inviofetc? he 
and projprty ; and it was indifferent to him, 
aould pafs, whSher the.conftitution were deftroyed 
or an infurre<fticn of the people. Me could 
this Bill to the convenience , of minifters, who 
pbt-a of complaints againft 

tHoitfac^ne; and, as an argument in fuppoc|;^of this 
^ni^tioo, irequeilbd that parr of his majefty’s fpecch to be read 
i;^ich fpoke of the general moderation and good behaviour oT 
i peo^e : yeti after ^this had been pronounced by bismajefty 
ip both houfss of parliament, they were^ called, upon to vote 
for a Eriil^^ which even in a limited and moc{mte extent no 
before prefumed to bring forward. He trufted 
would, ^ uot let it pafs y if they had the 

fee^|^;:jp4p: he was perfuaded they would not, fure 

(the country had only to be appiifed of its dangerj, 

<and,it 

^ ^ Mr.^W^herforu began by declaring, that .'the prefent 
hnd c^^ were fuch as rendered it the duty of every 
fentiments, and it was more ef- 
Jly incumbent dn thofe, who like himfelf difclaimed the 
of^arty ptrirhyxIpOf had liftened with attention to 
^^Ri^ft,HoriourSibji!e,^ri^3V^ and although he cer- 

notMDpdan himfelf with regard to the par- 

ticular provift^QS of the ]$in which was about to be brought 
forward ; he ^^wed of ^e general principle of the mcafurc, 
and fo approving, he was not to be, deterred from the frank 
avowal of his opinioii by tfae lofty tones, and violent epithets 
of the Honourable Gentleman oppofiie to him. 

. He begged the houfe to take a fair and coniiderate review 
of all that had paffed relative to the fubje<ft h^lbxe, them for 
vthe laft thjee years: fo long it was fince attentpts^d been 
linking every Ij^cics of art and induftry i^vi>dHbn the 
of this coiUntry, to jnftil into them falfe jealoufies^and 
and to Cdthite a contempt for the Britifh cpnftitu^ 

tioa 
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%ion^ ain^.iait atJAchtn^ thofe falfe pr]nd{lles .of 
which produced ftioh extenhve mifcbiefs in a nd^bmWh^ 
Oounwy; nor was k, only French politics whic^ they' 
iiTiporting into this*fcpuntry, but, FrpuOh j^loibpby ^ ks 
the numerous publications by which 
feminated, there was a marked contempt 
facred, an avowed oppofition to the religion^ to the 

conftitution ef Great Britain. means , bteeit 

taken to put a flop to thfejGevproceedifii^^ 4ti uain ; tfaefe bait 
men (cemed to redou^^l^eir efforts, arid to IbriyAr^ 
with increafed audaaOuitt^cls* Le^iures virere a 

harangues, delivered of the^moft feditlbus and 
nature ; hand-bills and prints of the moil: atrocibi^ifltlcrip* 
'tion were circulated!. That all this had notds^ft Wtdiout 
etfeft, was but too mantfeff from ! thofe daring the 

perfon of his majefty, more and than had odrilie iiiider 

public difcuilion, which had extft'cd fuch inHi^^ 
und abhorrence. ‘What theli'Wfas to be done.. Wpre thefe 
*men to be fuffered to go on without diffurbanee ? It was a^ 
queftioh which deferved the rather to beaiked, bccaufe tbe^e 
was manlfeljly’ a fyftematic principle, a confiftency and uilI-» 
fbrmity ‘in their meafures, which plainly evinced a deliberate 
and digefted plan of conduct. Were they to be per^j^d to 
purfue in all our great munufadluring towns, Wnaliill^/faadi 
begun in more than one of thent; that fame fyffem of piQ^ 
affemblies, and debating clubs, and feditious haran.]^es^ 
they bad introduced into the capital, ‘ How could ' thW chd ? 
wb.o would, venture to foretell the confequences^ Surely if 
was high time for parliament to interfere, in order id #op 
progrefs of th^fs growing mifehief ; and he thought «dmij|l£o 
tration deferved the thanks of their country for nrakingjtite 
attempt, in fpite of all the clambur they muft expe^ to jraii^ 
amongft thofe who harbour thefe bad, defigns, and afmongft 
others in that houfe, whom he bad obferved with forrowtooc 
but too ready to lend their countenance to them. 

The meafure of bis Right Honourable .Friend divided 
itftlf into two parts, that which -rffpcAed the greater popular 
affemblies, and that which reipefled the fmaller focieties and 
clubs. With regard to the former, he conceived it was by 
no means meant to lay any reftraint on the conftitutipnsu 
modes of difcullxng public queftioiis, and ftating, and obtain- 
ing redrcffs^|i>r national grievances y all that was d|Sgned ws^j 
to prevent the mifehiefs likely to refulc from tumultuous 
aflemblies, and that furciy iii^the.moft bn&ceptianable way, 
by bringing them more under the cognizance of the laws. 



lai^^lMittiiig the magiftrate.. into liil^rginij;. 

in- -the execution of ^^pkwt)^' 
now tiliiPowAiin Ms way, which rehdet^ the exerciiCp of il; 
a^ioft it{n(^aSMiiiUe. , The grand cdnl%utiohal organs by 

forekthcra had provided for the 
4ifcupi»A ^vpt^cai-^iieftions, and the expreffing to patlia- 
Xiwnt will* u^re to remain untouched } he 

adght if^ir {yh that’ they woi|ld ac^ire new Itfe and vigour 
yfheiif iiipfe a|mbU«« mould be under regulation, 

hajMticroadhed dh tMr ufurped their 

wa»-^eady,lwwe»eri;>to that it was not 

dHH^ iSlj llfe'he r^orled to this BiOi ^t was left to him, 
•tpifpi|ADhof difficulties} it the condition of human 
where fo true as in piditics, ’(ffiat it was alipoft 
W^ditain any great gom without the facrifice of 
ibmA dipa&to Advantages, or ^ rilkof poffiMe evil, yet on 
dhb wfaw' he tnoft declare} that ^irly eftimating the advan- 
ttnyito end difadv^tntagvs lik^y to refult from die mealiito. is 
' ^|p^ioh,‘he could not hefitatc to which fide of th» altetoatiye* 
"hh^e ihejirVffirence. i •? 

. llie fecond part of the Bill rdpedlsd diA ^fltous clt^a 
ttfdNddiatii^ fiicieties, and this part of the cafe was to tuna 
dKfl Ipltdinh'. then the other. Concerning tbel^ he thoi^hc 
he two opinions; they mig^t ^ much 
hsddjN^i^V'dbtilddo no good. The caufe of truth> tmd of 
ffif'ffiifiiyffitrn. were hot promoted by thefe ofiembfies, on tho 
were the fure parents of falfhood, ftr^udice, 
'j fnd fiawtot. But a' Right Honourable Gendepum oppofitc 
deipnded t^tn on the ground of their being ue> 
as vento. trough which the humours of .the body 
ipj^e yrere to befpffisied to ftafs without yefiraint: this was 
MtVmyii^uod oti wJtnchJw u^ed to put to reft the queftion, 
Bd t^.liAtfaer btt^ufe : yerj^ fiifiances which the jRight 
^pinowabk43ktij^eman-b|d>;4irfM in behalf of his' opinions, 
hffiirded additia^ confiati^ion to bis own. Was it by 
dedltious cluby^^ kid the Right Hemour- 

nibk Genderoan, 'toA^ ’d govermtient of France had laton 
(defiroyed i Was >t......03s clubs and debating focieties 

'dhat tbe monarchy was fubvertcc in our own coiwtry in die 
^iiae of Charles the Firfi i Had not both X/puia'iX VI. and 
Ip^harkstheFirft, attemfAed to B>fie and and 

«tbef meapijby which cbe-public dtlEcoments w(i|^,fiy|l^fed to 
HeeKdied^^ Mr. Wiiberfiotroe faid} be had alwlYAtcflinfideFed 
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iirtiich migBic bjs freely and 

culS^y fo the {Mipte might be encewaged yf|d^C 

liefer to' bring thieir coai{ilaints, wherein, they imgbt hi^ fare 

there would never be wanting tbofe eritp wqitild j|afi||^drth to 

alTert the caufe of the ii^ored or 

all the natknul humour might be fufiered 

danger, he muft therefore alk the Ri^t Ilbopih|iMi^,|SkAde* 

man. Was there any thing of this leisd iti. the t»itmiittlion'vo( 

France ? Was it not a^tHfily for vri^ of ibme'fuch pravi&aiK 

that the national . dlfi^oi|m|t9, long working feci)ietly, b«|r|^ 

forth at length like with;die greamr^mlpKe^'froiK' 

its having.. Been fd fotig/fepr^ed. -Again, 

Charles the Firfi’s fiihuijuent 'misfortunes be 
difbontinuance bii^rliaaiients for eleven ^ars 
whith a iimilarefFedl had been produced, in 
application waS obvious, and it 'fSa* not kc«iilffiiry.^lt^«im b> 
take upi snty more of their timt'^ enforclt^ a jtruth' whidh 
.tirpuy be .^fputx4 by nonr* who undefftoed ihe Bre^^ 
jtonflltt^on. •> t' 

But i&e Right Hon. Gentleman ^d declai^d without iw* 
ferve, that.tf:hhe Bi|l fliould pafs,'the» would he i totai al^SH 
gati’on of ali tbe Kbarties of the country. This ]^Jn 
anfweibd by an honourable Gentleman, who, 

Bili widr 6qua! violence, had declared that h%,hapli||i|y;;»^'. 

lieved, that' if the Bill fhould pafs die people trowdjijP||^«‘ 

He was fuse the Hon. Gentleman could .not 

tefift itby i^de ; all he could defign was, thailms 

it fhouH p^i would univesully exereffe, their jdft right ^ 

petitianinjg ’bgainft it, and that the public y<|iee,' 

prefTcd loudly, and unanhnoufty, w^dd .wbture its . 

But when it was fo' coniidenidy a^itc% that, .with itcl|[i|b 
club^ and focieties the nattonarlib#tyii Whhld <l^re,''^^ 
muft' yk, in his turn, where i;i^.j^c'natid^al 
ibre'thofe clubs and aiGnnbKes idii||dd/which;Were but'^-li^ 
Origin f But it had been urge^'wna were aeeufing the ped* 
pie of England in genera of dlftftbiflikitr i'^imtto could bo. 
farther ftom ihe truth; i Hfld thHti>«ehaatoa!1y tte fad, ibo 
ihoiild now have been too late wldi' but preventive remedii^U 
but, in tMth, tbb' ilhis the exad time to interfere, before m 
ipoifon had g^erally dtftufed itfelf : but when there woa a 
nutnlair of aShve andfhmgeroas men who were'cndeavoor- 
ing ev'ht]|f;!if|bbre to dttiife this deftrudivc vendK ; 

Oil thh O/boie, Mr. Wilberforce ftJd, his jui3|ti||ht wal 
'decidediy inifavour of the general mhafur^. And^ couH 
ftftcttnly dedate it, as his^confoiontioas opinion, Bile 

' * hi 
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in voting for this meifuie, fubje£t tp fuch irnproveqlents a$ 
it would receive m the committee^ be (hould invigorate the 
ftamina of the Bntiih conditution. He faw the clamours 
that It wpuld be endeavoured to excite, but he legardtd them 
not^ Hdconiidered himfelf not merely as afleituig the cuife 
oi this inonarchic«il or ariftocratical part of the conflitution, 
but that of the people of England, tvhofe rights he was gu ird* 
ing, whole Iibeitics he was piefervmg, whofe happincls he 
was promoting, determined to ufe his utmofl efforts that the 
Cionftuution which) through the bteifing ot Piovidence, they 
had receiviad hom their fordatheis, might be handed down 
unii^pajtbd to their poftenty. 

laid, he had* heard with more concern th<ln 
approbation of the llonouiableiGentLmni to the 
that evening. At one time I c had hc^n inclined 
to augur good from the perfevenng iilencc of the Right 
Honoutable Gentleman, thoU]^ he could ic iiccly n conctlt it 
With his attachment to his Right Honourable Fiiend, and 
what was ftiH dearer, the ties of oihcial conue£lion. He 
ipeaUy thought', however, that the Right HonourabR Gentle- 
niao who mtioduccd the monon had been ftruck dumb with 
ibame. Gentlemen might laugh at thisiid^a, as it was very 
imuihat for the Right Honourable Gentleman to be aftamed 
p[ any but from the ftroncr and irrefiftible arguments 

UJigjpJRjy his Right Hoiwurable tiiend, (Mr. Fosr) againft 
the nature and dangerous tendency of the Bit in queition, he 
did hope thauthey would have produced (omething like con- 
irition, and the abandonment of his pioje£l. He at Icall: 
noped that the Right Honourable C^entleman would bh coi- 
t(j(uced that the meafures he had reioited to wcic too ftroiig for 
miieccffity, and that he would have withdrawn his motion to 
fome lefs irritating plan. 

The ^Honourabie Gentleman who ipokc laft, agreed to 
"^$0 meafitre, becaufe he was devious of handing down the 
' liberties we enjoy unimpaired to poilemy. He had unfortu- 
Batciy to remark tbatth^ Bill in qucAion was one ot the full 
10 deftroy thofe libertiifcs^ ix]ia(much as it makes a diredt attack 
upon the fifth article of the Bill of Rights, which confiims the 
light of petitioning. Hc^ differed alio wjlh the Honourable 
Gentleman in his idea of a confpiracy, wben he infinuated as 
an argument that the gciicial Ipirit difaffedlion bad en*^ 
creafed, ym encreafing, and ought to be dinliniflied. t)id 
iar lOCM to OlTert that it reigned more dangeroufly now than it 
dfid* amhe commencemert pf the war ? If he did mean fo, 
1 ijt was evident that the mmiilers put a direct falfehood 

into 
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into his Majefty’s mouth, as he had expreflcd his fatisfaf^loa 
at our improved (iiuation, part of which was attributc'd to the 
returning loyalty of his fubjefts. If they doubted this, why 
was thcp; not a propofition for the further fur^)enfion of the 
'Habeas Corpus Att ? It they did not doubt it> then it was 
plain that thjy had been rniftaken ; that their coercive mea- 
tures had failed, and that the fpirit of difaffeSiotl was not 
quelled. Ati H »nourab!e Gentleman (Mr. jenkirtfon) had 
averted at thi? opening ot the feflien, that one bleffcd confe- 
quence aiifing fiom the profccution of the war was, that it 
had '^■radicated F'rench principles; it now appeared that this 
aflertion was erroneous, and that after a yiar of famine, and 
another approaching, thefe principles were more and more 
extended. 

'i'he Honourable Gentleman had alked, wl^ were our 
liberties before the formation of clubs, which he%e!ieved to 
be of novel cxlftencc ? He would remind him, that fince the 
revolution, clubs had always cxifted in a greater or lefs degree; 
*and that the Honourable Gentleman himfclf had of laic years 
belonged to almoft every one of them ; but unhappily there 
were fiich frequent inilanccs of Aiort memory in the Right 
Honourable Gentleman oppolitc, that he was not furprifed to 
find his colleagues had caught the contagion. He, afleed the 
Honourable Gentleman, whether he had forgot that was 
one of thofe perfons who had formerly alTociated for at parlia- 
mentary reform ? Whether he had forge t his afibciations in 
Yorkihire, and againft that India Dili, which he now, with 
many other perfons wlio formerly oppof d it, as ftrenuoufly 
fupported ? Whether he forgot his affjciation for the abolition 
of the flavc trade, which he was forry to fay had not yet been 
carried into effect ; and whether, without aflbeiation, He Ihould 
have been aide to have done what he did ? 

He reminded an honourable magiftrate (Mr. Alderman 
Luihington) who had declaimed againft reformers, and pro- 
tefted agaiiifl looking up his intelledls in a ftrong box, in 
deference to his great grandfather, that he had alfo once been 
an advocate for Parliamentary Reform, and as he thought 
that at Copenhagen-houfe the attendance of a magiftrate was 
eHential, Jo Mr. Sheridan thought th:tt the attendance ot the 
Honourable Gentleman in future with the friends of the peo- 
ple which was a name he had probably an averfion to fiow, 
would be of very gr^’iit advantage, as they 11101114*^ not only 
have the attendance of a very TJealous reformer, but aiiaagif- 
tratc in the fame perfon, only they might wUh to difpenfe with 
biS bevy of conllablcs. 

V OL. I. 1795. C c 


Another 
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Another ;c»it]cir.an (Sir Vv'iiliam Pultency), hac! treated the 
fiibjccl with levity by obferving, that in America it was ufual 
for a magillrate to ..ttcjul every public affcmbly^ by vv^y of 
ieitirjg the people know both fides of the queftion, and felting 
them to rights. Hence it was dear, that in Kiv^land, his 
woilliip was not to be appointed to atund all j>ublic meetings 
fo much as to take up the orators^ as to take up their arfju^ 
meut. Accorditig to this mode of reafoning, our liberties 
were ro be prefer ved by confummate argiicrs and logical ma- 
gillratcs. He defired thchoufe however to recollect what the 
inagiftrates arc in Wcflmin^er; For inilance, wlio are to be 
critrufted,wiih this authoiitv? They arc not like the gentle- 
men of that houfc, of independent fo: tunes, and admiijiflcring 
juftice gratuitoufly on their own dbaies, but paid creatures, 
penftoners, and depciidents on rniiiilicrs. ! :e rcccllc^lcd on a 
former daf^ when the propriety of cntridl-ing rxjwcr to the 
difcretion of fuch place- hi ni ter.'* was dilcuilcd, that the Right 
Honour.dile Secretary at War was a molt violent oppoler of 
throwing fo much authority into the hands of venal depen- 
dents. " "Jhhen what is to be done to render them (it for their 
offices? Firll: you muff give them independence, then inte- 
grity, aiiJ lalliy t:dcnts, or ihcy will never be able to diferi- 
minatc. Let us confidcr alfo how tlicy are to be attended. 
If any one of the oratoi.^ in tiic h^ at o( Ins argument fliould 
nfc a f d^iious word, o: one v/nich the n.a conftruCsS to 
be fo, if he fhouKl be u n.ir'cii.s, and not irnaaediatcly dcfift 
whcii dcilrcd fo to do a‘.t is to be read, and ioilowed 

by military c\ectition. reiiiaikcu that reformers in ge- 

neral were not veiy ready to auend to a e/ atle hint, and here 
there was but one alternative, f -r if thv migiih/.tc did not 
find him paffivc and obedient, wdien Livm hnn to i he 

was to knock him down. The li: 1 ..roiiit, as a 

remedy for apy ab ifc in this aul’nor*')', iiut.d that the 
magiftratc was amenable to the L:\vs, luit (uicly he had not 
thought of the expence or inconvenience atte.iding fiich a 
rcmed)A or he cou’d not have mentioned . To lati .fy the 
members of the meeting too, if their intentions Jind behaviour 
were adjudged to be peaceable, and not to complain of iiii- 
nifters or their mevf ires, t .ry niiglit cull another meeting 
another day. Here was more trouble and inconvenience. 
Befides, how many magi (b ates were to be employed to dif- 
petfe a large aflcmbly? He fuppofed they were to be procured^ 
as, to the great fhamc of this country, army furgeons had been, 
by advertifement, and we might ihortly expedt to read in the 
public papers, “ Wanted an immenfe number of magiftrates, 

to 
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to prevent the dlflemination offeditious dodrines, and fet the 
people to rights.” 

"V\c this rate not a rcTpcflallc and independent man in 
Etv^land wowld be found in the magiftracy, but afliamcJ of 
having their names Iccii there, would ivfign the bcncli to a ill 
of hi led venal Jeptndriiis. 

With regard to llie afault upon liis majefty, he was totally 
ignorant of it on the evening it happened, and when he cti- 
tered that houfe, had heard of nothing except fome clamours. 
But he hoped he might yet fpeak freely, and he did then in 
Ills loul and confciciice believe, that all the tumults had been 
raifed by that immenfe army of fpies, which had been dif- 
banded. When they found that the Habeas Corpus aft was 
no longer fufpended, that no attrocious afts had been com- 
mitted, that his majefly had exprefl'ed his fatisfaftion at the 
returning loyalty of the people, and that it had been declared 
ill that houic, that French principles were eradicated by the 
*j)oor having no means of fubfilfcnce, and confeious that any 
violence on their part would not be ungrateful to minifters, 
fo long as it furntlhcd them w.th a handle to lop away the 
liberties of the country, it is hut natural t^ fuppofe that they 
committed the outrage which they have induifrioully attri- 
buted to othrrs. He concluded a moft pointed fpccch by 
declaring he hoped the houfe would not fuffer fuch a libel 
as this Bill to pal.^; for if it were to pafs, he (hould think it 
unworthy to make ufe of that cxclufive privilege which is 
allowed to the members of that houfe, to be the prattling re- 
prefentative of a dumb and endavLd people, 

Mr. Martin laid, this was not a time to make proportions 
of loyalty, upon which minillcrs fo evidently practiced every 
<lay; no man could lament more than he did, the daring out- 
rage that had been ofl'ered to m.^jefty and he revered the 
tamily on the throne. He believed in his confcience, that 
t.ic Right Honourable Gentleman had taken advantage of 
what had happened, to roufe a fpirit in the country to fupport 
toe intolerable mealurcs of government. He had long iore- 
feen what was going forward, and there wms no profpeft of 
their getting oat of their difficultiv-s. Such a military foice 
was eitablilhed all over the country, that he feared much blood 
would be (bed before the nation c(»Lild regain its liberties, and 
defend the conftitution* Every town in England was full of 
foldiers. In his return to London, it had been his cidfom, he 
Lid, to pafs through Oxford, at which univerfity he had re- 
ceived his education, as a place where he hoped to enjoy a litde 
xepofe from the feenes of adlivc life. But he of late hcaid 

C c 2 muie 
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mere drums, trumpets, and fifes there, than college bells. 
Many proud, pompous buildings in ihc county had been 
converted into barracks. IJe rcincmhcrcd the dav when no 
member of that houfe would have dared to propofe Inch a 
ineLifiire. He concluded with faying, that ihefc were the few 
(.bfcrvaiions which occurred to him, and he mentioned thent 
in the fulnefs oi his heart. 

'rjie Secretary of J I 'ar (Mi. Windham) faid, he Iiad heard 
rruKh of alfcrtion, that the libcities of this country were gone, 
and ih'rit the people were cnAaved ; but thefe allertlons had 
been fupported by very little reafoning. The Honourable 
Cientlcmen, on the other fide of the houfe, had long been too 
much in unifon with the feelings and fentiments oi the people 
wiio compofc fucli meetings, and therefore it was not at all 
fnrprifing that they fliould* exprefs the fame feelings on this 
otcafion. It was not, however, from fuch opinions, that thc' 
lioiife was to form its ideas. No man could doubt but that a 
number of men in this country were engaged in dcfigns to 
fiibve. t the conflitution. Certain gentlemen exulted at 
that circumdance. Eb wiflicd them joy of that exultations 
but he could not fliare.it with them. He faw it with regret, 
and it was with regret that he attempted a remedy. If thc 
Jaw at prefent did not reach thofe focietics, it was fit they 
fliould make a lav/ for them. The principles adopted by 
thofe focieties went diiedfly to the deflruction of the confti- 
tution. Whether certain do*Flrines had niailc a progrefs in 
the country, and W'hether they wxre attended with danger, or 
were likely to be fo, was the iflue between them, and on 
which he called for judgment. When in the fecii gs of every 
body the w'holc world had confcffedly undergone 21 eat change^, 
the fTonourablc Cjcntlemen on thc other fide of the houfe, 
feemed to have forgot tiierc was fuch a thing as the French 
Revolution, the greateft fabric, as had been iq^irercnted, 
which hurn.iii wl/dom ever founded on human virtue. Look 
at thc authors and fupporters of this fyftem itfelf, and every 
inan mu ft fee they had the ambition to produce even a greater 
chairge in the world, than was produced by iis convcrfion 
from raganilhi to Chiiftianity; or by thc Saracens under 
-Mrdioincr. I'he prefent leaders of France had annulled treaties 
jn a thoiikmJ inllanccs. hey were not to be bound by the 
old nnifty maximi of Grotrus and Puffendorf. They had en- . 
deavoured to exterminate all traces of ancient inftitutions, and 
had attempted to make the world adopt a new principle. 
W^HHk^e a country in Europe, fafe from the poifon of tliefe 
or which had not felt the eSed of this great de- 
mocracy* 
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mocracy. Where not the p»-inciples openly avowed in every 
country, and acled on by men of information and talents? It 
wa? evident there was a fet of men in this country, who 
openly profclTed an attachment to the French Republic, who 
wiflied them Tuccefs, and only waited for an opportunity to 
co-operate with them and join them. What was the cafe of 
iloHand? Was it an entire conquefl, and v^^as there no 
French party in Holland? Was even America feeure againft 
the propagation of French principles ? Did any man before the 
])rcfent moment hear of an unjulf war againft France? He de- 
fircd the houfe to cxaniric the French Revolution, and then 
to !ay whether that war v.^as not juft, which v.^as undertaken 
againft robbers and murderers, and thote who were guilty of 
every crime that ever blackened human nature. To fay that 
luch a war was not juft, was an outrage againft the common 
fenfeoF every man. 7'hcre never had been a period in the hif- 
tory of this country when Aich opinions weie entertained, and 
it was fclf-evidcnt, that the progrcTs of Jav\ s and of crimes muff 
go hand in hand. When new offences occur, new l;uv> mini 
be enacted to meet them. 7die cudy quefhon v/a*;, wherner 
this remedy was to be applied, or whether t.'iofr focieties and 
their meetings were to be permitted to go on pieachhig fedi- 
iion and treafon as much as they pleafed? 7'hcy had circu- 
].«ted hand-bilF and papers of a nature too fcanKlalous to be 
ftaied. They mcntioncfl dirc£F!y the afladi nation of the (o- 
vereign, and this was follovved in a few days by an aitua! 
attack on liim : yet ceitaia Honourable Gentlemen did not 
think this mcafurc oF fafety advantageous to be adopted ; and 
law no conn^ Jion between the language held at thefe meet- 
ings and that attack. No government that ever exifted per- 
mitted fuch meetings ; and as an argumcntujn ad homhum^ 
the glorious fyftcm of new French liberty did not admit of 
them. The moment a man faid any thing the leaft obnoxious 
to the govtrnmenf, they took a fliort metf»od with him, anJ 
cut off his head. Mr. Whidham made other ingenious and 
pertinet obfei v\.tions. 

Mr. G/vy, chaiged the Right Honourable Gentleman who 
fpoke laft, with having accuFcd his honourable fiiends who 
oppofed the motion, of bringing lorwaid afl'ertlons only in 
lupport of their oppofition, he therefore expeded the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman w'oiild on his part have produced ar- 
guments that might be thought of weight. How very great 
then was his aftoniih ncnt, when inftcv.d of arguments', he 
found the Right Honourable Gentleman’s ipccch was made, 
up wholly of iiiicrtions. He was at all times happy to hear 

the 
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the Right Honouriible Gcntlcmnn, vwho ekher diJ not poflVfs 
the confidence, or was not acquainted with the crafty wiles 
of minifters. For this lie was not forry, i^s tbfrir inconfiflency 
iind ih'urd'ty of cmidiici; appeared more clearly from tho 
Right iIonoLirahlc Gentleman’s fpeechc''. 'l\h# dccimc and 
aifjinatjon of violent democratic principles lir.d on a fonivT 
occafion been much d\^cit on, as the happy effedl: of the war, 
yet at tiiat moment, the prevalence ot thofe \cry principles 
was made the ground of the R:ll ppipoled by mmifleis- 'I he 
Right H;:nourablc GtiitlcmiLii had rung the alarm bell f> 
loudly and eft’ediualiy in ord.! lo prevent the diiTemiitalion 
of thofc piinciples, that he had n'^d himlclf out of all 

the principles which he formerly pollclled. It was :irgiicd in 
favour of the motion, that tlie ipint of turbulence and difcon- 
'teni was cncrcafing among the people of this country, and the 
Bill intended to be brought in by mi:.:iters w.:s thought a 
licceflary meafure to fecare the conflitut«on from invafion. 
He was ready to allow that difeontent, and that of a very 
alarming nature, prevailed in the nation, but could it, he afked, 
be :if!r:butcd to the puiiciples which had been fo frequently 
held up to the publick deteftation ? Certainly not. If pro- 
perly traced, it would be found to originate in the corruption 
and folly of iriniflers, who by plunging the country into an 
unjuft war, produerd calamities widen they were unable to 
alicWiatc or redrefi^. But taking leave of French prin- 
ciples, he would examine the outlines of the Bill, as ftated by 
the niiniflcr. It was urged, mat there were not only difeon- 
tented men, but traitors in the country, who fought in the 
moti daring manner to drflroy the coinlltution, 1 hat thtic 
were fucii v.?rctchcs he would leadily avhivt, wrctch/j*;- of tlic 
nioft bafe and abominable Id:. cl, who ftro\v‘, by the 

moft atrocious means, to fubvert tiic coiiHituti^^ii ; he would 
not name who thofc traitors Wv'^re, nor m what filiations they 
were placed, but he v.’as convinced, tlnit if fuffered to proceed 
In their iniquitous plans, they would inevitably produce the 
drear] fill efteds which were fo much affeilcd to be appre- 
hcr»ded fiom popular meetings and private clubs. Mr, Grey 
declared, he coidd nor conceive any conneciion between tnc 
meeting at Copenhagen houfe and the outrage which had 
been committed on his majefty's peilbn; fo far from it, he 
faid, he would rather incur the imputation of adting with 
thofc men to whom minifter.s alluded, than fuft’er tha motion 
made that nJ^lii to p. ik witliout his moii marked difipproba- 
tion i cojn.d. 'iiig it as he did, a> an attempt to rob the 
people o! tiicii deuictl rights and c;i.‘)hVC the natioji. 


He 
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He declared he had not read the fpccches which were de- 
livered at Copenhagen-houfe ; but fince the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman had alluded to the perlons who were acquit- 
tcdln the trials for iedition, he would take that opportunity 
to fay, that he exulte'd in their acquittal, and confidered that 
Britilh liberty was, in that inftance, by the conflitution il ex- 
ertions of a jury, rcfcujd from the moil flagitious and daring 
attack, ever m ide on it. He believed miniltcrs were deeply 
atTecled that they had jiot fnccecJcd on that occalion ; but it 
appeal ed from the prelent motion, that they intended to enfure 
their fuccefs on a future dav. ‘‘ Are not the laws, as thev 
now ftaiul,’’ exclaimed Mr. Grey, fuifleient to prevent or 
ln[)prers fcciltious meetings? What tumult occurred in con- 
i'equencc of the meeting at Copenhagen-houfe? Was not 
governn.enc fully enabled by the afiiflancc ol the civil and 
military power to quell any riot that might have happened ? 
But the event of that afl'cmbly was, it would appear, TiOt 
confonant to the expectation of minifters. ^I'he people af- 
femblcd and difperfed in the moft peaceable manner, and the 
ipecche?. dcliv'^ered there, of which llich artful ufc is made, did 
not excite the Jeafl: commetion. 1 he iiipporters of the motion 
talked of their love for the conftiiulion, and their dclirc to 
preferve, bv lo ftrangc a meafuro as was that niylit propofed, 
the liberties of Jlngliirimcn. , Such declarations he mult coii- 
fidcr as fufpicious. lie ielt at the momcn* they praifed them- 
felves for their aclheiencc to the purity of the conltiturion, 
that thev’^ meant to wound it in its moft vital part. An Ho- 
noural'le Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) had obferved, by 
way of palliating the evil propofeJ, that in this country the 
liberty of the prefs was prcfcivcd in its fulleft extent. Ought 
wc* theiefore to be deprived of the liberty of fpeech? It had 
been prclied as an argument, that government could not be 
fupported by other means. If it could not be fupported by 
otner means, the qucltion naturally arifes, fhould it be fup- 
ported at all ? 'I'hc bell governments would occafionally 
excite diicontent ; and why fhould not a government dif- 
graced by minifters, whole bafenefs and folly have degraded 
the country, whofe foolifh and ruinous fyftem has univcrfaily 
propr.gafcd difeontent and every where produced the fevereflb 
reprobafon of their meafures, produce the fame effe£I in a 
more eminent degree. The Right Honoura'dc Gentleman 
who fpoke Icift has obferved, that a legular plan, of attack 
was formed for fubverting the conftltution, and that the fame 
manner of proceeding was adopted, that I'.ad caufed the re- 
volution in France. What, uid Mr. Grey, is the fyftem of 

defence^ 
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Jefcjice, what are the ta6tics with which this attack is to 
repelled? Minifters propf>fe to crufli the people, aud 
«iuft nt’ccflanly deftroy the conlf.rution, under th^ fiimly pre- 
tence of i^cfendmg it; a dangerous plan, a plan ^.inlikcty to 
fucceed, it being infinitely more pro jj Me that *hey will ciufh 
tbemU'lvcs. Mr. Grey concluded *>; obfcrv'iig, that he 
would cu every occafion oppofe fo dcteftahle a meafure.’ 

Mr. Montague aetjUHted minifters of inc^Mifiiiency, and 
contended that the objed of the meetings alluded to, was 
hut too evidently to lubvert the conflitution. 

Mr, Buxton faid, 4 or 500 people had afllmbled in his 
neighbourhood, who, he* was confident, had it not in idea 
to amend, but to overturn the conftitution. To effedf this 
was clearly the obje^ft of moft of thofc popular meciings. 
He would therefore give his fupport to the liill^ but hoped ijt 
would be repealed when tlic neccllity of the times would no 
longer j ufti fy it. 

My, B^'uveric faid, he would vote for bringing in the Bill,' 
but fhould oppofe it in its future progrefs. 

The i Jouk* then divided on the Chancellor of the Exche-' 
quer’s motion. 

Jres - - 214 

\ces - - 42 

Alajoiity - J72 

CALL OF THE HOUSi:. 

Air. Fox with his ufiial energy urged a variety of rcafons 
to prove the neceffity of a call of the houfe previous of the 
ultimate decifion of the houfe on a Bill of fo much import- 
ance, He concluded with moving a call. 

Mr. Secretary DunJas faid, he would not oppofe tlie call 
though, in general, he thought a call r f the houlc cither nu- 
gatory or haraflxng. In this particular inftance, however, it 
might be proper, as he was willing to owm, that unlefs it was 
obvious that this Bill had the concurrence of the majority of 
the people of England, it ought not to be pafled into a law. 
That it wmuld be. found to have fuch concurrence he had no 
doubt, having been belicged in his office, for months paft, 
with applications for fuch a Bill ; and it was by the advice of 
a number of gentlemen) that minifters had at length brought 
it forward, 

Mr. Sheridan hoped and trufted, that before the Bill, 
which would ftnlce fo fatal a blow at the freedom of Englifh- 
meoj was brought in, tho voice of Liberty v/ould be heard 
. / from 
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froiii every corner of the kingdom, deprecating an evil fo ru- 
inous in its confequences. Minifters, he obferved, feemed 
dbfiroiis to fhift from themfelves the infamy of this meafure, 
by faying, they had been*advifed to bring it ward many 
months fooner. He could fafely charge them with the moft 
glaring inconfiftency, fince in the firft inftance they declared 
the outrage committed on the perfon of the king to be the 
ground- work of the meafure, and immediately afterwards ad- 
mitted, that they had fuch a Bill in contemplation before the 
outrage took place. The attempt to conceal the authors of 
the. Bill, was an acknowledgement, on their own parts, of the 
moft dangerous tendency. They wiftied to make it doubt- 
ful from whence it came. He had no doubt but that, if time 
were given, the Honourable Gentleman would find the opi- 
nion of the public very pointedly exprefled, and vtry loudly, 
againft a Bill which ftruckatthe foundation of Britifn liberty. 
A Bill which was called for by no circumitances, except 
what he believed minifters called, the providential outrage 
*on his Majefty, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer^ in anfwer to the charge 
of inconfiftcncy, fud, the late atrocious attack, perhaps, had 
expedited the Bill, and made the fentiment general, as to its 
immediate neceffity j but many gentlemen of high authority 
had before confidered it politic and expedient, and poflibly 
it would have been produced if no fuch accident had hap- 
pened. Where then was the inconfiftency ? But he thought 
a call of little avail when he looked round and faw fo full 
an attendance. With regard to the call, he would only fay,’ 
that he would not oppofe it ultimately j but as gentlemen had 
f:iid that the objedlioft was to the principle, and not to the de- 
tail in the committee, the principle might as well be difeufled 
Oil the third reading as at any other ftage. He thought it 
would not be doing his duty if he admitted of any delay, ^nd 
therefore he gave that notice, that the Bill would be pro- 
duced in a day or two, that it would be read a firft and fe- 
cond time, and go through the committee before the call. 

Mr. Grey thouglu it would have been the higheft aggra- 
vation of the injury when the people were to be deprived of 
their liberties by this odious meafure, that they (hould not 
have the confolacion of having the colle6live opinion of their 
reprefentatives, but diat it fhould be triump^iantly carried 
through by a miniftcrial majority ; that he trufted minifters 
would find the ftnfe of the nation on this moil: deteftable Bill, 
as pointedly declared as it ever was on any queftion. The 
Honourable Genileman had more than once found that the 

VoL. I. 1795. Dd majority 
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majority of that houfe did not fpeak the fenie of the nadon ; 
on the Ruffian armament, the voice of the people loudly de* 
dared had faved the nation from a waVy in which the mafority 
of that houfe^ould have involved U8« The Honourable Geiv 
tleman was at times for the majority of the houfe againft the 
voice of the people— at others, for the voice of the people 
againft the majority, as the one or the other would beft fuit 
his purpofe. He now looked round to the prefont attendance, 
and faid, there was no reafon for a call. What was the at- 
tendance ? not one half of the houfe. Surely the people of 
England had a right to expert that a Bill of fuch dreadful 
import (hould at leaft be difcuiled in a full houfe. He affiired 
the honourable member, that he flaould oppofe it in every le- 
gal way, both in that houfe and out of it ; anci that he hoped 
this laft ftruggle for the rights of Englidimen would be made 
with firmnefs. 

Mr. Maurice Rohinfon joined him in laying, that he hoped- 
time would be given at leaft to uher the la& bitter groans of 
expiring liberty. 

Mr. Fox took notice of Mr. Pitt\s aflertion, that he fiiould 
not think it ncceirary, on account of the call, to delay the 
ftages of the Bill. Mr. I"ox faid, he hoped that more rclpccl 
would be paid to the reprefentatives of the people, than wan- 
tonly to hurry through a mcafure of this kind. If the call 
was important, it was that they might difeufs the Bill in all 
its ftage«!, and particularly in the ftage ufual for difeuffing the. 
principle. 

Mr. Sheridan faad, the Right Hon. Gentleman, by hurry- 
ing the Bill through the committee before the call, did not 
.treat the abfent members fairly; they were left in the clifa- 
.^reeable dilcmm^^ of fwallowing that inoft fatal poifon to Bri- 
tiih liberty altogether 3 or entirely diffenting from the Bill. 
Many of the ^b^ht members, like himfelf, would, if they 
could not fucccfefully oppofe . the pei'nicious principle of the 
iSill, yy, ifpofliblc, to take out fome of its fling, when it was 
in the committee ; for his own part, he thought it neceflary 
to. declare, that he ihould not content himfclt with oppofing 
the principle ; he Ihould oppofe the Bill in every ftage, in the 
committee as well as out of it 3 and in the detail as well as 
the principle. 

The Cbancclhr of the Exchequer faid, he only meant that 
there was no occaflea for delay 3 the call did not prevent 
gentlemen from attending before the third reading. I'hc Bill 
Woiiild he ready to come into the houfe in a day or two, and 
tfteo ,&«!?; tnlghc proceed as ufual through the ftages of it. 
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The houfe then agreed to the motion for the call, which 
^w^8^‘fettledfor that day fortnight, and adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORD?. 

Wednesday, November ii. ' 

The Order of the Day, for the houfe to refolve Itfelf into a 
committee of the whole houfe, on the “ Bill for the fafety and 
prefervation of his majefty’s -perfon and government, againft 
trfeafonable and feditious practices and attempts,” being 
•moved, it was read accordingly, the Lord Chancellor thcre- 
iipon left the woolfack, and Lord Waliingham took his feat 
At the table. 

The preamble ^having been agreed to be poflrponed, their 
iordihips proceeded to fol up the blanks and amend the claufes 
of the Bill. 

Lord Grenville in conformity to his promife, moved to omit 
the words, or malicious and advifed fpcaking,” which was 
agreed to. * ^ 

The Duke of Leeds moved, to infert in the firft claufe, 
oertain words of the ftatute of the 25th of Edward IH. in 
order to render the charging of an overt aft of treafoii in the 
indiftment, and declaring it neceflary for that aft to be proved 
dn evidence by tv/o witnefles of the fame condition with the 
perfon indift\.*d, previous to xonviftion. This amendment 
gave rife to a difeuffion, between Lord Thurlow^ the Lord 
^Chancellory and Lord Chief JuJlice Kenyon, in which the Earl 

Lauderdale occafionAlly took part. In the courfe of it the 
^iftory of the treafon laws, with the prance of the courb 
under them, the various powers exercifed zi different periods 
^by the Attorney General, from the reign of Richard li. doWn 
to that of (^ieeii Anne, and fliil niore recently was ftated, 
explained, and animadverted tippn, at confiderable length. In 
fupport of their different arguments, a variety of caies, and 
•precedents jwere cited from* the law books, and other grave 
authorities among othefs. Lord Coke, Lord Chief Juftice 
Hale, Judge Keeling, and Mr. Juftice Forfter. The noble 
and learned lords differed ftrongly upon fome few particular 
points; the Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Chief Juftice 
agreeing completely in their view of the Bill, arid of the ap- 
plication of the cafes cited in illuftration of the laW of treafon, 
and Lord Thurlow maintaining a different dpffrine in fohic 
refpefts. Much of the argument turned on the quefticrti^ 
tliow far it was requiftte to exprefs in the Bill that an overt aft 
.D d 2 (houi# 
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fhould be charged in the indi£^ment for high tr^afon^ and 
* the criminal extent of words? It was, agreed on all hams 
that mere words did n 9 t conftitute an overt afl of trea- 
fon, but that words coupled with an a6lion corroborative of 
the defign or menace to kill the king, exprelled in fuch words, 
was an overt aft of treafon, and capable of being fo charged 
in an indiftment for compaffing the death of the king. 

Each of the noble lords fpoke in terms of marked indigna- 
tion, at the praftice that at one time obtained in cafes of pro- 
fecution for treafon, where the Judge who was to try, and the 
Attorney General who was to prolecute, held a previous cp^- 
fultation in order to find out how they might moft hamper the 
culprit, and deprive him of the advantage of fair and impartial 
trial. 


The Earl of LaudefdaU^ pointed out a part of the claufe 
preceding that, which the noble ,Duke and the learned 
lords had been fpeaking to, that in his mind, called for 
the inferiioii of fome words of explanation. He wiflied 
to know, whether the kingdom of Corfica was to be confidcred 
as annexed to the crown of Great Biitain, or as belonging to 
George thellld. and his heirs and fucceflbrs. He conceived;^ 
that if ininifters came to negociatc with the French,^ as they 
had prolcfled every inclination to do, formally acknowledging 
Coriica to be annexed to the crown of Great Britain, , mjght^^ 
be the means of retarding, or indeed might prove a bar to the 
return of peace $ and yet it fhould appear by this Bill, as it 
now flood, that Corfica was formally annexed to the domi- 
nions of his majefty, by that part of the claufe immediately 
. i^forc the committee^ which makes it trcal'onable to depofe 
, me Tovercign from, the ftyle, honour, or kingly name, of the 
^imperial crown of this realm, or any other of his majefty^s 
dominiom or countries.” His wilh was, in order to remove the 


|)ofiSbi]ity of any obftacle, fuch as he had deferibed, {landing 
in the way of a negociation, to introduce a claufc to except 
from the penalties of this part of the Bill, the attempts to 
deppfe his majefty from the kingdom of Corfica, or any of 
his dominions gained fince the war. And made himfelf 
mailer of the precedents either immediately bearing upon,, 
or carrying any analogy to the fubjeft of tfie Bill under con- 

^Pmord Grenville faid, the words obiefted to by the noble 
£ar£ were peifeftly clear and intelligible, and that notwitt;i« 
ihe iioble Earl’s ing^^^ in endeavouring to hai^e 
itcdm^Yje^ that the prefent Bill, or any part pf it, would 
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b^ ij^n any tiegdttfltrdit fbi^ i)cace> that might dike pUcc, . 
it ilMiiAd that effect in any poffible cafe* 

After fome farther conyerfation, Lord Lauderdal’e%aved his 
propofed amendment. 

At length the Duke of Leeds withdrew his amendment, and 
the Lord Chancellor moved that the words ‘‘or, other overt 
aft, or deed,*’ fhoald be ihferted after the words “ any print- 
ing, writing,” which was agreed to. 

When the committee came to the fecond claufe, the Duk^ 
of Leeds moved» that in the exjpireflion “ eftablifhed govern- 
menyjiind conftitution of this realm,*’ there fhould be omitted 
the words, “ government dnd,** iheaning afterwards, his 
Grace faid, to move to infert thfe w6r3s “ confifting of King, 
Lords, and Commons,’* as be conceived, the conftitution 10 
defined, would perfeftly aiifvirer the purpofe of the Bill, and 
exclude the poffibility of tnifeorkftruftion. 

Lord Gr^nviUe faid, he wa% not aware that the word “ go- 
vernment” wail df fo vague and indefinite a nature, as to ren- 
der it likely to create doubts upon the meaning of the claufe ; 
if however, the noble Duke and the houfe were of that opinion, 
he faw at prefent no objeftion to the words fuggefted by the 
noble Duke. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, he was rather inclined to think, 
that the amendment of the noble Duke would tend to create 
that very confufion which it was intended to prevent. He, 
however, did not pretend to give a decided opinion upon the 
fubjeft, but merely fpoke from the firjV imprefiion which the 
propofition had made upon his mind. If thefe words were in- 
ferted, it would be nccellary, in framing an indiftment upon 
this Bill, to introduce the very words of it, and to fay, that 
fuch an aft was done, qf words fpoken, with intenlt to deftroy, 
&G. the conftitution, confifting of King, XrOfds, and Com- 
mons, 

If the law flood fo, it would be eafy to write a, rfioft atro- 
cious libel with impunity fronrr -this Bill ? For inftance, he 
might write thus, “ the conftitution of England confifts qf 
King, Lords, and Commons, but 1 do not tike an hereditarv 
monarchy, it is an abfurdity. I Aink an hereditary houfe of 
Lords ftill worfe; atid I think' the Cb’rnmons fhould be 
chofen in a very different manner j I would have an e^<^ive 
monarchy, and the dignity of Peerage Ihould be grafilt^ 
forlif^, or for a SeJlion of Parliament.” Here wai' iil* 
ftancC of a man admitting the conftitution, as cohliftihg of 
King,^ I-»ords, and Commons, and yet deftroying * the very 
foundation of the conftitution. He Only ftated this as illuf- 

trative, 
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tratjve, a doubt that ftriiclc him tt^ ctie fuddc^iiy no^^wing 
really had time tp turn it in his mind fuflicielh:ly to' 4lttde 
upon it^e therefore wifhed the noble Duke would pbfrjx>ne 
his amendment, to enable their lorcUhips to conTider the eflFeS 
of it. 

Lord Thurlow faid, it was difficult to dc Hne, with logical 
accuracy, the terms government and conflitution. • He re- 
probated with great fcverity, the attempt to vilify or degrade 
the pcrfon of his majefty, which he reckoned a fubjeft too 
facred for petulant and wanton attacks. With regard to the 
operation of the penal enadment in this claufe, it was totikvere 
in many cafes to which it might bc*applicd. He confeued he 
was not one of thofe who faw in the prefent times fiich caufe 
Ibt alarm as fonie did; he ftated this for the fake of candour; 
ht was ready to admit, that thofe who did really think there 
was danger, were juftifiablc in bringing forward reftriftivc 
meafures. But the great and important point id be confi- 
dered was, whether the enactments* contained iii this Bill were 
calculated to attain the defircd end, and to prevent the circu- 
lation of trafli, about which much had been faid, but which did 
not caufe fo much alarm in his mind as it did in that of others. 
Was it a matter of fuch cnipinaiity as that to which he bad 
alluded, to fay that it was an abufe that 20 acres of land 
1>elow Old Sarum Hill fliould fend two rcpreieiitativcs to 
ParHameni ? Yet this mij:ht be confidcred as tending to create 
a diflike of the cilabliflied conditution, fince under it fuch a 
cafe confidered actually exifted. 

He was decidedly of opinion, "that the prefent laws of the 
country w^re fully adequate to the piinifhmcnt and reftraint 
■of the crimes which this claufe w;is meant to embrace. He 
was one of tbofewho admired the w^fdom, and fubferibed to 
the truth, of die preamble of Philip and Mary, that exceffivc 
punilhmeots rather tended to increafe than prevent crimes. 
His lordlbip then proceeded to put a variety of cafes, in which 
tie fought' this claufc liable to cenfure, but particularly that 
part which enzfted feven yiaars tranfportation, which he 
difapproved of^entirely, as unnecefTarily cruel and rigor- 
ous* It was' not, he t thought, from the want of pro- 
per laws that dangerous*^ principles had been difTeminated, 
and had aflumed a threatening afpe£t, but bccaufe thefe 
lajiits'bad not been enforced by the executive power to 
the evil, and to punifh the offenders. New ad:s and 
j^^ji^^^nalties appeared to him but little calculated to attain 
propofed. Indeed, be was convinced in his own 
‘ ohd his opinion was confirmed by the authority of the 
hooky that fevere penal laws could never conduce to 

the 
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tfce i&^ty of*a pnhte, or to lthe prefervation. pf any conftitu^ 
t^op. jui;)r wotild be injglmed to acquit a perfon profecuted^ 
und^tte penalties of this Bill) who was guilty of the fads 
ia ihdidment, rather than expofe birp to tran%ortacion 
to Botany- bay for feven years/ It was by accommodating 
the feverity of punilhment to the magnitude of th& offence,, 
and by properly exerciHiiig the moderate penalties of the laws, 
in every cafe which occurred, that crimes were to be reftrain- 
ed. In adverting to the fucceeding claufe of the Bill, which 
places the power of prof^cution at the dlfcretion of a minis- 
ters, his lord (hip obferved, that though he would not believe 
or fuf^d that the prefent admktiffratian could convert to an 
improper ufe any authority with which they might be in- 
veftecf, there was much danger that in future in might be 
mifapplied. The minifter might choofe to proted one cul- 
prit, wbUe he launched the whole vengeance of the law upon 
another.* He might even employ, for finifter purpofes, ciea* 
tures to cc^mU trefpaffes uoder this Bill, from the punifh- 
raent of which he might wilh to (hield them, or even in the 
cafe of aconvidion, where he might prevent the punifhment 
it inilided. Thefe be ftated as matters in poflibility* He 
was therefore againft the whole claufe, as it mifapplied the 
punifhment for a felony to a niifdemeanor, and thus, at once 
let afide all diftin£lion between crimes and punifbments. As 
foon as his lordfhip had concluded his fpceeb he left the 
houfe. 

The Lord Chancellor that he was furprifed at the 
opinion which the noble and learned Lord had expreffed. 
Were any of their Lordfhips to learn that light and trivial 
offences were not the objed of the Bill. The mlagnitudc of 
the crimes againfl which this claufe was direded, mud be 
obvious to every noble Lord, who read or bearcLof the pub- 
lications with which the profs teemed, ahd which were dif- 
tributed daily through the ftreets. In their confequences and 
utmoll extent, theyaimed at tJtin fubverfipn of every part of 
the conditution. They taught the people that royalty was 
an ufurpation of their rights, and an ariltocracy a nuifance to 
which they ought not to fubmit. They laboured to perfuade 
them that they had no political exidence, lhat they were 
flaves, and that theV ought to affert their importance;, and, 
menaced the fame ^vils which this country had once. Expe- 
rienced, and .of which a neighbouring nation afforded .a dif- 
tind and a never to be forgotten example. Were fuch 
enormities, which aimed at the vitals of the conditution, too 
rigorouily puniihed by the penalties of this Bill I Let their 
/ lordfhips' 



Lordships rccolteiSl alfo, that ilbl fSr 

that this pu^ifliitient could be 

roan had braved l^e lawsoF hk C€^ii^» and per|ipP to' 
violate arid after a moderate correfttoia j it'was 

fuch a cafe that he could be tranfported, and furely, for the rep^ 
tition of fiich a crime, fuch a nuniftiment was not toofevere* 

The DuJ^e of Leeds here role, and apologized for fpeaking 
of aclaufe which was not then before the houfe, he meant the 
claufe for rcferving to peers and nieaihcrs of the other houfe 
the privilege of fpeech, which he conceived to be an un- 
neceffary provifion, and propofed to omit tliat part of the claufe 
when it came under conliderdtion. 

The Earl of Mansfield iiijafliort, but mod j>ointcd fpceeh, 
fupported the opinion of the Lord Chiincellor. 

TTbe Earl of Lauder aale faid) that nothing he had beard 
had effaced the impreffion made on his mind by the ^Jfcellcllt 
obfervarions of hiS noble and ll^rned friend (Lord I'hurlow). 
Inftead of meeting the argiimaitil of his noble |^id learned 
friend, the noble Lord had painted in glowing colours tfic 
atrocious tendency of 'the publications in circulation, and Irad 
defcaiiced with great- eloquence, and with a judicious feafon- 
ablencfs upon the evils which fuch principles had produced in 
France, as if the learned Lord (i'hurlow) had been infen- 
iihle of the criminality of the conduct of fuch men, and in- 
different IQ the effcfiis it might produce. His noble and 
learned friend had demonftrated upon general principles, and 
upon the authority of the ftatutc book, which he bad ftiength- 
ened by his own opinion, that the rigorous penalties in the 
Bill would countera6l its intention, would be favourable to the 
catjfe it was meant to exiinguifh, and would defeat the views 
pf juftice. To none of ihefe points had a fdtisfa£tory anfwcr 
been given* > had intended to move, that this whole Claufe 
Ihould be omitted,^ but at any rate* horwiflicd, if it were to 
be retained, that it fiiould be extended to Scotland, for did 
not ^ epithets of cwel and rigorous, which had been applied 
to tlie penalties it ena£^<^, by his noble and learned friend, 
ftf II reverberate in h is car, he would have called the provifions 
jt contained and gentle, and mild they certainly were 
in comparifon"^f the fyftem of criminal law to which that 
country was now expofed. 

Anticipating as his noble and learned friend had done, 
the pfovifiGUi which placed in the hands of miniffers the*powcr 
pf prolecutibns,* he faid that it was unneccliary to impute in 
greater mifchiels to the prefent minifteris than 
hatpin reality produced. It was eafy to con- 
ceive 




PAW^IWNTARy JlEPORTS^. 209 

atth^ head of aiFursin tuis 
yUth^im^a DQ ^fp^i^ed to punilh rtgorouily the per- 
ftdt^d 01)1? the conftitution^ while they 

^ ri^ ^he of the other. SoiOe oti^ might 

^ the Monarchy as independent of the Parliament. 

Such an offender plight find his fafcty froni the punilhment 
of this RiH ia the Irnilarity Qf Icntiments of the mipifters, 
and might fecurely flrike at the (ounJation of two |>art$ of 
the coLiftitution^ provofl his^acal ahd^attaonment to 

the throne. The d{ftercnt;<Opif|ions of* whig and tory might 
he the fuhje£t of fupporr^ of profonption. A period 
might exift when, as m thepr^fept days, the princip es which 
his maje^y on the throne would be detcllcd as the 
fymptoms of d'fafleftion, while the advocates of prerogative 
might find their abettois in the boiom of the cabinet, I he 
Bill would, in put it in the poWer of any mmifter to 
pumfii only tho^attacks on the coniHturlon, and ev6il to 
|>crfecute dhofe doArineSyWhich were obnoxious 10 themfcives, 
«nd exufifc Aem to prote<3t thofe opinions which, though 
agreeable to their Own fentiOient, were hoftile to the prin* 
ciples of the conftituiion. 

The Bijhop of Rochf^cr ftrenuonfly fupportcJ the c’aufi*, 
pn ' every pait of the Bill. His Loidflii}) took notice of 
Lord Thurlow’s allufion to the qiieftion that nii^ht arrfe 
upon the Itatcment of the niturc of dcdion peculiar to the 
boroughfof Old Saium, or any other place, and faid, the 
particular difenifion of the mode of tleition in any paiticular 
boiough was, he took for granted, not intended, nor indepd 
in reafon could it be comprehended within thv^ purview of 
the claufe. He conceived the Bill to be ncci^ffary, becaufe 
any attack againll cither of the three blanches of the legif- 
j.rure was equally dangerous and criniina!| aqd if mimiters 
did any thing tba| w'as wrong, they were rcfponflble for 
wlut they did* ' , 

l*oird Urenville re{)lied to whajt bad fallen fbom Lord Lau- 
derdale and Lord Thurldw^ and cXi^relTed a with that the 
iiphle and 4*ariicd Lord not the Houfe immedii* 
atdy after having m^e fuch obfctv^ations as ticy had jvft 
heard. His lardihipin maqly terms deciavbd, that he differed 
from tiic noble ^iud learned lord Jn much of bis arguntbnt^und 
^adSigped his reafons, which from the natjure of ia 

hlijialf n mind be aware, w6q]d call for a r^ply. He Hatf many 
combat, hoble and leanfed Lord nad laid 

of ther«^rtuoity#ertfw#mS 
tn?im in the th^ oe wiflied tdlaavo doxk. ^ WJmrp* 
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gard to the vt^hole of the chufe« 6vei:y 
every man muft acknovyled^^c, thatjuhf or ^ 
and dangerous nature were daily 

fcdii#©!!, ao(l to diftorl?, if not to fubv^trt th«S feffl^rnment wa®* 
conftitution of the coun^r), for whichj the uV as n fipof 
hid a? yet piovided no d quate icmcdy. With regaru to 
thr dagger that the noMc and Itirned lord had jftated, as 
likely to anfe from entrufllinij minifferj^ with fuch powers, 
what othei fecunty had the people, or could t^e people have 
for the due and faithful exeeut on of ^\\ the various powers 
and auihorities vefted m go\ eminent, but the refponfibiUty 
ot minillers , that wa$ the fecunty whkh the cdnftittlibtoti 
gave, svnd the onl^ fecurU), that in the nature of things could 
be given. 

After farther converfaiion, gnd upon the Lord Chancellor 
cxprcfling a w;ifh for more Omc to JCuin thg^i^proptitd an'eiul- 
ment in his miiKl, the Duke of JUded^ agreed to lul^ 

pend Its confideratton till a futile of the jBil)# 

'f he £ar/ of L ludirdale rofc ^agaih and faid, th-dt the queP 
tion moved by the noble Duke being difpofed of, he felt it 
his duty to anfwcr the uinaik of the noble Loid, when he 
fated till, impropiitty of his noble and learned friend haMng 
left the houft II defended the noble and learned Lord 


iiom »ny chuje of ciitirfpcdl: to the Houfe, by reminding 
thwir Lonlfhips how lixblt his noble and lca*ned fneiid was 
to indifooiition , fare lu was, that his noble and learned fnend 
had not b cn aduated by the fmallclf wifh to avoid the dif- 
cuflxon of Ibch « qutftoii. Hrs great experience and ability, 
the unif<^rm decorum ind icfptcl with which he had fo long 
prefulctl m that houl , uid the paiUcular fticngth of argu- 


ment; which he Ind thit day ufed, Wtie fufficrerrt grounds 
fbr his^dcfcn^j even ii th^y did not know that his Hate 
oT health wai fuch <hat it prevented him fiom remaining 
fo long as he hin^felf wiflief', t r fo Jong as from his great 
ability, not only he, ffnt tqe houfe, would wifh for his 
pr^feni;:$&. If the rcf^ifib^hty fo much failed of meant 
thing that <^ould ihim^atcly afFecl: the perfons, 
ch^mni^rs, qr ^fl^nes of iiimifteCT, they knew how 
rcpdihlPlP^^that j%c jhad hten treated, particularly 
fin^ ^ ^efent mmifleis had been in povfrii $ and here 
tee mull: repeat what ^ had faid op a former Might, and pbnit 
= never i0ul4 be M from the moufkU^ a 

fthe bf Fwland) inpw 


dhftt m\jcl|4>f 

ll^whtck ^e Country now Vras owing to 

(Hicl of the peribns at piefent i** officto ^ 



th:?t'%e ’fljipfild'"Qycr have to 
!&y{^|K.^'ii^derly iri';th&t ;hi>ufe, » though he 
T'J^'^adp^lhiit ‘the oobfe and^learhed Lord had 
ilo-Wleil . After having, ''I3ihirictrf‘'"epin*9hs 
^Wihe BilK^hlch were after v^'ards to bd^difeufled, 

> 't I - 1 • jn .* * M t' I f. < s ' .i*. « *11 




he had undefftpod Whether ^hofe opinions weffi^ c^o^riirted or 
confrove^wd 'ji indeed after fuqh a" jpeech^^;^^ and 

learri^ Lord t^di'iilkde/fe was Tekrcel^ at nb(5i;t:y to leave the 
dioufei; yntHi hta ar^aiiT|ttnt; ,had either been" jrcqddtjd tp of an*.. 
fNVCjj^d^tVP^ ^aa‘'i^ h!%W^%\comp^rent hfe Was to make 
^poh the Q^ssdch'of that noble and learned 
Li&*‘WBo had preceded him npon the w6olLck, an I whom 
he followcd as clofciy as he could^ fhougft^jYW pjajftbm equisi 
but? there were fonSe pafu of it from which* he couid not help 
difteripgdn opinl^. lnfttafd|pf difapproving of the claiife ia 
Which.it is be profeeuted unlefs 

it he by off council^ hvr admired it 

fiecaufe it^eiliovcd/Aeodium^^m attachh^ to any particular . 
individual, and rtiade his’M^jefty’s Secretary oF St.ite, and 
the various' perfons who compofed his douj»cil, tefponfible for 
the indiftment of every perform So far tiien from its’ being , 
iin engine iii the hands of government to accelerate fum- 
mary procefs, it became a eheUc upon ihc govcrrimtn^ aiid 
retarded the profecutidn. It hlw bren objected alio by another 
noble Lord tlut too* much difcictlv>nary power was eiurufted 
to the*SecretarWi^ of State in leaving them the libertv to pro- ^ 
fecute or not, is they fliould thfnk propei ; but ftucly the nqble 
and learned Lord/ aS'vWfill as the, noble harft h^d forgOttea 
that as the bw‘dpW„Jtejl^^ th^re is a limilar difrr(.'ti<;n in the 
office and authority of fhe Attbmey GoneraK^Jhe Attorney . 
General ht 'prefent maWj^ fen uiformatioi^%^W any 
for an om^hoi^^^jWlnch Ife cogniz?ibre^ :atn8 may aftcr- 

jW^rd$ a;nd^»t'"a^fujbft<juent 

ft^g(S lie 

pf'rieediitgs ipi^p:''bc tbat tlj^f-i; 

cl^ife w#is bif:#^'oeceflary and'';WW"|3arliSci^^ ir 

rbfponffl>ility-ou't th t'Sj^ufney 

ja# f^efted ' it or^-' ?jdie: Ki 

■"' 'W|kP;'Woal4'^' 






iamcd Frfcnd co^ 


power and iiutbolpity oF' the 
ipauffln, tfi^lhw. 'y**'*', 


iibando4H^"vfc^itb,ai?iTlt'ot‘ noli 

• F riend ' li^d very' wi fely remonftrated'’^3§ainft 

fuch a. djibretUni^ry power to his Majefty’s nvSiiyit^s 

counciC they mi«ht firlt 

aud afterjvard^ abiS&doii it w.lth'a writ of ^bey 

/qund thVy 1^'d not fufflc4ent**^tK>F$'of6ritAiM^nVbtf^^^ 

tbf’V^v Te atJUieVt'y toprofccUte upOnarty rising mifilemelrribu^ 

wluTe^l)cy“wetc‘'piejudiccd, ,1i^||^ thfe^ 

imoreiivaynitudfcw'ith Tmpurii^^^^^ j^decd^|fe^ad rallAttlfe^jPpsfei- 
Ihould j{ijl have regained witH ihe A ri^Sfney General, Tdf he 
was a rO.>n that had been died to excrcile his reafon, 

.*' ' -.V .i-iji*. . •> A .^ud, t. Jr*fkA»4’'^, 


\veroby habit t^lfpoled to and 

perhaps a prtyudic: d (nedidiic b^e 
convinced of the bentfit ot ' claufe, and 
tonfequcr.tl V gave it his Jecidea bppoiitioh, 

Thp lord ^Ojanccllor fa^ jbe never fp far flattered himfclf 
as to ima^zine he flibuld' be able to convince* the npble** E^rl, 
he hedged leave to ftate however, that any perfph under ari, 
indicloient of treii^onv or fedil^on, was alrijaly aa tnu<h under 
the diiciSlion and contrqi;^ of bis Majefty’s nimifters and 
privy council, as they coi^Id be after ^ pilfin^ of this Bill, 
for after the Attorney Genejtal has fram^dWe mdidinent, it 
is not in his power to flop the proqeediijigat uiiilrf$:^thorized 
l>y the fign manuid of his Majefty ' 

, ^ 'I he , th^s Bill 

nc)t do away'thcf^idtbbrilj^crf^^^^ of 

l^mmpns tBtmpc^ich j:ny miniil#55(lvfio ^ 
a^d a^vifedlylpiiie'df up the tp or dif- 

Tojiinded 'he ablMco 

*^W8V'oe«flM'^;USll (hlid'‘ 

£o' te expKhied 


trll&l 


^■e 

'Thereto# •'£he 



Hi ^ 

mm d.} • ^ARUJUMSKt AHY R£?0IIT9. 


»n 


idljd^ |MR^f «* it wait andi thb Bill h<i4 ilothing to do 

■(juried Duke of teeit^ tb^ there obvi- 

lyptgltvat. «R ai) of ledilfon, and from tne 
#t circatqftdbces (bme wera tafa ctinu|)al tbitn 
otboii» Ik na&ultl be ptop‘r to alur tho penal fmit of the 
c'aule, inftoaJ of ai^udgwe tranfpotfiliort {even 



yuia {ywiit convnSion id'i'dM^b mirdeineanour^ nndei 
the teava'tbe puidl^Mit to the diicidhon of die 

court. ’ 0 

l( 9 ti (Sreitvifle admitted propriety of the propnfed 
and after UrOtei convcrlation it Vvas tpcKlificd, 
aw lettled to ftand as follo'w^ . 

“ A )d if any perfoh or peribns flialU rftcr b^Ing fo con- 
‘^wVidled, o?end a ieetjHtd time* and be tbereupni convicted* 
Imfore diiy cijMttini<So!l[f of O^r and tci miner, or g,}cd de- 
hvtry, or iipnb Court of Bench, fuch 

pel fon or pcfft/ha dtk iTuCh feconu convidtion, be ad* 
judged, at thb dttbritiOni of the courl, either to I <. bai.ifbcd 
“ this le.tlm, or to be tranfpoitcd to iuen place, av ihiil be 
** appointed by hfs Majrfty {oi the iruAfport itio i of off mlurs, 
** for iueb term as the court may appoint, not exceeding 
** feven yea's.” 

'J he Dukf of Bedfoid JecUied, he could not let the claufe 
pafs without Jiving it his decided opp>. iition. He lo iked 
upon It at a daring otfack ind ftit^itinus oiiii i^e on the liberty 
of the fubjteiSi-f and ieli as a man that nfi^hc i ii-ui the penalty 
in rank ng t;hU deelatation. He me i odve i icd to rne ohlbr- 
vatiops ot a flMc HreJpte, And tn contradl^iOn to him, iaid, 
he moft tpgard (nidiyj^bl^ugh .as a comjKpiCnc part of the 
Houle of Coounons^ iim'exei^iaMr a compononctpai t of the 
coaliitutiQAi accorc* ij to tho o^i^ions 

noble $rft wiips orTpeSjIt bgaindj; the re- 

preftnumoti ^ the Jb^Mgb of IWd Samm with itf^pity, 
♦ad^gOipn^tiglfeJs ‘ 
cpuB% to flPHWity* till^l 
Ao reprcdwmu;^, of , thp 
aiidu^n this pWDfdptk 1| 
mpblf ipr 

I dteftHHhlWlbat bn 
‘ ;offtirr 
n^fi 





The 

hont^'ir _hj^ diuae'ih^in lo 
de'r to.exp)ii^’his'^W^jhg,rh<>;e. mUmSlMN 
refp^tin^.i^|^.’’hbt$i||^ of. 'p1^. .Ssagp^P^j 
fame. 

any per|b|f to proce^b J^hroujih the w]0 

reprefe^lt|tfp9’.'^>' yie'7Hpu'fe^'\t3^ipoti!!*'<^0|r 
Lw!j and of; the Cig^pQl/^i as.po fu^^ j 




'’the 
|Hal cpn<^ 


a.nd 

thqji^ood^ fof the>, l>i11 wa’s mejccly 

and fcditiou^s 4tie d|fcu3 

wher^ tl;e peojile were, not 

In fac^ihe did not | 

coumpy to dp 




|}e<:upon 

IpeoplcJiiit^K 

peo- 


refervo 'of^iheir ur^doubt^f 

culur laW) as peb* 

The £ar/ tf/ ‘ a rbqu{ned !« 

ihort aiifwpr. He jfhould iiave ^ppofed/l^'e 
had been educated in, a foreign. country and not «h £ng1aiid^ 
wHtm he declaied ih^t be did lOotHhow 
to do :with laws; buT^o obey 'tbepi. ^ If be had been in 
T urJay,,and' hii»^ he. liinitip^:from/ibei ’HiQ«)tb‘of 


a fiiotiid hay ^ arTiylUjj^d it’ "dc- 

fpdro'goVernin^ert i>f h^s 


^^li| 8 Ss, jytV^jiegT a Brf 




f 














it6 

prevent the repetition of fuel) horrit} ACtepaiptg) pttiHl 


iniploie the houlo to t«ke fuch 
and alteratuiR oi llbold laws, or 
ones, as titfe houfe, iff their wifdoin,' 


iS» hMliif i>y 
ihripwiont^., 

to afford comi>leie prottihotf t6 hi$ 
family^ sind alio to prevent, if po/libl^^ tibus 

in future* « 

Ordiiied to }atd on the table* 

A petition of a fimdar tendency was pi^&rtted jfipoui the 
borough of Qf^t Yarmouth. 

Ordered to he laid on the tthhf. ^ 

Mr. Rfji brought up the Bills for aJJiUijping iluj i,i(wal 
on lard and malt^ which read a iirff ttm i and oificred to 
be read a ftJeonti tiftie next d^y* 

Tbt Bill lo) p^ritutimg the ^jmppfitatton qF certain 
flnpv, from an) pTjts at amity With bw 
iirif timei^ and ordered to resd a fccond tii^ next (|ay« 
Mi.R/t moved for leave to m aiTiill to prohibit the 
exportation of foap and C4nd|b| ^ titne to be limited.-^ 
Granted. ^ 

On leading the order of fbe day on the BiH for prohibiting 
generally the exportation, and peimittiug generally the im** 
porfatuin of corn, &lc. 

Mr, RyJa propofed that potatoes^ 9$ one of the ncceffir (S 
of life, tbouid be includti^d , wi«ich being agreed to> the Bill 
Was lead a ti. id tune and paffed. 

Mr. Rofr bi ou^ht in a Bill to prohibit the making of ftarch 
out of wheats btuTcy, rye, potatoesi, or any aitidc of the food 
of man, for a tuo^ to be limned* {lead a fint timv» and oi - 
dered to be lead a itcond time to-^nWi?ow. ^ ^ 

brought in a Bill to prohijbuk^ making of 
low wine^ and <puriK out U vi^h^at^ to pi t\ tin 

the workiiui of diftilLrub for a tinuf to bo &c.— . 

Read fime> ^d oid red mbe toad nftcond umc to* 

mnrrovirt ^ 

JpefeirredJbd CJpmmittcKson ways and Means and Supply 


tyt 




Nbwtatf^to^ 


» Wety 
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$j»^M^d'Tr^&rvs^tion' of his Majefty’s Perfon and Govern- 
ii^|S4^gaih{P treafon^Ie and feditious Pra6lices and At- 
|^rn|fe^’ 'be iegeivcd, the report was brought up accord- 

begged leave to make his motion of amend- 
menti^’^'Tor correfling the words—*^ the eftablilhed govern- 
ment and cohftitution of this realm,’* which were (6 equivocal 
and indefinite, that no certainty could be obtained as to their 
true meaning. The noble and learned Lord on the wool facie 
had faid, the preceding day, that his mind v/as not made up 
op the occafion, and had wiflied that he would fufpend it. 
With which he had readily complied, as he fhould ever be 
happy t6 comply with any wifh of the noble and learned Lord. 
He hoped the -noble, and learned Lord, however, had time to 
r^e&: ©n the fubjeft, and was able either to approve his 
aihendment, or ftate his reafons for objedling to it. He fiioulcl 
therefore move— -firft, to leave out the words “ eftablilhed 
government ;** and he ftiould afterwards move to infert, after 
the word ** conftitution,'^; confifting of King, 

Lords, and Commons*’* He included with moving the 
firft amendment. 

The Lard Chancellor faid, he was extremely forry that hq 
had not even yet made up his mind on the alteration which 
the noble Duke had fuggefted. The hoiifc had fat fo late, 
and his other avocations the whole of the forenoon, not al- 
lowing liim properly to attend to it ; he had however refleft- 
cd fomewhat on the fubjeft,^and words had occurred to him 
that migjht not poffibly fitisfy the^ noble Duke, in the Head of 
his propipfed amendment. The words fuggefted by the noble 
]3uke were liable to an objedlion, as feditious exprellions might 
fiill be Ipofccn of the government. He would advife thcic- 
firc to add after the word conftitutlon thefe words, as by 
law eflabliflied,’* which would tie and bind up the whole to- 
gether, and make the fenfe and fentence entire and complete 
'I'hcfe were merely his firlt reflexions ; he wiflicd the noble 
Duke would defer his motion till the third reading. 

T'he Dfffe ^ -trr/fr acquiefccd. 

The Dukie'of Bedford faid, he did not rife to objeX to, the 
motion \ but after the moft mature confideration, it w|is. lin-. 
poftible for him to give it his fuppoft in any ftage. Hfc wUb- 
eti call upoil the framers of the BiU to confider the 

m!^(|i^lSW\Wcrc''purfu1ng. ' Tfa'atwe (jhould be; extending 

in fuch an enlightened age and fuch an 
edlptfrieWouhtry—that we Ihould Ite .ftdtowmg the prac- 
't!ce’X^:rude, and, he had almoft faid, ^of dark and barbarous 

1795. Ff ages. 
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ages, was fuch a thii% aa inuft , 9^bni!|^ 
onW all E^rope, but aT} the civilis^ Atfs' 

wimed once. more to call theiJ* loiom^^ i 

claufe. As fat as related to the com^ljlS^ 
king, the lay had wifely made it a capital olftnce, becam^fi;, Raf- 
ter it was once intended, it became a matter of^ i^^h eafe to 
carry that intent into execution.There was fo marten interval 
between the intention and the execution of it;, that the defign 
might be faid to be inftantaneoufly effefted. In the cafe of 
compaffing to levy war, it was far different ; there the laws 
could prevent the mifchief,.and were already fufficientfpr iti 
long before the intent could by any pofSbility be car|[;ed into 
execution.' The Only purpofe it would effect, would be to 
facrihee, perhaps, fome zealous fanatic, who might incite 
and compafs the levying war, which, he would /ay, he iiever 
could effectuate, or which the laws now cxifting were fully 
competent to cfiifli before the plan could gliiii maturity. 

Lord Grenville hoped the^, nobble ; Wipv^ld at leaft give 

minifters credit, that whetl thejjr a Bill nc- 

ceffary, they gave it every coni) deration, not .only as 
to the meafure in general, but as to the extent to which it 
ought to be carried. He faw but littlq difference between 
compaffing againft the natural life of the Icing, arid againlt 
his political life, by the levying pf which, in its event, 
mult probably terminate the fame y for, it was Jbis Majefty’s 
moft facred duty, if circumftances fhpuld require it, to pro- 
tc£t the conftkution in perfon ; and was fare, if ever the 
times Ihould require the performance of that dutjs it would be 
executed by the prefent fovereign with afdour aitdi^flacrity. 
The peculiar exigencies of the times' niu/l: always j^e the ba- 
'fis of legiflation. Whenever a peculiar evil j;^i^ominatcs, 
it muft be met by its appropriate remedy. At one time it 
might be more cal^'to incite the minds of men againft the 
perfon of a monarch, at another time it might be whth greater 
facility be attempted to attack him in his political charadkr. 
Such rcafons would therefore prove the neceffityof diff^fent 
mefures at different times. In this they were not fbllowingTihc 
praQice of rude and barbarous ages, but pur/iiing the con- 
duit adopted by ^11 |)receding legiflaiors ; for, by Sie ftatutc- 
,book, it would appear, with the exception of onl^ pnejreig^i, 
perhaps, that pfoyi/ioqs were, reign after reign, 

.the feyeral fortst of treafon^ -which, from the 
' times, '^erc thought to.^'be apprehended. 

A^refore, they had ^ly followed khc continued 
jpfadicc of their anceftors, ^ ^ 
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?/* Bsdf&pd ^d, in;/ calling u|wn miniftcrs to 
j^W&p, a' part their BIH^' he thought he did not throw any 
j^i^poh upoii their preyiotk coniideration of it, becaufe they 
had me^dy thttnfelvcs abandoned feveral torts of the Bill, In 
refpcdbto what had been urged by the noble Lord, of the con- 
tinued practice of making treafon laws for the exigency of the 
moment, the noble Secretary would be fo good as to i^colIeA 
that the cafe was at this time far different from any former one. 
In fcvcral former reigns the king^s title had been called in 
queftion. His prefent majefty was the firft who, for fever^ 
reigns, could be faid to be firmly feated on his throne. His 
predeceffors bad qot been without pretenders to their crowns, 
and thorfe pretenders were" fupported by many adherents. 
This ofi^jred fome jipolpgy.for fuch eXtenfion of the criminal 
code; but, be again declared, it was impoifible at this time 
ttrjC^ry the compaffipg to leW .war into immediate effedl 5 
while, on the contrafyi froth pradiice of civilized nations, 
a monarch, was always furrounded with his guards, 
any one natural life, who would 

rifk his own ;^ilh attemp^^^ This was fufl^cient ground, in 
his mind, to,m^fce a diftinftion in the puh'ihment. He la- 
mented we fliould be: ejfetending our criminal code, while all 
civilized countries w^td contradling theirs. Men, indeed, 
began to think that they had noil xbft;jextenfive right over thfe 
lives of their felloW-creaiur^,^uhfe^ where by murder they 
Ihewed themfelVes^npxipUs 
Adjourned till 


; IIPUSE OF e^MONS. , 

ThiX^SDAY, Nsvemhr i2. 

7 'he Lan8 ^ Malt •Sifts were read a fecond time, and or- 
dered to be cbmtifiitted., 

I'hc Bill for allowing the importatbn of a certain fort of 
Sillc, in Ihips front any port at amity ' with his Majefty, pafted 
th^ Committee, and the report was ordered to be received 
next day. 

The Bill to prevent the exportation of Soap and Catidlilfs 
was brodght up and read a ftrit time : ordered to be read’ at 
iea>ndtiype next day. 

, to prohibit the making of Starch out of any ar- 
tjciie c^li^P^bd of man was read a fecond time, and ordered’ 
icbi^dmilkted t9 a Committee of the whole lloulb next 

' X.'i, 'J-'; ■ 


Ff a 


The 
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The Bill to prevc^pt the snaking of Low Wines and Spl,rit$» 
fronp Wheats &c, .aiid to prohibit the working of Diffit^Vias^ 
for a time to "delimited, was read a ffecond time, and o^cred 
to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 

The 'Maflerof the 'Rolls prefented a Petition from 'the in- 
habitants of Bath, f the fame in' words and efteft with that 
prcfenled to tHe Iloufe of Lords on tjie Friday preceding by 
the Duke of Portland ) r fVating their abhorrence of the 
atrocious infult offered to his Majefty on the firft day of the 
prefent feffipn of pariiarnent , their belief that it was connedled 
with certain clubs, meetings, and focieties held in and about 
the metropolis ; and praying that, if the laws are inadequate 
to the preventiori of (uch outrages in future,' they may bq 
amended, &c.' [ ^ , 

Ordered to be laid on die table. 

' 'W 

/ ’ RELIEF O^tPHE POOR. 

JUr, Serpent prefaced a motion for the Jbetter maintenanoe 
and employment of the poor, in that pail of Great Britain 
called England, ,wij(h a fpeech of fome length# In propor- 
tion to the fcarcity and' dearnefs of proviflohs. He wifliedfomc 
regulation might be adppted, by afleffments in tlie feveral 
hundreds and di(li i6ls, to furnifh them Velief proportionate to 
the circuiriftanc< . and of the times. 

He cor.cludcd with leaFO^bc given to bring 

in a Rill for the better relfelf' Of the poor of that part of Gicat 
Britain calledCEngland, to ex:pkin and .amend an a£t for the 
better maintenance and employment bf . the .poor, and to en- 
large the power of the guardians /of the poor within certain 
hundreds and diftriits, -Leave w^s giveti fb bring in' 

the Bill. -'r'/''' ■. ‘ 

The Secretary at War brought up the yariotls-^Army Efti- 
inates,. &c. of the year^.— Which were orderM^to be laid on 
. the table. 

He faid he intended tb fubmic them to the confideration of 
the Houfe next day fe’nnight. ^ 

; Qsnerai ^rarUton faid he was glad that thefe eftimates 
were brought forward, and that a dilcuilion on them was foon 
,to take place, by that criterion the people of England would 
be enabled to fee and eftimate the capacity of his majefty 's 
-minifters, and theprofpeft of fuccefs of the prefent war. . 

The houfe having continued ftill and lileni^fq^ few 

, £f€rd William Ruj^rpCe^ and faid, that as there appca;md 
bufinefs bdSi:l foe houfe, he moved That it foouid 
iiourn,“ 
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^ Secretary Dundas faid, the prcfent motion was not 
.cC)nfiftent with that fort of civility which was commonly ob- 
i^rvcd' bn occafions of importance. He therefore hoped the 
jibble Lord would not peffift iu his niotign. , 

Mr. Grey faid, he did not think that the attempt which had 
been juft made to rebuke his noble Friend Was juftified upon 
this occafion. It was no matter of furprife to him p hear 
that an attempt was to be made to bring forward the Bill to pre- 
vent publick meetings. It was a fubjeftof too much import- 
ance to be brought forward in fo hafty a manner, and without 
that fort of notice which had been ufual on fuch occafions. 
This was no better than an attempt to furprife many gentle- 
men whom the minifter knew to be inimical to the Bill, and 
to finuggle the Bill thfotigh one of its ftages; for he had not 
heard that any fuch thing was intended to be done that night, 
until after he had come to the houfe. He thought, therefore, 
that his noble Friend’s motion was perfeiBy right, for there 
.were many Gentlemen who would wifti to take part in the 
difeuflion of this alarming meafurc, but who were not prefent 
in the houfe, becayfe they had no idea that the Bill was to be 
brought forward. He thought himfeJfJ under all the circum- 
ftanccSj called upon to fupport the motion for adjournment. 

Mr. Robinfon fupported the*motion alfo. He thought 
the Bill itfelf highly injurious to the inicrcfts of the publick j 
but for minifters to complain of the .motion to adjourn fuch a' 
fubjeft as this, was to add infult to injury. If minifters were 
determined to carry this Bill through, it w^astg be remember- 
ed there was an ultimate refource for the pco])le— they had a 
pourer in themfelvcs.' [Here there was a great cry of order I 
order ! and Mr. Robinfon fat down.] 

Lord JV. Rujfd faid, that notwichftanding the accufation 
againft him of the want of civility upon this occafion, he 
would adhere to his motion, and he felt himfelf juftified ixt 
perlifting, becaufe nothing like a notice had been given that 
this Bill was to be brought forward that day. He. had not 
imagined that any minifter would have dared at this time tp 
Have brought forward, witljout notice, a Bill which tended^to 
annihilate the popular part of the Conftitution of EnglaitdJ/; ! 

'I'he Chancellor of the Exchequer faid he would not dkaio;. 
the houfe ^ moment longer than was neceflary. He had b^en 
out a minute or two upon buiinefs, while, ati Horioi^able 
Gcndei^ltn was on his legs to msLke a motion, and not many 
^ had elapfed fince he came Into the houfe : gentlemert 

co^pMiiiW extremely of the bringing forward of thfs Bill 
without notice. What notice did There was a 

rcfolution 
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rcfolution of the boufe itfeJf, commanding certain members 
to prepare, and bring} m this BiU^without delay. He was <6id 
of ihofc members^ tmei Jie jtbbuld te guilty of a breach of his 
duty . if he had delayed the bringing In of the Bill a moment 
after it w;is prepared:, for the orders of the Honfc, efpecially 
whtn it mpofed commands oh its own members, flu^uld be 
puiida^Uy complied with; He meant to have prefented that 
Bill at the bar wif:hin a few feconds, but for the motion of 
adjournment. It was on the clay he moved for leave to bring 
in the Bill,, that he agreed to the call of the houfc, but he 
then ftated what he Ihould ftate again, viz. that the call flioulJ, 
not delay the progiccfs of the Bill in any of its ftapes previous 
to the third reading; it was, he laid, his intention, in a day or 
two to name an early day for the fccond reading ; and the 
houfe were to be called upon to go on with a mcafurc under 
circumflances that required as much difpatch as the nature of 
the cafe would admit. Circumltanccs of equal importance, 
lince the houfe agreed that the Bill flmuld be brought in^ 
The queftion for the houfe, at prefent, was, whether they 
ftould fupport their own dignity? Whether they would 
perform tteir duty to themfelves, to their fovercign, ?nc! to 
their country, and fufFer him to go to that bar and prefent the 
Bill which had been prepaixd by tlK*}r order for the flifety of 
tfie country, and to protc«f^ it from the defperate attempts of 
defperatc men, who feemed to be plotting its dcflru£lion ? 

Mr. Lamlioh faid, upon every poliible view of ihe fubjeef, 
he was convii^-ed his ludilc hiend was juftified in bringing 
forward his motion, becaufc it was not generally underftood 
that the full: reading of the Bill was to be moved that day. 
Il was certainly ufual to give notice when an important Bill 
ivvas to be brought in and read a firft time. In point of ftricl- 
jiefs of form, the miniftcr was certainly regular. W hen, 
JhoweVerj lie told the houfe that the Bill was become th:.; 
more neqefiary from recent traufa£fionr, fa great cry of hear? 
hear!] Mr. Lambton faid they fliould hear. He knew to 
What the Bight Honourable Gentleman alluded; he alluded 
to 'an attempt to convene the people to oppofe this Bill. 
They ought to be convened" td oppofe it; for it was a Bill, 
which, if pafied, , would accomplifh the cicftruflijon cf their 
Uberties. The people, motwifhftanding all the threats of 
Jl^mflers, would meet,;, and would determine againft this mea^* 
He had^tio xloubt that ihc great majority woiikl fliew , 
a| d |i# eo!ce of this Bill; they were not to :6e 

.'beirig defperate men, becaufe theyi^d' 
thism’eafure well, delihf^te* 
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lipon V&i^Jook at it, fee the cj9Fe£l of it. If you think it a 
meafure fay fo, peticiofi the jliiig an<i parliament^ 
aniij ^XGTt your beft rights.’^ . 

( l^r. Girwewfaid, notice flipuldh^ive been giVen of an inten- 
tion to bring in the Bill that day* He could^not help adverting 
to what had been fiid on this Bill by the' Secretary of State 
on the night that leave was given to bring it in ; it was theil 
declared by that miiVifter, that uhlefe this Bill was fanitioned 
by the majority of the people, it ought not pafe. He would 
therefore fay, let the people know the Bill. He wiftied the 
Bill to be diftributed throughout every part of the country* 
He wished every man to fee it, every man to judge of it; 
he wiflieJ no meafure to be adopted that could not he agree- 
able to the people, for he knew that the beft fecurity for the 
government was the"' attachment of the people. He had no 
objefl;, but that a fair opportunity fiiould be had to examine 
this Bill, both in that houfe and out of it. There were many 
ible members of that houfe Who were abfent under an idea 
that the Bill could not be brought in that day, becaufe there 
had been no notice of it. He felt himfw’f bound to fuppoit 
the motion for adjournment. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, as the Secretary of State did nof wiflji 
that the Bill fhould pafs,, unlefs it was agreeable to the|>bo^- 
pie at large, it was very extraordinary that an advantage 
ftiouIJ be attempted to be taken to brii^^ the Bill forward io 
fuddenly. It was notorious that n.’niltcrs feized the 
moment of ftriking a deadly bipw at ti^c right^l^.lib^rtics of 
this coipptry.; tiiey faftened on the outrage otered to his 
Majcftijr as ,a''^pretext and colour for ilieir infidious deiigns. 
Mlniilcrs mf]ght fmuggle the Bill through that houfe, but they 
wc^uld never be able to fniuggle it thruugh the country. The- 
peojde would not furrender their rights into the h.*ads of the 
EFioft weak, bafe, corrupt, contemptible adminiflration that 
ever (lifg raced this country. 

Mr. Si'cretary Dundas laid, that gentlemen invented words 
for him that were not utterred by him, and proceeded to 
argue upon them as if he had ufed them; although they had 
not the leaft refemblance to what be faid. V^^hen the call of 
the houfe was mentioned, he had faid It was his opinion, 
that unlefs this Bill had the wiGi of the country it ought hot 
to pafr,’* and therefore he fcconded the motion for the call of 
die houle. 

* Mr. Brandling profellcd bis carneft apd anxious wifli td 
prot:e<^ the conltituiion fr#>iTi any attjPfppts W^uitever to over- 
turn ic. He faid, he had alfo a dcHrc that no uiinecell'ary 
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j-cftiaints (hould be laid bu the people. Gjreat care oughtj 
in his opinion, to be taken to examine the provifions of the 
Bill, and to fee they contained nothing hoftile to the intereft 
of the people. He, neveithelefs, believed that an evil exifts, 
and that fome remedy fliould be applied to iti 

lAr, DuncoTHhe hn]^ was not prefen t when this fubjefl: 
had been brought forward. , It was that day propofed that the 
Bill be brought in; which he Should not oppofe. But he 
wanted to know when the principle of the Bill was to be 
chiefly difeufled. Was the call of the houfe to take place 
before the fccond reading of the Bill? He wifiicd for infor-* 
matioii from the minifter on that point, becaufe that might 
determine him. , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that he fliould pro- 
pofe that the Bill be now brought up, arid that it fhoulJ pro- 
ceed through all its ftages up to the tliird reading, but that the 
thiid reading (hould not take place until after the call of the 
houfe. He Ijioulcl, after the firft reading, move that the Bill 
be printed, and propofe the lecond reading on I'acfcJay 
next. 

General McLeod faid, that he would vote for the queftiiyn of 
ndjournnicnt ; and that he fliould be very ferry if it Ihould not 
be carried; btcaufc he thought the Secretary of State’s de- 
claration, that the mcafurc was lanftioncd by the common 
voice of the people, was as grofs an inililc to the nation at 
large, as,fob|4 po Glibly be offered, by a moff ihfidious and 
wicked fct' qpminifters ; cvery^ilcp of precipitancy which mi- 
niftcis took'i'n this flagitious thcafurc, tended to tbew the 
people what fort of a thing it was, and to proviStbat mini tiers 
iire thcml'elvcs afliameJ of if. 

The queftion of adjournment was put and negatived. 

Thc^Lharueiior of the Exchequer then brought up the 11 ’Hj 
the title being read, and tlie queftion pur, That this Bill 
be now read a firft time.” 

Mr^ Lamhton role to oppofe it. He began witli alluding 
to what Mr. Alderman Lufliington had faid on a former 
night., ^I'hat worthy mngiflrate, he obferved, at faid, who 
could doubt that the meaning of thofc who met at Copen- 
hagen-houfe was lo excite that fpirit which "afterwards broke 
out In an outrage againft hi.s Majcfty ? But cou^d the wor- 
thy alderman ptove, to the fatisfiuSlion of the hottlCe, any con- 
nedlion bi iween tl^ofe who attended that mecting,*^ ^id the 
perfonswho had fo daringly infulied his Majcfty ? He flbould 
have ftiewn fome coi;^jfelion between the two, before he drfew 
a Cig|p^iifion that the one was the rcfult of the other. The houfe 

height 
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might recdleiS how the minifter had a£ted, when he cauf- 
ed the Habeas Corpus afl: to be rufpended. There was a lit- 
tle decent delay, for the cafe was referred to a committee 
to examine evidence, and to make their report to the houfe, 
and a voluminous report, containing a ftatement of the pro- 
ceedings of the London Correfponding Society had been 
made. Some regard was had to form in that tranfadlion, al- 
though finally it appeared, after full trial, that the charge was 
groundlefs. In the prefent inftance, there was nothing of 
evidence before the houfe, nothing of the exiftenceof any plot^ 
but the mere alTumptions of the proclamation. This was the 
work of minifiers, who came to that houfe with it, and faid, 
** it is our will that you believe every word of it.” 

Sic volo, fic jubco, (lat pro ratlone voluntas. 

Mr. Canning rofe to fupport the motion for reading the 
Bill. That there was an intimate connexion between the 
proceedings at Copenhagen-houfe, and the difgraceful outrage 
which followed he faid, was fo obvious, that he profefied himfelf 
aftoniflied, that any man poficfled of common powers of rea- 
fon, Ihould doubt it. An attempt had been made againfl: the 
king, and a doctrine was preached on the practice of ‘‘ king- 
killing.” The doflrine was preached, and the attempt was 
made. Thedefignsof the fpeakers were not difguifed; they 
publickly declaimed againft majefty and gover^ent. He 
did not then fee how gentlemen could be fo bliiu^!|o plain and 
evident fads ; they wanted to difguife what the aeclaimers and 
orators had no idea in concealing. If, then, the attack on 
our moil gracious fovereign immediately followed the circu- 
lation of fuch abominable dodrine, he did not fee how the 
connedion could be diferedited. There was a plea ufed, it 
was true, that they were afieoibled for the purpofc of peti- 
tioning Parliament: but this, it was eafy to perceive, was 
only a pretext to deceive. 

Mr. Stanley faid, he could not hear this without calling to 
order. A meeti^ was held, and the dodrine of king-killing, 
preached at it. Tnis was diforderly. Could the houfe hear « 
fuch preaching. 

The Speaker faid, he fubmitted to the houfei whether the 
honourable member tranfgreffed any rules when he was called 
to order? Had he thought fo, he &ould himfelf have called 
him to order. 

Mr. Canning proceeded. His argument he faid was fimp'j^ 
this : Ati attempt had beeiji made of a heinous nature. It 
VoL, I, 179J, G g 
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made at the time when the doftrine was held forth, the doc-' 
trine of refinance having been maintained by the Held orators 
of the roftra near Copen hagen-houfe, only three days previous 
to the attempt made on hismajefty; and yet fome gentlemen 
would ftill fay, that the do£irinc and the fatSi: had no connec- 
tion. The houfe had agreed that a Bill fliould be brbiight up, 
and yet fome gentlemen would have tliem perfevere in their 
ignorance of its contents. 

Air, Laml'ton faid, he had heard fome perfons talk of hand- 
bills, in which the doctrine of king-killing was inculcarcd. 
He never Hiw any fuch hand-bill, and he did not believe there 
was any foundation for charging it on thofe who compofed 
that meeting. If the Honourable Gentlemen had any know- 
ledge of them, he ought to have profecuted the circulatois of 
matters fo mil'chievous. 

Lord TVilliam RiAjJ'ell faid, with regard to the hand-bill 
which had been mentioned to contain tiie doctrine of king- 
killing, he declared upon his honour, he had never before 
heard of it. He, could not believe it; however, if fuch hand-* 
bill bad really been diftributed, he would afk wiiether there were 
not laws enough in force to punifli thofe who had been guilty ? 
He thought there muft be law againft treafon. 

Mr. Sheridan began with obferving, that an Honourable 
Gentleman had ftated, that there was a count dion betwecTi 
the proceedings at Copenhagen-houfe, and the infult which 
had been ofFerM to his majefty. He had alfo alledged that 
the doctrine of king-killing had been inculcated by diftribut- 
ing a hand-bill. 'I'hc connexion that he wanted Mr. Sheri- 
dan faid, was a connection between what that gentleman faid 
and the fad; for until he gave fome proof of it, it was a little 
too much to call on the houfe to come to that conclufion. For 
his own part he declared his utter difbeliel of it. 'I’herc might 
indeed be hand bills written and diftiibiited, and moft pioba- 
bly were fo, as others had been before them, by fpies and in- 
formers. He was warranted in faying this, for practices of 
this fort had been proved. Minifters had propagated fuch 
libels frequently through the medium of their fcandalous and 
difgraceful tools.* Could that be doubted ? Had it not been 
ftaied at the Old Bailey by Lynam, one of the informers, 
who admitted that he was paid by government for what he 
did, and that he was obliged to make extravagant fpeeches 
and projK>fitions in fome meoiings to prevent his being fuf- 
pe£i:cd as a fpy ? 

If, therefore, there were any of thefe hand-bills diftributed 

C<^&nhagen-houfe, the probability was, that the perfons 

who 
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who handed theip about were the fpies of government, and 
that they were paid for it at the treafury. That, Mr. She- 
ridan faid, was his belief. With regard to the late meeting, 
what was the probability of this doftrine of king-killing hav- 
ing been heid forth f The meeting was not in a clofc room or 
a place that was inacceflable. Did any perfon there Ihew 
fuch a determination? It was not a meeting where clamour 
was genera?, which is fometimes the cafe at public places. 
It was a meeting where ledures were delivered from particular 
places ere6f 'd for that purpofe, and if there had been lv?ld 
forth the doctrine of king-killing, it was utterly impolTible for 
the thing to pafs by without being noticed. The notoriety of 
the whole proceeding proved the falfity of the particular af- 
ferrion. 'I'herc was but little doubt but that it would have 
been foon put into a train of proof ; and now that this fub- 
jeet I'.ad taken the turn it had done, as fo much ifrefs had 
been laid on the connection between the proceed <ngs at thefe 
meetings anJ the infult offered to the king, he (hould lake 
the liberty of moving for a committee to inquire into the 
fafls, as was done in that houfe on the fufpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus aCt, This, he thought it his duty to do on 
account of the manner in which miniflers had treated the 
fnbjcct. I'hey had ni the King's fpeech allerted that almofi: 
all difeontent was put an end to, and now they alledgcd that 
it was fo great as to make more rigorous meafures ncceflary 
than any that have been propo.fed fince the revolution. He be- 
lieved indeed, that minifters endeavoured to impofe on the 
public in this, as they had done on a former oct^ion. 

Mr. Morris Biohinjon afked, why was there not a guard at 
the meeting? The honourable gentleman who told the ftory 
of king- killing, put him in mind of a pamphlet, “ Killing m 
Murder.^^ 

Heard yc the din of battle bray 

Had then his majefty's minifters, he afleed, reduced his ma- 
jefty to the perilous condition of the prote. ior? Had they ren- 
dcrcd the alpcct of his reign ckHou? ? Mr, M. Robinfon further 
obferved, that the liberties of this country had never been 
better cheriQicd than under the houfe of Brunfwick, but, ihi- 
niilers were endeavouring to make this reign fimilar to the 
reign of Tiberius. 

iVlr. Cunvin la»d, he faw the Bill was pregnant with every 
mifehief, if pamphlets, fuch aSfHie had heard Hated that night, 
had really been diftributed, where had goveri^ment been, and 
W&at had they been about ? Why did they not profecute the au - 
' Gga thorsi 
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thors ? There was no man in that houfe, more ready than he 
was to agree to a law to punilh thofe who fhall be found guilty 
pf any infult to his majefW, or who endeavoured to overturn 
the conftitution; but before he agreed to any new law, 
he muft be convinced that the prefent law was inadequate. 
With regard to the prefent Bill he was fure it was one which 
required the mature deli^ration of the public* If there were 
plots, let them have evidence of them. Before they proceeded 
to meafures of that kind they ought to be very cautious. If 
they looked to hiftory, they would find no inltance of fuch a 
meafure, not even upon the mod critical occafions. No- 
thing fliort of making it impoflible for the people to make 
known any of their complaints he believed was intended. 
The focicties he believed would, at laft, give the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman a colour for palling fuch a Bill, a Bill 
that ftruck at the root of freedom ! He had a family; and he 
wiflicd to bequeath his fortune and liberty to his children. 
He was a lover of the. conftitution of his country, and he 
wifhed to tranfmit it to pofterity; but he defpaired fo to do" 
if the Bill palled into a law. He wifhed, at lead, to have 
fome precedents. Did the country, he afked, in times of the 
greated danger refort to fuch a meafure? If the Bill paiTcd, 
he contended, the third claufe of the Bill of Rights, which ena- 
bled the people to petition, was no more. It was faid by mi- 
niders, th^t they would not go againd the voice of the people. 
Det, then, the fentiments of the people be afeertained, and do 
not pafs the nieafure by furprize. He was ready to accede to 
any meafure wl^ich would not fetter liberty. But he cautioned 
gentlemen hpw they fhackled a free people ! He advifed rather 
the galling miniders to an account, for expending the public 
money on a mod dedruedive war; a war which gave rife to all 
the prefent grievances and didurbance. 

Jy[r. Alderman Lujhhigton declared, he had feen no reafon 
to change the opinion which he gave on this fubjetd on a 
former night, viz. that there was a conne£bon between the 
proceedings at Copenhagen- houfe, and other meetings in and 
about the metropolis, and that cowardly auempt on the fo- 
vereign. He did not take upon him to fay, that ktng^killing 
was publickly mentioned at the meeting ; but he was aware, 
that whoever confidered the doflrines circulated there, mud 
fee, that it was radically and virtually intended. He himfelF 
was once an advocate for reform ; and when he was a can- 
didate for the city, he had dated his mind on that head. 
He was dill of the fame opinion, he wifhed well to the 
liberty of his country!: , But when our ^ hemifphere was 
IMoyped with political gloom, he thought it was not a mo- 

meat 
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ment for reform. This wa>k his reafon for withdrawing him* 
Iclf from his friends in the buiineis of reform. He repreiented 
a numerous body of men, and they felt the imprei&on that he 
did ; they thought that fome meafure ought to be adopted ; but 
it ought to be that which had all poffible tenderne& for public 
rights. He would fubmit to a partial and temporary facrifice 
for the general good; but he was ready to fay that he did not 
wifh the meafure propofed by this Bill, made a permanent law 
of this country. He fhould wilh to fee it made nothing more 
than an annual regulation at moil:. 

General Smith faid, he objeAed to the queftion, but he 
wiihed to hear the provifions of the Bill, becaufe he thought 
it would be right that the houfe ihpuld know what the Bill^was* 

The Speaker confidered the honourable gentleman to be 
out of order, in calling for the provifions of the Bill before it 
had been read a firft time. 

'rhe Chancellor of the Exchequer enforced what the Speaker 
had ftated, and faid^ it was ufual to let a Bill be read a firft 
time, and then the fenfe of the houfe might be taken on it. 

Mr. Greyfaidy that the nature of the Bill was fuchj that ho 
thought it his duty to oppofe it in all its ftages. 

The Speaker faid, that it was true, gentlemen migh.t avail 
themfelves of debating the Bill as it ftood, confiftently with the 
forms of the houfe. 

Mr. Grey faid, that on the prefent occafion, he did not 
mean to enter at large into the Bill. He rofe chiefly for the 
purpofe of entering his preteft againft the time lihat had been 
chofen for bringing it forward. There ought to have been 
notice given of its being to be brought forward ; that iiot 
having been the cafe, the confequence was, that the Bill was 
to be propofed to pal^ one ftage in the abfence of fome of the 
moft eloquent members of that houfe. 

Much had been faid on the connedlion that was alledged to 
iubfift between the proceedings ar Copenhagen-houfe and the 
late infuic which had been odcred to his Majcfiy. That 
outrage excited in his breaft the fenfations that every good 
fubjcct ought to feel upon (b detefiable an ; from a view 
of all the evidence that he knew of, he was, however happy 
to fay he did not believe that in the outrage which was offered 
to the king, any perfon had a thought of affecting the life of 
•his Majefty. He was far from thinking, neverthelefs, that, 
the authors of the outrage ought not to be puniihed ; puoifli- 
ed they ought to be, undoubtedly, and that with the utmoft 
rigour of the law, becaufe if any man does chat which his rea- 
fon ought to Cell him may bring on the^ death of the king, he 
is guilty of treafon, without, ia his own mind, previoufly 

intending 
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intending to kill the king. This was his opinion decidedly^ 
yet he did not wifli it to go to the country, that he was of 
opinion there was one individual who had an idea of aliaili- 
nating rhe king. He did not believe that the infult to his 
MajL-liy originated at Copenhagen-houfe. It was faid, that 
the docirine of king killing was prpiicbed there. He know 
nothing of that. He had indeed been informed that a hand- 
bill was circulated, which llatcd fomething, what he could 
not tell, about king-kiliing His own feelings on the Uib- 
y.:Si were that the IVill was unncceflary, beraufe the laws al- 
ready in exi(K*nee appeared to him fully iiiiHcicnt to reprefs 
the evil. If miniikrs had neglected to prof.'cate tiiof. wiio 
kad bafely made an ::ttjck upon the life of our foverergn, was 
that a reafon why all the liherties of the people of LngJand 
fiiould be 1 4 ken from them ? 

Where an honoiuMhle friend of his had ftated what had 
been treated with derifion, viz. '1 hat if ihefc hand-bills were 
difh’ibuted at the meeting at Copenhagen-houfe, they mui}: 
have been diftributed by perfons who were employed for that 
purpofe. He could not help thinking that thofc who were 
ierious in committing the aft, would not have taken that 
mode, becaufe he could not believe that fiich perfons, with 
fuch views, would have run the rifle to which, by that mode, 
they muft be expofed. He could rather conceive what had 
been heard in evidence and proof, that perfons employed as 
fpies, or rather, to ufe a more fafhionable plirafc, “ employed 
as reporters,’^ perfons wiftiing to make their information the 
more valuable, had done it. Proof of this had been mani- 
fcfted at the Old Bailey. He would afk, whether fome of 
iheie perfons had not ufed the mod: violent language ? Had 
not a perfon been executed at Edinburgh, who was a fpy, 
afting upon the order of minifters and paid by them, and on 
whom, there being no other perfon, they infliiScd the penalty 
of death r He did not believe there was any thing faid or 
done at the meetings near the metropolis to provoke this out- 
rage to his Majtuy, and therefore he did not beli'jvc there 
was any conneftion between them j and he could not, on 
that ground, give his countenance to a law, by winch all our 
liberties were rooted up *, neither could he help tlc[.loring 
the Hate of the people of this country at this moment ; they had 
felt the effef): of famine iaft year to a certain extent, and they 
had a profpcfl of feeling it again, and this Bill was intended 
W put it out of their pov^er to make any complaint. Their 
mouths are to (hut, alfough they are to be ruled with a rod of 
hson^ 'Confldering the Bill in the light that he did, xMr. 
C^rey feid, it was a Bill that he (hould oppofe in that honfe 
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and out of that houfe ; and, if he (hould be fo fortunate as t3 
contribute to the reprobation of it on the part of the people, 
and he earneftly hoped, their attention would be duly direded 
to it, he fliould ti|>ink he had done coniiderable fervicc to his 
country. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had laid great ftrefs on the 
neceflity of this Bill. He could by no means agree with 
him in that point. That the law was at this rhoment defi- 
cient, was more than he could believe. It had been fufiicient 
to preferve King William, againil whofe life a plot had been 
formed, and no king’s life in England had ever been more 
valuable than that of King William. The law, as it flood, 
had protedled the flate during two rebellions ; he muft there^ 
fore believe, that the law exifting was fufficient as it flood; 
if fo he could not aflent to a Bill that took away all the liber- 
ties of Engliflimen. For thefe reafous, Mr. Grey faid he 
mufl oppofe the Bill, in this, as he fhould do in every other 
fldge of its prog refs in that houfe. 

Mr. H. Duncombe faid, he confidered a Bill, like the pjc- 
fent, that tended to reflrain the free difcuflioTi of political fub- 
jed’ts as a matter of the greateft importance — of more import- 
ance than any that had been introduced into that houfe fince 
the revolution. But, when he mentioned^the revolution, he 
could not but obferve, that if a Bill of that tendency had 
taken place before 1688, there had been no revolution. Wc 
had been ftill grovelling under the defpotifrn o: the houfe of 
Stuart. He faid, he had witnelfed with horror the behaviour 
of the mob to the king, on the firft day of the felHon ; he re- 
garded that as a traufaflion, which degraded the generous 
linglifli charadter, which difdained bafe infult and unmanly 
outrage. He wifhed to fee the kingly part of the conflitu- 
tion protected, but there was another part of it that deferved 
no Icfs attention, namely, the democratical. The regal and 
dcnioeratical parts were equally client lal to its perfeftion. H«. 
had heard of meetings that had given him much concern, as 
it was intimated to him, that very dcteflable dodlrines we|[d. 
broached there ; but if thefe piefent had been guilty 
excels, were they not amenable to the laws ?, . If tbeexifti^, 
laws were not thought fufHcienr, he would. wiUiOjgly^^onri^t,, 
to other laws— ^to any laws that wounded not the vital princi- 
ples of the conftitution. He thought the free diicofiion of {yir 
litical fubjedts was one of thofe principles. ; He wilhefd 
to engraft upon that love we feel for the foveieign,; op that' 
fentin»eiu in which fo decided a. majority, of the people w'ero* 
united — a mcafure that crippled the freedom of polirical dif- 
cu/fion. "i'he minifler, whom he had long fupported, would 

toot 
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not wiih to difcredit popular meetings, for, in addition to his 
merit, he was confiderably recommended to his Majefty^s fa- 
vour, by the opinion the people had expreiTed of him ; and he 
was coufident that he woulc not kick dowA the ladder, the 
conftitutionai ladder, by which he had mounted to eminence 
and diftihdlion. He could not approve of the Bill in its pre- 
fent form, as he IHced not to leap over thofe out-works of our 
conftitution, thofi? barriers of freedom, which our anceftors 
bad ever refpefled. He would not, however, obje6l to the 
firfl reading of the Bill, to judge further of its nature and ex« 
tent. 


Mr. iVilberforce faid, that he felt the utmoft regret upon 
the prefent occafion to find himfelf under the iiecelfity of dif- 
fering with his Honourable Friend (Mr. Duncombe), with 
whom, upon every conftitutionai quefiion, he had formerly 
had the happinefs to agree. He was furc, however, that the 
fentiments his honourable friend had expreilcd were dictated 
i>y his total mifconception of the Bilk He was forry, when 
notice of it firft was given, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had not gone at greater length into an explanation of 
the nature of it, to prevent any mifiake or mifreprefentation 
of its contents ; a precaution which, he was now the more 
convinced, was extremely neceflary. When his Honourable 
Friend talked of the bars and mounds creded round to protetEf, 
whathejufily ftyled, the palladium of Britifh liberty, being 
overthrown, he was not aware that this very Bill raifed new 
bafiions for its fecurity, and fo far from weakning, ftrengthcneJ 
Ae bulwarks by which it was defended* There was nothing 
t^ntained in it that, in his apprebenfion, touched on the cf- 
fential right of the conftitution. It abolifhed none of the 

S privileges which Englilbmeti could legally exercife. Tho 
' ' im holding popular aflemblies and of difeufling public af- 
was prefervOT by this Bill to every extent which ought to 
be permitted, or which the exifting laws authorifed. 

General Tarkton faid, that he had heard expreffions em- 


ployed that night which he did not underftand, and which 
ferioufly on the attention of the houfe, and required an 
explanatipm Much bad been fpoken of certain hand-bi!^, in 
yvhich the of king-killing was inculcated, and the 

prance yeemmended- For his part he had never heard that 
£t€h hand-bilk extfted, and he thought it highly proper that 
the Honourable Gentleman who had introduced this fubjei^t 
Ibould explain to the houfe upon what authority the alfertion 
prat made, y)rh|| fpiurccahe dqjiv^dhis infoimacion. 
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-He could not follow, the Honourable Gentleman (Mr, 
Witbcrforce) through his ancient and modern fertificatipn. 
Tt^he Honourable Gentleman feemed to have Walked with 
tottering fteps upon this new ground, and had ftumblcd over 
the parapet of prerogative into the ditch of dcfpotifm. It was 
unneccfl’iry to flrip him of that pomp of language, that fo- 
lemnity of manner, which he had afFedled^ thofe fophifticated 
fentiments with which he attempted to colour his fupport of 
the prefent meafurc. He obferved that wars now became un*^ 
popular in proportion to their duration. Amidft the load of 
national debt, and the taxes with which the people were bur* 
thened, the refources of a ftate were fjon exhaufted. He 
hoped he fliould incur no ridicule, if he reminded the houfe 
of an obfervation he had made upon thedifeuflion of a motion 
of his Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Fox) at the beginning 
of . the war three years ago, that he was fure the war, were it 
undertaken, would produce ultimately either anarchy or *def- 
•potifm. Have not the refources of this country been ftretcKed 
in the courfe of it to an unparalleled degree ? Is it not true that 
difeontents have been excited by the flum^Icfs conduct of ad- 
.miniftration j by their daring expedients, and by the preiFure 
of that famine to which they have expofed the people of this 
countryj By the eloquence, the indefatigable activity, and 
addrefs of minifters, the war was in its commencement 
rendered popular, and the fyftem of artifice, delulion and 
calumny, had induftrioufly been employed to fupport it. Now 
it appeared that the cafe was reverfed, and the arts of minifters 
could no longer fereen from unpopularity, meafures, the folly 
of which <:ould not be couce<ded. He felt the principle of 
loyalty as ftrong within him as ^ny man could boaft, and he 
detefted from his foul the attempt againft the perfoii of his 
Majeftyi yet he could impute that difeontent which had 
manifefted itfelf, and rnuch of that fedition of which they 
complained, to the calamities with which the war had* been 
ai tended, the mifery it had generally diftufed. He could 
not but feel the utmott furprize at the hypocrify which 
minifters had difplayed at the opening of the teffion, andfhl^ 
language which the fpeech from the tiirone had malfttairiCd. 
It appeared that the outrage committed againft his Majefty^ 
with whieh he himfelf was then wholly unacquainted, %iul 
been perfeilly well known to minifters, at the Very moment 
when the^y allowed the houfe to echo that part W ttSC' IpCech, 
which exprefled fatisfadioa at the fpirit of o^der and fub- 
miffion t.p the laws which had been, tnsuufeftcd iti^he ct>untry. 
In fpftc of this teftimony of their owli%elief, and of the de- 
Voul. I795, Hii claration 
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claration into which they had betrayed the houfe, they canoe 
forward in Icfs than a fortnight, with a Bill of the mpft vi6leht ' 
nature, and of the moft uncoriftitutional tendency, founded 
upon fafls, which' in no degree deterred them from maintain- 
ing arguments direftly inconfiftent with their prefent fenti- 
merits and afTertions. 

Gcmral Smith wiflied that king-killing had not been men- 
tioned-; he did not think it a fit theme of difeuflion within 
thofe walls. The General faid he would referve himfelf for 
the fccond reading;, though he difapproved of the Bill- 

Sir JViiriam*Milner fiiid, that although he was not in the 
habit of obtruding himfelf upon the attention of the houfe, he 
’could not be filent when a Bill of fuch magnitude as the 
prefent formed the fubjeft of difcuflion. He would oppofe it 
becaufe he confidered that it would not only be ufclefs for the 
object to which it was direcSled, but would prove highly detri- 
mental to the country. He was convinced that the perfons 
who were guilty of the. crimes it was intended to prevent, 
might be punifhed by t^ie cxiiling laws. He was furprifed at 
the obfervations of a worthy magiftratc (Alderman Lufliing- 
ton), who complained of the inflammatory hand-bills which 
were daily circulated. Knowing fuch prafiices to take place, " 
without attempting to reprefs them, involved no fmall fliare of 
blame on the part of the worthy magiftrate. If he was not 
afraid, he might as a magiftrate, have excrcifed powers with 
which he was not invefted, and aiTumed an authority not con- 
ferred by the laws:— he had fat, as a juftice, upon the trial of 
perfons accufed of diftributing inflammatory hand-bills, who, 
after being found guilty by the jury, h^d been condemned by 
tbe juftices to two years imprifonment. At this very period, 
he knew that there were two or three perfons confined in the 
Caftle of York for this very offence. The crime of Yorkc 
alias Redhead, lately tried at the York 'Aiflzes, was, his having 
uttered certain inflammatory fpeeches; and he had been con- 
vi&ed^ and was to be brought to ihe King's Bench to receive 
lentence. Thefe fadls had come under his own obfervation ; 
and he believed even the Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
not pretend to deny their truth, or the conclufions which 
ueceflarily flowed from them. He felt the higheft indigna- 
tion at any feditious attempts which might exift ; and he 
thought minifters ought to do their duty, in endeavouring to 
fiipprefs iUegsd meetings, if fuch took place, and to give 
dire&ons to magifttates to exert, for this purpofe, the autho- 
rity ^i^ypofteiled, He had heard of a meeting which had 
place that day, .jildtere, he underftood, the moft perfefi^ 

peaceablcnefr 
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Jpcaceablenefs akid decorum had prevailed. If this meeting 
Kvas afTemblcd fot the purpofe of petitioning the legiflaturd 
^ainft this Bill, he highly approved of their defign. The 
loyal yeomanry and gentry in various parts had met, and he 
hoped would meet, to give it their decided oppofition^ He 
felt extremely uneafy in differing with fome friends on the 
other fide of the houfe whom he highly efteemed, and whdfe 
opinion had fo much influence with him, that he could hardly 
prevail on himfelf to vot6 againft the Bill. On the fubjeft of 
the war he had found himfelf under the neceflity of differing 
with valued friends, efpecially with one who had poflefled a 
confiderable office in adminiftration, which he no longer held^ 
with whom he had generally agreed on public affairs. He 
was a man attached to no party, and was equally indifferent 
whether the executive power was adminiftered by the gentle-* 
men on the one or the other fide of the Houfe. He waS 
jguided folely by motives of public utility and by the beft pf - 
his judgment, though from his being little ufed to public! 
fpeaking he might be unable to explain his fentiments with 
that eloquence which others could command, and a habit of 
fpeaking might beftoW. 

Mr. Mderman Anderfon faid, he highly approved of the 
Bill, though he was not yet perfeiHy matter of its contents* \ 
He entertained the greateft dread of the fedrtious meetings . ' 
which had been held, and thought fome ftrong meafure ne^ 
celfary to counterad them* In his journey to’ town that day^ 
and in the immediate neighbourhood of the road he palTvd, 
be faw crowds of people, and enquiring the caufe at A 
turnpike-bar, had been informed that it was a meeting of 
the Correfponding Society, which had difperfed a good deal, 
difappointed at an unlucky accident) by which Mr. "i'helwall, 
one of their orators, had been deprived of a phaeton belong* 
ing to a certain noble Duke, of which he was to have had 
the loan, and from whence he meant to harangue the mul^ 
tiiude. ■ , 

Mr^ Stanley faid, the privileges of Engliflimen were ei^ ; 
tinguifhed, if they could Hot meet when and how they pleafed 
for the difeuflionof puliiic affairs. Td render their condU^ 
fubjed to the arbitrary cpntroul and fummary interfeiepce of 
a majgiftrate, the purity of Whofe views might <|t^ftiion|ibl^ 
was in his mind incohnftent w^lh every idea ^d of 

the conftitution. ’ > 

Mr. L Hawiins Ithoiight die Gentle- 
man^ reafpns againft the Bill )^ft could be- 

given la prove the propriety atnl exj^diency of adopting k* 
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Jf magiftraCes were corrupt or arbitrary in the execution of 
their duty, they Were amenable to the laws. 

Lord TV. 'Rujfell faid, that as an imputation had been thrown 
but by a worthy Alderman againft the charadier of a noble 
Duke, whom.he thought it incumbent on the worthy Aider- 
man to name, and to ftatc what reafon he had to believe the 
ftory which, improbable and foolilh as it was, if not properly 
Explained, might be propagated upon the flight foundation of 
whbt been ftated in the houfe in a manner h’ghly prejudicial 
to the charafler of the noble Duke alluded to ^ he would there- 
fore move that the debate be adjourned, in order that an 
enquiry might take place into the la£ls which had been dated 
» reafons for fupporting the Bill ; which motion was fe- 
conded. 

, Mr. Harrifon obferved, that this was a frcfli attempt to 
calumniate, by the vileft and moll dci’picnble artifices, the 
charablcrs of thofc v/bo were bold and honeft enough to oppofe 
ihe mca Cures of adminillration. 

Alderman Anderfm in explanation faid, he had always con- 
ceived it to be the undoubted right of every member" of that 
(jipufe to ftate fuch circumflances as might be connedled with 
the queftion. He had merely ilatcd what he had heard in 
his way to town. , 

Mr. Lambton faid be well knew that It was the wife of 
gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe to blacken and de- 
lime.the ebarablier of thofe who ftood forward in oppolition 
to their meafures. It was a part of the foundation on which 
their fyftem was fupported. . If the worthy Alderman had 
a£fed as he ought to have done, and as candour and liberality 
didlated, he would have told the perfon who gave him the infor- 
that it was impoflible the matter could ftand as je- 
prcf^ited, or l:hat the noble perfon alluded to could in any 
way encourage fodittpus and di^oyal meetings, indcad of 
coming to the houfe with fo poor and miferable an anecdote, 
which could never impofe upon any man who knew the noble 
L^ukc, as he (Mr. Lambton) knew him, and which might be 
ferious in the confeqoences it might produce, confidenng the 
adtivity with which it wbuld be pre^gated. Similar falfe- 
boods, nnd equally contemptible, had been em- 

ployed to itjiJMf foiuc of his honcuraWe friends fufpciaed 
it had lieen mrf^oufly afferted, widely circulated, and, where 
tb| jruth idy^^not knowiif might even he believed, that 
intercepted from themlo certain members of 
Such attacks could be encouraged 
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only for the worft of purpofes, anJ merited the feverefl: fc- 
prehenifion. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, he believed nobody could fc- 
rioufly lilteii to the ftoiy they had heard. He was. happy to 
find that the Honourable G'jntIcaMa was oifended with the 
freedo ns ull-d with characL* ;> and he hoped he would en- 
deavour to imprefs the fame fcntimcnl upon one of his Ho- 
nourable friends near him, (Mr. Grey) who had accufed mi- 
nifters of having confpircd murder one of their own fpies.. 
He very fucccfsfully ridiculed the wifli to adjourn the houfe, 
in order to enquire whether the ftory of a noble Duke 
and his phaeton were well or ill-founded. 

Lord IV, Rujptll faid a few words in explanation. 

Mr. Grey faid, that he fliould not have rifen had he not felt 
it neceffary to explain himfelf on a point to which the Ho- 
nourable Secretary of IJtate had alluded. He never had 
meant to fay that minifters had confpircd a deliberate murder, 
:tnd if any thing that fell from him feemed to import fuch aa 
idea, he wilhed it to be confidered merely as an inadvertency 
of expreflion. He had formerly la)d, that tad as his opinion 
of the prefent minifters certainly Was, he did not believe they 
could go fo far as to encourage, /or their own purpofes, any 
jiifiammatQry hand-bills in which dodlrines were inculcated, 
from which great mifehief might eventually arife. Yet it had 
appeared upon evidence during the ftate trials, that minlfterial 
agents had taken an adive part in popular meetings, and bad 
uttered the moft feditious fpeeches, and promoted the moft 
violent refolutions. 

W ith regard to the matter on which the adjournment was 
founded, though in icfelf there could not be a diftercnce of 
opinion as to its folly and abTiirdity, it was not in his judgment 
.'iltogcthcr fo unimportant. It was evident from the impref- 
lion it bad made on the naind of the perfon by whom it was 
related, that others might feel in the like manner refpeding 
It. It was dated as a reafon for fupporting the Bill, that per- 
fons of high rank had mingled in, the intrigues of feditious 
meetings, and had encouraged them by their countenance 
and proteftion. Mr. Grey declared he would fupport the 
adjournment, not for the purpofe of examining into the truth 
of a partict^^allufiQn, but in order to inquire into and af- 
certain the if&te ot thele feditious meeti^S, before they 
joined ia the clamaur'ag^inft them, and to true 

fituationof the public mind, before they coute^nced fuch a 
libel as the Bill implied upon the people of England/ 

Mr. fVilberfsrce i’poke fhortly in explanation. 


General 
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General Tarleton and Mr. Courtenay faid each a few word$. 

Mr. Sheridan faid the queflion came to this, that the Worthy 
Alderman, by obfcrving filehce, had* feemed to perfevere in 
his belief of the ftory he had told. He was furprifed that the 
Duke of Bedford fliould l)c held out as countenancing any 
meetings which were deemed licentious, when he favv tiiat 
refpeded name fubfenbed puhlickly to a paper which would 
confer immortal honour on his charncSler, and was intended 
to encourage an univerfal and decided oppofuion to the prefent 
Bill. .What the honourable Alderman had Hated, was in- 
deed a Itory which was fit for old wives to tell, and old wives 
to believe. He imagined the next talc would be that thef 
orators of Copenhagen-houfe had borrowed bob wigs from 
the. Duke of Norfolk in order to make their appearances. 
All fuch idle fables, however, only proved the incefldjit ca-* 
lumnies to which the oppofers of miniftcts were fubjccl. A 
ihocking in|tance of the malicious and wicked attempt which 
arofe from tne fyftem, which minifters patronifed, happened 
during the ftate trials laft year. At the very time when the 
bill was before the grand jury, in the cafe of thofe men 
whom a certain Honourable Gentleman cbofc to term ac- 

S iitted felons,” a ftory which could not fail to imprefs in- 
antly the public mind, of a terrible defign to murder the 
king, by means of fome new kind of inftrument, was pro- 
pagated. This was generally credited at the time, yet lio 
fu^ plot had been conceived, he believed, and this Inlb umeiit 
no perfon had ever fecn.^ Notwithftanding this, prints, notori- 
oufly in minillcrial pay, had faid that the inftrument was found 
a^d the perfohs fully committed for trial. Thus it was evident 
how minifters would avail rhemfclves of every incident w'hich 
occurred, to render men whofe influence and character might 
enable' them to oppofe their meafures with fuccefs fufpicious. 

Strangers being defired to withdraw, a divifion took place 
on Lord W. Ru^U^s motion for an adjournment. 

Ayes - • 22 

Noes , - - 145 


Majority - 113 

The Bill VW then read a firft time. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he was happy to And tbaLibe Honour- 
able Qeiitlemi^nibafl abandoned part of his plai^Tince he had 
^c^unged thcfclaufe which related to private families. He 
however, to find that mutittss in fields ^ af- 
;ltmDled withbut regard to the regulations in the Bill, were to 
' as di/orderly hodjes* 

The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer^ faid, he did not intend 
that the Bill Ihould extend to private farnilies. 

Mr. M. Robinfm afked, fince all meetings, to which ad- 
mittance was obtained by money or ticketsi^ were prohibited, 
whether card routs were comprehended within the operation 
of the Bill ? 

The houfe then divided on the queftion— That the Bill bo 
read a fecond time. * 

Ayes - - 129 

Noes - • 21 

Majority - 108 

A fecond diviflon took place on the queftion— That this 
•Bill be read a fecond time on Tuefday following. 

Ayes - - 129 

Noes - - 23 

« Majority - 106 ^ 

The houfe adjourned till next day. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, November 13. 

Previous to the order of the day being read, the Earl of 
Lauderdale rofc, and faid he had a motion to make, which he 
did not conceive would meet with any objedion. As the 
Bill before their lordfhips, in its preamble, ftated certain fadls, 
it was highly neceflary, in order to juftify their lordfhips to 
themfelvcs and to the world, that the proof of thefe faSs 
(hould fomewhere appear, and that the public fhould know the 
grounds upon which their lordfhips had entertained a Bill of that 
^extraordinary extent and importance. With that view he 
moved there be laid before the houfe a copy of the examination 
taken by, or by order ofrhis Majefty’s Secretary of State, or 
before his Majefty’s moft honourable Privy Council, on the 
fubjedt of the attack made on his Majefty’s perfon on the 
iirft day of the prefent fefSon of parliament. • 

, Lord Grenville fliid, the noble Earl’s motion, at the firfl 
glance of it, was fo forcibly objeftionable and fo abfolutely 
improper to be complied with, that he really.was aftonifbed 
that the noble Earl fhould halve ventured to bring it forward. 
With regard to the flagitious outrage committed oh the facred 
perfon of his Majefty in his way to parliament, ^ faft was 
not only a njattcr of the greafeft notoriety, but iheir lordfhips 

had 
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Iiad it In evidence taken at their own bar 9 and fo far from the 
fmalleft doubt being entertained of it, it had been confefii^d 
and lamented by every one of their lordfhips who had faid a 
fyllable on the Nay, more, the houfe had maJe ft 

the ground of an addrefs to his Majefty, befeeebing him to 
diredt that the molf cfiedtual means be taken, without delay, 
to difcover the authors and abettors of crimes fo atrocious. 
Purfuant to the wiflies of both houfes of parliament, fo cx- 
prefled in their joint addrefs, his Majefty had been pleafed to 
give diredtions accordingly, and the matter wac at that time 
in a courfe of enquiry. PofSbly his Majeliy’s fei vants might 
yet be fo fortunate not only to difcover and obtain proof of 
the precife mode in which the violence on his Majcfty had 
been committed, but find a clue to the detedlion of thofe per- 
fons who had been guilty of fo daring and flagitious an of- 
fence. If therefore miniiters were fo forgetful of their duly 
as to lay ufon the table all the information that they had ob- 
tained, it not ferve to warn the perpetrators of the our- 
Fage to get out of the way and elude the puniflimcnt due to 
their ^uilt. His lordfliip faid, it was needlcfs for him to fay 
more in objcdlion to the motion, as the grofs impropriety of it 
muft ftrike every one prefent. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, he had heard nothing from 
the noble Secretary that at all ferved to convince him, that 
there was the fmallcft impropriety in his motion. ' The Hcuife 
|C was true, had called witneifes to their bar on the firlf day 
of the feffion, in order to enquire into the nature and extent 
of the flagitious attack on his Majefty’s perfon, but the whole 
that he could colleft from the evidence fo adduced, was that 
an outrage had becn-committod on his Majt lly. He did not 
find in that evidence one iota of proof that there was any fort 
of connexion between certain focieiies, fo often alluded to, 
and the psrfons who C9mmittcd the violence on his Majefty, 
whereas the Bill in its preamble conne6*led the two together, 
and infinuated that the outrage had proceeded from the nuil- 
titude of feditious pamphlets and fpecches daily printed, pub- 
lifhed, and difperfed. He muft therefore ftiti contend ti^u lo 
juftify their lordfliips fo the world, they ought to have fomc 
proof before them to fiicw, that what the preamble aflumed 
was founded. If, however, the nobfo Lord meant ferioufly to 
inform the houfe that an enquiry was going on, from which a 
^4ete£Uori of the offenders might poffibly. refult, and which 
Ihight be rctfdered fruitlefs % the tsffielk'of his^ prefcnt motion, 
he would confeiit to withdtaw it* 



f }.] wA 0#ALL*S MKMAME'HI'ARy REPORTS. %^t 

£ord Grenville faid, he muft repeat the objeSion he had 
ftated a few evenings lince to having words of his, or indeed of 
any individual peer, made the ground of either moving of 
withdrawing any propofition. To take fuch ground in any 
cafe was wholly unparliamentary and highly improper. He 
once more reminded tjie noble Earl that the two hoiifes had 
carried up an addrefs to ))is. Majefty, in which they exprelS 
their wiihes that his Majefty would direft the moft efFedual 
meafures to be taken to difeover the authors and abettors of 
the daring outrages offered to him in his paffage to and fromi 
parliament. That fuch diredlions had been given, and that 
the matter was .under enquiry. Upon that ground the noble 
Eatl, if he thought proper, might move to withdraw his mo- 
tion, but he defired to have it clearly underftood, that if the 
noble Earl did withdraw his motion it would be an a<St of his 
awn, and not done upon any conditions ftipulated on his 
part. 

* The Earl of Lauderdale (aid, the noble Secretary of State 
claimed the privilege of ftiying what be thought proper with- 
out giving ground for other noble Lords to'obfcrve upon it, 
though he^on a former occafion had been extremely forward 
to faften upon exprelfions of others, and to ftatc what would, 
have been the confequences out of that houfe. The evidence 
delivered at the bar was by no means fufficlcnt to afeertain 
whether the outrage fo much deprecated arofe from a regular 
plot, or an incidental tumult, and the public was peril dly 
convinced that nothing fatisfaftory had been obtained from it. 
The three laft witneilcs, their lordfbips would recolIc£'r, con- 
tradi^d each other on many' points, the only fad- on 
which they all agreed was, that the.ftone by which the win- 
dow of his Majefty’s carriage was broken, did not iltus ftom 
the houfe out of which it was faid to have pome. There was 
nothing like any evidence of a regular confpiracy; nothing 
which could authorife the houfe to proceed on fuch an idea. 
From the conduift of his Majefty^s minifters, b© was thorough- 
ly convinced that the pretence of the advances made in the 
inv'eftigation was a downright impofture, and that they had 
not difcovered any thing which could tend to connect that 
outrage with the proceedings of any body of men, or tp cor- 
roborate the aflfertions, they had made on the fubjeift. 

The Lird Chancelbr faid, the moment the noble Earl pro- 
pofed his motion he was perfedUly aftoniihed at hearing him, 
fo glaring was its impropriety, th^t he was furprized it (hould 
have efcaped the noUc Earl^ 'Fo conlider it . in no other 
View, he wottM content himfctf with obfervirtg that it would 
VbL. 1.1795. li be 
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be a crijninal breach of truft, and a very high mifdenieanour 
in any magiitrate, and in the Secretary of State> as well ao 
every other magiftrate^ to divulge, without an order of the 
houfe, the refult of an examination which might form the bafie 
of a proiecution in a. court of juftice* 

Lord Hawkejbury brought up fome accounts from the Board 
of TVadc, which he moved fhould be printed* 

The Bill for the better fecurity of his Majefty^s perfon, 
icc, having been, upon motion, read a third time, the Earl of 
Lauderdale faid, he had formerly hinted his intention, if the 
Bill fliould pafs, of moving a claufe to extend it to Scotland* 
Unicfs fornc provifion were enafted to reftrift profccutions fof 
^bc offences of fedition and mifdemeanour in Scotland, to be 
^onduded on this Bill, an indictment at common law might 
deprive the people wholly of the benefit of it. He thought 
Aat very few words would be neceffary to fhew the propriety 
of the houfe adopting the claufe he meant to introduce. 
Whatever difeontents or tendency to fedition exifted in Eng* 
land, it was allowed on all hands, that there was none in the 
country to which he alluded. If the BUI about to be palled 
was adcc>iiate to reprefs fedition in a country where a difpofi- 
tion to overturn the laws was faid to have appeared, it would 
furcly be fulEcient where a very oppofite fpirit prevailed. He 
,cou1a not thinlc it poiSble that ftronger penalties were nccef* 
fary to reprei's fedition in a Scotchman than an Knglilhman. 
He would therefore pi opofe that there be added the following 
^aufe : 

“ Provided alfo and be it enafled that this Ail fhall extend 
to that part of Great Britain called Scotland, and that no 
profecution fhall be there infiituted by indidment at com- 
mon law, or otherwife, for any offence within the provifions 
of this ait, otherwife than under this Ail/* 

Earl Mansfield he would fpare the houfe the trouble 
of again hearing the arguments he had employed when a 
motion was made ia the courfe of the lall feffion to alter the 
laws of Scotland on the fubjeil, at which time he had dated 
a conlidcrable number of cafes to prove, that tranfportation on 
conviclion of what w^as there called and known by the name 
of Seditio Regrii^ was not a new puniihmcnt for the offence. 
Some there were, his Lordfbip faid, whofc eloquence could 
give the cha/ms of novelty to the moft common ' topics— 

t 'fcies repetit^ placebit. But fuch qualifications were the por- 
bd only of the favoured few, and be would not detain their 
^rd&ips with a repetition of what he bad then urged, though 
i^dy la meet any noble Lord upon that dilcuffion 

cucc 
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once mor^. He had the happinefs to know that thedeclfion 
of the judges of the Court of Juftictary met, with the appro-^ 
batfon of every profeflionat man of ability and credit in the 
country, with the fingle exception of the noble Earl, who he 
well knew had ftudied the law of Scotland, and, ifo^eravoj^ 
cations had not engaged his attention, he would doubtlefs 
have proved one of its brighteft ornaments. The people of 
Scotland had long enjoyed the laws which now exifted, and 
thofe laws were fuited to their difpofition and inclination. The 
laws of England and Scotland were by the treaty of union 
to be maintained perfe<£lly di'Hn£):, and on one point alone, 
viz. the laws of treafon, had they been wifely made to agree* 
With regard to mifdcmeanours, the laws were totally dif- 
ferent. In Scotland, by the law of the land, the punifliment was 
in the power of the judges, or arbitrary, a term which might 
found ill in the ears of their. lordlhips, but which was nothing 
more than anoth'^r word for< dtferetion. In England, fiinilar 
crimes were punifhed in a different manner, yet that was nn 
reafon to interfere with thte fyftcm of criminal jufticc which 
had long prevailed in Scotland, and under ‘which they had 
lived happy and contented. In the prefent moment it wait 
utterly impofTible for the houfe to comply with the motion of 
the noble Earl, which had not been brought forward in a re- 
gular manner, and furcly it would be an adl of fupererogatioti 
to proceed to alter the penal law of Scotland in an effential 
point, without a fingle petition from the country upon the 
table, to call their attention to the fubjedl, without any comd 
plaint that the exiting law was a grievance, or any wiih ex»* 
prefled by the people of Scotland that it fliould be changed* 
It was propefcd only chiter^ and appended as a rider to cfBill* 
The reafons urged in favour of it by the noble Lord were ra^ 
ther extraordinary. He ftated that the people of Scotland 
were perfeSly qiiietj and in the very fame breath that he re- 
prefen ts them as living contentedly under their pirefcnt laws, 
he moved for an alteratioria 

The Ea^ I of Lauderdale faid, that when his Majefty's mi- 
nifters retorted to the prefent Bill, and pretended it was ne-* 
cefliiry to reprefs the fpirit of difeontent, which they repre- 
fented as too ftrong to be kept in awe by any other than the 
mofl: powerful rt medley he could not account for their rc*^ 
fufai to extend it to Scotland, and their obftinate defence of 
the fyftem of criminal law prevalent in that cciuntry, unlefi 
they meant f to follow the advice of.one of^their own body, 
who had exprefled a vvib, that the criminal law of Scotland, 
ill cafes offedition, was extended to England, and made the 
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law here. He was afraid that the prefent Bill was a ftep ^ 
he realizing of the defign. It was, perhaps, only a trial ho^ 

. far the people of England would fubmit to the approaches to the 
fyfteni, and their acquicfceiice would lead, at fome period not 
very diilartt, to Its complete adoption. He did not dt-lire to 
take his notions of the law of Scotland from the noble Earl j 
but he mud; contend, that not himfelf only, but many diftin* 

. guiifhed lawyers in Scotland, had been of opinion, that the 
law as dated by the noble Earl (Mansfield), fo far from being 
nnderftood to be the law of the country, that idea had never 
entered int o thehead of any bu: one man, till the conviflionof 
certain perfons, which had produced the difeuflion referied 
io by the notle Lord, where . the dodtrine of the noble Earl 
|Vas broached for the firft time. 

; ^ The Earl c; Mjmjield l;ud, he did not rife to give any an- 
to tl-^e impmai.oji thrown on minifieis j he difdained a 
rejjly to fuch a c:»ar. e*, but the ftimmary of the noble Earl’s 
jregforiing reminded him of the obfervation of an old lady, who 
to fay, I do not know how it happens, but the ininiflcr 
of the paiifh and I arc always in the right.” And repeated his 
former arguments. 

Lord Hau'kjbury faid, much of what he had wifhed to offer 
to their lordllnps had been anticipated by the noble Eari, who 
had juft fat dv)wn, who had fo ablv ftaied the ftrong obje<itions 
that prefciucd themfelvcs againft the noble Earl’s motion, 
Hisreafons ior thinking it ought to be received were certainly 
foniewhac extraordinary. In the firfl place, the noble Earl 
bad faid, that Scotland was at this time in a ftace of perfeifi 
peace, tranquillity, fubordination, and order, and had ^ufed 
that obfervation as an argument to fliew% that analteration of 
the penal laws of Scotland was neceflary. Another matter 
worthy of remark was, that the noble Earl had, for almoft a 
week together, been endeavouring to perfuade their lordfhips, 
^hat the Bill was a violent a<51 of oppreflion to the fubje^t, 
that it tended to deprive them of their nioft valuable privileges^ 
and was founded in injufiice and defpotifm ; and that day their 
lordfhips had beard the noble Earl call upon them with all 
. the force of his eloquence, and begged that this ad of tyranny^ 
injuftice, and defpotifm, .might be extended to Scotland, as a 
" lipon and a favour to that part of the kingdom. 

The Earipf Hopetoun faid the nobW Earl had feduced him 
;i.|0 the neceffity of riling, in order to exptisis his., objedion to 
; propofed claufe ; tbe people of Scotland, he well knew 9 
^ ea^ and happy under thfir penal laws a$ thpy flood at 
^ priaMt, and jf they were feverc they deemed it a wholefomo 
that they poiTelTed^ fince it enabled them to get rid of the 

* miiEonarifs 
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-piiffionaries of fedition, who cane l> the i cjuiitjy with no 
0ther view but tO peifuade them they were unhappy, when 
they felt the moft perfect eafe aij l fatisfaiSliou, and that, not- 
withflanding the effential benefits and blcfling-; they daily ex- 
perienced, that they ought to be difeontented and plaintive, 
1 hey well knew that their lives, their property, and their li- 
berty, were fccured under the exilUng Jaw of their country^ 
and he wa^ pcrfeilly fare that they did not wifh for an alter-* 
ation. 

The motion of the Earl of Lauderdale was then negatived 
without a divifion. 

Upon the cjueftion being put that the Bill do paf«> 

7'he Duke of Bedford faid, after the very ample difeuffitm 
the Bill before the houfe had undergone, during its progrelo 
to prefent ftage, he was fenlible of the little profpetfl left 
him of gaining the attention of their lordihips, by novelty of 
argument, or force of rcafoning. It certainly was not bit 
Wifh or defign to occupy their Ifordihips time, by going over 
the grounds of objeSian that had already been taken to the 
Bill. He felt, however, fo great a depreffion of ipirits, and 
found himfclf (o overwhelmed with anxiety of mind, when he 
contemplated the meafure in queftion,thar, he confefied,he waf 
impelled by thofe fenfationsto pppofe the bill through everyftage 
of it, and would endeavour, by one more effort, one further 
ftrugglc, to imprefs their lordihips with the fentiments he en# 
tci uincJ on the fubjeft. The firm and decided condaii,^ 
;in oppofition, feeble, in point of number, had indeed effed^d 
fouic change in the claufes of the Bill, yet, while theprindfjfe 
was admitted, he had no confolation but in having exerad 
himfelr to (pften the evil which he could not prevent, * 

I conceive, faid his Grace, this meafure to be, not merely 
,an extenfion of the criminal law, an extejnfion of the general 
law, but a ftab to the conftitution, and an attempt to ftrike 
at the foundation of the liberties of EngVtQamen. 1 feall 
therefore fliortly advert to the reafoiis by which this meafure 
is fupported, and the arguments by which thefe reafons are 
enforced. I ought to fay reafon, for one only has been af- 
figned, namely, the outrage a^inft his Majefty, on thefirft 
day of the fefiion. This putxa^ we all equally lament: the 
fentiments of regret^ and abhorrence which we felt on the 
cccariotuiwe have in ^ur addrefs to his Majefty, 
requeftea him totake all poffible means to Jifeover and puntlh 
tpe authors. How then c^n this Bill operate with refpeft to 
that outride i It is fti^ed that its c^jed is to render the perfoa 
Qi bis Majefty jnvre ftcure. No doubt we would all obear* 

full/ 
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fully concur in any meafure, which might tend to the greater 
fecurity of his Miyefty’s perfon. How can the perfon of his 
Majefty be rendered more fecurc ? Does it not already poflefs 
all the guard which it can derive from the reverence of office, 
and the cnaclmt nts of law ? Noble Lords are aware of tho 
futility of the pretext, even while they fet it up, and that 
greater fecurity cannot be given to his Majefl-y's perfon by 
any new law than it already pofTefles from the eftablilhcd con- 
jtitution. An attempt has been made to connefl the outrage 
agaihfthis Majcfty, with the proceedings of certain meetings^ 
whofe feditious doctrines are faid to have been delivered, 
alienating from his Majefty the aft' dtions of his fubje£ts, and 
exciting their minds to contempt and hatred of the conihi- 
fution. To this I have only to anfwer, that, however pub- 
lick and notorious the meetings ihat had taken place, to tho 
jpToccedings of thofe meetings, we cannot legiflatively refer ^ 
they are not before us in any parliamcntar) fhape, i r in any 
0Cher upon which we can a<^. I may be told that the noto- 
ficty of thefe proceedings, and -the frequent advertifements 
which we fee in the papers calling them together, arc fuffi* 
cient grounds upon which we may go on the prefent oc- 
ofion* The afleriion which had been made by certain noble 
lordr, that the late brutal ard mofl abominable attack on his 
Idajcfty’s f.u red perfon, proceeded from peifons conneffed 
with any political party exifting in the country, vms fuch as 
ciught to be irn mediately repelled ; it was an aTlcrtion utterly 
Wimpported by the Icaft fhndow of cv'dei.ce, and totally un- 
fi^nded in fact. It has not been proved, c ither that their pro- 
dfefedrngs were of the nature which been deleribed ; much 
l^fs has it been made out that there ex'ltcd atiy,^Cunoe«Stion 
between thofe proceedings, and the outrage ins Ma- 

jefty, or that the pi rfons who attended tiicfc meet ngs were 
concerned in committing th:;t outrage. It is an argument 
which refts merely uf^Q 5 ii afleition; and it were, lurdy, too 
much to proceed on (o flight a prefmnption, in a mealureof 
fuch ferious confequchces, which goes to create new crimes, 
and to introduce new Uws, contrary to the fpirit of the con- 
ilitution, and fubverfive of d;tc rights of the fubjedt. But 
not only is there this abfence of proof, which fhould preclude 
us from taking any fteps on the fubjcf^; in the condudt of 
jte^ifters there are pofitivc circumfl^rnites which room 
fbr fufpicion that they do not believe their own affcrtloii. If 
the proceedings of thqfe meetings were of that notoriety 
been deferibed j if their tendency went to thofe 
has b^en imputed to them ^ if the tenor of their 

difeourfes 
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difcourfes was calculated to alienate the aficc^ions of thofe 
prefent from his MajelVy, and incite their minds to diflike 
and hatred of the conflitution ; arc there not laws already 
cxifting to reprefs thofe meetings^ and to puniih the authors 
of thole difcourfes ? Do not minifters them:elves know that 
there are fuch laws in exiftence? I 'muft therefore contend, 
that minilters were guilty of a moft lhameful breach of thdt 
duty, if they negleded to enforce thofe laws, and allowed 
the meetings to go on, while they were aware of their dange<* 
rous tendency. Ought they not rather to have reprefled their 
progrefs by thofe means which the con dilution has put into 
their hands, than now, by a new law, to feek to take away 
the lives of thofe, whom by their negleft, they fufFered to 
advance to that pitch of criminality, which they now con- 
tend, renders an alteration of the conditution neceiTary. I 
have therefore a right to infer, either that minifters were 
guilty of a moft fcandalous breach of duty, or that they 
do not believe their own allertion, when they impute to the 
meetings the feditious proce^ings, and the dangerous ten- 
dcncy, which they have made the pretext ‘for the prefenC 
meafure. Such then being the only reafon which has been 
urged in fupport of this Bill, it remains with your lordOiips 
to decide whether it is of that weight and authority, whicl| 
ought to influence you to fan£lion the palling of a new law, 
fo lerious m its nature, and fu alarming in its probable conic- 
qucnces. Could minifters, the Duke afked, with truth complain 
that the remedies to the evils, v/hich they deprecate, and the 
power of fupprelTing thofe illegal principles, fo dangerous to the 
ibvcrcign and the conftitution, arc not in their hands? It was 
jTot that they had not authority to excrcifc, or that the laws 
furniihed no weapons to deftroy the machinations of feditioh* 
Minifters wilhed to ftrctch the law beyond its tone.) Had 
they done their duty they would have employed the juft au- 
thority of the law's in puniftiing and fuppreiSng {edition, in- 
ftead of leeking to convidt the authors of trcalbnable crimes. 
It was a miftaken— it was a fatal idea that the fc verity 
of the law was tljc bell protedlion of a government. 
It was common for noble lords to go to France for theii' 
examples, nor would he thete decline to meet them. Ho 
would conPefs that th^ French revolution was the moft fan- 
guinary a^d moft callDfRtous which the hiftory of mankind 
ever exhibited : but he would tell their lordlhips how thi$ 
difaftrous revolution was produced, and he would defy any 
one who heard him to deny the caufes he alEgned. It was 
not effected by the harangues of field preacheisj or the dif- 
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cuflions of political clubs [a cry ofhear ! hear /]. Yes,'faid 
his Grace, I repeat, that it was itot by the operations of fuch 
petty and Unequal caufes that fo mighty an event was oc- 
eafioned ; it wns by the profligate manners of a licentious 
courts which fanftioned by its example^ and extended by its 
influence, a contempt of morals and of decency 5 a corrupt 
and unprincipled fuccef&on of minifters, who involved the 
nation in an unjuft and unneceffary war— who fquandered the 
rcfourccs, and irretrievably ruined the finances of a flourifning 
nation— who ftrctchcd the feverity of the law beyond the 
fufferance of human nature ! It was by thefe caufes that the 
old government of France forfeited the attachment and the fup- 
port of the people. 

In this country, the perfonal virtues of the monarch con- 
ftitute a marked difference, the amiable chara£ter of the king 
may banifh the licentious immorality of a French court. In 
the conftitution of the cabinet, and the mcafures of corrupt 
tnd wicked minifters, (for corrupt he was warf anted 
Co call themj in confequence of their profufe and lavifli 
grants of the publick money) will be found the oondudt that 
contributed to the fall of the French monarchy : a war under* 
taken, and obftinately profecuted, without regard to the 
intereft or to the withes of the people of this country j new 
places created, and Rewards befiowed upon tiic partizans of 
their Corrupt fyftcm ; ar.d pcnfions of almoft unparalleled pro- 
fufion laviftied upon the avowed advocates of oecunomy ; nay, 
upon the very man who diftinguiftied himfclf at one time as 
the advocate of rigid ccconomy, but wlioie conduft, and 
Wbofe writings had in an eminent degree contributed to create 
and continue the war, and to caulc all its confequent enor- 
mous ex[JcnCes. Though happily the finances of this nation 
have not yet reached that pitch of confufion which haflened 
the deftrudion of the French government, how long can 
that fyftcm of prodtga^ be maintained j or how will a limilar 
cacaftrophe be avoidj^f And will fevcie mcafures or daring 
encroachments Upon the liberties of the people prevent their 
diffatisfaflion ? Gracious God in Heaven ! exclaimed tlic 
Duke, that any fet of men toitld think fuch meafures couCd 
enliven the hopes, or cheer the defjiair of a ftarving people. 
Such attempts may filence the vbicq^ H complaint,,, but they 
cannot reach the inind that will brow over tb(S:^«injufiicc; 
ftey may reftrain and fetter the actions of men, but cannot 
-them love the conftitution, or reconcile them to the 
'Fhc iinalltft knowledge of the human heart 
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muft convince minifters of ihe danger and the folly of their 
defigns. 

Before he concluded, the Duke faid, he muft once more fay, 
that if the laws already in exiftence were adequate to the punifti- 
ment of feJition, and the fapprcdlon of illegal meetings, nuni- 
fters were highly culpable if they did not employ the means 
fiirniflicd by the conftitution to its protection and could noC 
plead neceffity for the introduction and for the enactment of a 
Jaw which would inevitably overthrow the deareft privileges 
•f the people of England. 

Lord Grenville laid, in anfwer, that he fhould always be 
ready to defend any meafure that he fhould have the honour to 
bring forward, from the attacks that might be made on it. 
The noble Duke had fet out with defpairing of advancing much 
new argument againft the Bill, and he certainly had urged 
little oV none. He had relied chiefly on denying that he had 
any parliamentary knowledge of the proceedings of certain 
focieties, and had afkcd if their lordfhips knew any thing of 
them ill their character of legiflators ? I'o this he mutt anfwec 
again, that the matter was two notorious t(» be doubted, and, 
inftcad of making a queition of that, he wou^J aflc another. 
Could any man exift in this metropolis who did not know it? 
’Was the fubjccl: brought before their lordfhips now for the firft: 
time? It had been before them long, and debated over and ovaif 
again; they had on their table a voluminous body of evidence 
not attempted to be denied or refuted. Had noble lords really 
forgotten the Reports of a committee of their lordfhips, and the 
Refolution the houfc had come to in confequence. l^Jrt^es were 
afterw ards profecuted; and yet the proceedings of the London 
Correfponding Society were carried on with increas'd i agernels 
and boldnefs. No longer ago than the preceding d ly there had 
been a proof of this. 'I hefc proceedings were inconfiftent 
with the public tranquility; and he was pcifua'dcd tlieir lord- 
Ihips would agree with him they ought to be fupprdled. Then 
came the queftion, Whether the exifting .Jaw was adequate to 
the prevention of fuch proceedings? The' noble Duke bad, 
indeed, nearly an^vered his own argument upon the poiiU, 
when he had fiid they ought to be left to the power of the 
law, a> it nv»w Ifands, if the law was fufficient for that pur- 
pofe. 'I'o which he would anfwer, that the prefent law was 
notorioufly, and even ridiculoufly, infufEcient : it was upon 
that ground tW prefent BlU was founded; and upon that con- 
vidfion that their lordfhips had hithertp entertained this Bill. 
I he noble Duke had afked what proof was there of the con- 
nediion between the proceedings at the meetings alluded to and 
the outrage which was oflered to his Majcfty? I'he anfwer was, 
Yol, I. 1795. Kk the 
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the dangerous doctrines held forth at fuch meetings tended to 
irritate and infiame the minds of^he ignorant and infatuated 
muUitiide, and to excite in them a diflike of every form of go- 
vernment, and the conclufion was obvious ; to that circum- 
ftance was to be imputed all the mifehief that had arifen, and 
the greater milVhiefs that were to be dreaded, if means were 
not taken for their timely prevention. Would any man under- 
take to prove that they were not connected? He believed no- 
body would undertake the talk. The diUcminatiiig fuch prin- 
ciples mull be injurious to the public intcrcily and therefore 
the Bill before their lordfinps provided for the falety of the 
Monarchy, which was ellcntial to the f.ifcty of our conliitu- 
tion. It creates not any crimes, nor did it conititute any 
new trearon«, it only alteied the puniflirnjiAt applied to 
both under the cxiiling la^\s. In fact, the Bill was cal- 
culated not only as a means of ni nerving the So\e"rcign, 
not merely from outrage and attack as brutal and fcan- 
dalous as that Lit^ ly attempted, but from an atfack more fuc- 
cef^^fu! and inhiiirdy more lamentable, more honid and more fa- 
tal in its confcQuenccs to the country. The iroblc Duke had 
alluded to the French revolution, and hud thought proper to 
compare the nieafures puruied in France I y the old court, and 
thofe of the aJndniiTration of which he had tiij honour to be a 
member. He had ftated that the caufc ot revolution in 
France arole not out of clubs and public n'.eciings, but from 
a form of governmcju in irfelf bad, the circncc ol it being Jef* 
potic, and from the bad and hec diets \v:J\o of the finaixes of 
the country by a proiligate adminilbaiion. 'i'hat the French 
revolution Avas owing u> a governnitnt in itRlfbad he vms 
ready to admit. He would admit alfo, that Ji:;t only the dit^ 
folutc miinners and imprudent condiiet o! t!ie court, but the 
wafteful expenditure of the public rnoncy, ausl grols inatten- 
tion topublic finance, were undoubtedly thech ,' " caulcs of that 
revolution 3 a revolution fo f ir froni beh'j de|::vta:cd by the 
government of this^i^untry, was regarded !■) them in a favour- 
able point of view, as it afibrded a proljx et cncrcaung ihe 
felicity of a great nation, and of coniribut;;ij ro the coiiiinu- 
ance of the tranquility which then lub^ iied thre^ugirout 
Europe, b-o far it was a revolution that every gc'od man niuli 
approve; he had long wlllicd it a happy le: mination; and 
happy would it have been had :t pl^’ccded on tire print iplc 
with which it fet out.- But what b*mught on al^b'e plunder s, 
afl'afTu lotions, bloody and horror which afterwards dcfolated 
Fr^nc^; was the fyflem of principles maintained by clubs and 
vtirioys public meetings which took place. It was that fyftcm, 
liieir feditious practices, and the ferocious condudt of i'ucccf- 
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five political fj colons which ruined the country, and difturbed 
and agitated all Europe. PohtJcal aflcmblies it was well 
Jenown, Jind been held there in Englind which openly pro* 
felled to imitate the clubs in France. I'licir publications, 
their doctriiKS, aiid the principles they avowed were limilar, 
and I'l'dlai’ c oiifequences were to be apprehended and guarded 
^gauili j il they were fuffered to continue fcattering firebrands 
where t*icre was much conibiifiable matter, their lordfliips and 
his inajefiy’s minifiers would have to anfwcr to ihemfelves 
and to their country for' the efFe<Sts that n\lght follow. 7'hefe 
clubs ajid focitics procecued on the Rig .ts of M^n, as they 
were Called ; rijjhio, which, as they explained them, were in- 
compatible with tiiu e.xilience ol law, order, rcligii'n, or mo- 
rality. T he befi righ'.s that man could enjoy m a itate of fo- 
cicty, were, protccLsoii to pro, erty, t > perlon, and to that ii- 
beity which could he enjoyed w’lth lecurity only under a go- 
vernmt iir regulated by law. 

'Tne /D/^'v of Be If or d role lo explain. When he had called 
for ot tite conned ion between the inectmgs or tnc* politi- 

cal Ibcicties, an l tnc perpetrators of the ouiia^c cof.nnitced on 
his iMajeliy, he did not require that foit ot cvids-iKc which 
would be ji^cdfary to convict the Cc»rrefpc>ndmg Society; but 
he thought tiuit in fo grave u proceeding, their iordihips ought 
to have had fame better authonty than bare prcfuinption, or un- 
J'uppnrtcd nfi'ertions. Some evidence ought at lea^l to have 
been given, that fed. tion was ddl-mmated at thofc meetings. 
7die noldc Lord had refe it.d to cui.it nee which had been two 
years iince laid before tiieir lordthips. If the fadts upon 
v/hich the Bill wa.s grounded, equally cxifled at the time, why 
was not a limii.ir proceeding then adopted? The noble Lord 
faid, that the Bill did not eremite new treafons or new crimes, 
it only went to punilh with death, crimes, winch, by the extil- 
ing laws, we.c liable to fevere penalties. Suicly thefe penal- 
ties might hase' bv*en fufficiei:t, if they bad been properly en- 
forced, to have checked the progrefs of thefe etimes, and pre- 
vented the iicccTiity of rc'w puniihments. If thefe penalties 
hud not been culoiceil, the bldtne lay with mindiers, a»*d th^r 
fojiner neg^’g'Micc wuis now made the ground of their fan- 
guinary policy, which led them to introduce a lylleni of terror 
into this hereto'ore frec'^untry. 

The EnH of L tuUerdkc felt himfclf called upon to trouble 
their lordihips in conlequciice of what iiaJ fallen from the 
Jioble Secretary of Stiic, wdio h' 4 jiJ not, in his opinion, by any 
means anfwered the objcwlions oi his Iriend the noble Duke* 
He had been contented with afici ting, according to the cuftom 
mmifters, that the evil of public and leJiuous meeting^ did 

K k 2 cxift 
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exiil, and that they were incompatible with the fafety of our 
government. Of this he had given no proof whatever, but 
had referred to the proof that was given of a plot on a former 
occafion; of which ^lot alfo there had been no real proof — 
for the perfons who had been accufed under it and tried at the 
Old Bailev, had not one of them been found guilty. I'he 
noble Secret iry of State had complained that the dodbines 
held and the publications circulated by thefe meetings necef- 
farily led to endanger the King’s life^ and therefore the Bill 
had been brought in to check the progrefs of fuch proceedings, 
and the better to fecure his M.j ft y‘s perfon. It was thus 
miniflers hid always adbd. 'I'hey a\va\s a’kdged danger to 
the {fate, as a prcicxt tor extending their owm p(*vver, inftcad 
ufinu the power which they alruuly had with vigour and 
with energy. He w'as wiiliji^ to ;.di! it that diiconient among 
the people •<] d exill in a ct)nfid< rahle degiec, but he rnuft con- 
tend that it d.d not ante fr m the caufe w' ic.i the noble Secre- 
tary of State aiiedged. It was not from ciiil >yaity or diilike of 
the perfun of iiis Majefty that thcic compliints came, on the 
contrary, he was beloved by his ful jecis. it was from the 
conduct of h.s Miijelly’s advifers; and under that view of the 
fubje£t, he would fay, it would be ftia ige Indeed if the people 
did not complain. He would go further; he would fay they 
ought to meei, and energeticahy oj)pofe this Bill ; and he had 
no doubt it was under that idea tha. they met the preceding 
day in a manner that had given io much offence to the noble 
Secretary of State. God forbid that the Bill before their 
lordfliips (hould ever pals into a law, the people, he was fatif- 
fied, would abhor it, the more efpecially as they underftood 
from the noble Secretary of State himfclf, that this Bill was 
only one of a fuite of meafures, which minifters had in con- 
templation. It was intended only to feel the pull'e of die peo- 
ple, a mere experiment to try their temper, and to le^rn 
•whether they are^^^ared to fubmit to defpoiifm. In that 
view the people laid, "and under th it impr ffion they would de- 
teft it f from the fample which the noble Secretary had offer- 
id, he believed he might f^ve himfelf, and his colleagues, the 
trouble of bringing any more of the lam: fort of goods to market. 

It was curious and amufing^to I car the noble Secretary de- 
clare, that the great object of the was, a father Iccurity 
for his majefty’s perfon. In order to IbengtHfeb their own 
hands and fet controu) at deftance, minifters had made ufe of 
the infamous and favage attack on his majefty, to introduce 
Bills which went to deilroy the liberties of the fubjeff, by 
annihilating the principles of the conftitution. With regard 
to the perfonal fafety of his majefty, tliey had been as torpid 

and 
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and as regardlefs in the hour of danger, as they had (hewa 
thca.fclves on every other important occafion. Apprized as 
they confcflcd they had been of the infult offered to his ma- 
jefty in his way to the houfe, to fulfil one of the moft impor- 
tant fundions of the royal authority, how had minifters 
conducted thcmfelves f They had fuftered him to return without 
additional guards, or any prec^iution wh never tS prevent a 
repetition of the infult, auJ by fuch impotent and negligent 
conduit, they had expofed his majefty to {fill greater danger than 
he had l)efore experienced. Ijad he had the honour of attend- 
ijig his niijjerty on that day, a dagger fhould have pierced his 
bri-alf, belorc any ruffijn fhould have reached the perfon^ of 
his fovereign. This he mention^^J to fliew the little care wh'ch 
ndniflers had manifefted for the king’s peifon; a plea which 
they now made ufe of, (or offering the pre('ent Bill to their 
lord (hips. Their re.il one was as he had already flated, to 
cncicale their own power, and to conceal, if poffibU, the 
fhame and confufion which they had brought upon themfelves, 
by the madnefs with which they had profccuted the war# 
T'hey knew that unlefs they could prevent -the people from 
meeting and uttering their complaints, taeir own difgracc 
would follow,,, and therefore, under the pretext of providing 
for tile fafety of the king, they were endeavouring to provide 
for their own: If the Bill pafled, the moft valuable part of the 
confiitution would be gone. Enough might indeed be left of 
it to enable minifters to fwell their fDeeches, with pompous 
epithets upon its excellence, but nothing to fwell the heart of an 
honeft Englifhman with pride and joy! Inftead of endeavour- 
ing to corre£t their errors, minifters manifefted a difpofition to 
filence the people who complained of them. Was it wonder- 
ful that the people fhould complain? At what did they com- 
plain? This had well been illuftrated by the noble Duke, who 
had /poken fo eloquently in the debate. The people were 
infultcd by feeing the moft fhamef^^negligcnce of their inte- 
refts, by feeing minifters attemptfl^ to make it criminal to 
complain, by feeing the mbft profligate wafte of the public^ 
money, by feeing the mgjft provoking infults offered to tbem^ 
in the vaft fums that were lavilhed upon courtiers, and court 
dependents; by feeing penfions granted daily toapoftatesj f pen- 
fion, for inftance, jiid a large one too, to a man who was once 
the cJiMtnpion of wonomy, but whofe chief merit with minify 
lers were that of having attacked the principles of freedom, and^ 
of having contributed very cohfiderably to involve us in the 
prefent war. Mr. Burke, thle man he meant, for why fhould 
he not name him, was to have an enormous penfion, for en- 
deavouring; 
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^Wjivouring to inculcate do<9riiies, thnt tended to extinguiih 
|be principles of freedom. It wgs ypon tRis idea of the fuc- 
cefs fuch doctrines had met with in a certain quarter, no doubt, 
that a right revere nd and learned pielrte had louijded his po- 
litical creed, and thought proper to diclarc, that the mafs of 
the people llj^d notbinij to do with t>e laws but to obey them, 
£Htre the B:Jh:p of R: hefer cried heat ! hear\ hearV] he 
heard the vociieratitni cf fue learned prelate, be was peifcftly 
Welcome to do fo, that he might enjoy unenvied all the prnile 
that vas due to the Vvorthy maaiim; he believed he was the 
only Hian in the l.oufb who could have ufed it; he believed 
that no Umpordl Lord cou d have foared f > high ; be that as 
it nniight, there could be no doubt but th.it liis majefty’s mi- 
tlifters mult have reliflied it extremely, btcauie it exndtly fell 
in with their own principles. in‘ecd it was not wondciTuI 
that the revei end and learned prelate ftionld have exprttJ'ed 
bitofclf fo t oldly, as it was always icmarkcd by thofe who 
Hreie belt acquainted w.ih the hunian ci,ara£ler, that converts 
are ihe moft v^oleir, and the ipvft prone to run into extremes. 
The icarji<.d p el .te w^s willing to aicfne in par iament for his 
conduii bifor ins voice could be heard in it. He had for- 


Iftcriv etit r*a:iaM nt fcntirdit^, he had littcndtd, as he 

tmdjiito<'d, a m that wa.^) held in (he IJv/rough feme 

yea; s ago tor i* purj.fe r.f cbtaining a Pai li>u-ncntary Re- 
form, but the oj fiU D" oi bilhops a* v/ell as of th^r men vaiicd 
and ciiangf li \v . .. circumd.nc and ihci'foie the right re- 
•verend prehae ouIj do no icis tnan his ‘tc.intation. 
Th^rgiit Id erend j ri lao he d. however, nut vei y irrq'iopei iy, 
l|t tlie iartie lin.e, coniclKd hit ignoian’e td law, indeed 
without an) thing riuTc t'.ua a genet ai knowleiige of law, and 
.feme acquaint a* ce w th [)uht!c..l treat iles, he might have learn-t 
that the people had bomething tlib to do with thj. law> than merely 
' fe obey them, that they had a light to difcufs their piopiiity, 
feconlider their juiiicc, when they felt them oppreiuve ro 
'Iteifion aga:nft them, to cbmpl.ja of them ;..s giicv-nce^, and 
to pray the parliament to repeal them, 'rhclc vveic acknow- 
'ledgcd conltnutional dodlrine^, doikincs l.dd down by cwjy 
writer of authority on the conftitUtion, in alrnoll t viry rei:'n of 


Wftory. The right reverend prelate appeared, howi \ er, to 
liaV^e made a convert of tlie noble Secretary, whole idca;^ pi the 
‘lights ot the people, pretty much contf, ui&a with rhofe or the 
teverend prelate. What, he afked, did the noble Secretary 
fetan by ifigmatizing with every b rm of reproach a peaceable 
9'bly, convened for th^ put pore of confidcring a Bill, 
ihcy regarded as aa infringement of their jull and 

lawtu! 
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lawful privileges ? Perhaps the noble Sr:crcbry borrowed hii 
idea from another fpeech which he ha • once heard, aad top^; 
ofFence at the tribunes which were eredted in of Tifingf 

villages, and fmoaking brick-kilns. With re^^a d to ihefre®. 
difcuilion of parliam?ntarv proceedings, wAs th^TC cvel’t » 
common turnpike Bill brought into parliunent, without being 
difculled in fome meeting, more or lels numerou , ac cording 
to its importance? If the privilege of political dif waa 

allowed on matters of trivial and p .rtial concern, how nri«cl| 
more ought it to be permitted on fubjetfts of important sitiik 
general intereft ? Perhaps, the noble Secretary was offended at 
the rexent proof that had been offered him of the remains, ol 
the ancient fpirit of EngliQimen, which it has been the jedt of 
his whole adminiftration to cruffi. They had been told that 
mifdcmeanors and feditions were frequent and alarming, but 
were not the cxifting laws of the country fufficieiit to puniffi 
and repiefs them? Where was the proof of that fpirit of firdU 
tion which they had excited for the deftruSion of the confli^ 
tution, or where was the proof of the exertions of rainifter s-ta 
repel its aflkults? Was tbeife one peifon whom they fufpecled,^ 
whom they had not profecujted ? Ilad all the kiws in exiftencej 
for the prevention and punifliment of treafon and fedition been 
adininiftcred ? Had every exertion which could be made beci| 
vifed ; and after all, was the evil found to remain ? If thefe 
queftions could be anfwered in the affirmative, then fomething 
like a cafe was made out; but if, on the contrary, no exertion^' 
had been ufed to put the exifting laws in execution againfl; 
offenders, it was the magiftrates who w'^ entrulled with dm 
adminiftration of juftice, and not the fc ^fc^rovifions of the 
law, on whom we wxre to charge the WTs of which they 
complain. He knew, that minifters had on one occafion ex-^ 
erted themfelves, through the medium of the courts, to try 
how tar the law of treafon would go. Their malice was^ 
however difappointed by their ignorance, and becaufe tbe||^ 
could not bring their wishes to nie^ the law, they wanted 
frame the law i’o as to meet their Allies. Every part of theic 
conduct he faid, proved theMncapaclty gf minifters; and' tb4 
manner in which they had aiSted manifefted that incapacity ink 
the whole conduct of this war. 'Fhere appeared to be an 
timate conncClioa between the operations of their military and 
civil policy. In the courfe of the war, they have talked 
mightily of armaniifi^ints and expeditions, while their ill ips wefi^ 
lying inai^itive in port, and the troops were half dead before 
their deftination wa§ known; with regard to their muck 
boafted expediuon a^d armsMiient ipr the Weft ladies, th^ 
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^vere ft ill lying in port, and probably ivouM not fail thofe 

weeks; and now they cry out loudly of fedition, while 
^ tWc. neither hear of any evidence being lodged .4gainft often- 
deVf^ nor punilhment infli^^ed upon .the offences. His noble 
friend, the noble Duke he faid, had traced, in a, ftrain of ad- 
mirable eloquence, the conne<5tion between the circumftances 
wdneh gave birth to the revolution in France, and the prefent 
i^tuation of this country; and the only obfervation which he 
-liquid make, in addition to vrhat hU npbfe Friend had faid, 
that when any government perfcvercs tn a fyftcm of ex- 
travagance and oppreffion, means wilfalways be found out by 
the people to get rid of their oppreflbrs. The minifters of this 
country rriight go on for a time in the ruinous meafures 
which they have adopted, but he warned them of the danger 
of, driving a once free and high fpirited people, to thofe rafh 
and violent fteps which defpair alone can diflate. He concluded 
mrith exprefting his diftruft of any exertion that he could 
make, being able to convince their lordfhips of the injuftice 
lind impolicy of the Bill, though he had the confolation of 
having done his duty, and been inilrumental in meliorating 
ibme of its claufes. The indecent hafte and contempt of 
public opmion, which rninifters had particularly manifefted in 
the courfe of their proceedings on the prefent momentous bu- 
linefs, was moft fcandalous and ftiameful. He concluded with 
declaring, that he hoped that the fpirit of the people would 
Ihew tlfelf throughout every part of the kingdom, becaulc he 
was perfuaded that nothing elfe would favc the ftatc from 
ruin. 

I^ord Grenville he {boukl not have rifen to offer a 
^ fitigle word in anfwer to the noble Karl, who fpokc laft, had 
he not mentioned the cafe of Mr. Burke. To that he muft 
anfwer, that he was proud to boaft of the part he had taken 
in 'ipeom mending the penfion of that gentleman, and w^as 
> to take his fliarc of reffjonfibility for it. He was glad 

l^have the opportunity ofjyowing it ; and of afferting in that 
' l^blick manner, that a p^^^ck reward was never more mc- 
jcked for the moft eminent and important fcrviccs. No 
0 ian Could boaft of fervices to this country, and to mankind 
Sit large more meritorious; and he was perfuaded that' the pub- 
lidk would feel for that great ^haraiSler a lafting gratitude, for 
paving oppofed the feield of reafon, and found argument to de-' 
^nd the wife eftablifb meats of our anceftors in common, with 
all the great men of former times, againft the daring inroads 
of the mo^pernicious and dangerous principles and doclrincs 
jfiiwer brj^hed by folly, enthufiafm and ihadncfs. 
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Th^ d jk^hejier came forward, as foon as the Eart 

of t/aud,crdal^:Xat.doVn, and faid, after the.pointed maiiiier ift. , 
which the noble Earh had bbcn pleafed perfonalljr to *4llude';tt>‘ 
him, aiid to what he had faid on a former night^; he muft dtiA 
trude upon their lordfliaips for a few miirues indulgence; ho^a^ 
far it was regular to advert tol former debate, it was not fo^ ' 
him to decide, but as he bad been fo pointedly attacked; h'd.- 
trufted their lordlhips i\rou!d favour him with iheir attemibli' . 
while he endeavoured to txplaim It had been ftated that hfd / 
had confeffed his ignprance 4f liw« That was a miftake: hd 
imputed no fuch igniprante to himfelf. As a part of general 
learning, without pretending to any knowledge of technical; 
diftindiohs, he underftood fomething of law. Wha*i com- 
pared to thofe who had made that fgience their pnrticulaf 
lludy, it was furely no reproach to be unlearned. Upon ge- 
neral knowledge of law, he did not affeil to ftate himfelf to h6 
inferior tq other noble Lords ; certainly not inferior te the' 
noble Duke, who on a former night rebuked him for faying that 
the mats of the people had nc^ng to do with the laws but to' 
©bey them. That maxim hdlw' not delivered wiihout accom- 
panying it with Ibme exprefled referve, and muft be othef 
arguments than ihofe, which he bad, heard from the noble' ‘ 
Earl that evening, that could induce him to rctra(Sl, the fen- 
timent. To that fenti meat adopted upon the fulleft convic-^ 
tion and deliberation, he firmly adhered. The noble Earl, fai^ 
the bifliop, alluding to what I formerly advanced, has fntd 
that it is the duty of the fubjedl not only ro obey the law?, but ' 
alfo to ftudy them. And who is there that can difpute with him 
the truth of this declaration ? Who can more cordially join him 
in that aflertion than myfelf? But it becomes legillator in' ’ 
particular to ftudy the law in its different connediioris and 
bearings; and let me tell the nobfe Lord, that I fhould’ con-V 
fider myfelf unworthy of the fituation I hold in this houfe, if I 
neglected that ftudy. I therefore freejtedmit, that it is the* 
people’s rightito ftudy the law, as mudl^S it is*their dyty to" 
•bey it. I as readily grant they have a right to ftate their, ' 
grievances, and by al! lawful arid c<snftltutional means’, ; 
endeavour to obtain a repeal of filth laws as appear to them to 
be partial or opprrffive. I muft, under thiffc ' 

reftriSions, repeat, that the indiv^ual has nothing to do with" 
the laws, but to obey imn. Where any law particularly af- 
fctSs any number of individuals, it waS'undcmbtcdly the right ' 
of fuch individuals to mcecto diiicufs its merits or its dmerk?, 
and to come to ^ refolution either to fupporc or oppofe, by 
reafonable means, fuch law i to pray the legiflature chat fuch a 
Voi. L 1795. tl Uw 
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W> as (hall appear to them to be jOodf, may be enaftc^ ; 
or that fuch, as may appear to be bacC may be repealed : To 
exprefs their fenfe of it in fober and decent termSf but that 
after this was done, and the legiilaturc had decided, the people 
luid nothing to do with the hw but to obey it. This referve he 
bad before expreilcd, and had mentioned the SnulF, and 
Glove Tax, as infliinces, where free difeuffion was not only 
Juftiiiftblf , but called for. By this maxim, thus qualified, he 
* would ftibmit to die under the guillotine if it were ncccITary. 
The noble Earl on a preceding evening had fajd, with that 
wit and pleaiantry, wh ch he could reliOi even when dircificd 
againft himfelf, thit tlie fentiment he had exprefled, would 
have better become the mouth of a multi, than that of an 
£ngh(h pi elate. Tnc fcntinient be had promulgcd, fo far 
from appearing to him to be a bad one, ieemed applicable only 
to fuch a free Aate as ours. In Conllantinoplc no man was 
4Salled upon* to obey the laws, becaufe the miferable inhabitants 
of that city had no laws to obey, but were forced to fubmit 
to the defpotic will, the fluAuatmg capnee and the momen- 
tary whim of their tyrant. Nckher was the fentiment appli- 
cable to Geneva or any Rcpublrh% bccaufe m a democracy, the 
people muft bend to the fudden violence and nifh decrees of 
their popular aflenibhes. But with us, where the law was 
fupremi, he wouM fay again, under the foimer qualification, 
that the people have nothing to do with the law I»ut to obey it. 
With regard to the Bill before the houfc, he thought it a wile 
and a jutt one. It had been objected to it, that it created new 
crimes j with more confiftcncy and truth it might be faid, 
that it applied new punilhmcnts to old oftenccs. It had been 
laid, that the law as it Aood was fufEcicnt to all that was re- 
quired. The fa^ w^as undeniably othcrwiL^ The liceii- 
tioufiiefs of the picfs, could not be checked vdthout a new 
law. Was it not notorious, that men Vv^ho had been confined 
for libels, lived ill pnjon luxurioufly on the profits of frefh 
labels. I'he pillory, ^a$ fo far from operating as a puinili- 
ment, that to be fet in it was a ftepping-ftonc to«gIorv , it was 
confsdered as tlie poft of^ honour, and the fiAc road to fame 
ffnd fortune, ever fincc Williams ftood in the pii’oi), foi 
publiibing the North Bntoif, No. 45. It was theicforc 
ardently coveted by thq|advocates and agents of hbclJcis, 
and atbcifts. , 

Tne noble Earl had mehtioncd an anecdote of being prefent 
at a meeting for Parliamentary Reform ; he dcclaied ht did not 
rtcolledf, to what the noble Earl alluded ^ if the noble Earl 
, , would 



K«v. 13.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS# %S 9 

would have t})e goodnefs to tell him when and where, he 
would acknowledge it, for he believed there werq but 'few 
of the adfions of his life which he fhould wifh to conceal. • 
He recollected no fuch thing; nor was he much a frpquerttipt 
of public meetings. Exclufivc of recent meetings neceflarlljir 
convened for the relief of the poor, at which he had affiftea, 
the only pubhek meeting he recolleCted having been prefent 
at, was one about 14 years ago, and then he did attend, as he 
remembered, for the pui pofe offupporting a gentleman a an elec- 
tion for a member for Surrey, inoppofition to a minifterUl can- 
did ite ; whom he did not think a fit perfon to be chof^n. The 
]|3i(liop concluded his able fpeech, with returning hts thanks 
to their lordfnipsfor their indulgence. 

The D^^ke of BeifsrdhxAy that feeling himfclf pMticularly 
called upon, he mull (iff that from the explanation wn ch they 
had juttheaid fiom the noble pr^ late of his extraoidinary 
declai ition on a formtt night, tlure feemed to be fo much 
variation from what he <5^(^divcd really to have been faid, 
and that had been guarded a^hd qualified with f) much referve 
and exception, that he confidcred the ohjeflionable ground of 
the reverend prelate’s fentiment in a great meafuic removed, 
though the miprcflion of the maxim, as firft broached was 
not altered. He, for one, not doubted the learned pre- 
late’s knowledge of the law, indeed his fpeech of that evening 
proved that he underftood, and knew how to apply it with ad- 
vantage. If the noble prelate had pctfiflcd in afieriinginart un 
qualified manner what he conceived him to hdvcadvanced in the 
preceding debate, he certjnnly would have moved that the 
noole prelate’s wotds ihould have been taken down, and 
IhoulJ have thought any man who held fuch unconfirtMtional 
doftnne ought to be himfelf placed on the flcpping-ftonc to 
glory, and in the poll of honpur.” 

't he Earl of Laudt'rdah coincided the fentiments of his 

noble friend, and was glfid to fee that the noble prelate had not 
{o fai forgotten his duty, ^ to cHlHain to endeavour to make 
fome explanation of what the hoiife muflfthjnk was at leafl: 
inadvertently u'^ccred. With regaid to what fie had fsi<if 
rcvcicnd prelate having been prefent at a publick meetmgj he 
had not meimon ’d the taft loolely or idly ; he could aiTure the 
revel end prelate he fpoke from authority, having heard the 
circumllance from the perfon who fat next to "him at the 
meeting to which he alluded. 

"I he Ear h of Abingdon dclivcftd his fentiments in a deful- 
Sory and eccentric manner agaiuft the Bill. His lordlhip 
laid, he Ihould give his moft hearty oppofitioa to the Bill, be- 

L 1 % caufe . 
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<au^ he thought it an unnecw^flluy inArijigement upon the 
libetty of the people, which ho wouhi never luffer it he could 
help It. He wac one ot the guarHians of the people, ?nd 
had been a faithful one , he had never lu ngned with any party* 
He took notice of what had betnfiidol the chat t£^er ot ihe 
Bail of in a former debate^ and (icclared> he hid 

an extraiQ: of no great lenjajh to read to th<ir lordAi^s fiom 
t w^oik, the author of which drew that ft itfman tn a \ery 
difiiK-nt point of vic’i, fiom that in whicn t'tc two n t le 
lOiCiS (l‘al <f Map«ficld*and LdH (SrcnviIIe) h d jltrcd 
In tnefiiftpl he had to <Heiv^ thn LckI Cla- 
fendon was a vci) luptiftitious fellow^ and hel aI m L’holfs 5 
botbeVoiilvi read a cunoi di logic out of tin 3 b ibout 
him. His louifbip then to I i h>oicf»<Mj his p »c et and 
toad a tt^fT^p-c, in which I^ord Clai nd^ 1’ c*i acHcr wa< 
Very freehf dealt wi h. Being d (Hy the VlnquiS) 'I ownf- 
hend) wJio iheautl or wis^ he (ud, he u »lly did not know^ 
as he pu dialed the w rk it hkf thi. bifliops the au- 

thor was ft 1 led, Btfor hc'|Ji||||teded to read the nc^t paf- 
fage, he wifhcd tgi obfeivc, th?t wtliOught the old dodirine of 
paftive ohiJieiKC and non lefiftmce wa** reiived : he was m 
hbpes It had hetn quite buntdftn ejime® tht berond's reign. 
He wifticd to ifk the revet end pielate, (Bp. of Rochelter) whe- 
ther vax p'^puli was not vox Dit% He would piove it W'as, and 
that God Alni^^hiy alw'ays infpired the people upon foch oc-* 
tafions, and wc u'd do fo ihli : he would prove tins by authors 
Its ofd aS Mcthulahm. He then real a page or two moic^ 
and having finiflied leading, hi«> lordih p ia d, with regard to 
Mr. Buik*^, he ha 1 himfuf written againll: P me of his doc- 
Jlfte, but he would never anfwer him, beciufe what he 
was unanfwcrable. If th Bll pafled, he fnJ, refift- 
to it might^M deemed rehellum, but if the compaA 
fettled by the Of Rights were broken, it might 

happen tl at the government might be in a ftate of rebellion 
dgainft tile pt opie. His loi dAip addci^ that the arguments that 
h 4 lf had heard that day, appeiffld to iTini to be calculated to en- 
Ibrce the exploded principle of paifiie obedience and non- 
that all who p^^CiCbed and maintained fuch 
doSnne, yvhether hifhops or fay peers, temporal orfpintual 
lords, were damned be}ond all poffibility of redemption by 
tecolutionary principles. He faid, he was not prepared to 
difcufs the Blit, or he would have come with a ph lipplc 
agairift it, as he was fure he could have urged arguments 
that would have convinced tUbir lordihips it oughf not to pafs, 
j^jjH^^iJbop of BjocheJlir laid m expIanatioHj that under the 
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reftrVe in ^hlsti life hjd expi^ned his mcamog pjr a 
nig-Wt, hji w^W !<>!S f«*ly;at any tini(tf to te-a&rt i^$ opto ' 
He ownedv he had hot perufed the |xeati(^s of iilhriters,’‘s^ 
as MethufalelW, hor did he believ^ny authors TOi'aiili " 
treated of the righK of ^rJtifi} fubjefts under.' the ed 
tution of this courit^ty^. butche had read enpt|gb o|; 
works of ipriters who wre: not,vti»jiite,fo old, - 
freedom of difeuffion df all thj^^s. capable of b^n|; djeeo^-, 
matters of grievance ah l|hgUlhman‘s pccbliat-.privilei^. 

I'he qQe$ipn bwng put, the Bill do'pafs,* .tHa hhji^^ 
divided. *' ' . *■ ’ ' ' , ' ' ' 

CMS : - ^7 gg . 

Proxies - , .3t< J . I 

Not-conttnts - - 5 7. ,, j 59 

Proxies - ^3*. •..■■■■ 


H^USE' ^(JOMMONS.-' 

Mr- RyJer moved for Hlirleo put off the order of the day 
for the .houfe to ^efolve iowf into a con^ittee to confidec 
further upon the high price of corn to Monday followin^-^oa 
which day the Sele^ Committee expefb^ to be' able td.male#> 
its report. In the mean time be was authorifed to'fay tbapi 
that committee iiad decided upon one point, -naiiiely ; “ 'Tjhir. 
trade is to be left open to merchants to import corn from 
foreign country for the fupply of bur markets' withoutjah/ 
interftrence on the part of government, and a bounty will m 
given.*’ . ' ' 




as it pa£ 
r IfSrdJhips tt .iiSs 


*lht fallowing jisan at^sys/tjif Qjj^ e/tt 
Houfe of Lords, and was feat dawn 
Houfe of Gommanst ' • , 

An Ai^ for tb; fafet; and prafem^ Majsftjr’s peidbk cod eoVenslah^ 

' agauuft treafonablaatid'h^Uo^praAicet andattonjita. ' ' '' ' 

WE, yonr Majesty's moft dntifal aoct loyal fubjeQ:sy^he LoftlsVl 
tennj)<.*rjl, wid Commons of Gi^eat Brit^hi, in this prefent psriwr 
iuly confidermg the daring outrages ofjwctd tQ your Majisfty's moft' ■ 
in your paiTage to and from your parliaijikent at the opening of this pre^t 
and alfo the continued attempts of wicked and evil dtfpofed perfons to iftthiih tho 
tranqujlhiy of this yo»r Majefty’s kingdom, particularly hy intiltitude‘ii$ 
pamphlets and fpeeches daily printed, puh^flted, and dirpert'ed, ,.w^h4ft^itt}nk 
induftry, and udth a tranfeendent boldnef^ in contempt of your royal 

perfon and dignity, and tending to the overthrow of the laws, gOwninent, and 
happy conllltuti?>h ofihefo realms, have jd^ged thit it is become hecelTary to prov 
vide a further remedy againft all fuch treafonable and feditious prances and at- 
^'£^1 Wo^ thereiove, calling to mind the, good and wholefome provUiona^j^i^ 
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Mr. Hvjpy faid, he bad given notice that be fliQuId brin;; 
jfolfVard a motion refpe£l:ing corn as that day, but the objeA 
being in part obtained,*^ what he meant to urge was un«- 
l)eceflary« 

The orders of the day for the hoUlb to jrefolve itfclf into 
R CoKnmittee of Ways and lyleam and a Committed of Supply 
were put hff till Monday following. 

The houfe then refolved itfelf into Committees on the Land^ 
tax, the Milt Bill, and the^Manufadlory of jStarch, when 
^e various amendmvnts were read and agretd to^^and notice 
given thaUhe reports would bereOeived on Monday following. 

* *“ 


hjive rt diHerent times been made by the ujfilom of isariTamrnt for the averting 
Idch dangers, md m^ie rfpecially for the lecuniy and piefcrvation rf the perfons 
pf th^ £>i eiugns of ihefe calms * 

Do moft humbly b«asechyour Majefty, 

Tb^t it may be en d , in j be a c f King's medt excellent Mijcf'j . 

by and uirh the a ivicc md conf r r of tM f into il and t mportl and C om- 
mons, in tliJSi prefent Par lamcfu (nemDfeM||Hl b> the .lutt unCy of the fime, 
chat if any oeif)!) oi w!utf<x\ei, aiff the (hy oi the palh^j oi this adb, 

dQnngthe mtuial 111 if ovu m)lt „ icuu lo\crci^n i^oi 1 1 ' Kint», (vihom Ai« 
mighty Cod pref r%c and ^ di a long and p ofip oUa r6i n , and until the 
«nd of the mxt ic/lnn of pCti^ i nent a*tu a ernil^* f the «.► \vn, lha h within the 
ftalmmwiirh u otnpais ma^^inc, awtnt, devil , oi n t ni « i h or eellruc- 

tlojti or any boviily hatm t n I ng to dt ilb or d %nct on, rr aiin w >un iing im« 

f vrif^inciit >» icdnirt t ih< jcifon of th< ft ** t ui / \t < I I th Kii 
mvs and , or t t vt vt or dep >t* him oi them ti nn tin ll Je, hon 1 1 » 

fM'kngly finme, of the im it il emvn of thi i aim, or if mv othii of hi ivl u 
dominionb or count es, oi to Ic y war <i: his Mijefly his h its ni 
iucceirors, withtfi this reilm oi with-iut, oi to m \t or liir iny lirvignci ot ftran- 

w>th ft.tc« to iny He this ruhn r any o hei t is M i^r ty's dimimons or 

tpoionttics, jta^i the obc limi. of his MijtHy hij ind lute 13 >r , and laih 
4K>nlMfltiig|pR|nagl^ation<;, inventions, devues, or mteduons or any of rhem^ 
A;i4(lx}iri », utter, or deviate, I y any printini,, wnting, or otijei overt adt oi 
4fjf^ t^bein^ iegafly conv|f^ tlicrf of^ upon the oaths of two lawful i id cicdi' le 
If^lSSiiires, upon triali or convifltii or atuii Ctd ly due couric l 1 1 v , then 

#t«iy luch perlbn and p^liUp ^ as aforeftid oflitidiOg ilidll be dccmel, d c' tied, 
fliful adjudged, to be a traifSir and traitor^ and 0iaU fu^ei pains of deati, am aiio 
' loft and forfeit as in ^afi s of high treafon. 

^ he it further enaded by the a^hoiity aforefaicl, That if any } eiion or 

pemiU With^ chat part of Oreit Biitahi sailed Cngland, at juy t me irnn ind 
«f^4hia4cy oftfae palling of this a£f, fluting hs Majelly s lih, atl until th 
M||j|iy|K^||L|pf (ho next fell] n of yailaimnt after liu dem n ot iln vi wn, 
mlffHMHRpand advifedly, writing, punting, picavh ng or othq; li tvK- 
mg, cxprefs, pubhlh, utter, or declaie, any ^oids ftoteoub or otlici thing oi 
things, to incite or ifir up the peof le t hatfcd oi contempt of t}u | eifi n 1 1 his 
^ajcily, his heirs oi focccOors, or the gnsernment a&d conftitution of thi« r .(in, 
is by law eftabhibt-dy th^A uvery fifth pufonand pcifonv, being Cherroi ng,iJiy 
eoOvi^jbDd, jQiait bu habit to fuch pum^uiltnt a& may by law be inniifed n c iks of 
tiigfi mirdimianott , and if any ptrfon or yetfons (hall, aftti beyng in corniced, 
fmn4 a fecoiul time, and be thucupon comi^td, befoie any comnuHion of o>cc 
|ji4 leriAiAti, or gaol delivery, oi in h<s iViaj'^Hy's Court of King's Berth, luch 
jpMrtfons m ly, on futli feeond tonvi^ifon, be adjudged, at tjiu di(c^etio{S 
either to be baniHicd thistealm, oi to bt tionlpcucd to fuwh place, 
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la a committee to^preyent the makinpj of low wines and 
fpirits from wheat and other articles of grain, itc. and 
to prohibit the wcikinff of diftilleries for alimitedf rime Mr- 
Huffiy WiOied to extend the prohibitiQii to an article confumed 
chiefly by the poof, mohjfiu In ctinfequente of t^e prohU 
bition upon other materials for dtftillation, this article had 
been fo much ufed fot that pm^fe, that it had rifen to ityaHy 
double its ufual prices that is to iky, fiom to^gCfi 

the cwt. hr by retail from twO«pbnce halfpenny to fixpenec 
firr lb, lie was awate th^jit he could not now make 
motion for the prohibition or molalTes, but he fuggefted it iO 
the committee that fomc enquiry might hereafter be madefy 
and he hopbd the prohibition, would enfue. 

Mr. Rofe faid, undoubtedly, no motion could be mttde^be- 
caufe It would be irregular ; if it even were' regular, hen^ould 
have been induced to obje^ to it, becaufc the^confumpt|on of 
the article in queftion, as ufed in the diftillaries, was of mbre 
importance to tne revenue than the prohibition could be ad*' 
V intageous to tjic poor. E^mfU^ries had already been made 
concerning it, and it had]^i£^und that treacle was not ufed 

%<; fliall be rfopointed bv bb Maje4y for the tranfportati^ of oUbndtis, fai fach 
term as Ibe couit iniy appjint, nQt exteediii)$ feven yeaio. 

Provided alwws, That no peifon or prrfons, by virtue of thb prefent 
{lull incur an^ ihe pcnUtics herein b lure fnehtlbnwd^ unlefs he or they be 
yiu fieuted wiiii n thiee Months next alcct the offence cummitted, and the pro- 
i< u'lon nr^ughtto trill within the fimo term, oiilae, oi feflims, or that whichi 
{hill next enloe d et filing the information^ or the indiftment lM|inq; ivilna, 
ufilels the iotfit in which tht Time dcpcniing (hill, On fpecial ground ft ited 
h, TidUoi m open ourr, tliink fit tdenn^r thi time for the trial thereof^ Oi 
unUis the defindint fhill be pnji uted to in outl \ 

P i\id*d alviys, md b* If ( li'l d, I’utio p'^iion or perfona Ihh^l be in- 
die arrai^m i, lond mi ^ c mvitted, Dr it^’inf'cd, tor any of .the treztoi*^ 
or othnee a^rcla d, unlefs the Ume ofti^ndcr oi oil ndrrs be thereof ace ufed by 
fj t It m jn> of t %o hwtul and credible witntT s, upon oath , which witnefll , 
at tn tim the laid oft ndcr or often ders ir fhfti be br'^ght tQr|D^r- 

1 n h t) hi in or them, tree to fttce, mJ hull mnly avo * aid nuiititajr» 
ti,3M )ith N hit they hair to e >neeini ig th ^'roajloii 

I)] ift n .. contain d in the faid mdiiftnicpry unleib^^ party ur putiu^ auaigncd 
Hull w llinir , and without viol ncc, CDntefs the fame 

Pi I d il , in be It further cnift^d, 1 hat all and evtiy petfon oi per- 

r>i^t itfliili anv tim b aecufed, orindidfed, opprofeeutod, for any offbnee 

in 1 Ic ir (1 cl ueJ to b tical m bv ch s {hill 1 « entitled to tlie bnitflt of IM 

adt of pull mu nt, miU in ihe lev ntn \ ir of his life Mijefty Kin||; 
the thti 1, iiritul h * An i^t fn tc uliCinguf ends thi 

mil HRen of iicilin,” Md ilotothe’' pinunm nadc bv anooicr aCTw ptr- 
libmen*-, \ W1 d in the (*\ent)i \e ir of her hre Mijtft) Anne, mtitalud, 

rfn i-'M >1 impi rinj' the n nn of th wo kin loms ” 

Pro VI If j ah , a I < br jt cn I thit rtothi i^ m this »et contained A ill exter i, 
cr b" f 1 fnie*! to » xt 1 1 , t » pievtni or aft ft any pi >l cuti ni bv infirm ti m rs 
indict n nc u the c mm in liw, tir any oft nee wit the pi s iiai« ot ti .o a-t, 
the party ihall huiic b.en lirft ptoiccuted un l.r :hu ut. 
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' t<» an} confldttrabie quantities the poor. Futqrc enquiriea 
ibould^ bo an4 if it could be piovcd that the 

faS ivere oihciwife, it itnght then be proper to take it into 
tbeif qonficleration, and bring ina feperate Bm. 

furpcdled ^^ihat the Hoitodrable Oentleman 
» oppodte,* in his benevolent regard for the poor, had overioolv^ 
ed aftothtr very ncccflary obje^. He qUlkded to the tr^dc of 
tNe eountrjii ^ which, by the foch prohil itiors 

wottid beeoitie fo ttiucb dtpi^eflbd that the p6oi miift ulti- 
mately Be fiir gi eater fuilfbiprs, MolaHes, he obferved, was 
not a neceflary but a luioiry of hfog^ and jtfaerefbre ought not to 
be included \n the prefent 

'Mdl Mfiffey faid, he merely y^tmqd td^keep ft at its old price* 
2$ aiticle confumed almoft entiicly by the poor. 

Wfr.^lK^ denied this* becaufe it hid always been uleJ in 
diftiihition to a certain e)ttent* tnough its confutnption for that 
pUrpofo might be ilow enercaftd in confcqueif%c of the piohi- 
bicioji upon other materials. He miuaiLed* howevej* that 
the molailes ufed in the diAMdjjwi^^^ not merely the icmic 
from the fugar houks m thi^flmtry^ but 'a coAndciable 
quantity was imported from the Wefl-Indies, If* therefore* 
the confumpeion elltrcafed* the markets would foon n bound 


by ap increafe of tbiymportation* and consequently many 
merchants now probao^ engaged in a lpeculat»on for import- 
ing molafles from the Weft^Indies* would abamlon their plan* 


engaged in a lpeculat»on for impori- 
sft^indies* Would abandon their plan* 


Uthey contained any apprehenftons of us piohibuion. 

The Houfe was then icUuned* and notice given that the 
report of the committees would til icccived on Monday* 

Mr. X>entgdve notice, that he vould on Monday next 
move for l^anK to bring in a Bill for a more rt gula- and quicker 
mode of carrying wr its up into the? hands of the icturning officer. 

Tt%e Bill to prevent the cxpol-tatlon of candks and b)<q> 
wittmd a fecond tri toi ^rid will be committed on Monday. 

JmF* jHoiart hrom^^m the report of the committee on a 
Bit) for allowmg thF’^^p^tation of certain forts of i Ik m 
Slips from any port at ahfiity With his Majefty, when ilu Bill 
a third time and ordered to be tngi oiled. 
AnjlisdtiedtQ Monday. 


PROTEST . , 

thiptifftpg of the new Tnafon Bill In the fteufe oj Lords^ 

Dijimkntf 

we conceive tbi^ Bill to be founded on a falfe 
’ pjJUBteme. recite^ a daring outrage on his Majefty’s perfon* 
[whidteyre f^tl with the utmoli; horror ) and purports to pro- 
vide 
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vide further remedies againft fucfi pradUces, whftft in i;eaUt]r it 
affords no additional fecurity whatever to bis Majefty's per- 
fon, and leaves us to regret a deep and irreparable injury to the 
laws and conflitution of our country, by making the comps^r 
fing, imagining, inventing, $ind devifing the levying Wai:<a 
fubftantive treafon; thereby departing in a moft dangerode 
and unjuftifiable manner from the ftatute of the t^enty-^th of 
Edward ill. the falutary provtfions oC which ctonot be ' 
tempted to abandon, by the example'of temporary ftatutes, 
whofe doubtful policy ftauds in oppolition to. a law, in which , 
the wifdom of our anceftors has l)een foTq>eatedIy recognized 
by the legiflature, and fo ftrongly confirmed by the permanent 
experience of its benefits. . *. 

II. Bccaufe the free difeoffion of the adminiftration wgo- 

vernment in ail its branches, by writing, fpeaking, and meet- 
ing for the purpofe of reprefenting grievances to any of the 
three branches of the legiflature, has afforded the beff vprotec- 
tion to the liberties of the pe^le, and is the undoubted in- 
herent right of Englifhmen* this Bill ere^.te intb a (ligb 

mifdemeanor, the exercife of^fc moft valuable privilege, apd 
ihflidls, in certain cafes, the pains and penaUi^of tranfporta- 
tion for the offences which it creates, apuniAment in the cafe 
of mifdemeanors, thus generally conftitutesii^^as unprecedented 
in the. hiftory of our laws, as it is unneceiTary and unconftitu- 
tion:d. 

III. Becaufe the extenfion cf the treafon laws, and the 

creating new mifdemeanors, is ah alarming encroachment oil 
the fecucj^^ of thel Jubjedf, and affords no additional protec- 
tion to perfon and government ; for ftate of 

every lu^J r^ler, and governor of any realm, dominion, or 
commons^, ftandeth and confifteth more affured by the love 
and favour of the fubjefis towards their ruler, and . 

governor, than in the dread and J:ar of thQ|^^$ with rigorouis 
pains and extreme punifhments, which all times dis- 

graced our code. Hiftory, however, (heWi hs, that by fuc- 
ceeding legiflatures, our itatute book has, with every mark of 
generous indignatipn, beep uniformly cleared of thefe tempor- 
ary and unconftitudonal excrefcences, a circupiftanco which 
we noW^gard as a folemn warning againft creating new and 
unbetrd of mifdemeanors^ or altering the treafon laws of our 
country. 

(Signed) B£DFQRX>, 

PfiRBVf 

Lauderdale. 


VojEm I; 1795. M m 
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MINORITY. 

0« Mr. PiWs Mttien far a Bill to prevent all Puhlick and 
PrivaU Mutingt for Political Difcuffan. 

Aubrey, Sir John Milner, Sir WUUam 

Geoijge tilurth, Dudley 

Bouvene, Hon« £d* Fcirlbp Heniy 

Byng, George PhiUipi, J. Q, 

Couit6Day,^ohn Plumcr, WllUa^ 

Crefpiffiy, U C* Kobinfun, Moms 


Ciirweii, t. C. 

Erikine, Hofi« Thbnte 
Fitspatrick, Gen. 

Fox, Charles James 
Francis, Fhilhp 
B* 
mes 
,qohn 
WiUiam 

J- 

Tervoife, J* C. 
Limbton, W. H. 
liechmeie, £d. 
luemon, Sir Wm« 
M’teod, Gen. 

Martin, James 
MiibaoJc» Ralph 


Milner, Sir WUUam 
tilurth, Dudley 
Feirft, Heniy 
PhiUipa, J. C, 

Plumer, WllUapi 
Robinfon, Moms 
RulTel, l^rd Willlant 
Sta John, Hon* 5t. A* 
Scudamore, John 
Smith, General 
Smith, Wliliam 
Spencer, Lord Robert 
Stanley, John Thomas 
Sturt, C. 

Tarleton, General 
Thompion, Thomas 
Wcfton, C. C. 
Whitbread, S. Jun. 
Wimvngton, Sir Edward 

XXLLSas. 

R* B. Sheridan, Efq* 
Ch^es Grey, Efq. 

In all 44. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


MoNDAY^ November 16. 

A meflage from the Lords informed the Houfe that their 
lordfhips had pafled an A£f for the fafe^ and preferVation of 
*< his Majefty’t ^erfon and government againft treafonable and 
feditious pra3ices and attempt*!,” and defired the concur- 
svnce of the Commons in the lame. 1 

A BiU for the relief and maintenance of the poor, was read 
a mft and fecond time, and ordered to be printed. 

’ *]^*PRANS1T OF WRITS. 

Mr. Dent rofo^ lloil in a few prefatory words, ibewing, 
shat the Bill be prc^ihd to bring in would not aiFeCt any 
other a^s of parliament, but was rather tended to enforce 
them, moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the more expedi- 
tioos and regular conveyance of writs ilTied for the election 
of members to jerve in parliament ; when leave was granted, 
, and Mr. Colonel Stanley^ and Mr. Hebartf were order- 
ed to prep lie and bring it in. 

*' Mr. Hoban brought up the reports of the committee on 
Ae lahd-tax, malt* bill, and manufactory of ftarch, with the 

S njmcnts, when the Bills were ordered to be read a third 
1 the next day, and eogroffiMl, ^ ' 

Mr. 
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Mr. Rofe prcfented the eftitn&tes of Upper Canada^ Nova*^ 
Scotia, Donninica, &c. which were order^ to lie on the Cable# 

I'he Bill for the impcrtation of a certain fort of filk in ihipS 
from any port in with his Majefty, was pafled, ajad Mr# 
Hobart ordered to carry it up to the lords. 

* CORN, 

Mr. Rydi^r brought up the report of the feleA committee 
upon the hi^h price of corn. The report ftaced that, having 
read the evidence given befdre his Majefty’s privy council^ 
the committee proceeded to confider the information of the 
members of that Houfe, tp examine the evidence takeh by the 
lords, together with an account of the produce of the in 
the Icveral counties, as delivered by Sir John Sinclatr^from 
the Board of Agriculture, and to take iuch ftatements as 
were given by the vatious members who compofed that com-^ 
mittce from their own perfonal knowledge. It ftated alfo that 
fomc returns hatUieen received from tne Cuflodes Rotulorum^ 
in confequence or the circular letter which had oeen fent to 
them, but that the committee hU not yet received a fufBcieiit 
quantity to make a fatisfa^lory report upon tliat lubje^l:. Upon 
Che whole, however, it appeared that, excfpif in the article oi 
wheat, the crops had been abundant; (o much fo, indeed, that^ 
by the proper u(c and mixture of them, Ibme great alleviation 
for the prefent Icarcity might be made. I'he com- 
mittee had alfo proceeded to examine perfons in the corn 
trade, from whom they underftood that on acqount of a lefs 
plentiful halved this year, anJ the great demsmd in the lad 
year upon the old dock for foreign markets, the price g 4 gram 
was fo higli in America, the Mediterranean, and the northern 
parts of Europe, that it was doubtful whether any adequate 
fupply could be depended on. In confeoeMp of this in» 
formation, the committee confidered whw^he purchafe pf 
corn m any of thole places (hould be lefeJl|ltirieiy to govern- 
ment, o** to individual merchants, as government had dill a 
preat quantity to difpofe of. It was, at laflv deemed mod eli« 
ligibic to leave the trade perfeAIy open, without any^interfef«> 
ence on the part or govemment, and to grant a bounty, and 
many merchants accordingly declaied their readinefs caeai>^ 
bark. I'he bountv which the committee has propoled to 
give, is twenty (hillings upon every quarter imported from 
the Mediterranean, and fifteen (hillings upon every barrel, 
reckoning 4401b. to the quarter, and 1961b. to tjie btrrel, 
avoirdupoife, until 300,000 quarters (hall be imported. The 
reafon for allowing tins high bounty upon corn imported fiom 
Mm2 the 
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tlw me^itctran^i^. it .in co^fiiiluenct of the high price which 
"^e vtflels ti^ihg titt/thatt quacttBi^pay for freight and infur- 
. tuic^ together with tiie oblig^oo -^ey are under of con* 
ycyip^ OMt ballafli* The wojt j^ brn imported from 

'Amen^eai) and'i^e northern £prlfl^ is fixed at fifteen 

Ihill.ings the quarter and ten &!}ling8' tbe barrel, of the fame 
'i^h^d ^^fore, until 560,000 quarten ihaH be imported ; 
«hd as’ lis^aq cor(i and Inci|an meal may, at this time, be fub- 
.ftituted, ^'COiBfflitti^ihave agreed to grant a bounty of five 
fbiltings per quaker, and ihree (hillings per barrel, upon thofe 
;^articits, .of foe ftandand afoqve-mentioned, impoited into this 
Wfibfo the gift. of .Auguft . lyqb, or ^ntil 500,000 
^ are itnported, Tbe committee has alfo received fome 

j oit foeideficienCy of rye, but it wa^ not yet authorifed 

J ^ nialtea report upon it. The 9ommittee concluded its report, 
py 'obferving that th^ had adopted fuch meafures as appeared 
. foetn.capable of affording the, largeft fupply with foe utmofl: 

p^^pe^bony and in the mqj^’;Pll$sxceptionfole manner ; that 
} j^ppites, however, from foarkets were not to be de- 

, j^nded upon, and that it be neceflary in foe mean 

time,, to enforce foe ftridhft oeconomy in the confumption 
,of wheat, and foe yrifefl precautions and experiments in fob* 
fiituting other artit^ to leflen that confumption. Upon thefo 
principte it would extend its enquiries, and report from time 
. to time as ppportunity (hoiild ferve. 

. Xhe report* vfus ordered to lie upon the table, and copies 
. of it to be printed. 

^tlpon a mddon of Mr. Ryder y the order of the day was 
. then read for foe houfe to refblve itfelf into a committee of 


'foe, whole houfe, to confider further of the high price of corn, 
^H^kh was put off till the Wednefday following. ^ 

rl|i«ajtciT rpR Tii l' g A rETy and preservation op his ma- 

VjtSTY’* PERSgnO|l^ .GOVERNMENT AGAINST TREASON- 
ABLE AK||fl.|l|fpi%OUS PRACTICES AND aTTEMP'I'S. 

-The Chme^tr if the Exchequer then moved, that the a£l 
thelprds had lent for tlmir concurrence, entitled ** an 
^f:'i!^|icdhmefofety and pfeforvation of his Majefty’s perfon,” 

Mr. Shefidfin. hoped, that if it was read a firff time it would 
,1 k printed before foe fecond reading took [dace J in foe mean 
' time, from . foe general notoriety of the Bill, he conceived 

K eif bpundl to-cq^fe the (irB reading of< it, and llmuld' 
ifo.ngly tidpE of the houfoupooib 


* Vide Appcndix.for a copy of the Report itfelf* 


The 
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The Q^fu^kr of tbi Extlkquir wa!lLii 0 i^ furprifed at Ais 
extraordinary MppoUtion in the 4itft ;fta|c of the Bilfe pcCwfs 
he knew the HonourahI|!;Gi^tleman was in rife hj^“i of j 
arguing againil it, out of aofiirs« He told the Hon^is^ 
Gentleman, however, that he Aould mpve for the fec^td ^d^ 
ing to take place on Thurfday. . » ' / J* 

A long convcrfation enlued, upcm the point of ! 

reading a BiH a firft time without previous mtjffM fS’oirn w|ih^; 
ftrangers were excluded, when Ae houfe upon 

Sheridan's motion. : * " 

While the ftrangers were excluded, a conveffation todfc 
place, in the courfe of which Mr. Whitbre^ : refuted a 
charge, contained in a calumnious anonymous >pm^a^ 
which appeared in fome of the morning papers of yeftcrday^ 
purporting that Mr. Whitbread and Mr. l^umer bad^op{K)i)^ 
the loyal addrefs propofed and carried at the county meetii^ , 
held at Flertford on Saturday laft. Mr. Plin^r faid^ ho ! 
could not fubfcribe to the A^l^fs carried on Aat ddy^ 
caiife it contained a calMni^Ji;.iip^^ a certain d?fcrt|imdn df 
perfonS) charging them with ddhnfpiracy which produced the 
outrage upon the king : Mr. Whi Aread fai3?they had propbfei 
and fuportedan addrefs containing wari(!i {^prelfion$<H lo^ 
and a^iiion to his Majefty upon his 0ppy 6<cape, tu^ab^K 
ftaining from fixing the heavy charge having 
that deteftable a£l on any part of his Mdjefty's fiilgp® 
without proof - — ■' 

Jyes * -V#'’"' 

'Majority - _i4+_ '-fj,";.' 

Upon the motion for the fecond heading; ol Ac Bily w' 
houfe again divided. 

4 '« - • ‘ 

Noa - -■ 7 !:#:%- 

Majority *. 126 , 

Lord Eardlejf remarked on tbfe im^roprirtyv dT si pttb|fc . 
meeting having been held by ■i‘)me of the ml 

day, on the fubie^ of the Bills ndw pending th ParKanWii^'!? 
and obferved, mt ih this, as well ^Asin other. refpe^^'fili^ 
was forrv to fee too great a refembianoe to iPyendi 

Mr. Eheridan replied, that the *^eii*ifemettt|iy^{ng an acjiC 
count of the meeting 4)^4 no date to it, and dm bd^r 

■ therefore da any other dayr »s b**" ** appeared. 

' j. Sir 
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^ Sit ijfmg remariccd alfo on thp want of reverence 

’ for the fa'bbath, wiiich fuch kjfneeting implied. 

^ I^r. SMridan faid, he jlid i^ot n^ean to deny that the.nieet- 
ing on the Sunjday ; buf bt>ferved,l that the cafe wa$ 
urgent ;" that care nlfo was taken not to drink the toafts after 
diiindr^i with thofe accortipanimertts to the toafts which were 
iifual, and that the utmoft decorum was obferved. He alfo 
laid, the objji^ of the me^-ting was to l>repare a hand-bill, in 
. order to dilconragc riot. He afTured the'^Houfe; that he was 
by no means a perfon who was apt to fail in refpe£l for the 
faiib or profeilion of the people of this or any other religion 
or xountryi He added, that the date to the advertifement 
was pittpofely left out, as the meeting were fenfible that it 
ought nc^^to be announced to the public, as held on a Sunday, 
and ought not to be drawn into a precedent. 

Mr* G^reyy Mr. Foxj Mr. Lam'^i^n^ and Mr. Sheridan^ 
Oppofed ihje Bill, fome on the ground of wiflirng ta bring on 
firft th^ motion for a commik^^to inquire into the circum- 
ftanties of the late attack on\]tis 

Mr# Rydery Mr. H. Addin^iiiy and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequevy fuppo^ted the motion for the firft reading of it, 
and urged the indecency of oppofing in the firft ftage, a Bill, 
of which all that tbejf^ knew at prefent was, that it was a Bill 
for the further fecuriiy of his Majefty’s perfon, whofe life had 
been lately in fo much danger ; and a Bill, which alfo was re- 
icommetided to them by the Houfe of Lords who had palled it. 

After which Mr. Sheridan afleed, whether fuch a necefiity 
didexift as juftified the Bill in queftion ? If this neceftity 
did exift, then fuch a declaration went ex^flly to this point, 
that if proof was attainable, proof (hould be given. For 
htf part, however, he had heard of no fatisfadory proof for 
';i#tirring to fo violent a meafure, nor had any fatisfadory 
proof been yet Proofs were abfolutcly neceft’ary, 

?nd mini fters were bound to furnilh them, as the onus prebandi 
clearly lay with them. Before the fofpenfion of the Habeas 
Corpus A&y ininifters had condefceiKled to a£t with fome 
, itf^/decedey, widt feme deliberation, and had accordingly 
^ |iMived4br tte appointment of a Comniitttc of Enquiry, upon 
report of which committee they afterwards proceeded. If 
report were neckilary then, it was more indifpenfible at 
^prefent, for upon what. polfibic principle could they call upon 
r^liW members of that houfe tp alTent to the ft; png meaftircs 
Web weise offered them, unlefs they eftabjilhcd an ab- 
weeSify for fuch rcfoiirces, and confirmed it by evi- 
? ile would nut ftoop to the proclamation as a proof. 
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he confidered that proclamation as the declaration of the mi#' 
lufter. What authority then was there for the intfoduftionof 
this Lilli ? what inducement for \t$ adoption ? The evidence 
fent down from the Huufe of LordSi and the ^drefs of con^ 
gratulation to his majefty fbp his efcape, were by no ftieana 
fuiiicient, without examining a fuiglc witneft, the houfe had 
been content to take the matter as it ftood» and had joined 4 a 
the addrefs of the other houfe» without further enquiry* To * 
this he did not obje£l, f> far as it delated to the addrefs alone; 
on the conirary, he readily concurred ; but did any man think > 
that the evidenccy taken in the Houfe of Lords, vague and 
contradi£lory as it was in every part of it, and the addrels 
which followed, were by any means fufficient to give fanifliDa 
to two Bills of the magnitude and importance of tho& #hicli 
were in confequence produced? The more deliberately he 
confidcrcd this, the more he found himfelf, placed in a 
difagreeablc dilemma, he was cither obliged to believe that 
a largj body of men, capable of commitcing^treafon and 
the moft horrible outrages, ||h|akia&ually in motion, or elfe he 
mu ft fuppofe that theie wei#|||M$ capable of inventing and 
believing any thing, who fof Hieir own hafe purpoles, and 
under the influence of the moft deplorable credulity, had pre* 
tended a fedition to accomplifh their dcflgiics of deftroying the 
libtrties of their country* It was always^ he obferved, more 
difEcult to believe the evil, though in this precife inffance he 
was compelled to do it. He was not only inclined to think, 
but confirmed in his opinion by fubfequent evenUf, that the 
prefent alarm had been created folely by mini(l<^ for the ac* 
complifhment of their coi rupt purpoi^ of liheUing the go« 
vernment* This opinion was not, he faid, grounded upon 
any fuperficial view oi the fubje<^, but d duetd from expe- 
rience of the condud, temper, and loyalty of the people. In 
1792, the houfe leci; edt that for iimilar purpofes, fimilar re- 
ports ol plots and cvnipiractes had been induftrtuufly circu- 
lated. Theyweie ilkrted m parliament, they were pomted 
out in publications, and then as at prefent, they had 
formed a part ot the King’s Proclamation* It was ge- 
nerally rumoured at that time, and as generally believed, * 
that a party was adually prepared and ready to feiee the 
tower, carry away the arms, and commence a rcvoluttoe, 
and before any pcrlnn took not ce ct this manoeuvre, the moft 
extraordinary means were takt n to circulate the proclamation 
throughout every part of the kingdom with unexampled ra«» 
pidity; troops were thrown into the tower to defend it froqi 
attack, and the whole government appeared to be in a ftate of 

confternatlon 
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VdtiftcrnBtion and difmay. In the courle of the trials which 
Ji4lowcd| ha recotlcifted that he had witneflM the moft com- 
jilets and dSftitidl proof that tiw whole of theie atrocious a£ts 
erightated with the infhrrnera» ratters, and fpies employed 
«n that occaliott. fXijedion might be made to hi* attendance 
on thofe triala, but as he had re»oii to doubt the exigence of 
confpiradeSy.Mb was refolved to he &ir play, and in attending 
he onlv dhchatged bis duty as a member of parfiament and a 
guardian of the publick welfare. He aeain rtfpe'ited it, that 
at thofe trials hedbund the whole idba m a revolution to be 
loreed, that the informers, reporters, and fpies, one and all 
doclar^, that they never had fuggefted that fuch danger was 
cxiftiniu and that the whole, upon the cleareft and beft con- 
■e&ed^idence, was proved to be a fabrication. That cir- 
cumftance demonftrated bow far the declarations of minifters 
were to be trufted. A committee it was true had been ap- 
pointed, and from that committee it was equally true, they 
had received accounts of an exteW^ve treafonable plot. I'he 
cxifienCe of the plot, was indft{! ^| «eught from higher autho- 
nty, and the trials were deferfbolu} books could Be prepared 
with fiiitabla decorations, and copper-plates engraved, u'lth 
die repreftntatiqn of pikes to alarm and irritate the public 
mind. Fortunately nr the fubje£l the juries upon the trials, 
in repeated cafes nC^iived the exiftence of any treafon or 
con^racy. At that time, intelligence of a third plot was 
noifed, of wMcb be had had occafton to fpeak before. A plot 
Whi^ was inveftigatcd by the nugiftrates a^ing on behalf of 
govetnmem, and m lihne degree confirmed by their proceed- 
ings. A phg announced with every aggravated particular, 
and exaggenmng comment, in all tj|p miniftenal pa^rs. 
This fuppofed plot, after all, conllfted in an intended aflain- 
nation of bis majefty at one of the theatres, with a ftrange 
kal$«umt.iK that was never found, and by men who were af- 
terwards relealiid. It was difeovered, or preteadeJ to be dif- 
eoveved, which >irith minifters is nearly the fame thing, at a 
very (eafenable time^ for it was while the Bills were pending 
aiwiis wbteh diefe perfons, who were afterwards acquitted by 
ftejUriCB> sfere indi£led. He knew not whether minifters 
had ptnptTfely contrived this plot to prejudice the minds of 
Ibofe juries , he hoped, that they would not have been fo de- 
liberately cruel. Such conduct, however, would always ex- 
pofe them to cenfure, and he knew not with what confcience 
they could coiifider it, when they recolle^d that men bad 
been for a long time detained in prifon, and afterwards dil- 
(^UtrgcdifVtthojt any allegationt having been made againft 

them. 















tior. i R] WOODF AX.L^^ PAKI^AUZ^I^JlKY Ji^FQI^LTS. , ) 47^ 

they bad' lop:'|^€^.c0iS)Wn fecllnipi^^^^.th^ cblamot^^^ 
of humani ty, arid ’ that they w^^ij^okcd .4jM^^i^ 

Che evHs which furroimdcd U^m, Jtn 
all moderation. Were all 
Jution in France, 



liant talants, to. 
not, with'^theu"^' 
had been ^1 . 
were adjeqiiiaJte 
countries viif 
ftmilar enojcml 
condemned 
ever entered the h 
principles would have the 
they have had over die dblud^ pa 
with- a total ignorancr of 
nature itfejll It was 
graded and dehafv^d 
and brought them to. txtfcm 
ufed to rational liberty and 
ground dowo^ nor made 
iVouW oever be gliilty f f ;/uch 


\s^ co^htrjj^jthiey cOuld 
which 
country 
»!^^jpcbpib of bpthi 
fore im]^jQp^e thac 
igTand,tv 





'6^ 'len^y^l 
i;ioverAp^lit 
^ ;ai;h thjfe digpiQl 
peO] 


^theTapic 

to^^rluei, 
andOf 
id«pe** 




more, beca^^fe itwas the foie punclL|^lji;oyi ^bicb thgpi 


it p^d 


men of tlie opppfite fide relied , 
ahfolate1y,^that the Bill was intend^for the pi , , 
Rl 9 najG!?h ;wd the fafety of tj|0|eonftitutiqp, he v/as 
to ^reod^ the rights and libefties of the fubjeift oft 
caritwlci^w The fii]l^|ipdfaLire piiiKiiplc^^of " 

mulft at 

the power t>f the 
run together, and it wbu^Ml^ 
fcrencc. If minifters werg 
drew from the 

pofe of appjyiftf ‘ a- 

lion, it wopl# 

Aidtions^ Ti 
Emprefs of R,| 
faith of Prulfia^i^i 
du<a of Ot^r^y^mj 
Hour able„' ^ 

truth of 

“ heron 


^vebeea 

.beidra 

thin tb4 


proved 



ore the* dcdudlion wlte drawn froSil 
No. a 


pop^i'i 




, if6 . WiOdll^riillt'S f [CefiMtMti 

jp^lAr meeti(^ .,itod ^e jDutrage oh ius Majofty had any 
.- hdf|tei®o»i,' iereniptortiy denied. . At the iafe cot^nty tneet> 
fiail^crtfQf^ife, ayBe^rable Gentleman (Mr. Baker) 
tlW' bis opinion', adtii|''^th''great impropriety in' coupling. 
iB»<i3i^r»thhttiiph to his Miftity with a charge agaihft the 
’ £iOietiti. A t^rge, 'l»tOrtiai|ii To, long as it Was polHWe 

to haife invefitiga^n ^ if inveftigationr 
and gentlemeti ffiould then fly |||i»ifld no longer 

tcidl rta charjgd.l|>ht-a.:c!i|^Oy, cafe^ it un- 
^^dpubtedly becorwtiS i*dl^iii|Sy,^" wl|pn'T^to^e^^ that can 

.’'1^ haid4^, rtije^dy hr tir , An Honour- 

"■‘^e Qondmso (Mr,' ,^5w^^^'*^^,''hVhfeferved, aflerted, 
./ll|tlitt t^ 8«iptine of Kiiig-jsUling oh(s preached at Copenhagen 
ll^t.W^h’troh.lh^'fu^ donrhies had been preached, 

' prcl^ittidaStttutb-'itave hndli comhtenced', or the magiflrates 
and the e.^itj^e goyerodnent would have been guilty of 
r? gfbkt.aodif^dalous hegle3,iie Was, therefore, warranted in 
^ difhtlieyihg'it. So far, bowiem,was the fiuSt different from 
,;the ajKa^Ony that h '^was known that no fuch per- 

f^^Oious do|^(%ss were flaailii^^n the contrary the perfons 
‘ f^refehtf proiffleila Tptrit of loyalty to his Maj'>ffy, 

. nbtwithflsndrttg'' their declimhtions againit his ' miniiters,. 
againft the war, dhd in %{^rt of parliamentary sreform. 
Another flondi^able WsA^man (the 'Chancellor of the Ex- 
^k^br).had ffiiit'et^iRg>^&id, that inflammato^ hand-bills 
' wjRW^'ijtoimg in every part .of the metropolis. .Thefe hand^ 
i hl%ht be, and pOflibly WCre, written and publiffied by 
. frMStl'Of the .fpies for their own profit and ad^antagfb 'Let it . 

jdscolleSbd thjit the fpies themfelves confefled 1^ 'jidpurt of 
*' I uftipe, that to encoura^ ■and' ^ceivC'^lKhdrs thi^' 'Were the 
IliMeft in a cry for rtfocm, and forward lt» ufe in-s. 

- he to find proof that 

nwer'^puuliieii''0r cirtyilated by the -focietics, 

' : him to Jenowfrom whom thofehand- 

>were obtained. When once a go- 
Tand itfdt<^ien, it became j he faid, 

* " ‘ and 



rfftytti^j'dial 
i^leaid’ 
Q'd'lfest jit., 

'j'Kwd: 




create 


iriMd'.Qenilisni^nf(^|^hit>Contradidb 


hf-;'^(^M<WliOrnners whs a 
I'W^lmwC^wever, would 
.,ra^.''^pp&M^''and therefore 
^"^•^.ife&el&rUy attach to it, 
ion (jmeuted in 

riveditcjjpedwittiiWttMiififfmlhould flip* 
fofmeriy oTs praftice t^ofe -who 
‘ brought! 
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brottghttip thieves, and inftru6ied th,eni\whileyoungja.l^ja^ 
to fliare theiir|>roiits. Mr. Sheridan faid, he had hitnloif^a^l^a 
man de^lare^ that in the heat^ofiiis^sal and lbyalty,hedjp^oinbd 
another to watch thofe whom h^ fbr gm^ 

him a guinea a week, but that the laft^he br^ghtvhi|c)L . 
counts K> alarq|ing, that he^l^e •him tvJia -guin^s a wo^ 
Such, would inevitaJ^i%||^^^cafe, ihohld go^n from 

worie to w6r(<|^ fP itwtd be imputable to the iame catife. 
He mentioned the. hjad^that day been af- 
fembkd in Palace* 3 ^lm 3 ' ah<iihe.ciirp^;^n^^ exhibited , 

on that occafion^^'if it ^^^hap^^di that the meeting h# 
been held before Seffion of. Parliament, 

declared, he fhouM fiot have been furprifed if it had been u£d 
as an argument for the neceiEty,.of the Bill* He wi|h:^d ’an 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. X^aaiiing) v^ouU^^ome into hi$ 
committee and prove that the |^ieties did not preeeh the 
doflrine of king«killing, becaufo in that cafe profecutioti, 
would bcinttituted, and the truth bef inveftigated regularly 
and by due courfe of law. , Sheridan concluded'llis fpeech- 
by moying, “ Thfkta cort^Sfitf be appointed t^cncjuirejntd 
the exiftence, extent, and dang^ pf feditiou^srineetings, rc^ 
ferred to in Proclamation on the i^i}.th of Np- • 

vember/’ . . . ^ 

Mr. Powys faid, notwithftanding the notice which the ! 
nourabie Gentleman had given df htvmotion, he had not 
peded he Would have made it, he did not believe, ,$be 
Gentleman would have gravely broiight’forward fuch.a plopo.* ^ 
fitioh to retard the legiflativc proceedings of the houfe on lb 
important fubjedt. The houfe had not, it was true, nor necdl., 
it have, fpecific evidence of the treafooable deligns of the meet- 
ings: there were fu^cient circuirlftances to prove the general 
tendency of their machinitioni^ The hdtt^iety ^one viras 
enough to juftify the le^llature^of the co^iWy in refi^jj^g 
to Urong and deCide4 regulations, to prqvc^ tifb confequ^^s 
that might arife from fuch inflami^afory*'aj|^ 

Hon Gentleman bad;ilRtcd it tpponjpkm^ 

the outra^,^eVed ^'tris Migeftyu^ and the 
at the rh^eii^i Alluded tor^ * this vps the yerjr plea uf^ 
focieties themfelv^ ln(iiiut<|o«l was pfegifely the 6^*-, 
The hli'4^ftated.'an alter^^y^jnl^ 

fpe<5)ting the pi|t>Sp^op|^nded ab^tat one of the meeii^sj^^ 
‘ viz. either* that pr that there was^t^c. T,he" 

HonourahljlGen^l^lhan was fe^lJiTon, *^ 

prove it7 v|f it be proved, thej^|hln;g ^ i 

To this puhlicatibn ttic'^name of was" 

annesfidi 
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*dlin^cd ; the Honourable Gentleman was aware that the 
faiifCitiaSen ’Lee wi^ not his^Majefly’s printer. It was note- 
tious that Citizen' Lee wag ufiially employed by the Corref- 
ponding Society; and in this inftance^ the Honouiable Gen- 
- thiman ihoutd fliew that he Was not as ulual engaged by 
them* It was plain from all ine proceedings amd dodtincs of 
the meetings, ' that the-governmenr great olaifacle in 

their way ; that at governmen'! they*, aimed alf their efforts j 
' ^d therefore govornipent>Wlas obliged to encTcavouf to fccure 
>||elffrom the ferret and open attacks of weak, infidious and 
ifangcrous men. > 

* Powys Lid, if his hoofe were attacied by robbers, no 
iinan would deny that it would be his dety to feciirc it agahiil 
. ateack^s in future ; fo much fp, thrt it wt old be crimi- 

jpaliy negligent in hini^ if he omitted to ufe every poflible 
pi!;ecaut]on. ' Such .was the, pi^edicament of government. 7'he 
. luring atmek on the facred perfon of the king, was a blow at 
tnonarch)|^ nay, it ftruck at the root of the conftitution- 
ahis attack, which aggravated 4ind crowned all the former 
wickednefs of defigning men, put out of the cjiieftion, the 
:^egations fbt forth in the preamble of the Bill afibrded cogent 
and very . fufficient reafons to pref^ forward^and pafs fuch a 
Inea/ure into .a law. * 

./‘/With regard to theperfons, who had been tried in confe- 
rence oT the dodrine hefd and promulgated at the meetings 
qi^ftion, he would ^not go fo far as a Right Honourable 
Genilemian had done in calling them '^acquitted felony,** he 
would only fay, thoc they h:\d not complt ted the meafure of 
their guilt. Who would fay thjt the dwfigns of the focifeties 
could be denied or djfproyed r "I heir criminality, it was true, 
didnotgqfo far as to fubjrdl* the offenders to capital punifh- 
ajnept, as in cafes of treafon.' ’ What then ? — Ought they to 
be.|pfered to prqfced in fuch a way as might end in ihe 
of the country, jbccauie there was no exifting hiw to 
upon yffir feditiotiS pra^iccs and proceedings i (ien- 
itoicri feem^d willing to juftify them on the ground of cxcefs 

to confider them guilty merely of 
vqi^ial indiferetions. He appealed to the documents and 
ai^thorities of thofp focietles ihemfelyejS!;; fHe would afk any 
wlio had read, t|icir did they mean Jio 

teore than [iarljarncfidiny^' reform Was it not evident that 
wiflbed to overturn the government ^f the country : 
held out French fyftem aS a fytlem of imitation to 
' This cotiW not be controverted. Did not the 
not the debates at Chalk-farnv, 

and 
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and elfewhere^'^ fuf?5ciently juftify him iw. making foch a 
charge ? The #oulc were already, in pol&ffion,pf 
facSts to diibftantiare it. T he views of thefe fociecies' an j 
mcetiins were obvioiilly narrowed fince laft year : then, ibejf 
piiblick-ly declared that they wouW never petition parliament. 
Now they rondcfcetid to petitia^n. Mdnourable. Gentle- ' 

man ha.d faid, that thiir demeanour w|iS peaceable and or- ^ 
dciJy; but the Honourable^Gentlemairs appearance for the 
moment might have (uiRcient weiglii^to fiifpend the operatifMi 
of wictednefs; his eloiSiuence they, all jenew hjid charnrilsii 
that whenever he “pjeafed to exert It could fafeinate the mal-*- * 
titude, foothe their fplrits^ anif p^fuade them to abandon^liie/ 
violence of tumult for the calm of admiration. 

JUe legitdldis animus ct j>e£lor^,mulccU 

While ycnticmcn of fortune and t^eili|^ attended theirtnect- 
iny.s, the members might be willing to conceal their defigns, 
and delu/iv'cly to profcfs that their aim /was honeft and edn- ’ 
lliiutionul. lie wiflicd to afk the houfe, was not the general 
notfvriery enough to juilify^ihefn iq the meaAire? Was hoc 
thiit the ’ground of tlie Ridk A6l ? — Look,’' i(aid.he, “tai 
the prccecleiiih of the houfe, you Will find, that general noto-' 
ricfy was-all on which the Bill in that iriftance was 'groiinde^f .. 
arid the mcafurc was agieed to nem^ (on. What were >1® / 
to* think of the contluci of our anceftors. in the* gun-poWafei 
plot? Did they go iino evidence about that plot? 
they done fo, tiie flouii; of Commons ought to has^^ bcOT ^ 
gun-powder prod. Such was the cafe with the RUl before ' 
the htiiufe : ihe notoriety was fiich, that going into prorf 
would be ridiculous. The parliament ot Coptnhagen-houfe^' 
and the parliamcn: aflembled in St. Stephens, Weftminfter, 
could not exiit together. The Britilh parliament, as con- 
fn'liii::: of Kinc? l-^ords, and Commoiii', would be cruftiwr 
ioi r if ih^y did notcrulh the unconftitutional parliaments 
in .jucit 

i. /t'Ay/faid, if bis honourable and learned Friend^^^^ 
poinc (the Attorney General) had neglcilcd.to^profecate 
perfoMS guilty of the crimes which were fpvjken 
gbirlng and fo Comiiioiif he would have been guilty of a 
bicacii of duty and .df general charaftei-j^^'efpccially wh^ 
that neglccl might J«d to confetjuences' fo fatal Vs 
apprchelidcd j but that wps no argument in fupport of the 
prcTun Bill, nor f^id it Rpply to the difeuflipn which hiV . 

HoiiDurable Ftiend (Mr. Sheridan) had fo properly giv<ai file;' 

• ' 
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to that day. hou<c, it^tnuft confclTcd, jj^d hctn hurried 

jlito aStS formerly, without fufficienf grounds to 

lyanaht the mcafures tdken by them, and every man he pre- 
fuoftd/v/jould agree, that when a Bill was brought in to rc- 
firainj jr rdther^to facrificc the liberties of Englidimen, clear 
proofs of its neteffity fhoulcT be, produced. The Habeas 
Corpus A& hadbeeU) Ha his opinion, very unncceflarily fufpend- 
ed, the decency of a r^ular eri^uiry had neverthclefs even 
thiA been obferved. ; Vi'V^at he defired to know was^ the evi-' 
deSnee on. which thty were-, how required to« proceed ? No- 
thing oF the nature of prSof qp necelSty had been offered to 
juIMfy or to authorife the pr^ht mdikfufe; nothing was con- 
^itcd in the evidence fent; down from the bfher houfe, but 
garbled'facls which cqpld icarce form the ground pf a warrant 
of commitment* He c^led oh lawyers, on gentlemen of his 
own prb/cflion, to d^^re hpncfbly whether they thought 
evidence woirld induce a grand jury to find a bill of 
indictment, much Jtfs warrant a verdiCl upon trial.* No 
<0niie6iion had been eftahliflied between certain proceedings 
of the Corr<?fJ)QndiAg Society, and the outrage offered to his 
Majcfl^jOV any thing like proof produced of the dangcrouf> de- 
with which the latter had been branded. An Honour- 
^ileGcbHeman (Mr. Powys) indeed, with a happy flight of 
^tl^inatioii, ^ his eye in a fine frenzy rolling’* frorii iTling- 
to Vy’ettminfter,' was able to difeern the fprings and 
j^nctpks of the riot and Outrage on his Majcfty in what 
, the field near Copenhagen-boufe ; he vt’culd afk 
^hetber any thing but To poetical an iniajiination a? that of 
the Honourable Gentleman cculd conneCF the pailiamcnt at 
lA/^efirhinfter Hall with the mcctmg at Copenhagen- houfe> or 
f^ftablifh any thing like f^oof, that intentions v/cic there 
entertained pf a ciiminal iikture. If it was true that the 
pec^ple had nothing to do wdth laws but to obey thf*m, as it 
hadbeen laid '^own by fpiiitu^l authority* in another p].jce, 
1^. liHas proper^that the boufe fliould coafider well what the 
pJjibf Vjwre wiatch they were called upon to impofe <ui th.e 
Uibjel^$. Were fuch arbitrary maxims aS the one he had 
reftjrired to, confonant to the meek fpirit of thp.Chrjitian re- 
ligion f Could^any man who confidered hirhlclf a fucceHor 
td .apoftles, a difeiple of the prWee pf peace, reconcile 
fuch a libel on freedom' and chriftianity to hii|; confciencc ? 
fThe gunpowder-plot -yrhjch the Honourable GrePtleman had 
urged as a precedent fpr, adfing without enquiry, was not a 


pjhop ^!lf Kochetter’o fpeecli in th« Houfe of Lords, November 


very 
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Very fortunate inftance; ther^'* was this clumfy fail* in. the 
way, the gunpowder was actually found, znd jke overt a£l 
was indifputable. If he faw the name of Citizen Lee to any 
libellous hand-bills, how did it follow that they did nototi-, 
ginatc from the fources wherice they haid been wit! to proceed 
— the very contrivance of minifters themfelves, ' With re- 
gard to the cafe of Dr. Titos Oates, in that Inftance, the 
minifters of Charles the Second had, for th^ir own purpofes^ 
encouraged, or framed , fimilar machinations to thofe of . 
the prefent a^ihirtiftration. That };hey were .really the pro- 
duction of piinlfters themfelves, and propagated for their de- , 
figns, was confirmed by the fupid^ers of the Attorney Ge- 
neral, w^ho had ihftituted no profecution, nor was it, he be- 
lieved, defigned to bring any forward* Such, then were the 
Ihallow pretences on which they were required to pafs two 
bills, one of which aflaffinated the beft privileges of the coit- 
ftitutionj the other gags the mouth of every Britifli . fubje<ft j 
lii’Is which w'cre not in the fnialleft degrfee calculated to meet 
the danger which had threatened his Majefly, or correfpond 
to the outrage ftated as the immediate caufe of their adop- 
tion. 

An Honourable Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) on the other fide of the houfe, had himfelf formerly, 
been no finall admirer of debating clubs, he had been ac- ; 
cuftomed to frequent them, although he feemed now to favour;', 
their fuppreffion, and to join with the late magiftratc of 
don, who had difplayed fuch diftinguifhed zeal for dil^erfing 
them. Such indeed had been the Right Honourable Gen- 
tlcmaii*$ ardour for debate, that he had -even harangued in a 
malk bn fome occafions. He had however now pulled off 
the malk and difclofcJ himfelf in his true charadler. 

He declared he w^as not acquainted with the purport of the 
inil.unmatory hand-bills and publications laid to be in circu- 
htion ; they h id never fallen in his way 5 but there were 
foine publicatlcMis differing in their nature, though equally'' 
libellous in their tendency, equally hoflile to tllfe principles q$ 
the confiitation; a pamjphiet had been attributed to a perfonj^ 
much in favour, of minifters, one who liad been employed 
in every kind of work, in which he maintained that the Bridlh 
conftitution was an effifetia} monarchy, and that the othj?r^ two 
branches of it were derived from its bounty and dependent 
upon its favour.^ 

* Mr, Rcey«i„ 

O o 
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Hei ihould feel-himfelf unworthy of the name he bore and 
of tKe family he fprang from, if he did not^exprets his deepeft 
indignation af^fuch dodlrincF, openly avowed and publiihed 
Under the aufpices of a government that delighted to afperfe 
the principles ^ pf the i*ev'olution-—docl l ines that ought to be 
the fiihjc6t of a profecution inftituted by that' houfe and in- 
finitely more pernicious than What had been uttered by any 
SachtWi'rel of modern times; 

Could any man imagine a minider fo unfuccefsful in every 
undertaking in -which he embarked, whofe .conduit was 
rriarked by a' train of fuefb difafters and difgrace, and the 
glaring folly of whofe meafurcs weic. only equalled by the 
obftiniicy with which he perfeveves in rhcni, ncvcnhclefs fo 
rU'pted in dcprai'itVj.fo loft to fliamcas to adopt incarurcs cal- 
fsWated to aggravate and ihcrejfe'thc public uifcoi.tcnt and 
tiifiatfsfadtion ? Who could feel furprirc that the contem- 
plation <»f fiicli incapacity, and the pufTureof <‘uch misforr 
tunes, had produced outrages among tljc people? Smarting' 
under the fcourge of famine, and irritated at their loflc':, fink- 
ihg under the weight of grievances v\hich the ?.ccuniu!*.ti >ii of 
■j^xes and the rulp of their induftry occafioncd, v/hat W' li 
Was there that they ftioulj procevxi to nnjuftihal !c 
The miiiiftcr hiniilif could iiot biit jc fcnfiblc that the t'ji^pcr 
of a people muil l>c lb thorou;>hly roufecl by^fani'nn fo poip,- 
liantand fo exti .me, that it iortii into 

open -'‘■b? of vi ICC. 'A’’ 'c miniftcr oi tlii^^ Cv/untiy 
tbb&ght himfcir liiifafc v/it ^ o; 

ftabks to attend him to a ^ tcaP*, could ti^'y doubt that he 
was convinced that hi^ own ineuluies muft have provoked 
the public indign; lion, and it w'as unncccfiary to ftck for 
the caufe of outrage in a feitloJ u eri:an to royalty, 'j'he 
miniftpr confeious of the calami tour, condition to vlilch he 
has reduced his coniu^y, can no longer bear the cojueu.pt of 
hisofciJow-cirizcn?, red therefore he devifo Jiuvs u'>i;picls 
difplay of tl^efe feelings. He was no.v dcie.iuiijcAi 

their ^Wths,‘ not indeed with breid, but v. :h ; ' 

|nd 'l^&lycs/fi:i:wre^^^ from (hem the 'tnilerablc confidrtrioa oI 
ts^plaint, 1‘hough that obnoxious claufe of the JjiH by 
Whidi the ccnfi Jence of private famriicS^ to be vitdnt.d 
had been abaf^doued, miniftcr* had Cjonverted niagiftrafes 
into judges of logic, of ihetoric, and of political opinion*^, 
^'nd coMtitured them the innncdjatc cXecatioH’crs of a lapid 
jind ajbitrai I' ientciice, w'hich they were authofazed and in a 
iparmer ca' :d u c;u to pror.ounre. Shuidedt^fay thefe cnn£l- 
t'louglit he might venture to appear in 
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;pabHc without dread of the opinion of people on affairs with 
which the^ were prohibited from fnterincddlingi' ^ithoUtfear 
of that refentmeiu which they were prohibited in any ^nanner 
to tcfiify. When the fovereign i3 infill ted in confeqcience of 
ihe odium of n iniflerial mesfurcs, and a few individuals break 
into indecent excefles, the whole people of Eitij^land are to 
be deprived of tlicir liberties. , Before the howfe could decide 
upon a meafurc fo fatal to the coriftitution, arid fo injurious to 
the people of England, they would furely expert more evi^ 
dcnce than they yet had before tbeni, which could only be 
obtained, by the enquiry. , , ^ ‘ v, 

Sir yarned Sander jen rofe in confequence of tlie^jallufions of 
Mr- Jekyll to his mayoralty, and fpoke in juftific.ition of bia 
conduct, a;j:aind which, fot the courfe of thefe three years, no 
charge, he I'jivl, had. been brought on account of any of the public 
tranfac-lioiis iu which he was engaged. The proceedings of 
-tlie public meetings, 1792, were, he faid, alarming and, dan- 
gerous, and frequently claimed his vigilance and exertion. 
As an inftance of the mHguided and perverfe intentions of 
thofe d*;luclcd men, he tlated that the fentimtnts exprc/l'ed by" 
one oi‘ their Ic.idcrs, who was brouglit before ‘.him, wer^ 
tiiat He would never rcil until tijis country was govetn^^d 
by a comfnonwcaU!i.” Every thing that had lince happened 
convinced him tliat not or»e moment fliould be loft in putttQjgh 
a flop to the further proceedings of political clubs, as 
delay mil ^it endanger t!ic conftit ) and undo the country/ 

‘ , he believed the exifting lawa.oP thfe 
country were am; y fufiicient for the purpof* of fuppreifin^ 
criminal attempts on the conflutution, whetricr feditious op 
trealonablc, and he was convinced that if they were not pro- 
perly exccutec it arofe from the fee ret views iuid pra<3:ices of 
minblers tliemi' Ives. He believed in his^confcience that thefe 
men, \v: 0 were deferibed to lie dangerous to the govern- 
Jiicnr, had been allowed to proceed in their.„plans in order to;, 
turn the public attention fiom an abominabk war, 
without neceffity, in iO^ofitien'to the interei^ of^ thls coupstry 
and to the majcims of found policy, and which, in its 
nuance, had been pregnant with ruin and m'ifcry. 
jiever, he laid, foir^^,, that fome years ago, when ifha^^^een 
propoied to inveftiaaicfe t1^ ftate of feditious meeting In fiKk 
country, the ^inifter had undervalue^- their importance:, aitd 
a/Fccled to wnfidcT them ns too ipconfiderabfe to merit thip 
particular iriteif^vencc of the houfe. ' He had no conntie^lion 
whatever' with feditious meetings himfelf. JEJe evcu'^difap-' 
^proved of many of tlieir proceedings, and fboilH 11^ be ftkry 

O o 2 . p> 
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to fee a ftop put to them if poffilJc. He neverthelefs .tonfidef- 
cd thefe meh;^s ftill moire dangerous who reprobated the con-* 
dufi of juriei, and endeavoured to bring them imo fufpicion. 
Every man, who valued the conftitution, rejoiced in the ac- 
qttittafof the perfohs diluded, to. + An attempt liad been diretflly 
made' to ftretch the law, and to iaife ofFences, which ainounted 
to mcriii mifdetocanourSjin'o tHe extreaic criminality of treafon, 
but happily it proved fruitlefs ; if the hand-bills fo frequently 
incrftioncd, really were circulated, they pugh't, in his opinion, 
td'have been pun,i£hed. . But as no ptofecution was iiillitutcd, 
he could not belief that they ever exifted, 

" Mr. Curwen {aid, the cafe to which the Honourable Gen- 
tleman referred was by no means in point. An ovLit-adf 
nilly under the obfervation of the hoiife miglu ,bc a reafon 
-for ^dteeding without iriViSiftigation, which would not ^u- 
thorife them to aft in fo loofe a manner, 'riu* /'ound of 
indtoriety was not fuflicient, becaiife no coimcctii n between 
"the meetings of any fpeiery, and the outiacc on h s A-jefty, 
was eftablifhed by it. With regard to the hand- bills, en- 
;^auraging king-killing, he fhouLd have conf u. red himlclf a 
^traitor, if he had met with fuch hand- bills, widuvut difeover- 
ing that they exifled ; however, it did not ap| t r*; , that on ihe 
^prefcntoccafion any difpofition to punifh the au'Jiors#of them 
had bech manifelled. The mlnifter had trdcavoured to 
brjmd every man who differed from hini tne foulcft im-, 
putationis, and tjic conveits whom the R ght Hon. Gcotle- 
,mart' had made to his party had followed his cx- 

;ainp]e$ but much as they prided thcmfclves on fuel) .an ac- 
quifttion of ftrength, it was the fevereft blow wl.ich the go- 
vernment could receive. All confidence in the virtue of pub- 
lic charafters was thereby deftroyed. When the world faw 
* |ho(c very charafters who had exerted themfelves mofl- ftre- 
liuouflyin oppofition to the miniftcr’s mcafnres, and who had 
, rcpjrobated him as the enemy of theconftitution, fo foon forget 
profeffioni’ and join in the fupport of every part of 
be juftly filled with indignation.— 
When mto Abandon their principles, arid defeend to all the 
mean and felfifliconduft which they forrtierly were the fir ft 
toCMdenin, was it wonderful that a cpntempt of the ^^o- 
verndient and a diflike to the conftitt^tttpn were excited? — 
jGfoaiiihg under ihe miferies which fuch a combination pro- 
;:^ccd, and the diftreiles which prefled conft^iWy upon them, 
Rpiidill an univerfal di^dence of public men^ was it mattter 
JOt^rifej it^^ the iveight of fuch evils, an attack was 

made 
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made, which exprcfled in a moft unfortunate, unbecoming 
manner, the genet al inclrgnation ? ’ 

“The country harrafled by calamity and the moft grinding 
diftrefs, experienced the bitter fruits of cdnjidence whicii 
had been fo liberally and fo unwifcly.repdfed Jii the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. The neceffity of having evidence before 
them, Mr. Curwen faid, was undeniable.- He would not 
truft the reprefentations of the Honourable Gcntlemap, as his 
condufl difpiaycd one uniform fccne of delufion and impofturc. 
In the fpeech from the throne, at the opening of the feflion, 
minifters extolled the peaceable and loyah^mpcr of the peo- 
ple, allerted that French principles had teen overthrown 
among other effects of the war 5 and afterwards they came 
forward to propofc laws, the ncceiSty of which they refted 
upon events that happened prior that period. 

If the decided oppofition which had been raifed againft the 
pernicious meafures of adminiftration, and the lofs of confi- 
dence that attended them without doors, fliould produce a 
change of minifters, he hoped thofe who had fo honourably : 
diftinguiflied thcmfclves by their bold and manly refiftance of 
the prefent unconftituti0n.1l Bills would adhere to the pro- 
feflions wdiich they now held. The reftoration of confidence 
in publick men was in his opinion, edential to the happineft 
of the country, difcontent had l)cen produced and chcriffied lyr 
the lofs of it. The conduit of the houfe in rcfufing enquiry 
where it ought to have taken place, and in their carclefs fu-. 
perintendance of the public money, as well as in their implicit 
acquiefcence in every miniftcrial meafurc, was little deferving 
rcfpeil; the people in the difference of their fituation did not* 
he believed, excrcifc fo much partiality in tfleir judgment. 
What then muft thev think of the corruption and prodigality 
of minifters, of the luins of publick money, "which- they had 
laviflied on their favourites, their creatures, and their depenr 
dents? tlpccially what muft they think of the unexampled 
penhon beftowed upon Mr. Burke, to whofe private virt]ap$^ 
he believed much regard was due? In the mode however, in - 
which the penfion had been beftowed, Mr. Burke’s chara,«Ber . 
had been degraded. Ha<f he really deferved it on na^n^ ^ 
and public grounds, it ftiould have come before parlJanJe^i 
Had it been fo brought forward, he would have oppofed it*! 
becaufe, even publick virtue, was not, always to receiyc pub-^ 
lick remuneratiorii Libenility of rewards rendered the purity 
of the motive fufpedled, and injured the general courfe of 
patriotifin. The confeioufnefs jOf having difcharged their 

f duty 
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duty was thq beft and nioft unequivocal reward of publicfc 
Cervices. ' 

Without further evidence, (which, if it ex'ileM, ?.n enquiry 
.iVould brinj^ forwatd,) the huiife Mr. Cuiwen faid, was 
, not warranted to proceed withjlhe Bill. 'I he prefent nicafurffi 
was too we^ for }j6iual inforreAfon, tov-^ firohg t\>r the trifl- 
ing flateof the country. \7i(h regard to the fadh Ifatcd by 
minifters, hematic no fcruplc to fay he utterly difbclieved them ; 
they were fo much in the habit of impofnig on the credulity 
of ihc people, ^repeated it, that iic luought the pretence 
of the outrage wa^^afTamecl to div*e. t the atieiiti..n of the pub- 
lick from the ruinous “and dell ruclive wai in which rninsnci^- 
Jiad involved us ; that the country if f. irly cf/iil . ^ uld 

decidedly decUris. its diTappfpbaiion, anu th n nii i;!\ is would 
not decline the enquiry* but froiu a coi.feiuuhiei" of iiu'.bility 
Co produce ar y evidence. 

The General laid, that agreeable ?o 1 is habits* he 

fhould have coniinucd hlcnt till he had hcanl th : arguments 
of Gentlemen on tUe.prcrent Bill, had he not I cen p Tticu- 
iarly adverted to in the courfe of the* debate. cugh he law 

the cxlftencc of the country jt flake, he flio ave c- ►Heeled 

'■ the whole of thw arguments againft the liilJ beh he re- 
.j>lied, had lic not found himfclf inniudiately^ aiiac i;t‘d 

One Honourable d, thal ho ought to 

tiaVe profit u led. 1’ » t.us h euld leply, that wiien it was 
proved beiore, that f tjous tie gns did ex ll — whv n the firfl: 
magiftrate of the cem y fuhmi ted to Hie iiouir, charges to 
that cxtrni, the acc d were cleared by veijichs of their 
country. On that o Tion b.c ihou iht .hu.. even the juries 
liad, done theirduty, and that ili ilonlV^ had actcii prbj criy in 
laying the charges as they d:d Hf' con I ho.vcven 

confider it i'*dr to nuke fuen zn attack on ti, uh^*» t))c 

S and jury,, after irruch dclioenition, had ft d ilu: cii 
id in tac iiidictTient ; and as he could coIIcl otlung t* 
ary from the learned bench that pfei I, it w. 

4hty to foillow up the prolccutioiK, Even had he cr.t rtain 
H'ditrercnt fentiment hirnfeif, it vi;ould ftirely he a miiu 

churacier of tb.c law,.of the Country c icui vviili 
hts«OWn peculiar but public duty to pbligc him lo as he 
was as fallible ind as ii ible to crroi odicr 
•^naenV but he declared before God and kp country, that 
h^ere was nothing which he flated to ^ry as Attorney 
he would not ftatc, were h€mt\ the bench. He 
Gentleman (Mr. JekytlVrafh* in his attack 
wasicupifcious of having done his dutyj ai4 

was 
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Was happy?' to fay, th^t a man with inctuflTy arid fouii! talents 
mighfriie to high iiteiatioj>s with out forfeitn'^ bis principles. 
Looking back a few years, he had ftrong incentives to in- 
duftry fof the f.ikc of /ii>, and children, flis induftry 

had not been uniiicecfd’ul ; Inch wpre'^he hMings of the 
EpitiH'. conlfitution, tl r.t a oiigm in office might ferve himfclf 
and the public at the f imc tirnfe. his hdORUf andjpnri- 

cipie iiitirc, he might, if it were necidTary, reti|fc/TOto-pru'aC}^^ 
WtJul'J ar v' man Ly it was his duty to lay the ■'Chirges for atty 
thing but ir{.‘r',f<»n, when any of the five judges who prefided 
did not co/ifider the crime charged in any other light, 

If the Honomvible (^entieman really thou^lt] him negligent 
in the peifonnance of his duty,* he hoped the Honourable 
< Jentieinan Wwuld make a operate motibft upon the fubja^; 
•'i'he Att' r:uy < General entered inj^’.^.detral oi the proC'Cedings ^ 
on thetjiais; Two perfoiis called fpies were, he 

faid, exiimin.J, who, from minutes taken by them, proved 
the conduct ot the focicties for two years ; and though thc' 
counfcl for the delehdants called. two or three perfons to invali- 
date dicir evidence, it remained imcontrovertc.d# This was 
ample })roof of the exilience of fedi ticn. 

An honourable Gentleman faid, that the parliament at 
Coj (i.i^cii-iioufe could not at the fame time cxift wuh the .. 
pat 1. ament at VVefimiiiiier witiiout danger to t!ie lattei: ; att’ 
obferVrtiion in which he concurred withoiit ,prgt‘ 

ling the nr ;iin!enc faithcr. it was true, the people' of this’' 
country, agreeable to the conftitution, might alfemble t© dif-< 
cufs political hibjeeis ; but how far they might, in the preffeot 
complexion ol' thing?*, abufe this pjiv;jcge, was a queftioii-' 
highly important, to tne Houfi to confider. Iipfpe£liug thofc* 
who in tl'.e couifu of the debate had, been repeatedly an :1 con- 
temptuoully termed fpies, "he hoped that Geiulemau would nbt 
again ulb as an argument, what had been more than jbrtte 
loofd) afibrud, namely^ that minilrers , had enqiloyed them fio « 
furniih ar^ument^ jor bringfng fuch a meafure into that houfc;, > 
Let Geir icincii colafid^r that the Britifli confiUution car?:ed*^’ ^ 
the liberty of the fubjcQ:^ fo high in its practice, that the^ 
mc.ins which might at.firA view appear to deliroy it, w,ou|dj>. ! 
peihiq)S, belt tend to iU ponfervacion. It iia-1 been 
ufage of our anccllors to^ivc a part for the falety 
wiuvlc. Such wcie the va]S0^’s fulpvnlions ofthe 
pus to be traced, in the ftaiute book, \vhichj,'j.^ugh ttfey : 
trefpaflcd on the Bilfcof Rights, were the caufes df p^ftTvUjte|i 
forages. If Gen^mcn took * the troubk '^o ■ 

done under fuch fufpenrKKis, they would fiod 
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o.f debating them in that Houfe^ which they at tfiis time fully 
wrfs in 'a' great nrtcafure owing to tbofe timely and 
.tcfmporary facrifices of freedom on the part of the people. 
ltwa$, iieverihelefs^ j^lo be obferved, that it had not befen 
tifual to extend film provifipns beyond the temporary ne- 
'ceflity. \ ‘ ^ • 0 '^ 

The foci^t^)^; had totally ch^iged their fyftem ; laft year 
they Would not petition ; now they do petition : 

he wotfld not^fi^how far they might be fmcerc in this. He 
wifhed to call the attention of Gentlemen to the libels circu- 
lated at the p|i{j^f|igs of thefe focietics : he had in his pol- 
Ceilion, apd in J^f^hands, libels^ printed Wy Citizen Lee, that 
went to the fame extenf. 

‘ j Tfee,firft was entitled “ A Summary of Citlzc-nfhip/’ ^ 

,^bts'fammary he read, of tng- 

/land to confift of various fuch as prief^?, foldiers, and 

'JUwyers ; priefts it ftated to.'be the preachers and fupporters^ 
of tytanny and monarchy ; and delated the monarch winked 
* at clfrical peculation. T'hat'thlfe books of^dofes and Chrift 
aflerted, were never written Ijy the authors whofe name 
;'tliey bore^ but ^ fabricated by the propagators and fup- 
. -porters of defpotifm. This work, the Attorney General faid, 
was to bp printed exprefsly for the edification and inftriictioii 
^fociety. The other was called, A Summary of the 
‘^ JUghtS 'Of Kings and printed by Citizen Lee, at the 
Tree of Liberty. 


Itfet forth in general, that the cuifc of God to man was 
kingly governnrient, that the lower orders v/crc facrificed to 
^ z^OArchy, and that the* poor, lucklefs inhabitants of the coun- 
i try were half ftarved and cniaciated — fee England 1 The ex- 
preiiipns of it agamft the King, were fo grofs, fo bafe, and 
' fCftOd^us, that decency forbad his mentioning them. Every 
bpdy knew that there were people now who lived by libtls: 
become a trade. People went into a fhop, not to find 
'buy a;fingle libel, but into a (hop full of nothing but 
It was pot unufual alfo, in difteccntiiarts ot the town, 
tc^fre the wares of ufeful trades expofed to fete on one fide of 
"jt^ aind libels on the other. ' 

their numbers, that it was his fincere and con- 
opinion, they could not bc propetly dealt with, or 
checked, if*fi>me law ^mWre not made, cxprelsly, 
tfifirjfpgrcft. They appeared to be multiplied for 
'|:tt*;||irprfefr'rhndciing pr(>iecution more4rfficuli, and thus 
The Bills would not he have come into 
did not conceive them to bejufiified by the^ 

notoriety 
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fiotoriety of fuch infamous proceedings. The Houfe would 
recollciSt, that in the years 91 and 92, the objedt of the focieties 
was clearly and dillinctly univcrfal fuffrage/ which was 
equivalent to no King. They addrelTed^the Jacobin focieties 
Ig:' France to that eftedf ; and received ^or anfwer, that they 
*he Rovolutionifts of France) hoped that Exijgland would 
fopn have a National Convention ; and they would be ftiortly 
tranfmitting to the foldiers of England, weapons and pikes, 
and bonnets of liberty. 

Lct the language and condudl of the meetings at Sheffield, 
Wakefield, and Chalk Farm be duly weighed* " ; They did not 
f.iy they would petition parliament; but. called their legifla-- 
tors their plunderers, thcir-cncmics and oppreiTors ; meaning, 
no doubt, the three branches of tbe tegiflature. If Gentlemen 
confidered thofe circumftanccs, they/ would at leaft fee there 
was rcafoii enough to deliberate, whether fuch a law were 
neceffary. If the focieties ^qd meetings were fufFered to pro*- 
cecd, the bufinefs of the country would not go on. The li- 
bels and doffrines circulated at St. George’s-fields, at Chalk 
Farm, at the Git*be Favern, and Copenhage.i-houfe, were 
fjfficicnt to inflame and irritate the minds of the people from 
properly eftimating the bleffiiigs they enjoy under a free go- 
vernment. He further wilhed to imprefs it oji the minds of 
Crcmlemcn, that the rewards of fuch innovators were the wages 
of induflry and labour, given by the lower orders to their cor-^ 
rupters and <lccc;vcrs. 

Surely then it could not be denied that there was fuf- 
fxient ground for the Bill. For his own part, he fcrupled 
not to declare that it required difeuffion and deliberation ; and 
however irkfome it was to a lover of the conftitution to feel 
his liberty in the fmalleft degree abridged, xvery wife man 
would admit, that when every thing dear to him was in danger 
of dclhuiSHoii From the daring hcrd/>f rafh innovators, and 
the alarming and licentious doctrines of the dealers in fedition, 
that, valuable as Britifli fieedom was, it was well worth 
their confent that a part fhould be facrificed for a time for 
the fafety of the whole. The provlfions of the Bill wera 
fuci>9^that the peace of no -family would be dilturbed, 

W'ouid a conftitutional club or aflembly be iiiterrupted^ ^ ^ 

Mr. y. Hawkins Browne^ rejoiced tfiat publtck fp&ijE';^as 
not loif, and that publick virrue was ftill alive in thecou^ry., , 
When it w^as confid^i^d how many exalted and moft; refpe£l* 
able charatffers filled the publick offices of fijtfce, no man. 
Obuld doubt the faA, or difpute their integrity. , 
were at all times to be guarded againfi, but moft of al} iii r 
yjoi. J. 1^95. P p el,. 
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of tumult* It was the duty of the houfe to (lire£t their atten*' 
tion equally to the care of the monarch, and prefervation jof 
. publick liberty. I’he exifting laws were obvionlly infuf- 
ficient to the prefervation of the country from treafon and 
feditioh in the new ffiapes they have aillimcd of late. « TiA 
cohdufl: of hismajerty’s miniftejs had he obfeived, been ii* 
veftigatedj, .^and.thc rcfult was, that an increafe of confidci^ce 
fvas given to tlfem. The majoiity of that liouic could he 
was perfuaded, have no motive for fupporting the minlftcr, if 
they did not think own and the common intereft. 

JThe houfe upiSdebtedly Ought to be extremely cautious, in 

S iffinglawSTO reftfain liberty; they fhould neither be too 
rong nor too we^k, but,the neceflity of the time fliould be 
|>articularly kept in view, while they were under confidera- 
tion. The notoriety of the prevalence of IcJuion was, he 
conceived, fufficierit toTubftantiato the charge. V^ious 
\Ppiiiions of the extent of the guilt, he was aware had pre- 
vailed; but all men were to ascertain extent agreed in .its 
Tpxiftence. Gentlemen be reminded them, were refponfible 
to themfeives atxd their pofferity for their endeavours, to pre- 
vent and fupprefs it. The clubs and meetings in queftion 
evidently wiihed to excite tumult and revolution in, the coun- 
try on two grounds of grievance, the weight of taxes, and the 
high price ot bread. They fdlow'cd the example of France, 
and were anxious to introduce French principles, to the fub- 
Tcrfion of order, law, and religion. 

The civil wars of France were, Mr. Erowne obferved, 
more bloody than thofe of this country: but even in this 
country great blOodilicd and calamity had been the confe- 
quence of fuch evils^ The notoriety of the wifli in certain 
bod«^ of men to excite commotion, was in iifelf fufticient to 
j;jftify minifters in bringing in the Bill; but the cafe was 
made ftronger, when ge^ulemen confidered the report of the 
^ed; committee, of which he had been a member, for invefti- 
gating the papers of the Correiponding Society. 'I'hc fat^ls 
that then appeared were never corn radidted : and he would 
venture to fay, that whoever read that report, and the pro-* 


of the trials for high treafon, could have no daubt 
butihc.perfons were guilty of great mifdemeanors, though 
;|Kir)3bps they ought not, as the event of the trials ap- 
evinced, to have b;'cn profecuted for high treafon. 
begged gentlemen, to coniider what was pacing on the 
ffie«tre.Of Europe. They had feen an extenfive, popu^ 
naturally fertile and produdlive c&untry, the moii 
j8P||^ili|dog fey^ years ago, reduced in that flioit period, to a 

ibie 
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ftate of the loweft degradation; let any man Compare French 
defpotifm with the anarchy that prevails at prefenr^ and that is 
lively to prevail, could he deny but that the former condition 
was much preferable to the prefent republican liberty ? This 
defolation, he laid, it was iidtorious, had taken place in coh- 
fcqucncG of clubs and focieties, and it behoyed this country 
to guard againlf fimilar mifehief^ refukihg frorn ^ fimilat 
cai^fe. 'I'he queftion before the honfe w^ts^ ^hfether they 
would go Into a committee to fubftanriate a change which was 
notorious ? To this motion he did not hentate to give his 
negative. 

Adr. Fox faid, he meant to confine himfetf to the motion' 
before the hoiifc, and to avoid going at all into the provifions 
of the Kill ; it would, howVver,* be neceflary for him to take 
fome notice of what had talTea from the learned gentleman 
oppofitc on the firll point, which''was of a peifonal nature 
between the learned gentleman and himfelf. He had not been 
one of ihofe who had maintained that the Attorney General 
ought to liaii'e profccuted the* gentlemen tried laft jear for a 
mifJv'mcaiiour inftcad of high treafon. He coniidered hint 
to have been fully juftified in the manner in which he had 
procfcdcd, and. indeed, after the declarations of both houfesof 
parliament tiiat thofe perfons had been guilty of high treafon^ 
it became thedaty of the Honourable and learned Gentleman' 
to profccuce them for that crime. If the learned Gentle- 
itiaa’s own o[)iiiion had carried h^na the length of thinking 
them guilty ofiiiigh treafon, he ought <0 have profecuted then)' 
in that manner rather than for an inferrot crime, from a 
prefumption that a verdiifi -might have bcen^^more eafily ob- 
tained againft them on that point; fo far he had fully explained; 
himfeU: there was one trial, however, Mh Fox fa.d, that 
of Mr. Walker, which he held in the greateft horror and 
deteffation ; a profecution that he muft ilill fay there ought to' 
be fome enquiry into*; while they w^ere reviewing the paft 
condudl of minifters with regard to ftate profecutions, if fueb 
glaring injuftice was not examined into, that circumftahe'e 
would tend greatly to increafe the difeontents that exift in the 
country concerning thofe 'proceedings. There were Hkewife’ 
though of an inferior nature, that in his mind, 
for enquiry. One Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pbiii^s|- ill 
the ftile of perfonal invedtivc, which generaHy fdvmS thef'oeft 
part of his oratory, bad laboured, as upon forimer occaiibna,' 
to prove, that tHough Theli^all and Hardy were acquitted of 
^treafon, there was enough of proof to conv^ of fo?: 
ditioi)^ an mfercncc which nb candid or fenfible 

?p5t ,9ytf 
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eVcr allow to follow from their having been acquitted, Th<i 
learned gentleman had next revived an oM fubjidt of difpute 
between them, which was, that he (Mr. Fox) had hdd 
that thq verdidt of thofe juries had difproved both that there 
was any fuch treafons or confpiracy in exigence, and if there 
was, that thofe perforis were not guilty of them. Mr. t ox 
faid, he ftill muft maintain, after the nioft niature confidera- 
tion of thc'ttjibjedi, that if the juries were right in their ver- 
didf, no fuch traiterous confpiracy cxifted jis that which had 
been held out as the great ground of alarm. Upon the whole 
of this part of the fubject he thought the Attorney General 
was right in pYcfecuting for the hrghcr crime, if he thought 
they had been guilty of it, rather than prefuming that though 
they were not guilty Tof treafon they ccrtahdy were guilty of 
the inferior crime ; and he rniift repeat that the t vent of thofe 
trials difproved the allcdged confpiracies. Jii nrany criminal 
•Cafes, which depend on the nicety of legal evicJeiice, much 
difficulty may arife, but in thoie cafes there had been none, 
nothing fccret or hidden ; all "the tranfacStitms weie open and 
avowed, and in polTeffion of the court. With regard to what 
he had faid formerly about not putting the defendants upon 
their defence after hearing the evidence for the crown, and the 
declaration of the learned gentleman that their counfel were 
not of that opinion, he obferved, ift, that he fully believed the 
jury, who were men a^ rcfpe£tablc in their chara£ters and 
conduit, a«i ihofe whofe ambition led them into higher fitu- 
ucions of life j and adlyj the judges likewife were fatisfied of 
the total want of evidence upon thofe trials. With refpeit to 
the two Honourable Gentlemen who managed the defence?, 
one of whom was his intimate friend, and for the other he 
entertained the higheO: refped):, it was their duty and their 
pride to exert their beft endeavours in every way that would 
be ferviceable to their cliejits. rBut what had all thefc things 
to do with the Bills now biought forward ? Bills of a very 
jdrpng nature had been brought forward in 1791 and 1792, 
and they had fiifpended the Habeas C rpus Act on what lie 
c^nfidered as flight grounds, renewed tlie fufpenfion on r.o 
ifrohger grounds, and at laft allowed it to cNpire ; on the 
of the feffion alfo, minifters came down and'^fiut 
words into the' King’s Speech, declaring ihcir happinefs in 
being able to ftate, ^at one good eft'eft of the mcalurcs they 
bad purfued wks, that the country was now perfectly quiet 
baying ho dread from the dangers with which 
ifliTO Becii thrm Was it then the proceedings of % 

in St. Gcorgc’.> Fields or at Copcqhdgcn-houfc that 

thefe 
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thefe Bills were founded upon ? If fo, it muft be remembered 
that both happened prior to the meeting of parliament j and 
that this was pretended, or that they had then any fiich idea, 
was fo flimCy an allertion, that , he defitd even the moft ig- 
norant credulity to bclicveitfor a moment. The ne>^t pof- 
fible ground ot the Bills was the attack upon his*Majofty’$ 
perfon, in his pafliigc to Parliament, an outrage that every 
man 'muft hold in the greateft degree of abhorrence. But 
was this fimply the ground for bringing in tbofc Bills ? Cer- 
tainly not. Minifters find it necefi'ary to couple and comiecS? 
this atrocious’ deed with the meeting at C;Openhageii«houfe* 
Notwithltandlng all that had happened in Scotland — nolwith- 
ftandiugthe rcfult of the trials of Hardy, &c.'— and notwith- 
ftanding the inefficiency of all the profecutions, yet tlv^y' 
thoughf tiic time was conic when they might fafely allow the 
Habeas Corpus Ati to expire, and not to bring in any new 
Bills. Now, however, they pretend to fee better, and tell 
us it is not upon any of the grounds on which they introduced 
former Bills, that they bring in this, it is upon, the butrage 
committed on the 29th of October, aiid the conne£tion be- 
tween that horrid aCl and the recently previous meeting of the 
Correfponding Society. This connection and coincidence ia 
point of time and circumltances was ftroiigly aflbrted, but 
let gentlemen look to the truth of it; no proof of fiich con- 
wedtion was offered, it was fupp6fed to reft merely upon the 
notoriety of the fadl mentioned by minifters. A very curious 
fpecies of evidence, though followed by proof ftill worfe ; he 
meant that detachment of evidence lent from the Lords.. 
Upon the firft day of the feffion they votedKin.addrcfs more of 
adulation than any thing clfc, and then came a proclamation, 
ftaiing crimes, and offering rewards ; was the Hoiife of Com- 
mons to be fo far degraded as to be obliged to a£t upon this 
proelamacion, upon the mere ipje dixit of the minifter, with- 
out hai ing proof of any one fa£t ftated in it eftabiiflied by 
any fort of evidence whatever ? Good God, faid A 4 r. Fo;c, 
is the Houfe of Commons to be placed in this ftate of con- 
tempt, for I avow, that no tranfaClion of the worft of thofe 
fo/zictics, or the enemies of the conftitution, can bring fuch 
ediifiempt upon this houfe as the prefent meafure, whic^ call* 
updn yuu without a (hadow of evidence or proof,^ but tnereljf 
on his Majcfty’:> proclamation and the minifter’s aflertion to 
take words ior fails, and to iprocecd to pafs laws which 
abridge, if not. totally deftroy Britifti Liberty. Libels of 4 
Uioil audacious nature had been nientioned> and -fome of 

them 
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them read, but there was no proof of their having been either 
written or publifted by the meeting at Copenhagen -houfe, 
nor could he believe they were fo from the extren)c diifidcnce 
and difluift in which he regarded any aflcrtions thrt came from 
ihc quarter which ihole did. Let the fioufe enquire into the 
fact before they proceed Upon it, and why, iaid Mr. Kox^ 
did not niiniftcrs bring their fpics to the bar of the houle, to 
give fome fupport to ti.eir ftoiies ; fpics were, he obfei ved, of 
didcrent charadlers^ for inftance, if a man fees a confpiracy 
goinj^on and gives infoimatioii of it, his conducl is meri- 
torious, ‘ ai'id he wpuld be highly criminal, were he to conceal 
it. If he was to get into the confidence of the conlpiraiur?, 
in-order to afyertaiii whether it did ex i ft, his conducl iwould 
bc' more doubtful ; but if he a6ls like liie fpies they h id been 
iccuftomed to fedTof late> whoHnlinuatcd tlicmfclves firll 
confidence, then fpurred on their afibciates to the mgiLj^S 
lent and daring coiifpiraciesy. language does not furnij(]^jPniS 
* to exprefe^thc moral deieftation in which good men m^frhold 
. therrt T their evidence may bc admifliide, but who would 
ieceive it, unlefs W'ith the greateft iclutilance and caution. 
Ir was to this defeription ofipies his Honourable Friend had 
iilluded ; but the Attorney General had faid their evidence 
anight be fuppofed good, becaufc no perfon had come forward 
to contradi<!:l them; the opinion of moft men on that point, 
would, however, rather be*that they certainly were guilty, 
though not convided of perjury. [ I'he Attorney General 
explained that a Bill of indictment for perjury had been pre- 
fented againft one of tl*e w^itnefles upon the trials at the Old 
Bailey, but the grand jury had thrown it out. 

Mr. Fox fatd it was no proof to him of the innocence of 
the man, that the Bill had been thrown out. A fad might 
of winch legal proof could not be adduced. Having 
made this oblervation, Mr. Fox recurred to JMr. Walker’s 
,trial, and reminded the houfe of the horrid perjury of two 
wknefles, who had fince been convided and puhiflicJ, Dun 
and another, and yet by the propofed evidence of that man, 
Mr. Paul was detained many months, and would h*.ve been 
friedy but luckily, thank (jod, two witneffei were nccciiluy, 
jynd tl^cre was not another Dun to bc found in the kingdCSn. 
After this gentleman’s life, charader, ?nd every thing that 
Was dear to him had been at Ihike upon iUch grofs nnd in- 
Jbmous evidence, he begged t^^know what reparation had beeit 
piade to him, as theu: coiild be no doubt that government was 
iafwerable for the gn Hi attending (uch traiiiaiticns ? 'i'hc 

learned 
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learned gentleman had declared that thefe w^re peculiar tim^ 
and men might adl together from difterenc caufes; and then 
he aflted if all who are the minifter’s friends and fupport bis 
nicafures, were to be included in the general charge df 
confpiring againft the conftitutipn, brought by the gen- ,, 
tlcman in oppoGtion againft them ? He would afk the 
Honourable Gentleman in return, if he believed all the 
members of the Correfponding Society held the oplnionSf 
and proceeded to the adts with which he had charged 
iomc "individual members of that Society? Among them^ ' 
and even in the Cawhet, there were Come good men and 
lome degree of virtue, but when their dfefigns are feen to rife 
by degrees to the moft flagitious a£is of oppreflion, who was . 
there that would not wi(h to fee peaceable rcfiftancc given to 
fuch daring ftridcs of arbitrary power ? The learned gentle- 
man had prefaced his fpeech with different views of the nature 
of the Britifh conftitution, in fome of which he agreed witk 
him, in others he thought his own opinions more applicable. 
He agreed with the learned gentleman that the conftitution 
was better adapted for the enjoyment of prarftical .liberty than 
that of any other country, but he rather thought that had 
been the cafe formerly more than it was at prefent ; it would 
be invidious to ftate any precife epoch when the alteration 
began to be moft manifeft, yet without meaning any thing, 
cither pcrfonal or difrefpec^tful to the king, he nuifl ftate tlu.t 
iroiii the time of the revolution till his Majefty's accellion to 
the throne, pra<Elical liberty had been greater than it had 
been fince, and that the fyftem which had been aded upon 
in this reign was morehoftile to liberty than during the period 
to which he had alluded. He declared he could difeover 
nothing in the prefent ftate of the country that could jufiiiy 
this new infringement oft the liberties of the fuJbject intended 
by the Bill. Sb far from it, the power and influence of the 
crown were obvioglly fo enormous, that all the liberty thar 
fubfiftcd in the country was preferved only by the fi e' dom of 
fpeech and the liberty of the prefs ; if either of ihc;e were 
given up, or in any degree taken away, the only barrier ihajf 
W^Jkhave againft the annihilation of liberty will be completely 
deftroyed. The learned gentleman had ft.^ted, rhat tiie 'clai^fe 
reipe<^ting private families was given up, but ihis boon Was of 
z piece with the condudb of minifters in all the dreadfuj 
things they had brought upon the public, I hey always, 
threatened the worft, that they rnii^ht 'makCk ilie bad ihey^ 
really intended to go down more palatable. With refpcil to 

i . ti»c 
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the traiterows correfpondcnce claiifc, although altered from tlic 
oppofition it met with from him and others, he could not 
agree to it, lb long as it tciidcd to make innocent clubs and 
meetings, which form a confolation to many of tl||p indultiious 
poor and middling clafs people, liable to the penalties of 
the Bill. Thcfe Bills had, he obferved, been called a tem- 
porary mcafure 5 in one of them the blank was not yet filled 
tip, arfd the other was to continue during the King’s life; 
this he could not confider as temporary, nor that it ought to 
be fo, for if itrcullv was necefl'ary at prefent, it mull always 
continue. 

The queftion then fhortly came to be, that they arc ( ailed 
upon by nnnilters to pais this law upon tlicir aiicrrion, that a 
connection exifts between the attack on his Majdly aiid the 
fbcieties, without any evidence or proof of the fiicl. Jirraiilc 
this Citizen Lee piinlcd thofe bills, they arc to conclude, 
without any proof, that the Correfponding Socicf)' is con- 
Bedled with him. I'hcy arc in their ufual way to fly fiom 
all enquiry, and trufting to the fmallncls of the minority, to 
carry through their defperate mcafurcs with a high hand. In 
the part hb took it was* as the advocate of human nature, and 
when' he fitw attempts to opprefs the country, to lend his aid 
in fruftrating then). He bade them recollect xVhat was faul 
of the Ameiican Wc^r, that v:c had firfi driven them to mad- 
uels, and then qu:ii relied with them about the phrenfy which 
their difeafe occafioned, When the people reflected on the 
ruin in which they had plunged us, on a coniiivii*g Houfe of 
Commons, on the misfortunes and mlfcarriages that had 
happened, on the lofs of lives and the wafte of treafure, how 
could they but be galled with the preflure of the calamities 
which this war has Wought upon them ? I'hcfe things con- 
fidered, it was impoflible for thetn Rot to fulpccl the condudt 
of that houfe. T his was the only war during which no en- 
quiry had taken place. Was it he would all:, bccauTc our 
fucceffes bad been fo brijliant, fo eminently conlpicuoits ? 
When compared to the wars’ of Lord Chathapi and the Duko 
of .Marlborough, had it been fo fclf-cvidently ccconomical, 
wife and prof^pvious from its origin, or in its mcunigc,p' /,t, 
that lib inquiry was needrary, and that it merited the lulleft 
confidence of parliament? 'i'hat parliament was too full of 
•Confidence was more he 'faid, to be lamented than wondered 
Mr, Fox adverted to the proceedings of VVeftminfter 
morning, and dwelt on the peaceable and orderly condudt 
people, whoafibmbled in immenfe numbers, more than 
I thirty 
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thirty thoufand ; all fecmingly deeply affecled by their fifua-^ 
tion, fliewed no inclination to riot or tumult. Upon this 
fubjeiSl: he appealed to many gentlemen on all (ides, who mud 
agree in the truth of his alTertion. With regard to the Bill, 
he believed, when pafTed, it would be mere wade paper i if 
put in force, its effecSls would be horrid ; they might flop, by 
laws, the complaints of the people, but they could never pre-* 
vent the feelings of their hearts: the more that publick 
meetings were (upprelTed, the greater and llronger would be 
private complaints, which might at laft burft forth like 
thunder, and the people, defpairing of all other redrefs, might 
fajke up atms^ and demand it. But, after what they feel already, 
what will they think when they are told the pretext for ’the 
Bill, and that the majority agreed to it without either proof of 
fadls er the inflitution of an enquiry? He replied to what had 
been faid of a gun-powder plot, and contended, that every 
thing known at prefent was equally known for the laft 
oighceen months, and yet they could not ftop even for a few 
to confidcr of this Bill, the danger is fo prelBng and irn« 
mediate. 

Mr. Fox concluded by fomc alIullonS‘per(bnar fo himfelf, 
the opinions he had held from the beginning of the war, and 
the change that had taken place in the public mind on that 
fubjc6l. If he had attempted to addrefs fo immenfe a number 
of people, in the year 1792, as he had met that morning, the 
queftion he faid, would not have been whether he ftiould be 
allowed to fpeak, but whether he ftiould be fuffered to exift. 
The heat and difconient that pervades the great maft of the 
people he aferibed to the conduct of minifters and their 
meafures, the cruel and unjuft profecutions, and the mock 
trials in Scotland. All thefe, and the whole fyftetn of admU 
niftration linked together, had made government odious, and 
altered the publick opinion- He advifed them To give up the 
i'yftem of terror 5 to trace back their Heps 

Itcrare curfus 
. n rclidlas. 

to foliow the opinion of an Honourable Gentleman, often 
^uqjed, (Mr. Burke), who had faid, “ try all meW^ of 
jjentleiicfs i terror can always be applied to, but ne^er 
without danger,, becaufe if it fails in one iiiftance, it produces 
contempt ever after. Mr. Fox faid, he would vorf with his 
Honourable Friend. 

The Chancellor of the Excheqjter began his re^y, with 
faying, that contidering the latenefs of the hbuf, ‘and the 
ample difcufCon thefe Bills would wve hereafter, he Oiould not 

tou I. 1795. intrude 
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intrude -at any great length upon the time of the houfr, more 
efpecially as’the greater part (k the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man’s fpeech had been employed on topics totally foreign to 
the fubjeft then in difcuffion. - The Right Honourable Gentle- 
m^n had exprefled himfelf under fome obligations to admi- 
niftration, for reftoring him to a portion of the popularity 
which he had loft, and had founded his claim to that popularity 
upon having addrefled a meeting that day of thirty thoufand 
perfons, with applauic. 

With rcfpedf to the number of peifons prefent at the meet- 
ing, he could riot undertake to fpeak corrct^Hy, not having any 
upon which to form an opinion. But he fhoiild ad vile 
the Right Hon. Gentleman net to be too fangulne in his calcu- 
lation of their numbers, before he knew for how many of his 
auditqrs he was indebted to a reinforcement from Copenhagen 
Houfe, becaufe it was notorious that the perfons who af- 
fembled at that place exprefied their determination of joining 
the .aficmbly of the Ele£lors of Weftminfter; he would 
advife him to paufe lor a-fliort fpacc of time, until he knew 
with certainty how many of that thirty thoufandjivere eleftors 
and houfcholders in Weftininfter : he would recommend him 
ajfo ftill to paufe a little longer, until he knew in what light 
that meeting was confidered by the people at large. All tht-rc 
were confiderations which that Right Honourable Cientlcman 
fhould.reflccl upon, before he boafted either of the number or 
the quality of the perfons aflcmbled that day in Palace-yard. 

The Ri-ght Honourable Gentleman had, in his ufual ftyle 
cf argument, contended that the Houfe of Commons were 
too confiding j that there were no inquiries ; it was true, that 
the houfe had decRhed inquiring upon mere foggeftion, w'hen 
' there was* no ground, upon which a charge either of neglect 
f^r wilfiil error could be founded ; but it was urged as an ac- 
cufation againft the houfe, that they had placed an implicit 
confidence in minilters, becaufe there had been no inquiries ; 
arid tvhat was the ground of the charge? Not that any 
projjable accufation had been ftated, not that any real ground 
of ifiquity had been advanced-— but, becaufetherc had been 
irt^ries in former w'ars. 

' ^is was a ground upon W'hich he was fure the ■‘"noufe 
would n^^interpofe to interrupt the opcratiotfis of govern- 
ment, more efpecially in a ftruggle like the prefent, when 
,-thcy had to contend againft a body of men, whofe foie motive 
aftion almoft feemed to bp the hope of deftroying every 
»^ing that Was rcfpeAable and valuable in fociety, (a loud and 
i^l^eratcd cry of htar ! hear / on both fidcs of the houfe, 

' which 
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Vrhich the Speaker endeavoured to put a flop to, by calling 
both fides to order. 

General Tar let (tn^ and interrupted the Chan- 

icellor of the Exchequer, complaining at the fame time of 
partiality in the chair. He faid, that the prefent was a very 
lively debate ; but as it was upon fubjefls of fo mudi impor<« 
tance to the liberties of the people, he felt himfcif bound to 
ftate, that the Speaker had repeatedly called gentlemen on 
his fide of the houfe to order, wi^le there was a great, if not 
greater, uproar on the other fide. [Here fcveral members dc- 
fired that his words might be taken down.] 

The Speaker dated, that the ufual mode of proceeding, in 
fimilar cafes, was for the member, whofe words were defired 
to be taken down, to be allowed an opportunity of explaining, 
or re-dating them: if he did not, then any other member 
might date, upon his memory, what the words were, [Here 
there was a general call upon General Tarleton to rile, but 
without efledt.] 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then faid, he felt it a duty 
he owed to the houfe, and to the dignity of the chair, to 
date, upon the bed of his recolledtion, what the words wer^; 
he dated them to be — “ Sir, I complain of partiality in the 
chair : I have obferved the Speaker repeatedly call g^ntlem^wi ^ 
to order on this fide of the houfe, when the uproar has been 
greater on the other fide of the houfe,” Thefc words were 
take! I down. 

Mr. Sheridan differed from the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer in his rccoliedtion of the words. 

The Speaker implored General Tarletpn^ to ftate the words 
to the houfe. - ' 

After a few words from Mr. yekyllyiAuJC^rp^en^ Mr. 
and the Chancellor of the Exchtquery in which the uniform 
candour and impartiality of the Speaker was mod clearly ac- 
knowledged: 

General Tarleton find, that he would not rely upon hisAJfjRit 
opinion againd that of the majority of the houfe. If, ^thete- 
fore, in the heat <5f the debate, he had dropt any exprelSoo in- , 
confident with the refpefl due to the chair, he was lorry few ft;. 

Qhcincellor of the Exchequer faid, that from the 
ledge he had of the difpofi lion of the honourable 
who filled thc'ithair, he truded he would feel himfelf fat^fiet^; 
the Honourable General having cxprelled his forrow for what 
he had faid, in that cafe he hoped no trace of this aftkir would 
remain upon the journals. 
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The Speaker declared himfelf perfcftly fatisfied, and af- 
fured the boufc, that he had no wifli tofill that chair a moment 
longer than he enjoyed their confidence and good opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then refumed his fpeecb: 
he faid, that having already difpofed oF what he confidered as 
the preliminary obftrvations of the honourable gentleman, he 
fhouldnot have much more to trouble the Hbufe with, becaufe 
it was not his intention to anticipate thedifeuffion upon the 
Bills. But late as it was, ||be houfe would excufe him, if he 
trefpafled a little longer upon their patience, in reply to fome 
obfervations of the Right Honourable Gentleman. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman had Hated, that the 
minifters bad called upon parliament to pais th fe Bills, with- 
out laying before them any ground upon which they could be 
convinced of the neceflity of them. He had ftated before, 
that he would not anticipate the difcufliofi upon thefe Bills; 
but when they did come forward, he would venture to aflert, 
that he would lay fuch grounds before the houfe as (hould 
fatisfy their minds upon the fubjefl. It was not, he acknow- 
ledged, his intention to bring ftri£f legal proof, fuch as would 
be necoflary to convift a man of a capital offence, he would 
jicverthelcfs prove it by fair reafoning, and from a general 
view of the ftate of affairs, but then the honourable gentleman 
afles, ‘‘ why, if this danger exifts, and has exifted for fome 
time, why did you fuffei the Habeas Corpus A£t to revive i 
did you not continue its fufpenfion?’^ 

’Whether minifters had done right or not, in not propofing 
to continue the fufpetifion, he would not undertake to fay j he 
could however' ftafe fome ground to juftify their conduft. 
Whatever the*^0[^!pn of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
might be of the teials for high treafon, and the evidence pro- 
duced uppn’that Qccafion, he was fiire they had a ftrong effetft: 
upon the public. When that immenfe mafs of matter was 
iat|I open, and .the real defigns of thefe focietirs developed, it 
to open the eyes of the unwary, to check the incau- 
tfous, and Co deter the timid. This, when confidered, and 
alfo the wretched fituation to which France was reduced, fo 
•wretched, that even the French themfelvfes complained of the 
tyranny under which they laboured; when thefe po;nt^ tC^cre 
confidered, he contended, there was fair ground for minifters 
to fuppofe, that the delufion would ceafe; ib' was therefore 
prudent to t^ the efteiH; of a lenient meafure; and what was 
Ibe effedl? From the moment the fiifpenfion of the Habeas 
Corpus A£i was taken oiF, pH the plans of thefe focieties re- 

.vived^ 
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vived, and continued in a progref&vc ftate till the mcctli'^ of 
parliament. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman called for fome proof 
to fhew the conne£lion of the meeting at Copenhagen houfe^i 
and the attack upon his Majefty. Fie had ftated before that 
he could not prove this by ftrift legal evidence, but it Was 
almoft impofiaMb to reafon fairly, and not to come to two 
conclufions upon the fubjefl. What was the moment iti 
which it was deemed proper to commit this outrage upon his 
majefty? One would have thought that the king’s paternal 
fondnefs for his people, and his many virtues, would have 
rendered him fecure at any time, but more efpeclally when 
coming down to his parliament, when in the difeharge of one 
of the moil venerable and ufcful of his duties ; when going to 
put ihofe aflemblies in motion, from which all legal redrefs 
for grievances muft ipring ; on which the repeal of bad and 
the formation and maintenance of good laws muft depend; 
this was the moment chofen for an attack; upon one of the 
branches of the government, this was the moment fixed on 
for an infult upon the collective majefty of the conftitution* 
Could it be fuppofed that th*s daring outrage' was committed 
without hope of fupport from fome party or other? Certainly 
not — with refpeCt to the alliance fuppofed to be formed between 
the Right Honourable Gentleman and his friends with the 
London Correfponding Society, he wiflied to caution that 
gentleman and his friends, that that fociety was ftill perfifting 
ill its original plan for the deftruClion of the conllLtution ; and 
the Honourable Gentleman would, without his'eonfent^ be 
ufed as a means for the attaining that end, whether it was in 
p^blick meetings, for the redrefs of grievances, in charges of 
exfravagance in the expenditure of publtck m^ney, in accufa^ 
tions igainft minifters for a fcarcity, which was the of 
unfortunate feafons, or whatever way they -adopted, ftill the 
object was the fame, the fubverfion of the conftitution; 
upon thefe grounds, he trufted the houfe would rejib4it;the 
motion. 

Sir IVHUam ATiher fpoke in praife of the conduit pf the 
fpcaker and applauded his impartiality on all occafions. Sir 
“^Vjlliam faid, he difapproved enterely of the Bill before the 
houftx He thought that the public Ihould never bC impeded 
in their wifhes to meet to difoufs public affairs. ^ The man- 
ner in which the Weftminfter meeting was conducted that 
day, he thought, did them credit. He profefled^himfelf forry 
to hear that there were foldiers fo near the place of fo peace- 
able and fo proper an allemblytof perfons. Report faid, that 

• * foldiers 
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fbldiers would be brought near to the place if any fuch meet- 
ing Ihould be held "in "Yorkihirc. "To bring VoVhcis nt‘<x\ ^ 
place where there was to be a meeting for political purpofes, 
was* in his opinion, a pra<!:tice of a very defp^'tic nature ; it 
tended to ovi.rawc the aflembly, and to prevent their fpeaking 
their minds with freedom. He did not, for his own part, fee 
,any connccStion between the proceedings Copenhagen- 
houfe ai d the attack that was mad/ on his Stajefty » an at- 
tack which he deteAed as much as any man ih the kingdom. 
,He exprefied great roiiicmpf for tiie idea that a public de- 
bating iociety could engender treafon; he dclired to know 
what fort of treafon that was which a man irnglit go to hear 
bn paying fixpence. If there was treafon to be fearctl it mult 
^e where the proceedings of the confpirators were private. 
The punifbment of all thofe who committed execi's in coii- 
fequence of political opinions, appeared to him to be fuAicicnt 
ds it flood. 

* Sir Francis Bdjfet faid, that he had no objection to the 
iioldhig of public meetings, while thc'y were hfdd for coniii- 
tuttonal purpofes; but when they woie confclVedly-hcdd for 
jpurpofes that vere inimical to our conftitution, it became the 
imUnefs and the duty of government to take care to bring the 
military for the pui pofe oi fupprclling tumults, if any llioulJ 
Rrife. On that clay, it was la.d, a meeting had been held that 
was perfciflly orderly ; if that was the cafe, certainly there 
could be no occafion for the military. 7'he miliiary, he be- 
lieved, had never been unncceflarijy called cut 6n fuch occa- 
iions. He was fure they never would be called out by any 
man withofif a;caufe, qualified to be a miniHer. lie could 
not, however^ with thofe who thought theue was no 

conne<9:ion betw^ri the meeting of Copenhagcn-houle^nd 
the%utf^ge that was offered to his MajeAy. Sir Francis faid, 
'be b&d heard of words that were delivered that place, 
were dangerous in tbemfelves, and Aill more lb from 
the fhanner in which they were delK'ered. The words weie 
His gracious MajeAy'is to meet parliament on 
Thui/day next, and I hope that you will give him a warm re- 
ception.’’ Would any marr of common fenfe fay, that this was 
to be underAood as applying to the applaufe which arofe horn 
attachment or zeal for his fervice? Was it not obviou^y for 
-the purpefe of contumely ; upon the real intent of it, no man 
living could doubt a finglc moment. 

Sir Francis adverted to the riot adt. That afl-, he obferved, 
bad been palled without inquirv, upon the notoriety of the cafe, 
that mifehief might otherwife (rife* What w^s the fitiiatiop of 

\ the 
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the country at the time ? There were fome perfons who were 
known to be inimical to the kirg upon the throne. And it was 
alfo known that they wiflied to remove the king, and to put 
another upon the in his place. The danger appre- 

hended at that time, great however as it was, was nothing to 
that which was to be dreaded at prefent. Had the family of 
Stuart been placed upon the throne, the whole of the conftitu- 
tion would not' have been deftroyed ; the property of every in- 
dividual would not have been gone; pcrfonal dittindlion would 
not have been facrificed ; ami fome fecurity would have re- 
mained for the form of our government continuing. If, 
however, ihe perfons who now ftrivc againft government 
fliould fucceed, there would be an end at once to the very 
form of our conftitution. T'hc mifehiefs of thefc clubs whicH 
it was the objeft of the Bill to fupprefs had, he faid, long 
ilruck him fo forcibly, and fo it had many country gen- 
tlemen, like himfcif, that they thought the minifter dad been 
extremely remifs in not bringing fome fuch meafure as» the 
prefent forward, long before that time, for the confideration 
of parliament, 'rhere had, indeed, been clubs for debates 
of queftions, the difeuffion of which he th ought perftdHy ^ 
harmlefs ; for inftaiice, ‘‘ Whether Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox was.' 
the moft worthy man of the two?’* In this he did not fec^ 
any thing of great coiifeqjence to the public. Another quef- 
tion he remarked was, ‘^Whether the prefent minlflcrs de- 
ferved the confidence of the people?’* This appeared alia, 
to him to be harmkfs. But when he read a queftion, which . 
had been lately difcuflld, Whether the pesple ought to be 
in a ftate of rebellion, in confequence of a Convention Bill 
palled by parliament ?” he owned he faw thefe focieties in a 
very different light from harmlefs ones. Thefe perfons mull 
either allow parliament to be a legal or an jllegal afiembly : 
if legal they Ought to excrcife their authoffty over fuch-> 
daring debates; if illegal, there was an end at once o£,%ll 
their authority. 

The extent of the prefent Bill, Sir Francis faid^ had been 
fo much mifreprefented that it did not excite his furprife at . 
..OA^iat been faid of it. Gentlemen had raifed phantoms in 
their imaginations, and then had combated thefe phanr > 

toms all the ferioufneis of realities. It had been ftjated 

that no j^blic 'meeting could be held if this Bill palTed ;furjel]r 
the cafe was not fo. The one Only went- to pri!|jvent meet- 
ings being held >vithout an advertifemeiit ; and the other was 
to prevent debating focieties wtere money was to be takeiu< 
With refpcdl to tlic fir-ft, what/objedlion could there be. to 

' that 
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that regulation ? Country meetings, as he underftood, ge- 
jner^lly are fo managed at prefent ; and with regard to the 
idea that the debate at fuch a meeting could not be free, he 
owned he faw no reaibn to fufpcdl thaf; a magiftrate would 
have no power to prevent the meeting while the debate was 
fairly conducted ; if he did, he was amenable to the law; but 
if fome power be not given to prevent thc\]ifcuflion of fome § 
queftions fuch as he had heard, he would venture to fay, that 
the conftitution of this country could not laft a twelvemonth 
longer. 

The cafe of tbofe who had been tried for high treafon and 
acquitted, had, he faid, efcaped his attention. He found no 
fcult with their acquittal, for they might not have done that 
which the law denominated treafon. He muff, however, 
proteft. againfl- what had been agitated that night, with refpefit 
to juries. Gentlemen were too fond of praifiug juries, when 
their verdidfs fuited the fide which they took in politics ; and 
too ready to depreciate their value, if a jury was againft their 
opinions. Thus it had happened that the verdidt of Eng- 
liih juries had been extolled, and the verdidf of the Scotch 
jury arraigned. This was, in his opinion, a daring conduct, 
and what he never heard carried to fuch a length before that 
day. 

Much had been Hiid with refpedl to coalitions of perfons of 
one and the other fide of the houfc ; for his part, he faw no- 
thing improper in fuch coalitions. The Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, Mr. Fox, had at one time faid many fevere things 
againft a nobl^^iLord, now no more, and yet they had af- 
terwards coalefoed ; be found no fault with them for it, on 
the contrary, he applauded them, for he believed they did it 
for the public intcreft ; but furcly it muft be allowed, that 
thofe who have lately joined, have done fo from the fame 
hOnourable^motives. He concluded with obferving that he 
vote for the prefent Bill> and that he never gave a vote 
in his life more willingly than that which he ihouid give 
thactnight. 

Mr. jFffx rofe to explain what he meant with regard to 
the Scotch cafes of fedition ; he arraigned, what hg con- 
ceived, the mifcondu£l of the judges, in the mode of conj^jdf- 
ifig the trials. He arraigned the feverity of the fen^nccs, 
and, above all, the manner in which they had been ^carried 
into execution by Englifh minifters, who ought to nave bet- 
ter ideas of the adminillyation of juftice, and which deferved 
to have been reprobated by Parliament. * 

l."hcSfaaary at retimed his thanks to Sir Francis 

Baifet 
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Ballet for the able manner in which he had difciilTed the quef- 
tion ; agreed with him as to the union of parties, and treated 
all itifinuations about intercftcd’ motives with contempt. He 
fpoke highly of the penfion that had been granted to Mr. Burke, 
whom he extolled as the moft enlightened man in Europe, 
and to whom a ftatue of gold ought to be ereftcd.— Minifters . 
gave proof of their public fpirit by granting him a penfion^ 
as much of the labour of that great man had been exerted 
againfb themftlves. If fuch a man as Mr. Burke had been 
left in that indigence in which the independence of his own 
great mind had fo long kept him, it would, he faid, have 
been a difgrace to the eountry and the age in which he lived. 
The manner in which that gentleman had been talked of in 
his retirement, under his domeftic affliaion, he thought de- 
grading to thofe who indulged in it. The chara£ler of fo 
great a man ought to be venerated by the public. 

[He was called to order. Mr. Windham confefled he had 
indulged his feelings perhaps irregularly, but he hoped tho 
houfe would excufe him.] 

Mr. Curven difclaimed all ideas of perfonafity againft Mr* 
Burke; but maintained, that If fuch a penfio.i ou^t to have / 
been giv^il to him, minilters ihouid have come toTariiament 
for that purpofe. 

Mr. Sheridan clofed the debate with a reply to the leveral 
fpeakers againft his motion; in which he commented, with 
great feverity on the fupercilious tone with which the Secre- 
tary at War alFeded to treat every allufionlP the manner 
which 'he and his friends had (acriftced eve^ .p^ociple they 
had ever poflelTcd. It was cert^nly not a very unnatural 
thing for gentlemen to afifert, that their conduft was fomc- 
what equivocal . when they faw them fqhandering upon their 
adherents and relations the public money in the moft layilh 
way, and acci^ting for themfelves places wiftrout power, 

Itneft, or efficiency. He had this oif the autbdrity of the, 
pamphlet publifted by one of themfelves, EarJ FiitzwiUiam, 

V in which he affirmed, that the Duke of Portland hAdvUccispted * 
) of an office of a tbitd^fec^iiitarylhip, in violation of his* own 
I. j|ilU without either bufinefs or power— and in doing of which 
he h:^di difgraced and degraded himfelf. They might have 
fiiewn^at their alarms were genuine^ if they had giyeh a 
diiintercl(ed fupport to government; and furcly the non. 
Secretary^ if he had recollef^ed his own language, would 
not fo readily have deefttd himlclf out in a rag of the filthy 
dowlas of the Bight flpn. GerUileman.V In regard to the 
penfion hf Mr. Burke, he would tx>t fay one word of his me^ 
I79J. \ ^ ^ 
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rit, further than that no man deferved better to enjoy a part 
of the public money, if penfions were at all to be giveny 
fince he had contributed fo muth to the monomy of the na- 
tional cafli. The manner, however, of granting Mr. Burke's 
penfion, he contended, was difgraceful, not onlV to the gen-^ 
tieman himfelf but to minifters. His owti Bill hni been 
evaded in order to grant him his penfion, inftea^ of ooming 
for it fairly to Parliament. It was difgrac^ul a!^ to the mi- 
ni Hrer who had laid it upon a fund» which fome years ago, 
being too fmall for the payment of certain ;||^nuities laid upon 
it, was eafed of the old peniion to the family of Mr. Pitt, 
and of that to the Duke of Glouceller, which were laid on 
the confolidated fund. Now if the four and half fund was 
fufficient, the public had a right to be rcimburied, inftead of 
giving it away by new grants. Mr. Sheridan then ani- 
madverted on the way in which his queftion had been met by 
the oppofite fide. They had dealt out a vaft number of 
aflertions, which they deft, red the houfe to take for granted. 
He would do no fuck thing— 4ie called on them for proof. 
An honourable Baronet had related a groTs fpeech, faid to be 
uttered at Cppenhagen-houfc. It was, he owned, grqfs and 
hkhly impr^^er— but was it fpoken ? A learned gentleman 
b a produced a number of papers, faid to be bought at the 
ihup of citizen Lee, whom he called bookfeller to the London 
Correfponding (bciecy. He believed that citizeii Lee was not 
the bookfeller of the Correfpondiog Society^ . Let him be 
proved tq be fo. l"he houfe qpiilciences, as well as the 
learned gentitma^ and tl|ey ought tol^ fiitisfied as well as 
1^,, by having ibh docm^nts before them. He concluded 
by laying, furely the Honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer not to be the firft to debolilh debating 
fqciecieSj^ as he had himfelf profited fo much from^ them ; that 
gentleman l^d attended them afiiduoufly, 
slpd^d i^tohly, fpolcep in anvifk at tbefe debatiiig focicties, 
^ band tq iheiaftitutioh ^ one of them, 

^ k the Str^. in a maft, he perhaps 

might rnedued. It was (p^en at CaHifle Houle, on the 
queftipn, Whether the diftin^on was Juft, which divided 
^ mankind into two clafles, knaves and fools.” Whaj-fidc 
t^e honourable gentleman had taken he could not Per- 
haps no man could better illuftrate the pqfiticVn, tha^a little 
jpoiitical knavery under the mafic of patriprifin^ jm-ght for a 
Ipi^time impofefuccefsfully on tkefo^yof EnglUhmen. 
w The Ckmc^lhr ef thi Excl^quer rofe to explain* He faidp 
diat; fome vears ago the four M half fund proved defec- 
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tlve, Wing to the ifiands bring taken. The arrears of the 
penHons due upon the fund had been paid by the public ; bui 
one* except the penfion of the Duke of Glotrcefter, had 
been fiRcd on. the confoiidated fund. 'I'he penfion in which 
his fantify were iocerefted, fiiil remained on the four and a hdH 
per cetics. 

The houfe dieo divide on tite motion. 

- - 21 

- • 167 

Majority • 145 

Adjourned at ha^ paft one o’clock in the morning. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

/ Tuesday, NomnAtr 17. 

Petifions from the incorporation of the city of Badi, and 
from the town of Great Yarmouth, exprefiing their detef. 
tatioa of the feditious meetings which had !>een held in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and praying the houfe to, ai^it 
fuch meafures as they might fee proper for putting a ftop to 
the diforder, were prefented, and ordered to lie on the table. > ' 

The Land and Malt Tax BiUs were read a third time and 
paiTed. • . 

THE ARMY. . 

Gtntral M^'Lead fi^id he rote to ^ve notice, fhatit was hiS 
intention to mow for a return of all the ^oops iia the Br!ti& 
iereice, as weH as tbofe in this country, tbtf ponies, &c. ’ 
and of all the volunteer corps,, yeahumry^ &c. Which had 
been eftablii^jed. That gentlehaen might -not complain of 
bring taken by furprize, he would ftate difl^nt^y W nature 
of his motion, ^ He meant to move for a return of ;&e arhty ; 
by ufing the tdtin arioiS he did not mean tO fie ifnderftobd' to 
have in view the l^eguiar ^ troops only, but eiWild tbd 
motion to troops of every defcription that received pay. He 
'“Vilhed his motion to be n»ade previous to the brihging forward 
of thiyrmy efiimates^ as,a correct knowledge of tim fuhjeH 
which^is motion went to alcertain, was neceflary to enable 
ehe houM to judge of the Spence which ought to. be ad- 
mitted on this depaititKnt. He therefore wiSied to know 
wbat day was free of: aoy bufinefs, in drdtif that .fie might'' 
oall the attention of W bouie ^ his motion^ ^d give notice 
ihf it on a certain day. 

&jr After 
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Afrcr fome converfation between the Speaker and General 
M'Leod in the fubje£t, it appearing that every day in the week 
%vr.s fixed foi particular bufinefs, the Speaker recommended an 
application to the Secretary at War, to poftpoiie the con- 
lideration of the Army Eftimates, which were to come on 
upon Friday, it was underftood that the General would then 
bring forward his motion. 

The report of the Bill to prevent for sd limited time the 
difiillation of grain, was ordered to be reqe^ved on .Friday. 

The houfe agreed to refolve itfelf into i tomnii nee of the 
whole houfe, on the Bill to prevent the exportation of Soap 
and Candles. 

Mr. Dundas prefented a petition from the Lord Provoft and 
magiftrates of the city of Edinburgh, of a Timilar import 
with thofe already mentioned \ w'hich was ordered to lie on 
the table. 


BILL TO PREVENT SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. 

Upon the queftion of the fecond reading of the Bill for the 
better preventing feditious aflemblies. 

The Solicitor General (Sir John Mitford) faid, that he 
would not have prefumed to have obtruded himfelf upon the 
attention of the houfe in this ftage ot the Bill, did not the 
general intereft it had excited, and the mifreprefentations of 
its tendency which had taken place, render an explanation of its 
principle and object peculiarly important and neceflary. The 
iifft obje£l to which it was direii^td was the putting a flop to 
thofe rneetii^, v^iich had of late been fo frequently 
held. The lacred freedom of f^ech, the privilege of 
which was reckoned ;fo diftinguiflied a blefling of the 

Britilh oonftitution, , had^ he faid, been (hamefullv and dange- 
fou^y abufed. The fm<£ere friends of the cpnftuution and of 
pr|vi]egcf it bellowed woij^d, he was perfuaded, give their 
corqm fiipjpprt to a meafure which ,pro(i^bd tq furpifli a re- 
med^ difordcr and abufe^ Whether thb provifions of 

the calculated to m^t jthe evil,|pd to accomplilh its 

purpofe, was another confideration. Ith obje£l, however, 
was to prevent the perveriion of an imp^tant right, and to 
fuperfede the neceilicy of ftronger rellri<^on^ upon it th^ the 
Bill was meant to impofe. f 

The fccond part was intended to remedy the abu,C« of de- 
bating in public meetings* The particular objeA of this 
was, ne faid, to. prevent the egregious obtife; of that privilege 
which h^ of late rifen to fo ixtraordinary a beight~to pre- 
vent JjjriviLte intereft from p/ompting difculfions of public 

grievances^ 
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grievances, and to put a ftop to th^t traffick by which an 
uncandtd and unfair examination of abutes, a turbulent fpirit 
of difcontent, had been raifed and encouraged to ferve the 
pecuniary puPpofes of individuals. It was to be confidered 
afterwards how far this claufe was fuited to this purpofe^ 
fo far it would furely be admitted that the objc£t of it was 
proper. 

When the Bill was examined it would be found that if the 
proviAons of it were:defe<Sive at all, the fault was, that they did 
not go far enough. His own opinion was that they did not 
go fo far, nor were fo extenfive in their operation as they 
ought to have been. The framers of the Bill, however, bad 
been guided by the beft of mcnives. They wifhed it to meet 
the evils againft which it was levelled, and that the grand pur- 
pofe would be atchieved by it, that of giving a timely check 
to the defperare and incendiary views of thefe, clubs and focie- 
ties. With regard to the principle of the firft part, the Bill 
went to.eftablim the right to meet for the purpofe of petition- 
ing the Icgiflature againft any exifting law, or conAdering 
any aflual grievance, but to AibjecI it to regulations, not to 
withdraw or impair it. It enacted that no ^meeting for- fuch 
purpofes could be held without a certain degree of previous 
notice. The perfons at whole requeft it was called, would 
incur fome degree of rcfponfibility for the purpofes purfued, 
and the condu^ obferved at fuch meeting. He ftated the ex- 
ceptions of the Bill. It was not meant to comprehend any 
meeting called by the Lord Lieutenant, Sheriff, ^ujiai Ro-- 
tuhrum^ ’&c. It did not attempt to interfere wi^ that kind 
of meeting which had generally b^n held formerly in this 
country, for the conftitutional purpofes alluded to, and which 
were the only meeting Atted for the exi^cife ofthefe privileges. 
Whether this iMtcepiion went far enough was, in his mind, 
a matter of doubt. The {ii,ll Amply required that previous 
notice (hould be, given for the purpofe of explaining 
the nature of the bufinefs for which the meeting is called, and 
I to faften upon fuch peribns as announced this intention a de« 
^ gree of refponfibility .^which would be a pledge for the peace* 
^ ableneis of their deugns, and the decency of their demeanour. 
In wha\ way docs this Snaftment trench upon the facred right 
which tSte conftitution beftows, or give tliat fatal ftafa to 
their llbemes which was apprehended ? He was fare that it 
was calculated to obftrudt no meeting which either ought to 
be held, or which it was horteft tp hold. It could only mean 
then to prevent thofe meetings in which the true object 
ikulks behind the pretext of a lawful tfeAgn^ and where the 
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bad intention was veiled by a ^plaufible di&ui(e. It was to be 
eblerved alfo, that the meetijEigs the Bill was framed to dis- 
courage were thofc chiefly where vaft crOi^s were aflcmbled, 
and where necefTarily moil mifehief and difturbance of the 
publiq peace were likely to be generated. £yei| this pra£iice 
was to be prohibited by exifting Iaws> by which ttttntilciious 
petitions were 'prohibited, and the number .i^ ilignatu res to be 
affixed to any one petition not only gready limited, but the 
obje& of it was required to be approved<<by three juflices, or 
the grand jury. If meetings were^ held in defiance of the 
enaSment of the prefent Bill, the aflembly would be un- 
lawful, and might be difperfed by the magiftrate in like man- 
ner as be was at prefent entitled to difperfe a mob under the 
riot aft. The notice required the fubjedt to be treated as he 
qfientioned, and jn order to prevent deftruftive views from 
being purfued under /pecious pretexts, the tnagiftrate was 
empowered to judge of the purpofe evidently aimed at, and 
authorized to put an end to the meeting, if his diferetion 
fuggefted the neceffity of fuch an exercife ol authority. This 
was a meafure which regard for the public pei.ce rendered 
fit to be adopted, where it was threatened by I'uch cx’trava- 

S apt attempts as rhefe meetings had encouragedi and the 
agrant abufes 6i them which had becaconunitted. T'.ngland 
was, he faid, the only country in the world where meetings for 
a fimilar purpofe were allowed without the attendance of a 
snagiflrate. The moft free dates that bad cxifted; the 
Roman republic,, itfqlf,' inj^ibe 4 senith of its libcity and faoie^ 
had never p^piitted , the ;^ple to aflemble but in a regular 
body, formally cdlle^daW^ under the controul of a magiftrate# 
Thefepro\dfioh$ of the Bil|^ Sir John fa.d, were all o( them €on-» 
fiftenty^ith thcfpiri^ofoMrUws,and the praftice of our govern^ 
ments. To.t^ofe.wbo woirVl exercife it witfe^^^iferetion and 
virtue^ t;b«^y,werc calculatlf^ tp preferve ,tbe enjoyment of a 
|rtel|t b;^ .|^arding againft the ebiufe latter pro- 

vffioiw equally hitcd to reprefs^pfe lecKres, and other 
Icirui of pdiitical difeuffions, iwl^h intended to pre- 

■ tent.' ^ ^ 

Political fubjeftS) fie.faid, might he.dj|(hufied under the idea 
of an exifting grievance, which the fdti^era wi{hed>^ have 
rt^drefled, and the Bill was not introduced to prohi^t fuch a 
mode of cphfidering them. That Was, a light {^culiar to 
. £ng1ilbmeii, a right too facred to he.4iftturbed on any pre- 
whatever. Should thjs privilege ha to pro-» 

thofe oratofial difplays gril^nces with 

iN&pi’efentatioo to which tn^icind^were na^ 

turally 
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turally induced always too in^plicitly to liflen, and erpecially 
when fuch difcuffions, fupported as they were by uncandid and 
untrue pi<9:«res of affairs, were meant to prove a fource of pe- 
cuniary benefit to the perfons by whom they were promoted^ 
the Bill interpofed a falutary preventive. One of the prin- 
ciples from which much of the anarchy which had defolated 
France rcfulted, was that, Mr. Solicitor faid, by which it, 
was held that every public fundionary (hould be paid for 
his fervices by the public. The Britifii cbnftitution had long 
abandoned this prindple, and had rendered at} fuch oifices 
gratuitous, and provided that they (hould be performed from 
difinterefted views. The principle, to which he alluded, had 
filled France with the agents of the Jacobin club, who found 
their private advantage linked with the fervor of their zeal in 
the propagation of the dodrihcs of their mafters. The error 
of adopting fuch an idea, the experience of a fhort period, 
marked with calamity, bloodflicd, and horror, had fuffici- 
cntly manifefted, and had been lately renounced in France* 
The municipal offices were to be difebarged gratuitoufiy. 
It was impoffible, therefore, not to perceive the impropriety 
of permitting or countenancing difeuffions, ‘11 which indi* 
viduals feeling themfelves interefted will be difpoiled to ad* 
vance the moft dailgerous and feditious artifices. 

What had already been faid and anfwered in the moft (a- 
tisfadfory manner might be again urged. What is the ne- 
ceffity at the prefent time for adop^ng fuch meafures I The 
anfwer was clear, Ample, and oby:tb|if } the notoriety of the 
daring proceedings of There was no 

gentleman oppofite who had nothewof flk^ nfitoblies, and 
the flagitious defigns they not 

profefled. The difeuffion of pretei||^^ hviaii real griev- 
ances, and ey^ the right of ^titiipl^ had been em** 

ployed as a medium to excite fedl^h attd {»rot^cfce difeontent. 
The Report #Secrec^ diid the etvMeiice 

^ adduced on ccM Varieijr df 

\ refpondence, fi^ wh^it ippis^d that, while tiiptniei^w 
I to petition was affus;9ip|||l| ^ ^ objed, ilofuch d&» 

(fign ferioufly exifted^Wud'that very different plans were egU 
tated. , An Honourahie Baronet (Sir W. Milner) whomlne 
did dot Toe in his place, had mentioned oh a former day tW" 
cafe of Yiil,rk, alias Redhead. In that cafe it was pfoyed that 
a meeting lifad been held at Sheffield for the profe£^ purpofo 
of petitioning, whk^^ however it appeared, was only Intended 
to furnifh an opporthnity of criminal and feditious di&^rfe, 
a petition was, tndeed, teoved, but it was fo contrived, that 

^ that 
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fbe meafurc fliould be received with marks of contempt, and 
di&pprobation, and it was accordingly negatived. York there 
hekl that feditious and criminal dilcourfe— -[here the Solicitor 
General was reminded by Mr. Erjkine^ acrofs the tabic, that 
the cafe of York was not yet concluded, judgment not hav- 
ing been pafled.] The Solicitor General thought that though 
it might be improper to make any obfervations on a cafe in 
which judgment ftill depended, he was entitled to call that 
difeourfe feditious, becaufe the jury had found it fo to be. 

In what manner then was this Bill to apply to meetings ac- 
tuated by fimilar difpofitions ? It would not prevent the fober 
difeuffion of a real petition, but it would prevent the intro- 
duftioii of difeourfes, and guard againft the pervcrfion of 
meetings which were likely to lead to fuch purpofes as thofc 
to which he had referred. The magittrates on perceiving 
their real views, or hearing fuch difeufiion as betrayed their 
objeft, would inftantly difperfe them, while the magiftratc 
birofelf was better protefted in the execution of his duty by 
the authority which it allowed him to cxcrcife, and the force 
againft refiftance with which he was invefted. 

The recent inftance of the Weftminfter meeting had been 
adduced to (hew that great bodies of people might aflbmble 
in the exercife of a conftitutional right, and conduit them- 
fclvcs with fuitable propriety and order. Without adverting 
particularly to the inftance, he would afk, whether fuch a 
lEiecting might not have taken place even had this Bill been 
pafted into a law f Would f fuch a number of houfeholders 
have corner forward to hdtiOe of the meeting as would 
have rendered it caniiftiidlf with the law, ani the fame con- 
clufion have^ taken p%e, and the &me good efFecIs been ob- 
tained? How theft cdiddtthe Bill be reprefenttd as fubverfive 
of the%ft privileges people of England, or as ftabbing 

tb^ p( the eoftftftSftion ? ‘ ‘ 

^ nijght be fatit^ the incpn(i|jf rable numl^er of 

atid|%Rgns were af- , 
cril^ not bb (o iorisilmble dS|a fan&bn fuch a mea- } 
furie. Sir John declare^ bit rat wmgheft pleafure in re- I 
^testing that their ouinberB were conipilHPvdy inconfiderable^J. 
W inconfiderable as they weri^ they ^ight iievcrthelef/be 
dipable of doing infinite mifebief. He cd)ferved thdt it had 
bi^n laid, down a^ a maxim, by the writeig of the^owh fen- 
tirfteets, that all revolu^ons were efFe^ed by minorities. 
-,C%ie oif the moft diftingmflied members of the Conftituent. 

(U’Andre) hadtfemarked,, that, the adivc, per- 
""ifcveciftfit fpirit of tbt few would always triuftYph over the 

peaceable 
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peaceable and inaSive difpofitioa of the more numerous clafs 
of the community. Confidering the boldnefs which they 
manifefted, the defire of magrufying their own number and 
importance, and their affumption of a formidable appearance, 
the fmall number of people who compofed thefe focieties, 
was no rcafon to (hew that the Bill was lefs required by the 
occafion. The inceflant aftivity of their machinations and 
enterprizes, rendered it neceflary for government to embrace 
ftrong meafures to oppofe their pro^rels. 

Some of the gentlemen on the oppofite fide had faid, why 
-adopt extraordinary meafures ? Had not the government of for- 
mer times been protefted by the exifting hws ? It was true that 
during periods of danger, the exiftence of the cotiftitution 
had been adequately defended by thefe laws, with this diffe- 
rence, as was well obferved by an Honourable Baronet 
(Sir Francis Ballet), that the object of thefe men was the 
total deftrudiion of the conditution $ that of the friends of the 
Stuarts only the change of the fovereign ; liberty, religion, 
and property, if the prefent (A)jeds of. the focieties were at- 
tained, were to be overthrown. Reprefentative government 
is the demand of the Correfponding Society, as Via< proved 
on the ftatc trials. To thefe principles and their confe- 
quences they ftill adhere. In France it had been found im- 
poffible to maintain a government on the principle of uni- 
verfal fuffrage. The conditution of 1791, in recogniling 
that dodrine, fealed the-doQm of the monarchy, and the fate 
of the king became inevitable. pipes not the prefent period 
then, Sir John alked, partrcularfy^U on the houfe to adopt 
meafures to prevent their introdudioh ^nd propagiition in this 
country, the confeqtience of which w6pi4 be ahiirchy, con- 
fufton, and bloodmed-^thc overthto^w df- every facred efta- 
blifhment, the outrage of hufhan an4 mpral 

feeling. ' '' \ ‘ 

It had heen&i^^^t the exiftmg laws were fu^iimt^ and 
it has been wby pot ptpfecutions 

againft the autlibrs Orincto complained, of? /Profe^* 

cutions had, in place, but it was a matter 

■op* infinite dijfficulty ,6) potaii^ that evidence which was neceTf* 
fary to conviclioiu’\ The number of offences made 
cations V fall the offenders almoft impoffible, eveii iipbn 
the exifti^ laws, 'p^^ffcutions would ha-vc ocemoaeji^^eat 
public cxpcnce. The exifting law^,, deifec^ 

rive, as they did npt reach the the eVil 

originated. It was therefore the* pdiidy^nd fhtention of 
the prefent Bill at once to provide" againft the deficiency of 
Vox* I. 1795. "Sf the 
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the laws, by other means than punifliment, an ■ by pr<*'’ent- 
Jng the meetings to anticipate all ih.^ mifchief they Occaiion. 
Uiider thefe hnprelEons.hc would fupport the f cond reading 
of the Bill. 

The queftion being put, 

Mr. Erjkine Ciid, he found it extr^tnely difBcult to recon- 
cile what he had heard from ^he filohpurable ain<I h*arned eon- 
deman who had juft fat down, with what he had hcaiid from 
gentlemen on the pppofite fide of the houfe, on the night 
when the houfe granted leave to bring in the Bill. It wi?*: not 
his intention to trefpafs on the rules of the bpafe by ref ning 
in any particular manner, to fpccches th.vt had been delivered 
in former debates upon this meafure ; but when leave had 
beenafked to bring in the Bill, an honourable Gentleman, 
he utiderftood, had faid, that the criipinal law of the land was 
amply fufficient for thefe two purpofesj the fecurity of the 
government, and the comfort of the people, but that a par- 
ticular conjunSure of affairs had aiifcn, which made it at 
this time neceffary to enaS the p‘efcnt law. The Honour- 
able and learned Gentleman, however, had that day taken a 
different courfe 5 he had afferted, that the pi efent A6l was 
ftridlly confonant to the ^incipits of dte conftitution ; an a£l: 
never thought of in the reign of Charles the Second, after 
the horrors and confufion of the former reigii ; an aiSt never 
dreamt of in the reign of King William, when the govern- 
ment was new'ly eftablifbed, during a difputed fuccefiion, 
or in the two rebellions th^tt in the fiibfequent reigns ; 

an i^hiph even the ilprcfeiit miniftry never thought of 
pairing, when ihey filfpended that>grand palladium of P^nglilh 
liberty, the Hah^ai Corpus A& 5 nor when they had the re- 
poftspf comiiutcees, the cxilh^nce of treafonable plots, 

tablp. ' badCd^jj^rnexl Solici- 
tor general defei^^ pafSng me prefent Bill ? 

y Jhat exifted> ? tlpon 'any new plots ? 
1^0. ^ ,pf!:i^dd^^ 'new evidencei^,l||^ead of going 

oyer iwiilr cohfpi be hatching, 
^ learned gentlem^ had |rodden dull track that 

had trodden fo often before,, and p^travclled back agflin- * 
the ipecting. had been ^c\d beaff iShefficld, in which 
Ifk^^ork^.it had^ afferted, made a fpcech lj*ghly fe- 
" tWs; y^h tbeit aflertion he was glad to that the 

hint fropi, him, and had de- 

if f of Mr. "^orke^ heing about to re- 

" ceive 
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ceivc thid judgment of the CouiiC of King’s Bench, he muft 
be fully convinced. 

I'he learned gentleman out of his bdunty had been pleafcd 
to fay, that he allowed the right of the fubjed to petition the 
king and parliament, and that he confidered that right not to be 
taken away by the preferit Bill j not only not to be taken away, 
but even to be rendei edTafcr by it. In comradi&ion to this 
fition, he would maintain, pofitively and diftin£^Iy, that the Bill 
did abfolutcly d'eftrpy the right of the fubjedt to petition. It 
was a maxim of law when any thing was prohibited by law, the 
meins by vvhich fuch thing might be done were alfo pro- 
liibited : on the contrary, when the law permitted a thing to 
be done, it alfo permitted all the means by which fuch thing 
might be done. This was one of the clearcft maxims of 
law, and by this maxim he defired that the prefent Bill might 
be examined. In the firft part of the Bill an exception was 
contained, which, it had been contended, was fuihcient tef 
preferye the fiecjdom of the country ; it excepted meetings 
called by lord lieutenants, flicrifFs, and juftices of peace in 
their particular diftricls. I'he conftitution of England was, 
he (aid, made up of balanced, mixedt and oppofing powers 5 
the prerogatives of the crown and the right of the people were 
equally poUed, confequently, the right of petitioning, perhaps 
againit arbitrary meafures, will be rendered nugatory by this 
Ihll. According to its enafiments,. no fubjedl was to 
be difeufled, which the magiftrates did not approve ; thus, 
thofe magiftrates who are appointed by, and removeable at^ 
the will of the crown, (fuch as IherifFs, &c.) are to be the 
judges of the nature of their petitions. The magiftrates who 
reprefent majefty, will therefore never permit the people to 
meet for the purpofe of petitioning againft a meafure orhigh 
prerogative, of ? in any cafe where the king may be Tuppofeol 
not to confult the happinefs of his people. Will any man 
pretend that this is not a flagrant invafion of the peoples’ pri* 
vilege, and ab(<^fhtely deftiudliye of the very extftence of the? 
conftitution, com poiy^f, mixed and feparatc parts ? a diredl: 
and grofs violation Bill of Rights, on the maintenance 
of which his majefty hojds his title to the crown ? 
therefore, who advife his majefty to the meafure, bring his 
title into queftion } and advife him to a breach of his; corona- 
tion oath, >^y thus deftroying the unqualified and undeniable 
right of the people to petition. Did the Honourable and 
learned Gentleman, he" would alkf find ip^tbe Bill of Rights, 
that the right of affembling and petitioning had been a right 
claimed with fuch firmnefs, and contended for with fo much 
S f 2 g1orioui« 
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glorious ftrugdc^ as a right to tiii: exercifed with thc’^pcrmif- 
fion of tnagiftrates or even of the king hitnfelf ? But the 
principles of the con|feitution and the Bill of Rights, were 
all forgotten ; the principle of alarm feemed to juftify every 
violation of the liberties of the people, and to afford a fiif- 
ficient pretence of layfog wafte all the wifdom of our an- 
ceftors. 

An Honourable. Gentleman had faid, that there was no 
country in Europe where meetings were allowed to be held 
without the intcrpofition of the magiftratc ; no, not in ancient 
Kome : for his part, he did not wifli to look abroad for go- 
vernments V he widied only to fupport the Britifli coiiftiriition 
(acred and iiiviolablf*, as he found it delivered into his hands, 
amd as it flood at the Revolution. He was to do his duty as 
a member of che Bri^i/h Parliament: he was not then to con- 
. fidcr what government was beft ; he wifhed to fupport that 
which was already eftabjifhed, and which had flood the teft 
of ages. It was one thing to make a government, it was 
another to rob the people of their rights J which, if govern- 
incht dared attempt, the people would be juftified in refitting 
fujeh glaring opprtrffion. He would fay, again and again, 
that it was the right-of the people to refift that government 
which exercifed tyranny* It had been (aid; that bold lan- 
guage was held at public meetings ^ it was certainly bold to 
fay, that the people had a right to refift, and that they ought 
t irife; but there were fame occalions which icndercd the 


boldcft language warrantable. 

In bis attempt to prove the fcditious views of the focicties, 
le;arned Solicitor Gdheral had neither cited any of the 
(pecc^s that had been delivered at Copenhagen houfe, nor 
had „ 1 w even brought down his own OW Bailey fpcech ; but 
the peppfe Were difcontented, and would not bd^'ijuiet. Upon 
this ibbjefl: he would read the opinion of a man of the highefl: 
abilities and authority j a man whofe talents ind whofe elo- 
quence were of that fuperior' hitidi that ^ every thing that 
pine from him, came with a rende^d it almoft 

irrenftible; he meant the late Earl of Opiham, In the year 
1770, when a motion was made by the Marquis of Rock-, 
ingham, relative to the di (contents that had broken out, 
Htohich difedntents he imputed npt to any confpiracy of the 
•^ople againft the ^tit to a confpirdey of the 

e nnrnmn againft; (be that gr^at man, Lotd Chat- 

unite the naUon within Itfelf, we tnuft convince 
compUIijts arc reg:irded, and that their grievances (hall be rc- 

drefted; 
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drtlRd. On. that foundation I wouldlltakc' th^ fead in rt^coiiynending pcacc^and 
harmony to the people. On any other, 1 would never wlih to fee them unit'^d 
again. If tlie breach in the conftitution be cfFeiIttaUjr repaired, the people w'll of 
thcmfclves return to a ftate of tranqvillity. If not^MAV nrficoRD prkvaii. 
FOR EVRR ! 1 know to what point this doArine and thi$ language, will appear 
dtrcdled ; but I feel the principles of an Engliihman, and 1 utt^ them )FithouC 
apprehendon or referve. The criHs is indeed alarming^-db much the more does 
it require a prudent relascatipa on the part of government. If the King’s Ifervants 
will not permit a conilltutional queHion to he decided on, according to the forms* 
and on the principles of tl^e conftitution, it muft then be decided in feme other 
manner) and, rnthcr’than it ihonld be given up, rather than the nation Ihould 
furrender the ir birth-right to a dcfpotic iiiinifter, I hope, my Lords, old as 'I am* 

* 1 ihall fee the queftlon brought to IfTue, and fairly 7RiEn betwsfm the 

* PSOPI.E AWD THE QOVERKMEMT 

With the faniSiion of the fentiments of the venerable and if* 
luftrious Earl of Chathatn, he would maintain that the peo- 
ple of England (hould defend their rights* if neceflary, by 
the laft extremitv to- which freemen could refort. For my 
.own part, faid Mr. Erfkine, I fhall never ccafe to ftruggle in 
fuppoft of liberty. In no fituation will I defert the caiife. 

I was born a free man and by Gdd I (hall never di"fe a flave. 

That the queftion ihould be decided by fuch a conteft, he 
declared he did not wifh : never would he du* or fay any thing 
that did not tend to avert the horrors of a revolution ) a ca- 
lamity which the fupporters of the Bill afFeifed to fear, though 
that Bill was the mofl; lil^cly method to produce it. 

In the whole of the late proceedings and events, one of the, 
moft fatal tjiings had beep, that the higher orders of the people 
feparated themielves too much from the lower order5.j||iFhis 
had been one of the caufes of (he revokilion in 
Under their' arbitrary monafehs there were literally hut , two 
claffcs of the people j a pampered, profligate, proud nobility, 
and a low, miferable, and^'abjea rabble 5 no intermediate claii# 
no knowledge, no virtue. It was to this that all the honors 
arid calamities that^^Bowed the French revolution, virere to be 
attributed. ^ To lodl'back to the wretched ftatc of the Frettch 
people, divided only into the two clafles that he had defer ibedv 
it would be feen, that man, by degrees, feeling the dijgriity of 
his nature, roufed at conftant difgra^e and perfectition, 
off the trammels of derpotifm, and stBferted his rights. * The 
people drew a parallel, which, when he <;^n(idered their 
enlightened minds, appeared t0 him to be aftonifliing ; they 
drew a parallel between the ffiate of France anid this country. 
France had an unreformed church, and an uureformed flate $ 

a pro- 
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a profligate defpotifm, and the viftoft profound Taper ftition. 
There were no gentle gradations of rank and the govern- 
znent role not, as had been faid, by a celebrated writer of 
the Englifli government, from a broad bafe to a point. 
Where was the parallel between fuch a country and fuch a 
government, and the country and conftitution of England? 
Why did minifters no^t come forward with this meafure 
when France was diftrafled by that anarchy, from which all 
the principles fo prejudiciil to this country had arifen ? When 
they came forward with triumphant deferiptions .of the im- 
provemenj: of the French conftitution, inftead of availing 
themfelves of that opportunity of failing into the harbour of 
peace, and putting an end to the miferics of a moft difaftrous 
war^ inftead of recommending the conftitution to the love of 
the people, by an expej fence Of its pradlical bleifings, inftead 
of the higher ranks endeavouring by the tendernefs of their 
behaviour, to draw the lower oiders back to content and to 
happinefs, a Bill was brought forward which outraged every 
pnncipleof freedom, and overthrew the very foundation of the 
conftitution ? Let any lawyer ihew that this Bill was confonant 
to the principles of the conftitution i He defied the whole pro- 
feflion to prove it. The conftitution was abrogated, and 
annulled by it. The Bill would not allow the people to meet 
without advcrtifing their intention, and furcly this was a very 
extraordinary circumftancc. The people are the proper 
judges of the grievances under which they labour. They 
may tbtnk the meafures of adminiftration a grievance, yet the 
tnagiftrate is to be the judge of the nature of the complaint, 
however refffcdful and inofFenlive, and may even pronounce 
a re^ui&ion which cenfured the ruinous meafures of a minif. 
ter^ 9 r||l*opofed a reformation of abufes, a crime againft the 

Our aiiceftbrs were content to wait till feme overt acEl: ap- 
. p^red, which was the fubjedk of punifKment. But, under this 
Bill, the determination of a magiftrate is to interfere between 
the people and tbeaflertion of their rigbjta^ai^d the complaific 
of their grievances. Depend upon it, fai#Mr. Erfkine, the 
people ot England, unlefs they are loft to all fenfe of freedom,^ 
and of national honour, will not, and ought not to fubmit. 

Be ftated the power which the law beftowed upon magif. 
flutes, of arbitrarily judgiiOg of the intention of the people; 
•and even lc0 he himfclf be rcfponfible for the^confe* 
"^lieiKCs of ahy meeting, the jpeceffity a virtuous naagiftrate, 
.might djrperfing a, meeting of the beft men with 

^ ' the 
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the pureft v lews. He Kkewjife ftated various abfurdities which 
refulted from the authority helftowed by the 3111 on magiftrate*. 

He would, fuppofe that at fuch a meeting as had t>een con- 
vened, in the manner alluded to, he Tpoke with feverity of 
theevijs that exifted, and with firmnefsof the grievances un- 
der which the people laboured ; he would fuppofe that he faid, 
what the miniftcr himfelf once faid, viz. that as long as the 
Parliament remained unreformed, no ^ifc and virtuous admi- 
nidratioii could exift : he would fuppofe that he did this» could 
the magiftrate dirpcrfe the meeting ? He affirn^d that he 
might difperfe it, and could not be puniflied. 

One of the claufes of the Bill ftated, that “ in cafe fucli 
meeting fliall, by rcafon of any fpccial circumftances, become 
dangerous to the public peace, in the j udgment of two or 
morejuftices of the peace, &c.*’ Here was a diferetion 
given to the magiftfates of the moft dangerous kind. Where^ 
he begged to know, did the Solicitor General find a prece- 
dent of fo broad a diferetion give® before to magiftrates? 
A diferetion too for which they could not be pimiihed; be- 
caufe, wfien the law placed any thing in the ‘diferetion of a 
magiftrate, it could not puniih him for any miftake which he 
might commit in the excrcife ot that diferetion ? If it was 
the intention of the minifter to prevent the people from meet- 
ing, for the purpofe of propoiing any alteration in church or 
ftate, or of exercifing diflike to the King's perfoii and go- 
/vernment, there was no necefiity for the prefent Bill ; and the 
provifions infertedin it, for the purpofe of producing fuch an 
ought to be blotted out. The fa£l was, that they were, 
determined to give the magiftrates the power of difperfitig 
public meetings. He would, he fald, proceed to (hew the 
grofs and abominable abfurdicy of this part of the Bill. * ^ 

Suppofe thirty or forty of the moft re'pecftable magiftrates 
in the country; fuppofe even that the twelve judges of 
England were to join in propofing a meeting ; two hired» 
hungry, jobbing juftices might difperfe them all. Could si 
criminal information be filed againft fuch magiftrates for fo 
doing ? The Couiti of King’s Bench had determined a cafe 
that Very mornings that might be applied in the prefent in- 
ftance, and which was fufficient to eftablilh the legaji^ prin- 
ciple of the claufe in queftion. A law bad been pafled tu the 
reign of James, the Firft, authorifing the magiftrates to fearch 
for a particular kind of leather.^ Upon liiis law a f arch had 
been ordered by a magiftrate, a feizure had been made; and, 
upon examination, the perfon fr<^ whorn the leather had been 
feized had been acquitted : a queftion arofe, whether an a£iion 

would 
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' would lay againft the rpagiftrate for having ordered fuch a 
feizure ? It had been decided in the affirmative, becaufe the par- 
ticular hw gave no difcrction to the magi/traie. It would be 
much more manly, much more conhllent with truth and 
candour, to come forward and tell the people of England 
that they were not any longer to prefume to arrogate or to 
enjoy fuch privileges, than to infuh their underiftandings by 
telling them they retai# that liberty of which they feel them- 
fclvcs deprived. He would afk how they Could petition for 
the redrefs of grievance without communication. He had in 
his hands an addrefs to the jury at the Old Bailey, which would 
fliew that no confpiracy had exifted, and that the opinion of 
tjie judge had not been as reprefented. The Chitf Jufticc 
%s — 

All men may, nay, all men muft, if they poflefs the faculty of t^imklng:, 
Staifon upon every thing which fulHciently mtereft^ them to become objc of their 
attention j and, among the ol'je£t» of the attention of free men, the pihiciplcs of 
^vemment, the conilitution of particular governments, and, above all, the con- 
IbitutloA of the government under which they live, will naturally eng<}ge atcenilon 
ftnd provoke fpecukt'ori. The power of communication of tlioughti and opinions is 
the gift of Cod, and the freedom of it is the fourcc of all fcicncc, the ftrft fruiti* 
aud tlis ultimate happinefs oi fxietf; and therefore itfeems to iollow, that human 
la wt ought not to interpofc, tuy, cannot interpofe, to prevent the communication 
f»f fcfttimcuts and opinions in voluntary aficmblics of men.’’ 

From this it was evident that the judge confidered volun- 
tarily communication as not only lawful but as a light w'hich 
could not be taken away. 

He next commented upon the contents of the preamble to 
the Bill, and conteiided, that the moft abominable and ty- 
rannous act had always been palled under the pretence of 
making the fubjefts happinefs the ground for the mcafure. 
Other matters were alfo to 'be conlidered in the provilions 
of the a<5l: it was in the power of any one man, by going 
to a meeting, and fpeaking a fewfeditious words, whether ap- 
pofite to the fubject or not, to afford a warrantable rcafon tor 
a jufticc to diftblve the meeting} any man vvhatfuevcr, though 
he be not one who %ncd the notice, or viho called the meet- 
ing; any fpy, (and mag ittrates Had their fpics) with half-a- 
crown ill his pocket might go, and, by littering feditious ex- 
preliions, afford his paymafter the power of putting an end to 
all difeuffion, ahd to the meeting. Hefaid he confidcred the 
law of the land as fully adequate to all the purpofes of good 
government, without the inoroduttion of the prefent meafurc. 
in anjr public meeting, when a breach of ifae peace was com-- 

milted, 
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a l^jftrate, by the iJXifting hw^ ^asf entitled to in- 
terferp; and in his fupportj^'and was authorifed to raife the 
po^i> comitatus^ if necefiaryt aSd alfo bf the riot aft, he had 
jikewife thd power of dli^rijng turtiuicuous auettiWiest 
where then was the neceifiji for introducing a new law, and 
giving a vUa|[^ftab to the COTftitution ? • 

The Solicitor G('neral had obferve^that profecutions had 
little efteol, and aOder that pretendll^' licenfing afts Mr^ 
Erflcine fajd, were * to be introduced. All laws, in all 
governmeins, even the moft defpotic, in their preamble, pre- 
tend to be diftated for the good of the people; and hpwever 
th? Bill and its fupporters might aflume toat pretence, it was 
to be judged by its natural tendency. Was it confonant with 
die fpiric of the cpnftitution, that men met for the beft of pur- 
poses, {houlJ be difpcrfed, if a minifterial fpy thought proper 
to propound Tome point which appeared exceptionable to the 
mag-ftrate? Let gdiulemen confider what the prefent laws 
were by which the conftitution was defended. If it required 
nevjWTanftions, he would willingly join in framing them; he 
would however adapt his remedies* to the difeonfents and dif- 
afFe^iion of the people upon printiples fuited to the nature or 
a free ftaie, and of the nature of our own conftitution. Mr. 
Burke^ whofe talents he reverenced, and who had difplay^ 
his wonderFill powers for years, in, oppolition to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, by a moft unfortunate coincidence of 
opinion, had of late recommended himfelf to his favour; that 
great rnan when fpeaking of the American war wjth all thdfe 
graces of oratory which would carry down his fame to pof- 
terity with that of the faireft produftions of Grecian and . 
man eloquence, had expfeffed himfelf in tefms peculiarly '^- ' 
plicable to the prefent time. His words were thefe: 

** It is wt •very ^ffeuft fir formed Vftnds tc tfb^ndon their stttertf\ hut the 

Jepefratiffn of f anus virtue is (t/t hen Jh d’worfe^ Liberty is in danger of heiug 

made unpopular to ^ngfifipten^ Conten^irtgfpr imagi nary power, ^we begin Co* 

acquire the fpirit of doxtYinationy and to iofe the reltih of hmefi e§^ity* The 
principles of our fipirefatfapts become to us, becaufe we fee them animat-' ^ 
ing tJw prefent opj^oiiti^ of our children. 'The faults ivbich grow , 

Juxurianeikef freedom^ appetm mueb more Jhotlhg to us^ tbAn the bafe 
are^gtnerdted from the roninefi of fervihtde. Accordingly the leaf rtfflanu H 
power appears more inexcufib V in our eyes^ than abufes of . 

*^// dreetd of a funding miltrary force is leobedMp 0 ^ud'‘d fiipirfititats! panic • 

Aame of ebUingf r^i'&treigners and /avages In a cii^^contcft If worn off. We grow 
indhiercht to tht eonfeqvten^rs inevitable to ;Wfelvcs» from the plan of ruling 
half the empire by a merernary fword. We, arc taught to beUeve that'aJiiefire 

Vot, I, 179^ T* t donsanea Uig 
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domineering over our countrymen Is love to our country; and thofe who hate 
civil war abet rebellion ; and that the amiable^ arid conciliatory virtues of lenity, 
moderation, and tendernefs to the privii<$j^M of thofe who depend on this kingdom, 
arc a fort of treafon to the ftatc/' 

' This was not a pompous difplay of theoretical obfervations, 
but a ferics of wilf and political wfledtions, meant to have a 
real and prat^lical coiifequence. 

Gentlemen,” exclaimed Mr. Erfkine, will fee by this^ 
that the word Equality is not a word of new coinage, and in- 
troduced into the dictionary only three years ago, but a word 
of long and ancient uf.ige, and ftamped with the fanclion of 
fijch arf authority as that of Mr. Burke. In my opinion, the 
higher ranks do Til in thus fecrding from the lower. If the 
latter have fwerved from their duly, would it not he better for 
the former to rally them round the principles of the conftitu- 
tion, and lead them back to their J.uty, than thus to make, as 
It were, a 'feparate caufe againil: them ? Let thofe higher ranks 
recollect what mufl: be the certain confequence of any conteft 
between them and the lower ranks. Such a conteft, Jg-am 
fure, I deprecate fincerely ; and it is becaufe 1 fmcerely de- 
precate ir, that I thus wifh*the higher ranks to take it into 
'their moft ferious contemplation. What diftradlion has ft ized 
the houfe. You have faid, that from the convulf-d ftate of 
France you expe£l better terms of peace. Will (he rfbt aft 
in the fame manner with you ? If you give her rcafon to fup- 
pofe that you are convulfed, will fhe not expeft better terms 
of peace from you or account of fuch convulfions ? • Good 
Govi \ beesufe a prince, whofe morals make him dear to every 
man in the nation, was going down to his parliament daring a 
war that has fnatched the bread from the mouths of the poor; 
beeaufe, in the crowd that ftirrounds him, there is one man^ 
mifereant enough to ofter an outrage to that prince ; becaufc, 
I fay, the outrage committed by that one man, and which I 
affirm is punifbable by the ftatutc of Edward 111. is to be 
•charged againft the whole people of England, and we arc to 
be depiived of our moft valuable rights and privileges. As 
there is always a difpofttion to exaggerate events, the French 
will be induced, by our proceedings, to form an idea that a 
wilh^to change the government of the country, and ta intro- 
duce ^uch aconftitution as that of France aftually exifts in 
England, and they will make you fpend twenty millions more 
ill the profecution of the war. 

Ml. Erfkine ^^^entered into a legal argument, to prove 
that the oftcnces recapitulated in the prefent Bill could be 

puniihed 
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puniflied by the exifting laws, and that thofe laws were amply' 
iudicient. ' 

The 13 th of Charles IL was admitted to be the precedent 
of the Bill, butdt tnuft not uo the fame length. Under that 
a<9: fD0,000 perfons might alTemble, and fign any petition to 
the King or the Parliament voluntarily; but the a 6 l prevented 
perions from Hawking about petitions to perfons to figii; 
who might not know that any grievances exifted.- It alfo pro^ 
vided, that not more than ten perfons fliould prefent" any peti- 
tion to the king. It only authorifed magiftrates to interfere 
when an overt aft of tumult took place, or to require f-cufity 
if danger to the peace was apprehended ; but it never prohi- 
bited a meeting to be held; it did not forbid voluntary com- 
munication, hut prohibited tumultuous petitioning: this Bill 
prohibits petitioning upon giicvances which aftual’y exilf. 
An unreformed parliament had been alluded to. The -Jalhguagc 
of the minifter once had been, That we had loft America 
by the corruption of an unreformed parliament; and that we 
ftiould never have a wife and honourable adminiftration, nor 
be freed from the .evils of unnecej^ury vvaf, nor the fatal efFe< 3 |: 
of the funding .fyftem> till a radical reform was obtained*” 
The Righr honourable Gentleman had in that pr^iftion 
fliewn nis prophetic power; for, to fuch,a parliament was 
owing that dcteftahle, ruinous, and deftruftivc w^^r into which 
the honourable Gentleman had plunged the country. The 
Right honourable Genticmati would, however, brand with 
the imputation of fediiion ail who employed the fame language 
that he himfclf once had held, or who cxpiefleu their difeontent 
at the fatal meafures of his adminiftration. That the focieties 
fhould complain of this evil, w£^s furely not to be wondered at. 
T'hough they had complained, he w'ould afk haJ they'railed 
the ftandard againft the conftitution of the country? In 
arguing fliis queftion, he defired not to be anfwcrcd by old 
rhufty records that had been produced on the trials, by 
that mafs of matter which fo wearied the patience of 
every man who was prefent when it was produced, or by 
thole letters which had been read , upon every fubjrft. He 
defired not to be anfwcred by fucH documents ; becaule he' Con- 
tended that, in the trials that had occurred, the ifiUe that had 
been joined was, whether the real obje^ of the focieties wa$ 
a reform in parliament, or whether ihstj was only a p^efetice 
to cover traiterous defigns againft the" conftitution ? The 
Chief Juftice Eyre had alluded to this ifllie in his charge to 
thfe grand jury, when he h^d fat^ If there ground to 
• ^pnfider that the reforrn of parli^mtnt had been a mere co- 

1 t 2 lour 
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lour or pretext laid hold of as a defigr^ againft the government 
of the country, in that cafe he -already ftated what his 
Cjpinion waf upon that luhjeit^j and the only queftion in fuch 
event would be. Whether or not the. matter of fa£i could he 
proved?'' Xhe Chief J'ufl ice had fiiither fiid, tliat if 
^ IfKiations meant nothing more than a redrefs of grievances, 
and to have nothing elfe in view, then ofeourfe no charge could 
fee made againft them.^* The iflue, therefore, wa*, whether 
the real objeft of the focieties was a reform in pa'i litUTicitt, 
or a defign to deftfoy the conftitution? 'T'hs indictment 
againft the prife ners exprefsly charged iht*m With holding a 
convention with a view to depofe the King, and to dc-ftroy 
the conftitution. The jury by acquitting them had decided 
that no fuch dtfign to deftroy tiie conftitution exifted. I'heir 
Verdi<Sl was^not given from- a difagreement with the judge on 
the poi^t of law, but they had founded it on the principle of 
the fadt, that had been allcdgcd, not having been proved. 

He had faid, fccondly, that the cxifting laws were fufficient 
for the punifliment of the ofFcnces recapitulated. in the^prefent 

* ]], becaufe, if perft||i$ affembled for any unlawful purpofe'^, 
>fe aflemblies were unlawful aflemblies, and might be 
P^niChe^d as fuch. ' If there wei;e tumultuous procqedmgs, the 
niagiftrates, under the llatute of Henry IV, (which Lord 
Mansfield, in the’ cafe of Lord George Gordon, held to be 
I|ill in force), taigfet takefureties from fjerfons guilty of fuch 
proceed! ngii^ and niight allemble the c&hltatus to dif- 

peife fuch tumultuous meetings. He therefore contended, 
ihat no ipan could he guilty of aiw of the ovcit avSts that had 
been m6mi0ncd, without being aftecled by the laws as they 
ndw exifted. 

There was, laftly, the Riot Adf, the provifions of which 
were fully fufEcient for the dlfperfing of illegal meetings. 
By the laws as they now ftood, it Wos ncccflary that*a perlbn 
ffeckiid be adtually doing an unlawful adt, in order to fubjeil 
hrrh to punilhmenti rn the cafe of the King againft Boyce, 
it was held, that though the defendant had not been actually 
concerned in the pulling dowp ^f mills, ye^ as he had taken part 
in the meeting of perfons B4feploycd, wavc.d his hat, and 
^^proved of the proceedings, he came within the meaning of 
the a£l, and was held, to be guilty "of felony. On the whole 
view .of the fubjeft ^therefore, Mr. Eilkirie faid, he was 
clearly of opinion that the cxifting laws were, amply fuffi- 
cient ; that they did‘ not require any extcnlion, and that there 
was not the Iea(l netelBty for the j>refent Bill. That Bill he 
felt tb.be a daring .ittack iipdn tbt principles of the conftitu- 
tion : he felt and fawalfo, that minillers, at a time when every 
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thing ihouid be done to reftore harmony and peace to <fae 
country, were adopting naeafures that not only. ^ded to 
produce fuch an effect, but tended to fwdll the fiimof puWte 
grievance, and to lay the foundation for; fjrcfh difeontents ia 
the minds of the||eople. 

Mr. Mithank faid, the riot a£t already authofifed any' 
magiiirate^: mayor, or ihcriiF, to diiper(e any meeting 
coi;ppofed of twelve perfons or more, fuipe£ted of aflemh*it!^ 
for tumultuous purpcfes, and if tfaofe perfims did not immedi- 
ately dilpeffe, when fo commanded, they were goiltyof feiofiy; 
he therefore (hould oppofe the fecond reading of the Bill* 
'J'hc Bill, he feared, might be made ufe of for bad and per- 
nicious purpofes, and fuffer iflany an error to creep into the 
ftate ; and upon.thefe principles, convinced that there was al^ 
ready a ftrong and fatisfadtory tiSiUance to ev^ery probable 
evil, of the nature adverted to in the Bill, by the iawa^^C 
now ilands. After a few words more, Mr. Mllbanlc faid, ho 
would not detain the HoCife any longer, but gave his public 
and decided negative to the queftion. 

Mr. Anjiruthir rofe to reply to feveral parts of hie ho- 
nourable and learned friend’s Speechp ^ who4e of whieii 
he thought had been more labou^lbd in detail than woe 
necelTary in that ifage of the Bill. , (fe faid# his fincere 
was, that the Bill might i^ieet with a full and ample diicuiSoii 
of its merits; and that the Uoufe, alf^/ adverting to the 
circumitanc^ of the ptefent day, and tfm nature of the mea-* 
fure propofed, Ihould fairly and temperately .coojH|3er and db- ^ 
cide whether there exiled a neceffity of any tn^i|t4erence <ia, 
their part; and, if their did exid fuch a nece^ty, tht 

Bill in queftion the proper ftep to be taken. 

The honourable, and learned geiulcinerv , who, fpoke lalft 
but one (Mr. ]&r{k,ine). had attempted to trace the BtU up to 
a general fyftcm of feparating the rich from the poor, if 
the former were in battle array againft the lacter. I'o 
this he muft give Hie moil dire<St and unequivocal contradic- 
di£lion; on the contrary, be would aflert, that there was af- 
fociations formed of all dalles of |>eople, for the. ftippreffion of 
Jacobins and Jacobin princifilel^l and that tlie wealthy aAd; 
higher orders were, in coi^undibn with the lower, ft^iuiiiliiig ^ 
forward equally in defence of the great mais / 

againft the dliljbmination and progrefa of mifchievous,pifii^^ 
pies which threatened to deftroy all radks, and bury the^ In. 
Oiie common ruin. 1 be fame Gentiemar; had laid itltm 
down as a fundamental propofttion, that the' liberty of the fub« 
je£t was uken away by the be^ufe, whte the hwpfo* 

bibited : 
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hibited any thing, it prohibited at the fame time every man- 
ner of dc^g it ; hence inferring the converfe of the propofi- 
tion, that what it permitt;ed, was permitted in everyway; 
and therefore, in reftraining the right of public meetings in 
any way, the principle was To far violated. Ik anfwer to this 
Mr. Anftruther faid, he ipuft take the liberty of declaring 
that the learned gentleman wlis miftaken ; for though no- 
thing was clearer than that the law prohibited every manner 
cf doing that which was forbidden, yet the inverfe of that 
propofition couk} never be maintained, that, what it permitted 
it allowed to be done in every manner. In proof of which he 
referred the Houfe to the very ^lU depending, where public 
meetings were permitted with certain formularies, but were 
forbidden without them. Honourable and Learned Friend 
bad, ncvcrthelefs, contend^, that a lawful could never 
bCfidonc in an unlawful manner, and Teemed to found his op^ 
pplition to the Bill on that general argument, maintaining, 
that it was an abridgment of the hitherto acknowledged li- 
berties of the country. 

The major propofition was not only invalid, but his ho- 
nourable and' IcamCfJ friend^s minor was fo likewife ; the 
bavirtg never before ueen in a fimilar predicament 
to the prefent, canfeqpeiitly, could nor before require that 
adridgment. SuppOfil^ for amoiyiriSt that the Bill were an 
abridgment of tb<ec|i^||^ies of the people, no precedent of the 
‘ fame eiFedt co^ld belated, beOaufe fimilar cAfe could be 
inftanccd. honourable' and learned friend had alfo 

feid, thal;'4h#Dill would take away all right of petition, he- 
caufe twip^rnagiftratev,, in the. exercife of the d^retion in- 
ve^d in them, might difperfe the meeting previous to its 
deliberation or rcfoluttohs, on trivial, caprictous^and unfound- 
ed grounds, and yet was not liable to be. called jpo account for 
fo doing. I he honourable and learned gentleman was 
. here again miftaken ; becaufe, in this cafeji^ in any other, 
abufe of power, m^giftrates would be to account and'^ 

piinifhment, \^^tbey (hould prefume to dMperfe any public 
meeting witllo^lfair, reafonaUe, and goodlgrounds. 

His honourable and kardlfd^iend had, Mr. Anftruther 
^ferfed, attempted to faften a editUradididn on his Honour-^ 
able and learned friend (the Sclicitor O^ncial) who main- 
.ta'^ned that the Bill w^^not.only confiitent with the liberty 
^f:ibe people, but thatW;^ifotefted and preferved that liberty^ 

, TfEis he thought perfei^y reconcilable, when fairly ftated, 
inasmuch as the Bill left eV^ry ufeful and conftitutional li- 
hetiy untouched^ and oaty renrained the pernicious excels ' 
' ■. .4'. - ' and 
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and abufe of it. Mu^h ftrefs, be remarked, had been laid 
on the novelty of the meafure, imd it had been roundly aflert- 
ed> that it was unknown to the conftitution ; he wi/hed to 
remind the Houfe, that nevv circumftances muft always orrigi- 
nate new meaftrres in every legifiature, that was watchUil, 
and did it its duty ; he denied that it was unknown in princi- 
ple, and allerted, that at all times the conftitution con* 
tained a principle of exertion adequate to every emergency, 
and its own protection in particqlar. The genera! ^principle 
was to allow as much liberty as was confiftent with its owri 
fecurity, and the real welfare of the fubjeCl • but the aClual 
quantum had often fluctuated in the courfe of our hiftory, 
as emergencies arofe. The patute of Treafons, fo much re- 
lied on, the 25th of^Edward III, exprefsly fays, that when 
new cafes arife, recourfe muft be had to parliament and ia 
later times, particularly fince the reign of Elizabeth, parlia* 
ment had interfered in chafes, much more fimilar than was 
generally imilgined j they had enaCled laws to condemn dan- 
gerous tenets, and annexed penalties. 'Fhis was always done 
where powerful and aClive parties attempted to carry dangA* 
ous opinions into practical effeCf. It vyas to be recollected, 
that thefe laws were made folely frami^mbtives bf politi^l^ 
prudence, unconnected with moral guilt. What moral 
fence was it, for example, to deny thef , King’s title to s the 
crown, or tp call him. a heretic ? Hiftwy had Ihewn, that 
thefe opinion^ were cmineCted with ; very wide^ and deep- . 
rooted practical confequences, and thercfoie tltey were cpli^,^ 
demned, forbidden, and made penal m the mgheft degrdlj'' 
I T'he fame prudent' policy of our ancefters had gone fur^ir, 
and had Fooked to the connexion of fuch tcaets with ^e 
power and difpofttion of foreigti ftates, an^ relaxed or 
ftrengthened their meafures accordingly. ; 

Jn the reigns of Charles IL Wiiliaoi HI. * and George I. . 
frequdnt inftanccs of this interfcreftce were to be fqund.. The 
meafurc was* therefore, in principle, direClljr warranted ly 
precedent and experience. The fe verity of t^f.puhifhmenip 
had alfo been #ted as bbjedftioos^e ; but in thf cafes alluded, 
to, eqbai if not greater ieverfly was to be found. If; 
had not been preciiely fuch a Bill, it was bccauf'e no 
cife evil ever exifted bifore; but through the whqle collet; 
of hiftory, we faw the Parliament at times meetlng cve^i j^isiir '' 
evil with new lav^, and By fo doing our anceftots 
down the principle, and given us the example. In the rcigii 
^bf Edward VR a more IcVere a£t was palled^ and tb; it we 
owe the prefer vatioh of tht reformed religion ih our church’i 



I^ODFALt’S PAULI \MENTARYJtFPORTS. [CommwI 

Py vi 4 iich any perfon whoctrcubted hauRCl^^bills, which brought 
^ meeting together, who entered mto rcfoluiions inimical to 
' the reformed religion, or Called a meeting together by founr- 
ing a crumpet, even though he abfented himtelf fiom the 
meeting, was aniwerable for every thing which was done 
theie, and liable to the penalties of high treafon, if any tiling 
treafonable pafled at fuch mccimg% fo convened. What iie 
vrcpld be glad to know, would the honourable gentlcnmi 
n^an to by his argument, that, when rcbclhou*? and 

civil wars exifled, no fuch harfh meafuics were adopted ? Pid 
be mean, that we fhould wait foi fuch an event to apply a re- 
medy ? Should we watt to fee the calamitous feenes which 
|tefled in France rc-afled here ? Should we wait until a mild 
, laid amiable monarch (honld be kd to the block ? or, flioiild 
we n«t prevent fuch threatened e\ils by a timely and tempe- 
fate interfi fence ? Ought government to abdicate itfclf, by 
pem\itting the dcfigns of faSious men to ovcrthiow the con-* 
dilution ^ 

He quoted (he fpeech of the Spcakei\ prcdecefibr to his 
Mkje/hy upon pa/fing the a<fl to preient tuinultiiou<5 peticion- 
kig, wherem he traced the footfteps of rebellion and itgicide, 
imd defcribed tne evils of'ftdition, as pouring upon the 
eouncry, like the Waye^ of the ocean, from the moft humble 
to the outrageous afi^ diegal demands. He 
hoped that we had iw occafion for a repetition of ih fe kenc , 
but we (hoiild have wifdoni encughTo profit by the example 
ub^dy pafled^ii Thd cjueftion, hbwever, really was, did there 
oxlft a ncce^firy for the Bill ? To thofc who faw no danger 
the psopagatioh dfthe tenets pf the focieties, fooffcen alluded to 
in die courfe oi the difoulTion ; to thole who thought there was 
ai^thinj^ewfnmpropcrin me(^ting 5 ,the avowed objedl of which 
Iverit 9ifcuf}ion% and fpecches, tending to defame and de- 

J ralii the cohfiitution, the parliament, and the king ; to tiiofe 
e WCUlid not addrefs hinifelf : but would afk the bulk of the 
was a period in which a queftion 
was the manner the prefent queftion was dif- 

cuffing i Wini refpe£t tp thd pIKUment, drawn %y his honour- 
learned friend, fromkhe char^ of the judge, and the 
of the juries, on the trials *oT^tiie fuppofed confpira- 
he would only faVji, that the ;^nding of the grand jury 
" I a proof of the exiltmce of the confpiraty, while the ver- 
ts the jun« went only to the exculpation of individuals 
jpged With being accomplices 5 it would thertffore be abliiid 
f 'bwh to fay, thaethey miift ftop from applying remedies 
1 Sift, btcauk the guilt of an individual was not efta- 
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bliiHed; for the office of a legiflator was governed by very 
different principles from that of a juror. With regard to the^ 
confpiracy, the moral probability remained the fame, and the 
verdids of the juries did not at all impeach the report of the 
fecret committee. 

Could the houfe poffibly forget the tranla£l:ions of the 
.London Correfponding Society ? Had it efcapcd gentle- 
mens recollection, that they had formerly decided not to pe- 
tition Parliament ; that they reprefented the government and 
conilitution merely as impofitions and grievances on the pub* 
lie ; that they were chjefly employed in diffeminating writ- 
ings fubverfive of both ; and that on the murder of Louis the 
Sixteenth, they addreU’ed the National Convention, faying, 
that that unhappy country i^ad arrived at the criiis in which 
they could properly addrefs them ? 

I'hey came at length, it feeined, to a refolution to petition 
the king in his way to Parliament. In the courfe of his paffage 
there, he was groisly infulted, and treated with atrocious vio- 
lence. It had been contended, and he was willing to admit, that 
there was no legal connection between the previous meeting 
and the outrage committed on thatoccafion ; but there was a 
high degree of probability that the one proceeded from the 
other, riicre was, in fa6t, a natural connection between 
the principle avowed and difperfed at that meeting, and the 
fail that followed. Whether or no the paper intitled King- 
killing was efpoufeAand circulated at that meeting, Jaco- 
bin principles were . ailerted to the utmofl extent^ and the 
former dodtrine was only an inference from them. 

So far had they carried their principles, that they even 
found fault with the government of France, as not being fuf- 
fiCLcntly Jacobinical, fince it admitted a dillinition between 
thofe who had propert)' and thofe who had none ; a diftinc- 
tion which Mr. Tbelwall had publicly declared to be infa^ 
mous\ and regretted that he had not the voice of Stentor to 
make himlclf heard in every part of the affembly. They 
came to a refolution at the meeting to petition the king, and 
addrefs the nation. The petition npt having been noticed, 
they declared afterwards, th^t it was either fuppreffed or paf- 
fed over with unfeeling contempt. The firft alternative re- 
lated obvioufly to miinfters, wnnm they charged with Ae 
new offence of high treafon againft tho rights <^and Kbertied 
of the people. ’The other alternative related as clearfy to bis 
majefty, whom they pronounced unworthy of reipeS, if fae 
did not attend to the happinefs and liberty of bis people) and 
then infinuated that he had betrayed his truft. The confit* 
VoL. L 1795. U u quence 
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quence of thefe conditions and arguments was obvious, and 
led to the more dangerous effeds. Such arguments to a 
mixed meeting of 40,000 perfons, could produce nothing 
but ill humour, and excite difloyalty and ticafon. 

Mr. Anftruther read an extract from one of tlic publica- 
tions of the fociety, in which they declare, ** TIiat the only 
powerful, but folitary, argument in favour cf our conftitu- 
tion, was the virtues of the monarch, of which they, howt ver, 
had not experienced the benefits.” 

Hence Mr. Anftruther argued, that the prefrnt circum-* 
ftances called loudJy tor fome legiflativo interference ; it re- 
inained, therefore, to enquire, whether the Bill befoie the 
houfe was fuch a one as they ought to adopt under the pr Tent 
circumftances ? The ad would not, he fald, prevent any 
public meeting called by fherifFs, magiftrates, or corporations; 
the principal, if not the only meetings antiently, pii: lickly, and 
hitherto known to, or recognized by, the conftitution. It 
even authf riled others, under certain conditions, if notice be 
given by rh xc houfeholders. That notice, indeed, muft lie 
public ; but not as his honourable and learned friend had 
ibated, given to a magiftrate ; the ad contained no fuch fpe- 
^ific condition. They muft, befides, further afiign the objed ; 
and what reftraint was it to the known conftitutional meet- 
ings of the country, to enad that it Ihould not he held if the 
objed was, on the face of it, feditious ? 'I'hc magiftratc 
might, however, difperfc it, if, for whatfoever oftenfiblc 
cairfe it was called, the deliberations, or refoluiions, became 
feditious ; they well knew that, under many fair pretences, 
luch as parliamentary reform, or i cdrefs of grievances, (edi- 
tion, and even treafon, have been the main objed of atten- 
tion ; it was necefTary therefore to provide that, however often- 
fible and fair the pretence for the meeting, it (hould not de- 
generate from it’s avowed purpofe. 

One of the claufes prc^hibitcd political ledures where money 
was taken ; this was meant, and furely properly meant 10 check 
the pernicious pradticcs ofdiflennnating (edition under the im- 
fufpediog garbofamufemciu and mftrudion. At thefe places the 
dodrine o{ holy infurn dion and fovereignty were blended with 
amufement; but, in endeavouring to reftrain thefe new-f«ngled 
occupations, it was ftrange robe reproached with limiting the 
oldcuftoms and eftabliflied ufages of the country. To clubs 
and meedngs fuch as tfiefe, and not to the ancient defpotifm, 
France had owed all its miferies, as had been to often al- 
ledged. The government of France, and ail its orders, were 
yielding and conforming; and till thefe clubs were inilituted, 

all 
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all was profperous and amicable. For thefe reafons he 
heartily approved of the Bill, and would give it his decided 
fupport. The principle and pradice of it were to be traced 
in the conftitution, and, in the prefent circumftances, fafls 
were to be found th it called for its application. 7 'he Rill 
was befides as remediable and as litile ohjcdtionable as poflible. 
It tended to fruftratc the machinations of the aifjive and def^ 
piii atc few, who fought to raife thcmfelves on the luin of their 
co\nit.ry ; and when the feafon of calm reflexion and confi- 
dence came, the bulk of the people, he was perfuaded, would 
regard it, as he did, as a meafure timely adopted and wifely 
dcvifcJ, to prott'^cf them from their enemies, and fecure the 
coiilUtutioii under wliich they had fo long profpered, 

Mr. Hatrifon laid, he would not aticmpt to endeavour 
difprovc the coniiedion between the meetings of the London 
Correfponding ibcicty and the late flagitious violence to his 
Majefty, lell he Ihould be :u-CounteJ feditlous, and one of the 
enemies good order. He abiiorred as much as any maii 
the outrage conimlttcJ on the perfon of his Majelty, and 
wiQied the perfons guilty of it to be brought to puniibment j 
he r-everrhelefs could not confent to implicate bodies of men 
in the atrocious traniadions of a few individuals | he hoped 
and trufted that they werd few who were guilty of fuch an 
of extraordinary viotence, which he did not confider as a 
premature aCl, but a violence dictated by , the fudden impiilfe 
of the moment on fome infatuated peribns. The prcfliire 
of difircires occafioned by the war, together with the 
high price of corn and other provifions, had produced ill- 
tcfnper, and a difpofition, among the lower claflbs throughout 
1 1C country,which, in a moment f ma Jners, might prompt fome 
of them to makefu derperate|^n attempt : the way to prevent the 
repetition of fuch Crimes, was not, however, in his opinion, 
by acts of unexampled fcverlty, but by giving them a peace, 
and putting mcal'ures in fuch a train that die ir di ft relies might 
fubfide. if t^ic ncccflity for further laws could bi^ clearly and 
fatisfaclorily proved, no man would be more ready than him- 
felf to promote them ; but, from what he had heard, it had 
not Deen ihewn that the prefent laws were defective j on the 
contrary, the crown lawyers themfclves had proved them to 
be fufficient. If the law of treafon did not apply in the ordir 
nary cafes alluded to during the difv.uirion of this Bin,*t:be per-' 
fons who OifcJidcd might he adequ. ti ly puniflied byj^e law 
of mifdemeanor. inftcad of provinr.’; tnat there was any de- 
fect hi the law, as it now C3citte<i, the gentlemen in the exe- 
cutive government, appeared to him to iuve Ihcwn their neg- 

U u z 
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gle£i, their inattention^ and inability, in not preventing the 
commiiGon and the repetition of the evils they complained of ; 

. in fadf, wherever they began to inftitute a remedy, it was evi- 
dent that th^ had been guilty of feme error before it was 
brought to cfic£l. Were there any iieceffity to prevent fedi- 
tion, he feared the prefent Bill would have a contrary cftcil ; 
becaufe it was impoffible for the magiftrate to have any pow- 
erful authority over a large meeting, without the afliftance 
of the military force, which was a remedy at all times danger- 
ous,' and only fit to be applied to in cafes of extremity. When- 
ever there had been a ncceffity to apply to the military of late, 
to the great credit of the officers and men, he was happy to 
be able to fay, that it had been ufed with much moderation ; 
but be feared that refiftancc on the one hand, and pique on 
the other, might one day produce fatal confcijuenccs, and then 
the foldicrs might be afFedlcd with a contrition the next day, 
when it might not be altogether fafe for government to de- 
pend on the caprice of the military. Let them look to the Pre- 
torian guards,and thence take a view of the Roman empire, to the 
Janiflaries among the Turks, at different periods of hiftory, and 
the various fudden revolutions which the foldiers have effedted 
in all military countries. Should tliis Bill once pafs, there would 
bean end of all freedom of debate^ an end of enquiry into the 
conduA of mlniffers, and an end of every means of obtaining 
redrefs of grievances from the executive government. The 
miniffer would nb longer have to call for that blind confidence 
which had been fo repeatedly demanded of late, and fo im- 
prudently given; he would be in the fulleff polTeffion of 
every fpccies of authority to enforce whatever a 61 s he pleafed 
to introduce and get pafied. The confidence which had been 
given to him, had led to the wafte of fo much blood and 
treafure ; and if we continued thie war, ajfd continued to de- 
prive the people of the only bleffings they enjo)S we fliould go 
on, from extreme to extreme, till, inflead of quelling our ene- 
mies abroad by famine, we fliould, by famine and oppreffion 
at home, pt!c;^Oke the people to adlual rebellion. He there- 
fore protetted' publickly againft the Bill, becaufe he could not 
bear to fee thofe^ principles ripped up by the roots on which 
the government had fo long ftood and flouriflied. 

A^rningtofi (aid, that the circumftances which con- 
ftituted |he ncceffity for th^^refent meafure, and the applica- 
bility and competency of the meafure to the urgency of the 
cafe, ftruck him fo forcibly that he was furprifed fo much 
diiFetence of opinion had arifen upon it; ho would therefore 

endeavour^ 
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endeavour, not R^ithout hope£ of fuccefs, to explain it dif- 
ttnflly to the houfe. 

The whole fcope of the caferefolved itfclf in his mind into 
three diftinit heads of confideration. 7'he firft wa^, did there 
cxift an evil of magnitude fulEcient to call for fome remedy ? 
Next, was there power in the law, as it flood, adequate 
<to the evil? And, thirdly, was the Bill under connder- 
ation competent to meet the evil, or did it exceed the degree 
of power neceflary for that purpofe ? On the fecond an4 
third of thefe queftions much had already been faid ; he would 
therefore confine himfclf to the firll chiefly ; and he hoped to 
make it appear, that there was not to be found, in the whole 
records of hifiory, any one cafe that called fo' loudly for the 
interfiererice of parliament. Much difference of opinion re- 
fpedling the meetings lately held had prevailed, and the out- 
rageous aflault on that part of the conftitution which the houfe 
was particularly called on to guard and protecSl. Upon this 
gentlemen had fpoken, each, according to the imprefllon hts 
mind had received, and eacbl referring to a caiife corro^ 
pondent to that impreflion. One honourable gentleman had 
faid, that it was an accidental outrage. * I^etthe houfe con- 
fider w'hether it would he poflible to perfuade the nation^ 
that the fovereigii was infultcd, and perfonally affaulted in 
his way to Parliament by^laccident, or, in other words, with- 
out caufe or motive. vSentlcmen had correSed themfelves, 
and faid, that it was not owing to accident, but to a plot of 
the government, in order to propagate an opinion of the dU- 
loyalty of the imtion. 

In contradiction of thofe two fuppofitlon', fomc gentlemen 
had faid, (and fer that purpofe entered into a critical analyfis 
of the King’s Speech,} that minifters had endeavoured to 
prove that tUe loys^lw of the nation was never fo high as atpre- 
fent, as if they w* determined to contradrCt their firft, fe-, 
cond and third aflertiohs. At the fame moment they had fur- 
ther declared, that it was owing neither to accident nor to 
a plot of gover nment, but to the feelings of the people, irri- 
tated by an unfuccefsful war, and a fcarcity of bread. On 
thefe different affertions, Icofe and contradiClory as they were, 
he would fay but few words. An honourable gentleman had 
afked, did it ever before happen, that the fecred perfoa of the 
fovereign was fo outraged ? 'I'o this he w'ould anfwer, that 
if it never did happen before, if the minds and eharaClcr of the 
people were fo changed and brutalized, was not the houfe to 
look for fomc other caufc, and enquire what that dark motive 
could be, that armed the people a.zainft their fovereign ? And 

w^ould 
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would not that enquiry lead them, by natural and obvious 
fteps, to thofe focietics, whofe exiftcnce, even the fcepcicifm 
of the warmefl- oppofers of the Bill could not deny^ and whofe 
wliole tranfaftions were obvioufly founded on principles that 
led diredtiy to the adi aheady commemorated. 

His lordfliip faid, he would not refer to former proceed- 
ings or the report of the fecret committee, nor would he ad<* 
Vert to the trials of the fuppofed confpirators, but would con- 
tent himfelf with intreating the houl'e to recolleft, what the 
principles of thofe focicties had been, fimply as matters of 
iacl) and what their own opinions reipedting them 
tile beginning of the year I7g5> when they renewed the fuf- 
penfionof the Habeas Corpus a£l. Having defired gentlemen 
to keep thefe points continually in memory, he would further 
beg their attention while he took a vcw of the tranfaflions of 
the focieties fince that time; as they canie under the obfer- 
vation, not only of himfelf, but of every one, and were taken 
f|pm authority not to be doubted; their own writings and 
publications. 

At the conclufion of laft fefflion, his lordfliip faid, he had 
hopes that what had happened in France, the mifehiefs which 
had arifen to the people of that country, ftom the wild prin- 
ciple that every individual had a t^ht to fhare in the fovc- 
retgnty, and thatJt a violatioii.^i6f that right to ndnut of 
aiiy qualification of property in eleftion ; that the dreadful 
caatfiplcs of the bad confequenccs arifing to all, even to the 
loweft orders of the people of that unhapf>y country, from that 
principle, and (to ufe the words of the detcft^blc Robdpierre) 
from the defpotifm of liberty, ” would hav^Jsad feme influ- 
ence on ihe minds of people, and prev<*nted the faithcr pro- 
grefe of the fame ruincus principles aiggng them ; that it 
would have occurred to them, how very tm of all thofe who 
rofe from the dregs of focicty, and rioted in the biooil and 
treafure of the nobility and gentry of France, had come to 
fuch an end as to leave them juii objedlis of envy ; how many 
of them followed each other to the fcaftbld, immediately on 
the heels of thofe they murdered ^ and how many of thofe 
who dted ,;! violent death fufFcrcd in their , memory ; how 
many' that fipod at the higheft pinnacle of elevation on one 
day^ were hurried on the next to the guillotine. He had 
f^id, that ihefe glaring cBcdis of the French revo- 
nmon would have brought Jfo the minds of thofe who were 
engaged; in deep adventures here, that, though fuch men 
have ateoiporary profperity, that profperity muft iic- 
be jfistOjfc, and that ibpir fall would be more rapid 

« than 



17.] WOODFALI/S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 

than their rife- Full fraught with thefe hopes, he had given 
his allent to fufFering the expiration of the a£l for fufpending 
the Habeas Corpus aft ; but moft grievoufly was he difep- 
pointed in his hopes; for he found that the Parliament was 
I'carcely prorogued, before thofe focieties again recommenced' 
their former pra6I:ices upon the public mind, with increafed 
aftlvity, and additional vigour; fo far from being deterred 
by the awful and formidable examples which France af* 
forded them in the fucceflive cutting off of her fucccflivc 
ufurpers, they flattered thcmfelves that they fliould rather have 
the good fortune of thofe few demagogues who had efcaped ^ 
the guillotine^ than the fate of thofe who had fallen viftims to 
their unjuftifiable ufurpation, and difproportionate ambition ; 
again held general meetings, and again developed their dc^ 
figns in publications, which ftated ‘^that they had fuffered a 
ftorm; that their vcflel was endangereJd, but now had put to 
fea with greater profpeft of fuccefs than ever ; that they had 
the fatisfaftion to fee their principles aftivcly propagating 
among their countrymen ; and that their numbers multiplied 
at the rate of 150 new members in a week, and fometimes 70 
or 80 in a day.’* It feems as if the whole of th^ Britifh na-» 
tion were convened on this extraordinary occasion ; for, upon 
their own declaration, they had renewed their fyftem, and 
increafed the means of propagating their doftrines. They 
had told the people what they were to expeft from inertnels, 
and what from fupplication, and exclaimed, **How long, O 
foolifh countrymen, will you call upon Hercules !** The 
meaning of which was eafy to be underflood* 

His lordihip faid, that he mull again requeft gentlemen to 
keep conllantly in their view, the principle difclofed by thofe 
focieties previous to the fafpenfion of the Habeas Corpus aft. 
I'hat principle was adhered to with additional zeal, and the 
fpirit of enforcing it was fo far. encreafed, that the houfe 
would find thefe focieties criticiling and condemning the con- 
ftitutioii of France as an imperfedt Ivflem ; inaimuch as the 
principle of equality had been aban doned ; becaufc, in the 
formation of that conftitution, property had been made a ne- 
cefl’ary qualification in eleftors, and the right of unUniited 
univerfal fuffrage had been abandoned. The better to carry their ' 
plans into execution, they aftefted to adopt a pacific fyftem, de- 
claring, as their refoiutions ftated,“ That they did not mean to 
demand rights with arms, but by certain meafures, in fuch a 
nature, that the Iloufe of Commons mu/i accede to them $ 
and that if any d^ipaired of obtaining a reform, and looked 
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for that to riot, they would tel! them, that it \v^ not riot 
that could bring about that revolution which every one mujl wijh 
fofn^ This pacific fyftem, however, was only 10 be coii- 
rimicd, provided the parliament would voluntarily fubrait to 
the abiurd and extrwgant doctrines of univerfal fuffrage and 
annual parliaments, which was neither more nor kfs than a 
complete furrender of the conftitution. The ignorance of 
the lower cbfres of the people, who, through prejudice and 
bad habits, ft ill iiurfcd and cherifticd a regard for artificial 
Jiftinftions, which they propofed in time to remove, thefe now 
fegiflators flated to be the prop of the conftitution ; and this 
V ^norance they propofed to remove, in order that the con- 
Sitution might fall and this happy accomplilhment, this 
general illumiivation, they declare, is only to be effected by 
cheap publications, circulated in different channels to 'the 
people, the expcnccs of which were to be defrayed Iroin rhe 
jTCvenue of rhe fociety, and any pcrfori who chofe to take up 
the trade of a bookfeller, and tiffift in the publication of them, 
was to be encourag!>d. His lordlhsp faid, he would Ihew the 
koufe what fort of light this illumination threw around them ; 
and in doing fo, he would fpeak of time focietics concerned 
in this negotiation j the I.ondon Correiponding Sociery, the 
Society of the Friends ot Liberty, and the London Reform- 
ing Society. He aftlired them, he ^would not quote a fii^gle 
word but from books fold by the printers and bookfcllers ot 
Aofe focieiies^ printers and ' bookfellers not only employed, 
but recommended by them, and called patriot bookfellers ; in 
whofehands, moreover, the peiition of the meeting at Copen- 
bagen^houfe was left for the purpofe of receiving fignatures. 
ITic tenor of the books from wnich he quoted, was neither 
l»ore nor lefs than to excite the poor to feize the lauded pro- 
perty of tlK kingdom ; to ftir up the fcldiery to mutiny ; to 
ifegrade and deoafe the naval and military chaucters, and 
ftgmatizc every naval and military fuccefs as a misfortune ; 
tbreprefenttbe adminiftraiion of juftice as corrupt from its very 
loAirce, arid^tbe judges as venal ami 1 11 flu need by the king 
Sind his m^Ifters ; to mark the nubility as a degraded race, ai;d 
40 invite the people to ftrike them from their feats 3 to repre- 
fent monarchy as a burthen, and an hereditary monaichy as 
iifelefs,. abfurd, and founded on falfe principle:-, and to take 
every opportunity of ridiculing the perfon of our fovereigin 
with the moft immoderate licentioufiicfs ; to recommend rigi- 
cidcy as be would prefcntly undertake to fltew, to blafpheme 
^ tl^ jfcripturcs, and revile religion, ai, acceflarics to the fyftem 

which 
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which they xondemn aliniinous, opprclEve, and corrupt i 
and laftly, to decry the e^^ablifh^ church and conftitution, 
till they had wrought the. people to that pitch of frantic rage, 
that would inevitably end in their piiiMih^ ^own the pillar of 
the ftate, and burying the whole fabrick iPh one undiftijiguifli-- 
able mafs of ruin. ■ 

His lordfliip proceSded to read the publications alluded to 
in elucidation of the propofitions before ftatfed ; and firft, he, 
read from a pamphlet, that the landed property of the co’un- ' 
try was originally got by conqueft, or by encroachment oh 
the property of the people ; and as thofe public robbers^ who 
had fo obtained its poireflion,.had fliewn no* moderation in the 
«le of it, it would' not be fit to negleft the precious oppor- 
timity of recovering their rights. A few hearty fellows, 
\wh arms, &c* might take pofleffion of the whole ; a par- 
ticular committee be appointed to receive it,: all the pc^ef* 
fors be 'called upon* to deliver up to that committee their 
writings and documents, in order to be burned ; and the 
owners be made to difgorge the laft payn>^nt pf their tenants, 
in order to form a fund for good citizenti tnd if the arifto-^ 
cracy arofe in refifiance, let the people be firm,’ and dilpatch * 
them, cutting them off root and branch.’* . This; his lord- 
Ihip.obferved, was publiihcd^liiy a hookfeUff and printer, at 
whole houfc the Copenlyigen-houfe petitioxj:'^ cf the 1 2th of 
November lay tb be figned. ;; , 

One pailiigc more his Iqrdlhip thought it itccefTary tq r^d^ 
as it contained a direSf. meitement to regicfde* It wa$, 4 'defi- ; 
nition of a guillotine, An inftrument (|(s' ^ey called Ijc) of > 
rare invention. As it is thecuftom, (obie^e, faid hi| lord- 
lliip, the levity and even ribaldry, mixed cruelty, and 
recommendation of Crime, that has difirhguilhed ail the 
French revolutionary writings,) as it is the cuftom to decapi- 
tate and not bang kings, it is proper to have this inftra- 
ment ready, to make death cafy to them, fuppodi^g a neceC- 
fity of cutting them off. This inftrument is ,u^d Only for 
great malefa&ors, fuch as kings, bilhops, and prlicii^^iniffers* 
England and France have had^Jt^ir regular tdrns in exe- 
cuting their kings; France did it%ff, &c. 6:c. and in 
clufion, faid his lordfliip, Ankcr/lrocm ^ud Damiens^ the tWo 
regicides, arc held up to the reverence humankind.” 
too, is from a printer, given to the publ|c.by the focieties, in 
of patriotic printers. ' ■* 

{Name him^ name him^ came from all parts of thehPttfe*] 
CiiiiLen Lee, faid his Lordfliip. 

VoL. L 1795, Xu Wjia^, 
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, What, continued his lordfliip, iim the houfc now fuppofe 
. !s the tendency of this pacific fyftem, this bloodltfs conqueft ? 
lir, would it not be fippofed^ that, , inflead of being the pro- 
duflion of Engiifhmeii, this foul, nioft foul treafon— [//tvvr / 
tear ! from the opp^itc fide.] 

I do nbt fay, continued liis lordfliip, that if brought in the 
judgment of a courts it would be decided to be treafon : but 
% will maintsiin, that the heart that uttered it was the heart 
.of as foul a traitor as ever raifcd the dagger of a parricide. 
It isTnot even Englifli treafon^ — ^No, fir. It is all French 
treafon. Would not one rather fuppofe that I was reading 
the bloody page of Marat, or the fanguinary code of Robel- 
piefre, than the produdipn of an Engliftman. K)n his own 
. knowledge, his lordfliip (aid, he could ventuie to ftate, un- 
equivocally, that a produ<fiion entitled and ano- 

ther,^ the Reign of George the Laji^ were fold at Copen- 
hagen-houfe. Under fuch impre/fions as thefe, did the per- 
fons aflembled go there to diRufs political »fubjecl;s ? I'here 
the prefent fcarcity was attributed, not to failure of crops, 
but to parliamentary corrdfption. His lordfliip wiftied the 
boufe'to confide/ what the cfFedl of fuch topics on minds 
fo prep^ed muft^jjiayc^ been. This was not all that had pafled. 
The people Were tjl^ght that, they had no hope left from le- 
giflative or executive powers, but that they were to look to 
themfelvcs alone;/ fince they could hope for no red refs 
from the ,cpnftituted authorities. His lordfliip deferibed the 
outride, on hi^ Majeftv at the time he was paffing to his par- 
liament. in colour^ Cldculated to make a foucible imprefilon on 
the mind ; a which, at another time, had been finely 

deferibed by Right Honourable PViend, (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) as peculiarly gratifying, becaufc it was 
the furtft pledge of the order and > harmony of the 

One circumflance more remained to be mentioned, whith 
wiasv shat iivfeen all the nation was in confternation and hor- 
^ Tor at thisiWent, a printer had the audacity to pubtifli a libel, 
in which Mife whole of fhc circumflances were mifreprefented, 
to excite the ridicule and.jgjbtempt of the people. He left it 
to the cOnfideration of ^hi&floqfc to dctenviiiie from ihcfc in- 
difputabie and peace;^lc fa£ls wheiijcr there was not a pl.iin, 
pbvious, and clear ,c|mnexion between the fociciics and that 
' Outrage. It had faid, that this w^as a libel upon En- 
l' gliflimen, who have,b<s^n educated in raticnal frcccioiu, and 
i^Coqld never be fo loft fenfe of ihcir intereft as to violate 
^bjkllings they enjoy. 'Would the Honourable Gentle- 
who afi'erted this, deny that other free nalion‘' have 

fuflered 
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fuffercd by the difiemihfitipn of thefe do-^rines, that America, 
and more particularly Geneva, were not injured by them ? 
Be it remembcTcd that revolutions are frequent with re* 
publican governments j in Geneva, ;it was true, that fuefx 
evils were Icfi likely in confcquencc of their habics of order 
and religion. The only revolution wbteh bad, been marked 
with blood there, and where the priefts were murdered, was 
the late one. A celebrated authorl(dlvernoi$) 0>'aking 
ujton this fubjedt, had well exprefleJ himfelfithit the Gene- 
vefedid but touch thepoifon, an i their hearts were corrupted. 
T['he fmallncfs. of the numbers who entertained thefe opinions 
w^as alfo an objedlion ; but let the Honoura'de Gentleman 
recoil c(Sf, that the number of thofe were fmali who accom- 
pliffacd the French revolution, who bro'^ght about the maf- 
iacres of the lOth of Auguft and ^d of September ; and they 
were fmall loi? in their pumbers w'ho caufed the commotions 
in Geneva. Would you, he afleed, becaufe the cortftitutions 
of the people in England are ftrong, feed them with poifon? 
His lordlhip declined entering on the difeu/fi >n of the remaining 
points; he naJ bovievor felt himfclf bound,. by his duty to the 
houfe ajui to the public, to finite thus math; and he left it to 
others, wh ) were bleffed with i>etterhpakj>anJ more vigour, to 
deal with vlic other parts of the fu^etSi. 

Mr. ShcrUJan faiJ, it had not been his intention to take 
part In the debate ; ht had propofed to lekve ft to gentlemen' 
who were better prepared, and who might not yet have had 
an opportunity of delivering their opinions. Some things, 
however, had fallen from the noble, lord* upon which it was 
impoiBble for hiip to remain filenr ; altttaugh he co^W neither 
pretend to the talents pr the abiVny of poble lard to anfwer 
him as he could wifti ; nor had iie the -^vantage of fo much 
deliberation, and of fo much prcpaiation too, as was manifeft 
by the arrangement ofc the noble lord’s fp^cch. He was 
happy, however, to find, that inferior as he was to the noble 
lord, one of his picdiclions had been fulfille<l. When he 
made his motion for a Committee of Enquiry, he foretold 
that if the Right Honourable Gentleman oppofite would not 
fuffef hiin to obtain that Committee of Enquiry, gcnilemen 
would llciu up with lines ahlTcraps of pamphlets, with pa- 
ragraplis and hand-bills, jin battle a^ray againft him ^ and he 
expected, that they would bring up, the rear with prints and 
cut# Hill more alarming and formidable. He paid no creditj 
liow. ver, to their aflbrtioiis, and refolved to give noii^ ; 
and if he were to fiiigle out any perfon from the crowd, with- 
out the infinuation of a perfonal affront, he fbould declare 
' Xx.2 that 
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tliat the noble lord was thel^all, entitJ^Sfo Ws credit : exaflly 
that time two years ago^ th^t, vf|th fame Unequal talents, 
and with the . fame unequal pre^rations alio, he had in fonic 
degree refuted the aiTetliolis 6f tMt noble. lord. Exadlly two 
years "^ago, at the bpehiing of the feiTion of parliament, he re- 
membered to havti (een the noble lord *with the fame fonorous 
voice, the fame /pi acid countenance, in the fame attitude, 
leaning gracefUlfy up(^; the table, and giving an account from 
{hreds and patches or Briflbt, that the r reach RcpuljUc 
wouW laft but a few tnonths longer. Unfortunately for the 
credit of the noble lord, not one word of all his prediflions 
had come to pafs. On the contrary, France had continued the 
war, long after the noble lords’s prediclions had foretold its 
period, \^ith aflonifhing fuccefs, and had experienetd con- 
liderable profperity, TwitSe bad the noble lord prophecied 
in vain. What reliance then, could be placed upon thcaf- 
fura^nces of a perfon whofe former affortions, the event had in 
'ivery itiftance falfilicd, and whofe prophecies had, in every 
inftance, proved falfc ? How, in commpn fenfc, (hould he 
treat them, but with deriliqn.'^ind contempt^? He believed 
the noble lord was as much in^ the right in piedicling that 
a revolution would /filillpw, from the proceedings of certain 
jfocietics, , as he had bei^n in his former predictions, of the 
, rapidly approaching r|du Uhd deftruftion of the French Re- 
public. The arguineiits the noble '^lord had made ufc of, to 
prove the connexion between the proceedings of the London 
Correi|K)nding Sobiety, and the accidental outrage that had 
been offered to the p^fon of the foverei'gn, iteiiber dazzled 
his iight' nor fatisffe^ 1]^^ underftanding. In he did not 
believe th^e was any iUorc connexion between, the two, than 
he could admit there.'was any connection between the noble 
lord’s fpeech and the ^ueftion in debate. 

The moVc clofely to follow the/^ohlc lord through the 
whole of his elaborate compofition, he would begin with his 
firft argnmeht, that fuch an infuk as that offered to bis Ma- 
^efty, on the i&ft day of the prefent feffion of Padiament, had 
never been b^pfc attempted. |Ie moft finoerely wi&cd the 
fadt were othetwife j but, unfortunately there hadbeen, to the 
difgractJof the loyalty of the people, he believed many inftances 
of, fimifat mifcondudt, sunong wHieb) he mentioned one that 
took phice at the Mid^fex eled^n. Affuming this as an 
hi^pficat fadt, which true, the noble lord had en- 

deavoured to effabliffi t%"|i^fs of his connedbon; and, af- 
examining a variety df^kfes, ndbeof which could in his, 
«mhd at all apply j; he faid, he looked about for another caiife, 

' ’ an* 
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an^ found one novel att|^«xtraor8jnary,.»ainefy^ the Socletiet?* 
Surely the noble Lord'had foi;goit6p; that lon^ before his Rla- 
jeftv's pr(^ccffion to Parliament^ atl(^ long before the meeting 
at Copenhagcn-houlb, there were tiimnUs and difo'ders in 
various parts of the kingdom, which' he believed the noble 
lord, with all his ingenuity, could not. be able to faften on 
the focieties. Other riots, other tumults, other infurredfionS, 
had been frequent in almoft every cd'Unty throughout .Eng- 
land ; and his JWUjefl?y’s troops had often been called upon, 
to flied the blood of his. Majt‘fl:y’s fubjcdls, who had been 
guilty of riot and difturbance, on account of the dlftrefs and 
famine ariling from the war. In thofe tranfadlions clearly there 
could ^ no connection ; indeed it had not once been argued 
nor inJmuated, that any of thofe diftrell'ed people who com- 
mitted outrages, to apperfe the clamour of their ftarving fa- 
milies, w^ere incited to it by the London Correfponding So- 
ciety, or were any way connedled with iu He fhould there- 
fore differ from the noble Lord upon that point, and attri- 
bute the outrage to no other caufe than the preffure of extreme 
diftrefs, Mr. Sheridan fai^, het-efpedled his Majefty as much 
as the noble Lord, and entertamed as btgh efteem for his 
many amiable virtues ; but, in prpportidn as he refpcilcd his 
Majcliy, he refpeited the law alfo ; the king was not above 
the law, an^ confjquenlly he could no^^eppifent to La violent a 
nicafurc as the prcfeiit Bill. Might not men, returning homc^o 
their ftarving 'families, which they were not able to fupport^ 
from the extreme irritation of ,the mopient, and the delufioti 
ol confounding the ads of the miniftef with the authority oC 
the monarch, be guijty of outrages w^bti^hey would repent 
of in their cooler moments ? This was ^ Extravagant argu- 
ment. It had been the caufe which prodjdEpd one diftrefs, and 
was capable of producio^another* 

The noble lord had liipfgnantly fpokeri of theoretical diC* 
courfes and debates dpon government, and had bitterly in- 
veighed aganift political topics in focieties, , and againft 
ipccches on Speculative paints in politicks, f He had dwelt 
particularly upon the circumftance of fome perfons alluring 
their auditors with a fliew bfelntertainment, and mrlcing them 
pay for it fix-pehce ai-piece. In fait, the fpeech' of the noble 
Lord himfelf had becn en^tdy a the<^ctical leilure on poli- 
ticks, and a fpecimen of -thb very fort bf difeourfe which he 
had reprobated. For his own part,, Ji^^had not experienced 
much cntertainincnt from it^ and hg1te**t‘dnly would not have 
given fix-pence to hear it. One mdde of argument that had been 
iifed tliat night, which he could not'dlTent to 3 the iioble lord hadf 

reprelli'tsd •' 
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represented tlie lov/ef daflcs of the ’people of all countries 
to be alike. .This W2ls a grofs miff ep refen tation. Nothing 
coalu be more f.die and abiufdj than to fufipofe, that a people, 
breid up in a free country, hnd living in the habits of eijc^y- 
iiig a:;d coiilkiering their rights ; that a people like the peo- 
ple of England, would ever conduct themfelvos like Slaves jii it 
refeued Iroin a vile, grinding, and infanous dcrpoii'm, 'The 
jBoble lord had mentioned the republic of Geneva 5 would he 
Con^pare tile people of that mi.c>able ftate, always fubject to 
the domkarion of Sivoy or France,^ from wl>om it received 
fuch a contHti.nion as thof* countries thought proper to dic- 
tate — would he CO npare dial pc jplc with the i^ihabitants of 
the greats the pi\>ud, c.nd the povveiful Britilh hatio#j He 
had read the account of me late revolution in Ge.ieva, alluded 
to by the nobF Lord ; and he was perlonally acquainted with 
its author, Mi. d’lverncis, -wb'iL name hv incnti med wiui 
refpV^. It poiiiblc, howcvc , thar that gentleman n ivht 

be a little in his hi^tcry j f^r he, at this time received 

a penfio'i fom his Majdly*$’! miniflcrs. 

The iv Me lord hud al/i made a ro ' qvqKon with America ; 
what was there in Amyr ca, except fafe, v'iiV, and piof- 
perous people, and an admirable prt . h 'it ? "iVh;<t ha.! neen 
the efikfi ? Had not the American w<ddcd a quanol 

with this country, ;2md- made an a -lyantageous tj^-ary with u- ? 
H:td;they not preferved their coi llitaucm and thdr lil crta s ^ 
Did hot their commerce flourilh r Were they not (afe, h: p- 
py, frce» and prbfpcfouiJ ? By what mode of arguiDcnt ilica 
would itai noble Ip^dmake ufe of the infinuation of the Amc- 
ji^an Stales, to pf^ve tlic danger to which we were liable in 
thiscoufitry, Irorn tHc'publication and ddfeniinaTion of thelcnew 
principles ? Th.7 whbaccufed the Englifli people oftreiifon and 
rebellion, who charged them with bpjmg prone to commit out-* 
ri»ges and exceffe:., were ntu judges of the fort df fluff and m itc- 
rial of which the human heart was made; and particularly an 
EnglifhrmiFS) when they hazarded fuch afllrtiohs. The reafou 
of their ignorance was plain ; becaufe, from their own na- 
tural pride, they bad always aloof from the, people, and 
were i\ow obligeJ to ’do fo in confequence of the calamitous 
war they had cngageid in, anci the^dilaftrous confcquenccs it 
had pr<>duced, Hence^ becaufe Qf feven people, as igno- 
' rant elf human nature jMiil the hearts ofEngliflimcii, as the mi- 
. vllllfler had ftupidly that they could do this, and that, 

nud toother, and ekolHlf^^he whole nation by a few violent 
they were tati^'t to believe, that a great body 
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of people is in a ftate of actual rebellion, k was impolTible to 
prcliime to doubt the t^morance of (Hofe men, when they 
ailed in the fame parallel with men in high fituatlons. 

The hbufc could not, oughr not, to give credit t.) fuch a 
mafs of mat»-er as had that night been^ brought bef tc them. 
The noble lord liiid aiHrmedriiat it was fottl treafon which had 
been .publiihed by citizen fvfe. If it was foul .treafon, why 
did not the Attoney General proieciite citizen I>ee? and what 
ftrongcr power did he require for that purpofe, than wiiat the 
law * had already arrned him widi ? 'i'he noble lord had 
vor'^'d for the fufpenfion cf the Hr.hcas Corpus acl, now he 
wiiheu this Bill to pafs, and yet np perfon v^hatever had 
b^:cn profecutbd. The noble Lord w»5is nidi nant idTo, f.be- 
caufe his honourable and learned friend bad (’xpf'JT'ed dif-, 
approbation at the \mfair attempt t6 div‘ do the rich, and fet 
them in arr^iy againll the puo' ; and yot this ’divifion wiJI, 
and mufl, be the neceffiry confequence of the meafure's 
v/hich tile miniiiers are purfuiiig. They who hold out the 
mafs of the poor to be capable (^fjuch enorniitie:> as tne French 
have perpetrated, do, in fiicl^ the rich againft them 5 and 
the conl'equence m>i!l be, that the poPr 'will be ftuiig and 
goaded on to a6ls of refenrinent. 'rhc.^ftOblf jordt'iia'f j-ead 
a pnmphct, or afi ( xtradt from a pamphlet, Lying- down a 
feheme for an att.ick upon property ; wb^ fuch alarms wer« 
given, every man knew that additionaT ptovifions would be 
enafJed, and additional penal law's, be mad^, againft lu0h de- 
yrcd.iiioiis. Jie would re-alTert that ihofe who argued in that 
manner, libelled the [koplc. The noble iprd hud' read, and 
read again, his feraps and paragraphs; his honourable 

friends cheered him at every period ; but how did they cheer 
him ? While he vvas detailing the particulars of this foul 
and horrible treafon, they cheered him laughter ; and, 
inllcad of exprefSng thdf regret at the dangers with which 
tlicy were threatened, they did not even hear of them with gra- 
vity. If they djd not confent to go iiito the proofs of rhis 
iicafon belore a committee of Enquiry, he was warranted iit 
pronouncingethat they had no right whatever to affent to or 
iupport the Bill. If they were content with bare alTertion, 
he would affett alf ) and d^ny that citizen Lee was printer to 
the ibcicties ; and he chsi^^ged them to the proof of the 
contrary. He nn’ght put bis ngnature to the pumphets which 
he chofe to puldilh 5. but was that proof ? Good God ! he 
luppfdi^'d they would exclaim. Who, can doubt a prinLr’s vc- 
lanty ? As to the dot trine of he knew liie ma-. 

joiity of the people held it in univcrfal clctcitatioiii but if 



WOOpFALVS r*ARUAMENTAi^y RETORTS. [Commok*. 

a madman, or a traitor^ as ignoraiit as the mini/ters, be- 
,]^yeci fuch fentimenb werf pbpt^ar^ vi^s it to be deemed a 
fufficient proof of their cxiftertce ? r 

It was not difficult^ Mr. Sheridan faid, to fee the, views 
with which thefe pnetpnded plots a'^ainft the Jife of his 
jefty were brought^forward. Minifters wiflied to feize upon 
the {loyal mind-rof the Englifh nation, and raife groundlefs 
alarms. He hdd twice in that hpufe mentioned the bow and 
'arrow, or |)Op-gun plot, as it was termed.* 'MinifterS, he 
tnaintained, had kept in piifon the perfons accufed of it, 
tyhom they knew to be innocent. They had offered to hbe- 
them upon giving bail. If thefe perfons were innocent^ 
"iphy were. they fuffereJ to lie in prifon ? If they^ were guilty, 
arif thAe wa^ any reafoaable caufe of fufpcdling them to be 
gwilty^ of the foul and wicked crime with which they w^ere 
why had\the officers of jufticc liberated them on 
't^ilf Was it ppffiblc that the houfe could he fatisfied with 
fvtt^rable proofs adduced by the noble lord ? The noble 
had been looking for |:^ots with the utniofr diligence 
. and ii^duftry, but he could findf iione. Would the houfc de- 
cide the moft impiartant fubjeifl ever offered to their con- 
j^erattdjit, uj^i^ and paltry pafl’age> from pam- 
phlets, old book (hops, and turning 

itp the dirt of: flail in London ? jGood God ! in v/hat 
place Was it that befppke ? I'o whom (fid he addrefs hiindll ? 
How would the members of that houfe face their conftituenis, 
after f^llicing every thing held valuable by their anceltor', 
jilf make; that facrificC without all the 

an^ the nature of the cafe 

icifcft? Whit might cdnvince them, might not have 
thr ugjo^ others. They fliould confider that they 

W^e 4^ifb^m t]^ (ervants of the people of Englandji They 
that houfc not in their in(Jividual capacity, 
but as attorpies for others; and they would not 

perform if they could not fatisfy the reafonablc 

cnquiries'of ffleit conftituents. 

This mcafiirdhe was fatisfied would create that difaffCiSion, 
and etidlsiiuragie thofe plots, the feppofed cxiftence of which 
was msde the pretext for its adqpti[pn. He.dcprecated nothing 
more than arcvolutioii|* but it was not impoilible 

people might violent remedy, ren- 

^4w|ed by clrcumftancS§» if not nccclfary. He ap- 

^^hended lUtle.from the'.^^per and difeontent of the people, 
p^ept this B81 prbvoki^tl: :^cir anger and their indignation. 
|,^|rnight create difeontents, and render a remedy defperate as 

' ■ theirs 
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theirs would be whenever they were driven to it, both, plaufible 
and ncceffiiry. The condut^of the 1'^ ciaie^, he cbnfidereiS 
hincifclt’ bound to de fend, becaufc the foci.etie$ were the objects 
of' gencrar obloquy and clsftnour: aild to the unduftrious 
and working part of the community, he reminded the houfe 
that they had never been unfaidirul. An honourable and learned 
gentleman, near him, (the Attorney-general), with tears in his 
eyes, bad exprtflad his defire that his Ion fliould enjoy tho^h. 
honours and emoluments which he had obtained folely by hiS ’ 
induftry j to Which , Mr, Sheridan faid, he nfiuft add, by hiS 
great talents alfo, and an unblemished chara£l;:r. , Let that 
Hon, Gentleman look to the fitiiatiofi'^of a man, who, with 
the fcanty income of 9s. a week, at ihe rate bread is at returns 
home to a wife and family cf four 6r five children, in a mife- 
rable lodging, and judge of his feelings Minifters arefecure 
in their penfions and places^ and ar^ therefore infenfible of 
thefe hardfliips'. Be it remembered, however^ that the, BritiQi 
nation is a grateful nation ; apd let gentlemen pouefled 01 
edates, to the merchants and i:!^hufadtuters, ^who heard iiinii,* 
recollcft whether they had evdr'"fcert a ^oor labouring mW 
unthankful in his return for thei# bountj^,y I:I^t was nqt^m^^* 
nature or the heart of Englifhmen, | 0 ^]^vernmc 
bounteous, they would not find peo|>|tediirat 5 $fiqd* lie. , 
regretted the bad fituntion to which the fc^irntry mighJ:,,b^. ' 
diiccd by it, but he rejoiced that be had dope ^^very 
his power to prevent Jt. \ 

Mr. Secretary Dundat fafd, he rofe not from an that 
his abilities Would give additional weight the a^^^nts 
that had been adduced in favour of the his ^Pi^ation 

in the country, was fuch as to coAvincc bfi^ihat he not 
to flirink at a moment when he heard d ti§ri^s and untipniii^ 
tutidiial dodlrines ^groundldsly attributed lb adm|niftration« 
So far from feeing that the rights, liberties, !uib.,h^ppmers 
of the people of ^this country ivoald be inVaded by the prefcnt 
Bill, he felt and was convinced, that the ri^bt^ 
happihefs of the people, could not be \ prefer 

them, If fefine fuch meafure ^ the prefent wer^ m^ 
ately addptedL In' his dp||ron if fornc meafurc wei^ not 

adopted, the houfe wodld the fafety iw .'the 

conftitution; they ’ perform th duty, not 

anfwer the expeflations or me €6untf y, vrith thi^ 

feeling, he Was unwilling to give a ulent fpxiJ' ‘ Before hdf 
came to the principal quefriofi, hoWevc»^, he ^{ftiuld dlfcuf^ 
one or two preliminary pointK He reprobated the idea of 
Honourable Gentleman, who had in a ftranec mdttner, ebargei#, 

Vdi.I, 17Q?. Yy ttti 
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IhchighW . orders of the peo|8e with intending ^ fcparatc 
their interefts from thofc of the^ lower clafs; fucn an accu- 
^tioti, he hcfitated not to declare^, a grofs calumny. If ever 
there was acountryin which thefeolafibs were united; where, 

' jfrom the humblefi cottager to the monarch on the throne, 
# the intermediate ranks of focicty were cemented and con- 
nefied by one continued chain, each givingj^ afBftance jtp the 
/^ftjers, it was the country in which wc live# 'To alT&t that 
a reparation between the rich and the poor had tafce!#?^^lacc, 
•it)r ever would take plj^e, was, . he repeated it, a grofs ca- 
. lumiW. ^ Tlie union of thefe orders appeared from the con- 
1^e£tioil between mailer a^d fervant, landlord and tenant, and 
/above all from the innumerable charities that were every 
where cftablifhcd, from the parochial rates, and from variSus 
pdier benevolent inflitutions, which would prove to the people 
’ that they Were under tfie peculiar care of thofe whom pro- 
yj^^ce in its gbodnefs bad placed over them, nor did the 
iti^Wlebook contain an exceptmn to this rule of general bene- 
This^ very -calumny againft the higher orders of 
iEb^letyj formed a,^ai^ of that dangerous fyftcm a^ainft which 
wire called to protoft the country. The Honour- 
able Gentlcmaii l^r. Sheridan) had ftated fevera) fadisto the 
. Tjoijfc: he would ‘dot difbute the powers of eloquence with 
Honourable Gentleman had dreiled them ; but be 
. W(^4^rt that they were the Honourable Gentleman’s own 
and had no exifience but in his imagination. He did 
,;f)ot txiH^ to fay that the war had not occafioned fome calamities. 

, 6uC hf^gged IpaVi^‘4:o fay diftinftly, that whatever were the 
cal^it^^ of the war, and all wars were naturally produftivc 
oit mi Whatever were the evils refulting from the 

which TO' admitt^^ God bad been pleafed to vifit the 
with the laft year, they could not be accounted the 
caiifes the general Scarcity, nor could it be lU'Oved that they 

Bad^^dnTife to the opinions he fo much reprobated as mif- 
and jbaheful. 

Wjhat wasthe ftateof the,e^^ years lygt and 

ijgz ? Wliere then was cither #ar or fcai city ? The nation 
Wal itithe moft happy and Jbttl^ng condition, infomucb, 
r.chat at that time, they ii0 the taxes that had been 

B ple. ^Yctvyis It not equally true, that then, 
fe principles had broken out, and manifeiled 
n a progreifive courfe of Edition? It was 
that thefe were but pretexts, tepding to 
ate ihe humbler claifes of the community, 
e lower orders had received the belt allevia- 
tions' 
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tions from the alterition of the wealthy in their own diftridls ; 
and though it was not To much h|s habit to callc of th'eui as it wa$ 
of other gentjenien, yet he could feel the fufFecings of the poor, 
and admit their claims as extenfively as any rhan. Among other 
arguments urged againft the ^ill, it had been contended that it 
was contrary to the Bill of Right«^, and that the Bill of Rights 
was invaded by it- He denied 'that there was any thing 
that t^emorable and facred declaration of our liberties, more 
than in-.any adi at parliament, which in any way barred tbe^ 
frorh '^ing\tbe prefent meafurcs; nothing that'. prevente 3 . 
them from reviling, altering, or fufpending it? provifions, as tlA 
weighty exigencies of the. times might demand. Perhaps there 
wafi fomething in theRiotA<S that]was not ftridliy reconcileable 
with the Bill ; the Hahccn Corpus tbo, in its fufpeniion, ftoo$ 
upon a iimilar footing with the pfefent meafure. By the Bill of 
Rights they were allowed to ^ear-defcnfive arms ; there was no 
doubt of it ; a man mi^ht do fo ; and yet the government had 
fincc, by the authority of filutary and well-timed ftatutes,, difr 
armed whole, dillricfs in the northern part of the kingd^4 
and he never could allow himfelf to forger 'that the reftric;!-* 
tion of this privilege had been . extended^ throughout whole 
counties. Vcner.iciii^, as he did,aImo(l to tdc^j^ry,tho]re 
to whom wc were indebted for the Bill ^Cfilights, fupremt!^ 
'Valuable as that recognition of the rights o^;>the peopfe 
was obtained by the demand of the houfes of parliameht| aii3 
it had been obtained by the parliament only. fawl^pw^ 
however, principles of action far difterent from 
governed the illuftrious leaders oFthat glorious ts^i^ationj 
adluating and impelling tivofe gentlemen. who contim^|iy. pro- 
/efs their admiration of that event. The great pati^jES of that 
day were accuftomed to lookior the fafegiiar^vof their liberties, 
their property, and their religion, only fre^*^ the energy and 
wifdom of parliament \ whereas the modern dodlririe was 
that every good was to be expcdled ftpm popular aiSembKes. 
It was objeSed to the BfU, that it prevented the fight of peti* 
tioning \ 16 far from preventing .the right of petitioning, it 
in fadt fecvircdrt by directing it to its prppef channel. What- 
ever good had been done by petitioning, he would venture 
afferi, had been entirely etpho, by petitions under the pro- 
tection of efta:>liQied hot by tumultucius meetings : 

jfuch meetings nliight produce lanarchy, but could never 
be advantageous to the conftitution. If gentldii^ would re- 
rfledt on the calts in which petitions had tended io fccure tile 
libertypf the people, they would jlind that they had not org|*« 
mated from popular 
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legal aflerftblies called togeAer by conftitutcd ;authorities'. 
The fietip*Ons pref^nted on the'^ikiiire Bill and the India Hill 
were /ufBcient proofs of this. He deprecated the idea of in- 
iinmting fufpicions of rmproper 'cpndudl in fhagittratep, and 
jfaid it tended materially to weaken the neceflary authority of 
pen in publick ficuations,' , With regard to popular meetings, 
tee Right Houourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had, he faid, 
fipod forward more frequently than any other politicil clia- 
taSlcr in appeals to the people. He had difplaipd moll 
jrxtriordinarywillingnefs (on-fort to them ; fothiitit ftetjucntly 
happened^ that he was without the door of the houfe, .attacking 
xninifters with invecSlivc and rdperity one hajf of the day, where 
they had no means of defending thcmfelves/anci during the other 
j!(alf combatinj^ them within thofe walls with the n^oii detennin- 
‘ ^d inveteracy, in 17741 inordcr to excite the indjunation ol the 
' jpublic againft mimiters, for their profecution of the American 
waTj the Right Honourable Gentle imn had difplayed his 
pfjatorical talents on a ftage ered^ed for that purpofe in Well- 
iii 5 nl|cr-hall, with as little effefi, however, as to the avowed 
*jhirport of his defign at that time, as there was ground to ap- 

j mehend .wopld b^Uhe cafe with refpedt to his exenioos on a 
occafion. ' it had happened, that he was induced, 
lio doiibt, from eprifeientious motives, to acknowledge the 
'Virtiiev and copeck himfelf with the political conduit of 
thpfe whom he had veprobated for fo many years with every 
po^^e Iriti^rnefs and feverity. 

Imipwately after he Withdrawn himfelf from the ad- 
of the Earl of Shelburne, the Right honourable 
geitle^iil had again appealed to hisifavourite popular meeting, 
at which,' no dopbt, many individiuls were v;cliemently af- 
"who bad^lib means of defending themfclves ; a line of 
neither candid nor fair. Let the Houle rtcollcdt the 
a^odatiphs in the yea t 1780; aflbciations, which, though 
*c6ipmeiiced without any fetr^ed defign, pfQved fatal in their 
conreqii%ice 5 ; Had the Bill before the Houfe cxifted at that 


time, would the live?, liberty^ , and properly of Engliflimen 
have been fb dreadfully violate, as they were in cbnfeqncncc 
of the m^'ng held in St. George’s Fields ? An unfortu- 
nate, but deluded, noblemen thcauiiacity to fay, that, 

uniqfs the Houfe of Commoiis*accci 4 ed to the objcdl of their 
ftrtipn, he require their eflintat the head of 165,009 

pn. Since meb they had C^ericnccd fuch a lamentable in- 
riy&f® tbc dangers rcfulting from popular ftieccingsi 


fincG 


^ liOfd George Cordon* 
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fmce they bad feen the evils which threatened the conftiturion 
from fuch combination, would they hefitate to p^s.a BIU 
which could, in no vie w, be faid to take' away the ri^ht oF 
the fgbjewt, and which only dirc<Sied it to a proper* o*lije£t. 
They ou|rht to take care how they played with the prejudices of 
a mob : they were not fafe weapons to fport with. Nothing 
could be more improper, or more dange;rous in a legi/latui^ 
than hold up the dcclrine of refiftance to the people 

I'hat ^ role to be laid down, was by no means truS^ 

as refif|i0,c?einever could form a part of government. It muik 
arife from t}ie diiralution of government ; nor could he avdldi 
noticing the criminal indecency of imputing arbitrary mo- 
tives to one part of the .government, calling upgn the legifla- 
ture, which was o!ie branch of government, t6 lirfen to im-, 
putations upon another. Whatever might be the conduft of 
the Right honourable gentleman in the years 1782 and 1783, 
he well recollecledjthat from 1770 to 1774, he hannot refortei 
to any means that the wifdom ot parliament did not fuggejff^ 
though when he faid this, he was^aware their might becir-» 
cumitapccs fuited to particular periods of a n>ai/.s life, ' 

turer age might not chufe to adopt the condM^f of yauth.*^*^^A 
Right honourable gentleman, from his called knowledge of. 
him, had been a friend to the fyftem of popular meetings j buthe 
doubled much whether he had imbibed any. good ptmciplf ^ 
from that fyftem, or eftablifhed any good principle by itw 
A large airembl;^had been convened the other at jt/ytiitb 
That Right honourable gentleman prefided, and Aie fbid no 
doubt he had exerted himfelf with great activity ai^,;iibfOm- 
mon powers of voice ; but could the 30,000 whl> 

were reported to be prtfent, have been all ben^ebd by his 
greatell; exertion of his faculties. He l^d certainly been 
much applauded j had not thofe, however, who were with him 
on thc lcaffold fliared in that applaufe ? He declared he had al- 
ways admire^ the Right J^nouDble gentleman’s talents, but 
he feiioufly thought they might be difplayed niorf ul'efuUy 
than on fuch, occaiions. That houfe he confidered as a more 
proper ftage on which that Right honourble gentleman might 
difpUy his abilities. ‘‘ I know (faid Mr. Dundasj^c is able 
to bailie us all.” Tije Right, honourable gentleman Would 
ad in a more manly, maoh^rijif he had any charge to make 
againft perfons in admintftVdtion, to do it ^o^peniy in the 
Houfe, and not to arraign the condud of. mietof ;who, froMSit 
being abfenr, were unable to defend themfelves'.' If 
jority of the 30,000, who attended the meeiing where the*; 
Right honourable gentleman prefided, had remauied at 
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iA thecxercife of honeft indadry, for the maintenaoee of theii^ 
wive^a^d. children, it would, be was convinced, have been' 
. ' letter foctet)*. Th« food dealt out to them from the 
rofirum was not the mofi wholefome and, it was to be 
remembered, that fuch bs it was, the wives of the men prefent 
{tad not their lhaic of it. 

% If any good could come of thefe felf-conftitutcd meetings, 
ii would be by placing them under the eye of the Jegiftature. 
indeed he had flattered himfclf, that aher the Hardy 

and others, the good fenfe ot the nation would 
their further progrefs. But tne meetings in oii‘^eorge’s 
. Fields^, and Copenhagen Houte had diffipated thefe hopes. 
IVleetings.of this kind would now therefore be placed under 
&e direction ’bf a magiftrate aiding at his peril. 

To the aflertion of Mr. Sheridan, that minifters had de- 
nied piroof, he replied, that public notoriecy was the beft 
grpund of proof ; and the whole coitntry had declared that 
fcme.ilrong and .efficacious remed) was iiecefiary. He put 
A|.ta4he w:fdoi7i of the Ilou*., 'vV.utber, under all theexifting 
l^rCtnnft^nces, it was lig^t tlia*. any individual Should have 
of aflembling people Ibr any bufinefs he "Ihought 
proper. Between\ttuftmg to the difcret.on of individuals on 
the ope hand, and^he dil'cretion of the tnagilirate on the other, 
he could not fee.fh^ frTiailcll room tohe^ tare. 

Jtlr. Fex laidj Yf hehad muen of tb^t Vanity, with rcfpcfl to 
of his talents and ahrHiies which the Ri iht ho- 
a n had bcenpleaied to impuffr to him, ic would 
io fmall granheatton to fuch kt!ing> to have formed 
the f not ilncrely one, oi two or tnicu, but ar leaft 

/our fpeeches, which he lecoilecli d the lii-iht ho- 

gentleman (Mr. Dupdas) conridcuible in abilities 
in lituation, and great in pgwer, lo hav. made 
ppqp His.cfaiarafler andpuolic conclu(5f. On fevual occuiions, 
heremembertd to,h4vebcenpubl»cIy ajdrtfrcd frdm the fame 
>quarter,^n a fmiilar ftile of Cdtechifm, upon hjs opinion re- 
^ws^ng the extent and mode of reform in parliament, and 
xe(pe£iing His fentiments upon the influence of the crowm and 
the prop^ limits of the^ royal prerogative. The Right 
Hon* SeWetary had at that timtsy^cived fevcral hints from 
bis Right Hon. Friend ne^r him-f the of the Ex- 

4^equcr) nc;!; ^to pufli his too far. On the prefent 

Jphtflon, he was fortun?ite enough to reap tho 

.of^likind ,a hint, and therefore he would anf\yer the 
in the catechifna as well as he able, 
ail the. plainuefs and fu^crity in his power* The 

Right 
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Right Hon. Gcntfemain had thought proper to allude to ati 
event in JParliartient that was antecedent to his (MrJ©Mndas) 
being a member of that houfe; be meant the MidJtefex elec- 
tion ; the part that he, had taken on that occafion arofe upon a 
queftion of law, which was fubmltted to the houfe for its 
opinion, and he gave his opinion upfon the fubjeft as a mem- 
ber of that houfe j but the Right Hon. Gentleman was de- 
ceived i|, he thought that he had ever faid one woid on tbtil 
point to the general rights of the people to meet anil^ 

thing that related to their liberties, or was con- 
nefted lirith theii‘intcrefts. 

From the Middlefex. eleftlon, the Right Hon. Gentlemaia « 
had^procceded to catechife him on the fubjeft of the American > 
war, and ^ talking of his erecting a ftage without doors, be 
feemed to 'i^eak with fome contempt of the msnnerun which 
he (Mr. Fox) had ailed at certain meetings^ that #ere held 
at Wedminfter-haH and other places, upon thefe occafions: 
he found himfelf accufed with having pronounced invediVei 
agaiaft perfohs who were then in high authority. The Right 
Hoh. Gentleman had forgotten the condu£l which his Right 
Hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) had adopted,, smd thofe ddqtft^ 
fpeeches he had at that time delivered, in\i|l^hicb1||)l|^q"h^ 
rangues to the people: were deferibed as the mod ^ 

and mod; ufeful duty which reprefentativeis hi^p^rliameht.cWl4 
difeharge to their conftitu^ts. In anfwer to the charge, 
he had, in a perfonal manner, attacked thofe who 
portunity of appearing in their own defence, hc h^i 
that U was the duty of every mstn, and p&rticularljfr^ . 

member of parliament, when the^on(hi6l of the 
vernment was called in queftion, to reprefent the’^ ;« 

and condudt of members in their true colonr j. Whal Wat 
the ui'e or the valued of a popular meeting, upon a pi^itioal 
fubjccl, without that frecjjom? At meetings held in York- 
ihire and other places at that time, fuch had been the pradico 
of others* Although he bad then fpoken freely of goiejermcnt, 
when he oppofed its meafures, he was willing to allow others 
to op^K>fe him. In the ^^1784, for ihftance, the houfe 
would rccolledl what had |i|ippehed« Mr. Burke, in his ^ 
phatical language, had the.parliameiu^rj conduA of ^ 

fome gentlemen the mrOluHon ^ 1784. In that year, the 
houfe could not have forgqttc^ how he iiad |l^n oppofed} 
what invedtives had been employed againft him, thofe to 
places*, where, as the Right Hon. Gcntfcman had faid*;:^ 
could hat be prefent to anfwer. Did he evet miklce oneifiaju* . 
manly muimur upon that o(pcaiion ? Did he ever cofr|ii|ito ' 

'Ws"' ^ 
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of that inye*£live ? Did he ever fay one word a^aind the fa- 
cred riglsys of the peopje to affembte and freely difcufepolitical 
ftibjeffis ^hen thofe difculBotis were apainfl: him ? .Wno would 
6y he ever did? Never in any one inflancc had he uttered a 
lylJablc that v/enc to queftion the right, or to blame the prac- 
tice, of holding public meetings of the people. He had en- 
deavoured to anfwer much of the reafoning that h<.d been 
U^ed againft him at tlufe meetings ^ but he had qot faid a 
^uritord againtt the propriety of holding them. twe 

principle of the prefent liill ? to, redrain the irec 

difeuffion at all thofe meetthgs. ^ , 

The Right Hon. G^ ntl man had alked,' what advantages 
re&illGd ,to the country from thofc political mcciings dur- 
ing thq American ^ar? He did not mean to arrogate to 
Itimfelf itfty extraordinary (hare in the oppofUion'^iwhich he 
'l^ade to' that War ?“ It did not become him to fay much upon 
that ;:4ie trufted he might, however, be pardoned, if 

that die popular meeting s in qiie(f ion, tended to hadcii 
^ €^clufioii of the war. Wa$ii(|«e Right Hon. Gcntle- 
acin of that opinion, or was he not? W^'hat did he think 
of ihe matings that were held ::t Norwich and at other places ? 

the Right Hon, Gentleman might have fome 
from tone of his prefent friends if he wanted any 
ioformltton. Thofe meafurcs wcnt:<further than to put an 
end to the war V they contributed to the corredlion of fome 
of adminiftration, finc#^he celebrated Bill of Mr. 
did that ^ntlcman fo much honour, was found- 
ed toiu^thltrff meafures. iPcrliaps he fhoulJ be told, that alt the 
meetij^^^t had any elfTeSI (ind ed, he had been told fo al- 
^ wady,) called by the (bet iff j .and that all that was faid 
ilf lli0, n^eiing at Weftminftcr Im* no cffecl, bccaull* it was 
fiql ^"meetiDg which had that aurbo^y. He wiflied to 
wb^t magic there was in a meeting that was called by 
j: iJlW fberiff', in preference to any i&ber public meeting ? So 
itSittch ^the fubjeift ibercforc, as related to public meetings 
id reconeft^ pleafurc and (ati^faftion. Public meet- 
ings had contributed to put an end to ffic America^ war : and 
^ he had faid fome things agaJhft ^y of thofc individuals who 
advifed it, he was confoled l^fteiSlion thjlt if he had 

helped to fhcirtcn that deffruStW one year, he had 

contributed tp prevent the increife of the number of helplefs 
I ^bans ^tid iriournin'g widows He had contributed to Icffcn 
the poor and friendlefs. • Let him not'be told, 


* Mr. W adJjam, rhe fsttetary At war. 
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th/n, that he had a£ted an unmanly part, by frequenting thofe 
public miciings. He muft again fay, that if there was any 
glory in putting an end to the American war, he fhould be 
proud to hear that he ha in common with others, a {hare in 
that glory. When the Right Hon. Gentleman t iiked of in- 
vcciives thrown out at tnofe public meetings, againft perfons 
who were not prefent, he wjuld recommend to him to reflect: 
on what had happened the day before at the meeting at Pa- 
lace-yard. He knew, and if ncceflary, he could piove, that 
tliere h^:^%eea manifefted a good deal of zeal ; in fa£f, an 
atflive caovafs had taken place on the part of minifters, in or- 
d.^r that their friends might attend that meeting. Meflage*; 
were feut ahoar, failing that it would be agreeable to go- 
vcj nmeiTt if their friends took care 10 be prelent. The con- 
fequcncc was, an atte^rulance was procured, and many friends 
to government, perfons of authoritv, were there, among 
whom was his noble colleague lord Hood, and two honour- 
able geiulenicn in h.s eye (AlelTrs*. Canning anJ Parkinfon); 
ho hoped, therefore, t!\c Right Mon. (»entleman would not 
complain that anv attacL> had been made on minifters in the 
abfeace of their friends triat day. 

The Righi Hon. Gcncleman had alfo accufed him of hav- 
ing altered his courfe for fomc years with regard to public 
m.^etings ; that lie had been fond oi' attending them in the 
earlier part of his parliamentary life, but that he had of late 
declined tbem ; he aJmitred the obfervation to be founded in 
truth i the re.ilbn was, tint for fome time paft iie did not, fee 
that Ids attendance at public mei^tiiigs could be uf any ufe to 
the public ; whenever hw tsought h might become fo, he was 
ready to attend ; and this he thought a part of his public 
duty, whatever opinivons other pcifons might entertain upon 
that furjed. If everjuch attendance had been ncceflary, it 
wa> fo at this time : when the conftitution .wa.'* attacked, Jt 
w.as the diity oI .every man to exert himfclf in its defence ; he 
Ihould therefore give all t!ie authority he could precjud to, to 
fuch meetings., for the purpofe of fupporting the rights and 
liberties of he people. Avowing that lor his nioti ve,hc was ready 
to meet any miniftcnal ceafure tint might he caft upon him. 
The Right Hon. Gendenvari had aCce i him, if he thought that 
any efforts of his could be heard wdih at'cntion r and whe- 
ther \ys imai2;incd he could make any impreilion on fuch a 
imukitudeas tliirty thoufand ? He had no I'uch idea ; he had 
neverthelefs ufed all hts endeavours to explain to them the na*- 
titure of the fubjedt which thev had to confldcr. 'Phe Right 
fion. Gcntieman had alfo afked w^hciliur he thought they 
Vox.!. 1795. Zz 
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^pplauJeil him ? His aiifwer was» that he was not fo vain as 
to expert it ; be atreiuicJ not for the purpofe of receiving ap- 
plaiife, or coftimanding aflent; he went for the parpofe pf 
learning the fenfe of his conftituents on the moft important 
political topic which could be prefented for their deliberation. 
It was, he confeffed, foniewhat unplcafant, particularly at his 
time of life, to attend popular meetings ; the labour and fatigue, 
however, he confidercd as the mereft trifie?,when compared with 
the fate of the que^lion which had been fubmitted to the inhabi- 
tants of Weftmintter, whofe applaufc at the meeting arofo 
from the feeling which thofc prefent had of the propriety of 
the meafure they were met to adopt. This arofe, otit of the 
deteftation they felt for the Bill before the houfe. In that 
view he faw the utility of fuch meeting*:, and it was on that 
ground that he attended them. At that meeting the Bill 
met what it ought to meet, and what, if the public had any 
regard for their liberties, it would meet all over the kingdonr, 
general execration and abhorrence. Execration that would 
be increafed in confequence of certain opinions that had been 
Jately delivered in that houfe. "1 he more the public had that 
feeling (which, thank God, he exclaimed, they began to mani- 
fell), the more he thought it his duty to give fuch meetings 
his countenance i meetings on which, perhap*, depended at 
this rnoment, the very efience of our conilitution. 1'hat 
was his firm ami fincere opinion j and that he believed to he 
the opinion of the public ; for very plain and very decided 
language muil at this moment be fpoken to fave the country 
from ruin. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had been ploafcd to pay him 
compliments on his talents, and had intimated a wifh that 
they (hould never be exercifed any where but in that houft-: 
'I'o this he would artfw'er, that he attended that houfe not for 
^ pleafurc, bdt for duty ; and hetrufted that his attendance there 
might be more or lefs ufeful to the public ; of how much ufe 
it* was, it ,did not become him to determine. The Right 
Hon. .Gentleman then aflced, if he expected to convince that 
great multitude by his eloquence ? Moft certainly he did 
not ; as little did he expeft to convince that houfe. It had 
beer* faid, that the majority of that multitude came pre-detcr^ 
mined; perhaps they did, Didjhe majority of that houfe 
come wholly, undetermined ? Was there no lefemblance be- 
tween the houfe and that Aieeting in that refpcci ? Rla had 
fome ^a^nence of ?he houfe ; and whenever he wholly def- 
perfuading the majority of the houfe on points where 
^coniticution was at ftakc^ he thought attending futh meet* 
“ ' ings 
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nigs as thofe alluded to ufeful, becaufc it tended to enable hlin 
to arrive at the opinion of the public. Let this be ftated to 
the hoiife ; and if this had no effedt upon it, his attendance 
th<“re would be ufelefs, and even burrhenfome. 

It was rather a curiou''* matter ot obfervaci ;n, that the de- 
flates on the Bill had afforded the fiift occafion, fince the aC- 
Ceflion of the houfe of Brunfwick to the throne, of an open 
and parliamentary cfpoufal of the caufe of the houfe of Stu- 
art, "I'lie preceding r.ight it had been O.iJ by an honourable 
baronet (Sir Francis Baffct) that the idea had been borrowed 
that evening by the Solicitor General, that though 'there had 
been a revolution in the reigns of George the Firft and Se- 
cond, it would not have been accompanied with the fame 
daiiijcrs which w'oiild flow from a fimilar event talcing place 
at the prefent crifis*; as in the former cafe, the .defeendants 
of the noufe of Stuart might Itave been rcinflated on the 
throne ; whereas, at the prefent moment, anarchy, and a ge- 
neral diffolution of all the principles of civilized foclcty, 
would follow any difpute about the conffitutional rights of the 
fovereign. T'his was Jacobltifm in perfeftien, and he was 
not at all fiirpTifed at hearing Jacobites come forward with 
fuch reafonings. What would the houfe of Stuart have done, 
had they been efbibliOied on the throne? They would have 
introduced the catholic religion inftend of the ProWftant. 
'I'hcy would, perhaps, have put an end to parliament, refumed 
the rights of juries, ani fubverted the liberty of the prefs.^ 
'“rhey would not, it was Lid, have invaded the rights of^prp- 
perty, nor invented the detettable name of French E^a- 
lity, the inroads of which our Britifh heroes fwear by their 
lives and fortunes to refift. If, in the choice of dangers, a 
man muft forfeit his life and property, in order to avoid a 
greater evil, (for the Ueffings of the conffitutlon were out of 
tue queftion, under the government of the Stuarts, which at 
prefect was fuppofed to be the alternative,) whatever might 
be the theoretical defirudtion, there was very little pradical 
difference between the alternatives. 

Air. Fox proceeded to notice what had been faid with re- 
gard tooppreflion. That itiwould and ought to [voduce rc- 
iiffancc, had been admitted ; and ypt gentlemen would not 
allow any thing to be copied from France. He fliould be 
glad CO know wherein xronfiffec} the right of reiifiance, and 
that of the memorable expreflion of La Fayette, that in cer- 
tain cafes, infqrrcilion became a holy right. The Right Hoji. 
Gcnticipan had Lid, refiffairce could never make any part of 
^ legiflativc copfrJeration. Who had Lid that it Could-? Tof 

55 z 2 whaS' 
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part of the country that do£frmc was applied, he was per-’ 
fedby at, a ]of‘^ try know. Before he quitted this part of the fuhjedl 
he* muft make fome obfervations on what the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had faid on the Bill of Rij^hts, and the great reverence 
which h d been exprefied for the Whigs of that dav. He had 
faid that the Bill of Rights had hfcn altered bv I'arliament.^ 
He faid the fame thing. He believed that a law which the 
l»“giflature could never touch, mull be a bad one ; cirenuj - 
Itances muft govern the icgill./jiic ns they govern cvciv 
thing : but the Bi!] ot Rigliis was a grave and Iblemn a*:!, 
and not to be touched but upon grave and folcmii occafioiis, 

, and that upon the moil mature delibt ration, 'Bhe Right, Hon. 
Gentleman hud faid, that the political fyftcm of that age w.i-:, 

' tluii parliament was the only fecurity to the people fur their 
prefervation, and that out of p;\rllanicnt, were iu> ii;>ht» 
maintained. 'Fhc fuel was iPth?!* wife. Ho had the fmiJioix 
of the moll ceiebrattd mun in tnj reign Ring liliair, 
when this principle w a- i ally difcufltii, in Lvuur of his al- 
' " fertion. l*hc nuuquis o* iLrtingjon moved a leWurion, 

, *-* I'hat it is the right of the iubject to petition the king for 

the redrtfs of grievances, or for calling {>arliau:cnl, or dillblv- 
ing it.” 'Dns plainly proved, that the lights of the people 
were, at that time, d •ll’i.dcd out of paihsment as well as in it. 
'I>c altachment of Inc muiquis of Haitingtun to the princi- 
JHCS of our rordiiturion could not bedoahted ; this tnere- 
fcie, a proper rehrence^ indeed, the whole ot the houlc (a 
Cavendifh hrd unil rrnly proved an attachment to the princi- 
j'les of freedom, lie w.»$ f^ny, that not a branch of that 
iiliidrious funnly attended to c;’.j)ok: the Bill j he was glad, 
however, that not ore oi them fuppoitcd it. 

Aivoth.er part of this fubje6t to which he mud advert, w'a- 
a very iuqvutaiit one. By the Bill, as it liooJ, ;m exception 
was made in favour of corporations and corporate hotlie^, 

♦ aiid this was urgcd.as an argument in favour of the Jhll ; he 
conceived the dillinclion to be a bad one. Who 'did not 
knowtthat prcfvriy world have weight cveiy where? 'rivat 
piopcny fhoald have exxlufivc right any where, upon tliought 
or upon Ipecch, was the very ellence of injm'rjce. it was 
an idea that tended to the diflolullon of all r(>cifty. In ano- 
ther pinc*% report declared that a perfoii of high authority, 
con f:d crab Ic talents and;grear learning (the Bilhop of Ro- 
cheiicr) listd faid, tlnit the mafs of the people had nothing to 
V'- do wiihj^iws, but to obey them, I'his was not very con- 
filknt with tlie religion winch that great cliaradlcr profefled. 

. Hc^^truiled that the people of llngland would not tamely 

fur- 
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furrcnder their indifputablc and hereditary right, whatever in- 
clination an arbitrary minifter, or a fiiperciUous prdaie, 
might betray, to wreft their pofl’cflion out of their hands* 
What a grof? and abfurd fpecics of rcafoning was it to con- 
tend that, i^eca ife a man has not the good fortune to 
have a frechoid qualification of forty fl'iillings vi liied rent, he 
muft not be allownl to fpiak hi<i (entiments on f .bjccls which 
involved. his tUaicll ar^d inort important concern, equally 
with thofe of the nvjft atilucnt. 

He did not intend to argue the qneftion of parliamentary 
reform, or what fort of a reform then ought to be in that 
houfe ; on that occafion, the idea that the Houfe (d Commons 
was a viriual rcprcfcn .ration of all the people of England, 
w. F, however, to be done away by the diltinction in favour of 
bojoiighs; the idult of that dillindlion, if it was obtained, 
w^ould be, that thofe who had property in boroughs w^erc to be 
free, and thofe who had not were not to be permitted to 
meet for the purp^fc of petiuoning. Tl»is diftiiuilion tended 
to make the arilfocracy of that houfe ftill ftronger, and to do 
away the idea of there being any conne'^ifion between the 
houi'e and the mafs of the people. It tended to increafe tte 
monopoly in boroughs ; and to cell the people, that the demo- 
cr.itic part of the conftitution was not worth preferving. The 
iLitural confequci'.cc tnuft be, that the intereft of boroughs 
W'o vld incrcafe, and thofe of the rcil: of the public would di- 
nunifh. The Bill, therefore, Vi^ent to inftitiite a fatal dif- 
tinction between the conftjtucnts and non-con ilituents in the 
kingdom i a diltinctinn, fullicrent to dtfiroy the harmony and 
peace ot the country ; to confute the only aigument which 
could be adduced in oppofition to parliamentry reform, and to 
Convert the government of the country Into an ariftocracy^ 
or an oligarchy. 

Another ciuufe was aimed loo ridiculous to mention, 
liamcly, that which prohibited all public Jeclurcs delivered 
for moiiey. What would become of the profeifors of the 
diffcrc nt fciences in the univeriities ? V7ouIii I h fey not be 
clearly involved in the operation of tbat.claufe? l:lvcn in its 
moil qualiibd conilruftion, he could not conceive by what* 
principle of pohey a man was to be prohibited fiorn acquir^ 
ing his fubfiilciicc by inttniiting* the people in the principles 
of the conditucion ? He profed-d he knew’ nothing of Mr.- 
'J'hclvivdl, and his Icdfurcs ; if, however, they werfe intiocent, 
why Ihould he be diflurbeJ ? If they wxre icditious i>r trea- 
fonable, why was he not profecuied under the cxiding fta- 
tutes ? I'hc fame obfervatioas applied to ilic panels which 

had 
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had been read 1 y the noble lord (Monungton) ; if they were? 
treafonylde, the authors of them were amenable to the treafoiT 
laws. He would not be underwood as, in the fmallcft degree, 
giving an opinion whether they were or not, nor even w^hc- 
lln r every feditiou'^ paper which was circulated ought to be 
liibm'ttcd to the courfc.of law. He rather thought that a ju- 
. dicfous fclediion of the moft glaring and dan^eious ougiit to 
be made by the Attorney -general. 

*1 he gem ral princple of the iiill war, he faid, a blow j^t the 
oiitwoiks of the ennfliturion, r.eithei inme nor leCs than a 
daring attempt to lubvcit its very fbundaiion and freedom of 
difcullicn. Upon the liberty of the jriefs lire bafr oi the con- 
ftitutioj) wa? known to lefl. "J ake ihefc away, and the 
whole fabric mull: fall. No man would deny that there were 
many abiiG-s and dclebls iri the praccite of the conllituiion. 
Its chief value confilled in the exct.l!ence cf the foundation ; 
and, wlien that w'as dellroycd, the rvft v/ojIcI not be w*orth 
prt'lcrving. A remedy might hc'vt him lound fc>r almoft any 
other Ihcck which it could have received. Had Parliament 
thought proper to alter the fucccflioii to the crown fioui the 
prefent family on the throne, dicadful couvuirions would no 
<Jouht have enfued j but the invclliturc of a new prince with 
thefovereign power might have quieted the commotion. Had 
Parliament made a bold arid open attack upon the trin I .by 
jury, a fpeedy remedy would have been found in the deluge 
of arguujent and decltiuation which would immediately have 
ifllied liom the prtis. Petitions would liave been poured in, 
rcmonlhating againlt the adauh on public liberty ; and the 
vmce of the people, raifed with unanimity and maintained 
wiih firmnefs, would have awed thv proudeft minifler into 
fufcmillion. When, however,’ the povver of fpeakiiig was 
taken away, what was there left but tlic patience of implicit 
fubmifiiun ? What hopes could he entertained that griev- 
. ^ces wCiCld be removed, when ihofe who felt them dared not 
confjplain? In’fuchaca/b it would coit him littlo anxiety 
that a fpiirrt of refiftai.ee was found impoffiblc to be lupprefild. 
He btlicvcJ a fpirit of difconlent to be pretty general in the 
country ztprefent; and he had no hcfiution in fi’ving ihat it 
Arlgmated in a b«ii gov< rnment, in wicked and ruinous mca- 
furcs, and in ^thc blind and umneaning confidence which the 
pe.op'c liad too long lep^'fed in an unfortunate and deJperate 
'l lic difioiUcnt might, perhaps txift in 
degiCfc previous to the Wi:r ; hui he ahirmed, that it b.ad 
^ifpresuf in cojircqucuce of it ii. to a much more genera! and 
cxuiit. Jr the difc(vnu nt oriplu.itcd in Ikhv h prin- 
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pies, it was indebted for its currency to the mcafures of Bri- 
minifters. He wifhed to bring them to iflu'? upon this 
point. 'They faid the people of England are ioy.il j fo faiJ he. 
They afljy*tcd that there were malcontents in the country ; in 
that he alfo agreed. He would neverthtlefs afk, whether the 
danger to be apprehended from French principles was greater 
at prefent or two ye.irs ago ? Let them fay cither the one 
or the other j he entreated them, for God’s fake, not to fay 
both, , Fpft his own part, he thought it was greater than at 
prcft^rlt./ If'it was, he demanded if the increafe of danger was 
not o>i<?ing to the calamitous war, which w’as unjuftly com* 
menced, and had been unfortunately profecuted ? If the dan- 
ger was diminifhed, why would they apply a more hazardous 
remedy, than when the difeafe was dcf.ribed as raging with 
its utmoft fury? Whatever W'as the degree of danger ia 
which the country flood, he was firmly of opinion that it 
would be incrcafcd, rather than leflencd, by the remedy pro- 
pc'fed. The daiiger had principally arifen from a fyftem of 
terror which miniflers had adopted ; and the mott effectual 
mode of prolonging the danger was by continuing this fyltcm, 
of which the piefcntBill feemed to form a moll prominent 
part. 

V/ith regard to the danger of nniverfal fuffrage and annual 
parliaments, they had been reprefjiitcd as thecaufe of the fub- 
verfion of the old French government, and they were de- 
feribed as the inftrunients employed by the Correfponding 
Society to demolllh the Britifh conflitution. He profefled 
himfclf no friend to either the one or the other ; he quoted the 
high authority of the duke of Richmond, by whom they had 
been fuppor^'ed, and thence inferred, that the opinions of thofc 
in the higher and lower flations of focicty were treated in a 
very diflerent flyle of refpeil. When„ the membeis of 
Correfponding Societies at this time think, as the duke^ of 
Richmond thought fome years ago, a general outcry is raffed, 
and it is exclaimed, Will vou prefume to touch the facred 
aik of the c6i ftitution with unhallowed hands r” Nothing^ 
however, is faid, Virhen a minifter comes forward, not, indeed, 
with unhallowed hands, (a miniftcr’s hands are tike thofe of 
the high-prieftof old, which it would be faci ilcgc even to look 
at) not to touch i: oidy but to tear it to pieces. 

The foie rcafon affigned for this outrage againft the confti- 
tution wa>, that when new occafions offer, new changes niufl: 
take place. Nothing new was pecelTary on the decay of Old 
Sarum, and the annihilation, but the name of the Srotten bo- 
rough^ of England j the late meeting of the Correlponding 

So*. 
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Society hsJ hcvve^^cr ufbercd in a new sera in the hiflory of the 
worlJ. He ur';ed uprjti the fcrious confideration of nunillers, 
the fituation into which they had reduced the country, and 
implored them to abandon a fyftem pregnant wirh ruin ; and 
to employ every lenient and conciliatory means to gain the 
afFe<Sions of the people, and attach them to the coidiitution. 
He faid he knew there was a fpirit in the country to ward oft" 
the ravages of anarchy; he hoped alfo then was ^ Spirit to 
relift the ftrides of oppre/lion. Mr, Fox conduded by 
faying, th it he w'ould not contend that the w'ar alotfe was the 
caufe of the fcarcity of provifions ; but rhat it was an inte- 
gral part, one of the princip.d caufesof the fcarcity couii^hot be 
difputecl. As long as it continued, the (amc eft* 6t 
continually incrca^^ng. and muft allc) be felt for a ccmfiderable 
time after peace Ihould be concluded ; for this was not one 
of the cafes in which there were ic:afoo;.ble grounds (or cx- 
- petting that, ^^fuhluta caufa toLitur 

The Solicitor General offered a lew remarks in the way of 
explanation. 

Sir Francis Bajfei defended hi i.feir from an infinuatlon 
which he coi ccived to have been made rft him by 
Mr, Fox, of iiaving »jf.d language which rni(.:;u be C'nilrued 
jijj. into an avow'nl //^W principles, fie would not ietf);t 

" 4tpon the Right Honourublc Gentleman by a coaigc fd his 
being a lavouicr of pjinciples that jacobm'ccd^ though 
his fpecch of that irght favoured of them a little more flro;u;;i‘’y 
that was ufually heard in that houfe. He thought it necVffary 
to fay thus much, as it was of infinitely more importance to 
plain men }il;e him not to be milr prefcntcd, th m it was to 
persons of Mr. Fox’s powers, who were alway'=^ capablo of 
explaining any thing In which they confidcred ihemfcitcs to 
be niirinterpr;-ied or mi funder Hood, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that as he had re- 
peated. y delivered his lentnnents up^ n .the Bill, he felt but 
Ihti^ in^ined unneceflarily to take up the attention ot the 
houfe, plifticularly as moft part of what had been airoa<]y 
Xalid that day had little cQnnct:tion whth the queftion. Under 
this defeription he did not include the* comparifon which 
Mr. Fo:t had thoiit^ht proper to draw between a revoluiiuii 
in this country in favour of the houfe of Sruart, and a revo- 
lution in favour of that kind of government which French 
. principles would recommend and inculcate^ No man could 
more fenfible than he was of the dreadful calamities th<j£ 
; would fuftain by the re-eftribliflirtHsnt of a popifh 

who would, > no doubt, endeavour to fubvert our 
’ libcnicfi. 
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liberties our religion, and oiif laws, and poffibly he might 
fuceeed in his^objedt. He had no hefitation, however, in 
declaring^ that were he to choofe between two fuch horrible, 
alternatives, he would clreartully prefer the reftoration of the^ 
prctcijtidcr to tb^t cruel and defolating fyftem of anarchy* 
which would radically deftroy all thofe principles by which 
focial order was maintained. He fcrupled not to agree with 
the Right Honourable Gentleman in declaring, that were we 
under the, fame circumftances that prefted on our anceftors. 
We Ibould equally ready to make the fame facrifices that 
they had/dbne ih fo ncceflary a refiftance ; and he further ad- 
inittyd^ tH^t when we -expreffed ourfelves equMly willmg tO; 
rifk ou(t^ Uve^ in an oppofition to‘ cither jacobiiical or Jacobini- 
cal principles, we had no more to offer^ nor were we any 
longer to feek for any praflreal difference. It happened cqu- ' 
veniently for his purpofe, that the arguments and illuftrations 
employed by the Right Honourable Gentleman, furniii)cd, 
him with materials which would ferve fbr an anfwer to moft 
his arg.uments, as for as he had urged any thing clofely 
conne£ted w t n the fuhjeft. Of this comparffon between the 
two kinds of revolutions alluded to in particular, without 
a:tempting to rcafon on which fide the choice ought ta pre- 
ponderate, it was fufficient to fay, that we were ready with 
tfur livens to refift the introdii^^hon of either. 

Here then the ChanqqUoi^ of the Exchequer faid, he wiflied ' 
to paufe, and befeech the lR%hVHon. Gentleman to adopt the* 
fage counfels of his anceftors,'With the fame ardour wfiich he 
expreffed when he declared his defire to imitate the valour of 
their arms*. Our anceftors expelled the family of the Stuarts^ 
and eftahlKhed the glorious and immortal revolution •, iti the 
fiifl: irfftance by the fword ; but their bravery might have 
been ineffedual, if they had not fecu.red their obje£t by legif- 
lative provifions. It was in this manner, more than by per- ^ 
fonal valour, that they preferved the conftitution. What wias • 
the Bill of Rights itfelf^ but a nieafure adopted by 9 U|y||ice(- 
tors in confequence of their finding themfeivcs undei^*ip||p\^ 
cumftances ? They declared, it to be high treafofF"^t6 dif- ’ 
pule the Q^ieen’s authority, to deny that ^ the Parliament waft , 
competent to coniine ant^jimit the fucceffion, and, finally, to ^ 
rciifldr attempts to jntrOTUce a fyftem, different from that 
which they had eftabliftied by the laws, felonioufly penal. Upon 
examining the prefent Bill it wbuld be' found, that their exahn- 
pie was rigidly adhered to, and preventive .meafure,s refofted to , 
on motives of 'ppli^'and prudence, in order to guard agiinft 
that extreme which' v^^u][dj?i;|kc it neceffary for many toiriffc 
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their lives in a conteft, and be involved in all the miferies that 
attend a civil war. One great recon iTrendation of this tem- 
porary meafurc was, that it ftridUy adhered to the examples 
of former times ; and while, it added to the general fecurity, 
made no innovation on thecotiftitution, or, in the fmallcfbde* 
gree, weakened the fpirit df the jaws. Our ancellors, in 
times df danger, and even during that interval, wbidh took 
place between the depofition and reAoration df the monarchy, 
adhered, as much as fo peculiar a fituation Wou|djadmit, to 
ancient forms,, and conduced the public buildeli: by means 
of both houfes. of parliament, if that aflembly could properly 
, be called a Parliament, when it was adtually deprived;^'^!!^ 
of its component parts. . " ’ 

Were there no precedents, no land-marks, to guide their 
proceedings/ on the prefcnt emergency ? In days of difficulty 
and danger, which had threatened one branch of the legifla- 
ture^ and when doubts had arifen refpefting the competency 
of parliament to legirfate in one particular c^fe, limiting the 
fucceition of the crown ; our anceftors made a law fuitablc to 
‘ , the occafioiiit JBut at this time what was the enemy that we 
bad to contend with and what the matter to be repelled ? Not 
an attack upon one branch of the iegKlarurc, not a doubt 
about the right to legilTate in a particular cafe $ the right to le- 
* giflateat all was queftioned, and the legality of mon.;rchy it- 
lelf in any lhape Was denirf. Was;that, he begged to afle a 
proper time to iit>ftili, and refrain froit) Caking vigorous and ef- 
feAual meafures, merely becaufe they might deviate in fome 
degree from tftabiHhed pradice? The parallel that had been? 
attempted to be drawn between the meafures of the executive 
government at this time, and thofe of the houfe of Stuart,iit 
aid degree applf^. In the days of the. Charles’s, the people 
were all taught to look up to Parliament for fafety and 
jprotedion : they might undoubtedly look elfewhere for affifl- 
but Parliament was the center in which all their hopes 
reded) and in which alpne they were led ta 
their grievances : fuch had been the exam- 
. ancedors aC the revolution, and as it was before 

tbeir eyes, it ought to regulate their proceedings. The Ho- 
nourable Gentleman he (^rerved,bi^|^ talked of rifking hisdife 
in defence of the condication; that was not rec^uired; the 
Ronouiable Gentleman wasoniy called upon to apply fuch fa- 
lutary laws to the prefent date of the country as the circum- 
^ipand, and the riiking of lives, for prefent at lead, 
l>e unnccedary : but precaution niuftJBe ta£en in time. 

might as a HVdhg ^dof cif the 

' 4 /' ^ rpri^ricty 
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propri^ of the meafure. At the revolution the crown became 
vacaiit’ll^ our anceftors in their wifdoiii retained the forms of the 
iioiiftitution* and confidered it to be ftiil fubfifting. The two 
houfes of parliam^^ftt a:id not the body of the people, were re- 
ported & as the, means by which the legiflature, in its collec- 
tive and entire form, was to be reftored ; this proved that with 
piirliamen^ alone, the right of malting alterations in Jth^aws 
had always refted. - ' 

The point jto be conficTered had been indfted upon 
much ill ^e bdufe,, and, as he uhderftood, made very induftrious 
ufe^pfdiittrof it, wz.that the prefent Bill was calculated to create 
and caule a reparation betW en t^e lower and the 
higher wders of the people. The effed of this Bill, he was. 
xeady to maintain;, would be d ametrically the reverfe. l"he 
fyftem of dividit^ the orders of the community was that 
which formed the grand fpring and power of Jacobini(fn^ 
which the prefent Bilj was evid^tly calculated to oppofe, to 
check, and to fupprefs. It was by exciting the envy and 
hatred of the poor againft thofe in higher ftations, by hold- 
ing out to them the hope of exchanging their cofidttion^, 
and by reprefenting .propc-rt);^as the ealy prey of the indigent, 
the lole, and the licentious, "that the profligate principles of 
Jacobinifm had fucceeded in deftroy ingall focial order inFrance, 
and the fame* end had been aimed at by the fame means, in all 
other parts of Europe. 

Under our happy conftitution, he believed there was n6 ^ 
man of rank or property^, at this time, fo negligent of his 
duty, and fo Unacquainted with his imerel^, as to d;^aw a 
Jine of leparatiun betM^en himfelf and thofe that were below 
him, in rank, affluence, or degree. What nauon in the 
world did exift, cr had been known to exilL in which, the 
great and the low were placed at fojittle a diftance, and fb 
.flightly feparated ? A continued and well cemented coti* 
neCtipn, which could notcafily'he diflblved, was fb viftblp, ^ 
that it was impofliblc fofix upon any link in the gene^ chain 
wher^ the union of the parts di3 not immediately Appear* 
7'he middle clafs derived fupply^ vigour, and fuppoit, 
that below it ; diffufed it through all around ; communicatei 
and received reciprocal aid from that which was above it ; 
and an animating fpring gave that a<5Iivity and general cir- 
culation of benents to the whole, which compofed the order 
.of well regulated focicty. " 

The maiiiier by, which the Right Hon. Gentleman bad 
.attemped prove that the tendency of this Bill was to make 
dueb invidious diilihdions was moft extraordinary. The 
I " 3 4 a 68^ 
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Bill had been hel3 out, as a BStII which profcribcd aj| imeN 
ings whatfoev'cr from, pStitioning- parliament, cxcept^uch as 
were licenied. So far from this, the BilUcfi all eftablillied 
'meetings precifely as they were before. Thc; requi^g a li- 
cenfe had been Hated in all cafes as a^ iritolerablc ev$,,it was 
ncvertj^elefs, fingular enough, that «<?/ to .re<|i^r,^ a jlicenfe 
wa’^bilfidercd as a ftiil worfe evil^ on acC0iiht par- 

tiality of the principle. Let him afk, what wjj»*i8|j^^partia- 
lily? Was it that all other meetings but were 

licenfed were to be aboliflicd ? No (uch 
merely to be put under fome hew rcflii6licx,ns, wn|™^ j£|^hlcl 
make them more refenible the regular mdetings, 
not to be fubie£le4 to a licenfe. 

-^To come to the main queftion. It was diftinflly this, 
‘Firft, does the Bill fo abridge and lirnit thi right of petition- 
“ t'Og parliament as to Jeave it Infuflicient'for the purpofe of 
! affording due conriirutiod(|l fccurity ?* Secondly, df.es the 
'Bill Impofe any ineffe(9ual, fuperfluous, .ind unneceffary re- 
'ftraints? In order to judge upon thefe queftions, he.w^ould 
' confider what were the limitations impofed by the Bill- on this 
- •'right of petitioning, A previous notice of the intended meet** 
ihgs in certain cafes, to be required. The meetings 
of corporate bodies* were not required to give any notice 
whatever; rhectings called by a certain number ofjuftices, 

. meetings called bythelqrds lieutenant of co!Onties,or by iheriffs, 

‘ were air excepted, froiri the obligation ; how unfair then was it 
• to call the Bill, as it had been called, ^ an extinclion of the 
right tb petition,"^ when, in that channel tbrough* which 
petitions ufually come, was Hill left%pen‘; and he was as 
rea^y as any bian to admit broadly, ihdX'fuppofed or retil griev^ 
enca mighty’ as matter of rights be pfeftnted'to Parliament hy 
iillfdnh of people. He mutt, however, at'tKefame time re- 
^ipajrk, |hat he did not confider thofe to be the bell friends of 
or the lowct ranks of people, who were al- 
them to bring forward pL iition?, and cncou- 
agitation and difeuffion of public aff.irs; among 
‘ flibfetoo who, of all men, from their education, tSieir habits 
> of life, and their means of information, were indifputaWy the 
leaft capable of exercifing , found judgment on fuch topics, 
" Tilie right of petitioning then remained as formerly, excepting 
l in certain cafes, to wi|iclf be had alluded. ' 

I ,,, With regard to the obferyations made by .the Hon. Qent. 

inui:|g^;eijccforpro4armgainorc eq^al reji^i^enration of 
hefaid, he wouldvdo Ifttn the iuf- 
tid fijiy, that be never had ^acouraged the wild,'YH|ohlry, 

' 4 : ani 
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ahd %|ifchievous plan of univerfa] fuftrage and a nnisrf parli- 
He had felr, what every man of feiife nd ohierva- 
tion nliiift feel, th^t the Houfe of Commons compofed as it 
was, was tJie virtual reprefentation of the people of ringland; 
the foie matter^'in doubt waS| whether the mem ber$ had fuch 
an identity of intereft with thofe who had no voi se iirelediion 
of reprd&pt^ti^ifes, as \Vould fccure to -the latter the confi- 
deratioiij'td^^Which, as EiigHihmen, they ought to be entitled. 

In the held upon that fubject formerly, though fomc 

'of been regularly convened *by the iheriffs, 'he 

that their proceedings were lo >ked to wiihk 
;palbury than the proceedings of thofe meetings whidi* 
wwc aflembled in a regular manner. 

60 little , had been urged in oppofition, to the ptovifioris 
of the Bill, that( It was unneceffary for him to a'fgue much 
in their defence, ; The notice to be given of meetings held 
avowedly for the difeuflion of phblic meafures, had been fo 
modified as tb retain little of that formidable appearance ia 
'which gentlenif n at fii ft reprefented it to b-^ar ; indeed, the 
honourable gentleman himfelf had confefled^ it was thaf ' 
part ol the Bdi to v/hich he faw the 1 call objection. So nc- 
* ceftary did publ c advertifenaertts, in order to convene large 
bodies of men on political queftions, ftrike him to be^ 
that 'the claufe would feem a fuperfluous precaution, If it 
were not for the peculiar conftrudion of the Coircfponding 
focieties, w'hich, by their divifions and fdbdivifions, had not 
'only the means ofTecret conamunication, but alfo of pikjmpt 
execution of their defigns, however alarming, hqwever dan- 
• gcrous. 

It had been much infifted on that a main obj eft ion to, the 
Bill wa<^, that tbefe meetings were hereafter to be held under 
the infpeftion of magiftrates. ' T 'he force of ' this objeftion 
Would fiirely be done away, when, it was confidered that this 
provilioii only fet all other meetings, on the fame footitig 
thofe which had always been authoriied in their corp^atelCa- 
pacities ; for in regular meetings the (heriff was neteflariljr 
and of courfe always prefent. The next^poiat complained 
of, had been the mode of dlfperfing of meeting*?. Was it pef, 
fiblc for the houfe not to have ;telt the danger of fome la« 
meetings, and did they notfce\thcneceifity of c*hecking them ? 
If they did not, he would only fiy, that this wa^ not me timr 
to thfle, if they did noi feize the opportunity of applying « 
pfcventive,? 4 iey mighv.ft>on/lofe the power of exeyriiing thfir 
6wn ftn0ib^is'in that boufe. •For this reason it was highly 
HWcefiary to -^rant new difetetionary power to magiftrates, % 

degree 
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degree of additional power, guarded by. the degree of addi^apd 
. refpotifibility attached to them* He owned he feina 
aftoniOiment at one argument coming from a quarter froni 
which he leail expedica it, a declaration that ftruck at the 
very foundation of the adminiftrhtion of this 

countiy. A learned 'gentleman, of thei lirft cha- 

radlcr and practice,. of the fineft talents, t£^ RU^^|b;^iiant- 
abilities and the highefl; fame, bad- urged as |^|a^bipent 
againft the Bill, and put it in a general and Rian* 

nw, that the magiflyacy of the country wer* 

Aipt ; an invedlive agaipft a body of perfons, tO 
tions, in their fituation, the country owed the nji^l^i^gnal 
fcrvices. With i^pal furprife he had beard the fathii fedViked 
and Honourable Gentl^an (Mr. Erlkinej who, while He 
arraigned the diferetion granted to the ma^rates lipder this 
Bill, acknowledged at the i&roe time, thatjdhey were already 
authorifed to exercife the lame, powers under the cxifting 
laws, namely, the Riot Ad^ and a ftatute of Henry IV. ■ 
■which had been alluded to hy the judw (the late Lord Mans- 
field) on the tji^ of Lord George Gordon. Without infift- 
ing, for the prefent, on the illibcrality of the fuggeftion, its 
.jnconfiftency was glaring, and it might be proper to confider,, 
m another point of view, how a meeting convened by a 
fiwriff couW be eftcemed a meeting held only by permilfion of 
bjs Majefty ^s minim's* That IherilR were appointed by his 
Maiefly, from lifts made out by the jqdges of affize, ol the 
perjqns moft capal^of fetving tbat'olficev yvas ccrtoinly true. 

■ Al^ugb the office of (heritt was an office of dignity and 
honour, ufcrche toalk, whether his Majefty in conferring it, 
beftowed a favour which called for any gniat gratitude on the 
wart, of the refceiver, he believed that in inoft inftances he 
iStouid b.p 'anfsrered in the negauve. Added to this, when the 
appointment was oncp conferred, tiie king had no power to 
, ‘^^pivc ,|he perfon appointed flteriff; and upon the whole, 
there., fcarcely 'My* office which was attended with a 
gfeateir degree of independence. Other magiftrates, who 
excrcifed offices for which, as all our law writers dwlared the 
nation was indebted to them, and who, in the feryice.of tneir 
country, every day exppM Jiemfelves to infults and dangers, 
Ac could not but lament that any profcffional gentleman (hould 
he found to fpqak of them with fuch undeferye<l indignity. It 
merltj^Abe clofe examination of gentlemen, he laid, to 
sifw'anJ to what .mmpot only, iAe«ppwers 
‘ 'mndfer the prefent Bill ‘.went, to pirevpq* fneeiings »» 
lefigns (eemed calculated to obtain xemds thtough 

other 
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other rri^dium than the legiflature, ' and to difpcrfe them, if the 
were of opiniop, that the proceedings held, or the 


f(ki^h^delivcred at any meeting had an illegal tendency. 
In iine/the foie ol]je<£i of the .Bill was, that the pfople (hoalit 
look to*]|artiaiiient, and to parliament alone, for the redreft 
of fucb^ei^iices as^tHey might have to complain of, with a 
confidlS^^^^e of rdief being afrorded tbem^ if their com* 
plaintj^Uft aM. be well founded and pra£l!cally rcmeJiable* 
Thll^' jKS pl be underftood that the condition of no man 
he could find a legal means of bringing 
before his teprefentatiYes in parliament, and 
to their confideration ; but that he would not 


open, through w|^ a torrent might rufli in^ 
ahd overwhelm the coiillttutmb^ It behdved them to take 
care tha* rtiehacesji^erc not conveyed to parliament under the 
pi^etekt of petitie^ and that they ;|vere not made the vehicles 
of indire^ lihel$,^;fabricared at meetings convened under the 
pretence of very dHFerent objedts, by men whofe real purpofe 
it was tp undermine and fubvert the conftitution. * After 
a concife l>ut pointed fcries of anfwcrS to thefc'eraJ objedfions 
that had been urged againll: the Bill, the Chancellor of the 


Ex^ejuer concluded by faying, that, upon the whole, a juib 
Corriparifon ought to be made between the evils that might 
follow from this Bill, and the dangers that might arife were 
the houfe to rejeiSl it. The balance beiti^ ftruck on this Al- 
ternative, the next queftibn was, whether It was not neceflary 
that the people (hould know it was to parljTament alone that 
they muft look for any alteration of the and that, when 
their grievances were known and ftated, they would not look 
to parliament vain for redr^fs i The houfe and the public 
were equally interefted in this Bill, and fo was every clafs of 
the pcbjile, as fair and conftitutional petitioners; it therefore - 


«nly ren^ained for gentlemen to decide whether they did their 
duty beft for the int|^^s of their conftitutients or not, by en- 
tertaining or rejefling a Bill founded on fucH principles. 

Mr. Erjkine explained. He declared he only faid, tb^, by 
the pretent laws the magiftrates would have the power to dil- 
• perfe nwetihgs held for (edidous purpofes,. or likely to tend to 
feditioii ; and be muft perfift to contend it never was in the 
contemplation' of the law to preventtbo, meeting of the people^ 
to cbnfult on their grievances, to reprefbnt them decently^ * 
and prefent pettoohs to any branch of the legillature. 

Lord Hood;,X!ik merely to offer a few obfervatiohs oh |the 
late meeting "'if ^^^alacc yard, number of which that 

coaM| him to have been* 
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exceedirt^Iy exaggerate. Genrfqlfi«n had talked of $ 0 p 0 O 
|>erfons being prcfentiT he had beei^j^ured that the 
did not exceed 5000. Whatever*^ might have, 
number, his lordlhip pro&fled himfdf ready to confel^y that 
the nrTeeting bad obfcrved the gKi^teft order and 
and that the few words he wa$ <k'i(irt>ja#.of^addrei^n 
were reetived with filence and atrentbm. ^ 

He attended the mcetitlg in Palace-yard, 
many of his friQiids to dttend it, becaufe it 
tlon to objefl to its proceedings, as he 
fider it competent to exprefs the ^ntjnients 
cf Weftminfter. The unarttmity of opinioti _ 
fures before the, houfe, was perfect as from 

feme gentlemen wcii^e led t<^'^iP|bfe or choffe to 
great number^ certainly held up both their hands, in approha* 
tioti of the rcfolution propofed to them, fliJ[J>hc knew ehere 
were many prefent who held iifijnaJiand but remained 
£ieiice fp^e£larors of what palled. 

Mr. pox expreiTed his fatisf iclion on hearing the nigble lord 
..bear teftiinony to the peac<;able and orderly behaviour of the 
meeting, and have the hoiieft candour to confefs that the 
ebfervatioDS and obje^liods he had to offer, were receded 
with becoming «uenu«n and refpe^l ; cfpcGially as Snis 
confeiSon of the^mmfe lord completely lefuted ti^e accounts 
given of the meettng by certain perfbns and public prints^ 
who aflerted that one fide only was heard, and that no rerpe6l; 
or attention was paid to the other. With regard to the 
precifc number of perfons prefent, Mr. Fox faid, he could 
not take upon himlcif to afeertain : all he could fay was, that 
the meeting was far more numerous thaii any other he 
bad ever feen .coHe£bed together on a fimilar occafion, cither 
lilt Cpveut Garden or elfewhere. ^ Much lef|i would he 
pretend to fey, that alitbofc wbo attended at the meeting 
were hbufboldjers of Weftmmifter, for,dfwch was not the 
intention of tbofe'Wbo advifed or called' the meeting; their 
wtSi that it iboMjid be compofed of the Inhabitants 
of Weftmia^er, at large, ail of whom were equally pffeSed 
by the profent toeafuces, ag^nft. the pafling of which th< 9 y had 
aflembied to femon^^le. " 

Mr. and had long feon the ne- 

ceility of ipeedily fl^rong ai^ eife^tuia! iheafure 

in order m the feditiqh politicai poifon 

fprlcad/’||I^Xjfbreatened\|p^^^^ and 

' whole feouiitfy*’ n«)t approve 

propel in 'aU-:i^ 
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m two points : one that which entrufted ma- 

f iwHes with a difcretionary power, for the exercife of which 
e thought no man adequately qualified; the other, that 
which prohibited all public Icnunng on any given fubjefi, 
without alit^nfe, whereby he conceived the difFufion of ufeful 
knowledge would be checked, and impediments railed tigainft 
the Gultf^op and improvement of the arts aed kiences. He 
thought h right to ftatc thtle obje£bons, but faid he would, 
nevertbc^D Vote for the fccond reading of the Bill, widi- 
out hwelf to give it any further fupport, unlefs the 

pro'i^fiomwlich appeared to him obnoxious were meliorated 
■or with^wn. 

Sir Jehu Routy in allufion to an obfw'va^n made by Mr. 
Sherubui) find, that be, for one, would not foar or hefitate to 
face his conftitueott, though he commended and would vote 
for the meafure then under difcuffion,with the necefSty of which 
both he and they were deeply imprefled. In proof of this, 
he read to the houfe the refult of a meeting held by the free- 
holders of the county of Suffolk, m which they inftrudfed their 
reprefentatives to fupport every meafure that could tend to 
the fkfety and fecuri^of his m^fty's perfon and government, 
and to check thofe ^itious anemblies which had fo juftly 
alarmed the nation. 

Mr. Shtrtdan faid a few words m explanation, after which 
the queftion being loudly and repeatedly called for, the houfo 
divided. 

(for the fecond reading) 

Majority 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wfdnesoat, Nt/ombtr 18. ' 

The land and malt Bills were read a fiscond timc;<»-Ad« 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

WssKEscAY, JNifemier 18. 

A petition of the Mayor, Alderakeo, and chief |lurgefie^ of 
the borqugfitaf in thO of in common hall 

alTembledi; was prefented to the houfe and read ; fetting forth 
Voj.. I, 1795. 3 B dtat 
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obfervingk by the votes «f;the boafe, dut a If 

fttpointed tp t^e intdednfider^'oSnbe pre&nt com IktUfSi ibf 
petitionera .iUks It’avc to oblbrve, that, in thnr Ofipion) an 
cfFe£>ual means o{ ieflening th^ {trefent high pricA of i orn will 
be by arobibiting the Ale of com b|r&inpieia|| 4 t^ 4 EiOurfe to 
Cv>m|m the Armer to bring hia com tO tnarlulv Am mt, witb> 
in the left ten years, tUi piR&ice of bnnging by has 

become alotou univerflil,<^and few loads of oorit> IM ti^ leen 
in moricei at Newpoit, whereas, fome two 

hundred waggon loads have been frequently a 

market day ; that the good cSiidls of bringing corn< 
were, that a poor perfon mij^ buy a Ack or fdwm^iiinl^ty 
ihied to his purfi^ gt th»£m and cneapeft hand, add befides^ 
that it contributea* lo lower the price, for the Oom bemg 
brought to market^ tbR« fttti^ was connd^ to fell it cheaper 
rather than carry it back again} and another good and piea- 
ftng tsSiSt w$a fknduoed, that it tended to fliew the ftock and 
abundance of the country, when the Arniere from the different 
parts exhibited their ftores to public view ; and therefore pray, 
ing, that the piWEhor of felling com by (ample may be dif. 
Lounleiianced by the honfe, and that Aich other meafurel for 
reducing the price of corn may be adopted, af the wifdom of 
the houfe {ball fuggdi. 

Keferred to the Sele£l Commihak on die com trade. 


LABOVRMS IN HUSBANDRY. 

Mr. that at this* critical period, he 

found hitpielf naueb inteteflwl by die htuation and dtftreiies of 
an important and rcfpe^ble d!m of people in diis country; 
he meant thofll#o wen employed in thelabonous part of the 
various brandlM of hufbandry: the labouring poor were, 
inhiaidea, ihemoft valtiaUe part of the cornmunity, taken 
iif fbvend poiiits of view, ana vet, In many parts of Gnat 
firlWui* naedteriltleh^icn td’ iubje^ fuffmd fo much from 
tbe'lwildfliips oTAek^reteiebMipations in times of dtftreft, 
|i|ititMWly %in tbrnThot having any means to remedy their 
~ i years paft the price of proviffens bad 

' i>iv^eB paid for the ^vicet of the 
fixae counties, throughout the 
were utniily di^reppiti ena te to 
Dully him for fnme 

I ban hifiihNpihpnt hod co their 

badf the 

ifete theieibre the oMie en- 
titled 


Ai^ngt,^ Fi 
been jh> hiiyN; 
labouring poerf' 
kingdom, more 




gdevances, 
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tiljw) wf Aa particular atterilcAM) of At Hou(^« Artifanv, and 
people, tcXOrivt, at times of pwblio fcarcity, 
and pt when they deem tt juflAable to demand an ad« 

vancp oP*<#ages, and frequently oblige their employers to 
rnbmtt to It, but huAandmen had no fueh rem^y at 
hand) it /AjyhaUently became the peculiar duty of paiiiamcnt 
Co provMimwI^i relief, ' 

A ftahuA «S|f $I»!»beA, at prefent in txiftence, gave juftices 
the poWlV ln| P^^atc annually, atthewlSons next after Eailer, 
the wAM^'wWing men } owning to various cauies, how^ 
epeiy' m|ipl||^me obfolete, one great reafon was becaufe os 
It the magiftratet to M *he pnee of labour en> 

tireijjKS^pAnir of thoft wbo empjoy^ while Ae labourer was 
unprovided wiA means of enfofl(dngf«ftl<>tini, Ae taw Aerex 
fore <opie«eitAd entir^v in favour of Ae opulent, and left Ae 
werlcing atfaiidircretionel t^onfidenttion, or at Ae mercy 
ot the jttftices, wlm had long ceaftd to taiee Aefubjedt under 
thcii cogaifance." 'Mr. Whitbread Ibid, he Arew out Aefe 
obftrvations at Aat time, wholly with a view to call the at- 
tention of the houfe to a fubjed fo inrereftlpj^ at prefetot. 
He did not mean to make any Ipecihc motion immediately on 
the fubjei^;, but at a future period be would fubiMitit in 
form tor Aeir mature confideration and deodion. 

STAI{gH BILL. 

The houfe having refolved itielf into a c^ptmittee on the 
Bill to prtAibit Ae makitq^ of ftwoti ^iclea of human 
fo »l, and for encouraging its imp^M idml Ais countiy, 

Mr. /Wiaid^oAer articles, at wVU as thofe enuuMiated in 
the Bill, were made of wheat, which Aerefore he eonoeived 
ought to be included : he underwood that AWt Were many 
othff mateiulsof which an ejmeheiM; ^alht mlghl be made, 
but Aat whcaien flour was at prefent almoft generaltv’io u*e 
lor Aat purpolb ; Aat prpvdkms A pAvent Ae confiunption 
of articles iteccfTir/for fubfiftence, iv^ldheAelP«i{»rticu|^ljjft 
expedient and wife, When lubftitotcs»^p <Htfierent ihNrtt, 
thou A flood for the purpofislp Which |tum was applied^ w«W 
tquauy Known. ’ .j J * ♦ 

Mr. (aid, if what had ftdkn from^ Eight tftA Gen- 
tleman fhoitld turn out, Upon en^ir ]^7 fo tfp of that coiv 
Icqucnce which hampuaiWa to thtw, w vBSwW cfitaiuly be 
proper wincludeliWetAidertbe wuplMhf tefltriajed ankles » * 
although he had believe A#the dhlef de^ptipn 

of mairnali lAt tfemuAiily M&d ttY Eliiit refled W1^ oak pow- 
deiL ftareh, ««4 Mhci . ‘ 

3 **B f ' ' hjf* 



37» WOO&F ALL'S PARLIAMENT AS.? rIiPORTS.. tCoimoirif 

Mr. Ftx faid, he was well ailUred the objedl was mlkli n^ore 
eoftfiderable than might at hrft be imagine : he inftaiiedi the 
great quantities of^ourtifed in the noufes of the higim tkkfles 
of people en the article of paper-hangings, in whidi pafte 
made of wheaten flout was, Iw believed, withdittle exception, 
in general ufe ; pafte*board atfo was another artiCdCji the quan« 
titles of which made, would not be readily bdieve4<Ni * fuwr- 
ficial view: he, however, meant no more thartdo pStr thefug> 
eeftien, diet it might be made ufe of m the CoMmittee above 
^rs, if the committee thought proper. ‘ ’ ^ 

Mr. Rider laid, the fug^sftion was not a had 

already been under the connderation of the committ^ir* 

The blank in the Bill was filled up with the data ah sibhicii 
it extends, the ift df FdttUary, 1797. 

Sever^^claules were movM, and added to the Bill* for re» 
ilriding the importation of packages of ftarch, ic 9 . lefli than 
144/^. averdupoife wdlgbt, for the forfeiture of fuch articles 
imported, if not entereJ, and certified to proper oflicers, ftamps 
or feals affixed* and expofed in open Hold. 

General Smith alked how peifuns in foreign parts were to 
become acquainted with this a£b, the iteration of which was 
to take place immediately ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer explained* dillinctly, that 
the Bill provided againftfuch contingency. 

THE BUDGET. 

The Cbaneel&r fjt*^ Batheauer gave notice* that be meant 
to bring before the^oufe, fubjea of the Supply in a com* 
mittee af Ways and Moun* on Wednefday tte gd of De- 
cember. 

Wltm FOR EI.ECTIONS. V 

Read a fitft time Mr. Dent’s Bill for forwarding the con- 
▼ejatMie of Wntaexpedfitioufly for the elections of members of 
|auwi|ieiit* ' 

UtatBht that'W^ a new parliament is about to be called* 
ihe mciSeliger of tifo 4oan of chancery fliall carry the wnt^ for 
Xipnddn to the fbentfs* a^ for other ^aces to the poft-mafter, 
arho fiialt makf a entry of the ftate of receipt and dii- 
patdi* foe. fog. Qmmi to be printed. 

^ dOilF COMMITTEE. « 

Tlfo Houfc refoSyid Itfolf into a cottmajllee* on the high 
ftieetif corn. ‘ « ** 


The 
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:}'f-^^hafKeihr if ■^^tbequer rore to ttiove fome refdtu- 
confequence of'tte report of the Sele^, Committee. He 
■f aU ' & youid be unnec^^ry in him' ICo go et large iato<the 


Ubjie^'; Or do more than ftate th|le refolutioi:^ 

1% bounty of ftcs, <i qtia-ter -fliould be given for wheat floor im-e 


poitQi^||^'.i^|, part of EM fouth bf Cape'Finiflerre^'the McdiisriraneaA, or 
% proportional Bounty per batt^ly until the^ ihould'^Jiave arriyeJ 

.;X ■>•■■•• 


S ^roport'oiiate, flini per barrd> for all the otliot 


the firll 5C$bj|^ quartets. _ ' * 

per quarter, and a^opiwdonatc funi'piw band, from Briti/h Arae- - 
United States, for the firft |ob,ooo quarters.- And, afu'r the fpecifici 
qudilltitiea AiomW arnve, loi. pir from all plates* Alfo js. 

eoro, for the ^ 500,000 quattcitS| and 3s. per quarter a^er- 
wards. 1'*^'' ' , ‘ ' 

A^il which bounties iho^d pntintte unj^^the ,3rflef A^guft, ‘i7q6.’* 


Mr. IIu//eji faid, he had been given ttinhderibnd, that there 
was but little chance of getting, by imporjRtion, the number of :* 
quarters on which the hrft bounties would attach ; and he 
thought it impolicy to fpecify any quantity, as the knoj^-Iedge 
that fo large a quantity would be wanted, would tend to raife)'-' 
the price of wheat in foreign markets. Another circunt- ‘, 
ftance ocipurred to him, which was, he thoue|it the boumjr',): 
offered Rjr wheat froth AmerlOo too low. Wbe^t,' in Ame- 
rica,, was two dollars a WM, Britifti. The. 

freight lifr tuiliel, from The infmance fer - . 

-bu^V ilA. TJiie mercheinfit profit tt woulif. bft; proper to ' 
5s per quarter, auef the lilques to which infu/ance did 
not exttnd, fuch as tbe-.^rque pf cora being damaged t 
thefe t|Bc|ed,piade prr totfliel The grofs charges 

vwt^piar btdhel Thft: drawback of the, bounty p«r 

'!•' bu&cl was t^t quite;2s. ; nett coft to the .merchant^ 
when the arrived in tb» . cptfoti^, Vf ,»9 its. ^ 

- this -ftatement then, which no ii^l^^could contradi^, hrould lljt. 
« >ho<W(»th the while. p^qBefchmi^p ipeculate from Aetr 'd|^i 
{M^lttion of what the atstrke^.pricei ,'bpfe. would .he ? . , . > ■ :; 

V I Mr-. Hufley faidj ,he was 

h» objedions, that :he belUwp^i^fjl^ilid heqelfita^ hl'1 
divide the prop^ to the bounty from 15s.' 

to aos. wt’W ;, : ■ 

-'Tlifi\ impik th.eoK 

' ' 'npjr'ihoild as -yet. ntt 

c.' ^ .^''' ■' -T - , ■ ' , x«v^ 
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€«J,ve, and after beft confideraift 


givej,^ 

^ of 

^ of ■ 

•iiiirhicb were to rtceive ti^ firft Wbttid ^^.icbe Rrice 

of foreign t^arkttey he wqmU '* — 

there limit, (|i| 

raifing the 1^1 hi^^r thaaif 

any number j atid ther^.^ing a 
good of Ha^ntoE tbc/ufjjiiSj^d tern pttng t 
to. be cphipetitorjl^^^to run which fhpulrf I 

toreceb'ea highe/ prite. .I^'was afi(o (>rnper qtti 
ration i . if j< weretp foiallcr. iiujfn!^ ^ q^ir- 


Ibave 


It were 
,1.,' it would 



i9jc,the;y"wroulil . 

^jeh v^,puld |M«V«{» 


ters the tiierchanN wej|d 

’'■riverjin'.fi'mb ,to get’i^T 

:, many from irt|<irtcrina^f.jy,.^,,^^ . ..... 

Gmetnl Smith b#pi^jed.;.ht{tb ,fl^omitims on tho Sdpdt 
,;,.)pomnut<M, ,ipr i^'^ptcat earireftriels and cj^ofc atte.btion 
j! <d‘bich they baa 'paid to” the important objects to which they 
appointed j.".lher thought it but jufl- that the country 
; flioulAkndw. th^t they Had tepdereJ it nie^tprious fenrice. He 
^ienter^ into a clofe "and minute exmiiphtion of Uie repprjtyf 
, in anfWerto th(t.>2cclaratiQji of the tntnitter, that ho cpnipcti- 
■tiot> of govprHmpnt with tlie inerchant vy’ouid , ttike iMace, 
whereby th^^ J^u’hties, oiit to inetcharvts wopkit.^ fuffi- 
' cient' inducemj^li^ •f'd tra<^, .|md;. pyp>. 

'cure an amplj.fvfjipjjrliSrd^^'la^^^ wwe .r^fonabk 
grounds fpt .ipch a deaarat|^ ,>:^,‘hj»d not yet Rny 

.merchadf venture to (ay^^ xvwi.j)S^^|jecn fai<^^ l>ii^liie»edi» Jjy 
any of the wiMtt;i|« t?!^!^fcdJby, ||p CQinmitbeKlhlt,^^ 


'*jriv was certain*, eyeii,. SI 


. , . . , , ,, , , J. •in^ccn.dntl'j^.- been 

dneiuioned., %Mgj^tdi:iou*, were ijqtyi^'^y4!0:f' 

'pn^pdTtd pf thet#.;.;' 

a comoeckiOtt^'.ai^^^j'ipi^'Fket'.was e|^>^t':high,a&'Xt 

nwkp 

|St^, a'bpiti VC.. , ' , ..M , #1' ' A^,' 

^t yetip ^»ged,*|o .€0*^..^^!$^ ’' 
|;.,w0Mld» y prnlmbdity, be . ■ 
|jhe myyiaiiits. _ , 'ft. 


,|il^bth«t» «hp. bityn^ytrf 

Wowid /ehder tlic ml 

;ttie ‘ 

gtHFieral ftagoafcfW 
A/jr* 




tu^ 

U . ' > .f'* 




ive ^ecec«?- 
’ ifie .b'>«fe„ 
i$M*red; 
npiy....tV 

the.; 




fe'fbrward by him was’ 
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l|pMli|iKmah*i friend, (^nought that na means fhould be 

rdteye on this okcaflon, whi^s a boiiitty 

was'l^ping oirtKe in^it^envbe thought that theie fliouSil 

* )n,perb^ j^ntuchj'paid to exportatbn, which 
h^:.g(^'^ij|th«^tiA wfi's cktt^g m,*p i i^ofb; , 
:, "a'nfl^a .laid, 

ned for G^ro'reyytitQ*,'tiyc''pi^^ duly 
French inchat^ghb!^tb(^»^^ them^' 
ying then<'^^-iBlxi'Fret!K;hJfO^ ifrhere they 
koney for thill -l^ght, the.ilriSels returned for 
\^e faine 

(Sr ^ 4bi ktiliBtriip'iti Mr. Lcch- 


iniSiiteji h^ j^djtharthe bi 


ati'lntiBrji1^ption,and prd^ljl pommittee. 

Me. Letbmere faid, it was a yfcy’lhif^hi^nt ct^hfideratioo. 

The CAa««//sr of the F*r<^«j^j^3#aa)iW ‘that the ftrifteft 
orders bid been given by the' executfi)^ie;>^di/eni^hht on that 

mu Lemhien gave his aflent'to the pltin*|)»rhpoled by the 
committee. He ifated.alfo'tliat in 'the county to which he be- 
longed t(OMrham) mdch agitation prevailed .on at^count. of the 
fcarcitjl ihid high price ot grain. With a very honeft and 
bene'vofeent intention, nodfbubr, fubferiptions had been inili- 
tai«d'foh^dl# |>urpofeof flhrcliaiitrg cori^and it at re- 

duced ’prifia^' ' His <olfeag.uh*«ihd •hhj^^^emilpphed to, to 
givb Ibhir'^iid to this ddii^'"|>il^^<bn^l|!fh d^bted how far 
it was liraijiir to dncouragd% In^fure which deftroyeJ all 
fair tectilatibn^ ai^ produced 'WlP^lune bad efFed on a nar- 
rowwi^ .ISSbicb had beep v^i0i ^_^ --aniifalt frtith the interfe- 
reiMX df ;gDveitB|ae«it wtthj^e'' thmij^fs* ijpf private merchants. 
Bi^g[i''4ihiil^#ri extreml^ am^tmstd idleviate the diftreft ft* 
felt ^ the pho^||%4hitJhsit quarter, he wilhed to 
Iqh^'f^bethhm fupply *P be' 'obtained 

which,' Report, governmcii^' 

^^^hil^i&idncelkr vf^hi.Ei(eheqiiitti( 0 ^e)A<, by'.l^hg,-.ldim 
Sierelhad’ been at a piii^ular tii^‘^'gkU;;th-was'hoC'^^ 
eluded that Aich vraS’^j^ the'cstftfil^'j"''.''^'*'’ 

W would operate imthe^iately v 

‘ " the 


Yi*eedj^at^ 
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tbe> farmer who at prefent held baefc jtis corn, under tinr idM 
of it better mar)cet when tftere: may be a greater fcart;|t}!y 'wa* 
.. fetislied that fuch a fcarcity would nbt exift, the ^hsmtity 
thrown direflW into the m^ket ft^ld at once fatisfy all the 
Ri^ Hbn> Qtndeman’s wifiies^ and the public wanls : he 
•was ther^»e» he iaid) f<i^ the higheft oountyi 'knd, in 
Ks opinion, tp^y met^antSf. who in general kmw'thofe 
tlungs better than any comnuttec of that hotife, with 

him. ' ">?; '■% !' 

The CJ>mctiht gj" \ht Excbtquir was ibrry that 
have occailon to differ on an^ (Hi 9 e£t from the boip^ui^e 
gentleman, and the more patti^^riy where their, obje£l wa» 
.^thc feme: if the nManspnjjj^ed' by the committee wbr« not 
iudicientto anfwer the pu|pofe," jme defe£l: was iivthe prin- 
vdple, as be.c^ceived, libte the difference of the bounties 
' were rendered neceifery bjr the difference of the circumftanccs 
. ^ the trade to the Mediterranean and America j by the fiiu* 
atton of which the rate of bounty had been regulated. 

Sir Francis Bering Ikidy the difference of freight from the 
Miditerranean wbuld certainly, in time of peace, be lefs than 
from America ; and in times of war there would be a ma> 
Serial dilFcrenCe, if (hips had or had not convoy, damage of 
corn was unavoidable ; and, in bis opinion, the boutUy mould 
he as high bn the American import. 

Mr. Fe* agreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on 
Ibme parts of this fubjecl:^ be owned however that on the other 
band the queffton became important, as to the prdbbble effeiit 
the bounty would have with ^afd to iihportation of corn front 
America ; he did not fee wlWthe bounty fhould be higher for 
the importation from the Mediterranean than from America. 
Let gentlemen recoiled that there were important points con- 
neded with this — Whether the fup^y ought to be trufted en- 
■ tirdy to individual merchants, or whether any thing fhould be 
dohe by government in tifet refped was an io^rtant .thing. 
V, In his opinion it wits j^per t^truff to merchants^. 't^it .he 
tnnft aifo obferve, that it woul^have been bett8$.,^gQvp|r.n- 
meht htt4 ieft this (ubjdd'laff year, as it was propdfedfo be 
'.done at this time., ^iendid not ftate this»as a matter of 
reproach to miniftcrs fdt what they did, he believed they did 
what appeared tp.them tip' br the oeft .W ;the 4^blic ; he ne.. 
'."^erffielefs thouj^ that this 

^;%]!Wnly wodld {Hmd^dee'h'bonffdurabie.d^l^l^jidlS to 
.imtmtry, with wffMd^td ..hs fdt dif- 

! the opinion of the vC(Hhmfttt^,V:m>4-:ffid rdblU'^ 
ckm$; puppofed by the Right Hon. Gentleman, which yrem 
. . founded 
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fouitdc^d ufjon that opinion.' At the fame timeV muft confefsj 
that he adopted that opinion, lie felt he did it with a con- 
fider^blc degree of hazard. i He wifllcd fomc mode might be 
thought of by which there .might bean experiment made foon, 
and by which they might judge of the probable clFecSt of this 
mcafure. He defired to be informed whether if this bounty w^s 
to laft f0^ period it would the efTe^^ propofed to a 
tonfideMble/^jndeed to any, extent. ^The exertions of indivi- 
dual not DC fo effe<^ual now as they might 

havcjiofi^^n * Mkncr occafions. He alfo wiflied to know wbe-' 
thefl^Ms l^Ight not he done to more limited extent; and if 
be f .utid defeftiv^ei jtoverxuTient, ought to take up 
the fubjedYi that if one meafure fa^cd^^thc other might be tried. 
He thought it WjoM have been;fprl«in^^ indeed for this coun- 
try if there had been fucb a Cpimmittee a$ the prefentlaft year, 
anef that the committee (hould have b^en of the fame opinion 
that they were at this time. He repeated it, .that he did not 
blame government for the partth^fed taken opon the ftibjedi. 
The queftion certainly had fomc delicacy and l|>ije danger , 
in it, and therefore if the ftep the rninifters tooHaftyear hap- 
pened to turnout an ineffectual one, he did not think it fair td , 
blame them for it ; he muft however obferve, that if, upon all 
occafions, as he believed the cafe to be, the fundtions of thei 
Houfe of Commons were better adapted for promoting the 
public good than tiiofe of the Board of Trade, he wiflied to fee 
them oftener exerted. He meant to fay nothing difrefpe^ful 
of tliat Board, which was appointed by hijs majeuyi Nor did 
he mean to fay any thing againft tbofe wbtJ compofed it. He 
could not help wifhtng that the fiin^ions of the Houfe of Com- 
mons were oftener exercifed upon thefe occafions. He 
muft further obferve, that if, that 'bad been the cafe laft 
year, the public might derived the advantages long 

ago which they now had: ih '^xpaftadon j and pcriiaps more 
than theycoulcl hope for at prifclit ; becaufe the exertions of in- 
di viduai! merchants would have been more important to the pub- 
lic Istft yeat? thaii they could be at this period ; and they could 
notconccali fifpm themfelves that there was not a certainty of 
merchnihts fpdculating on the importation of corn to a fufiicienti' 
amount. Thfe converfation in the Houfb upon the fubje£l h(S 
thought Ihoiild ^ke placed for there did pot feem to him that 
there was a weB-ifbunded.hope that the fuppty of corn from 
abroad would to^irt^n thouTaod quarters witbifi 

Idle time ^ ■ 

With regarJW^h^pW of this fcarcity which owing to 

fitt he ^Whed that was a great caufe, although there wer^ 
Xoi, I. i79|. 3 - u 
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alfo other caufes. The war tended t6 create this high pric^ of 
corn by enhancing the value of every articfe of life, not with 
us only, but alfo over almoft every other-part of the gloj!^ with 
wliich we had any tradcvor conneffion. If this were true upon 
'^confined points, it was true alfo ph the larger fcale, and muft 
generally afFeii ti>c pri<^ of all From all that 

had bedrt faid^ he confeilcd^ hehadiiot yet found a |!f^on why 
the bounty ihoulij Be Jefs the thiportation'.i^l'COjS^^^^ from 
America than from the-Mediterranean, and thereft^ 
there ought to be an explanation of^the Amcricim^liwi™ 

T^hc Chamelkr ay' the he did 

minion of his own ypon the h<>|JU^jV with ai much 
A he did the opinion of the CBJhOuttee.' That opFhioli'was 
that 15s. 9uairter for icnpdft^ion of corn from America 
v/as adequate, and> that hhithinj^lcfs than .20^ was adequate 
from the Mediterranean.* Not w^s vthiis the opihiph of the 
Committee merely^ it UrM (the opinion alfo of perfons of 
experience; perfons in liiHio were likely to adl under it. 
The brining of ebrn frotit:'dih Mediterranean attended 
with fonie^lifficulty, exclufive of the length of tthi^ voyage ; 
many inconveniences arofe from local circumftanccs, which 
would continue to operate while wc werp at war with France, 
Another confideration was the price of wheat in America 
was only 64 inflead of 72s. per quarter; on thefe grounds he 
propofed the difference of price, that he had ftated between 
corn from America and corn from the Mediterranean. 

With refpeft to the mode propofed of giving the bounty 
for a Umitcid time, Ibhr^r than that which he had'^ftated, he 
apprehended it would beattpf|^ed ^ith inconvenience; becaufe 
as no nian would know whai'hj$ neighbour would bring, nor ^ 
wl'.ethcr the time would not ebpfe before Jjc could make much * 
profit, the dcfire for cdUedtn^ me^xorn would be Icffencd. 

Whether it v^as wife to make c^eperiment, and referve to 
government 1the power of Merfc^biig in time, if the prefent 
plan did ndt anfwer expedition f was a quettion, which he 
thought turned on. bad pdjicy. If any thing be clear 
upon the fubje($, it muft be that two different^lf^pas could 
not fucceed at the fame, tithe ; and by attempt^^^ pie&rve 
.. the advantages cfbotll^ might, be feared, jlM'||betiifeIves 
unable to retainh|be If the merc|^^t had the , 

poflible prorpeS:;^ a cc^j^titton witji giSverntll^ llis motive 
. fpcculating was-Tcady to 

^ ^chtcj that were . 

Ngethcr. do ' 

.with it* Whether there , 
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government for the purchafes they made laft year, 
^matter he would not then difeufs j if ever there 
ihoijtln:^e any reafon to difeufs that point, he ftiould be ready 
to fliew they were amply juftified in what they did. He dif- 
fered with the Rignt Hoh^^rable Gentleman,^ in bis idea of 
of bringi^.all the bufin0f$ of tile Board of Trade before the 
Houie^\ The imnienfe bufine& bf that board required great 
and.n^lire|®[^en^ which could*hdc always be given by 
it was to be'tccoltefled that taat Board tranf* 
Duh when parliaDrient were not fitting. 

^iregard to the quefti6l^$ . how far the war produced the 
prei^t'lcarciiy ?: he nmfr bbiB^irye^ that befbie any perfon 
came to a cohclUfion upori thi^t ihtiftnels^ be ought to have all 
the circuinftandes of the b^re .him^ and to be maftei? 
of the wbbte fubjeiSl. ,He hoj^d that the hotife and the public 
would have an opportunity of judging s bur in judging pro- 
perly, they mutt know what the quantity of corn pro- 
duced in the kingdo n, and wHalt had tome ihto the country 
fincc the commencement of the war, and which, but for the 
war, would riot have come in at all; Whai had gone out: 
what were the numbers on oqr part to whom corn had been 
lent, and how many had, ^ been niriintaincd ‘witi) corn from 
abroad ; w'hat the produce of the feafons had been, and a 
variety of other circuiLllances, which j| w’as unneceiiary for 
him then to enumerate. I'hefe Ihould m compared together, 
and from the coinparifon of all tiie fadts, fomething like a 
conclufion might be drawi>;'as the effect which the war 
had on^the Icarcity. 'He flidj-he was far from wifhing to 
avoid the difeuflion, on the epri^aty, he trutted that the w^holc 
fubje^t would fome day be fdity'diicuffed. 

Mr. Fex allowed, that wbat had. fallen from .the Right 
Honourable Gentleman great %eight ; he had never 
entertained a thought that /government and the merchant 
could go on together in iht importation j the objedl (houid be 
exdtiifiv^iy^ chat of one or the ociler, and he believed.the u^er- 
cantile f|hfi|^,i^ the courrlary was ^(^date to very great ends! 
he was learn, however, that their exertions were aifo 

extremely: niiireffary ; as-thc quahjptj^ of 'corn of the latt crop 
appeared, from the. ^pquirics of riiii? Comawttee, to be niuch 
Ids than he thought it had been. ^ 

Mr. An,pr^r 4 would be at the 

endc(the7eari;rff^fttii%:the'&^^ was on 

Ihe ciOiuiUliesii^ hn AifiMca/to ^vyhich the 

air Francis Baring faid, the AmciicSin merchants in this 
couj&try perhaps were moft able, bccaufc tlicy were the moll: 

' 3 C 2 " abtiV 
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active aAd numerous of any other to embark in this trade. 
He had held conyerT^on with many of them on the,|ii)^ie^ 
fvho thought. tile bounty of, fifteen fhillings not aiw^jiaiie. 
The Bili was ordered to be rej^ted. 

The houfe hei.u£ itl a ^prnmiii^on ^e Bill fof prohibiting 

the (txppttadcn ^ 

^ Mr. Kff/f fajidv.it.;w|$ aa^ifeafatt that'th^^ Ihbuld be 


long, the Bill might be amen^jhi^time. He therefoViNl^^bt 
up a claufe to ptbtddti ,ft»r fuQfci^At^t, which was re^» atg^d 
to, and the bo^ih ' l^ing rtfuiaiti^ the report was ordered to be' 
^ceivedti>'«^rtot^J-,. ^'v " 

The other Ordeih;i^ thV‘l)h^ having been deterred^ and 
the queB;ioh of a'^ohr'hmiii^t ^ 

Mr, Lfcht^re a&g(h^,*j»|ieh-the report of the Select Com- 
mit~ceeSybu|d he broughi\l%t^ rebtivc to the Hew AfTize 
af Bread ? - 

Mr. W^tlberforct in anfwer faid, that it was now in the courfe 
of examination, and that fubje£t would come forward in the 
next report of the Select Committee, on the high prieg 
of grain, and would foon be ready .—rAdjourned. 

h 5 use of lords. 

Thursday, ]^^eTtd>ir ig. 

Heai^ t^ounlel on Mr. WllShtpSiuiV Divorce Bill, 


HOUSE OR ClOMMONS. 

THORsbAy,.^ Jwiw«i/r ig. 

petitions from the Roybl ERichahge and London In&rance 
Offices were presented for lejWe to bring in a BiU M ^hc b^ter 
explanation of tluiir u|^ which fo^l^Mbtt. ha4 

arifen, whether they vme' authoi^fed to infuns^^lpngs not 
exprefsly hweihed ihit. petkioos were nilmrcd to the 
confidcration oT4R|l^j!ii[r}$^.<blttec.' ^ ^ 

-when, Mr: Hr^'gave tp.Difelf 

fill ihe^i'll came to be deDateilk':ah £hne hnwmandn ids;^t - 

|ntet‘1^^ The Bill was accordb^ljr. ordered uj^h;th0,i«l(|^ 

' tions. 
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tipns.,c»f the Cotnm^tt^e, and the Chm^elUr of the Exchequer^ 
and Mr. Lon^^ defircd to pirpate and bring in the 

£ain#* ' 

PETITIONS 

The Sheriffs of iohds^-p^P^ av.jj3*t{tien^ 

Lot d M^or, Aldermen^ ' and df t&e faii 

forth, ‘‘ That 'die 

wit&igi^-^flcern, the , 'b^ nn'ade;, te,\ 
' public tranquijhiy ,by yarloiil^ !|editiotta'; meeting 
been held in tfir the metropol^t 

whd® obvious tendency haa InltahiP'die minds of the 
people, and excite thorn which 

meeting^ the petitioners atroptotis 

attack upon the petfon fovereign j and 

therefore entreating the^fioufe iuch tinea(uj:^% for a 

limited time, as in their deem^ 

pedient for (ppprcfling all tuinitmhti^^And feditiO^Vpa^tingSy 
and for the better fccuiity of his Majefty.^s pdrfon and 
government/* 

The Sheriffs of London alfo prefrnted a petition, ^etting^ 
forth, That an.adt was pafled in the 3d year of the reigft 
of King James the Kirft, intituled, ** An A£l: for th6 ie^ 
covering or fmall debts, and for relieving the poor debtors in 
London,” and an ad was pafled, in the i4ih of the 
reign of his late Majcfty King George the Second to explain 
and amend the faid ad ; and -that ads ;:have been 

found defedive^ and it is that the pq^rs thereof 

Ihould be explained and enla^^j^;^i^d fome further provilions 
eflabijlhed for the more if^ of fmall 

debts within the faid that leave 

may be giyea to bring aforefaid/* 

BILL FOR SECURlNG^^i^^^A PERSON, &c. 

The Order, of the Day^ for the fecond reading of the Bill 
for the bdti^/ficuring his Majefty*® perfon, &c. being read, 
and the qujSi^ bring put, ** That fois Bill be now read a 
Second 

Mr* l^d he did n6t tht^n mea^; to arguq the princlplo 
of the prefont Kll^ He rofe fof the jpiir j 6^, of faying, that 
he^foopld the qo|j8:ion ihould, he 

put, Thqt dd leave/ 'the_!.W|^tt/* which, hte 

underftood, MStt&^the 23rd. He 

took^^s the' unavoidable ab- 

fence bnahv of his, and particularly of 

R leafhed and vi^ty able din^ (Mr. Brfkine). He begged it 

to 
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to be undetftoody that his abftaining from debate that dajr vras 
not to be conftrued into an approbation of the piinoiple of the 
Bill} or into a dereli£tion of any 00*6 fentiment wh ch he had 
uttered on former occafions on rnttaforfs fimilar to the pi e(t nt ; 
on die; contrary he retained ail otgc<%ions which he had 
ibnoerly urg^ and he wotild deliver his ientiments on ihat 
fiitye^ on Monday the avd. 

Mr. H^lliam Stittib he<had been unavoidabtoab^t on 
the difcuifion of ttiealbres nearly connc£ltd thh 3i)1 
before the houfe. Kot tfeviug an oppoitunity befbtv to de- 
liver his opinion, be tfacHigjht it proper to fay, th t he fell him- 
felf compellod by every lentitneiit of duty to oppofe the Bill. 
He oppofed it on this groun^ that it was one of thofi mea- 
iures tW would be ine^iflun with regard to the obju^fs pm- 
feiihd to be attained, and lilcewHe that it was one of thofe 
sneafures which have no tendency to maintain thot tranquillity 
in the country which they prohfs to fiipiioit. it was the 
cuftom with many to make dcchnticnsof their fentimciit^ < 1 
attachm nt to the perfon of his Mijefly. If he felt it ncccf- 
i&ry to make profeffions of th it kind, he (hould follow thtir 
example , but it was a conifitutional praftic of the i oiifc, and 
therefore nothing to the contrary ihould be imp ited to any 
gendeman who was a member of it, bccaiifc he did not bo iff 
of hts loyalty, to rcfift any attempts agamft his M itfty's p r- 
fon, crown, or digni^. 1 00 many lepti 'ions of tlu Liid 
tended only to dc^ men from purfuing the true intciclls ot 
other ( and he confe&d be thought that mrafures of colk 1011 
and of force againft the expMaSon of opinion, beyond wliat 
the law is, were inexpedient hnd unnec' llary, tipcti illy at 
prefent. He thoi||hc Aat the ItW as >t (food at prefent, w is 
adequate to all dic^rpqiitt foi* Which the Bills were avowedly 
introduced ; and that, if' ttiey iSlilllld be attempted to be en- 
forced, they would defeat the end whic h their promoters pro- 
fisfled to have in view; for thefe rtafuns he would not enter 
into the fubjedf more at Urge that night , but he could not 
iujfifer the Bill to pafi m any ftage of it iwithotit calling, as 
it appeared to him to be his duty, for the fenfe the houfe. 

1 he houfe divided. 

64. 

hNPM 

Adlifftirned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday* November 20. 

i 

Their lordfliips aiErtoed the judgment of the Court in the 
Cb.indos Cauie. 

Read tjie Land And Altdc Tax; Bills a third ttmei and 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

FR1DAY^ Nowmitr 20, 

MESSAGE PROM THE LORDS. 

A Meflage received from ^ Xmrds, intimating their lotd. 
ihips concurrence with the Lhhdand Malt Tax Bills, and the 
Corn Bill, without any amendment. ^ 

so \p AVD Handles. 

The Bill, prohibiting the Exportation of Soap and Candles 
for -t time to be limited, was read a third time, and palled. 

('ict/c. Bone, < lid Albrecht’s Naturalization Bills weiere* 
potted, and ordered to be eng rolled. 

A new writ was ordered tor Wellbury, in the room of 
Mr. KHwitlc, deceafeci. • 

PLTITIOH AGAINST THE TWO BltW. 

Mr. Heneywotd prefentod a petioon from the Mayor, 
corder. Freemen, and Inhabitants of the City of Rochefter, 
agaiiift the Bills pending in F^iahient, “ tor die Security 
hts Majedy’s Perfon and Got^rnment, and for the moie ef- 
ti» 3 ual Prevention of Seditions Meetings and Al^blies.” 

A petition of the three under-fignei^ the Mayor, Recorder, » 
Freemen, and Inhabitants of the City of Rochelfer, and 
parts adjacent, was prefented to the houfe, and read ; letting 
forth, “ that, by fundiy provifions in a Bill now before the 
houlc, intituled* “ A Bill for the Safety of his Majefty’S 
Perfon and Government againft treafonable and feditious 
pradices and attempts,” the petitioners obferve, with grief, 
that the anOient and wholcfome ftatHMof treafons of the 25th 
of Edward lit. is altered, and new treafons Onaded ; That* 
whenever, by tm bod admimftratioi) of goSiHpnent, or their 
own imprudence, parlikmenta hive been induced to depart 
from this plain aM clear deciarafioti of treafons, and to alter 
the general law icfpedting them, *as there fet forth ; our fore- 
6yfoe(t haye always returned to with uicrealcd convidion of 
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its certainty and fufficiency for the proteaion, as well of the 
perfon andVerogative of the King as o'' *'?* 

Mople; that, by other proviftons of the fard Bill, ^^onroe 
S fedition 15 utJcertaUiIy defit»ed,4* ,^«d ,a new and harfher 

/Eiw, iniroducedfiirit: 'll X7 

; alfo before the houfe*; to ^ ‘he ' 

tually ptevaitinfg fe 4 iti&:n»eetwg 5 ^ aflentbli^^^ pc- 

the undot^a right of the ,l^l«.-*o l’‘^‘“{f" ® .j* 

Parliament fht {J^drefs of/th«ife%wyancc5,|^hy u J ; 


meetings peceflSIl^ % rS’ 

• >r ^ :y#esL IhtxdlAi a.m1 inChrflVClll6tlt rCSUT'* 


he^/.aad mcwivenient regtf- 
ly. 'and* udkhpwn to ,«ur 


and fra>n>| 

“ poimed % tbc 'eroi(»|;^a§dl iifci^eable at its plcafi^re, to pre- 
t^iet^aoy aifcuffiito at todiflblve anj 

'to iihprrfotttbhfe- who -iaay be prefent there : T^^in botn 
d «5 f^d Bills a latitude - of expreffion is u led in dmjJi«ig the 
• adls eonftituting the- cHme of (edition, which niay be made 

to include ever%otice of publick tneafurcs, other than ap- 

SoEnary. «id is thw^fore utteriy fubverfive of the free- 
Som Of th/nen, of &e prefst and of fpecch : That, though 


theJttte 

ufe4\h» 

’appeap.to;! 
civil pwe ^ 

. is. unfair ' to 
properly 



outeiige agaioa the. Royal Perfon has been 
e fof lWe.ihnbva^hs, yet*the petitioners 
«rvim'ld#?thr:fe>roe of the laws docs nqt 
jitoiave hSislfi^ refortod to, jior the 

5 i^t the time,’ and that it 
that thofe powers,' when 
fs,Xhat the petitioners are 


4 


woperiy cxira^, «ic., --- » ,v,df 

^tisfied, frdiii the experie«Ce:'Of':ag«»vjaBd efpeciaUy from th^ 
^fthe paft century, dating part of;which a great and abrm^ 
4i^eaion pervaded all ranks of .people, which extended not 

•*^v to the King ’5 government, but to his title a^ perlon, 
a JexcitCd two formidable t^bellions in the 
that the prefent laws, duly and vigoroufly are 

fully qdiquatc to tte punptant of «£^3ion 

J mT. thtf *ci$»efh=, 



^ and well afFeiled to 
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teiWvcly, to fuffer an abridgment of their right and liberties 
for the however atrocioiis, of a few defperate and obfcure 
individuals : That the eflFcd of thcfe Bills will be to deftroy 
all freedom of complaint .againft opprc/fipns of laws or go- 
veffltnent, liowevcr well founded ; to annihilate, in fubftance, 
the fifth, article of the Declaration of Rights y apd to create, 
in confequcnce, the rtioft :alarming difcoiiitcnts among his 
Majcfty V fubjefts : 'The petitioners therefore intreat .the 
houfe, as they wi(h to tranfmit to their ppfterity the unim- 
paired liberides of their aheeftors, to preferve in the people 
their reveifeni;^ for the cdnftiltution, apd to merit their refpe^ 
as 'guardians of Aeir -rights, to refift all attempts, 

iinddr 'whatever pretepces, jo ; abridge their liberties, and 
efpecially not 16 p'afs the faid Bills, ^ ' 

Mr. (My before ^Lje itiade the ufual motion for 

laying the!^ petition, upon Hb'^fliould trouble the 

houfe with z Fevir Words. It "mighty perhapsj appear extra- 
ordinary that he (hould prefent Ih^ prefept^ the faft 

was, that he prefented it at the of the peti- 

tioners ; not that they were not ienliBre of thek being other 
members of much greater abilities than himfelf ; but that they 
knew his ftntiments coincided with thofe expreifed in the 
petition. It was therefore with peculiar fiilsfav^hon that he 
had that day an opportunity of declaring thole fentiments, and 
of expreffing the. great fatisfaftion with which he difeharged 
the trull repofed in him. The petition which the houfe had 
juft heard, was couched in terms of bccortiing refpfe£li , It had 
been procured by no artifice or manceuvr^, biit was didlated 
by a genuine I|>irit of loyal ty^^nd independence, . The perfonjs. 
by whom it was figned he Well' kh'ew to be well afteited to 
government, and to be particiijiafly partial to the monarchical 
branch of the conftitution. /^om; local circuttrilances, the 
petitioners tpight be fuppoffed td'baye'^n jntcreft in fupporting 
adminiftratidn ; they refided "near Cfidthintr. and there were 
many advantages which Ibfey derived from that circumllance 
in an honourable manner, but whibh raightj, in the contem- 
plation ^pf, Tome, be fuppofed to give them a bias in favour of 
the meafures; adminiftratron, Notwithftanding all^cpn- 
fiderations^-j^Hntered, they^ had neverthclels fairjy and firmly 
come foryv^tdiliJte friends to their cpppttj,, and apprehending 
danger from Bill j had cxprdled tjhMr fehtimepts irecly, and 
given it their mpflr "decided difapprobafion. He confiliid, he 
felt himfelf to be aa i^'co^|jct^t‘ advocate i thank God ! 
jthe petition wanted* uq during a 'P^fiod of twenty 

yoL, XTy^'sV' ' ' ’ * * yc^ars 
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years that be had fat in parliament, he hoped he had done hiS 
^utyi 'he had always aclod according to the did^ates of his- 
confcience, and fo he fhould continue to a6t. From a fenfe 
of his duty he was impelled to confider thcfe Bills, not only as 
a flagrant outrage upon the rights of the people, biit as a 
meafure repugnant to every' ptin^ijjle sfjufticc. Where was 
the neceflity, he.wduld of panifliing, the whole people of 
England for the crimp or madflefs of a fe-v individuals? 
W here was tlie policy of perfrvering in coercing and coercing ? 
Mr. ifoneyyvood, faid, vadmini^ration Ihuuld rect^.^, that 
there Was no living th««|pj ifo tapte that would not t0^> again, 
if goaded to a certain poiflt. ; IT^bB^prcfcnt policy, vm, th his 
opinion, decidedly bad,' ‘ah(d*1^4?d P^tal code with new 
and additional fe'^eritjps.'; A\.~<yftem of .fe verity was ill 
calcu4ted to quiet popular cdjli^aiat. The petitioners, on the 
pr^fent occafion,*, were mettii)m<>^'ad been onCep’oft attached 
to the prefent minifteir»vOay,( he' had ever tKou^t them too 
much prejudipedl^ hlft^eW^. , They were attached. to him 
.from, the pledges whic^ he?; had givcti in the e^ly part of his 
political career} and , tneyhad in the coinmeiicement of his 
adminiftratlon^iven them their decided fujiport j *<but they had 
Vmcc feen all thofe pledges forgotten and abandoned. When 
the Right Mon. Gentleman firlt came into office, he had ftood 
candidate for the county he reprefented, together with a noble 
lord now a member of the other hpufe of parliament, and the 
elciSlor? required, as a pledge of their future conduct, that 
they'fholild deebre that they would fupport the cohflitution by 
voting for the measures bfthe Right Hon. Gentleman ; at that 
timd tlwy confidered the ,^minifter as the frieiid of the peo- 
ple, a reformer of abufes, andl.w enemy to corruption'. Could 
it therefore be matter,,, of wonder that they had withdrawn 
that confidence, when tjiey (kw the fyftemof meafures which 
he purfued, and viewifl thefe Bills by which, the liberties 
, of the people were to bie annihilated ? Was<’ it furprifing 
that their opinion fhduld he changed when they faw the Right 
Hoo. 'Gentlemen, who had decTaimi'd with fuch .eloquence 
nppn the-abiifes of the. government, perftft m itpaintaining 
them ; when they fa w. him abandon every form'4 profeffion,ana 
relinquifo that conduA which had gained hirn .thefe.3ttachment 
and fupport ? 'l'hc pre#qf. laws were, be fai^V perfclftly fuffi- 
cient for fecuring of ihe kihg'sptiTd' the conftitution. 

If govtTnn.enti1inftdad jbf'ena«3ing ^e,yereiavss«whtch outraged 
the principles ofthe the people, 

would redrefs their th^''^ copoiliate 

■ That 
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that! love, Mr. Honey wood concluded with fay kig, that from 
the cbaradler of the incr>^who figned ity th.e petition had great 
weight, and he hopoj 7 ^%VOu!d be conJidered by the Houfe 
with that attention vv'inch, might i nduce them to rejefl: the 
pcrulcKms mtHfiues agamft which it remonftrated* 

The petition was ordered to lie on table^ 

R ETURT^S 0 F LAND .FORCES, 

Generai Mukad reminded^ the Hoiife, that on a former 
night, he had .^iven noU(ie,'that, previous to the confi deration 
oh tlic army cftimatds, he would move for returns of' all 
the military forces of, the coihitny which he coheeived it highly 
necelfary for gentlcpien' to be in polTefBon of. F*or that pur- 
pofe* he then rofe. : He felt be his duty, and it was, 
he faid, the 'duty of the Houf^^ befbte they voted away the 
money of their conllituents, tojen^uirie for what purpofe the 
money was ifllied, how it was' applied^ the number of men 
that were ^aid, and the allowance granted to eaph. They 
^had, befideS, other duties to perform j not the lead important 
which was, to watch the condu^Sf of minifters in their con- 
cJudl of the war, to fee that their means v ere equal to their 
plans, and ’hat they were^ not bufied iii forming idle and extr,!- 
vagant projcdls beyond their power to execute. Another rert- 
fon, thcre:ore, which fuggefted the propriety of moving for 
the returnjs Was, that rhre country might kn(|pv the mcruis em- 
ployed for their proieflion, a4d the qranner in which the levies 
had bden conduced. That v|Ioufe might alfo fee how 
gallant and experienced of the higbeft merit,' had 

been neglefled, ’and the triift^h^d been conamitfed tooflicers, 
who were neither qualified, frbin -their or military fkilli to 
difeharge. it with advantage to the dountry. On a future day, 
the general faid, he would takeoccafion to^call the attention of 
the Houfe more particularly to thefe lubjccls. At prefent, he 
wouldv finiply move, • 

** Th^t iaid before this hoiife, returns of his Majefty's land forces, 

as they wrc cCTtt^.vc, and paid in November, 1 794, ineluding artillery, cavalry, 
regular n^iitlrlhg regiments, independent companies, fenclbie regiments, and 
companies of ^fiintry aad Rivalry,, and lopelgn, cmlgrantbi together with return# 
of all volunteer loeattorj^yjand, corj s oiTyepfbawyj with -ati account of whit 
pay, cloathiffg, and .allb^nc^^thcsy and on what conditions j and alfo re- 
turn* of .the lame, of.,Auguit ' 

''' The, firftpart of 'Hon,, Gene- 
ral^, thotiori he He was at all times ready and 

-happy to gjye afiy which it would be prudent to 
coifkthunicate to the Houfe refpefting the asSual ftat^ of the 
public fervice. He bad urged it, however, laft year, when 

3 D a fimllag 
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ll|n]lar returns were tooved for, and he muft uj^ge it agiin,,tftat 
it ivould be highly jnjproper to inakfei||ubh’c the adlual ftate of 
the, public force up to th6 becaufe advantage 

might be takeir br/uqh^informatio^ the prejudice of the 
country. UhderftHpdihg the chfet^Sfej'eft of the Hon. Genc^ 
risl's motion to b^ to khow^the of a certain change that 

had lately taken phcCMn' the^mSi^y arr:.ngement^;iof the 
kingtlqfxi'j tb^t olyedf might .^.^iijjbaliy attained bj^o^turns 
made lip to an earlier period. Hon. General therefore 

thought proper tb ftibuld 

have no objediiah to it. . Wi^^^ ,^gard to the returns of the 
yeomanry, th% of thefe corps 

were ‘ made to wV 
not be produced. ? ^ „ 

General Macle^A the Secretary<at War was 

per/b^Iy corredf in, hts , fliatement of what pa!(^, between 
them. JTbexircumftances of a change, by whfcffeihe number 
of marching regiments was fo much diminiflied as ft had 
lately been, was highly worthy 'of enquiry. On this fubjedf^ 
however, he would not enter at prefent 5 and, in compliance 
with the wifli of the honourable Secretary, he had no ob- 
jeftion to fubftitute the word Auguft for September in the 
laft part of his motion. He Vi^aS npt furprifed at the difficul- 
ties which woul^ttprid making the returns, for he could not 
fce how the fnolt^xpert Adjgitant could make a general muf- 
ter of . a military bodj^^ epmpoK^' of thirteen of fourteen dif- 
ferent kinds* of troopj. to the yeomanry, If they 

were not paid, they were Itaft furnilhed with arms, by go- 
vernment; fo tliat the rctiirns . m^ be had at the Ordnance 

office, or at fotne other j^dbiic office. 

/ General TarleUn faid, he was happy to find that the mo- 
tion was not likely to be refifted, and thought that there muft 
exi'ft fome mode by which government were acquai^nted with 
the numbers of the affociated and yconfanry qorps, and, if 
there wasi they certainly could furnifti the reti&^inqueftibn. 

General S?n:th faid, he rather wiflied that Ffanb^ the 
exaft returns of oUr itoOpsf as it would flicw the ffrbng' ftate 
of defence in which the cot^ry was, ai|)4fehe believed there 
never had been jTuch aforfef4#tbe couhtrjr l^ore. But, un- 
dcubteJlyv'thcrc was np foti^here, 

and he wifhed the * m the 

houfq at what office the 
givejt.' ” ■ V /' 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (pd,that it Wa$ nbt/^fto- 
mary, on the conitrary, it w-as unufual to make retiirns of 

' the 
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-thi yeoinanry in hiss Majeft y’s land fofces : they were always 
conlid’ered as a diftinS and peculiar (pecies of the military; nor 
could he dlfcover the impropriety of following the, old praftice 
refpeamg them. - With regard to the returns of the other 
forces, he was glad that they were called for ; ps they would 
afford the houfe an opportunity of feeing^ that nothing was 
ncgleSed on the part of government. . On the contrary, it 
would be evident, from the returns, that the executive go- 
vernment had been a£i^ve ;and vigilant in their exertions, for 
the fccurity and peace of the country. The military ftrength 
and' force of Great :BritaiiV never had been greater than at pre- 
fen t; never, he was fatisfied, better military arrangements 
been rh^de to maimain the confUtutioii and laws. Such, he 
was happy to fay/ oWiig Che.ftate of the army, there could 
be^ ap reluftance on the part of the executive government 
to give every poflible fatisfa£Hon on that head. 

The paation was then modified agreeably to the concep- 
tions made 1>y the Secretary at War, and carried without a 
divifion. * 

General MacIeod^xi^vctHcdihi^ gratitude to the houfe for' the 
honour they had done him, inxacquiefcing in his motiofl. '"He 
faic! he felt the greater fajisfaeSlioh, as it was tjie firft time that , 
any accounts of imporUnce bad been moved which his Ma- 
jefty’s minifters did hof refufe* Encouraged by his fuccefs, 
he would next move, ~ . , ' 

That there be laid before this houfe' ^^^etum of the general and flafT of- 
ficers, whether Britllh ^or Foreign^ Vrhohi^ve been employed and paid under tiic 
Earl of M(/n-a, with an of their pay and allowances.’* 

This bcing^agreed jtp, he further movedy 

**Thatihcrc be laid before this houfe a return of all general and ftaffofllr/rs 
■who have been employed in the fcrvke of his Majc/ly, and in his pay, under 
the Count D’Artojf, Prince ofCondc, or any other French Gpneral, with an ac- 
count of tlieit feverai allowances.** 

.JWhica likewiie agreed to. 

■ SUPPOV^-ARMYiESTIMATES. 

The houfe,. reiotyed itfelf u committee 'of fuppiy, to 
which the.arihy’eftiipjiite^'.ai^d pthcr papers^ were, of courfe, 

.The there was fo little differ- 

in the'ibatom^ be made, and that ufuijilly pro- 

.^uqi^ .evei'y yeari,l t|iitt )tn«e was little room for obfcivatioi^ 
ottti upon articles ‘iS^itnedSed with the changes that had taken 
, place 
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place in the mode of carr}ing on the war. The whole laild 
force ol the country was comprehenJed under two articles, 
that of guards and garrifons, and not of the colonic* and plan- 
tations. Under the former was compiebendcd fonftthing 
itiore, and fometimes a little Ids, than its title feemed to 
indicate. It included the army on the comment, when there 
any, and all the troops in Scotland, En£?land, and Iil- 
land, and thofc who ferved on Ihipboard, and was fynonimous 
ninth our home army. The colonies and plantations cont im 
dll the troops not included under tbfe former till , the troops 
in Gibraltar, Corfica, &c. He yvould Hate the numbers un- 
der each, and the ihercafe or decreafe, which had taken place 
£nce lad year. 

The amount of guards and garrifon is decreafed from the 
withdrawing the army fiom the continent, to 49,^19. In 
the colonies there was an increafe from ^5>ooo to 778^8, 
owing to the augmentation of the ani y in the Weft In iies* 
l^oii the Whole, there was a rcdudlion to the extent of 
20,000 upon the eftahliiOhmcnt of legulai troops. 

1 he militia, fencibles, cavalry, and troops of every dc- 
fcription, with the regular forces, amounted to 207,000. 
The Weft India ttaff was encrejafed, but he deiiicd the Com- 
«tiittee to recolleft, that the medical ftaft was comprehended 
under it. The general refult of the whole was, that the army, 
which was found to be equal to every putpofe of defence, 
had been reduced by 25,000* andfoimtd a laving to the pub- 
lic of SoOjOOoU ‘ 

He recapitulated the fevend articles of the force to be 
voted as follows ; 


The tnxhtia jmounted to 

In the fenciblc infintry thcixi been a icduAion of 1700 

The wb^le amounted uow to 

The fenc ble cavalry had received an augmentation of 4000 men, ahd 
amounted to — — 


The whole of the foice, thcrcfoic, was a. follows : 
Guards ond-^arrifons — 

Force In the colonies and pl3ntation|. ^ ~- 

Inih brigade ■■ 

The India army (whuh paid bjf the Conjkpany) 

The kncihle infan sy ^ » 


42.000 

13.000 
| 0,000 
49,279 

77 ,8CS 

42.000 
4i4t4 

ZO,OOQ 

13.000 

10.000 


207, *^00 
The 


Or u'tii g it in round numbera 
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The othci articles of i npimncc was the Weft India ftift, in which wis mm 
(ludtd the medic'll ftift 

The general rcfult of the whole wn**, that the aimy to he kept on foot, Jn the 
enfuing year, wa^ lets than it had been laft ) car by Z59369 men, the living 
that acciucd in come^uence, was 817,091!. as Would appear in the foJJowmg 
ftatement, 

lor 49,21 9 la id forces for 1796, 1,358,614!. »s. pd, foi their fharge ani 
cloithini^. 

i,C66,9ocI. foi m int 1 ring the forces in the plantations, Gibraltai, Corfic^ 
ani New South Wale , fr m 25th of December 1795 a5th December X796. 

40,1951, 4 9d. fir d ft. r 'nee between the Tnglilh and Irlfti eftablilliiaetft 

of fix regiments of foot, trom December 45, 1795, to December 45, 1796* 
360,000! ior iiciuiting and contingencies for 1796. 

120,0 )ol. for innkeepers, increased fubltftcnce onquaiteilngfor 1796* 
io3,64o1« is. 3d. for general and officers for 1796. 

9,259!. 18b 6d. for pay of gcneiat and ftaft officers on an expedition tindee 
Ccneral Clark, for 1796. 

147,7791. i4st zid to Aipeinumciary placers and others, frona December 49, 
1795, to Decepsbci 25, 1-96 • 

143490! 13s. 5d! for Pumifter-gcnciih Sciretaiy at War, &c. For 1796U 
iSs. 6 ( fir 1 duced officer* of land iorces and marines, for 
1261* z Cvl for uduced trooj s of hoife guards, for 1796. 
loool f r o^icus late of the Statcs-g-neral for 1796. 

52,500!. on a count of tcduced officers of Biitifti Amerkon fotces, for 170iBu 
y.^Owl. for illjwan c to uitto, ior 1796. 

9i'*,294l. 14s id loi niilitia aiui fenc'ble infantry, (or 179R 
7io,oool. foi contingcnccb for di^o,* for 1796* 

108,5381. Z7b. zd. forcloithing mditia for 1796* 

476,636!. SOS 8d for fern ible cavalry, fot 3796. 

Z15 cool, fonertain allowances to ditto, foi 1796* 

875,483!. 14s. id. for ordnince for 1796. , 

479, 4b. 4d* toi ordnance fcrvico pn.ViOus to the 31ft of Derember X 792 « 
45,6561. os. 5I. foi d tto in 1794* 

6s,oool* for ditto forfea fcrvicc in 1794. 

764,0461 136. 6d for ditto for land fesvicc In 1795. 

7,ioool. for civil eftablifhment of Upper Canada for 1796* 

5 41^1. for ditto fur Nova Scotia. « 

4,530k for ditto toi NewBiuniwick* 

1,9001. ditto fyr St. John'* IflinH. 

i,8oool for civil cftabli/hment for Cape Breton. 

1,2341, lOo. for ditto for Nijav oundlehd^ 

4,4O0l« for ditto of Bermuda IHand, above prefcat falarles* 
iSol* for Chief Juftice of Bemaudas* 

6eph to- 
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6ool. (bt dif(;ra of Dominica. 

cjvll eftabrirtiment ofNcw Sonth Wale*. 

dt^ooibjoool. tp pay offBxphet^cr bills of laft year., 

, .Xi 5 PP>GOol« to pay oiF other £xc{iaqtie/ bills. ' / 

' He .coricludied, that if any other information was required^ 
he was ready ^ communicate it 1:6 the committee, and tl»eri 
mov^cd his nrft rei^lution^ viz. ^‘thai 267,000 men be em- 
ployed for the fervioe^'of the current year.” 

, Gene/al Tarletoii ^o(c to ohCervej^on the ftatementmade by 
the Sccretaky at War. ^The General faid, feveral oP the ar- 
ticles appeared to hiin highly oBjeftionable, and there was a 
conflderable variation ih othetS^from^the ftatement given in 
the pad year j upon the WhOlf.^the fuift, total ^of the eiliinates 
was, much larger jthah; might' nave: been expeSed in the pre- 
fent circuo^ftances 6f the wat. ;>He patticulrfrly bbjetded to 
the, .whole ftatenxbpt of therftpcibfe cavalry^^ahd the expences 
, of the bprps^ 'edimatx^d ii^O^oool^ Me declared he could 
hot fee the Utility of fo niubfr cavalry u ithin the:k 5 ngdom, in 
addition to 'the regular troops, and the ycamistery pavahy. 
'^6 |he expence of Ihfe. militia, wfii^h was much tbefame this 
year, as the Jaft, he had ho objection to ofler, that force bfcing 
tb<f ibatutal arid beft defence of ^the country. The increafeJ 
number ahdtxpcnce of geiferal and ftafF officers was another 
matter that chalicriged^obfervation. The eftimate for the 
flaffi of Great Britaih' ^bing at 103,000!. , The charge 
for An?6ricah, ^educed offipers,^Se remarked, wzs as high this 
year afthe laft, tboffgh* k this body of men 

was ciihfidbrably reduced* ^ He wifhed, therefore for further 
explanation re^efliHg thefe: patiicularsy without which, he 
%id he couli not cor&i^,tipM awayTuch large fums 
;^'his cpnftitueht^ mOiiey* He animadverted on the pro- 
^gjfeiiliv.e increafo drthe'lahd forces, and ftated, that, fre)m the 

the increafe of expense had 
^ ^C^U^U^tedyVin the Extraordinary ratio of^ from one million 
e![aych* ^i;Gqnl^e;^ this,, and reflecting on , the tranf- 
the two pallyeirs, he could not'heJp enquiring 
ha4 been dorie proportionate to fucl\ a large, additi<>n of 
' CJ^nceJ to the, country ? ' Me declared he \reihembered when 
JJoQyOPQL was^COnfidereE^ali^an immenfc fum for; the army 
eftimates^ fetejfSfe the next year, ic bad Iwelled to 

the enonMU^'S^ou^nt of |j^1B4,obol. {f country went 
pnupon MiW ^ of inerptfing una- 

'Voidably 'bE, mC 

fiind operations pf the'^ar'in 
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he fllould referve his fentimcnts till a further opportunity ; 
as the houfe at prefent was not fufficiently cfouded, nor had 
it futfici^nt abilities, to judge of the brilliant achievements 
which minifkrs had accompliihed by th^fe exceffivc arina- 
nicjirs. 

General Smith wii'hed to call the attention of the Committee 
to the circuFuftance of the Irifh brigade. The Committee 
ought, he fa d, to be informed of the expence attending that 
brigade from the commencement of its formation, and like- 
wife the number.of effective men in that corps. It was highly 
neceflUry, when voting a large fum of money, that the 
Committee fliould know in what manner it was applied. 
With refpect to the fums ftated on account of the army 
employed in the Kart Indies, which the Secretary at war had 
intimated, were made axharge upon the Eaft India Com- 
pany, and afterwards repaid by them ; it was to be obferved, 
that the Eart Jndia Company was not obliged to pay for a 
larger number of forces than they themfelves required, and 
that the charges for that army were much more confidcrable 
this year than la(h Another additional expcnce in the efti- 
mates ior this year, compared with the laft, was, in the arti- 
cle of granting to the foldiery certain proportions of bread 
and meat. I'he Secretary at War ought, in his opinion, to 
have ftated that as an increafe to the exptnees of the folJiers* 
pay. 'rhere was like wife an incrcafed expcnce charged to 
the invalids, 

Mr. Montagu faid, he was one of thofe who had been in- 
ftrumental in bringing forward the propofition of aftbtding 
extra provifions for the foldiery. The innkeepers had, in fc- 
veral parts of the country, refufed to ferve the military with 
provifion on market days, of which complaints had been 
made ; and to prevent any further inconvenience to the army, 
the allowance alluded to had been granted with a good eftedt. 

Mr. M. Rohinfon made a few obfervacions oh the policy 
of the meafurc. 

The Secretary at War deemed it unneceflary to ftate thefe 
items in the manner mentioned by the honourable Generali 
becaufe thofe' cxpences had fo lately come under the immedi- 
ate cognizance of parliament. He reminded the houfc, that 
he had" ftated an cllimiite and not an account, and furcly a 
large computation would be allowed to be better than a finall 
one, as future embarraflinents would be thereby avoided^ 
while the furplus would be remi-w.ed to the public. With 
regard to the Irifh brigade, be obferved, that it was included 
in the, article of the difference of pay to Irifti regiments on tlic 
Voi* I. 1795. 3E 
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Britifli cftabliflimcnt. From the year 1772, Ireland had lent 
five regiments to this country, for which this country was 
debtor ; but as Ireland, on the other hand, receiVed troops 
from this country in lieu of thofe fent from thence j ihcfe 
troops might be the Irifli brigade, or any other troops ; as, in 
faft, however, they were the Irifti brigade, on that account he 
did not mention them as a dittindt charge j but whatever par- 
ticular objections the honourable General might entertain to 
the formation of thefe troops, he could not, on that account, 
impeach the accuracy of the eftimate which he had read. The 
additional fubfiftcnce money allowed to foldicrs and innkeepers 
come under the cognizance of parliament. 

Gencritl Smith admitted that In the manner the Irifh Bri- 
gade had been included in the eftimate, no expence was in- 
curred : but flill it was neceflary to enquire into the raifing 
and ftrength of that Brigade. ^ 

General Macleod complained of the condufl: of Govern- 
ment with regard to the army in the Weft Indies : they had 
fent them out, he faid, without a proper fupply of medicines ; 
the confequence of which, in that dreadful climate, was, 
that immenfe numbers of our brave troops had periftied for 
want of proper alfiftance ^ and the mode they took of fending 
out a fupply of medicines was the moft extraordinary ever 
heard of. They fent them out in a fingle fliip, which that 
monfter Viftor Hugues laid wait for, with three fmall pri-. 
vateers, and captured} though at that lime we had fix and 
twenty men of w^ar and fourteen floops in thofe feas. From 
the dreadful confequences that had happened in that refped):, 
owing entirely to the negle£l of minifters, he hoped that they 
had of late been particularly cautious in fending out every 
pofliblc medical afliftance, not only for the army going out, 
but for thofe few troops that Itill remained languifliing there. 
In fpeaking of the expedition going out to the Weft Indies, 
the General declared, he was forry to fay, that accounts had 
. been Tcceived relative to that armament, that rendered it 
doubtful whether they would want any medical aid. He 
had heard the iate ftorm had made dreadful havock with the 
fledt. He would fay no more upon a fubjedl fo (hocking to 
the feelings, except to expref's an anxious hope that the ac-' 
counts were exaggeiated. Should, however, any of the (hips 
be driven on (here on our coaft, he trailed that every aflxftancc 
would be given them. If utifortunately they (hould be driven 
on the French coaft, he hoped his Majefty’s minifters would 
endeavour to enter into fome negociation with the French, in 
order that they might be treated with all poftible kindnefs. 

The 
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The' secretary at Wav faid, it was impofliblc for him to 
know what medical ftaft' the Hon. General would confider a 
fufficient one ; he was happy however to be able to ftate, 
(having confulted thofe who were the moft likely to be the 
beft informed upon this fi|bje£l), that the medical’ ftafF^ and 
the fupplies of medicines of alf kinds feiit out with this expedjj*- 
tion, were, in the eftimation of thofe to whom he had alluded, 
rather greater than was abfolutely neceflary \ he was fure the 
Committee would not wifli to fpare expence for the purpofe 
of preferving the health of our troops in a climate fo hoftile 
to European conftitutions. With refpefl to the want of me- 
dicines in the Weft Indies, the Hon. General, at the moment 
that he reprobated it, had hirnfelf affigned the caufe for it, viz. 
the capture of the ihip in which the medicines were embark- 
ed ; that circumftance was, in itfelfi a proof that government 
took every means in « their power to fupply thcm. The 
Hon. General had complained that thefe fupplies were fent 
out in a fingle fliip. In that very obfervation he had 
again anfwered hirnfelf; he acknowledged we had a large 
naval force in thofe feas ; and therefore it .could not be 
pretended, that it was the fault of government, that the enemy 
were able to take a finglc /hip with fo fmnll a force. As foori 
as it was known that the /hip had been captured, government 
loft no time in fending out, in the firft fnlp that went* all 
the medicines that could be collcfled at fo Ihort a notice. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer^ regretted the misfortune 
which occurred to the veflel that had failed for the Weft Indies, 
freighted with medicinal /lores ; but as foon as the accident 
was known here, he afl'ured the Committee that the utmoft ex- 
ertions were ufed in every department to repair the calamity, 
by /fending out large quantities of medicines ih\all the fir/t 
/hips which failed to that quarter. Confidccing the extent of 
the prefent expedition, for its magnitude unparalleled in the 
hiftory of this country, and the variety of complex meafures to 
be nece/Iarily adopted, it was impo/Ilble that the equipment 
could have been made with fuch diipatch, without the moft un- 
rep'J’tting diligence have been exerted in every department of 
government. The commander in chief of that expedition, to 
every one acquainted with his charatSler, muft be known to be 
moft materially interclled in the ftate of the force he was to 
direft ; and in his laft letter he mentioned that “ no expence 
or pains, had been fpared fi>r the neceflary accommodation of 
ithe men, either in ficknefs or in health.*' 

With refpeft to the particular fubjcdl under confidcration, 
-he was happy to have it in his power to make two communi- 

3 E 2 cations 
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cations to the Houfe. Firft, that the laft expreffes received 
from the commandant of the reinforcements fent to St, Do- 
mingo, ftated that the forces had faf*!y arrived with the lofs of 
only one man upon the voyage. Sccond’y, That an exprefs 
had that morning been received from the commandant of the 
laft reinforcements fent to the Leeward Iflands, ftating that the 
troops had alfo arrived at their places of deftination without 
the lofs ( f a fingle man. 

Mr. JH, Robinfon fiid, that it would require a warv '^yc* to 
fee that there was no negicftin any put or the public fervice 
that related to the military force of the kingdom. 

Mr. Alderman Lujlnngton declared he be!ieved that due at- 
tention had been paid by government to the military fent to the 
Weft Indies, becaufe from his correfpondence with Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie, he was enabled, on the authority of that officer, 
to ftatc that the troops under his command had every accom- 
modation that could poffibJy be defircd. * 

General Smith was happy to hear of the fafe arrival of 
pur troops in the Weft Indies ; he wifhed however to aft the 
Hon. Gentleman, whether, in the letter he had feen from Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, that officer had exprefied himfclf fatisficd 
that every pofliblc difpatch had been made in getting that ex- 
pedition out ? 

7''hc Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie^ not having giving his opinion upon that point in the 
letter he had feen, he could not pretend to ftate that fail upon 
the General’s, authority from his own knowledge i he could 
allure the Committee, however, that the mofl unremitting ex- 
ertions were ufed in forwarding it, and when the very exten- 
five fcale upon which the expedition was planned, a fcale ex- 
‘tenfive beyon4 all comparifon with any attempted on any 
former occafion, and the great number of arraiigvnients necef- 
fary to be madc^ were confidercd, it would not, he believed, be 
imagined that the preparations had taken up a gi eater length of 
time than was indifpenfibJy needfary. 

Oeneral T'arleton afktd, whether the Hon. Alderman 
wotild not have felt his mind more eafy if the expedition had 
failed fix weeks ago. 

General Fitzpatrick faid, he could not^but lament fome un- 
fortunate circurnftartces which had taken place in the courfe 
of the laft fummer, arid particularly the muthries that had 
broken out in fome regiments on account of their being draft- 
ed into other corps. Jfe undcrftooJ from the public prints, 
and though he had no higher authority for the information, be 
bdicvtd tiicy were pretty correct in that particular, it had fb 

often 
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often happened both here and in Ireland as to be confidered al- 
moft a matter of courier and that government naturally e?r- 
petfted it to occuFj that if a regiment was raifed upon certain 
conditions, thofe conditions, at all events, ought to be kept. 
He read a letter, from Colonel Hay, which pofitively ftated, 
that the ftipplations made with his regiment had been broken; 
that this had been reprefented to miniftry, and yet no fatisfac* 
tion had been given ; baton the contrary. His own opinion^ 
the General faid, clearly and decidedly was, it had been treat- 
ed by minsfters with contempt. 

‘"i he Secretary at (aid it was impoflible for govern- 

ment to be rerponfiblc for all the engagements entered into 
by the difterent perfons that were frequently concerned in the 
recruiting fervice. Government afted in general conformably 
to ancient military ufage, and never violated any ftipulation 
which it had itfelf entered into. With regard to Colonel 
Hay’s letter, he had reafon to think the circumftances were not 
precilely fuch as that officer ftated them to be. 

'The Chancellor of the 'Exchequer aflqrecj the Committee, 
that it was a rule laid down by the fcveral departments, in 
concert with the commander in chief, and invariably obferved 
that whatever might be the exigency of iervicc, no queftion 
of expediency Ihould induce them to a breach of f^ich or a 
departure from the conditions upon which men were levied 
by the authority of governmenr, and he had no rcafon to think 
that this rule was on any occafion difpenfed wirh. 

Mr. Grey faid, facts were llubbfu n tniiijs, and appearances 
were ftrongly againft the Right Hon. CxcntleiliWs affertion. 
He held in his hand the letter of Colonel Hay,' which he pro- 
duced, and read an extract, Rating, that, in violation of the 
faith held out to him that they fliould not be drafted, an order 
iiad been lent from the war office to draft them into qther re- 
giments at the moment they were embarking forforeigh fer- 
vicc. Mr. Grey called upon for adminiftrUcion tp anfwcr the^ 
tact which he had read. 

General McLeod wifhcd alfo for an explanation of anothei* 
fait, generally tielieved relpecting Colonel Beaumoht^S regi- 
. ir.ciit of cavalry, the horfes for >vhich w'e re provided at the 
expence of 25!. each. The regiment was afterwards dif- ^ 
mounted, fent abroad, and the horfes fold again for 81 . per 
hocie. If the fa6t were founded, it was, he faid, a fcandalous 
ahd Ihameful wafte of the money of the public. 

'Fhe Cianeel/or ^ the Exchequer Cud j that, it was impoffible 
for him to be prepared to anfwer every Itory that different 
gentlemen might have heard and chofe to relate. That Colo- 
nel 
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nel Beaumont’s regiment of cavalry was railed, dlfmounted, 
and fent on foreign fervice, was undoubtedly true ; with regard 
to the falc of the horfcs, all that he could fay was, that he Ihould 
inquire into it. 

Air. yinkinfan thought it not in theleaft difficult to account 
for the lofs which occurred in the (ale of the horfes. ' 1 he ex- 
igencies of the fervice required that fevcral regiments ftiould 
be difmounted; and when , the horfes were obliged to be put 

to audlion, every gentleman mull be aware they often fold 
at conliderable tols. 

Mr. i 2 d/& faid Ibtne alteration was abfolutcly neceflary in 
the Mutiny aft, in order to correft the unfair, conduft offonie 
of the inn-keepers and publicans; He ftated a faft that hap- 
pened at Glouceftcr, where notwithftanding the allowance 
made to them laft year by parliament, an inn-keepcr took ad- 
vantage of a regiment marching in on a market day to refufe 
them the neceflary accommodations. T^'his was likely to pro- 
duce gireat difeontent amongft the military, who, oh fuch oc- 
cafjons, might not be fo provided as to be able to fupply thcin^ 
felves. 

Mr. Le 4 :hmrey in fome degree, juftified this conduft, by 
flating, that he was, at the time alluded to, at Gloucefter ; 
and that the inn-keepcr where he put up had feven foldicrs 
fuddenly quartered upon him, in addition to 14 others of the 
Cinque Port Ibldieis then in town. So far from the inn- 
keepers deferving cenfure. Air. Lechmere thought they were 
more entitle .^the compaflionate confideration of the Houfe. 

The ff’ar then proceeded to move his refolu- 

tion$ founded on his former llatements. . 

, When the chairman read that which related to expences 
tjincutred’by the extenfive cftabliftimcnt of General and Staff 
. Officers, 

' Maitland rofe,and animadverted on the prodigality of 

; inihi^fr^iatbis department of the military eftahlilhmcnt, de- 
cldring that it would be neceflary for him to move for the re- 
turns. Sir Charles Grey, during his diftinguilhed ferviccs in 
the Weft Indies, had not, he faid, more than five Gener^ajs 
' under his command ; but, by the prefent refolution, the public" 
were called upon to provide for one thoufand field' and ftaff 
officers. There were 30 generals and field marflials, 62 lieu- 
tenant generals, 200 colonels, and 700 majors. 

When they came to the refolution of voting 480,000!. for 
jl^the maintenance of io,o0o fencible cavalry for.the enfuing year, 

Gen, McLeod defied to kno w,w^hcther minifters could poilibly 
^affign any plaufible rcafon for maintaining fo great an army of 

fencible 
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fenoible cavalry. They could be advantageounyal5plicable only 
to two purpofes ; to defend the kingdom from foreign invafion, 
or to maintain its internal tranquillity. 'Fhe country was 
at prefent efteciually fccured from the nrft by the fuperiority of 
our navy and as to the fecond, it could not be neceflary, ex- 
cept to iijpport the machiavclian policv the minifter. Of 
what life he aficcj, couid fo many fc^ciblecavalry be, except to 
compel the people to give up iheir rights and liberties, and for 
the purpofe of patronage r it was tlic practice of rqinifters to 
cncreafethe forces in large and ImaM bodies^ of one, two, and 
tliree troops, to the dcfire and difpoution of thole they wiflicd 
to bribe, as a taylor would fit afuite of clothes to the choice of 
his cuftomer, although they had riot the fmalleft apprehenfion of 
any occafion for them. 

General Tarleion afked if it was intended to make any re* 
duefion of this body of tropes ? 

The Secretary at War^ faid, not at prefent that he knew of ; 
he might as well have afked, of what ufe are any troops at all ? 

They were of double ufe, he faid, bccaufe they might be em- 
ployed againft the attacks of a foreign enemy, and, I amfonry 
to lay, continued he, there has beeti occafion for them, and if 
the opinions of certain gentlemen be followed, they were likely 
to have a great deal mere occafion for them.''-— He obferved 
aifo, that they might be raifed with greater facility than other 
troops, becaufe they were not to go out of the country. 

General Tarleton faid, the queftion was worthy of a motion 
in itfclf, becaufc almofl half a million of money was theircin in- 
volved. Since the cavalry lent to the Kle6tor*of Planovcr was 
upon its return to this country, he thought the fencible cavalry 
might at le.'dt be diminiflied, for he had feen them, and they 
did not meet his a[)probation. 

General Smith declared he had thought them neceflary, at a 
former period, and he did not doubt their exertions in cafe of 
an invalion, the occafion for them however no longer^cxifting, 
though he had not made up-his.mind to difband them, he con- 
ceived that they fliould be reduced. 

General Maclcod arofe again and Aiid, fince our fleets had 
beenfo triumphant, the idea of a foreign invafion never enter- 
/cd'Tfie mind even of an old woman, and therefore he conceiv- 
^ ed them no farther necelTary, than to fupport the wickednefs 
of the minirter’s meafurcs againft the refiftance of the people. 
He cautioned minifters, however, left they finally drove the 
people to adual infurredion and rebellion, for although it was 
an axiom in their niachiayclian policy, that “ a fuppiefled re- 
beliiou ftrengthens the hands of the cxitting government/' yet 

from 
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from the examples of this country it was evident that fuch 
policy was not to be ufed with our dlfpofitious. He be]«cvcdj 
however, that minifters wifl^ed for a rebellion, to remain in 
power. Let us look to James II. the worft of our kings, and 
we fhould find that in lefs than twelve months after the fur- 
prefleJ rebellion, in which the Duke of Monmouth was im- 
plicated, he was obliged to abdicate the throne. 'J'he peo- 
ple, he laid, might by and by convince minifters that they 
had gone too far, and that fuch dcfpotic objedls could only 
be attained by wading through torrents of Britifli blood. He 
had ^ no idea, however, of a Britifli army fighting againfl a 
Britifli people, and fince our regular cavalry was come or whs 
coming from Germany, he did not fee the neceflity of kc-epii^g 
up two bodies of this fort of troops, when one would be fully 
fufficient,heflioLdd therefore take the fenfe of the Houfe upon it. 

Lord John RuJJUi laid, an extraordinary inflance of the 
manner in which government hr.d ufed the power of the corps 
offencible cavalry came within his knowledge, and he would 
finite it to the Committee. In a town in his neighbourhood 
feveral magiftrates, were fitting with him upon public bu- 
fmeft •, they were, on a fudden, I'urrounded by a troop of 
fenctWes ; the court, and the inhabitants of the town, were 
Itruck with conflernation, and alkcd the rcafon of this military 
array 5 they were told the military came their to quell a riot, 
andt.Vat they had 12 rounds of cartridge and ball.— There had 
been no riot thcy‘e, nor any difpofition towards a riot ; and he 
wiflied to know upon what authority government had thus un- 
lieceflarily overawed the peaceable inhabitants of the town to 
which he alluded ? 

''The Chancellor of the Exchequer that government had 
liever given orders for the attcndauce of the milkary, except 
upon iiifurmation that juftified it. He thought, when the 
noble lord had ufliered in his account with all the pomp of 
mlli^ary^parade, and had proceeded to talk of 12 rounds of car- 
tridges and ball, he was to give an account thatfome of them 
been fired. But it feemed that no harm was done ; no riot 
happened:— the appearance, perhaps, of the military prevented 
it : the noble lord had not named the town. 

Lotd John RuJJell faid it was the town of Odiham. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then obferved that as the 
fubjtdl of the fencibles had been objedted to, he thought it 
right to apprize the Committee that it was the opinion of go- 
vernment, that all the regular cavalry of laft year, with what 
is to come from almoad, togethe|i!|pwith the fencibles, was> 
no more than w;i5 fufficient for placing the country on a reijpeC- 

tabU 
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t^ble footing with regard to it^ foreign enemies^ and to anfwer 
for all this caufts wbigh do exift, or may exiR, for its internal 
tranquillity, 

A/f , Couirtenayj after fupporting Lord John^Ruflell, pon- 
tendinj for the prop leiy ef bimglnj; tne mattei fbnvard, pb* 
kneel, tl'at the civilrj^ we c rctuiiitng fiom Germany^ 
thf i iiiuil fo nc cxtiaoidinary u li for having fo laige a 
b / Iv of other tio )ps in the heart of the kmgdpfn, Were uiey 
to have as m my cavah y *1^ they h i i when they weic thicat< n- 
L 1 witlnn invafion, togcthci wuh a \ aft number from the con- 
tin nt ’ They had no drt id 11 iw of an in\ (ion The min if- 
icis fi d they iVcie anfwcrable for all caufes which were, a|r 
which mi^>ht be, for the ti nquillity of the Luigdom. There 
wa;> fuihcieiit leafon for having all this military force — It was 
to fuppoit two Uills that are now d^^-pcnding in pai li unent, au- 
thorizing magiilraies to aot with militarj execution on the 
people, It was tol ipport the leading of the RiotaiS;, to thofe 
•who Ihould attempt to debate or fpeak oo any political quef- 
fioi To author /v the mrgiftrate to fin? on the people, if 
any thing be fajd ntraiy to the opiiuon^f that magiftrate, 
I^^nc of the Bills i^jted, “ I’bat bi rccfdent], any pcr{on$ 
aflembled fhall happen to be killed, pia ned, or hurt in thdf 
difperfing, ftizing, or apprehending, or endeavouring to dif- 
perfe, fcizc, or apprehend thtm^ that then every fuefi juftice 
of the pc ice, &c, and all, and fingular other pcrlons who ftiall 
be aiding and them, (hall be free, difcharged, and in- 
demnified, &,c.” 1 hat was the Bill, and a magiftratc might 

fay, he heard fom^thing find agamft the mmifter, and therqfoie 
he thought it icdikous. He would Ly^again, that^ to fupport 
fhefo Bills, the cavalry were meant to perform military exe- 
cution on tne people 

Q^icftion ^ quchioir^ qqefiion wis lOudly called. 

Genual Sm th rebuked this calling for the qu^fiion, *nd then 
m^dq fomc obferv itions to caution tiic Committee upon the 
txtc 7t of the propofed vote. 

I he Coiiimittcc divided, 

j^\es 6z 

Noe^ 14 . 

- 48 

The feveral other refolutions weie then put ;ind dirtied, and 
the Houft being refUmnd* the report was ordered tobi? receiv- 
ed on Monday, to which day a further Comtni t e of Supply 
and of Ways and Means was deferred, 

VoL. I, 1795. 3 I 
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Gcneial Fit' patrkk moved, That there be laid before A® 
boufe a topy of Ae Letter of Service for railing the 109^* 
or Abcrdcuifiiire regiment, commanded by Ctdqnci Hay.->^ 
Ordered. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, ffivemier 23. 

The fidiowiiig Bills were brou;^ht up from the Commons 
and read a hrft time. 

An Aft to prevent, for a limited time, the making of flarch 
and hair>powder from wheat j and to permit, fur a limited 
ttipte, Ae importation of ftarch and hair powder ddty free. 

An Aft to prevent, for a limited time, the exportation ot 
candles, tallow and faap. 

And two Naturalization Bi^. 

COMMISSION, 

The ro||ral allent was given, by commiilion, to Ae land and 
malt bills ) Ae Aft for continuing Ae duty on mum, perry, 
pnd cyder} an Aft for preven^ng, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of wheat, flour, aod potatoes, and for permit- 
ting the importation of corn, fldur, and other articles of food, 
duty free j and an Aft permitting Ae importstion of Arown 
fllk, flaj}, and flax-feed, duty free. 

Tbe commtffionen were the fUlrd Cboncr/fer, Ac Duir ef 
Ptrtknidt and Ap M«ti ^ WeftmwUmd, 

Adjourned. , 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 



JkldNOA V, ■ JVrorw/v? 23. 

ite's and Book’s Na:ui..!iiiatioii Bills vyere read r 
pie and pafled. 

‘ ‘ PETITIONS, 


The foUowine petitionN were prefented : 

Sir ty. Htatbcoe prefented a fietition from the inhabitant^ 
of Ae toem of Oofpoft, eomplMjning of Ae outrage agamft 
hts M^l^, aiMi>praying Aat o^urel«aay hit taken to pre- 
vent UMeAtigp. ( \ I. 

Ae county 
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Mr. Fnie defired to know whether that county meeting was 
convened ur^er any notification that fiich Bills as thofe now 
before the b^e were to be taken into confideration ? 

Sir 5^. JSiW ftated, that the meeting was Convened by pub ^ 
lie advertifement, (which he read) and that the {herifl^ by 
whom the meeting was convened, had given public notice of 
the Bills now before parliament. He aflbrted t^t the 
ing was fo unanimous, that there was only , one diilentinff 
voice; and that it was his firm opinion that the petition }uW 
prefented fpoke the fenfe of ninety- nine, put of one hundred of 
the county of Suffolk. 

Colonel Stanley prefented a fimilar petition from the town 
and neighbourhoc^ of Manchefter and Salford; and fiated 
tha tfeven thoufand thr^ .hundred and fifty-four names wert 
fubforibed to it in the courfe (^one day and 4 half. 

Mr. Auneiiey a petition froin, the fulleft meeting 

ever knowh of the inhabitants of Readings in Berkfoire 
againft the ij^o Bills now pending in parliatnent ; pOe entitled 
“ A Bill for tjte Safety and Prefervation of bis Majefty's |fer* 
fonand Government againft TreafOnable and Seditious Prac« 
ticcs and Attempts/’ and the; other ‘VA Bill for more cfFec-^ 
tually preventing Seditious Matings and Ailembliei,^^ and 
praying that meafures might be taken by that houfefor en^ 
tering into a negociation with Pratice, for the purpofe of 
terminating the war, under whi^tever form Of government 
that country may extft. . \ 

Ordered t<f lie on the table. ■ \V 

Mr. i/«««>*«rwdprefented a fimilat petbioh from the cidzene 
and freemen pf the ancient oitv of Cmt^buryi Before he 
moved for it to lie on the table, hb be^ed leave to fay at 
few words, not onljr upon the* of the petition itfolfi 

but the manner in which it had been obtained. A meeting 
of the citizens and freemen of Canterbury had, he faid, .upron 
requifition, been regularly called by a nfia^iftrate ; and ^ofo 
who attended, as the fubfeription fhewed, were, in j:)oih|df 
number and chara£ler, as lar^, refpedtabld^. and uhahidi&^lit 
ever were before affembted within the walls erf that* ibity# 
The petition was afterwards left in the town-ball for chc? 
reception of fignali'ires, the greater part -of Wbich 
known to be fubferibed by perfons)of 
and charafter. Thj^ chairoi^ oif^the meel^fe 
public thanks of thc^ whaal|bnded it for^ his 
impartial condud iai^^^^oJe^me^ting^eiilii^ 
perfed with Tuch ^s r^^ed on ^qm the 

hig^ft honour and cibd^J'rlh refpedf to the political prin- 
' 5 F 2 c/plos 
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eiplfs of the petitioners it was well known that the City of 
Ganterbury had uniformly been renVailcablc for its loyal^ 
to the crown, and the partiality of the inlwbitJ«i.|»>Jowards th* 
prefcnt niiniiier.had been no Icfs notorioQs.v This Mr. 
Honey wood laid be had no need to dwell u^ofn, as the fpeaker 
W 2 LS d wkjftcfS' when they prefented the minifter with the *rtc*** 
dom of Aeir city, and had an opportunity of obfefving the 
ipy’drhich diffufed itfelf on every, countenance, and that all 
ifit different orijers of the people ftrained every nerve to cjf* 
prefs their ettimation of his talents and charaficr. 

With the fame aearand ardour had they manifefted their 
partiality and attachment to the conftitution; at the time 
when alibciations were entered into throughout the kingdom 
fcr its defence againft a foreign invafion, no men came for- 
vVard with more eaeernefs or more enthufiaim. The >nha“ 
bitants of Cantcrbu'rv formed, a volunteer corps with almolt 
' Ufibxampled expedition, and profefled thetnfelvK ready and 
willine to die in fupport of the conftitutiOR, tiicy fo much 
. venerated and efteomed. He differed with th^ « the mo- 
ment upon the principle of fuch affociations, bdeame he 
thought the alarm raifed througj^out the kingdom bad^bem 
excifod' merely for political purpofes ; he mult, notwimitand- 
ine, do them the juftice to' ^ye them ample credit for their 
lowity, their attention to the laws, their order and difcipliney 
and, above alU fw *elr regard to the peace of their country- 
Differihg with theih, ■ however as he .did, becaufc had the 
danger been fo great, as it was pretended to be, he could 
aeither fee' the propriety, nor the ncceffity of fupporting the 
confertutiOn by ftfeflgthening the militaiy power from a conv 
, Tidiion thar the people ttiemfelves woJlild never tamdy fob- 
mlt to aforeign enemy J ' and that we had befides our ftrongelt 
•'Sd to wo^ walls 

. eif dW Eheland. fie felt that conviaion to be well ^nded 
rnn'e, and it had fince been confirmed by the fo^_that 
^ ^ thofc who formerly differed from him had fince 

their opinions. Various reafons had induced Wm to 
to the corps of cavalry whidj.had.been raifed in Can- 
t^urv. Many of the perfons who formed that corps fieg- 
leatid'theif occupations, I and at the particular period, when 
ise'fnffei»d^:hhder the mi^ble effeas of a f^inc, the con- 
; feiuencei*%Mirdtlhe mor/^iftreffiBg. - % wifted to fee the 
' ‘ braad-fvTOM 'S#in .converted in» « ,pW%h-lhare, and agri- 
^Ttw a^wtltand hiduftrio^^i|»!Uragedi;hi8 opuuoiv 


that lucb aww» ought thhe,! 
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ncrccflity i&ould be proved that it ought to be abandoned for a 
ftate bt warfare. . , 

Cantbrhu^ he Ciid, had of late had more the appearance , 
of a garrtfoiWi or befteged town than a free city in a great 
comrtierci'4l country, and confrquendy peculiar hardfliips at^ 
tendant on military operations had been endured by its in- 
habitants. The camps in the neighbourhood had been a 
further and confulerable inconvenience, bccaufe iiot>vith- 
ftanding the good order and difeipirne, moft fcrtrpuloufly ex- 
acted, feme petty depredations and mifderaeanours would in- 
evitably happen in the vicinity of any large body of foldicry* 
In proportion as the opprcilions . and calamities of tlic people 
Wicrcafed, pains and penalties incrcafed in the fan>e ratio; 
and, at this time, when the only privilege remaining was to 
complaiii, the pectple were to be deprived even of that mode 
of relief, and their mouths were to, be flopped ; they mtiiV 
therefore endure iu filencc* Such an increafe of pains 
penalties becaufe a few individuals in a moment of 

enthufiafti^ ;folly, perhaps of defperation and madnefs, had 
been guilty of an outrage, for the pnnifhment of which the 
cxifting laws were fully fufiicicnt, Mr. Hon^ywood tlibughc:, 
moft unjuftjfiable. ^ \ 

Another inconvenience to wHicb the people were fubjedleJ 
was, be obferved, keeping fo. large a military force in tnc 
kingdom, the perpetual marching, and cguhter-marching of 
troops kept the whole country in a ftate off alarm and con- 
fufion ; no fooner w^s ,tiie rout of a detachment of foldicrs 
made known> than ,a party of conftables. were font belbre to 
prefs the waggons of the fai mers in^to- the fervicc for the con- 
veyance of flores and baggage. > It he l^Id, froai the 
nature of the cafe that thofe waggopl^ were frequently and 
, jepesM^ly prefled at the very feme tim6,^they Ihoqld have 
been employed to carry off the feanty crops which fhe' haryeft 
produced* I'hc confequence often was, that a ' wqt day 
•nfued; the corn was obliged to remain upon the fipld'j.^where 
it was materially damaged; this incideiUitily tended , pro- ' 
mote the general fcarcityf and tlms that fcarcity became' more 
incrcafed and lifverei flad tl^cfc iii!t:inccs iuppened ctiiy 
once, or twice, or thrice, lie fiiould not Iny'e thought flieai 
worth mentioning; but they h|id.. happened 
hoped the VVar-^cc would take noticc>^,,an4 
prevent their repqtiiiqn^;;^ future. To 4heff ' jgw 
among la 'Variety,, , the people jiad. "^i^ieffufty 

mittedl\Was it theri^fC^n reafon or Julticei, t^iac became 
halve hitherto fufired paciemty, frelh grievances were to 

be 
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be impofcd on them, and when they begin to admit that they 
fee] the c^il.innties occaiioned bv the war, they are to have 
t their tongues tied,* and to be aeprived of thofe ineftimable 
libcrMc-> on which the conftitution depends. Mbiilhers might 
flop the mouths of the peopL, but couKl they preverit their 
thoughts? 'rhtfir minds could r : be deputed of refl«(3ion, 
however c*»p hJe tl tir ai^lions might be of receiving (hackles. 
The peojur could n )t be infcnfible ot Iceling ; and although 
they mi<>\t fuffer thi.ir ill humour to gather and colleAJ m 
/ilence i r a time, it would ultimately break out, and whrt 
emotion' might follow ho man could guefs, much lefs decide. 
The pcot ^ have hitherto not only (hewn great and rooted 
rcgaid ioi the conibtiitlon, but unprecedented loyalty and at- 
tachment to the oriicL and perfon ol h\^ Majefty. Let mi- 
nifters beware thtn how they act, left they mot only provoke 
the rcfcntmtnt of the people |igainft their own defperate mea-* 
fures^ but weaken ^hc fccuiity of the throne itfelf. His Ma» 
jefty, Mr. Hontywood laid, was proteSed by the iQve lodged 
in the hearts of his (ubjcdls, and not by the multiplied pains 
and pr nalties of rigorous ftatutes, oi the number of the mill* 
^tary forces diawn lound him. The only mert his Majefty 
ccru’d look up to, and depend upon for their loyalty and truth, 
were ihofe who know how much his fafety depends on the 
cftablifljtd law and conftitution of the country ; thofe who 
do not c<»ntent themfelves by manifefting their loyalty by 
empty profeflions, but who evince attachment and bring their 
zral to the te/t of unanfwerable proufj whenever occaflon 
calls ^or action*, thofe who, wh Ic they re(pe£l bis Majefty W 
peifon, forget not for a moment iheir rclpe«^t for thofe libertic> 
which prompt a vigour and ftimulatc a define to defend 
him *t all ha^ids. They bad fecn the tabic covered with 
petition^ complaining of the corrupt influence of the crown, 
which by being difregaidcd, be feared had too juftly aflforded 
the people jcafon fo conclude that parliament did not attend 
to thtir real mt>;rcrts ; tf it had fo attended, he was fure there 
would pot only have been no war at this time, but there 
would h^ve been no war commenced againft France. Peace, 
he infifttdf, was the onl\ rvnitdy for dtScntiops, tf diftentions 
did e\i], he hoped and tiuftcd, therefore, that men who 
meant ai*(l aJed upon fuch laudable principles as the freemen 
and cituens of Cantcrbuiy would be attended to. Mr. 
Honey wood i:rnduded wnh moving that the petition lie on 
the table — Oi *lered. 

prcfei ted a petition from tho inhabitants of 
Briftol, ilut the Hills might not pafs into a law. 

* 


Mr. 
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Mr. ShitiJan faid, that obferving a reluctance in his lord-s 
(hip to mention the contents of the petition) he would a(k him 
how many names were figned to it, and of what defcription 
of people the fubfertbers were ? 'Fhis quefljon he judged 
neceflary, as ho had been infoimed, by ^ood authority, that 
they were of the moft refpeftable claf', and confifted of 4000* 

Lard Sheffield replied, that he did not thii'ik it ncccflary, a> 
he had not learnt from the chair, that it was neceil’ary to 
mention the number and quality of the perfons who had figned 
the petition, nor could he pretend to anfwer the queftion with 
any degr^* of accuracy. He, however, thought it pioSablc 
that the number might amount to 4C0O ; who, ior ought he 
kneu', were refpe£lable people. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he feared the petition had gqt into h^d 
hands, iioi was he iinguUr in this opinion, as he had re- 
ceived a letter from Briftol, ftating, thwit feveral of the 
petitioners felt the fame apprchenfions. So unanimous 
were the firame» of the petition, that they thought it ncc’f- 
fary to prefent it to that houfe the fenfe of the inhabitants 
of Briftol, which circumftance the noble Ibrd appe.*ru* 
anxious to conceal, and willing to infinuate that the ligna- 
tures were not thofe ot refpe£kable perfons. 

Lord Sheffield {jiidj that the honourable gentleman fhoiild 
not put an untruth into his mouth. He did not Ly that the 
perfons who biltt figned the petition were not rclpeitable j bm 
fince he found hinifalf called upon, he muft fay, that he did 
not know that the petition fpokc the general fciife of th9 peo- 
ple of Briftol, he rather believed it did not, becaufe it neither 
came from the corporation, nor from thofe perfons who weie 
in the habit of addreflIng parliament. 

Mr* Sheridan faid, he did not mean to queflion the veracity 
of the noble lord, but he would repeat, that he had the beft 
authority for aflerting that the perfons whofe names wore to " 
the petition were of the moft refpeilable clafs, and that it was 
intended to convey the fentiments of the inhabitants of 
Briftol. 

Lard Sheffield repeated his former opinion, and added, thst 
he did not know the fubferibers, and that it was probable 
of them had figned the petition who hid never read it. 

The petition was ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. Grey prefented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
town and county of Southjampton, againft the Bills, which 
was ordered to lie on thq table^ 

Mr. Fax prefented a fimilar one from the inhabitants of 
Norwich, figned by many thoufands ot refpedable perfons. 

That 
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That they were perfons, of that (lefeription he dijctarcd, he 
^vas well affured ; and the he tufted, w<?ttfd not he 

doubted even by the member for that city, Windham), 

inow one of his Majefty’s miniftersi the i^hanies of many of 
whofe friends were to be found among the number. Ordered 
jto lie on the table. ' / * 

Mr. prefented a petition agai lift the Bills from 

fcvctal inhabitants of the city of Chelicr. He ftated, that 
unfair advantages had been taken, in many iftftances, of the 
irritation of the loyal tl^ind of the Englifli natio% oiccafioned 
by the outrage the perfon of their Sovereign. An 

add-refs had been -prefented to his JM.ijefty from the City of 
, Chefter, c<ingfatuLiting his Majcflv on his efrape from aifaf- 
fmatipnj and pra\ing that he would take meafurcs to prevent 
the .repetition of finiilar dtitra^ps. He faid, he did not fear 
to afiert that wherever the beforv the l^fe were known, 
they wcee diflilced 5 and thatlne general opmfen of the country 
had never exprciled more decided abhoriencp aii4 deteftaiion 
.agaijift any meafures than ai^’binll them. lie Jiad received a 
letter from, a gentleman in Chefter, who i:;formcd him that 
many of tijc perfons who had figned the Addrefs to the King, 
did not know that it lieent any farther ihaii congrutulatd 
him on his fafety, 

Belgravif faid, he had had tlic honour of prefenting 
the Addrcfc to MajcQy from the moli rd|>e<£l:able part of 
the*City pf CheH^r. He had lately received a letter, which 
Ibted, tbit the jacobins of that place; were hard at work, 
and the wiite^t feared they WouKl fu^cefsful; that theif 

pciition was figned by fchocA-boys apprentices, and many 
, traddmen of the lower orders, atnong whom were fevcral 
frjfleiuers.; and fruit when they wanted to make any peifon 
their ' petition, they afkcd him whether be had any pb« 
Jt^on to a peace?, Fro!pyt|>efe circumftanccs he did not 
tbmk it probable that the petitjpn prefented by the honoui* 
sehtlerran, was of the moft ^^eclable kind. 

' Sheridan faid, he did nof wifli that the fchool-boys 

fliould be taken from learning their Greek to fign petitions.. 
If Hhe perfons who had figned thatj^yhich he now prefented, 
were of the lower dalles of the GOfpniunity, he muft fay, 
'^at tbey aj4>eated to kOtew the cpnftitutioa better than their 
fuperiors, 'lK^bo had figned the addrpfi to his Majefly* The 
. latter had tacked to their congratulations a rqqucft, that his 
JMajefty would' be plcafed to take ^rpteventing; 

'.J^urC' if this. had znf vieJw|6V'wher,of the 

it was highly unco^iftitufipnal^ i<fr the 
■ . , Kina 
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King croujid not take any tneafj^ire without the confent of Par- 
liament. The petition. ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. S|jeridafi prefented a petition from Sheffield, figned by 
8000 petfons againil the Bills. 

LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 

Mr Sturt prefented a petition p^^ainli: the Bills figned by 
I2»il3 peifons. Many of them, he laid, were refpcZlable 
tradefmen ; and the relt were mechanics, artifan% and la- 
bourers, and a no k fs ufefui and valuable part of the com- 
xnunity. . Thefe people in part conftituted the London C..-- 
refponding Society, whirh a noble Lord (Mornington) whop 
he did not then fee in his place, had, ©n a former ^evening, 
conncdlcd with the perfons who committed the outrage on his 
Majcfiy, but >yhich connediion lie doubted not to difprovei* 
The npble lerd bad faid, that he had bought a book entitled* 
hing^kilUng at a Ihop, which recommended regicide ; and 
that the hMs. was printed and publiflied by the avowed printer 
and ‘puhliflier for that ^faciety ; and hence he deduced his 
conclufion, that that fociety and the perpetrators of the out- 
rage on his Majelty on the firft .day of the jeffion were con- ' 
nciScd. Unaccuftomed as he was to public fpeaking, Mr. 
Sturt faid, it was not likely that he ftiould have it imputed to 
him, that he mifrcpi cfented the alTcxtions of the noble Lord, ; 
becaufe he had taken his wordi» dowri. > The noble lord having 
endeavoured to prove the connexion, by. aflferting that Citizen 
Lee was Printer to the ;&ciety, he (hould endeavour to dif- 
prove the cohne^lion^ by :afleiting that Citizen Lee was noi 
Printer to the fociety ; and h^; was able tp do fo from his own 
enquiries of the moUier of thbt man, and 6f the man himfelf^ 
who had both poftlively denied the faft. He had made thefe 
enquiries; firft, in confequence of Ibme doubts which he 
bimfelf entertained on the Cubje<St; and fccondly, to gairi 
fuch information rcfpe6litft|SFy parliamentary 

required. He faid, he wenl/tb the mother of Citizen Ee«?, tiSp 
lives in a court in St. Aniic's-ftreet, and who informed 
that her foh did once belong to the London Correfpondiag So- 
ciety, but that he was;h6 fonger a-member of it, having been ^ 
twice turned out; ahfd,this was afterwards confin^^ by 
Citizen Lee, .who affiirM him of* the fame nbr 
he ever employed bylThelwall, or Conne^ef#"'with hith 
directly j6r| indire<ftly. Tl^«‘Wall always .piinted^bi^' Swh 
speeches account,, put his name to ^cm, aftd 

publ^^ %imfejif* Mr. Sturt hopj^ that this 

|Wpuj|ti do tbfe odious impreffion which the houfe 

h|»d received of tlie Inten^ons of the London Corref- 
VoL. L 1795^ jG pondingf.1 



410 l^OODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS ICottwcN'fj 

ponJinp: Society, as conne6);e4 with the which Citizen 
Lee h id punliflied ; a book which he confuiered too ddi^racc- 
ful to bring before that houfe. Excepting the title of the book, 
thtip was nothing in it ; at icatl, wprtliy the notice of that 
houfe j and the man had declared to him, that he merely put 
the title of King-fiilling to it with a view to excite a fale for it. 
T'hc paiaj;iaph on tyrannicide, he iaid. Was copied from a 
paper called the Cabinet, which was pubhflied by a fociety 
of gentlcm^n twelve months ago, and other, parts of it were 
of a mure didant date^ 

To flicw how abfurd, how mean, contemptible, and in- 
fignificant the publicafion was, and how .^little worth the 
notice oF the houft‘, Mr. Sturt quoted a few words w^th the 
explanations annexed to them, as the noble lord had done 
upon a former evening. Thefc were, “ Hra&s * i. c. Dun^ 
-CoNst qufnCe ! full til pm ounded^by his 
myrmidons of the Treufury .^^ — ‘‘ Pen si jns : S/nccuus which a 
mintfler receives for hir^felf and his relativn^ of 4000/. a ycar^ 
and yet not fatisfled** How could any perfon, he afkcd, for 
a moment imagine that iuch ridiculous and ftupid paragraphs 
\\ ere tredfon ? And why fhould it be concluded that a large 
body of people were concerned in the fale of filch mifcrable 
trafh ? Many of the perfons fo implicated, were as good 
friends to the confiitution as the noble loid who brought that 
charge againft them % anc] he would undertake to afiert, that 
there was not one incendiary at the m/eeting at Cepenhagen- 
houfe. He wenld go further, he would take uix>n him to 
aiflert, that they were better friends to*the conilitution than 
many perfons high in power and authority, particularlv a 
certain Muftis who had the audacity to declare, that, 1 he 
mafs of the people in every country had nothhig to do with 
the laws but to obey them.” Thefc people, faid Mr. Sturt, 
are friends tc> a paiiiamentary reform; and they .apprehend 
thatif the parliament docs not slcomplifli that reform, a revo- 
llftion will efitCf it ; and fo do hay, 1 will go iaither, pei * 
hips I think a revolution blotter of the two.** At any ratc» 
he declared, he could got but think them better friends to tlic 
conftituLion than the right honourable gentleman oppofite ; 
for that right honourable gentleman had dcfcitfii the caufc 
which he profcfTcti to fuppott, whereas they conthi tied to main- 
tain it fltll. 'Fhc right honourable i^ntleman had formerly 
agitated tbv qiicftion of parliaincnury reforni> atid-« got into 
p5w< r I ) apjxanng to be it^ moft zealous 

Had not, he ah:cd, the people a rcafiJI^bie or latii^r an 
to ground for complaint, that the publicmoney waslkvifo. { 
0 ^ with a wantoft extravagance i if a brave officer? a poor 
* • foldicr 
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foldicr, or failor, after fpending a long Iifc^ and lofing a limb 
or two in the fcrvjce of lus country, received no mure thin 
5!. a year for fubliftence, while by dupiiciiy and 

dccfit, obtamtd large penfions for il^in little more thin con- 
fpiiing agamft the liberties of their country ? A peniion ol 
that prhfiilc fize had, her flirted, been recently given to a 
man, whole writings fci the woildin aflimc, and who had 
reviled and calumnntel the people of tngland, and yet this 
mart’s hypocrify ind ap fl lev w is rewarded with no kls than a 
ptnfion ol 4000I. a yt. ir i hi , and matter'? likethu, the peo- 
ple complaine 1 of, and w're jollified ih defenbing a^d dif- 
cufling tlicm grievances-, 1 he delaration of the noble lord, 
upon tne proceedings at Copt nha'^^en-houfp h\d, he obferved, 
gamed more lupport th in he expefled. fortunateh thofedeclara- 
tions could deprive no m m whoattended thatmeetingof bisbfe, 
and if evei the cafe Iho ild come before a Bntifh jury, all 
treafonable and fedinou intCjitions on the part of that meeting 
would, he doubted not, be completely negatived. As a proof of 
the purity of the iiiti n 10ns of the fociety, he would beg leave 
to lead to the houfe in extradl from the Ipeech delivered thcie 
by JVIi . 1 nt*’ will, which was as follows . 

Thus convinced, and thus feclirtg for the miferies of mv 
fe)Iow-hcu , ppieeiving, as I think 1 do, the political 
iourevs of tn fc calamities, and convinced the nectflity ot 
fpet dy and c heelu il redrefs ; believe me, I do not me m to damp 
. the ardoui with which you purfue that objeft; but 1 will tell 
you, according to my judgment, what is the line of condudt by 
winch wc may obtain it. It is not by tumult* It is not by vio- 
lence. It IS by reafon, by turning oui fenous attention to fads 
and pnnciph ^ , by bold and detemiinptc invefh'^ation , not to 
be checked by idle threats, nor turned alide by adual danger* 
It IS by the relolution to proceed liLc enlightenc i, b >Id, and 
peaceable* ctizens, dcterinitied to rcfoccS 11 our own con- 
dud^, the facred hws of humanity and good oidci , but rather 
t/> die than to iuffer the turbuknee, injuftice, an! perfecuting 
fdiy of otheis, to drive us from tho(c principles of liberty 
and juflicc winch the force of convidioti h is nuorpoiated with 
ou* exiftencc, principles upon winch ihn h ippincis, nay, the 
bread, of our children, ana oui childrens’ children, through 
all fucce live generations, ihay dcpehdL ^ 

Citizicns ! thefe are objedts too grand and important to be 
accomphfhed by the headlong projeffs of tu nultuni) violcrtco. 
What advantiige ipan you receive from pull^n^3 down a ei n "pmg 
faoufef l^he confcquence will only be, that ciimps will » -vc- 
* tile their vile ait of man-llealmg with more ri^nning wJ fe- 
ciecy, and confcquently with more fuccefs, than -oat 

* 3 G** prefent 
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nref<’nt What advanfaffe can reludt ftB^ puHirig^oWh 
.nJ Jeftroying by 
Tkt con&liKnc. is ihU, yob 

movii!? it; you deflroy ihe means of yp«Jt own ^b^^ce, >ou 
J^fpend'ind/ftry ; and"^ you injure the caufe of l-be«y, ,by the 
pretence ym furnilh to the luppo.te.s of corruphon ^hd op- 
Sreflion, to leprcfent y.ai as a parcel of left^ant 
Ld thus give them a .colour lorcxercifing fldl worfc defpotiftn 

*« cfJzens ! it isiteku'crimp, it is nota b^^'r, amtjleN " 
a maitfter, no, norei^O'-sifew dcfpicablc aad avar.c^emono- 
polizers and forefthlldr^^'; thofc are not ti^e authors rj*' 
feTit*$t for beings of this dcfcription could not live hpt for the 
Sr^iV*^ ynn have thj^Jipisfortune to hate^abhftreo over 
' Ami therefore Cyftem voi. n^trfl retoroi, not 

Wrelt'VOurrevetigeuppftiifiiaSwd^^^ Re#>ge 
chXfement are not.only cruel, bill they «te-fallacious ^Ad m- 
Srouate means of reform. If you deilr.^y one f?t of villains,_ 
anofocr fet will arife in their place, whom the wrruptron of 
the fvftem will qnicWv mal« as villainous as ifee 
if you procure .hat weight- and balance wh.c^ftu oug to 
hJ'c in thc 'reprefentauon and 

if you obt^ annual parliaments and ’ * 

MiiU be no longer ii; the* power of a fet of worthkfs be.ngs to 
crimp, murder aitd5fta.rvp you, fpt' tbe gratihcatiyn of thtir 

• iuftice; for thefe are the 

'•affured, that when the principally libem foall he well un- 
derftood throughout the couiii^y,; Aen faSs (hall be 
and caufes properly invcftigated,:#wil,l be’ ftc 


is .our chartfer. 

* K 


ju^trwci . r 

‘!^li?ncc of liberty i f>r5 

' Make us flav^s, and>'t 

Wten thofe principles llwll be ^erly underftood, mankind 
^ll^e and albor the w i^t dnels and deformity of the pttbnt 
Sem,' and the inftruments will b^fongef.tabe found by 
whom, the oppreffions we groan u||flfccf.an,bc c.-’iiied on-' 
Well then^^effiawnsr, for wh^ rpffiofes. do you meet 
.Certainly not at thft m'bWent to red^^vonr wwmzs upon the 
fodi, but to fpeak the rnpans off 


. your wtongs upon ine 
•^fs.j"‘?|tia,,tb*>oini out 


"friend- 


4)ofe means to you, 1 beJH9yej will be foe 
'ihip that ian be done towards you. 

-Wv ta£l#bttt.let us enquire till we have fou^lc ^fo'™ 
ihineii W ieitfl, 1 think we ipuft already . havb diftomed, 

foat in foe prcfcnt aggravated ftafo'of oppceffioii^nd 
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mifery, the wrongs of tnankind cannot be redrcfTed in detail* 
'1 hey tnuft be ii-dreffled by Wholefale; that is to fay, by the 
removal of the cauie* for it is impoffible for any huma 1 being, 
01 aflbcuCion oi humanibemgs, to have the power 01 the mi 411s 
of i(lievmir» one by one, all thecilamitics he beholds. The 
real lover of itiankind muft therefore 1 ibour to redreft their 
wrongs, by purifying the founmir of political difpcnfation. 
Wli u arc thele impure and polluted fountains ? Parliamentary 
conuptiml the (yffcm of cdirnt intrigue^ the fyftem of 
roHen boroughs * It is bv th..fe that the people arc deprived 
of their light ofekdting th de who art*tQ make the laws by 
which they arc to be gov rned, an 1 the confec\ucnce ol this 
I nvation is, as m*ght n it jrdly be cxpe£fed, that thofe who 
m ke tne laws pay no attention tp the interefts of thofe who 
hue no lufluenctt in appointing them to make them. And be 
allured, ic is by the diiLuiIion of principles alone, by laying the 
of rcafoii to the root of the tree of corruption, that the 
bl iftmg foliage of luxury, and the poifonous fruit of opprtffioii, ' 
c II be dcHiovcd. And this is not iuh* done by tuiiultuay 
I iflinef*', by pci Ion i aivmohty, malevolence, nr faction It 
I" to be tftwi^icvl oniv by i fteady adheience tor^afon, truth, and 
juflicc, and wholocvci, by the vio'ation of thefc print j dcs, 
gn c i h in^lc to tl c cools of defpotifm foi txi rciling ilieir l)c- 
lovcJ of o'jipieilivc coercion, whatever mtiyK his mo- 

tives, lus Uncsiit), or hi^ s^il, i , in eftedt, an enemy to the 
cau^e of freedom, and not aTncnd.^* ^ 

\\ as this a language to excin difordcr, to create turn lU, or 
occafion outr;?ge'’ Tbs only difFcrence between the right 
honourab^'* i:cntlem*.frt the (ociety was, thu the one had 
abin ^oned the parhunenUry rcloim, while tnc othcis flood 
by It, and would ultimately gam then ob)c£t. 

li the Houle will give ntc l^vc, U d Mr. .^turt, I will reid 
** b»t of treaion. Si.irc I ^vc wb it is t treafon, I 

will now (h w w-hat treaipn^ and if the Houle knows ns 
own d gnitj , ind feels lh<;*i^o rcgoiil for it that 1 do, it wiU 
noi i.eli" »te o ic mon\cnt to prof-cuie th^ a athor. The aathor 
I a magiftrafe pf J^ewloundland, .1 mm directly m the pay, 
and under the influence^ of mm and t will venture to 
alicit, that the paragr^h I am now ..L)oa» tj-quote, fro^’i thr 
pamphlet he has publi{he 4 « is one of th* moft atrocious libels 
that evei^as appeared Ugamil tic Houfc of Cf>mmon , and 
auainft ttfe conflitutioA tni^ coupiiv The following da- 
ring paflaglB^iiSt his dehmtion of monarch) : 

h tUeViJCCCption ot thi- advice aiJ tonfent of the Two Houfts of Par* 
ifAnluit, aa 4 the inu*; ^ of Junev, the Coicinmenc, and the admimlliadon 

^ of 
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ot It in all it« pott**, ina’v be fa d to reft wholly and folcly on the KUngy and 
appointLd by bim. Thofc two adjitndi of Pakliamfnt and June* aie fubfidiiry 
and occafional, but the Kin ^ power is a fubftanthc one, always \ihbk and il- 
tivL his ofheers, md in 1 is iniiie, every is trinfa^lcd that uittcf t» 
tlic peace of the re Im and the \ roteition ot the ful *l he fubje£l ftth ih 
and itknowled(,cs with thanktulnels a Inpciinttndj ig Sov^icignty, which 'ilon - 
confenial to the fentnnents ind t^rnper of lift men. In fine, ihe (yovein ik nt 

of England is a Monreky! th'* Monarch is the ancient ftock lioin uhch hive 
ipTing Thofe goodlv bnn hesof the L pifliiuic, the iJords ai d Crmm i , thit 
at *hc fame time give orniipefit to the tre , anl ft 1 1 IhcltCi t ^f vlu i ek 
jnrotcfljon undci It. But thcdb are ftilT onl branclie , anddHiv rheiv o ijin 'ind 
their nutiimcnt fiom their cohlmon p rui^ the) may be ljp(ci < 1, and tl t tict 
isatrceftill, Ihorn, indeed, of its hoi40urs butnit, like tlum, caft ’ • 

fire. The Kingly Government may goon, in all its funfVions, w Kont I r tr 
Commons . it hi& here tof>re done fo ibr years togeUiei, and in i lir turns it d >cs 
lb during eveiy r^ccis ot parliament} but, with >ut tht king, h { irii 1 1 ent i nn 
moie The kii g, thtrefore, abntf itr who ncwcilnril lubflft w th ut change oi 
diixunution , and iron him alone we uncoailn^'y dtit\ t>it. protedlion ( t law and 
government. * 

Lopped off’ (continued Mr. Stnrt.) I his i«5 i p? etty f( ’ 
low* What fort of a tree will the conitiiu ion bt wh n lie 
Houfe ofCc«nmon‘^ is lopped off * Minifter^. knov rh. .id- 
momticMi has been i\ci\ refpe^ling this, and that a letter wis 
fent upon It, and yet the whole has hitherto been fuffered to 
rem^n unnotued by them.” On thi^ account rt was that 
Mr. Sturt then biought itforwiid. ][( was a nioft infunous 
libel , and the duty he owed to parliaoKfiit, and to his coun- 
try, obhjjied him to dn fo. If Lee WSl*^ dmenablc to the laws, 
was not Reeves fo ^ Mr. Sturt w ^9 unwilling to inlhtutc pfo- 
ftcutions agaii^ff any man; bqt wbtn \ man like thus went 
trotting .it)out to every duty hole iincl comer to hunt up Icdi- 
tious publication^, (for he bad even been and thxcatened Ci- 
tizen Lee’s mot icr for fclling*a fev pamphlets, wdnle he him- 
ielf was gu a greater crime,) helhould not brpLimittLd 
to pafs unnoticed. It was impoffible that the Hon. and learn- 
ed Gentleman oppofite (the Attorney General) could read 
every pam( hlet that was puldtfhcd } but notice had betn given 
of this, and therefore he ihould have examined it. Mr. ^turt 
concluded by moving for leave to bring up tlic petition, whuh 
was fi(f ned b) i2,i 13 people , a great part of who^ had nut 
ohiy given their namc^', but places of abode* * 

The motion brmi^ put and feconded, leavo' wi given to 
bring up the pctiw on, which was addrtllcd in following 
wards; 


n 
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7b ibi HokourahU the Commont of Great Britain, in Parliament 
fjfemhlcdi . 

The Petition oFthe undcrfigncd'Britai: sjnhahitants of London and Its EnvlronSa 
alTcml^^ togcth6r> to e^pveis their tree Sentlmcntii, according to the Tenor of 
the BILL OF RIGHTS, on the Subjedts ot the threatened invahon of their 
Conftitutlonal Liberties. 

.«« May it pleafe your Honourable Hoafe. , " 

•* yourPctitioDcr$ approach you, once moie, t6 tnate their grievances and ap- 
prehenCiofis known, in' a legal and conftitutiottal thahner, to that branch of t)ic 
Irgldaturc. which, froih its legal Byle and form, W^ls evidently Intended to be the 
coniVitutional guardian of the People** LAb^ies, and the champion of its tights 
«nd privllieges ! But ytt appiroach you, ntk. %sr Jberccoforc, to claim the rpforma* 
tlon of cxh^lng abufes $ if tliofe cl^ims ha^dhetn attended to, the caiufe of bur pre- 
fent petition could never have cxiBed..^ We -come^ot to repeat our unanfweied 
argvunents tm the ucccBity of a Parliamentary Reform' ; very propofition of 
fthe meafui-cs we now protefl agatoft is a demonstrative evidence of the ncccSTity of 
fuch reform j) but we approach you with conftltutional reverence and Btidili 
Hirnnefs, to conjure you not to drive the peb^.of this diftrelTed and irritated na« 
tion to fuch dcfpair as the adoption of the c^rcive fyliem in agitation before you 
we nre tirmly perfuaded, in the end muft inevltably ptoduce. / We cbnjuie tills 
Honourable Houfe to remember, that the vital energies of theBrixlihConltltuCpA 
confift of tlic liberties offpcech and oCthe picL ^ that thefa^ty and |)referration of 
our lives and liberties (mo^ after that Immortal i^itutlbn the trial by jury) de« 
pend upon the iQhfeiya^M .cif;„the provifiont of that ddmirablc ftatute of trea^^ 
fvn , extorted^v A virtuous Commons kdwaid the Third, We 

conjuiciyou atfo to remember, of theft liberties, and the violation 

•f this fafeiy, by arbitrary. inftitutioa^>nd n«w theories conftru6:ivc treafons# 
though f.mietimcs adhlDned under of ancient prer:>gatiyes, and fometlxnea 

conhrmed by cprrupt reprerent^vesi ,p44 arbitrary ads of Parliament, have never 
faiU'd of produdhve of m(^ *Iarmicg both to tlie goV^a* 

rnent and people. That the adopl|^;^^ii2|i|b very maxin^s and precedents Upon, 
whi.h the propofed xneafuies are founded, brou^t one unhappy pHne: of 

Ih'.' 1 « aufe of Stuart to w di^ve another with his pofterity from the 

tin \ and that thectlbre 10 p^opofe and fupport fuch mc^ujces, in ^reality, to 

endanger not only- the tran^uilB^^f the nation, b'lt the fafely of his Majefty** 
Pei (oa and govcrument, hi which theft meaiures are faii to be brought 

forward. i '' t ■ _ ■ ' 

Permit folfaWily to C(^^tbis Honourable Ko ifc to recoUeft tlie eyi^nta 
that an^pSducci the revo ut*on of' i6S8j the doftrlBe 

advanci^ memorable event, ani the ptnicip.e^ which «fta* 

Ijiiihei^ijJiO^' «*n the tlironc* Let us conjure you glfo to con(i^ 
4cr, with d*c dciib;r.iM:n> *kz hiuiu And faueJi uaturc cf that compact whl.^' 
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cxif!s between the government and the people; and-thib! dreadful cdn^^enccs which 
mufl: inevitably cnfiie, if ever thofe limits 'ihotidd''W ' violated, dr this compact 
broken ! If thofe circumftanccs aie duly b^O^jered, we fpjsd a fctilcd confidoncc 
that the ftrong> lyid hkberto unt’araUclcd attcnipl:5,|]|;6 deftray tl^e^^^rfonal fejuri^y 
of the people of thofe realms, and annihilate thiklttcrcd right of^iitidlil difcunion# 
will meet with the decided repiphation of this H«moiirai||Ie Houic) that precedents 
draw’s! from the tyrannical reigns of the T.sdors and the Stiiarts, will Lc rejected 
with indignation 5 .and that this Honourable Houfe will be Aruck w'ith In rror at 
tlie idea of Gaining the animals .of the Houfe oi Urunfwick, py the revival ol thofe 
very nyeafures Which brought^ .l^e ’Houfe of Stuart into iifii general odium, and 
Waa prodadtive of fueh'infibierh^ oppre^on, as to rehilanj» oi'the pto^ 

pl(^ and produce, that glorious revolution, ui>on tlic principles of which, and of 
adilcj^ alime^ the Houfe of Brunfy^ek- is, at this time, entitled tO’ tlic Briuili 
Crown./’ ‘ M 

• .^SS^Our petitlonem themfp^''^«y Houfe^to confider the pur- 

yoft and tendency of the the reilbndtion, or i ather the uttcf 

]^evenfion, of popular 4^1eprblk'& for the puepofe of political hivclligation,a:]d to dif* 
it with that ihkrked' <lirapprgij[)ation it fo juftly deferves ; to guard with the 
aioll inviolable reiftedb chat facred inibitution, the rrial by jury ; ano to fuB'er no 
arbitrary innovations, Unde^ Siny presence Whatever, on the cxii'lii.g laws of trea- 
|Oiy and fedidon | laws which have hitlierto been found fully competent to all the 
juA purpoles oif Iren and cquiUbld government. 

And, fiftilljiist entreat this' Honourable Houfe to bcUrve, that when we 
profifs our abhorrenceiof pH tumult and violence, andr je£l with the in-* 

dignaclon t|ke groundli^tt that have been fp' cad agaihA our peaceful, 

orderly, and qonAitv^Ibnu^ mo^gs, we do dip {Urui ;4nd^ng^cc(^cd con. 

vision that all at^s of viplea^ and outrage afe/'i^R 

great cauie of nadonaf and conllitdiibhal llharty t > which w^e are' rfiRSed. At 
^ fame time we Cdi^jure you to contWe Ijh, ^e firrnne^^ and' temperance of tli^ 
people' of Great Ikitafn, who, we truft, not dcgcneril^ from the fpirlt and* 
bravery of their an^cilors, nor forgotten ||^cimp(^tanc Idnoss/inculcated by their 
t«am|ie«/- , 

1’* ' i "> 

' Mf. IVilberforct^ (aid he h^[gp^ve4 a. letter from Lord 
Mornington, ftating tiiati^iiHip^ioh Obliged him to be ab> 
iienC. la tl^t th^ noble lord dec'lated, tiiat #lien he de- 
li^veted hisfpeet^^e was perftkaded i^aty|^re wasa'ccdinedliba 
^tv/ixt the t:iit)ap4ii of the Loru^ Society 

^pd the outrage oablsM^efly which fblldWi^.)' and' he doubted 
i;^t, but thM when he ifoould be able to the 

Moufe. he Would have it ih^hii^' pown^ |iia{ij^^i^.^nc^lon 
N^r. VVilberforce^d^, that rtjO 

y^tdetiMn wt^ld be more r^y to come 
than that u^ble lord. 
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W[r.^ Sheridan faid, that the noble lord, or, indeed, if the 
Houfe, by its votes, ctiuld be cleated from the imputation of in- 
dulging in calumnies* it muft be by confenting to go into an 
enquiry and evidence of fa£ts, , and not by refting upon bare 
fuppofitions,. The more he enquired, the more he was con- 
vinced that the noble lord had been egregioufly mifinformed ; 
aflertion was no proof. It came out, upon enquiry, that Citi- 
zen Lee was not printer to the Correfponding Society j that 
inflammatory publications were not circulated by their aptho- 
rity, nor had the particular hand-bill, entitled ‘‘King Killing 
no Murder,” been authorifed by them. The whole muft have 
been the fabrication of fonTe perfon who wilhed to bring the 
fociety into diferedit. He remembered^a circumftance fimilac 
which took place in The Society of Friends of Freedom 
a perfon who, from his violence, was fufpefled of being a fpy, 
contrived to eJctinguifh the lights, when a great number of 
hand-bills was thrown about the jroom, of a feditious and in- 
flammatory nature. Upon the lights being reftored, and the 
hand-bills read; the fociety\exprelTed their abhorrence of this 
tranfaftion, and their difapprobation of the hand-bills^ and 
they ufed every endeavour to difeover the authors of them, 
who were probably the Government Reporters. ' Was it, he 
afked, fitting that the Houfe fbould aillime the fa£l of flich 
hand-bills being publifhed by the Qbrrefponding Society, and 
upon that alTumption, fhould pafs aAs, which, in their extent, 
atFedled the whole kingdom ? He complimented Mr* Sturt 
highly on his fpeech, which he declared to have contained much 
goodfenfe, and to hayebeen delivered in as plain, manly, and 
conftitutional language as he had ever h^ard. He animadvert- 
ed on the pariiphlet mentioned by Mr. Sturt, which was clearly 
a libel upon the Houfe of Commons, was it a light thing that 
fuch a libeller as jthis fhould go iinpunifhed ? ' That fuch a li- 
beller Ihould be fuffered to print, and to circulate the molt 
atrocious libels upon the confiitution unnoticed was fcanda- 
lous. If there was any thing hip which (erved to keep up 
In the country the ball of c 4 ^iitPntion, it was this glaring par- 
tiality. This difcovered l&If in the year 1791, after th|! 
IJirmingham riots* Nothing of that adtivity was difeovered 
'againft the churPh .and king mob, who dPftroyed the houfes 
ot peaceable citizeiis j nothing of that adtivity againft the li- 
bellers of diffenters, whpn they were charged with A^anting to 
poifon the river water. . Where were the importunity and ac- 
tivity of the legiflature^thofe occafions ? It was no his wilb 
Mf* for publications in general} 

but publications, not only of Mr. Reeves, 

Vot. irj^QS. H but 
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but of Mr. Arthur Young, which were infinitely more'fitro- 
cious libels againft the conftitution^ than any that had been 
pointed out by the noble lord. Nor could he fuppofe, that if a 
projlcution againft fuch libellers was moved, that any of his 
Mrjefty’s minillers dare oppofe it. 

Mr. repeated his former arguments, that were it 

ftated as an hiltoric fadl that fuch a outrage was committed on 
his Majefty, that a few days previous to the circumftancc tak- 
ing place, an hand-bill had been circulated at si public meeting, 
that king-killing was no murder, and yet, that no connexion 
could be traced between that outrage and this hand-bill, that 
few er none could be found who would be ihclined to draw 
fuch an improbable conclufion. He fatd, he believed the 
hon, gentleman (Mr. Sturt) was fingular in his opinion, that, 
excepting the title, he faw no harm iri thejiand bill. 

Mr. TVhltbrcad declared? be could not. conceive how tlie 
honourable gentleman, byVhis fpeech.'^had eftablifhed any 
fuch conne<5fion. If that honourable gentleman had confent- 
ed to have' gone into an enquiry as to fa6ts, then the hand- 
bill might have been trated to its fourcc ; but without fuch a 
Committee being inftituted confidcred it as a foul calumny 
to infmuate, that the hand-bill w^as the production of the l.oii- 
don Correfponding Society; whilft, at the fame time, every 
requeft to have an enquity inftituted was refufed. 

Mr. Landbim a doubt arofc in his mind, whether the 
hand-bill was written by any member of the l.ondon Cor- 
refponding Society, or by one of the fpies or repoi ters of 
government ? The quotations given by anbWe lord, rendered 
fuch an enquiry ncccffary ; without an enquiry; thepublicatioir 
was undeferving of notice. It had been faid in behalf of the 
noble lord, (lord Mornington,) that he was not in the habit of 
making ra(h allertions. He believed that to bditrue, and yet, as 
thofe on his fide of the Houfe, who had made enquiry, denied 
the charges adduced, he fubmitted, whether, in point of can- 
dour and duty, the Houfe oug^t liot to have inftituted an en- 
? He adverted to the pamphfct; cittituled, Thoughts 
on the iinglilh Government/’ which was aferibed to Air. 
Reeves, and declared, that it was the duty of the Attorney . 
General, if he mdant to adminificr equal Jufticc, to profecute 
the author of the pamphlet with due feverity. In that pam- 
phlet, monarchy had been compared to a tfKfb; but he would 
©bferve, that, in order to its growth country, it was 

necefl'ary that it ftould be planted in tnSSoil of liberty j in no 
other would it ftourifli ; in this foil alone 
gouf) and if endeavours {houfd be ufcJ to ^ 

' f * *'•/' ‘‘any 
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any other foil% the fair and goodly tree would pine away, de- 
cay, and perifh. 

Mr., Canning rofc to explain. One gentleman he remarked 
bad intimated, that the hand-bill, cxcc/t’iK^ title alone was 
l>iu iicile objectionable ; ano'i^jr genJemen had vindicated 
this aflertion ; he therefore thi)ii;2;ht he had a right to dr^iw th® 
infTf’iicehe had done on fuch dedarafions. 

Mr. Sturt xok to explain. He declared he did not mean to 
fay that the doctrint? contained in thde hand-bills and pam- 
phlets was not abominable ; but that, -take away the title—- 

King-killing ho Murder/* much of the offence contained 
in the publications would ceafr. 

Mr. Martin in a ifhort fpceeb difclaimcd the idea that what 
any Bon.. Gentleman pn that fide* pf, the ^Houfe faidj't'hould be 
imputed jo him, or .^on&dercd.as of the. Whole ; that it 

was fufficieht for binci to exprefe hti’owR. fentiraents, ^ without 
being accountable for tn? expreffions of, others. 

Mr. Grey vindicated Mr. Sturt from Vhat be termed, the 
mirrcprefontation of an honourable gentleman^ j[Mf. Can- 
ning) j he flicvvcd that the honourable gentleman’s^ (Mr. Can- 
ning’s) favourite ar2,unicnt, that fuch a> doclrine »vas preached 
at Cop-‘nhagcn-hovjiV,‘ and that fuch a praftice followed,' 
might be retorted on miniirry. Mr. Sturt’s Ipecgh, he faid, 
conr.uned mucli good fenic, and found conftitutional prin- 
ciple':. He pointed out ihe dilemma in which the houfe was 
involved. It was faid to be nccciiary, on account of what 
had paffed at C'opcnhagen- houfe, to pafs law to retrain 
public difcqjSJonV ai^d yet it appeared that no fuch doctrine 
was held as has beep rtated, nor could the offenfive hand bill 
be brought bonrie to that focicty. Would the people of Eng- 
land, he afleed;, ^t,amcly look on, and fee thi^ir liberties torn 
from them upoft fuch a {hallow pretence ? The fpirits of 
i;ngliihmen wwe ntft, he hpped, fo far extinguifned ; the 
people of England qofhing objedionabje ivad 

palled at Copen hagen-hpu^'l'^' and they^ would reject the idea, 
that, bccaule a fingle- YoJiWy hand bill had been circulated, 
which had no coniieOTpa with the Society,' therefore, with one 
fwee-p of authority,^ thefwhol*^ nberties of tb^‘. people of Eng- 
land are to be obliterarsd ! Mr. Grey animilyerted on the 
pamphlet of Mr, Rc|pves, and obferved, that, in teeter times, 
his Majefty’s Attorney General would have inftituted a profe- 
cution againit fuch 4 tib'^kr of the conltitutipii on his ow^n 
accord- 8p. far. from credit to the CXiftence of the 

treafons.lre|iiii^ verily believed that no other treafon was 
hatched/ but What proceeded from his Majefty’s Cabmet, It 

3 H * had 
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had been afTerted in another place, that the people ha^ ao^* 
thing to do with the laws but to obey them. To ufe the 
' words of an honourable gentleman,; Virhen hd heard fiich doc- 
trine, and faw fuch pra£lices immediately follov^ that doftrine, 
what 'was he to fuppofc, but thiit a fyftem of terror was to be 
attempted to be introduced in this country, and that a con- 
Ipiracy againft the liberties of the people actually exilted ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fai4» the houfe had 
infenfibly got into a w'arm debate before the order of the 
day had been read, and confequently bejfot^ the real bufi- 
fieft of the day was fairly under their confi^i^ktion ; he com- 
jpk|ned of the protfadtion which the ipfipoitant bufinefs of 
theday was likely to experience from the irregular debate that 
had drifen. It w^s in unneip^flary to enter into the 

mesritsof the bue^jjbrii .%^t time^ ihe^fore referve 

himfdf untiji the a C^ln^ttee. Moft of the 

arguments the meafiirfesi '^c thought, applied 

the other way,* cogent reafdhk for adopting them, 
hoiyever unnece%f||jf they had been brought forward in that 
Vftageof the bufinew..; But what purpofe could be anfwercd 
‘ by this irregular he was at a lofs to imagine, ex- 

cept* that of v delaying the buftnefs fot a day. 

Mjr. he confidercd the converfation to be perfedly 

in order. larg;e body of the people of. England had bjrcii 
accufed of difloyalty and fedition, and the proofs, which were 
necelTary to conBrm the allegations, had been icfolutcly 
denied. No aUempt, therefor^ t^|.cauld be made to free 
them from fufpicipn* and to cpiifoti^lp«|li!^Siom which had 
been thrown upon their chars^ets by a a former 
nigbt, could, in juftiqc be dcwied diibrS^fy br ^regular, 
lie concurred completely ^ ywth his b^^>urable tiicnd 
(Mr.' Sturt) refpe£lin^ .%e hand-bill ihaf Sad been fo much 
' talked of refpefling Excepting the title, the 

contents of the paper. for notice ; and 
he.fubmittcd it to thj^:’Cpnfi4ewi|^*pf houfe, whether it 
was fair to applY the matter of which 

was too inngm|cant to be regi^jpid ip any other light than as 
confurntpateTj^^^htcmptible, of a^^d-bill^ the real origin of 
which it wakimpolSble to afeertaip^ |0 the whole proceedings 
of any fociety, who never appfearcCpy ariy one public a<3: 
avowed by them) to have ufed or pouptepanced a finglc 
word which the hand-bill ;contaiA<S^^‘ ‘Norj:pra|S^ this the only 
point of view, Mr. pojK faid, in which it pppldhe proved that 
the difeuifion was in prden Bills into 

.. - r;. - ' ' ' 'pamament. 
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parliament^ apparently founded on the abufes pra£tifcd by 
certain iocieties, proceedings of which had been ad- 
verted in debate; it, j^a$" tlierefore ftri£Hy regular to ac- 
company a petition nopi thefe focieties with an open and 
candid explanation of their principles and views ; it was 
ftri£tly regular to enquire into -the fails upon which the 
meafures propofed were faid to reft ; and , to invefti- 
gate the 'grounds of the defpotic plan which minifters bad 
formed of reducing tlie people under a yoke, which neither 
they nor their fathers had been accuftomed to beari' hor.^ere 
willing to fubnik to- With refpeflrto what had been urged , 
on the impropriety of delaying the .progrefs of the Bill, in^bis 
opinion, the hoiife would da ^ential fervice to thenifejv.es . 
and their conftituents, if theyAfcpiy^' but retard the pa.fling of 
the Bills for a fingleday^ It faid, that gentlemen on 

the fide of the ^ felt ftrong upon the :-, 

occafion, and thj^| t^ were bringing oO the de- 

bate before it cbiild regularly placed , owned, that* 
he had no fmall fatisfa^ion in the cdiftGlqtithefs that they did 
not feel weak, and that their opinionipo^lled every fanftion 
w'hich the loud and unanimous, yoilpe^ of ther people could 
confer. All he w,iflied was, tbit' ibinijfleij.^would aBiie'b^ '' 
their declaration, and that they would cohribui? ]c>bftibately i^ 
prefs the Bills upon the houfe, after they^jW^^lflount^ to tfe* ' 
generally unpopular. ' ' ' 

Mr, ^rrice Robinfon decidedly of opinion, that the " 
Bills -ought not to be hurried thjJough the houfe^ but that 
time fhould^ bjc fdr afccrt^temg the feiuitncnt^ apd 

that^U^de^ftaiiding Cirizen Lee to 
publiftier pr vender o^f vt^rtain inflammatory* papers, 
trafts of W^th had be<Jjh”l^4 tb the lioiife on a forftier nighty 
he was led to conclude Lee was the printer to ‘ 

the London CorrefpbtndjiSg' He 'therefore from foeb 
premifes inferred* originated iit ' 

Xhe London 

General Tar m Jiraife the iiigemiity of 
Mr. Powys, in dr|Vl(kig'fut^ fuch premifes^ 

JJecaufe Citizen the fpeetgft ^of Mr. Thelwall, , 

no reafon could, in hii opinion, be drawn'to prove the con* 
ncclion qf Citizen Liee, with tlie Loiylou Corrcfpondihg So^ 
cicty. Tbe kkhtt;|Ionourablc Gentleman oppofite to him 
might juft as well olKhti^nd, that becaufe his fppcch might ap- 
of the public prints the nexx moriung, ho was* 

, . ia; 
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in fcrtic ilei^rce, r.nfecrable for all the fentiments il^btch tliofe 
pnjit'i cd:j .in'. 

i\ir. rofe in order lo pW!« |he abfurditf of Mr. 

Pow’y>''» ar^uinc'nJ:. 7 'htl wail's fpaccb, it feen-jed^ wa,s fold 
by Citizer: Lee*. ibc honourable gciitlcin.:ri'«i 

ipercb he pr'iritcd 'n the Xrue Er^tan did it foJk)',v 

froiTi ther^ce that tht iter of the "i'ruc Briton \va> h\^ 
printer? With rtfpec the hund-bn! in qneflion, 
*^}^hig*4:PAtngy‘ Mi .’oijrrrnay ind, he Was ler- 

dial . it had be written and circulated by. :nc oi 
the iAW' reporters or government, m:ionier fix a 

Sigma on the chansdersdf thoil- v/hoiv proqfeidings tluy were 
apppinted lo watch. His c^victuon on that point, he dc- 
Ifvas ftrengthened,,fey:jt|c circumifnnces attending tha 
jrrp-g«n flou A expd^ from the Condh 

ilifimpj^iy. I'hiijMpgradstion he con- 

' tb\4^^ c^rpor- 

'tunitj of 'reve^ifig <'it. In order to this, he * gave 

inforth,3tioo to Council o( i.' j>k>t which had been 

fc^picd to aflalBna^ jhisiMajeft^ naming, at the fame time, 
airfewi:c(p^taye ^atEerneeJ in the ircafbn, and, by way 

. pf evidence, pypjjtpceS a dlfisrwing of an air-gun. Upon that in- 
'fbrm|UPO taken into cufjrqdy^ and confined in pribnt 

any plaufible reafon being aiiigncd 
for jRich a vibkfnfprdfceeding. Mr. Parkinfon, a medical gen- 
•tfcmaif of high itcfpciihibility, had fpoken to the gc.nera) ^ood 
cbaiai^cr of one of the fufpcctcd delinquents ^ but his inter- 
ference proved of no benefit m ebaratiiers, or 

wiclioruting tlieir fituations. Tb^indiv^balvih qiM^i en- 
treated being brought to trial, fetfl his <5nemtltB cout® fiice 
4iim ..before .an JEngiifh jury, *^ . He, d^nanJeJ Ms feleaf, hut 
. bis deipahd was refufed ; and h<^ yras dcfircJ to (upplicate, as 
z fav“pur, what he could not right; Mr. Cour- 

'teniy &id 9 the /.ords of thOv^^WjUjSju^ nrver grant juftice 
b»t as a' favour. This plot a topick for tii^ 

minifterial newspapers upon, and 

was mdtffiriouijy ipr,Cad by Newfoundland. 

All the time they.Hi^e in confinement," iiaragraphs appeared 
in the True Bntdfiii the Suh, the Times, and even in the 
Gazette, in order to prejudice the country againft thofe who 
had been falfeiy calumhiated ; and in order, to iti^iCnce the 

<'.V, '"',*)■* 

* ThiSi tn thtf Rfpdrtcr’? knmvlc^ is a miftake, a g ntle^iMIfl of CtftiJt 
, »n«i cbar<t<flcr ^utienittl'y hcar4,;bf 4hc, jrior, an;i as ^‘very^, ' 

to have <1 oac, whai he had neaii'i^‘'tO 

jnent* 

inind$. 
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m^ids of aBritifii jury, to give an unjuft fcntencc, founded 
upon a perverfion of the laws* Mr. Courtenay dteinred, he 
was no apologift of thefe focietics ; he never attended thesu, 
nor bore any part in their councils* con(c.'<picnrIy he kr.ewr 
not whether they had been guilty o Aufes or not. If they 
had committed any irrcgubriti(.s, theexi'"* j laws, he was 
fatisfied, were fufficieiit to punifli ? e:n. In a letter written 
by Smith to the Privy Coimcil, fie i 'ontioned the relief which 
he had received from the Ixw)on ConTTponding Society ^ 
;ind he fhould not hai^e been furpriil j, by a mode of reafon- 
mg analogous tO; that which hiul been adopted that .evening, 
that, if theie men had been found guilty^ from the fiitijae 
ci rc u m ftance pf Smith’s receiving a pecuniary aftiftance fcoha; 
die Correfponding Society, his would hdive bccn chargedi 

upon that body. At Jeaft it wo^/not hayc been more ab- 
furJ and unjuft ttah.to'impbcat^'iliat Society in aU; 
ditious libels which Itac! been {Subltjpied by Citizen. Lee. If 
there were any who * doubted the fuffieieiicy of tlae;.\exifttng 
laws, he called upon them to reflefi oh fortune of a 

pior bookfellcr, w'ho had been confignc^ tlp^|feveral years 
prifbnmcnr, for felling a pamphlet , Sf' t^c coatiT'tfs of which 
he WMS wholly ignorant, a feveriiy which he thought 
have fatibfied the cold blooded .malignity of nxini^rs tbehil'** 

icl Vi CS. jj, i 

BREAC H OP rRlVlLECf, 

Mr. Sturf moved, That the houfe do order the Attorney 
f ( cner.il to piofccutc the author of Thoughts on the Englilh 
^lovernmcnc.^^' > ’ " , 

The Speaker iaid that the motion could not be made in that 
form. ITlie honourable member fhould firft make his com- 
plaint, and then move that the paflage he complained pf be 
read by the Cl^k. 

General ' Machoil moveid Aatt.Ihe whole of the pamphlet 
ihould be read, as there Wr^fman^'other libellous paflages. 

The Chancellor o/.the'-'fi'^fhffuer' faid, he would noc enter 
into the difeuffion of tbc^mcrits-or ; demcr^ the pamphlet 
alluded to, but he calkd • ujk>l| the boufe to decide, whether 
they ought to facrifice.tiie important’ fubj^^^ difeuflion exi- 
pedted to occupy the atti^ickm of the houfe'a great part of the 
evening, to^an pbjeft of . an iiiferior mpipent, which had ac- 
cidentally ptc;\iiired. He moved for th^ CJrder of the Day. ' 

Mr. Buxtm fdid, ho^,wiftied that a profecution might be 
entered into againft the'^author of the pamphlet m^ueftjon; 
but,, fame time, he would vote tor the Or^et of the 

Dayi-ii^ or^er tliat the Bill, which was me regular fubjedt 
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for debate that day, and was fufEctently important to engage 
and occupy their whojc attention might be gone through. 

Mr. Jekyll faid, when he recolle^ed the unexampled rapi- 
dity with which two Bills, which aimed at the fubverfion of 
the liberties of the country, had been hurried through parlia- 
ment, he was not furprlied at any mode of expediting ihelr 
progrefs, which the miniiler, in the warmth of his zeal, might 
prels upon a Houfe of Commons, whom he always found ob- 
fequious:t6 his wiflies. He put it, however, to the conic i- 
enoe’s of Ih^bers, whether a meafurc, which ftriick at the 
irery /alyfttion of the liberty of the people, was to receive tlicir 
- finid'^attction, before their conllituents had font them the iii- 
tijdta&ons of which they ought to be in pofTeffion in their deli-* 
beratiqns upon a mattbr of utnioll: moment. He appeal* 
' cd to the fenfe which reprefenutives of the Commons 
/of "Britain cntertin<;d , of their dignity, if they 

woiiifd tanfiiiely and confHtutional neceHity of 

their cxiftenec' to he called in queftion. He faid he took cre- 
dit to himfelf-fbr haying been the firft to expofe the pamphlet 
public eenfurjt, or rather, he might have faid, to public ex- 
a0d;he ajfkfid IF, in other times, indeed if in any 
ttpies but the prefent, a^ perfon could be fbeltered under the 
ai^pices ofgot^ernm'ent, from the confequences of fuch an at- 
^k upoiit tWo^dnftituent branches of the Icgiflature 5 or whe- 
ther his being a hireling of adminillration would fkreen him 
from the puniftment of a libeller of a Britifti Houfe of Com-* 
mohsl Except he was protected by power and influence, he 
was perfuaded that he would find no afyluni in the juftice of 
the country. He doubted not there were ftill enough of ho- 
nour and independence ii>a BritiOi jury, and virtue fufficient 
in JEnglilh judges, to bring the author to condign punifiimcnt- 
The ^tfeftionwas not, whether the Houfe of Commons ought 
to be calumniated, it went further, and was whether it ought 
to be lopped off as an excTefcen^; He fpoke^on the ground 
of privilege and therefore the,q%ieftion which he fpokc to w^as 
entitled to the priority of.eS^.efy other decifion. He appealed 
to thehigheft authority of (the chair) whether he 
was hot right, an4; whether the had been read was 

not a breach of pHvilefl^ ? He theirmre hoped that the Houfe 
would come to a dcj^on of fo momentous and c,ppftitutional 
ft point *, and if, bj^,iwkh difeuffion, he jQK>di4'4^ fucccfsful 
enough to retard. the'progrefs efthe Bjjls, he^wld confider it 
asa moft fortunate occurrence. He K^ped thaifhe petitions of 
the Commons of Britain would copie J^tmdering at 

their door^^nd force from the hapds pf a deif- 

perate 
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peratc adminiftration, the dagger they had raifed in ordor to 
plunge it into the vitals of the liberties oi England, and that 
the Houfe , would never forget the criminal intentions of tlic 
alla/Iin who had meditated the ftroke. 

The Speaker laid, it was the cftablilhed praeSlice of that 
Houfe to give a preference, to all queltions of privilege. 'J'he 
queftion then was, whether this was a breach of privilege ? if 
it was, another queftion arofe, viz. whether it was of a na- 
ture to juftify the Houfe in difeufling it before any other bufi- 
nefsi Thefe queftions were for the decifion of the Houfe. 

Mr, Burdon faid, he cquld not pretend to pofTefs enough 
knowledge of the fubje 6 t of privilege to be able to fpeak to that 
queftion. He allowed the importance of the matter in debate ; 
when however he recolledled the ahiciety of the public mind to 
know the precife nature of the Bills pending in parliament, he 
was extremely dcfirous that the Houfe Ihould go into a com- 
mittee on one of them that night. 

Mr. Erjkhie laid, that having the higbeft of all authorities, 
that of the Spe aker, to confi 4 er the prefent a« aTubj^ft of great 
importance, he Iheuld decline entering upon any collateral 
matter in aniwer to what had been advanced^on the relative 
importance of the order of the day. He was extremely forry * 
that tlic rules of tne Houfe did not entitle them to alk the opi- 
nion of the Speaker on another point, viz. whether it was a 
queftion of privilege or not ? This being the cafe, however, 
all tiiat was left him was to take the opinion of the Houfe. 
'I'aking it for granted that the paflage quoted from Mr. Reeves’s 
pamphlet, was a libel, it muft, he (aid, be either confidered as a 
queftion of privilege, or not. If it was not a matter of pri- 
vilege, it was prdudging the cafe to direct the King’s Attor- 
ney Genet al to nlc an information agaiiift the prefumed libel- 
ler- If it was a libel, (and if it was not, he knew not whdt 
was, for not only the Ooniiitution, but the very exiftcnice of 
the Houfe of Commons, reprefented, as a matter of little 
or no *^coiicei n,) the only point IX) be fettled was, whether a 
l^)el upon the Houfe of Commons was, or was not, a queftion 
^ of privilege. He woulcl adduce a precedent :in the cafe of the 
King againft Stockdale,"W,ho refle£ted on the coiidudt of that 
Houfe rcfpeiling Mr, Haftings, upon tyiEiat authority did the 
Houfe order^f lJie .Attorney General to an information 
againft him ? S)I^that ca(% the Hoyfe immediately voted that 
the libeller be pfOvrcuted jfti the King’s Bench, on a breach of 
privilege ; if a perfon fay, that, if the Lords and Commons be 
lopped off, from the Conftitution, was it a lefs breach of privi- 
lege ? Mr. lufkine faid, he would make no motion that the 
I. 1795* 3 I Houfe 
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Houfc follow the preicedrnt he had quoted ; but the Speaker 
bad dillindly faiJ, that if it amounted to a breach of privilege, 
itou dii to have the piecedency of any other inquiry. Should 
this obferviitioii of llie Sptzakcr’s be right, of which he enter- 
tained no doubt, would gentlemen, at a time they wore paifing 
laws againft unproved feditions and luppoiltious treafons, for- 
bear enquiry whether the maintaining that tvvo branches tifthe 
Icgiflature were equivalent to no‘hing, was punilbablc ? Would 
the hOuie (hew a total infenfibdity to the public mind, at pre- 
fent roufed, initaled, and anxious at finding their liberties be- 
ing aua»^kcd by the Bills pending in parliament ? If they 
paflbd inch a libel unnoticed,. fiich treafon againft the confti-t 
tution^tbey w^ould oblige the people to. doubt whether or not 
they had any liberty. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer had, he obferved, prcflld the 
importance of the Bills, as if the people of England were more 
anxious to have their liberties taken away, than to preforve the 
cxiftence of that invaluable right, the right of rvprerentatioAi ; u 
poiition which the Right Hon. Gentleman might endeavour to 
]>alin upon the Houfc, but it would require much more mge- 
ntrity of argument than he could command, to render it cre- 
dible. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa Id, he did jiot mean to 
argue upon any ot the fentiments contained in the pamphlet. 
A motion had been made to direct the Attorney Geneial to 
profecujte the author j v^hich he thought irregular and infor- 
mal, the Houfc of Commons being vclted with the power of 
vjndicatin;*; their own rights, and punithing the viijiatioii of 
their privileges. He wifhed therefore to pafs to the order of 
the day. 

Mr. Ch/irL's TVyndhon'gmt it ferioufiy to gentlemen, whe- 
ther pr not tiVy woo!;! pills to the o: ier of the (hiy, when 
fuch a ton.pl^iiiit was ftated to them? His own opinion was 
that tiu v oiignt to vote, that the order of tlic day hr poft])oncd, 
aiid the j\ifr.j}.h]jt taken into immediate coiiiiderarion. 

' Ml'. laid^, ihe Hort. Gpiitleman had in ibnie meafure 
ituiiicipaicd what fie. going lo fay in lt.*ting his fenfe ot a 
libel did not fcllow^ias fie aftiinved, that the wdioie mumc 
of ihc c.dc was charig^*Bccaufc another gentJeji’un had faid, 
he ^avv, irie cafe in J.'imffe rent 'light. In the dale, 
as ftated ‘oy hi'. lear'ij(i^'friei?d, the m^ucr vvas-j mM j|H)n it-, nght 
foundaiion. How triily had it bcerfVaid, fr^-’rhen fcit ten- 
derly iui fide of peifoual intcrelis, but ciiiler^ntly on that 
Oij lift ice.* France emerged from a ft.*te of llavefy, and fhook 
tifi'thc chalfei of her tyrants^ a general flame throug^ut Eu- 

rope 
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rope was the confequence ; an armament was ordered ; war 
was declared ; millions of treafure had been expended, and 
thoirfands of lives had bcoi facflficed. Poland was robbed of 
her liberties by the lawlefsgrafp of overgrown ambition. In 
one fpeech of the miniflcr, he lamented over the fccne of op- 
preflion, and Ihortly after, a treaty was figned to guarantee 
the robbery. The Correfponding Societies came forward 
with fpirit in the caufe of parliamentary reform, arid a few pal- 
try libels were publi/hed ; the habeas ccrpKS aif was fufpend- 
ed ; indiflments for high treaions W'cre drawn and prefented to 
grand juries v new treafons were cna61:ct!, and the bill of right* 
was rcjicakd; a more atrocious libel than any that^had 
been publifliedhad appeared fmm the pen of a ininifterial hire- 
ling againft the Houle of Commons, and the motion which wa^ 
made is the order of the day. Good Good, Sir ! if the boufe 
pallcs to- the order of the, day, faid Mr. Fox, "what idea will the 
people have of us as friends to the conlHtution and lovers oL 
impartijiiiry ? How different, faid he, are the errors on the fide 
of iibeity, and the errors on the fide of defpotifml Though he 
was ruii by any means inclined to recommend profccutioiis 
for opinion, ycr, in the prefenjt inffance, he called upon the 
hoiife to come forward in vindication ol their privilege* theJr 
dignity, and fheir exiftence. 

Mr. Serjeant faid, that, although the prefent difeuffion 
was rather untimely, he^could not vote for the order of 
the day, when a fubjeft came before the houfe which ho one 
could doubt was a bleach of privilege and that, a breaOli 
of privilege of the grpfleft nature. He prorefled him- 
felf to be a total ftranger to the pamphlet, and its author ; he 
could not however tamely hear it aliened, that the Houfe of 
Commons could be lopped offi s|hd that government might go 
on with its wonted vigour. So different was his opinion, that he 
was convinced the monareby of the country could not go on 
an hour without the Houfe of Commons, without thcexiffence 
» and practical exercife of thofe dodtrines which placed the mo- 
narch of the country on the throne. I'he publication in quef- 
tion, was, he faid, clearly a breach of privilege ; and the beft 
way of coming to the order of tfie dajr, would be to h^ve the 
pamphlet firft read, that the houfe might determine upon it. 

I'hc of the Exchequer could be no doubt 

of the ordi^"4f^e d‘ay^ When a bfeaem of privilege was com* 
plained of; ttie honourable mover of the queftion Ihould thcre- 
Ibre have ftated the paflage in the regular formof acbmplaintto 
the houfe) and had the words taken down; his complaining of the 
Attorney General not having prgfecutcd the book, w'as, in a 

3 1 a manner 
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manner, giving up his claim upon the houfe ^to take notk;e 
of it. 

Mr. Sheridan faid it was eafy to get rid of the dilemma 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman had made out* In order 
therefore to remove the pundlilio devifed by the political fpe- 
cial pleader, he would comply with the forms of the 
houfe, and move that the particular pafiage be taken down : 
which being done, he replied to the-obfervation of Mr, Scr* 
jeant Adair, and urged the propriety of an immediate difeuffion* 
He quoted another fentenceor two from the pamphlet, and 
faid he would not advert to the outrage which the pallage alfo 
remedied againft the lords, but leave them to aflert their own 
dignity, nor would be irifult the feelings or the underftanding 
by enlarging upon the atrocity of the outrage, as if any thing 
were necelTary to carry to their mind a proper feiife of its mag- 
nitude. 

Mr* Serjeant Adair in explanation, declared that it would, 
in his opinion, have been a more timely feafon to have brought 
the prefent bufinefs forward, when it had been firft noticed. 

Mr. M. Robinfon(2\^y thatthcdofignsofniinifters were no* 
torious ; they profecutcc! with feverity all who wifticd to re- 
form the abufcs of government ; but the advocates of defpotifm 
were their own friends, and hence they would let them go un- 
. punilhed; The Right Hon. Gentleman had endeavoured to 
overthrow the conllitution, but his aim had been dfrfeated. 

The Attorney GeneraMzxA^ he was happy that the debate had 
taken fuch a turn, becaule it went to fupport the honour and 
dignity of the houfe. Befpre he could decide upon the paflage 
in queftion, he ihould think it became him, as a jury would 
do, to read the whole book, in order to fee whether the con- 
text qualified the argument complained of as a breach of pri- 
vilege. Suiely, from a fingic pafiage, the honourable Mem- 
ber had not a fufiicient claim on the houfe to deem it a breach 
of privilege. In his opinion the whole book ought to be read 
before the houfe could decide that point. 

Tha Secretary at War faid, tto purpofc for which the prefent 
fubjed had been introduced gentlemen on the other fide t>f 
the Houfe was extr^ely obvious, nor would he have rifeii to 
favour in the ieaft de|p^e^ their views of trerpajfinR upon and 
occupying the tim^ .vvfiiiqh fhould have been ^ more 

importani difeufBon, ' it not been to prev^e^J^ conalufion 
which lilcncc might have ferved to corroborate, tliat he agreed 
with gentleniBiaon his fide of the houfe as to tte libellous na- 
ture of the paffages. He was not yet prepared to give any 
opiiiiW upon that point j he did not, however think the chA- 

rafter 



NoY.'ftsO WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 4x9 

ra£ter of it a juft one. As far as he was then prepared to 
decide on it, it might be pcrfeaiy innbeent. It was, he 
thought, merely fpeaking to a fa<ft about which antiquarians 
might difpute, via;, whether the Monarchy was antecedent to 
the other parts of the Conftitution; and might poffibly furvivc 
or fubfift without them? It wasfuch an opinion as any hifto* 
rian might, he conceived, give of any form of polity : poffi- 
bly it was wrong; he imagined, that there was not in the 
context anything to juftify gentlemen in fo feverely attacking 
it. If it were tried before that tribunal which gendeirtcn fen- 
tenced it to, he did not think though there was no ground to 
conclude that Mr. Reeves was the author, there was fufficient 
to condemn it. Of the perfon who was faid to be the author, 
very indecent language had been ufed; the gentlemen who fo 
traduced his character had doubtlcfs good reafon for their con- 
dud: the author had incurred their difpleafure in proportion 
as he had gained the good will of the country. He hoped 
neither the houfe nor the country would forget his exertions 
in the year 179c?., in which he was followed by the^whole Ra- 
tion. If they forgot thofe laudable exertions, they were un- 
grateful. Mr. Reeves was a man holding an honourable place 
under Government, and receiving the rewards of honourable 
I’ervicfcs : His coridud in general was approved by the greater, . 
and, he was fure, the better part of the nation. But the. 
condud of Oppofition bad expofed them to the imputation of , 
being too deeply involved in the machinatiqns which the adi- . 
vity of Mr. Reeves had laboured to deftroy ; and why was he 
on this account to be debarred from ipeaking his fentiments, or 
from contributing to defend the Conftituiion? [Here he was 
called to Order by A/r. C. WynihamJ\ 

The Spc'ahr laid, that if any thing was miftated ^ the 
Honourable Gentleman, he might be correded when be mould 
fit down. 

The Secretary atjf^ar contlnuedn Gentlemen oppoftte to 
Jiim charged his Majefty’s Minifters with being flow in calU 
mg libellers to juftice ; they argued as if the Conftitution was 
overturned by a iingle libel, when they bad no fuch appre-* 
henfions on account of the fwarms of UIHs which had been 
taken notice of by the Houfe; hbela which never could be 
con trad ided«^^iDid they fed no apprehenfion from all the 
Libels of theip^ieties, though their proFcffed objed was the. 
ruin of the CdhftvtutionT Thcfe were the errors of liberty, 
to be fure. But though their avowed intention was the Tub- 
verfion of all order and government, there wore none of thcfe 
alarms felt by gentlemen oppofue to him. Except the finglc 
libel of Paine, which every one felt at his own door, there 

was 
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was not %ne acknowledged by chc.Oppc^tion to be unconfti- 
tutional. Gentlemen were Aire tWt* Lords and Commons 
were arraigned in the publication alluded to, though they ne- 
ycr before evinced the fmalleifl fenfibility about all the ca\umny 
. which the Societies threw u[>on Parliament. Even in the 
fpeeches of many of the Honourable Gentlemen oppoCtc to 
him, he and his friends had been diftin£Hy arraigned ; he wiihed 
the country to judge, whether there was more defpotifm in 
the Mini ftry, or anarchy in the OppoAtipn. He knew the 
purpoie of their feverity and tho abule of Mr. Reeves- The 
country, hefaid, would judge whether the danger of defpot- 
jfni, or the danger of anarchy, were moft to be-appiehended. 
The people would decide upon the condu£l of what an Ho- 
tiOjufable gentleman (ii^r. Courtenay) had formerly called a 
defptcable, wicked, and deteftable AdminiAration, and the 
views of a daring arid defperatc Oppoiition, who, to conceal 
their own crimes^ would introduce the anarchy of France and 
all its horrors. He knew well their motive for traducing Mr. 
Rpeves, and other active Magiftrares, and efpecially thofc of 
Weftminfter, in^^ny of whom were men of great rcfpeclabi- 
lity. Their defigns and aims were clearly developed, and 
tbeir zeal after their former fupinenefs well undeiftood. The 
Secretary at War concluded with faying, if the charge 
amounted to a breach of Privilege, it might be tried: but as 
far as he could judge, the fentimeiit was innocent, and by no 
me^ns juftiAcd the commentaries bellowed upon it, 

Ge^dtral Smith laid he believed the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman was the only man in the Houfe who would venture to 
declare thofe unconAitutional opinions, fentiments fo deroga- 
tory to the Conftitution and the privileges of that houfe. He 
hap heard the Right Honourable Gentleman on other occaAons, 
wh^ the Liberties of his Country hung on his tongue wich 
honied eloquence; when he heard him maintain the utter ful)- 
,vcrfion of it, the complete overthrow of all his former uphold- 
jugs, in Aich ftrong ianguagp.dshe had then held, he coul^d 
Wt help exclaiming— 

** not laugh ff fucb a man ih< re be; 

not wtep if Anxzui were he? 

He mart lament tbit the rijgbt honouTabl<^j|cniIeman was 
fo changed and altered from himfelf. Would any man then, 
who conAdered how jealous the Hoilfc of Commons were of 
then privileges, fet one moment quiet, and hear fuchdo£trincs 
fu^ported ? lie found in the entry of the Itanding orders of the 
houfe,, on iheir journal?, a complaint agaiaA the Honourable 

* Alexander 



Nov. 13.] WOODF ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 431 

Alexander Murray, for a libel againft the Houfe of Commons 
in the year 17713 in a pamphlet publiflied by him, called 
‘‘ An Appeal to the People of Great Britain;” the confe- 
quence of which was, an Addrefs to his Majcfty, that he 
would give directions that his Attorney General ftiould profe- 
cute the authors, printers, or publifliers of ir. Why had not 
Adminiftration followed the precedent in the prefent inlfance 
agreeable to the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sturt’s) rhotion^ 
inftead of pretending that other important bufinefs claimetyiic 
firft attention of the Houfe: I'he peaceable demcanoiiP%f 
all ranks of people, in allbciations the moft numerous, m 
every refpeCt, that had ever been known in the country, the 
General fald, was a complete proof that the Bills were not of 
the importance pretended., 

Air. Hardingc faid, that he was attached politically and per- 
fonally to the right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Windham) 
but that he could not help exprclfing aftoniftment and con- 
cern at his opinion, that fucli a pafiage as that before them 
infulatcd as it ftood, and upon the firft blufii of it, even was in- 
nocent ; no regard for him (and there was not one of his ntt- 
meioiis frieraJs who could more ingenuoufly revere h!th)‘cOuid 
in.duce i/uri to be filent after fuch an opinion had been delivered^ 
or to fupprefs the feelings of his mind upon the'fubjc£l. He 
thouglit n as grofs a libel upon the Commons of i^ngland as 
could be imagif^ed ; and though he was clearly of opinion^ 
tipon g 7 !:> 7 \d principles^ he read the whole work before he con- 
demned the writer. He v/ould make no fcruple to fay, that 
he thought no context would or could expUin away the' guilt 
of tnofe words. 

He Ihid it was true that a jury would not even determine 
the jenfe of pariicular v.^ords without reference to the whole 
of ihc paper, and he hoped juries vvf)uld never give up. the 
ri .he of examining tlx* feditious tendency of that which an 
indu^hiient 'hoiihi c-dl a fed itious libel. 

He was clearly of opinion that a libel upon the Houfe of 
^^^onunems waf a cafe of privilege, and fhouglit it ftrange it 
Ihould be uccdlary even to aflert it; but be Ihould certainly 
dild.iin to argue it. 

He added tiiat another topic had excited his concern, and 
that as a Member of Parli iment lie wodld-cvcr proteft againft: 
it. He mcan^'what he bad in the cafe if Mr, idaftings called 
a jdi-rjpf thad!s to fay, a-gcrvral panegyrick upon the indi- 
vidual whofe coiiduS was accufed, w’nen it was only upon that 
con<ludi', as it liood hj itfelf, that a judgement of the Houfe 
could be given with dignity, public fpirir, oreffc£l. 
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R^r. Grey faid, he was not much furprifcd at the doflrine 
which he had heard delivered by the Honourable Gentleman 
who had juft fat down j the condudl and principles which the 
Honourable Gejitlcmiui had lately adopted, had led him to 
confider the progrefs of his apoftac}\ which muft hold him up, 
if not to the aftonKhmenr, at le^ft to thb reprobation of his 
friends } that progrefs was leading the counfels of the nation 
to io perilous a crifts, that be could not think of it without 
hompr. What could not be expected, when th® groffeft and 
mo^^agrant treafon to the conftitution was not only allerted 
that it ought not to be puntihed, but was rewarded with the 
. approbation of his Majefty^s minifters? The treafon againft 
the Hoiife of Commons, of thfe other branch of the conftitu- 
tion, might’ go unheedcdiand unchecked, (nay that damnable 
and deteftable dodrine contained in the pamphlet was fup- 
ported,} whilft the leaft glance at kingly power, or its inva- 
iion, was punifhed with rigoUr. 

The Honourable Gentleman had complained of the inde- 
cency of attacking abfent charadiers. For his part, Mr. 
Grey faid, he was not at all fwayed by perfonal conliclerations 
reipedMng the author, or rather the gentleman to whom it 
was imputed j 1 confine myfcif to the damnable and abomina- 
ble do(Srinc,fayshe, which has been maintained. This tender- 
inefs for abfent charat'trrs with the Honourable Gentleman 
was but a novelty. Had it been Thelwall, or a gentleman 
whofc name had been bandied fo much about oi late. Citizen 
Lee, who was abufed on the authority of feraps of p*iper, 
which they could as little prove to be true as they would al- 
low to be^ in veftj gated, the idea of indecency would never 
have occurred to ;|he Honourable Gencleman^s mind ; and, 
diftorted as hqs imagination dien was, he faw nothing unman- 
ly, nothing unfair in what had been faid ngainft Mr. Reeves. 
Often bad the Honourable Secretary at War, who was be- 
come the advocate of the prefefit delinquent, liftened with 
estftacy for whole nights together' to the detail of pretended 
confpiracies, glutting with a kind of rancorous joy upon the 
mifer^kble catalogue made up of fhreds and patches. 'Fhe 
Honourable Gentleman confidered the cxtradl alluded to, as ‘ 
a fact for the conltderation of antiquarians j that is to fay, 
whether monarchy was the ftock, and the lords and commons 
but the branches, which, might be lopped ofF. If this was 

K t a grofs libel againft the privileges of the houfe, he knew 
It what 'might be fo confidered. The author of this libel, 
biad be, €1^ contended by the Honourable Gentleman, was 
entidy^^^tapdour and to indulgence. JLc was merely a fact 
^ ' for 
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for the (jifpur-ation of antiquari Had Citizen how- 

ever, dated (by the way with much greater confiftency to the 
principles of t!>e conRi^utIon) that democracy was the* trunlc, 
and that monarchy was a bianch which adorned ii, but did 
not maintain the dock, would not the circumftance ha\c 
cx 'ited all lh.3t warnith of riptiucDce which Co much difiin* 
guiflicd the HonoiJiMhlc Gciitlcnian, and callc’d fprth,that 
torrent of abufe p( French politics and Jacobin projefls j and 
had the words lop been employed, it would have inftaiitly 
afibciated all the Idea?., and produced tiuife ds.*>fcriptior>s whichk 
the f^Ionourabie GentiertilnV. warmtij of faicy conjured up in 
fucli flowcoy and glowing caloun^Sj^^,^ antiquarian or hiRo- 
rian, the Honourable Gcnt)cmah-h ^3 Taidj might be ejcceed- 
inydy (loubtRii wr.cther tile lords and commons bad not been 
mcie branches from the fool o't monarchy. After fo’ ftf an ge 
and fo extraordinary' ]ann:unge all his doubts, at length yanifh, 
and he fpL.ik.^'' out: he thougiu proper,, in the firft inTtanceto 
aficrt, witPo'it qualification or exp] uiation, that the fentiment 
was 'jHJ feJtly iiiiiorcnt, and the palTage, as it ftood, without 
; i:y quail he ation from :hc c^mtext, wa« pcrfedfJv'innocent«3 
kt it then fore, fid Mr. (jrev, be examined.* [rfe tead the 
( :<c: ptionabU? pniHige as beijorc ffatcJ.j CJtwd God, faid 
jMr. Cyre). is me, lentinient innneen:?. Let it proceed: 

t!{ ' nioniuch aio('.e we unccafingly derive thepro- 
rK I’oii o ' i.^v/ and governm This is an exccllentfen- 

fi,v.c:.t, :5n ’ paiely innocent Xhc p impale (goes on to fey,, 
.Mid I'uch it is Wiftied they i^iauld continue by , nine tenths 
:l;c n.ition.” " , ■ 

Mr. G;oy laid, he hoped tha,Honoura^^jG^J^tIqtija*7 would 
h;; . c the courage to fuppoJCt ’ his opinion^^^.anclito defend the 
p.inq M jt in qucdi::n. The flight Honourable Gentleman 
h.id thoj rht piopcf to aferibe their hatred ;to Alh Ivceves to. 
ius conduct in i79>, and tQ.datc theif defire to run him down 
from tiuu p.oiodj far his ow'ii Mr. Grey faid^ he 

Vi'a> nr.iuy to oonle/s that .the coiiduct of that gentleman, in 
179?, did not much ixxommeqd him to his ggo^l opinion* , 
•and ihole pu Ions wlio ‘ l)iid,J)ecn mifiod^by Mr. Reeves,, a^nd;, 
induced to follow finiiiar conduct anil .adopt fimtlar opinjoi?s ^ 
with him, lamented ihgir acquivlccn-Qi:, t'.cy faw, at jlbis ‘ 
time, t'le mc..fures that were produced fi^-Cojafequencc. 

'l ife HopOurubJe Gentleman had triunjphautiy allied, why 
they did not prokcute '^he CorrefpondingdBocieiy, and puher 
feditious w : irers, veil this libeller of the Houfe of Com- 
mons the Iionouruble Gentleman might be anfwercyd, that 
to look to pamphlets was nut their genera] fyftem j their ob- 
jciSt was to look to government, to watgh their meafures with 
VoL. L 1795. 3 IC jealouly 
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jealoufy ^nd fufpicion ; but, on the other hand, when minifters 
were dealing out profecutions in the grofs, and in fome cafes 
ill etching the laws beyond thteir tb]rie» they had fuffered this 
daring breach of privilege and libe};<m the c6nftitution to gp 
without any punifliment whatfoevcf«5:^>^ lib^I top, which from 
Its tendency, was as much direi^ed againft the fafety of the 
monarch, as againft any other branch of the conftitution. 

’ Before he fat. down, he begged leave again to aflc the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, whether he would manfully 
and without cdnftruftion, relervation, amendment, 

or C][^alificacion, by reafopihg, and3y his vote, at another 
fuppbrt the’ opin ions . a^d fcntiflrcnis which he had main- 
tained that night? ^r.tJ34icy concluded' by djclaring Mr. 
Reeves’S pamphlet to Wa ijSbft dangerous libel, and a libel 
ffeditibufly:; and malignantly aimed at the fafety of the Mo- 
narch. ' , ’ 

Mr., Whdham deitr^ to bc.clearly underftood ; he had not 
intendcii to give ’a decided opinion ort" the fubje£l, but he 
belieyed, his declaratijOn had been^ that he was not prepared 
definitively to give am'^opinion upon the extrafl ; but as far 
, as his judgments wenl^ he thought one of the paflages felcdElcd 
and recited ta thc cou.rfe of the debate, only ftated an hiftori- 
cal fact, the lords and common? were branches 

from the other, what might poffibly be 

a faft, viz.; the monarchy could fubfilf without thefe 

branches.*^ 

The SolUisor he conceived that credit ought 

to be given tq the Honourable iQehtleqf^n v^o fubmitted the 
charge to add tl^t the hdlife ought to exercife 

found not the charge were 

juft. o ; Ifated that k amounted to a breach of 

privilege it ftruck.1^ tliatlrwas Incumbent on the houfe to 
have the, pamphfet rie^^^ He.^ho^ed, therefore, that the 
■ .jmPtipj;! would be withdraiiirrirfill that were done. 

Mr* l$ramUbig paffage a .grofs at- 

; t,ack pn Che privll^es of parliameilt^^^ he could not agiee 
that’ jfce^eqofiderftiidn of the futige^'oi^ to fuperfcde 

■- ' ,the;:j^P?r J>;uluiefs bdfere the boulk. ^ ’ 

Mr,# faitik be could not concearhis furprize after 

' what lie had former^, <^ard, in puLlib and private, from the 
Secretary ^ War,, til#' ^ble and eb^ fpe«kcr, that he 
; fhould tha± day avoWulSii^ the aflafSn of liberty, his avowal 
,^>wa$;nc|^%iiore^^4efe'tbap;tba extent. The Hon. Gen- 
fkmari S,ffe£ted ^ Yurprife that they fhould be roufed at this 
^ folifary inftance or aft attack upon the conftitution : was it a 
inftaijcci hadit come there a folitarjr iriftance, it bad 

found 
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found an auxiliary in the Houfe of Common?, and from one 
high in trilft and office. Was the inftance folirary, when two 
Bills had b.*en introduced, 4 he one making an intention an' 
overi-a£l of treafon, a?)d the other direflly fubverfive of the 
fifth article of the Bill 6f Rights ? Was it, he wodld aflc, 
a folitary inftance, when the Secretary at War had in the 
debate on the army eftiinates deliberately and unrefervedlyr 
afl’erted that a large body of cavalry were fit and neceifary to 
be maintained at-home, in addition to 3000 pr 5 ooO lately 
come from the continent, in order to force coercive meafures 
down the throats of the people? ^hen thefe polrtical chy- 
mifts were decompofin|: the elemeni^i'of fhe cortftitution, and 
ri/king a new and dreadiLl chaos? ’ 

Adr. Foic fiid, it gave him fome pain when any individual ^ 
was talked of with acrimony in thathatrfe, but he could hot 
avoid confeffing, that he could not applaud the conduft of* 
Adr. Reeves, or feel any great rcfpecl: for his charafiler. Sirtce 
he iiad ie(?n Mr. Thomas Law’s letter in the public papers, 
expofing the principj(ps of that fpclety of .which Air. Reeves 
was chairman, every feeling of delicacy or re(J)e<? towards 
him had left his rnindj anil he flt^ould deem himfelf imworthy 
of cftiination, as a jgeqtlcman, if he did not fpeak of him in 
terms of reprobauoh. Was Mr. Reeves’s parhp^leta folitary 
inftance ? Were none of Mr. Reeves’s, libels iri' circulation 
three years ago f (alluding to the publication regarding the 
Difl’enters, &c.) Were there no publication^ maintaining 
cl^'inc and hereditary right, anointed kings, and other doc-^ 
trines, as extraordinary ai> irreqoncileable tpjhc conffituiioii ? 
Away with fuch hood- winked^ Mr, 

Fox, to declare to the countfjr^ *^ 4 ' to all def- 

potic principles ha^e no footing 4mbng ugf. bhould ir be 
permitted to go out to the wprld, t^t pariiatnciit Coincided in 
opinions delivered by a member pf p^i^iainent, a member 
the cabinet, and a confideniiai of jjis Majefty, on 

account of the private friendi]^|> iwhicb he fuftained' for the 
gentleman who fupported thtfe doilrines f He was glad that 
ihc Right Hononourable Gefltlcmaa bad f^ted his opinion' 
openly ; he was glad that thofe who had forriferly been his' 
friends fpoke honcftly and ia*rly \ he wifticd,-' rinoft^ 
firicercly wilhed, th^t ocher^ gentlemen V9^1d give their opj* 
nions openly j that all .the king’s min 5 j 0 k«?t*^ wwiild ded^aye 
their coincidence of opinion.v/ith the lionourtfble Gentlem^nj 
or eife^ih|ife$hey would ditavdw eitf! rely arid 

conifi^euiy. He hoped allb, for the f^ke of private frrondfhip, 
that the Secretary at W,ar had not to loft fight of his former 
ItharsuScr, iis; avow and maintain his prefent opinion 
' K a on 
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on a future occafion. He hoped ♦he horife would not de- 
cUire any ( pini.m until the .whole of ihe publication fiiould be 
read ; he would nor, he faid, follow thofc gentlemen who 
judged of a book piece-niea],* by Wts and feraps, and aftcr- 
waidii rcfulVd to go into an enquiry on the context, nature, 
and contents of thofe books, which they had partially and un- 
fairly quoted ; but he wifhed for tlic credit* and character of 
the houfe, /hat they would read the whole of the pahiphlet, 
arid be governed hi their proceeding, by the general te;:our of it. 

Mr. Barham it as his opinion, that the Secretary at 
War had notexprersly maintained any dodfrine uhaifoevc rj 
if he had done fo, lie ought to . rcpcat^it ; if not his accufers 
fBould be refuted *, if maintained the alledged 

clodlrinei whatever rcfpQi^f, naV, whatever admiration he ge- 
nerally felt for him, hef woqld move -for his expulhon ; fo 
convinced was he,, that fuch doclrincs as were Hated hi the 
pafiages cited, would tend^ if unchecked, to the annihilation 
of the conftitution. 

Mr. Stanley faid, there v/as not a ftatutc now in being, which 
declared, that ifany one fliall maintain thaft.any one part of the 
legifliiture fhall be capable of any adt of legiflation without the 
concurrence of the othcf component part*, the perihn main- 
taining a dodifinlifo unconftitutiona^, fhalUbe adjudged gniUy 
of ti eafoir, and fufFer the pains of death. 

'I'he Seefeiary ai War declared he could not help fmilii'.g at 
the attempt to impute treafon to him ; his coi.fciencc told Inm, 
he was' a faithful and loy^il fubje6i, with that he was fitis- 
# fied, and^h^re he would relV declared that he had given 
no opinipit at attlj and they muft be fubtile arguers in 'ecd 
who cdurd.,a^ta^h*icriminaht^^^ for what he did not iby* 

The Very;|iera^ front of hjis cxpreffion Had this extent, no 
more. H(5\had denied that* the paffage would bear the imei- 
^ pretation which gentlcmeii’' gave it. 'They were at liberty 
c^tainly to gfve it what interpretation they pleafed, and to 
ajrgilq upon the cdnftftiiStion whi^b they chofe to put upon ir ; 
that* only vi^at the point whteh he contended. (Mr. 

Stanley he really' did niot imderftand the liight Hon. 

* Qeiitlcman), the honourable gentfefthan cannot undcr- 

iland*. if he cannot follow me, faid Mr. AVindham, I have 
ddu'r j * J 4^ not jprjejWd to be able td give any maE the powc rs 
of co(\jE:e|ition and^hilerflaiiding ; let not thofe, hoWeVer, who 
dp; not underfl:an<^-<what 1 fay', pretend to arraign ind,” 

Mr. \^'flicd to diveft matter 

of all Ql?;flunty/' 1)19 n^, he begged to afk, the Nondurable 
gcnjrtth'fin diftnuftly that the paflage quoted was inno-' 
«kt and harmtefe f - 

' ■ <4:' TJie 
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The Secretary' at [Far laid, the attack made upon him 
was inviduous ; he had not afllrtcd that the pafiafjje quoted was 
harmlefs,' or that it was not a libel ; he had only laid, that the 
pafllige did not appear to him to warrant the interpret at inn put 
upon it. He had heard it that clay for the firft time, and 
Vv^hat followed the extraft was not at the moment in liis view. 
He was not confidering; what would be the proper form of 
government in England ; he had only faid,' the fentiment was 
innocent, inahrmch as ir Hated, what had been, and what 
might be, •ijfz, fiat the otli^r parts were derived from monar- 
chy, and that monarchy might fubhH v/ilhoufc them. Did 
gentlemen think him fuch a /fool as u> contaid, that the .Bri- 
ti& conflitiition could exift without Lords or Commons ? It 
was the moH groL and fallacious abfurdiiy to fuppoie that he 
would waftc vijords in attempting to fupport nonfenfe. No ; 
he did not fay the conftiuirion could fubfift, but that monarrhv^ 
could fubfift fingly, and furcly hiftory bore him ^-ut in the opi- 
jilon, though it by no means proved,' nor had he the finaiieft 
Idea of iiifinuating, that the fame free government could pre-.- 
vail under monarchy as under a mixed conftitution. 

Mr. Fox rofc to exprefs his indignation at the expl instion, 
or rather evafion, for fo bethought it, he haajult heard- , 
.Shame upon the man, faid lie, who could fo veer a ml twiffc 
about. Who could deny that there had be6i1, and might*be, 
fuch a thing as an abfolutc .mon uchy ? This book had ap- 
plied to the Britifli monarchy on’y, and thofc who fupported 
jt could only mean the Eriiifli monarchy, they muft mean 
that, or they .muft mean notlung^- 

Mr, Taylor declared thit fuch dotSlrines, coming from a 
member of adrnufjftratiop, gave him a bad opinion of the mea- 
furcs they were Ringing forward. He trufted, however, that 
the fplrit of the country would fuccefsfully oppbfe them- The 
Right. Hpiii. Secretary had called the Oppofition unprinci- 
pled : bad he forgot on .which fide of the houfe he fat three 
ycais ago, v/hen he vocifeVoufly declaimed again ft the Chan- 
cellor of tliL' Exchequer 7 Mr, Taylb^ declared, that to re- 
but the charge brought againft liis 'paity, he vvould tak<!^ care 
. to publifh the apoftacy cf the Secretary at War ; he would 
Ihew liim ai;id th^ worlil his former fpceches, th one of which 
he made'j^.ftie memorable affertion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, which had novv come home to hiinf^lf, *Hhat be 
had thrown off* the mafk/’ He had thought, proper to call the 
oppofition unprincipled j that man’s principle only, it muft be 
adtnitted, was good, who voted' fiom the free fenti menu of 
confcieuce and opinion, and not he who was entncly govern- 
ed 



0* WOODFALt*S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [CoMmokI. 

‘ ed by private intereflr. Let the Sccretacy at War therefore 
refle<ft on his own motives, and afle himfdf, if they were un- 
principled ? ' » 

The Majier of the 'Rolls producedi'jifrecedcnts againft going 
into an enquiry at prefent:* the proper w^y was, in his opi- 
nion, to adjourn the debate, and to conlldcr on a future day, 
' whether there was ground for fuch a profecution or not ? 

Mr. ftrenuoufly contended, that the whole of the pam- 
phlet (hould be read ; and declared he was convinced, from 
parta, of lit chat he had read, that the houfe would be more con- 
firmed of its^unconftitutional apd libellous tendency, when 
tbw h^ h^aird the whole of it. 

The queftion was put the reading of the pamphlet, 
which was agreed to without a divifiom 
- I'he pamphlet having been read, - ^ 

^Mr. Sheridan fa id, that hc Tuppofed, as the houfe had^ffi 
lieard the pamphlet read, it would be wholly unneceffary fbV 
him to tfe any arguments to prove that it was the fouleft, the 
falfeft, the dulleft, and the inoft malicious libel that had ever 
come und^?f the cognizance of the ComptOns of Great Bri- 
teirt. I'he author was not content with rkfhly defaming the 
• confutation, outraging its principles; but he obvioufly 
wifhed to attribtifo every departure from both to the condudt 
of the WbJgs. to the fentiments which feemed 

to pervade t]he hoii&von the reading of the libellous paragraph 
that firft attrafleJ their attention, the reading had difclofed 
nothing new, but the hiflory of die conftiiution, in which it 
ieemed that adm.iniftration intended, , as if pot content with 
^ exhibiting their new converts apd ajlies to the; whrld in the 
light of' to ihew that all forn||f life had been 

^one continue'd;fyn^|l? of hypocrify* V 

' It would, k^ faid^ W idle in Mni to enter into a detail of 
;|tbe various obj'edtion^bfe^afi^s in the book, which; fo far 
ptom extenuating, htigh&iied and a^^avated the criminality 
of the leading paragraph., Should it j)e:prged, that it required 
, time to deliberate, be vi^bul^ not pf€{s:% motion that night to 
:..ia himfeif with ahnoujsujing the pam- 

^l^kt to ai^ 'Calling on the houfe at’# future day to 

^injffiimeht for it. If the author was a of im- 
^pOrtance dtough he oug^t to be impeached '; though Vh6n it 
;wiis confitlc'rid that he vVb the mQifith^picce of gbvefncrknt,. 
ii aiidchatrm of thofe alEbciations which origih^ed and cir- 
:; ^culated*fhbfii alarms aWut Ftepth principle that Hlad 
tributed fo much to the unhappy ftate in which the cioilnfry 
' itood at that momi;nt, be could not be confidered in a light 

' pomt 
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point of vi^w. The lft>el was unqueftlonably much more 
deferving of impeachment than that which Sachevcrel wrote, 
and for which he v«2as iinpeache<j. The motion he intended 
to make, he wonld therefore put into the words ufed on the 
cafe of oacheyerel, viz. 

** T^t the fdd pamphlet h a mnlldous, fcandalaus, and feditlous libel j con- 
taining matter tending to create jeAlonfies and divifions among Iiis Maj^ifly’s fub« 
jeits ; to al t;nate their affe^^iona from oiir4>refent form of government^ as efta- 
hliHicd in King, Lords, and Commons $ and to fubvert the tme principles of' 
our free Conftlrution ; and that the (kid pamphlet is a high breach of the pzii^' 
vileges of lliis Houfe.” ^ 

The Majier tfthe Rolls faid, he w^s not ready to give an 
opinion on the pamphlet ; he was however convinced of what 
he had before (aid, that the reading the pamphlet Would not 
have the effeft of completely fatisfying the minds of the hoiife; ^ 
and it would ill become ^m, on fuch grounds as the bare • 
reading by thp. ^officer of the houfe aftbrdpd, to found 
fo very important and gr^vc a refolution. He. would hot 
then fay a fyllable as to the ^merit or demerit of the pamphlet^ 
but own, that the p^agraph did not in tlie,\jthading of it, 
found entirely conilitudohal. The only ^owever, 

for confideration w'as, the paflage or extract complained of; ^ 
the reft was only to be confidered as a qualificacion of it ; 
and the houfe was not at liberty, in difeuffing the^ fub].e£l, to 
talk of any particular gentlemeih as the author , of itv as it did 
not appear, upon the faqfe of it, who was the author. If tlio 
words he had heari^ read were not qualified by edpte^t, with 
the parts antecedent or fubfequeht, . he wd#d be tl^firft ^to 
vote'a cenfurc. If the tenor of if ms to that the king 

could govern without l^ords or Cptiitiioti^; the author ihould . 
be feverely cenfured, though not ' to > the extent menaced by - 
the iionourable gentleman wte made th^ motion* To dc-* - 
termi/ie that any cenfure at ill Was or tJfras not duq, it 
folutely neceflary for him to read the p^niphlet. He would . ’ 
therefore move, ;5VTHat the debate be poftponed to TSiirfcv- 
day.*^ ^ ^ J''-:;: 

'rhe Chancellor of the Exchequer declared he conq^rod w 
opinion with his learned friend Who had juft fiu dbwh^'andhe 
concurred on the’fanie grounds^ If it was clearly the tendency 
of the. pamphet to inculcate fuch do6ti ines as thofc imputed 
to it, .be, would not heiitate to fey that the houfe ought to 
treat it with. cenfure and reprobation. Iljt afierted ftiatthc 
King could , not govern without the other tufo branches of thc^ 
cosnftUution, there^could be in tbat houfe but one voice upnn ' 
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the matter, and that the voice of indignation a^ainfl the au- 
thor : or if the author declared that' it was poTible for the 
tncnnrchical part of the conftitution to furvlyethe two other 
branches, with coidiiuitlunal liberty, he would not hehtatc to 
pronounce his do^l^tiinc a grofsMtbel ; but when it appeared 
that there were many paflages in ihc pamphiet w^hlch ftated 
the i^pojfTibiiity of tlic king’s cxerciflng the functions ot* go- 
verpnhent witliout the co-op/crntion of the other parts, it would 
fuiely be worth the while of the houfe to paufe and cordidt-r 
whether, on tab- whole df .the bpolc together, there 

would b? gi'ouiici JiiOLii;h to warrant a pmfecutiesn. If :„cri- 
tlenien had been, as they havebe<^n, in poireiTion of the 

book for a month pail:, it was rather. hard in tlKir dmj)ci'ial 
zeal for all braiiches of the coiiititution, that they could not 
let apart a Tingle day to bring the motion forwajil, but that 
which v/as appointed for. the commitment of the liiil for the 
prefervation of the foverclgn, ^rhe Chancellor of tlie Ex- 
chequer tfaou jit, that, upon the the hoafe could not, 

' with jiiflice either to itb.lf or the aii'thofeipf the pairiphlct, de- 
cide on it dircdlly. He would tber^fore tecond the motion of 
his learned ftiend. 

iVlr. hj otould have h?^n furprifcd at hearing 

a propolM from any member, who' had hciird tli^e pam- 
phlet read, and had \a)ncJ the privilegec of -the houf -, to 
pofiponc the dclibwA’o;w- but it ftruck hSm as lingular in- 
deed, that a gentleman fo learped in the law as the Mailer <if 
the Kglls,^could not make 'Ibis mind upon the tciidci^cy 
of whiit had heard.; a '"gentleman wl?o, from his 

pr£t(3:iG4, wiiS^l^ thc d.iily habit pE making up his mind upon 
}id>|e(Sis'infin!tjeiy>morc intricate than the prefent. He wyiiki 
; :that’gentIciTiari; with jndoler»<te or inattention tu 
'duty in ihat '^j^f^ ; but he could not help faying, that a 
^fpriner A tailor oFtn^Rollsj, Sir Joftph Jckylf, had not re- 
niaki^ uji his mindon the ca!e of dovflt^r Sachc- 
was by iicrmeans a plainer cafe ti)an the prefent : 
forwaid, and, on reading the publication, m<v/- 
:w^|liy'itti| 3 |eachtnent of its author. He wasTwitprifed that rhe 
Icartfedgentlenja.. fhould not have had timeHo make up Ids 
mmd oiiTbe prelent occafioiu , 

;The quePiioii was, whether.the paragraph^ which had bc^en 
originally com^Uihed or, was or was not- a: libel MjK>n*thc 
Houfe of Cormn.orts ? and* be admitted that,'. im the , examin- 
ing the pamj'>»lct, the intention of the author Ihould be laketl 
altogether. Whcij he heard the paragraph alluded to read, he. 
formed an opinion, exadtly as a learned gentleman' had ftated 

k hU 



Kov. 13.] ' WOODFALyS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 44s 

his to be, v/2- thar it would he diific ult indeed for any con- 
text to explain the meaning, fo as to manifert the intention 
of the author to be innocent ; fo much ho'vc\^er did he wlih 
that an opportunity of explaining it nugtr prefeiit itfclf, that 
he had iittended patiently to the reading ol the whole book, and 
having done fo, he nuiil declare it t:) be, in his opinion, a 
daring and atrocious iihel ? Any man who would maintain a 
contrary propolition, he had no fcruple to pronounce igno- 
rant of the laws of the land. If other members had not at- 
tended to ir, if, froin indolence, or from :i negligent dilpofi- 
tion, they had flept upon their polls, it was tlveir own fault j 
they defjrted their duty, and betrayed their conftituents, by 
making their own negligence an cxcufc tor not protecting 
the honour of the houie. blow was it pollihlc that a man fo. 
familiar w’ith profeffioital matters as the Maftcr of the ILol^s 
Ihoulfl be ignoram: of the nature of fa«. H a pamphlet as that 
which tiic hoiife hid heard lead? How could he for a mo- 
ment doubt wbi'thcT it w^s a libel on that houfe, and on the 
Revolution of 1688?^. Si) fully was his own mind, Mr. 
Erfkine fsid, mad<‘ iipfcn the fubjcjt, rhat be would npc licfi- 
tate, even on the inftant to declare, ti; at were he a jurc-r, 
fworn to try the author, he vv' uld, without going out of 
court, pronounce him guilty. He was furpriftd that gcmlc- 
nicn fejt any difficulty upon a pi w* at fo plain and' palpable. 
Gentlemen fliould beware how tney indulged tiicir inciina* 
tions to fereen men who trnd»iced the principles of the revo^, 
lution, in which the people of this country gloried, and fo 
juifly gloried. They ihould recolleiff, that action produced 
reaction, 'The people of this country felt tH'j^'^/ikifuIts that 
had been fo olten offered tOifhera. "I'hcy \y«fe pro^jeeding 
to act as their ancettors did ; and if that houfe,, in its intaU)- 
perancu and folly, tliould carclefslyi pafs th?jfe infults on the 
Rcv(*Iiition, the confequences would be dreadful, and more 
fcfpcciully as they wvre proceeding udth ' llills founded on 
piinciplvs utterly fuhverfive of every thing for which the Re- 
volution was dear to the people. Such libels which the au- 
thors conceived to be fanctioned ,by government, dCc^liuhe^ 
an'fvvers in reply ; this action and reaL^ion naturally and 
ceiiiirily produced conrcquences that kept the public in a ferv 
nieiit ; they excited that bitternefs and afperity of feeling m 
the country that occafioned' that deceftabJe and dartu^;^ble 
fyftem of pretended plots without doors and of ptojefls againft 
the libercies^f EngJiflimen within, that tended to undermine 
the foundation of focial order, and alienated the aftedfion^ of 
the people from the government. He cabled to the rccol- 
VoLk 1. 1795. ' 3L Icdion 
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leflion of miniflers the circumftances and comlufl that hroughc 
Chai-gc 1. to the block, and cautioned them to beware how 
they rciufed to pay due deference tO' the petitions of the 
people. 

The author of the pamphlet had fpoken conlc uptiioiifly of 
the revolution ; he h:id ftated it as a meafurc brought about 
by plor^ and confpiracics. He had faid, that it was brought 
about by diviJing men into different claff. s. He had repre- 
fented the pi oplj of England then to be, what fuch milcniblc 
lhallow p'/ ’ ia.'iS ns ‘the author wifhed to make tucm at 
prefent, aid of pcnfions, douceurs, and bribes ; men 

capa-le of iviidiMig the fentiments of del'potirm to ferve the 
pi'rpolc’ of certain leaders. To make thofe of high rank Jejiguc 
tog thcr, to reprobate the piinciples of liberty. 'Flie author 
ot pamphlet had traduced the procceJinjts of thofe who 
put the crown on thiC head of the home of Brunfwick, that 
crown worn by his Majcfty* What this ignorant man meant 
was for the houfcj by their determination upon his publica- 
tior to d(' larc. This had bs^en declared by a former fJoufe 
of Commons in the cale of Doctor Sachevercl. I'he doc- 
ttine of thit ptrfon was voted to be fcanJalous and libellous 
againft the fovereign then upon the throne, and againft tlu' Pio- 
teihmt fucceilijn, as by law eftabliihed. 'Fhat important 
event, an event fo interefling and fo advantageous to every 
EnglifliiTiaii, the author of this book faid was vulgarly called 
a revolution, and Vv^as only called fo by wdiigs who waited for 
another, and therefore was not at this time to he /poken of as 
a revolution. Was this language to be tolerated by a Houfe 
of Commons that pretended to have any eftcem for the prin- 
ciples of that revolution ? ^fFhe houfe ought to be very 
cautious how they fuffered flanders on that revolutloji to pafs 
unnoticed. The people of England were fo much, nivl thank 
God ! fj firmly, attached to the principles then cftaMiihed, 
that he wms convinced they were dctci mined to live or die 
under thofa priticiples. He wds one of that d( feriprion ; and 
he hoped he fhould be found among the number of thofe who 
would ihew, if neceflary, not by v/ords, but by ails, that they 
would die before they would fubmit to any^attempt to make 
a king abfokte in England. It had been faid that the doc- 
trine, that a monarchy might exilt without .a Parliament, 
might apply to fome other monarchy, and not of necefiity to 
our nionarchy. Would any man fay upon his honour, that he 
believed that to be the intention of the author of the pam- 
phlet r Would any man in that houfe (land up and fay, that 
^he wiflicd tlic\dcbatc of this queflion to be adjourned, in 

order 
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order to make up his mind upon that point ? Would^ the 
Iioufc delay its dccifion upon fueh a queflion as that, and 
fhew a partiality for thofe who libelled the conftituiion, vvliile 
they themfelves were alJCtting and fupporting his Maj city’s 
minifters in hurrying through the houlc two Hills that had a 
tendency to deftroy the principles of the conltitution ; and 
that at a time loo, when they themfelves knew the fenti meats 
of the people were againft the Bills, about to be palTed ? 
When they knew that, with all the ardour which belonged to 
the affection, and which he trufted in God would ever be the 
pride and glory of their hearts, they loved the revolution of 
1688, and the principles which were then cflablilhcd, would 
they take advantage of the temporary circumftance of an in- 
fulc offered to his Majefty, and the exprefEons ol indignation 
which the people uttered upon that occafion, and pretend to 
fay, that what they then exprefled amounted to an acquiefcence 
in the principles which minifters at this time niaintained f 
If they did, he muft tell them, that they would thereby render 
his Majefty’s life precarious, and the govcnimenr inlecure^ 
He would maintain, that if minifters cxpccfed to be fupported 
in fuch principles by the people, they would be deceived in 
the Kqucl. 'I'liey would findthat the people of England deteft: 
fuch principles; that the voice of the people was againft 
them was evident, (here there was a cry of No fuch thifig^ 
from thcoppofue fide). Sure he was, he faid, that if fuch 
nicaUires be perfiftcd in, the people would rife againft them ; 
and tlien minifters would, he had no doubt, lay hold of fome 
fub:erfuge, and endeavour to fneak out of their difficulty, as 
they had done on other occafions. He knew the prefs would 
be fet lo work to defend them in the ufual way, and they 
would no doubt be treated with another pamphlet from the 
ingenious author of that under confideratjon. What a 
glorious reprefentation of the people of England would that 
houf^ appear to be, if they pailed by a pamphlet which had 
been rc.'.J to them that night, in which they were reprefented 
only as a mere counfel for the crown, and that in this con- 
fift^d tlicir greatett utility 5 that all the vigour and energy 
which they were faid to poftefs, as an emanation from the 
people, was a mere chimera ; for fuch was the objeS of the 
author in the publication of his book, a book brougbtTorward 
to fupport the principles of kingly government, w’hich, thank 
God, Englifhmcn got rid of; and they mult [;et rid of it 
again, If men of high rank and ftaiion ihould, with arms in 
their hands, attempt to eftablifli it againft the public voice, 
as had more than once been hinted* 

3 L 2 


Mr. 
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Mr. Eifkine faid, the debate of that night, and what had 
lately happened, would have convinced him. if he had flood 
in need of convidiion, how infcrutablc the ways of provi- 
dence were : tlicy feemed always intended to ccruntcradf the 
prognoftics of r.icn, in order to teach us prudence and pa- 
tience. The higher orders of the people in this country, he 
had once Lhought had refolved to carry on the deicflabic docr 
tr contain 'd in the book before the houf , and t!ie prin- 
ciples of thfi Rills depending, fo tliat the fie -pie would have 
no hopt: but n the dclbcraic alternative of c thci fuhmiiting 
to flaverv, or attempting ; rem- b^ ' ; that ail the 
elciVicnts of fociciy would b th ’ d Gody 

his apprthenflon on that p< at rn om the 

manner in which niany of hidi- of tl c 

moft iI!uftriou> aniojig the aafe ot 

liberty, and, by t tr conduct, i:ad gjicn i\\c J :* ('uce to the 
many infinuations t had gone forth again!' them, ^riiat 
proved that there were in the country men cha t .titer, 

who efpoufed the caufc of liberty and of the p. opic, and who 
tvere determined to fupport it at the hazard iid ihc pe» Il of 
their livCsS, What won’ i be the confcqncncc 'I'he people 
would return to the ftan< aftlcflon to t le legiflatuie. 

If unfortunately their efForts^fliOuld fail, and the pcc^plc's rights 
Ihould be difregarded^ he would then Uy, in th' Ic.nyuagc of a 
right honourable gentleman who was no lor-gcr a member 
of that houfc, When you put the fovereign againft the peo- 
ple, they will caft your fovcrcignty m your face : Jiobody 
will be argueddnto flavery.^^ 

The author of the pamphlet under conficlcratio!!, Mr. 
Erflvine obferved, wa§ a member of the law ; but he did not 
he faid, choofe to treat him as a Liwwer, ard therefore he 
fhould not ftate the book ais the work <’f Mr. Reeves, but lake 
it as if it had been the work of any oihcr perfon of whom lie 
had previoufly known nothing. He fliould only fay, that the 
houfe fhoujd, be aware how they gave the book their imprhna- 
tur. If they voted that thc.book was no libel, it would appear 
clear to the public they did fo, beca ufe it was fuppofed to' be 
in favour of the crown againft the rights of the people: and 
here he muft toll the Attorney General, of whofe ability, 
jnrcgrjty, and candour, no man, he faid, could entertain an 
higher opinion, that if he went into the Court of King’s Bench 
wnb tiiis Iv-ok, and called for the verdidt of a jury on it, they 
would tiiut dciirc that time to ddiberatc upon it which the 


Mr. Burke. ' 


houff 
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houfc of Commons fccmeci to wifii. He concluded with 
moving an amendment^ ‘‘ That the debate be adjourned till 
Thurfday following,” 

The Mafler of the Rolls Ciid, that If he .was in the fititation 
of a jurynriJJt he would dcTire the p.nnphkit to be put into 
his hand?, ii? omjc^ that he might be able to judge of its ten- 
dency froui h:' own deliberate perufal uf the contents, and 
according to h.' judgnient formed after mature confideiation. 
At prclent he cotud yjve no opinioii, from having only heard 
it once rc.id ; tu :h f.mrc thought that a longer delay ought 
to take plAe lyJ.'VCi r.x h'Hife came to a dccifion, 

Mr, SerjLJ'it faid, he could by no means concur in 

the arnendnient Iii* :i had been propofed, becaute the time 
propofed by tiic amendment was too iliort to cniibie any gentle- 
man to form an opinion upr- Miciubjecf ; he was among thofc 
w'ho, entertained dou..c;. as to the rc«J iiitcr.iion of the author ; 
lie declared, he faid this the more readily, as in the amendment 
itfcifitwas admitted that fomc ought to be allowed. With 
regard to the pamphlet in queftion, at leafl that part of it 
which had been origmally complained of, he had no doubt of 
its being a libel on that h^mfe. He took notice of the doc* 
trine of the Secretary at War, and fiiJ he differed from him 
totally. He could not admit that it was hiftortcally corre£l, 
even that the monarchy of this country was at any time an- 
tecedent to its conftitution. Me alfo denied, and he defied any 
one to prove, that the monarch ccmld cairy on the govern- 
ment without the great councu of the nation \ and he rejcQed 
with difdain the idea that the monarch of this country -could 
carry on the government without the aid of parliament. It 
way. a dodf rijie not to he tolerated for a fingle moment 5 and 
he believed it would be di/Iicult for any context to explain, in 
the author’s favour, the paragraph complained .of. As the 
author’s intention was, liowever, to be judged of from the 
whole book, he thought that it would be a mockery to ad- 
journ the dcb.ite until the next day. It would be better to 
decide at once, than jto give only thofc few h(.>urs to delibe- 
rate upon the matter in queftion. He mulf, he faid, repeat, 
that he wifhed the fuhjccl had not been brought forward^ 
when*other bufipjcrs of more preiling importance flood for the 
difeuffion of the day, 

Mr. Fox faid, the afTertion that he bad any w'fli to prevent 
the houfc from fully difeuffing the meafure alluded to was 
altogether without foundation. "J hat he was defirous by 
every means to delay that meafure, and to give time for rhe 
houle and the countiv tounderilanJ ir, wiis indilput..b’y true. 

Why 
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Why had he that wifli ? Becaufe the fenfe of the country, as 
far as it had been yet collected, was againft them in a manner 
that amounted to unanimity, and therefore he thought 

they ought not to be haflily hurried through the lioufc. He 
fiecd not, he laid, remind the houfe of the proceeding at 
Weftminifer on a former occafion, when he ftated in his place 
what had been the unanimous fenfe of the R^ecting in Palace 
Yard, with rcrp- ct to the two alarming Bills pending in Par- 
liament, He was tijcn, with an air of triumphant conlidence, 
told to wait the rt.fu’t of parochial meetings, and of meetings 
called by' the Sheiifl’s. H * thanked gentlemen for halving ap- 
pealed to that criterifun. The refult of rhofe meetings was at 
this time known, it h ;d )oen alkcd why he had not brought 
on the confideration of ti e pamphlet in qucliion before r He 
did not know wliLUlier he fliould have brouLdit it on at nM. 
He conceiv<‘d (hatc-ang'-rou 'nions might be if.ttcd in a pub- 
lication, aiul that yet it might not be-of conf q u'l'icc enough 
to warrant a proilcutioii of the author. Wnen, liowcver, 
fuch a publRaiion the prefent wns brought foiward, it wms 
incumbent on thehoufe to ilicvv that tiiey were not parties to 
libels npon the coniliiution, nor the patrons of thofe by whom 
fuch libels were circulated. 'Phe exIHenec of the Bills formed 
another giound why the publication then before the houfe 
fliould not be pafled by; the inincii^lcs of this pamphlet and 
of the Bills b-.iorc the ho ifc wire, in his 0))iiiion, mate- 
rially and clofdy connected; if it was found that arbitrary 
dodtrines wore recommended in the pampldet, and that arbi- 
trary mcafurcs were in the coiirfe of being adopted by mini- 
fters, it of confequence fohovv'cd, that the houfe fliould not 
fubferibe to the ojunion of ilie right honourable Secretary of 
War, that the pallage in the pamphlet winch had been parti- 
cularly referred to, was apparently innocent. Tf'hc learned 
gentleman (Mr. Adair) admitted the publication to be a libel 
on the conlHtution, arid yet he avowed himfclf an advocate 
for delay. Why d:d lie nor narrow hii* condemnation to the 
dodtiincs contained in that p.ailagc, and pr(»iiOimcc upon them, 
which could require no time to decide npon. Notwithftand- 
ing all the partiality of mnnilcrs lor aridtrary powder, he d:d 
not believe that many of their advocates w’ould be; found to 
con'.e ward to furport thofe dodi|incs. A delay then w^as 
■on their par t ddb-nMe, in of»lcr tliat lliey might concert what 
defence coud be fet up for the pallage, in ail probability the 
ptoduc^ion of one frf their own agents. Was this exception- 
able pi'h'age, he wee d afk, <o hmg, w'as it fo doubtlul, that, 
after h i\ in^ lie ud it jucc read, the houfe could Inu c any hefi- 
/ tation 
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tatiori w’th refpeft to its tendency ? Did minifters vvifli for the 
delay of a few day.«, in order to give notice to the author of 
thd libel to get out of the way? Did they wifti for time in 
their diftreffed fituation, in order to reconcile, by fome ftrain 
of conftrudlion, fome contortion and twitting of the fenfe of 
bther parts of the pamphlet, 'this defence of the pafTage with 
the declaration fet up by the right honoiirabic the Secretary at 
War, that it was perfeifiy iiinocen!:? It was, Mr. Fox de- 
clared, a libel of a more dangerous nature, and a worfe ten- 
dency, than any that had been iflued by the Conllitutional and 
Correlponding Societies. It was not diiPcult, however, to 
perceive the tendernefs of miniftcr> for this libeller oa the 
Hoiife of Commons, nor to penetrate into the n\otivcs of 
their condinS; and it was furcly a h.\fl ornon for t:'.c country, 
that while fuch difpofitions were manifelled, it {hould be urged, 
that not a moment was to be loft in coming to a dccifioii on 
Bills, which, under the pretfi.ice of giving greater fecurity to 
his M.^jcdl y’s perfon, were, in reality, crdculated to ftrengthen 
the h.iiiJs of government, and overturn the privileges of the 
conilitution. 

The Attorney General faid it did not become him to give 
any opinion as to the nature of the pamphlet, but to receive 
the iiiflrudiions of the Mou'e. On A principle of juftice to 
the unknown individual, and from regard to their own dig- 
nitj’, he muft, however, vijtc for the adjoin ninent of the quef- 
tion. 'Fhat Houfe was the grand inqueft of the nation. It 
had been found, in former inftances of complaints lent from 
liie Moufe, that a jury, after a long invefligation of the fadls 
ch.ar„;ed, differed in opirfion and acquitted the party profccu ted. 
Aker all the attention which he had given to the pamphlet, he 
could not, Mr. Attorney General f.ud, if he was called upon 
on the hidden, give an opinion whether he Ihould think it ad- 
vifeable to prolecutc or not. Certain* perfons, he obferved, 
fermed to have juit found out the value of the Bill of Rights, 
wiii' h for ihice years they had been dil’vofed to treat as a Bill 
of .Wrongs. It w^as contcivlcJ, that if the two Bills were 
fuffered to pafs, they vVould endanger the perfon and govern- 
ment of the Sovereign. in Ins opinion they went to fee u re- 
both. If fuch a difr’crencc of fciUunent cxifled, 011 which the 
pvWic mind was extremely agitated, it was fit that the dif- 
cuffon fltouid not be poltponed for a moment, and that 
either, as gentlemen aflerted on the other hde, the peace of 
the country ihould be relitjred by the rcjcttiou of thofe Bills, 
or, as he taoughtj it Ihould be fccured and fet at reft by their 
adoptioii. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan faid, he was ready to decline preflinff for 
^’hafty dccifion, and even to give time for the longcft dtiay. 
When th^^ honourable and ' learned gentleman profoffed lb 
much anxiety to let at rell the public mind, by a fpeedy dif- 
culfion of the Bii's, h^‘ believed, he felt reafoa for hi$ haite, 
viz. the dread of public opinion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he rofe at »'fiat mo- 
ment to anfwer two purpofes, partly a view from what 
had b^n faid that night, and partly to ^take an opportus'ity 
of giving a notice. Confidering the ufhexampled rnifreprefen- 
tation which gentlemen had taken pains to ma':;e of rhe Ji’lls 
before the Hoiife, thofe who thought as he did refpci ling thefe 
Bills, or their ablolutc neceflity, would feel it a duty which 
they owed their country, to look forward to the moment of 
their difeuflion, when an explanation Ihculd be made of the 
fliameful mifK-prcfciUatiun that had been fo indufhiouny cir- 
culated rclpCvding them. Some gentlemen afl’urncd tt) them- 
felves a certainty of fijccefs wdth the public, in r(>nr'ipience 
of their own mifreprefontations, which, when ih y came to be 
expofed, would check thei;* daring project, and damp their 
fanguinc hopes and premature triumph. If they would wave 
the efFcifl of mifrcj^fcfcntation, and colledt the fenfe of the 
people from their real lentiments, he fliould not be afraid to 
meet them, and to argue on the popularity of tiie tvvo^ Bills 
before the Houfe, He meant ti^e fenfe* of the people, ns it 
was fairly called for, and candidly taken: on that ground he 
would debate the queftion. In ftating the opinfon of the 
people, it was neceflary to afk, what was the opinion ot thofe 
who were unbinfled ? 'i'hat opinion was only to be difeover- 
cd by rcb-rring to the means that had been made ufe of to 
obtain their opinion ; and again by the flyle whi« h they had 
adopted in their petitions ; in the language which had^bceii 
iifed by them, it was*obfervable the one party had been in- 
finitely more conftitutional in their cxpieiTuins than the other. 
In bis opinion, the Chancellor of the txchequer faid, the 
gentlemen, on the other fide would fed Icfs ground of e^xiil- 
ration, if they weighed the eflbifls of that mifreprcfcnfaiion, 
againft the effcfl which the naked fail had produced on the* 
plain fenfe and unperverced feelings of the people, in the 
more diftant parts of the country, of which ample jtdSjino-* 
nics were to be found in the numerous addrefit s, calling upon 
that Houfe to adopt additional meafures for the fecurity of 
the Sovt’/eigii and the government. It was alfo to be re- 
ipjark^ d that the degree of comparative attention , to be given 
to thefe pctluoiir, was not to be governed by the tfeimber of 

ii;=!;riaturc> 
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fi^naturcs to petitions, but by whatthofe wh6 figned them know 
of the circumftances that had caufed them. In ihat way 
only could the Houfe afeertain how far thefe petitions ipoke 
the general fenfe of the people How far theic petitions had 
teen obtained by calumny, by fraud, by artifice, and by 
ihameful and fcandalous mifreprefentations was another, and 
fcarcely a lefst^aecefiiary fubje£l* of enquiry. From what he 
knew of the circumftances, from the inflammatory language 
that had been held .01^ at public mceiin£>s, he was at liberty 
-to judge of them by that language, which languag:; had indeed 
been reverberated iiifome of the petitions theiufelves T'he 
Houfe would then judge whether it was poflilVle for the peo- 
ple who had (ubferibed thefe petitions to have agreed to them 
through a falfe medium. Without entering into t-.e hicuflion 
at prel'ent he muft beg of gentL-mcn not to be too ready to 
take it for granted, that what tiic Houfe had heard that day, 
was to be confidered as the fenfe of the people ; a conclufion 
as diftant from truth, as Certain gentlemen had been out of 
the couife of fair dealing in their means of procuring thefe 
petitions. Under tfiat ftate of the circumftances he had a 
fair ground to meet the difeuflion j he was anxious, therefore, 
-as it was moft ponvenient to the right hQnoura])le gearlcmam, 
that it fliouJd be difeufled cu the qu. lllon of the fpeaker leav- 
ing the .chair, afjpcr the call of the Houfe, and to difcufs the 
lubje<ft m the vyay gentlemen had found out lately that they 
could beft difeufe them. Wben the queiHon of the fecond , 
reading of one of the Bills was propofed, gentlemen, he ob» 
ferved, had declined it, and referved thcmfeives, ns they faid, 
for the Committee; although, when they moved l'>r the call 
of the Ho^fe, they alledged it would be almoft treafon againft 
the conftitution not to oppofc the Bills in every ftage. lie 
faid, he mentioned thefe niatters c.Jlaicr:i!ly in order to fhevv 
that the end of the gentlemen to whoo^ he alliuletl was no- 
thing but delay. For the rcafons he had given he wiflied to 
avoid delay ^ ^nd, becaufe they could not too foon decide 
whether thefe Bills were for tl>e cxtin^lion of liberty, or fpr 
the Salvation of the conljtifution, he fliould wifh to bring for- 
ward the difeuflion as early as poljible. He would not at 
that hour go into either of die Bills. He therefore gave no- 
tice, thStf, on Wednefday, the ^5th, hb prppoOd going into a 
Comqtiftee.of the Bill that was to be committed on chat day ; 
and that, after the call, be Ihould propofc to go into the Bill 
j^gainft feditious meetings. 

Mr. Gny laid, that, confidering the humiliating and in fail 
the m^rtifyibg ’fituation into which the minifter had brought 

3 M ' himfcif. 
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bimfelF, he did not wonder at the fort of language he ha4 
held. He hud long fince remarked the tones of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman were loud in proportion as his fituadori 
was emb.irrafTcd. When the right honourable gentlcman,‘ 
however, had rccburfe to his recdlleftioh, l^e ought to be ward 
of mifVep»efnting.what had occurred lipbiif former becafions, ' 
Ha c( nee ve I thaepar t of the right honourable genftcnian^s obfer-ii , 
vatlons were dire£ted panicuhrly ^when, on a former 

night, it had been ftated, that by the the Iloufe taking 

place, every genvlemali wouhf at lealrnave it in his power to 
defiveSr his fentiments on the third reading of tiic Bill. He 
Had acquiefeed in that idea ; but at the fame time he had never 
given up the intention of watching and debating on eVfry 
iJage of the Bill, inftead of confining the deb ite to the fecond 
or third reading, or to any one particular ftage. The ho- 
nourable gentleman had afked, though not with any degree of 
candour, why thofc on the fame of the Houfe wirh him 
had not chefen to debate the principk of the Bd] on the feennd 
reading ? The reafons why he did tiot debate it that day 
iverc fo fairly and diftini5\ly ftated at the time, that he waS 
furprifed that fuch a want of candour on the part ^)f the ho- 
nourable gentleman made it ncceffary for him to repeat them : 
they were, that the debate hadT been pf)ftponed that day front 
the unavoid nbie abfence of two honourable friends of his 
(RielTrs. Er.lcine and 'Sheridan.) atid not from any defirc to 
avoid a difeuflion of the principle of the Btll, It had been 
faid, that delay in pn^ceeding on this Bill was his objeft, and 
that of his friends: for his own part, irt one fenfe, he had no 
hefuation to declare that delay was teftainly his objeS:, bc- 
caufi he mu ft think that every delay that could be given to 
fuch a Bill, was fo much don^ for the good of the people of 
England. He denied, however, in the moft unequivocal 
term.s, the charge of mifrepreftntatiofi broiight againft hrtti 
and his friends, and could retort it with much greater truth 
iipon the honourable gentleman. At the fame tittle thdit he 
avowed delay to be an nbje^ with him, he mqft detlijre, upon 
bis honour, that it was not the objedi of that nighi%deHatc, 
nor had he the ’caft previous knowledge Of fuch a difeuflion 
Ooming on. If any exertions of his qciild delay th^.|^iEng 
of thcle Bills for a, day, Kc mhft takO to himfeljp ^^MtCredit 
of gaining a d^y for his <?outi|ry hi the enjdylWi^t 'Of the 
ri ghts and liberties of his foUowaubjeds ; aiidIHhtJ (jiieftion 
was again brought; on thp next day, fo milfeh^ was he of 
feat opinion, that he tfulfted foitic gent|^an 
jmovc an adjournment upon it. ' . 

^ ' • With 
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. With regard to mifreprefentation without doors, Mr. Grey 
faid, that and his friends never held language againft the 
Bills Out of doors djjfferent from what they had fpoken within : 
they had always faid what they would perfift in faying as 
iOften as!:opportunity offered, let it be when and where it 
^uld,, (hat it wds, a mOft daring invalion on the liberties of 
the peopl^ and agrcfs violation of the Bill of. Rights. And 
notwitbftanding the honourable gentleman^s high tone and 
.great hurry to hai^|^w Bills palled, he would tell him to 
his face, that he kiu^itie would not dare to pafs them in their 
prefent form : he could hot do it ; the Hoiife never would allow 
It : the Qountry never would fubmit to it. The right honourable 
gentleman wilhed the BUI to go into a Committee, that the 
moft obnoxious parts of it might be left out; and feeling' the 
horror which the appearance of this Bill had excited in the 
Houfe, and the difmay and difeontent it h^d roufed without 
doors, he came forward, Jefiring the Houfe to wait till it had 
^lie through the Comnjittee, till all the abominable claufes 
were ftruck out of the Bill, and then he would tell them that 
all that had been faid qF it was mifreprefentaclon. Mr. Grey 
faid, he could pledge hi mfelf to the houfe and to the' country, 
that this would be the cafe ; but that gentlemen would not be 
, reduced by fuch arts, nor duped by fuch fallacy. Such was the 
-fort of mifreprcfenlation wUiich the honourable gentleman was 
guilty of, though he had not the courage to acknowledge 
the truth \\ the loud tones of the honourable gentleman con- 
vinced him be was right in faying fo, as he had always heard 
him talk in his^higHeft ftrains wheiTleaft fupperted by truth 
or argument. He bad known him too long lo be ur.acquaint* 
ed with his habits ; and he was fure the public had difeovered 
them alfd ; whatever alterations the Bill might undergo, the 
Committee ought not, and would not, let them be afci ibed to 
this right honourable Gentleman’s wifdom, but to the fpirit 
of the people^ who, roufed by the alarming apprehenfions 
which his fyftem bad excited had determined no longer 
to renUili blind or dormant^ when every thijig dear to them 
was a^ftake. ^ ^ - 

. }Arl ff^UUrfone h\d^ if he entertained the faine bpimons 
whit^ the Hofi« Gentlemean who had juft fat down had de s 
if he thought'the Bills prqgnaot with ruitii^ the 
he fhould feel himftJf h^^ppy at any afteratioii 
wUch, ^he might make in them ; but the Hen* 
K^G^tlbnaan, avowing the contrary, had given great reafon 
toi^pe^ that, upon this occafldn, he wasa£iuated rather by 
by any regard to his country, View- 
> 3 M 2 , ing 
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ing the prefent pofturc of affairs in the light he did, fome rc- 
ftridive mcafures appeared to him to be highly necelTary ; at 
the fame time, he was ready to confefs, that no more ought to 
be done than the neceffiry of the cafe called for. If any gen- 
tleman could fatisfy him that the confticution could be^preferv- 
ed from the dangers which threatened it ; by regulations lefs* 
rtrong than thofc provided by the Bills, he would, with plea- 
fure, concur in adopting them ; becaujle while he wiflied to 
maintain the conftitution on the one b^udi fo, on the other, 
he withed to put the liberties of the fiibjei^ as little in danger 
as pofllble. 

Mr, Cunven faid, he was not furprHed at the Right HoOi. 
Gentleman’s heat and inteihperaiiGe of language that nighty 
it might indeed be a matter of (atisfaflion if there could be any 
reafon to hope that the fevere mortification which the Right 
Honourable Gentleman had experienced, would cure him of 
his deep defigns againft the liberties of his country. Not 
being warranted from his knowledge of his charaiter, and the 
experiv jice of the uniform fyftem of his policy, to form any fuch 
ex|>ec!acion, he felt himfelf^ on the prefent occafion, called 
upon, by hi^ public duty, to expofe his views and principles 
to the nation at large. He was convinced that fuch was his 
rooted defign to overturn the eonditution, and his favourite 
fydem of encroaching on the rights of the people, that, though 
he fhould be forced to defift without haying accomplifhed his 
prefent purpofe, be would again renew the attempt. He had 
himfelf taken every means to call for the fenfe of the country 
on the prefent nieafu res. He had feiit copies of the Bills into 
every quarter, and invited all poflible difeuilion with refpedt to 
their tendency : if the Bills paffed, he was convinced there 
would no longer exift any fecurity either for their rights 
or their property. He meant to appeal to an honourable fe- 
cretary (Mr. Dundas), whom he did not fe^in his place, and 
whOjhad declared, that if the meafures did not meet the wilh of 
the people, they ought not to pafs. Let us not,, then, (faid 
/Mr. Cur wen J accafe qurfelves of negligence in oiir^utjr.: let 
us jpaufe till we know the fentiments of our confti^nli. I 
wifli only the principles of the Right Hon. Qentleqian to be 
appreciated from his anions. Let thofe ^ioins.be viewed in 
their true colours. The^ period of his adminiftratm^'Will be 
found to be the mod ca$an|i.tous that ever the 

country. I am convinced, that his meafurcs^^;h^ the 
foundation of calamities wh;ch may lead to the |hpll fa.tal;coa- 
. foqueiices,^ and which thc^icountry will Jong ha^e. caufetode- 
,^plore,. Mr. Curwen concluded by giving day 

"'v' ‘ he 
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he wpuld move for a week’s delay, in order to allow time for 
the country to exprefs its fenfe with refped to the Hills. 

Thequeftion for adjourning the conGdcration ol the pamph- 
let till 'rhurfday then palTcd in the affirmative, without a di- 
vifion, . ' 

MOTION FOR rEACE. 

Mr. Gny gave notice, that on Monday, the 3r>fh, he (hbuld 
bring forward a motimi, tending to a pacihcation with the pre- 
ient government of France* 

THE TREASON BILL. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the order of 
the day, for the Committee upon a Bill for the greater {ecunty 
of his majefty’s p&rfon, See. be difeharged. fife then moved 
that the Committee he appointed for Wednefday the 25th. 

, Mr. Fox faid, he felt himfelf called upon bv the expreffion of the 
Right Hon. Cren. who hc»d aflerted, that the voice of the people 
had not been fairly taken, and that delays were made for the 
exprefs purpofes of mifreprefentation. How' was this proved? 
He applied, it was true, for delay : w^as that a proof of mifre- 
prefentation ? Certainly not. It was uniformly the wifli of 
thofc who mifreprefenteJ fads and opinions to hafteri precipi- 
tately to their obje£f. They mult know that every hour 
would unveil fome part of the delufion, would demolilli forne 
part of the artifice. He wifhed for the delay, becaufe it ap-^ 
peared that thefe Bills were mofl reprobated where they were 
bed known, and that they met with an equivocal approval 
only where their merits had not been difeuffed, 'The ample 
difeuffion of the Sedition Bill, as it was termed, had afforded 
minifters an opportunity of refuting every mifreprefention. 
Did it however appear that their explanations had fatisfied the 
country ? By no means. The Right Hon, Gentleman ex- 
prefied a wifli for the further difeuffion of the Bills, and a con- 
fidence iiftheeffcLl of that difeuffion. Had he not hnd anop- 
porti^nlty of difeuffing them ; and had he not feen and felt that 
the fpitit pf Ae country rofe with the debate ? If fuch had not 
been jthe cafe, he fhouid have l>cen mortified and hdir. The 
Right Hon.^^otleman had charged him with artifice and mif- 
TcprclSsntipn : he did not praitice any. He had flared nothing 
withouc'jlporsthache had notflated within : nothina; that was 
Jiot with his fincere opinion, if he t\prefil*d himfilf. 

ijln ftrong'tiirms without doors, he had fpoken with equal ar- 
. douj:;|ma i^ehemence j^within thofe walls. His opinion on the 
w^^|ccifely what he had declared it to be, that they re- 
* ptaltd 
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pealed the Bill of Rights, and fiibverted the conftitution of the 
country. He had no recourfe to indiredi means ; nor did he, 
as the Right Honourable Gentleman had done, exert his influ- 
ence by under agents. He courted public difeuffion, being 
well aflured, that the more the principle was difeufled, the' 
more general would be the odium and deteftation with which it 
would be regarded. He did not wifh to fee the Bills altered 
or amended j he rather hoped they might pafs in their prefent 
form, bccaufc, as the attack was to be -made upon the rights 
and liberties of the nation, he withed that attack (hould be 
open, broad, and intelligible to the people at large. He wifli- 
cd the Bills to be piifiicd fairly forward, with all their force,' 
that the people might feel and fee the full extent of the danger 
that invaded Acm ; and that the attac k, which the enemies of 
the country Bad meditated, fliould not fieal upon them by fur- 
prize, and by gradation fap and undermine them. He did 
not wifli the poifon of thefe Bills to be fweetened to their pa- 
lates, but that the people (hould be prepared and cautioned 
againft the dreadful draught. “ I would not vote for thefe 
Bills (fay the members to their conftituents) if I could forefee 
the intended milchief. What attention however had the Right 
Hon. Gentleman paid to public opinion ? Where is his charge 
of mifreprefentation ? Has he heard the voice of the countiy ? 
Has he heard the voice of Wellminfter? Of the Common 
Hall of London ? Of the country of Middlefex ? 

if indeed the opinion of the majority were in favour of 
thefe Bills, if he could believe it pofliblc that the people of 
this country (liQuld be fo degraded and abje£l as to prefer 
flavs^ry to liberty, or to countenance thefe Bills, with any 
thing like their approbation ; if they did not fo generally ex- 
prefs their abhorrence of them, as to (hew that they yet re- 
tained an unabatifig attachment to the conflitution of their 
iuiceftors ) he could only fay, that he could no longer be a 
profitable fervant of the people. He might fit down in 
Jence, and enjoy, in the tranquillity of private life, the fociet^ 
of hi^ friends ; but he could not, with the feelings he po(- 
Tefled, bt a proi^tablc fervant of the people^ If, on ti|e con-* 
mry, the people of England were, as he cruljf believed them 
to be, dteiiiedly againft theie Bills j not a t;caiqprtcd 
niajority, bht the great, iof the people, againit||^m , then, 
vundoui:>tedly, they had "h right,, to demand his 

fUo'j). i iio!J himfelf bound to obey the call 't had a 
/riiht ru hope and exrfieut that thefe Bills, which p^iltiyely 
repealed the BiU of Rights, iSnd cut u|i the whol^pfthe edn- 
■' by .the rootJy by chaiiging our 
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into an abfolutc defpotifm, would not be enabled by parlia^ 
imcnt agatnft the declared fenfe of the great mtijority of the 
people. If, however, miniilcrs, (b refolute on their fpirit of 
• deftru£iiori, were, deter mined,' by means of the corrupt influ- 
ence which they poflefled in the two houfes of parliament, to 
pafs the Bills in violent oppofition to the declared fenfe of the 
people, and they fhould be put into force, and become 21 
practical part of the ‘government, he was ready to avow, in 
the ancient language of the confHtution, and in the princi- 
ples of the revolution, that however he might go into foli- 
tude to fuffer his new condition with patience, if his opifiici\ 
tvereafleed by the people, as to their obedience, he fhouid fay 
that it was ho longer a quelfson of nn>raiity and duty, but 
of prudence. It would in.' jcd be a cafe of cxt'cmity alone 
which could juftify rcfili'.r.cc, and the only qucftioii vvnild 
be, whether that refiftancc was prudent? He was aware 
that thefe words were liable to mlfconlbuction, imd he 
knew that miniflrers were adepts in the art of miuepref-iifa- 
tion ; but a public man rnuft not fnrink: in t'-ncs of cj;inger 
iffom ftrong expreflions, becaufe they mic>lu be iniTconiirued, 
or mifrepicfcnted. What he fii.l, he fuJ dcii!»erai'c!y ; -uicl 
it was fpr the authors and abettor‘s of the Bills to coniider 
whether they would hurry the parliament lo the padiug of 
them^ before it could be afeertained whether they had the 
fenfe of the people with them or not. With regard to the 
jamendments that might i)e made in the Comtnittcc, he re- 
peatcfl what he had faid before on the uibjcdt, that no mend- 
ing could qualify this attack on tlieconiiirution. He repeated it, 
the poifoh might he concealed, it mightbemacle more palatable, 
and it would be fo much the worO. If, however, the con- 
ftitution was to be violated, he wiihed that the people might 
ice the attack in airits glaring, open treafon, that they might 
be roufed to its defence. He certainly, therefore ftiould not 
lejf)d himfelf to qualify the atrocious wickednefs of ihefe Bills* 
Mr. FoJk concluded with moving to adjourn the debate till 
Wedrt^fday fortnight. 

T'hi^CJjaru^Ior of the Exthequir faid, he did not rife to 
follow the Rjgbt Hon. Gentleman through the whole of his 
fpeech j., but there were fotne paflages in if which, conilftenily 
With his dj*^y as a member of patliatncnt, with his feelings as a 
man, with hW attachment to hisfdvereigh,and his veneration lor 
the confft^tion, be could nofhear, without rilini: iniUntlyro 
ixjjrefs'bis horror and indignation at them. The Ri. Hon Gent, 
heobfervedjhad made a bold, broad, and unqualiiied declaration, 
Ihil4f hjl^gumcnts and his meafurcs did not prevent tlie 
' ^ " paffing 
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f^affing of BsUf, which a great majority of the houfe con- 
ceived to be neceflary for the fecurity of the perfon of the fo- 
’ verd'gn, and the prefervation of the rights of the people, he 
, win have rccourfe to different means of oppofition. He has 
avov/ed his intention of fetting up his own ari^uments in op- 
politio'i to the autiiority of the legiflatu,re. He has faid, that 
if he is afk^ d Ws advice, he will put the propriety of refift- 
ance only on the queftion of prudence ; without^ adverting 
whether the confbqucnces of this advice may be followed by 
the penalties of treafon, and the danger of convulfion, thus 
openly adviiing an appeal to the fword, which muft cither 
canffgn its authors to the vengeance of the violated law, or 
involve the country in anarchy and bloodflied/^ The right 
honourable gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
had titken care not to be migrated ; happ'ly for the country, 
this declaration of his principles was too clear to admit of 
ia doubt, lie moved to poilpoiiC xhc Committee until Wed- 
ficUiay, Dcccmb.r '2. With all the horror he felt at fuch 
language, he aiad the right honourabie gentleman h'^.d beeii 
<b unre'erved and explicit. The ILiulb and tl.c coanti^ 
would judge of ihtit gentleman’s coi.duJw from his own lan- 
guage ; tney roiglit ice the '*xient of hj& vtntTation for the 
conititut oii . and of his ’v p< ct for p.trli *mcnr, when, in viola- 
tion of »iis dut;, :n defiance of legal punilhment, he could 
bring hindelf to utter fuch fentiments. He was glad thp right 
■houx urabie gentleman had niailc that avowal, becaufe he hope4 
it would vain all the true fnend of the conlliiution to tally 
round it for its defence. He would not enter into a difeufiion 
pfthe abi'h acl right of refinance, or w^bat degree of oppreffiou 
on that part ot the government, would fet the people free 
from their allegiance 3 he would only call to their recoilediion 
that the princlp'es of tho.'e Kills, upon which the right honour- 
able gentleman had vcnttired fuch language, had met with the 
approbation of a large majority of the Houfe, and he trufted 
that mrjurity had not forgot wnat was due to themfeives an4 
their country. He hoped they would ihew the right honourr 
able gentlemen, that they h^d not led the fpirit of th^ir an- 
ceftors, which had been fo frequently referred tpj and that i£ 
:hcy were driven by treafon to the bard necclEty ’'of defending 
the CO) dilution by force, that they would act with ^hat ir- 
refiliab'c energy which fuch' ^ crime would necef&rily excite 
in a loy^i .dTembly. The power of the Jaw of £i%lanc, he 
Tufteu, w'ujid be fufiicieni to defeat* the inachtnations of 
ill who fuch dangerotis doctrines, and to pvisufh trea- 

CO it might be> found. Should , 
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true friends to the conftitution tnuft fight under its banner, 
and flievv as much vigour jn a good caufe as defperate men 
tould do in a bad one. T^iey muftba^^ard, if neceflary, their 
lives, their fortunes, and every thing held dear, to refeue them- 
felves from that anarchy, that wretchednefs, into which fuch 
unremitting efforts were made lo plunge the country. 

Mr. Fox faid in explanacion, ‘‘ the right honourable gen- 
tlemim’s tafe for mifreprefentation was neither unknown to 
him nor to the houfe, 1 rife to re-ftate my cxpreflion, but not 
to retradl one word of what I have faid. Let the words be 
taken down at the table *, if they exprefs the fentirnents of an ^ 
honeft Englilliman, they are thofe fentirnents for which our 
forefathers filed their blood, and upou which the revolution 
was founded ; but let me not be miffaken. The cafe I put 
was, that thefe Bills might be pafled by a corrupt majority of 
parliament, contrary to the opinion and fentirnents of the 
great body of the nation. If tlie majority of the people ap- 
prove of thefe Bills, I will not be the perfon to inflame their 
minds, ijnd ilir them up to rebellion ; but if, in the general 
opinion of the country, it is conceived, that thefe Bills attack 
the fundamental principles of our coilftitution, I then main- 
tain, that the propriety of refiftance, inllcad of remaining any 
longer a queflion of morality, will become merely a queftioa 
of prudence. I may be told that thefe arc ftrong words ; but 
ftrong mcafurcs require ftrong words, I will notfubmit 
arbitrary power, wmle there remains any alternative to vin- 
idicate my freedom. 

The Secretary at IFar faid, the explanation took nothing 
fiom the dangerous tendency of the priginal declaration. The 
meaning was obvioufly that which had been given by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was, that the right honourable 
gentleman would advife the people, whenever they were 
ftrong enough, to refift the execution of the law. The right 
honourable gentleman refted on no majority, but the majority 
oi force. I he honourable gentleman had brought the matter 
to a crilis \ and it was now verging to that point to which, 
in his opinion, it had tong tended. It was alarming to the ., 
copntrv, but they tnuft fee it: the danger ought to be known - 
to them i and it they did not fee the dreadful precipice near 
which they ftpod, in his opinion they were loft for ever. At 
Icaft thfey a f^ir warping : they now knew from the un- 
equivocal '^ic<^larations of the honourable gentleman, what 
leiigtl^ would be juftified: they had time to prepare againft 
the danger^ , and prepare, for tbeir'^fafety j but he would not 
Wifll M a dw^OMraWe fufety 5 not one gained by flight and 

Vot, L 179S. 3 N ‘ pufiU 
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pufillanimity, l^ut in manly fortitude to meet the danger, lit 
that cafe, the riiriit hon. gent]cma,n would find that miniftersi 
were determined to exert a vigour more than law. ( A loud.cry 
of Hear! Hear! take dcivn hi swords^*) Mr. Windham 

repented the word?, that they were ready to exert a vl^^oiir 
more than A?:!,’,’ ' as exercifed iil ordinary times and under com- 
mon circurnfianccs. Times and circurnffanccs would then re- 
quire ftronger laws, and the exertion of more cfiicacious means 
to put thofe laws in execution. He deprec 2 >ted the idea of an 
ahjedl 7mnd as much as the right honour.ibl^‘ gentleman; and 
therefore it was that minifters, whatever ilrcngth and dariniz; 
was eppofed to them, would he aMe, he troited, to meet 
it with an equal degree of fircngih and combination. 

Mr, Havdh.ge faid, that he a'^recd with Mr. Fox, and was 
ready then as he could e\ er be to vote a cenuirc of the words, 
but tluit he'wts denrous of the adjournment proptt’jd by the 
IMafier of the Rolls, and fur t\t'o rcafons. Firli:, becaufe it 
was not .of fuch preffurc to a£i immediately in judgement upon 
this libel, as ;t was to acl immediately upon the Ril] for the 
fafety of the King’s perfon ; and in the next place, becaufe 
though he was perfecUy fare the words had received no expla- 
nation that could alter the fenfe of them, or make it Icfs cri- 
minal. It would be another queftion whether cenfure was 
due to tlie vjriter of them^ or how far it ftiould cxlend ; and 
tt was ne cellar y to determine that qucfiioi\ by a more accurate 
examination of the wlKde work. 7'his was a rcafbn for fme 
adjournment, and what he had faid before convinced him that 
it Ihould be diftant enough to kt in the difeuffion of the Bill, 
that was the order of the day, 

Mr. Alderman Newnham faid, that gentlemen feemed to 
take it for granted, that at the public meetings alluded to by * 
the right honourable gentleman, v/ho had fpoken laft but one, 
nothing but cool deliberate difcufilon had taken place* at 
each pf them j the direct reverfe had been the cafe moft noto- 
rioufly. With refpeft to tlie Commcui Hall, the crowd was 
fo great, and the claniour fo jncellant,,that it was utterly im- 
pofTible to decfdc what were the fentiments of the major] ty- 
Maiiy had aflented to the proceedings without ever even 
knowing what the refolutions were, for which they voted. 
Guildhall,/ it was well known, was a long and cxtenfive 
building; his voice could not reach above half its extent; 
and w'hen hb attempted to fpcak, they would not hear himy 
r.ay, even his bwnconftituems would not hear Mr. Lulhing- 
ton, who w;is foabic a fp/aker. 7'he fame rlbtous cbnduft, 
be faid, had iikewife taken place at the Middibfex meeting, 

’ t where 
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-where one of the reprefentatives of the county (A 4 r, Main.- 
waring}- had to coniplain of a hmiiarwnnt of attention. 

■ Mr. Sheridan he couk! refer the ".vorthy Alderman for 
an anf'ver to the iiorjouraKe geii.‘Iemat>j w ho, in 1784., 
had ll'.'itcvl to iiis tight i;r>r.otirah]e Iricnd wliat miift be,hi.s jttu- 
ation of degradatiun with re:;aid to his conftitucnts, w'hen 
they rcfulcd to lillen ids f ijiiinf-nrs. After what had 
fallen from the hon. Chaneallwr of the Exchequer, he de- 
clared ho ifna»>:neJ t .'it more violent could be 

added, uc.tii he hv^ard tl»c ilill rnoic lier*. il^le oi his hon. col- 
league. 'I'nat a vigour n^iorc t!',an tl;c law nvjlf be idcd, and 
that fuck was the declaration of h'S ;VIajcfty'’s Secretary at 
War, latur truly *dai miutr to the people. i'L;, w'ho 

Iiad made the ’metropolis (f h ngland a t:arnfjii town, and 
ii!!cd it in ai! quauers wdth cavaliy; the fdJiers, under his 
expicM -. order , lying with tluir li )j fes rc / la kl.ed, and ilieir 
feet cdiiioft ready to mount the ilirruj Where weic tiie 
fvnij)toniS of inrur-i'cetion to w•^•na.lt aii this military array? 
'Id'c freedom cA I\irliamciit itikli aPipiared to him to he 
«£.hrcateiK'tK and pc.nbly they niiglit faon be depriwcl of t/ie 
dihri'ts' o ' ech in ihat houfe. 'Winit Ii.id his Kon. friend 
fiiJ? f.i xplanalioii was b(dd, nninly, and candid; thev' 
ough.t to ii.ive known, from hi- gcuic: i! chara>llcr, tliarfuch it 
would be. Fie ifevci attempted to Ihe/dc ouc^f his declara- 
tions hvY:- ry. eqLiivoc«aio '.sf I!a had fiiJ, that if tlic peo- 
ple of England v/crc dead to aVl their former feelings, if they 
vviihcd for thtfe liills, then he fnould deem hindllr no longcV 
a ht far vatic for kich a pe,oplc; a d. cl.u alioii that was needleh, ; 
they iivjft know, the frame a;;d texture of his mind could 
never fudlr him to be the fervant of haves, and degradin:^ as 
the term was, fuch mud be tlieir condition if thefe Hills paiTed 
into laws. Mr. ^Sh'eridan dieclered, he arceded t(».;a!I that iiad 
been fiidby his hon. fri-iuj, *.ajhi thought, as honourable men, 
they could not act orh Twik. If the people were to a/jc how 
they were to aci., if ilick; ihl!> pa-'^ by corrupt majorities, he 
fhould tell them, they o-uglu tj ceih} v/henqver they could ]>rij- 
ucntly do it. As nicnoi ipirk could they afi otlvcrwife? The 
people would fay, yon, by vour language in the houlc, haves 
injicimcJ us;, {a lojid call of Hcar^ II ar f) and now you do 
iiot dare to purfue the meafurcs you the.c maintained.'’ 

That the Conftitution ihouUI be per.nancht was his firft 
and moft anxious dcfirc; he did not wdh to lee a Hriiilh Ro- 
bePpierre treading on the iwcksof ih^ k>nt?{h people. '1 he 
|•(^^emblanee^ hcremu! ked, was toofhocking to be overlooked. 
Robefpierre, to mainAin Ids anihority, kept the people iiTin- 
. 3 ^ cciikiit 



46 o WOODFAi.rS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Cojuaoii^. 

cefiant alarm about plots and conTpiracies, which agaia were 
ncceiFary to him to bind the nation in ftrongcr fhackles. Rq- 
bcfpierre; could not vifit the Mayor of Paris without his body 
guard; and Rohefpierre put the whole country under military 
execution^ all under the pretext of fecurity to the Conftitu- 
tion. The tyrant, however, could not Ipng pradi ife thefe 
arts with impunity. A whole people could not long endure a 
flavery fo detelhibie from a hand fo worthlefs. To the decla- 
ration of his right hon. friend he therefore implicitly fub- 
feribed. It mufl: be the feeling of every triie Englifhman ; of 
every ma;i w io acknowledged thepriociples which had Icatcd 
the illuftrious family of Brunfwick on thethrojE^. 

Mr. IVilberforce laid, fuch declarations were liable to very 
different conftruCtions, he could not therefore but exprefs his 
difapprobiition of them. Some might fuppofc, they wiihed 
only to fupport miniffers, without ar>y regard to the intereft of 
the raiiorj. They had before heard of leccllion from Parlia- 
ment, and attacks upon the coiiffitution ; it was a fort of par- 
liamentary language not to be underftood in its literal fenfe, 
but was well miderffood by thecountry^ ^‘/hilt he rofe for, 
was to remark upon the notice given by the honourable gen- 
tleman for a motion for peace. With peace in tneir mouths, 
w^hat had they in their hearts, when their tone W‘-nt to draw 
the [word of civil dlfcord. m order to plunremit ihe bofom of 
their oxn country . * 

A'lr. Grey faid, the world would judge of the fincerity of 
Mr, Wilberforce's v/ifli for peace. Of the fincerity of his 
own condudf, and of thpfe with whom he .acted, theco;intry, 
he hoped, would not form a judgment from fueh invidious 
reflexions as had been thrown out. From the principle which 
had been maintained by his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) 
jse would not fhrink; and he would repeat with him, that if, 
by the government of the country, meafures were carried into 
efrect contrary to the wifhes of a great majority of the peo-» 
pie, to the liberties of the nation, if he fliould be afktd, whe- 
ther the people ought to refrain frorn refiftanc?, he would 
fay, that they only Ihould induce them to refrain from mo- 
tives of prudence. With refp<rX,to die Bills themfelves, h’e 
tired eniincly vrith his right honourable friend, ^hat no 
modification could make therrt otherwife than holtile to the 
principles of the conftitution. ^ 

Colonel Rollc read an Addrefs from Devon, which he fald 
contained his own fcntiinents* 

The Chancelhr of the Exchequer moved to adjourn, having 
previoufly propofed to poffponc the coillideration of the Libel 
pn the licufc to Thurfiay, the Commitment of the Bill to 

Wednefd^y 
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Wediitfday, and that after the call of the Honfo he 

ine^nc to move that the Speaker leave the chair, iii order to 
go into a Committee on the Seditious Mecuiii^s lirii. 

The queltion was at length put, and the houfc adjourned, 

HOUSE OF LORDS, 

Tuesday, Navi:mbcr 24. 

The Bill for preventing the making of Starch, Hair Foun- 
der, he, from Wheat, was read a fccond time; as vi'-erc alfo 
the Bills fo{P^ preventing the Expoi ration of Soap, Candles 
and rallovv, and for permitting the Impcrtatioii of the fame 
for a limited time. ’ 

The houfe, in a Committee; went lliroiigh Wakeman’s 
pivorce ih'ii, and heard evidence to iiiegitiinatc the lalt child. 
^—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF CO.VLVIONS, 

Tuesday, No^jctubcr 24. 

THE CALL OF TJIE iTOUSE 

Occupied the attention of the members from four till eight 
o’clock, while Grangers were excluded, fcveial diwii<M's, or 
excufcp for aWence took place. At the corjiniencenieiit of 
this period, 

Air. Sheridan ilateci the manner in which the calls of the 
houle had lately been trifled with, and rendered almoll nuga- 
tory ; and the necMIity, in the prefent momentous crifis, of 
Kriclly enfoicing the rule, however unplcafant the talK. He 
therelore moved, t?liat the houfe fliOuld then be calkd over, 
and gave, notice, that he ihould move€Q repeat the call after a 
fliort interval. 

A debafvj aiofeon a motion that the houfe be called over that 
day fortxfight, and an amendment being moved, that it be 
called over on Widay fe’nnight, it was carried in favour o£ 
the call on thi.s day fortnight. 

Sir IF. Dolhen rofe to make a remark on the fubjeft of the 
order .of -the Houfe. He faid, that the cry of hear ! hear ! 
had lately been fo often and fo loudly vociferated, that he was 
to a great degree prevented from healing at jHj he there- 
fore hoped the Speaker would ufc his authority in maintain- 
ingnvp^re ordefin that refpeii in future. 

Mx,'(drey prefented a rKtition fiom Newcaftic, agamft the 
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trills (icpcndiP.g: in the houfe, f:gncd, a» he obferved^ by near 
300?. p.-rfons, ncl obc n'ned in the moft unexceptionable man- 
iicr ; J)o i;rh! lie iiiiv!ci 4 lt>.>d, tliat an oppollre petition had been 
procnrt'c’, bv means wliicii he knew to haVe been, in fon^e 
inuanccs, liighly irnpioper. One peifon in particnlai'j 
\v!;o h.iu figned tlic pctiiion for the BiJls by miftakc, had, he 
undc! ilcKvf, not been avowed to eraze his name ; he ui.der- 
flood aiiu Liat mail} otiiers had iikcvvife ligncd the wrong 
petition. 

ivVt. ErandUrt'i anfwered, he Ind received fcveral letters, 
extracts from which he read, Hating, that very unbecoming 
aids h 'd been ufed in procuring the petition agfiliiiH the Dills 
prefented by an honourable gentleman (Mr. iCirey), and he 
proceeded to read a hand-biJJ, inviting the meeting, wherein 
it was frated tliat the county of Middlefex, the c-ty‘of Welt- 
minfter, and the city of Lon Ion, the borough of Southwark, 
and a!t ihe incrchants, b *nk(*rs, injd traders of London^ wdtn 
fc.ircidy an cxcenfion, Jiad alreadv let tlic example to tlie 
count! y, of iigning a petnion ag. infl: the Bills ; the hand- 
bill, r.ev'erfi'cleif, v/wS dated aiid c i’-cuiatccl in Ncwcaftle the 
very fame on which the eirlicltof the petitions In or near 
the meti'ipoi.s of which it made mention, was brought for- 
v.'ard, and many days before tl)c mctting in Middlefex to:?k 
plfice. 

Mr. Grey admitted there was fonic anticipation in thus 
Hating the pi-litions to have been already carried, which the 
write r undoubtedly ought only to have fpoken of as likely to 
be carried. 

'Wn «^r<7/ (foicrvc J, that the people of New- 

caitie were not only inifinlornicd as to ihc facL vvhdch, had 
been mentioned, bui it ap')caicd thit ihcy^^cic ctpially miiiii- 
formed as to t-'e iiate <;f thccxdtinc law of trte countiy, and 
as to the enaciment'- of tiic Bills agiinft whfch liivy petitioned. 

Other perifams were preftnted, and Sir CL Shuckburgh 
having infimatjJ r .at be eiJ not w-ilh 10 prevent Arrangers be- 
ing re-adinjtpjd inn; the gallery, after a few words from the 
Secretary a Vv^ ar, the gsliery W4aS opened. . * 

Mr. fox u^id the Char»ccilor of the Exchequer fcvcraliy 
p;rrced )n tnc p; oprietv^ and necelhty of this procce ling, and ' 
tne call accotdingiy took place, A moil unprecedented num- 
ber of ablcntees were Lt dov/n as defaulters, many of -whom 
hr.d frnt no cxcufes whatever, or taken the Icult notice of 
the call, 

g||t eight o’cV»ck Hrangers were admitted into the gallery ; 
buWbmc no'i.'e terry made, oecafioned principally by the anx- 
ieiy o* ;^^'Lvii3 10 cDiam icaL;=, as the avenues had been cx- 
; • • tremdy 
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trenidy crouded all the aHernoon, Sir George Shuclcburgh 
moved that the gallery ihould he cleaied. 

lihf^ Speaker ftated that a motion oF that- nature having 
been macie, it only remained for him to deflre the Serjeant to 
clear the gallery. The gallery was accoidingl v cleared. 

the flrrangers being turned out, Mr. Sheridan vindicat- 
ed them froni any intentjon of difrcrpcci: to the lioufe ; ftated 
the great length of time they been waiting in the lohhy^ 
and ufgcd the ill appearance itHvould h-ive at YucI) a f rilis* 
and when fuch a fuhjeet was in difcu.lv.m, Ko rheir.fdvcs 
up and exclude the pnnlic from even ijear ^-g theu* proceedings. 

About h'fti paft ihivj oViock ftiangc»s> vvere ngiiin admit- 
ted. At thJtt. time, 

Air. CiT'reS dciehded the proceedings of the mcx-ding of the 
1 ' rctiioiderf. lA iViiddififex convene-.t at -y, than which, 

he laid, lunhiiVi coulvl he rnoic cuYte: *’/ -nd :'j::idar: as a 
procY ot fhis ald-:ti()ii, he dchicJ to refer to ineinhers of the 
county, 'vho were prefent. 

Air. /hk’A. laid, the meeting of the rcunty of Adid- 

dlrfex had convci!':d in co'hetjueiice c/i a r. cpiiiitlon^ 

liigned by many rei'pediablo cliar.iclcrs, anum.g vvhotu were fe- 
vered ot In.Ii laiilc. 'Y'i*e novelty of the ipc. tael ’ of fo many 
noblem- n u lualing in ;;oi)uiar meetings h.id probiblycort- 
trihutcd to collect a great conrourle of people. 'Two noble 
dukes, who were (lic bclievv-d) not ild.rs, h.\J addrelled 

tb.e meeting, and were he.irvl vncli .gieat .'oLcr.i.io'i. In at- 
tciupiing to I'pealc upon the fubjrel of the meeting he had not 
been li> fortunate, having been repeatedly inteirupU'd. He 
had cnclu.ivourcd to ftate his difa^/probatioil of two of tiic 
ciaufes in. one of the j but when h-e witlv^d to expreis 
his convhition of the propi icty e.f fonie fuclf mcrd'urcs, h:.- vi-as 
not a-Ic'.ved to proceed.' Anotiicr gentleman, wdio attended 
the meeting fooppolc ti c petition^, was in the func fituation y 
and there did 'not appear to him to be a candid difpjlltion to 
cpmvai's the hi-frrY'ls with fairm is and irnpartiahty. 

rShV ir, deel.tred he felt a conli durable degree of 

furprire, on hearing that the numerous attendance mentioned 
had been alcribed to the’ novelty of peers and luembers of 
parliament appearing rn futh occafioi.s, and was proceeding 
to ftatc the great number of Peers, which he had known pre- 
iL'iit at a county meeting, when 

Tiic Speaker reminded the hoiifc, that this conve^fatioh 
wa''> irrelevant to the queftion then before them. 

'I'he queit ion before the houfe was. Whether the petition 
from the town of Ncwcaftle, againft the Bills now pending 
in parluinient, fliould lic on the tabic ? 
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Mr. Byf?g faid, he was forry tjjat be was precluded from 
replying to his honourable colleague, had that not been the 
cafe, he declared he would have told him, that the geiitlernen 
who interrupted' him during hrs fpecch at thejneeting, were 
the very fame gentlemen who had returned him to parli- 
ament. 

PETITION FROM THE MERCHANTS AND RANKERS. 

Mr. Erjhine fiid, that he hSd in his hand a piece of parch- 
ment, which he would not (lyffe a petition, but, in compliance 
with a phrafe employed by an honourable gentleman, call a 
fomething. Mr. EuKine was about to read the title of the pe- 
tition, baton opening the folds of pare iiment, fic^Mnd that }jc 
had taken up one which did not belong to him, which occa- 
fioned confiderable mirth. Mr. Erficine faid, that when th.c 
houfe was bdet with pftitlon?, in greater number from all 
tjuarters of the country than he liad ever rccolIe 61 :cd to have 
been the calc on any former occasion, agaihft Bills of fo 
alarming and deftrutlh VC a tendene Vi it was not furprifing that . 
he fliould commit the miftakc. He had intended to picfent 
the petition without any comment, or previous obfervation,- 
thinking it the bouiidcn duty of the reprefe.malives of thepeo- 
.pic to lay their c< inplaints before parliament ; from the ca)u- 
minous and invidious " remaiks which it was at this time 
cuftomary to make on petitions of a fimilar nature, he how- 
ever found it necefnry to fay fomerhing. He had received it 
from the peifon whofe name firR appeared in the fubferipr- 
tion to it, and'*^v.'ho had been chairman of a meeting wdicre it 
had been adoptedjwhile fuch meetings were yet lawful, or allow- 
ed to be held. It had already been anticipated in the couife of 
the evening, that this perfon was m itiicr in tiaJc, nor a native 
of this country. With refpedfc to thefc points, hc could not 
take upon himfelf to decide. He knew the gentleman was 
the brother of a moft rcfpeclabic pc; fon whom he had oc- 
cafion to kr.ovv, nnd he had utiderRcoJ him to be his partner 
in. trade. It had likeivife been Rated that this ]K‘ticion could 
not be fiyied the Eatltiori of the J]ankuh of tin- j^iry of Lon- 
don, as no individuals of that defeription had fubferibed it. ■ 
Whether this W'as the cafe or not, he could not tell, nor did 
he think that there was any particular honour or dignity an- 
nexed to the name of banker, which cculd have led the pe- 
titioners to afJumc it. He had firft looked at the language 
of the petition, in order to be informed whether the terms in 
which it was couched were proper and refpcdful to the houfcy 
ani fuch as a member of parliament might preTent w.ith cre- 
dit, and he foiu.d it in every w^ay fuitable to the dignity 
W thi houfe, ;.nd to the importance of the occafion.' It was 

finned . 
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finned by upwards of zgoO pcrfoiis. Uponhis 'being afkedi 
what was the title of the petition ? he owned he had been 
flruck with fome aftonilhment ; and on his anfwering, that 
it was a petition of the merchants, bankers, and others, of the 
city of London, to be told the fa£l which been infinuated al- 
ready againft the petition, and the perfons by whom it was 
fuhfcribed. He believed the character and the views, of the 
petitioners to be perfectly proper and conftitiitional, Mr. 
Waddington^ the chairman, to whom he had already alluded, 
had fome months fmee, upon the rumour of a threatened inva- 
fion, enrolled himfelf in the Southwark cavalry; and though 
nothing in fits character afforded any thing like room for fuf- 
picion, he had been difmifled from. the fervice, upon the fin- 
gle circumttance of having figned his name to an advertife- 
tnent, calling a ipecting to confider of the propriety of thefe 
Bills, which ftrike, as he would contend, at the root of the 
tonftitution. A fadl like that argued in the ftrongeft man- 
ner the mean and odious jealoufy of the men by whom thefe 
corps were direfted, of the condu£i of thofe who fhew them- 
fclves courageous enough to oppofe unconftitiitional meafures, 
and afforded a reafonablc ground of belief, that perfons of fuch 
fentiments were carefully excluded confidering the piirpofes to 
which they might be applied. He concluded with moving, 
“that this petition of the merchants, bankers, and other in- 
habitants of the city of London, be brought up.’^ 

Alderman Niewnham faid he meant no difrefpefl: to the Gen- 
tleman, whofe name flood at the head of the fubferibers .to 
the petition^ but he was convinced that the meeting did not 
(peak the fenfe of the merchants and bankers of the city of 
London. 

Mr. Ald» Lujhingtm (aid, he did not rife to objedl to the ho- 
nourable gentleman bringing up the petition, nor was he unwil- 
ling to allow it all the weight it deferved. The honourable and 
learned gentleman had undoubtedly adied conflitutionally irt 
prefentirig the petition ; he felt himfelf bound, however, to re- 
mark on the unfair influence ufed to obtain it; Many of 
the perfons fuppofed to have figned it, would, he faid, (hortly 
petition for the Bills ; and it would appear that the majority 
and far more refpedtable part of the merchants, bankers, ma- 
nufaiflurcrs; as well as three-fourths of the houfchplders, took 
no part in this buiinefsi It was at all times wife to advert to 
general principles ; he would afk, tbereforc, whether the fe- 
curity and diftribution of ppperiy, not univerfal fufFrage, the 
modern theory, did not forni the bai’e of the focial Hate, and 
isftf Jhe conftitutibu of the country? Such at leaft was the 
VoL. I. 1795. 3O opinloi^ 
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opinion.of our anceftors, ^ If the general :fen(e of the nation 
was taken on th^ Bills,, the AUerntan.laidi he pei-fuaded 
" that three-fourths of the people of property would botfbiihd to 
he favourable to them. Three'^iburths of the d^icrijition of 
perfons faid to have ligncd the ^tition, bad no doubt, y^ere 
of the fame kind ; and,, he ttufted, when the real petition of 
the banjkcrs, &p. fliould coflie forward, whith it foon would, 
that it would have all the influence due^to^it. 

Sir Benj€imm, Hammet faid, the petition Could not be ftated to 
be the petition of the banker's pf London, as no banker had 
been prefent at the meeting,; if the peeftfen was, diftovered 
not to have, the real fignaturcs <^‘thofe wbofc it bore 

as fubfciihers, the.Houfe, he. conceived, ought not to receive 
it. He declared hi tiifelf warranted to affert, that the perfons 
who figned this had figned other petitions in different places. 
ThcfaiSl undeniably was, that in the rriceting where the. pe- 
tition was agreed ,iipon, every mifreprefentatioh was ufed ; and 
while: the advocates for. the prefent petition argued for the li- 
jlierty of the prc’fs and fpeech, thofe, who differed Si opinion, 
,were denied the liberty of fpeaking. there, though nobody 
had anyperfonaldiflike to them. Be Imagined a right ho- 
nourable gentleman o'ppofite to him meant well ; bpt he. was 
free to fay, that if his ftrong and ardent fpccchcs atSuatted 
and inflamed, the public ndnd, he wou|d not^ be able to ©ppofe 
the progrefs of fedition excited perhaps unintentionally, by 
himfelf. Such was the cafe of Lord George Gordon in the ' 
year lySo* His Lordfliip , himfelf told him (Sir Benjamin 
Ham met) tliat he could not^reftrain the fury of the mob. He 
wifhed to warn * the right honourable gcntlcm’an againft fuch 
fatal confequences, he was requefted by his conilituents to 
pjrefent an humble addrefc to his majefty, praying that fome 
' inch regulations might be made for the fccurity of mbnarchy 
and the conflitution. He was fure the majority of the city 
were friendly to the Bills ; and he hoped the Houfe would 
not receive the petition before them as the fenfe of the 
, hankers of London; as he was certain that not a fingle banker 
figned if. . 

Mr. Serjeant jfdair faid be Ivould not difeufs the point, 
whether the petition w^erc, figned by the bankers, merchants, 
&c. of the city of Lon(io% from whom it was ikid to come» It 
J W^^nqii^h for him, th^^t it was the petition of a great tnatny of ' 
^ tllJPihabitants of London, who, whatever was their fi^uation, 
entitled to petiyon theJegiflature* Ke meant to advert 
;lat|[ie va|Lpi) of a learned gentleman, who faid that it had 
obtained 'at a public meeting, while fuch meetings were 
not No concluficnof that kind could juftly be drawn 

from 
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from any meafure dcpeepling at pfrefent in that Houfe, That 
circamftance, however, was onef of tfie miffeprcfentations 
which had been fo frequent. Nothing could be more clear 
than that the pending Bills woqld not take away the .light of 
petitioning, or afletnbling in fuch meetings* He did not fo 
much doubt whether the petition exprefled the true fenti- 
ments of the’ merchants and bankers, &c. as of the perfons by 
whom it was figned, many of whom might have been deceived 
by the fille account they, received of the meafurcs againft 
which they remonftrated. Such mifrepi*erentatioi;is of the prin- 
ciple and in^^^ion of the Btlls^ he f:aid, he would never (uft'.r 
to pafs withouf attempting tofcftrain and cxpoic them. 

mr. Fax faid, feveral things* had been bbferved and ftated 
in the courfe of the debate, which ought net to go unnoticed, 
Infinuatioiis qgairift the conduct of noble dukes appearing 5 t 
public rnectings, and the novelty of fuch behaviour had been 
thrown out^ The MiddJcfcx nieeting was not, he oSferved, 
the fiift inftance in which peers and members of parliament 
had tJiken, a (bare in county meetings.’ In Z780, m.eetings of 
that fort had- been frequent, and had proved highly uleful. He 
w^as conviiTced by the influence and fpirit they had excited, 
that they had tended to abridge, by at leaf}: one or two years, 
the duration pf a cruel and impolitic' war. Similar meetings 
had, on Various occafion^s, been held, and he would defy any 
man to deny the lidvantages that hafl rcfulted from them to 
the country. 

Alarms, it yiras aflerted, had been fpread concerning the 
tendency of the Bills at picfcnt pending in parliameiU, and 
that thefe meetings were calculated to inflame and itritiue the 
minds of the people againff' mcafores of noferious confequence 
to their liberties awd the conflritution. Was it poflible that he 
fliould forget the zeal and ailivity which had been exerted to 
fpread alarms without doors -concerning the tendency of his 
India Bill, One gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) Jn arguing againft that meafure, had boldly avowed, 
tnat he would employ every means in his power to fpread 
alarm among the people ; andf'^While he recpllfe6fed the cir- 
cumftanCe, it, was with the utmott fatisfadiion he recolledlcd 
the anfvtr^r h.< fhen returiJ^d, that it Was the duty ot every 
member to explain to bis cpnftituenrs, the nature of thofe 
meafurcs, by ^it^hieh they were to be affbded. Jn no fituatioii 
in which he had been phiced|‘ had be forgot gir ceafed to re- 
fpeft the right; of the t^'> invefti gate public affairs, nor 

divj he^attempt to check that difeuflion, when it threatened tp 
be unfyVodrable to the me^jfures which he propofed, and which 
he was convinced were advantageous to the country. He 

3O 2 dcchucd 
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declared, he confidered it, as a iymptot^ jt>f the decay of the 
principles of the confiitution, when> fincc the year jrjSo, fuch 
a revolution had taken place in the lentiments, and fuch an alte- 
ration in the iangti^aa:e of gentlemen uppp that important point. 

Wit|i equal aftonifhmcrtt had he heard the attempts which 
had been made to detra£l from the weight of that alnioft uni* 
vcrfai public difapprohation by which the Bills had been con- 
demned, It was roundly afferted that other petitions would 
come forward to countera6l the influence of thofe already 
prefented. Of that the Houib knew nothing 5 it W'as an ab- 
furd and ridiculous preference of fpcculation which 

it Vbas prefumpiious to indulge. A w»orthy aldcntian (Mr. 
Lufliington) had not only undertaken to anfw'er for’ the 
merchants and bankers of London*, and for his confl-ituents, 
in' contradiction to the pohtive vote of the Common Hall, but 
for three-fourths of the houicholders of the kingdom. ' Wheres 
were the fi£ts upon which this alTcrtion refted ? ' Were three* 
fourths of the houfeholdcrs of Weftminfter for the Bills ? 
Would the worthy alderman tell him that the fupporcers of the 
Bills had appealed to the parochial meetings with more fuccefs 
than they had appealed to general meetings ? . 

It was almolt incredible, he faid, that gentlemen fhould 
blind, not merely their undefftanding againft the reception of 
truth, but even againft the teftimony and dcn>onft:ation of 
their fenfes. It indicated a perverfenefs of mind, which wmuld 
hear, and fer, and judge of nothing that was unwelcome, and 
which, in fpite of thcclcareft evidence, doubted of every fa£t 
that was dilagrceable. Will they tell me, faid Mr. Fox, that 
three-fourths of the inhabitants of Weftminller arc not againft 
thefe Bills, withbut contradidUng my very fenfes? 

But it was faid, that the pppofers of the Bills i>ad been guilty 
of mifreprefentatioiK Be it (c>, for the fake of argumenr, faid 
Mr. Fox, They tell us, that other petitions will appear, and 
teftify a different fenfc in the people. This, at was a 

powerful reafon for delaying the prQgrefs of the Bills till thefe 
adtually were brought forward. It bad been faid by a learned 
friend of his (Mr. ^Segeanr Adair) that thefe very petitions 
did no fpeak the fenfe of thofe who figned them. 7 was 
at once, and without proofs up a particular caile, in- 

(Head of the general pt^um^kn. His learned friend (Mr. 
S^rieant Adair) ;had aCcufed hi$ learned friend, neat him of 
mifreprefemHig the fcope of the Bills, when be (aid that fuch 
a -meeting as that from ^which tlie petition was prefented could 
place where the Bill palled into a law. With the 
ogwpKlon he "had repeatedly given, be would plfeid ’^guilty 
accti&tion. He had Aared, he faid, that in fuch a 
|iiieting, no matter could be difcufled freely, or to any effe£f. 

Th^y 
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They mi^ht meet, no doubt^ but for how long a time ? No 
longer than till the magitt^ate thought or chOie;to appear to, 
thii^ that' ibmething impVopcr had been (Jone, on ^ which he 
might (lirperfe them, aiw^revont their coming to. any ^efoiution. 
It muft be admitted, therefore,'' that mo milintefjxetation had 
taken place ; but that it Was indubitably true that a fn|eti;ig 
in fuch a fitiiation is merely a iiominal privilege, and t* effi- 
cient IfTfportahce or utility of it is ehlirely done av/ay. With 
regard to the refponfibility of the magiftrate, a diference of 
opinion certainly Was entertained, • but none as to Ins right of 
ijiterfercncc. > Why then flatter or 'delude men wjih the idea 
that they haVe«thc right to meet and deliberate, when its e.v;r- 
cife depends on fo precarious a cifcumft.uice as the virt^uc or 
the caprice of the fuperintendihg magiilrate^ ? Was it ever 
fzontradifed that this was the cafe r WhiteVer might be the 
degree of rerponfibility, it was undoubted that the meeting 
might be (liflblved. ( Mr, Fox was proceeding, when he 
was Called to order and it was dated that "'.he argument 
into which he had gone was iriegular.] 

Mr. Fvx^ made an obfervatioii or two upon the call to 
order, and tben laid, that he (hould not trouble the Houfe 
farther than to declare that if it had been fu ppofed to have 
been Jitcrally dated by his honourable and learned friend, 
that no meeting could be held in future, that ruppofition 
was certainly unt'jiindsd j but ifit had hcen.fuppofcd to have 
been fiated that no free meetings could be' held in future, to 
mat ftatement he pleaded guilty. The diftinwtion was fo fri- 
volous, as to be wholly untvorthy of any man ot’ fenfe and 
undcrfianding. 

I'he Chanctllor of the Exchequer faid, anxious as he was to 
fhorten preliminary difeuffioh, that the debate might not be un- 
necclTarily prolonged,, and that the houfemightferrnthcmfelves 
into a Committee to difeufs, claufe by claufe, the ferious pro- 
vifions of the Bill, at w^hidi p jriod hp fhould call upon gentle- 
men to Chew how it could produce thofe dangerous confoqijences 
which had been attributed to ir ; yet whfcm fee heard the Right 
Hon. Geniieman (Mr. Fox) addrefs fc#hoh of his fpeechto 
him in particular, it was imimffiblef<jr him remain lilent 5 
morenfpcciairy as it was evident iSiat ith^fe preliminary dif- 
cuffions was intimately conneSed with the .merits of rb^ Bill. 
‘‘The Right Hon, Gentleman fays, that it i$‘ at'.Jjrefent 
the fubjeiS of complaint, tb'at he and his fneAds 4re' fpeadtng 
an alarm, and at the fame time he me' of a period 

(during the dlfcuffion of theEaft tkrdia Bill) when i wifhed 
to fpread au alarm I defire, fVid the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, diftiniSlly to ftate, that the ground of niv complaint 
is, iiot that any gentleman, who fees in the Bill what, to him 

appear 
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appear^ injunoiis ta the ']ib<^rtii^,Df this country^ Should with 
so arpufe thfe. attention and iis conftrtuents j; the 

complaint I have to lihate that any pethods be 

adopted to prevent life people bf the pountry from forming a 
fair and impartial jn4gmeiit rrfpedling thefe Bills, and from 
exprefling^their fenTe^f theni^ as the rtfuh pfthis itnpiartiaf exr 
aminalbn^ ^ 7'he charge 1 li^rgc agaibft thb.gentlemen in op- 
pofitipn to tbefe Bills is, 4rft# that 'the means they make ufe 
of forfpi^ing an alafch iamiffepferemation;^d,iecondJy^ that 
this alarming of the people isjatfempted for the exprefs purpofe 
of roufing if pra^/cabfej to a fpirit of reftftahee againft 

the Icgiflature, > with a view to overihrow thb A£t<? of the 
King, Lords and Con»moris,. m parliarrient aflembled; .and, 
inftead of the peaceable and conllitutional means of petition- 
ing, to ' cncourJf e the pcdple to refort to force, a language 
which, he believed, no individual in this country had ever 
held before, and which the Right Hon. Gentleman had, at 
leaft, in titled hi mfelf to honour of having introduced iniQ 
parliament itfclf. Of this we complain; nor lhall we ceafe 
to complain, ^hat thofe gentlemen who exprefs fuch peculiar 
anxiety for the intcrdls of the people^ for the welfare of the 
country, and fuch a regard for the privileges of parliament ; 
that ijmdej: pretence of attaphment to whig principles, they 
had apeded to maintain thofe;di<ih:pies which were judlfiable 
only under extraordinary circumftances, and t© lay them 
down as eilabliAted maxims foutided in truth and general wif- 
doni ; bccaufc ouf anceftors had rccoyrfe to refinance to a 
king, who aimed at the bverthrow of the national religion, 
who attempted to govern .without parliaments altogether, who 
was,, in fact againll: all law, and violated the conllitution of the 
country; this tcfiftance they confidercd as a. general rule 
of adiion, and in their imitation of the principle* were anima- 
ting the people; not to ah oppofition of illegal and uncon- 
ftimticmal exrrcifc pf prerpgaaVe, or a wanton difregard of* 
the laws, butto a;f^nftant^e of a l^w, though legally fanfiion- 
cd by th^ branphes of the tegiflature. I 

defy thefo gentlcitten to- &bw ^ 1% confiflency of fuch. 
condu<!S with » tl3fe''|>pi>cipl(?s^ a of thofe . whom 

they profefs to objei^s of their imitation,^ We 

aiib that the\,afaiihs attempted to.be railed 

have bfsseii by nleans bf tnift^efcntation/’ This the 
Exchequer Vki^PipIiScd in w'hat had 
’at;/fol^ ill the, North 'pr Eng- 

well as rie^ ; alfo in the language put 

mop of fOnSd of the petitioners againft the BiUs. 
Tb ofl^wcfiftlc'to figa the.petitibn pgsihlt 
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the Bill, it was affirmed^ that tW!^ rities li^r the Metro-' 
poiis^. had Ihet^ ^nd canieto^itWlar isfc^ucions/"^^ in fa<a, 
the meltitif Ws only about jlo be held m one, and to meeting 
Had taken place in, tfie other* A gentleman ha4 faidj that thefe' 
places had fince petitioned,^ which, though true, did npt render 
the reprefehtation lef^ falfe, atItW time it was made. ’ / ‘ ' 
Among other extraordinary petitions that had been-procured, ’ 
one had been brpiight up from thejourneymen taylorspf Lon- 
don; a petition^ which exprefsly;i|ated . that the joiirneymea, 
are under the neceflity of applying tp the Houfi? again ft the 
Bills, becaufe, if thej^ flioiild pafe into laws, it would make it 
for them to meet on matters relative to their trade. 
'rhis petition was not lefs ridiculous than malicious; it was 
notorious that the Bills did liot in any poflible view extend to 
flich meetings; ah evident Ihftance of the manner in which 
this and other petitions were procured. Sinjil/ir mifreprefen- 
tations had been employed to procure petitions from bodies of 
men noc in the fnal left degree a{fe£led by the Bills. A large 
and induftrious ilafs of people in thfs metropolis, fthe weavers,) 
a clafs with whom it was no. light mailer, to tamper, had hand- , 
bills diftributed among them, to procure, a meeting, wherein 
the alai-fh was attemped to be given, that fhoiild the 
it would be illegal* for them to meet, for an jnereafe of wages,j> 
he was 'happy to find that fuch a ^afe rniifreprrfcntation had' - 
proved unfuccefsful. It wasnbtwithftanding an ipftance of the- 
wicked and dangerous arts ufed tc? irritate the public mind and 
to provoke the people tofedition and treafon.” ' , 

Calumnies, he obferved, had been induftrioufly propagated 
in different parts of the, country^ ftatingithat the Bills went; 
to prohibit the meetings of private families, and, that thi right 
honourable gentleman had o^pofed th'^ Bi.lls on that grountj^ 
In the original opening of the BilJ^ it was true he had curfo- 
rily ftated, that one of the claufes went to prohibit meetings 
called together by public advertifement, for pplitrea) difeufiions, 
without giving notice lo a magillrate, if fo many above: the 
fl-aled number of the family weie prefent ; t^.-jeWfehow^’;©*' it ' 
was .propofedto omit. To fay that either of thkfc Bills went to 
prevent private families Mm meeting, without ^giving fuch a 
public advertifement, was neither more or * Icfs than a down- 
right calumny. The diicuflions which the BilU had uniler-f 
gone, had, in fome meafure, reftrained that freedom of mlfes-iy' 
prefentation. He Paid, however, that be bad been 
that at the meeting at Surry, it:had been ^reeJ, that a. iiieet-f 
ing called by the Sheriff' wo -Id have becawgal under the ope- 
ration of the Bills, though the iheeting being called in mat 
manner was a fufiicient anfwer to the obfervation. 


In 
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Ih fa£|t, fcarccly a day had pafled in which (bmc one of 
other of the jjentlemen in oppofitioti had not reprefented the 
Bill a*, a reftraint upon the right of petitioning the legiflature * 
nay, they had c:one farther, and ftated it to be an cpctinSImi of 
the right of the fuKjcdlto petition, although every man who 
had read the Bill, muft kc that it allowed all the extent o( 
petitioning by which our anceftors wefe contented to make 
known their wifhes or cOmpliints to pathament. Eveiy 
meeting convened by lord lieutenairs, t^ujidies rotulontriy or 
magiftiates, was exempted from the opciations of this Bill, 
and others weie (imply pnc imdei ceitain regulations, and by 
1)0 means pronounced illegal. He muft obferve, howcvei, 
that felf-created mcctinca were unknown to our ancestors ; 
meetings which have endeavouicd to propagate Ficiich re- 
volutionary principles, foimcd upon the plans of the Jacobin 
Clubs, and adopting their veiy phrafes of affiliated fo- 
cieties, &c. 

Another mirreprerentation, he faid was, that in proportion 
to the dXsietonaiy power which the Bill would give to a 
magifliate, ir was a direct irvaSon of the right of the fubjeci. 
When this chu.e canic to be diiculTed in the Committee, it 
would be a matter of wifdom to proceed with all due caution, 
and It migl t poflibly be amended. He had been told by an 
honourable gentle nxin opptifitc, that he h 'd knovim hfm long 
enough; lie mi^^t jay that the fame length ot tipie hid 
aftor<led him an 0 |pntuiiitv of ulfo knowing the honouiable 
gentleman, wno jwjinaps infvircd, nat the cagvii.tii> with 
which he had dcltndcd the principle or the Bill, coveiui a 
wifl) to introduce Tome modific itions ol its claulcs. Was it, 
he affeed, to the dilcredit of any mcmbci, vrho brought tn a 
Bill upon any matter of importance, that be either changed 
hisf opinion as to the propriety of fomc particular cl lufcs, or 
lubmittcd to the better judgment of oih'^rs ? W hen the 
houfc w^ert into i Coinmi*^tcc on tintclauk, '^nd wcie en- 
dravouiu g to check focin cs th’t mr i i be ua iptious to the 
conftitutioii, it wou^d, he was n nl) lo admit, be ulvifcdlc 
to leave as little as jiofijbic to thw rictj:;n oi the im^ii 
trate; even taking this ddciciioi *.ry p>\v<i a*' it now fto d, 
ihofe who had fnlt lioujh’' in the Bill, ia|o(cd to under 
the magiltntc »^eipoiml>lt for the (aliciIv of it, lie dc^^larcJ 
hirpfelf leidy to meet the ftcnnic of tb p ht honouiable 
geotleuMii, (h t tuough tiic ]>ill 1 not / k;<7 ^ tlcftroy the 
piivikgc of ho’ public meeting's, yet, in fid, it icndcrtJ 
the cxfereif of rhitnyhtin a <>u • dct>rc« aboiuve. "1 his 
nnchi wiiich wci r ^ on Uc afiiiuiptioa that there 

was 
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was no difference between the extiriftion of a right and thj 
regulation of it. What might be confidercd a%a fccoiW 
edition of mifreprefentation, he faid, had been mnnift-fted* 
A learned gentleman (Mr. Erfkine) had prefented a petition, 
faid to come from the merchants, bankers, &c. of the city of 
Tvondon, which ftated, that they petitioned the houfe, whiU 
they yet had the foiuer. He defied the learned gentleman to 
point out one word in the Bill, by which fuch a petition 
could be prefented or deemed illegal. 'Fhus an alarm was 
pretended, where there was nO ground to occafion it. 7 'his 
was a petition from the Bankers^ &c. of London, as they 
calh'd themfelvcs ; if it fhould turn out, that though they 
fj)e ak in the name c»f all the Bankers, yet no one Banker is to 
be found in the lift, what is this but another rnifrcprcient/ition ? 

'I'he Chancelllor of the Exchequer next took notice of what 
had fallen from anotiier learned gentleman, (Serjeant Adair) 
though be agreed wllh him in the mirreprerentation of the 
Jearned gentleman^ (Mr. Erflcine), he ccaftd not agreed with 
him, that If a petition was ftaicd to come from the Merchants 
and Bankers of the City, it madc^no d-ifterence whf'ther it 
had or had not the fignatures it fet forth. It was a »pccies of 
that rnifreprefentation v/hich he was lately deprecating ; and 
which, he was free to Ly, had excited moft of the petitions 
againft the Bills. He would aik, what pn)of the gentle^men 
on the otiicr fide had to fiicw of the fucctrL of their exertions, 
at a pciiod Vv^hen they faid liberty was at the gafp. From 
their common prctcnfions he owned he had little confidence 
in their aflertions. In fpite of all their clamours, that the 
power of expofing grievances or of oppofing attacks, was 
taken away, they w’ould find it caly to employ the fame ar- 
tifices againft .nny new incafure to which thieir . oppofition 
fhould be directed. The prefent Bill was rcprcfcntcd worfe 
than the prcccdinc:, ycr tliey ftill preferved the fame perfe* 
verance in oppofition, and the fame opporrututy of mifie- 
prcfciitation. He wifhed gentlemen to coiifider the. B Il 
claufc by claufc ; and tney would be forced to confefs, that 
wlule they gave the magiftratc every power of difperfion by 
the Bills, they were carefnry guarded, in order to preferve 
the conftitution inviolate. Every man muft fee, that if 
the mectirgs wc re not compcllctl to notify their aflcnibling to 
the magiftrate, the regulation could iwt apply to them. He 
concluded by faying, that if gentlemen coniidcred his argq- 
ments, they would I’ec that he proved dHlindly that the af- 
fertions of oppofition were the grofieft mifreprefentations, .and 
VoL. 1 . 1795. 3 ? that 
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that the two Bills were perfefily confifteat with old and 
conftitutional legiilations. 

Mr. Pox roll* to fat the honourable gentleman right as to 
his Ipecch at Ihu Surry meeting. He had faid iherc^ that if 
the. Sheriff’ had inhftcd that there was a majority on one fide 
while it was on the other, and had then left the chaii, the 
nature of the mcriing would have been changed, and it would 
have been expofed to the operation of the Bill, 

Mr. O)ij!ow fald, he thought it his duty to fet gentlemen 
right icrpeding the meeting at Epfom. It wms fitted, that 
. the meeting was convened for the expreft purpolc of petition- 
ing i'or peace ; and thus people were deluded, thinking that 
they gave their fignatures againft the war, vviicn in ladb the 
petition was merely a petition againlt the Bills Some gen- 
tlemen had aflerted, that the meeting amounted to four or 
live thoufar.cJ ; fo far from that being the true ftate of the 
cafe, he was convinced it did not exceed three hundred : and 
furely three hundred were not enough to ex'prcfs cither the 
fenib or nonfenfe of the county cf Surry, He was aware 
that, he might be afceci ho’w many were in his opinion com- 
petent to fpeak citlier. He declared he would not take upon 
Jiimfelf to fay; he barred that joke ; he belie^-edj however, 
that one- fourth part of them confifted of orators from Copen- 
hngen-houfe : ho judged them to be members of the London 
Corrt'fponding Society from their head-drefs, who had been 
deluded by -the mirrepicfciilai’.G;).-;, v.;;; h 1 \\ ■ ;;hr ud, 

and WMe told if they did not fign the agauift the 

Bills, that they would declare thcmfelveo enemies to peace 
and friends to eternal war. 

Mr. Op flow afkrted, that he knew nothing of ih." difinif- 
fion of Mr. Waddington from ibe comn’jand of the Surrey 
Corps of CaV '.lry, the odium of the pu.ifi'Fe, thererorc, if 
any belonged to it, aj pertai: cd not to IVim. 

Mr. Fox fnid, the honourab-c gcn^Ienmn feemed to enter- 
tain no very good opinion of the undcrfhnding of his coun- 
trymen, V, ben, ip. I'umming up the reafons that influenced 
ihcirvote?, he bad . li’ertcd that they had declared tiicmfllvcs 
for a mc'ifuie with winch they .were iinacquaintrd, iiltliongh 
the She: id' read thei'Ctition an*l Addrefi fix lii/ics over. 

Mr. began his fpeech with taking notice of the 

ebarpe wiiich iiad been in ’ ‘c of mifrcprcTctiiaiion on the part 
of t'le.fe (’ppi'ftd r.Ki before x\i? houfb. The Mmi- 
fler, he o! .! ^mplamcd oi the ffccchcs which had been 
rnadi uDi itPMn., and had complained that gentlemen, who 
1 kirii, iu.'ed that thefe Bijis did not leave to the pco- 
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pie the right of petitioning; that they had faid that all meet- 
ings.for that purpoie had been done away. I'hey had never 
faid fo; they had only faid that the effect which could be wifheJ 
to follow meetings on political fubjecls would be done away ; 
for that if any meeting took place, it was in the power of 
two niagiftrares to dillblvc thefe meetings at their difcrction. 
That by tliefe Bills, any meetings on the queftions of war or 
peace, on the condmil of the miniftcr, on the mifeaniages of 
his plan'^, on the nature of his projects, and on all points for 
which th.c opinion of the public could be ufcful to them in 
being made known to that houfe, would be done away by thefe 
Bills. On all thefe points, one of the Bills gave to the magi- 
ftrates the power, not indeed of preventing meetings, but of 
cliflolving them at pleafurc, under a pretence that the proceed- 
ings of the meetings, in the judgment of fuch magiftrates, 
tended to fedition. He would beg leave to notice the mifre- 
prefentations of a learned gentleman who had fpoks that night, 
as well as- the mifreprefentations of the right hon. gentleman 
who had complained, that refiftance was recommended to the 
people of England, if the Bills before the houfe pafleiJ into a 
law. He was ready to allow, with that learned gentleman^ 
that a meeting held by law, or convened upon legal notice, 
was not taken away by the Bill; he would however infift, 
that the people could not meet otherwife. Could that be con- 
fidercd as a tree and proper meeting, w'hich was undeniably 
under the check of an attendant magiftrate, who could, from 
his own furmife, inltanrly prevent it from difeuffing the ob- 
ject which had called it together, or diflblve it after it had 
entered into fuch dlfcu/Eoh? If the Bill palled, he was confi- 
dent that Engliflimen could not deliberate on the propriety of 
peace or war, on the expenditure of the public money, or 
the conduct of his Majefty’s minifters. I'hey could not meet 
to deliberate on any grievance whatever. He could fafely fay, 
when that Adt was palled, that it was no matter what BiU 
was brought in, what arbitrary law was propofed, fora com- 
piece dcfpotifm would then be nccefliirily eftabliflied. It had 
been oblerved, that after the palling of the Bill, a meeting 
might be held without public notice : he would admit the afler- 
tion ; but to what effect would that aflembly be held, when 
a magiftrate might prevent any of its members from uttering a 
Angle word ? 

For a moment he would fuppofe, that a meeting of the peo^ 
pic was held' for the purpofeof obtaining a Parliamentary Re- 
form ; were die right honourable gentleman a magiftrate, was 
it not evident how he would act on that occafion ? Did he 

3 P z not 
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not at a former period, when that fubje£l was meniioned in 
the hoOfe, declare that it tended to excite unfeafoiiable alarms? 
,And was not a declaration of 'that kind, from a perfon fo 
higii in power, a good fanclion for a magiilrate to fupprefs 
the moft refpcc table aflembly met for that puipofe? Mr» 
Waddington, a gentleman of unbleiv.ifliiccl chaiacter and re- 
fpccVability, whofe fignature ftood fird on tlie Petition pre- 
fented that night by his learned friend, had, on that very 
account, been exprlled from an nrnied aflbeiation intowhiclt 
he had entered for the (’e fence of his country ; and would not; 
the men who had fo illiberally exp. lied him for a difference in 
political ( pinion, take advantage of the diferetionary power 
given by the Bill, to prevent any meetings which had for its 
objedt a public meafure that might be unpleafing to them? 
This might, and moft probably would, be the cafe, if any 
number of peifons met for the purpofc of obtaining aPaiiia- 
mcntaiy Reform, iu the manner recommended fomc years 
ago by the'ininifler hinifelf. 

As the riiinifter hud complained of the effedl of mifrepre- 
fentation on the fubjedt of thel'e Bills, he would a fk, whether 
he might r.ot retort upon that charge ? It w^as natural, Mr, 
Sheridan faid, to conned! this Bill with that for the regula- 
tion of the affairs of thQ Eaft India (Jompany, formerly in- 
troduced by his right hon. friend (Mr. Fox). The author 
of that Bill had been grofsly niiircprefcnted upon, that occa- 
fion, by thofc who fupported the prefent miniftcr at the time, 
complaint of mifreprefentation came not ihercfoie wdth the 
beft grace fiom that quarter. 

'I he effedi the oppofition to thefe Bills had produced on the 
minifter was, he faid, fufBcicritly manifeft. It had already 
made him deteiTnine to lower his views 5 as was evident from 
bis having that night elevated bis voice; that being a pretty 
general indication on which the houfe might rely. Strangers, 
who heard the right honourable gentleman that night, might 
polfibly think, from his tone, that he was more than ever de- 
termined 10 purfue his plan with vigour ; thofc, however, who 
had frequently heard him, and who ktiew him better, drew 
from that circuniftance a contrary conclufion. They knew 
that, in proportion as he was lofty in his manner, he was 
finking in his intention; and therefore he, for one, fliould 
not objed! to attending the difcufiion of the Provilions of thifi 
Bill in a Committee, if to a Committee it was to go, in or- 
der to fee what fort of a thing the Bill was intend^ to be at 
He fliould not obji dl, he laid, to attending to this, un- 
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lefs the minifter fliould be unwilling that any of his opponents 
-ihould be witnelTes of his degradation. 

With regard to the degree of credit that was due to peti- 
tions from the people, and what was or was not to be con- 
fidered as the voice of the people, it was, he faid, a mattci;^ 
that called for obfervation. He was lorry that the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) was not in the houfe ; 
he had heard that minifter fay, that this Bill not to pafs, 

unlefs the fenfe of the people was clearly in its favour; all he 
wiflied for was that this declaration fhould be abided by v if that 
were the cafe, he was confident that the Bill would never pals 
into a law. Many petitions had already been brought in, and 
time ought to be given in order that the houfe might fee how 
many would be brought on both Tides of the qiiLu'tion ; he was 
confident that, if that rule were obferved, the red fenfe of (he 
people would be found to be fo ftrong as foon to put an end 
to fuch meafures. He gave n{)tice that he fliould himfelf 
prefent a petition from the Ward of Farringdoii-without, 
iigned by 17CO perfon?^, who, as he underlloovi, made one- 
fixth of the whole city of London ; and many other members 
had petitions from very numerous bodies of men fioni diffierent 
parts of the kingdom. He faid this, becaufe he had heard 
from fome w*orthy magifirates, that a great number of petitions 
-would come from the moft refpcdahle houickeepers in the 
kingdom in favour of the Bills; and he could not help^ob- 
ferving on what had fallen from a worthy magilhate of the 
ciry of London, (Sir B. Hammer,) who had faid, that as wc't 
might thefc Bills be Lid to be an infringement on tltc right of 
petition, as that hanging a man for forgery was an infringe- 
inent on writing. Had that woithy magifiratc talked of the 
abiifc of franking, he might have been liilencd to with more 
attention, for Ji w'as a fubje»ft on which, as the -houfe well 
knew, be had fome experience. He next took notice of 
what had b<cn faid by another worthy Alderman, (Mr. Lufli- 
ington,) v/ho had introduced a topic, which, in his opinion, 
ought to be ilepiecatcd in that Houfe, becaufe it’inight lead to 
infinitely bad confcquences : lie meant that of making a dif- 
iindtion between petitioners on account of the weight which 
was due to property ; that it was property, and not numbers, 
that gavQ weight to petitions. This was a wrong principle 
to be dwelt upon in the difeuffion of petitions in that houfe, 
nor was it univcrfally followed by thofe who were the moft 
jeady to introduce it. He ftiould be glad to knovi^ wheclier 
an honourable gentleman, (Mr. Mainwaiing,) vvbo had com- 
plained of the treatment he experienced at the mt -vUMg of the 
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county of Middlefex, if the cafe had been reverfed, and he bad 
been joined bv the majority of the meetinjr, and the noblemen 
who attended had been againft him and ihc majority, in their 
fentiments, he then would have faicl any thing on the fubjedl: 
'bf property? In fiH, thofe dilHnclIons between wealth and 
, indigence,* in conildoi ing the merits of petitions, were falfc: 
and foolilh. 'I'o c:y up the confrquence of property againft 
numbers, or to make a diftinclion between the owner of land, 
and the imiullry aiVl labour of thofe who render it fertile, was 
a bad policy in that houfe, when any appeal was made to its 
juft ice in the form of petition. 

Sir Benjafnln LLimnict rofe to explain. Sir Benjamin faid, 
he did not mean to reflcci: on the proceedings of the Common 
Hal, nor to 11 /.te more than that the Ipeakbrs on both fidcs 
were not liftcned to wdth equal p'.it ence and attention, 

J'hc Attorney General began with repeatiag what he had 
taken the liberty to fay upon a former evening, that the more 
the pC(;ple examined the Bills, the better fatitfied would they 
be with them. 'rhough it had been called a‘ villainous 
bypocrify to fiy that they were intended to feciire the rights 
and liberties ol the people, he perfiftcil in that aflertion, and he 
conceived that his learned friend (Mr. Erflcinc) had either 
not read the Bills or if he had read them, that he did not 
undcrftanJ them, ror the bankers would have as much power, 
altct they wtic pallid, to aflemble upon any public bufincfs as 
before. 

With refpciif to the means by which the petition was ob- 
tained from Ncvvcadle upon "i yne, he produced a hand-bill of 
jrultation for that purpofe. lIis learned Licnd (Serjeant 
Adair) had declared, that he thought the title of a petition 
but of little confequence \ in which opinion he dilrered from 
him, and eoutencied that the petit i«Mi was ilierchy one l])ccies 
of impolitton or mifK-prefentatiun, hat i-biil was 
^iiioiber calculated to produce tl.c* fane cfteCl. lie rc- 
membcicd that he formerly received an anonymous letter from 
Ireland, directing his attention to a ncwljapcr full of ad- 
vertifements, as a tell of the general fenfc of the people there 
upon feme public mcafure, and that when he read the ad- 
vertileinents, be found that various meetings w'eie held in dif- 
ferent paits of the kingdom all on the ftime day, which v/as 
the i 5th day of fomc month he did not recollcdt. In the fame 
iltanncr was the extraordinary coincidence and co-operation 

which the petiiions from the diffeient parts of Great 
Britain were at the fmie time procured. He read the 
band-bill publifl:ed at Newcaftle, which lh:cd, that it was 

with 
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with great fatisfaSion the people of Newcaftle were informed 
th^t the two Bills at prefent pending in Purliarnent had ex- 
cited an alarm in Middlef^x and Weftminfter, &c. See. and 
that the merchants, bankers, and traders of J.ondon, were 
almoft unanimoufly determined to petition Tarliamcnt on the 
fame lubjeef, 'Fhe town of Newcaftlc had, in conlbqucnce, 
followed, it thought, the great exani pics of fuch .ppfpebtable 
places , but he doubted not that it would licreaftcT exprefs its 
ciifippr. '"‘ation of ftatements fo inaccurate and incoiTC(5f. 
I'he h.'jnd-bill further jftated, that, contrary to the fifth article 
of tlic Bill of Rights, the* .Bill which, with a country inaccu- 
racy, it rcprcfcntcd to be brought into the Houf: of Commons ' 
by Lord (jicnvilic, would notallow any meeting to be called 
independent of tlic prcfcncc, perrnifiion, or authority of a* 
minilier or magirtratc; and that any perfon convidled upoii^’ 
that Bill, washable to a fentcncc of tranfportation for any 
number of years adjudged, at the p/caju-'e cf the conr^^ iit 
Italics.” 7'he v/riter of this hinid-bill, in quoting a pallagc 
of that Bill, had either purpofcly or unwittingly h)rgottcn the 
words mtiVicmifly and ailvUtdlj^ without which no charge of 
treafon could be ilibftantiatcd ; and in the explanatioij of the 
Clianccllor of the hxclicqucr’s Bill, it was mifrcprcfjnted that 
ail meetings for the rcdircfs of grievances were thereby de- 
clared illegal, iinlds aiithorifed by a certiin number of magif- 
trates. Lord Guruillc’s Bill more clearly defined trealbn, 
although it liaJ cre.it .fl no new inifdemeanfmr ; therefore the 
quclHon fc-r iiie honf: fo confider was, wherher inch a Bill was 
r.cccHary, juit and pro|.cr, and whether it w'lis proportioned to 
the nccelFuy which would be t!ie fubjedf of future difcufiion? 
He fiibinitted it as his humble opinion, that enormous 
grievances did at this time cxilr, which the law could not as 
ic a: prefent flood, red refs ; it he were wrong in this opinion, 
he fhould throw cjfF w'hat he confidered as his duty to fupport 
them. He allowed iliat petitions ought to be treated with the 
utmofl rcfpccl, come from whom they W'ould ; for every 
EngJifh name was an obligation upon that houfe ; tliough it 
was the duty of that houfc afterwards to examine the objctits of 
the petitions, and decide on their propriety. For his. own 
part, he fhould be happy, if any particular claufes could be 
modified, or rcjcdled altogether, provided fuch rellridlions 
could be retained as the important necefiity called for. 

Sir JVatkin Lr.ves declared, that fo much had becn^faid ref- 
pebting the city of London, that he thought himfelf at liberty, 
in the abfence of the Lord Mayor, to declare for himt ids 
opinion of the late proceedings ^t Guildhall. He had no 

fcruplc 
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fcrpplc in laying, that, on that occafion, the fenfe of the 
livery fairly taken, and that a majority were decide4ljf 
againfl: the Bill?. He remarked, however, that ijie livery 
were only the repreientatives of the freemen of London, and 
that the houfc could ]io moie judge of the opinion of the fice- 
iHcn from the refolutioris* of the livery, than they could afc'^r- 
tain upon all occafions> the fentiments of the livery, from the 
votes of ihg reprefentatives for the city. If the houle were 
eager to take advantage of any informality, he thought they 
were furnifted with it in the title of the petition which had been 
moved to be brought up for reje»5fing it, as it pretciid^’d to he 
what it really was nor, a petition of the merchants and bankois 
^cf the city of London; a clrcamftancc, however, which the 
generofity of the houle, ever indulgent to the complaints of 
hthetr conftituents, he was confident would be willing to over- 
look. 

Mr. Gny declared he found bimfelf called upon by perfonal 
conlideratjons, to fay a few words, at a time when he cer^ 
tainly v/as not much inclined to intrude himfclf upon the 
atten:ioi) of the houfe. With refpeft to the petition in quef- 
tion, he confefled, he did not know whether or not it was 
ligned by any Bankers in London ; but of one thing he was 
confident, that many rcfpectiible Bankers had attended at the 
iriecting at which the petition was votCvl, The mifreprefen- 
tations with which the oppofers of the Bills had been charged, 
and the reflexions which the learned grjulcman had taken an 
opportunity, in confequence of fuppofed mifrepfifentations, 
to throw out againfl the petitions which had been prefented 
againtt them, he faid demanded the particular attention of the 
houfe. Of a queftion on v/bich panics fo materially differed, 
as* to render the ilTuc fuch as to involve the falvaiion or the 
fubverfion of the conftitution of the country, it was not im- 
poffible to make very oppofite reprcfcntatiojis; and thefe it 
was natural for cither party to charge as miffeprefentations on 
the other. The right honourable gentleman (tlie Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) had boafled of fpreading an alarm about 
the India Bill, which his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) 
had brought into pailiarncnt: he would therefore afk him^ 
if there was no mifreprefentation of his right honourable 
friend on that occafion, in coiifequcnce of that alarm ? Was 
it not faid of his right honourable friend, that he wiflicd by 
|:he means of the Bill to place bimfelf and his connexions in 
js permanent iituation ? Was it not faid, that he wifhed to 
wreft: the crown from the prefent family on the throne, and 
to fccurc it for hitnielf and his heirs ? And was it not aflerted, 

that 
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that he wiflied to fv’ize upon the money belonging; to the 
Company, with a view to his own ptiv.Ue ag- 
gr^iatflizciiient ? Did not the right honourable czentleman 
kno^V that Tiich things vverc r/»id ; and did h<‘ not kfiow 
10 be what rvf'ry fober thinking man niuft confider 
grof; and loandivoii^ nviVeprefentations ? Beenuf’e thefe mif-^ 
reprefbnt.itions went abroad, did t)v* right honoiirable/^genfle- 
man abate his oppofuion to the Bill ? In all cafes of a fiaiijar 
nature, there naturally would he fnifrepiefentatior> ; in the 
prefent inflancf*, he would be bold to that there bad been 
as great mifrcprcfcnt.ition on the-one fide on The ot!i:r ; fo, ' 
that balancing the influence of both, the opinions of the* 
people, as they were delivered, might he couiidered as an 
unequivocal tcllimooy of the fenfa of the country. 

'Fhe learned gentleman had, he thought, comp’ained with- 
out much ciiufe ; in the firft inftance which he luid adduced, 
the words malicioufly and advifcdly, which had been omitted 
in the h.uid-bdl, fummoning^ the meeting, were of very little 
imponatK'C, inafmuch as the jury, whatever was the law, 
never would, in their verdief, lofc li ht of the intenrio/i w'.th 
which the act was committed. With r?rpect to the'olhcr, 
that no jueecing could be held for perin’onijig parhanient, 
without th‘- pcrniiiiion and authority ot a maitithate, though 
the definition was iioc «j ivt a with ad the accuracy of a fpccial- 
pleader, he conteiuled, ttiat this wa- inc lubLlauce ;andctfe£t , 
of the Bill. A meeting tnigiit indeed be co lycned, but its 
proceedings were cn ireiy under tue contioiiJ of a ni gillrate, 
who, by a t>’rannie<d and Capiiciou- mandate, might truftfate 
every pui‘pc>le for wiucli it was c.iiled. What, .;e would aik, 
^vas tt^ be done ii the lUeiilf jiuuiid refide to caII a meeiing? 
lie knew two iiiltanccs hi,nfJf, o.ic luJ l-aie)}' oc.urrrd ill 
N )itliu:nb. ilaiid, m \vh:cn uic hig 1 biurilY lor the couety 
d rc.hhed to cal! a rnectng, upon ap])lica(u)n madj to him* 
i’v oulu iC then h jitendedj ^hac Ciiis JJdl did nv>v. iiiirnigc 
tile right of pctiUomiij; ? ''i'he I’itjjects mi'^ht meet and pe- 
tition, ipJctd, aitd lo could the people uf Ruiiia, uud r ces .ain 
r. jcridioiis, fiuiilar to thofe which were uoouc 10 be iinpofed 
upon the pcojde of l^.nglaud. The pciition whicu h * h-.d p'e- 
fonted from the journeymen 7'aylors was anoLiier i.dUnce, 
their complaint of not he ng allowed fo meet, co » onfult 
about then vvagt s, way, be faid, founded uptui that claufe 
the iiill whii h prohibits all meetings whciVnuiney wms t^ken. 
In taking notice of what was bud by nis right honuurab.c hie^ftd 
(Mr. Fox) the preceding n ghf, he faid that upon inaiure deli- 
beration, he fubJci ibed lO every word of it. The nghi 
VoL. J. 1795* 3 Q, . able 



WOODALL’S PARLUMEliTAICY REPORTA. LCoimmprs. 

al^le gentleman had faid that he wifhed to (lir the people to 
refiftance againft the government, if thefe Bills be palled into 
law. What his right honourable friend had faid foiihtfcd 
on the pure principles of our conftitution. H[is Yentiments 
were taken from the verjr foundation of our revolution, which 
feated tbj prclent family on the throne, and if that be not 
true, thi^familyof Brunfwick were ufurpers. He would fay 
again,’ that if any mejiure, deftruflive to the rights and li- 
berties of the people of this country, be carried into cfTecl ; 
no mntter by what part of government^' but if any rncarure 
jof that nature be earned into efFcft, after the great ^ majority 
of the people bad pronounced their voice againif it, n filrance 
was juftifiable.— No funbesT did his right honourable rrieml go 
upon that occafion. He did not ftate that he wjflied to rouie 
the people to refiftance 5 he only faid that^ in fuch cafe re- 
finance would no longer be a quell ion of morality, but a 
queftion of prudence 5 but he did not, even in that caie, 
ftate himfelf to be an advocate for rerillance. He faid this, 
that it might not be thought that he was afraid of avowing 
what he had already allented tof and he would fay, that, he 
was*^perluaded, the more it was examined, the more it would 
be found to be confonant to the very foundation of that 
• coiiftitution which they all admired, and which was the.bcft 
leeurity of the fubjedl on one hand ; and on the other, the 
beff fupport to the throne on which his Majcfty was placed. 

Mr. Alderman Le Merrier rofc to fay a few words re- 
latiye to the Common Hall, refpefling which fome obferva- 
fions had been made. He was perfedly ready to admit, that 
of thofe who were prefent upon that occafion, a decided 
majority were againft the Bills before the houfe ; when he 
admitted that, however, he begged to make lome few ol fcr- 
. vaiions upon what palled there. He not only tb.ought that 
the fenfe of the Livery of the City of London was not ex- 
prefled at that meeting, but that the fenfeof thofe who were 
prefent was not fairly, taken. Thofe who ijpokc againft the 
Bills were heard with great attention and applaufcj but th6fe 
who attempted to offer their reafons why they were of opinion 
that the Bills Ihould pafs, were not fuffered to fpeak. Se- 
veral gentlemen of the utmoft rclpcflability, endeavoured to 
obtain a few moments audience, but in vain ; the inftant any’ 
one of them gave the leaft fynaptoms of an inclination to fup- 
port the Bills, a clamour was inftantly railed, and all attempts 
at rational argument . were fjlcnced^ Befide this, thofe gen- 
tlemen who had the good fortune to agiee with the maj<>jiiy 
Di the pbple prefent, in bis opinion, iBoft grofsiy miircprc- 

ftnted 
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Tented the nature and obje£l of the Bills ; as a proof of which i 
he would ftate an argument of an honoiu’able gentleman then 
ih hi$ ey^i who was prefent at that meeing: that’ honourable 
gentleman had {aid, “ That if thcfe Bills pafled, no book or 
pamphlet could be publifhed without an imprhnatur.** He 
would leave ir, therefore, to the candour and gQod fenfe of . 
the houfe, whether there was any thing in the Bflts which 
could be conftrued iiito an attack on the lififerty of the preft* 
buch indeed was the rnifapprehenfion of what^was piffiag, 
that when the Lord Mayor held up his hand, merely to en- 
force filence, he was fuppofed to be putting the queftion, and 
feveral people held up their hands accordingly. So convinced 
was he chat the intentions of the people prefent could not fairly 
be collcvSied in the iifual way^ that he propofed a poll or di-« 
vifion ; but, upon confulting the proper officer, he found that 
it was irremilar, and utterly impraiSicable to obtain either. 

The Alderman faid, he wifhed further to ftatc, that the 
Guildhall Was fo large, that it was impoffible for any man feo 
be heard from one end of it to the other ; nay, it was even 
impoffible to hear the officer put the queftion. Precautions 
certainly were taken to prevent any perfons but of tne Livery 
from entering ; and the regulation prevailed until the Hall 
was half full, after which he believed any perfons whb chofe 
were fuffi red to enter. He defired, therefore, upon the 
whole, to be underftood, as admitting that a great majority . 
of thoie who were in the Common Hall were againft the Bill 
in queftion, but that they by no means exprefled the fenfe of 
the Livery of London. 

Mr. JF. Smith explained, by ftating that, inftead of mif* 
reprefenting the nature of the Bills in the Common Hall, 
the worthy Alderman fiad mifreprefented him, for he argued 
only, that if thefe Bills pafted into a law, he ihould have 
every reafon to fear thatthe next Bill which fhould be brought 
into parliament would be for reftraining the liberty of the 
prefs, and fubje^ing- it to an imprimatur. He could not fup- 
pofe this niifreprefentaticn to be intentional, but attributed it 
to the confufioA of noife which the worthy Alderman com- 
](!)lained of, and which muft of courfe, have affefted his hear* 
ing. 'I'he mifreprefentatioa of any man’s words, however, 
before his face, were but of little confequcnce, he faid, a$ it 
gave him an opportunity to explain. He remarked as afih-" 
gular circumftancc, that all the reprefentaiives of the LiVery 
oppofed the rcfolutibnrf*t)f t^t very Livery by whom they 
were eledied. With regard to the petition which had caufea 
this extraneous debate, he faid, that although he was 

3 quainted 
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quainted only with a very fmall nun:iber of bankers in the 
city, and ftill Icfs lb with their fignaturcs, yet he knew fomc 
very well'; and he faw fubferibed to that petition about half a 
dozen' names, which, both chriflian and firname, were fa- 
miliar to him, and fo was the hand-writing ; and the names, 
he would be bold to fay, were nor written in fuch a hand 
as any banker fliyidd have caufe to be afhamed of. 

^Sir Bnjmin HanmoU to* prevent his being nii^under- 
ftoad, ftateJ^ that he had not (aid that no banker had figncd 
that petiiion, but that no banker had attended the meeting ; 
at leaft he’'bdievcd not. 

I'he petition was then rend and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Erjkhie prefenied a petition from upwards of 1500 per- 
fons living at Portf noulh and Portfea, and fiid, that if the 
Bills now' pending pals, the petitioners, whofe names he ex- 
hibited to the houl'e, could never appear to a fimijar petition 
aeain. An advantage, he faid, had been taken of'an expref- 
fion of hi?, uttered in )a parenthcils, when lametiting the 
innovations thrc<i:tened by the prefent Kills 1 he had fiid, 

W'hilft yet the right of petirionlag remains without intringe- 
inent of law.’’ In that expicllion he infilled that he had b<'cn 
ccrrecl : and it particularly applied to the petition before him. 
The Bill of Rights was, he contended, repealed by the Kills : 

' if petitions were to be prelented, how •arc they to be framed, 
debated, or figded, but ij,,^ineetings ? Was it pofiibie, he* 
would alk, for numerous bodies of per .pic to obtain looms large 
enough to hold a number of ptrfons without j)aying money 
for them, and were they not thus proferibed by law ? 'I'lie 
houfe, he obferved, h.vd been ti.e pieccding night employed in 
reading a whole book, in orch r u» j».dgc whether the wholu 
was or was not a libel, how then cr.uld a jullicc l)c aliowcd a 
power fo much greater than that houfe 01 judging of the fe- 
ditious nature of a fpeech before he had heard the whole of it 
to underlhnd the context ? Yet, in the former cafe, the 
houfe had deemed two days’ neceflary to ddibcnitc after 
perufalj and in the latter the decifion w^as to be made before 
the hearing. Such in fadl was the diferetion given to magif- 
trates, wdiich no piinciples could reconcile, and every day, 
he was perfuaded, of which would difplay the dangerand futility. 
What a fituation would the working f’aylor'^ be placed in, 
werp the Bills to pafs into laws, Bills which interfered with 
their means of employment, and the fupport of their families. 
Mr. Krfkine having read an extract^om a declaration of the 
London Correrponding Society, in which they difclaimed the 
dofiriue of an equalization of property, concluded with rt- 

" commending 
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commending a fyftem of lenity and mildnefs, inftead of a 
fyftem of feveiity and terror. He then moved,, 'l hat the 
petition be brought up. 

The petition was read in oppofition to the Bills pending 
in parliament. It was figned by 1544 perfons. Ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr, Mainwaring prefented a Petition from the United 
Society of Publicans in London, Wcfhninfter, Middlefex, 
and the places adjacent. The Petition ftated, that a Bill was 
pending in Parliament, which it. was underftood would inter- 
fere with the friendly Ibcietics meeting at the houfes of publi- 
cans, praying that fuch claufes might be introduced as rnight 
prevent it from interfering with the intcrefts of the petition- 
--lers, and begging that they might be heard againttthc Bill by 
counfel, if it fliould be needfary. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the publicans had not objected 
to the principle of tl.e Bilk, hecaufe they were under a fort 
of edntroul on account of their licences. He thought that as 
they had ptopofed to be heard by counfel, that pi;oceeding 
fhould take place upon the lecond readings and heforc the 
Bill went into a Committee; and fince 1: appeared that the 
right of meeting f t friendly fublcriptioiis, and the purpofes 
ot trade, weie to leinain wholly and untouched, hewilhed to 
know whether means would be taken to latisfy the' people 
upon it? ' ' 

^rhi: CbanrcIlor of the Exchequer faid, that he (hould never 
attempt to introduce any alteration in the laws to afFeft the 
rights at the common clubs or friendly focieiics. As to the 
hearing of counfel on this peti-ion, he conceived that the pro- 
per tia;c would be when the Bill come ouyof the Committee 
upon the report. 

I'lic 5 /w/'c;- obferved, that counfel was only . propofeJ to 
be heard if necclliiry, and therefore, after the J]ill invi been 
in a Committee, it was not too late for the ominion or intro- 
duclion of any claufe which the petitioners nmght require, 
nor even for the recommitment of the Bill. 

. The following petitions were alfo prclbnted againft the Bill. 

7'he petition of the eicclors and other inhabitants of tlie 
borough of Southwark, by I^ord V/illiam RulVell. 

T wo petitions from the inhabitants of the town and neigh- 
bourhood of Manchefter ; the one figned by 4303 and the Other 
by 6ooo.perfons. .. 

A petition from tile city of Coventry, figned by 2350, 
perl'oiis. 


A peti- 
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A petition of the merchant«^, manuf liiiirers, traders, and 
other inhabitants of the town of PaiAey. I'hefc four Lit 
were prefented by Mr. Fox. 

Mr. Sheridat^ prcfented the petition from the Ward ofFar- 
wngdon Without, the fixth part of the whole cit^ of Lon- 
don, figned by 1 700 perfons. * 

The Order of the Day was then read. 

Mr. Grey gave notice that the motio^i which he had an- 
nounced for Monday next, he ihould^defer to Monday L’n- 
night. 

The Qlancellor ef the Exchequer then moved for the read- 
ing of the orders of the day, when he piopof d that the Iiill 
for preventing Seditious Me iings and Aflemblics ihouid be 
comrxiittcd*for the next day (thiS day^) and the Bill foi th^- 
Safety and Pielervation oi his iVlajclly’s Perfon and Govern* 
meat, the firll open day. 

Mr. jpdA’ faid, that th'' Aimy Efl:iinate<» were to be taken 
into confidcrati m on Thuifda) ; when ' 

^ he Qhancellor of the h,\cbequi,r in 01 meJ the hoiife, th it 
as the bliflneis had bi en wo day*? deranged, he fliould poft- 
pone the cbnCdcration <»f the Army Idfimatcs, as will as 
every other queftion, until tnc^c Bills were fi iilhcd, md ac- 
cordingly annotnsed the commitincnr of the Bill foi the 
fafety of his M jelfy’s l?erlon, &c. on Friday next. 

Adjourned at half paft t 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wi PNFSD^Y, 


vemltr 25. 


The HouP*, in Committc*s, went tbiouj^h the Bills foi 
preventing the making ol Starch, Hair Powder, from 
Wheat, and for preventinj: the Export »tion of boap, Cin- 
dies, and Tallow, and for permitting the Imp-irtation of the 
fame, duty free, for a liroiiel uinc. 

The Report of Wakeman’s Divorce Bill vvas brought up. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

WfiDNESPAY, November 25. 

The Farnborcugh Ro^d Bill was read a thud time, and 
palled. 


RLUEF 
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RELIEF OF THE POOR., 

Sir JVtUiam Young gave 'notice of his refolution on fpme 
future day, to iiiove for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the 
employment of the poor , in their own houfes, ,The hon. 
Baronet ftated generally theli^dfl^ips which they now iufFered* 
and the neceflity ^ f a lavy to the ejfteft’ mentioned. , 

Mr. Whitkyfnd^ jun. applauded the honourable Baronet for 
his humane inteiuu ns. He was glad that the fubjefl had been 
brought Forward, as it afforded hina an opportunity of fubmit- 
ting’ to the confideiiation of the houfe another motion for the 
Relief of the Poor, of w’hich he had on a former day 
notice. His motion, he fai l, would be: for leavP to bring i;pl 
a Bill to explain and amend a ftatute pafied in the fifth ye^ 

of Elizabeth, to enable the magiltrares in their feVeral coun« 

ties to regulate the price of labour. This A6l would not, he 
faid, operate to any prejudicial altercation in the price of la- 
bour; it would not go to enforce the magiftrate to a£f in 
oppofitioi; to the emergency of the times; it. would not deftrtqt 
any of the cxllKng ilatutes refpedling the regulation? for the 
poor, but merely empower the magillrate to grant j:hat relief 
which ill his wifdom might feem meet,, as the occafiori might 
requue. * , 

After lamenting the hardfhlps which the poor fuffered, Mr» 
Whitbread concluded by moving, for leave to bring in a Bill 
to amend and improve fo much^f an Aft of the 5th of Eli-? 
yabeth, as rcl.iccd to the rcgl|||ons, in order that the price 
of labour might be fixed in fhoil'di ft rifts at the quarterly fcf* 
fions, ac.iefMblv to the tenor to be mentioned in the bill. 

Mr. Ho::ryi'.ood fccondcd the motion/ 

Sir /'vA-; Rous obftrved on the importance of fuch a BUI* 
ar.d L.ivl he \/a-> happy that the hon. gentleman meant to 
h»'iug i: hx wai j fo loon. The Juftices of Peace, at the 
fj^'arter Sclhon^, in his county (Sutfollc), had recommended 
fomcrneabiixS to liini and his hon. colleague (Sir Charles 
jJunljui y) upon tiic fubjeft, and they had accordingly had va*- 
rious meetings upon it, the refult of which was to proportion 
the laboureis’ wages to the price of corn; but th«re was one 
• ftrong obieftion to this plan, which was, that it vioiild be 
impraciicaid'j for one Bill to anfw^cr the purpofe all over ihe 
kingdom, as the price of prjviiions and.labour fo greatly va- 
ried in dificrent counties. He was excccdihgly glad to fiiijil 
that the Bill prt-poffid by the hoii. gentleman would obviate 
this inconvenience^ and promifed to I'upport it. 
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Sir Charles Bunhury rofe to confirm the declarations of Jjis 
collca^ziiic, rcfpc'Hing their meetings, for the redrefs of tliis 
libouring parr of the community, apd was no Icfs glad than 
him to find their dcfigh antit:ipat;ed by the hon. gentleman. 
He thought it would liave been beUlcr, if fomc voluntary regu- 
lations had been made by the ernpioycrs, but as that was not 
the cafe, it r might be neccflliry that that power fhould be 
affumed by the legiflature. 

y[x. Charles Dundas faid, his. experience Induced him to 
believe that it was jmpofiible for the honourable gcmlcmen to 
obtain the objeiSl they had in view. T'hc magiftrates, or the 
houfe, bad it notin their power to affix a price to huil>andry 
labour, in, the power of the farmer to pay, that would, during 
the prefent fcarcity and high price of corn, enable a labourer 
to buy bread for himfelf and his family, fuppofing cach famuy" 
to hayC) on an average, four children. 

Sir William Youn^ fald, he thought the objccrion of an 
honourable Baronet (Sir John Rous) would be done away by 
the diferetionary pow’cr it was propofed to vefl in magiftrafes 
for ijegujating the price of labour. They Wi>u!d, no doubt, 
take into Mheir.confideration not only the price of corn, b(it of 
every other kiiid of pruvifions, and .make ihcir icguhiijous 
accordingly. 

Mr. //'%^rfi7.Vjun..agrccd to adopt any fnggefiion that 
could render, his purpofe more cfl’eitual, and to correct an 
obfervation of one honoiirabi|^entlen!an fSir Charles J>nn- 
bury,) he ftated, that in parts of tiic kin^ dom the 

farmers d»’.d not deferve any'niitmc, as thjv had \(ilu;ua j;y 
increafcd th.dr labnurers’ wages, although thoy wtoe unji^l:. , 
confilicnt witli thvir own iieccmir)^ profits, fiom the cnlt'v.i- 
tion of t.'icir fjinis to raifcMli.^in prop..ri;on .tely to ihj price 
of corn. He obferved, moreover,’ that iio'v\ c\'cr IuhtiU tiie 
farmers might be, it was peculiaily diiircfiiri'j: tf) the h-boi rf r, 
who had toiled I’.ard (roin Monday morning to S.itmd.iv 
for the bare nieaiisr.f cxrltcncc, at lalt to be obliceM to be in- 
debted to the bounty of his maltcr for it. '*In oidin.n y time^ 
perhaps me em|;lo’,er is ind’^bttd to tJie lahomei, and there- 
fore, in tx^i^Oidinary timers it might he fiid the oblige.t.on 
Ihould be rcc*pr(.c.d. He wifhed, however, to Decide in be- 
hrdf of the labourer, and tiKrelorcin exlj a<*rdm-rv times, he 
’ fhould refer the icguiatton of wages to tin* magiltratcs of the 
diftrici, wliile in ordinary times the Biil lie Ihouid bring in 
would be merely a dead letter. « 

Mr. Lcchiv.cri' helfowcd mari3’' ruroiniums on the honour*, 
able gcnticrnaii for his motion, tic wa^i forry that it had been' : 

introduced 
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irnTWi^ed in fo thin a Houfe ; but, from the refpe< 3 ability of 
thofe who were prefent, he faid he was convinced that it would 
not be lefs effbfltual. He deplored the calamities refulting 
from the war ; calami ties which added incrediWy tO the mani- 
fold diftrefles of the poor. Every man, whO' 1 >rougbt forward 
any propofition for the rdief of the induftriouspart of the com- 
munity, in his opinion del'erved the applaufe of his^country- 
The labouring chifs of the community were the cultivators of 
the ground, and thofe who produced the fertility Which waS 
beneficial to fodety^; Mr. Lechmere declared that any mea- 
fure of the kind, not with ftanding that it rnight, in forne d^rec^^ 
afFedVindividualsj yet as ii aimfed at allcvutirtg the difti^ffis of 
the poor lliould have his hearty fupporr. . . 

I'he motion was then put, and carried nem* con* 

’-"“■Mf. IVhitbrmd^ Sir C. Bunhury^ Mr. Curi^en^ Sir John 
Rouiy Mr, Honefu>oody Mr* Sheridany &c. &c. were ordered 
to prepare and bring in the fame. 

CIRCULATION OF GRAIN. 

Mr. Ryder moved, that the Bill to prevent any, ob{tfu< 9 ;ioa 
to a free circulation of corn and grain might Be rekd ,a firffi 
time. i . , 

Mr. Sher}d:m faid the Bill might be a proper meaftire, and 
did not wifli to oppofe it on any particular principle, farther 
than what a conftitutional jealoufy warranted him to entertain; 
The laws at pfefent exiftiiig w^ljAe Conceived fully adequate 
to the ends propofed by the moved that the Bill be 

printed, in order to give gentlemen an opportunity of conil- 
dcringit. 

Mr. Ryder faid he was not in the lead furprifed at the jea- 
loufy of the Honourable Gentleman refpefting any meafure 
v/hich tended to prevent or ircftrain tumultuous alTcmblies ; he 
begged leave however to inform him, that the exifting laws 
were deemed inadequate, becaufe doubts were entertained whe- 
ther they could apply preclfely to the prevention of the ob- 
ftruftion to a free pafTige of grain within the kingdom, being 
enadlcd cxprefsly againtt obltruftions to the exportation of it. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that notwittxftanding the farcafm of the 
Right Hon, Gentleman, he had a right to be jealous of ever/ 
meafure which tended to increafe the penalties of the ftatuces^ 
and that the exercife of that right was perfectly conftitutional. 
He again declared that he bdieved the laws in being were fiiP 
ficienr to prevent any-*man, or body of men, from aflaulcin^ 
others in the carriage of grain, efpecially when they camic to 
force open the facks, and iteal the flour [rom them. 

VoL. I. 1795. 3 R Mr? 
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Mr. Ryder ^ in explanation, fold, that, the report of th*ti jaw 
officers had been printed and laid before the Houfe, ^'.id til that 
report, they had ftatcd it as their opinion, that the laws as they 
at prefent ftood, could not apply to obftruflions of an internal 
conveyance. 

The Bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Sheridan moved that tlic order fliould be difeharged 
againft fucih defaulters as appeared in their places before T,uef- 
day, December i, among whom were Mr. Honey wood and 
Mr. William Smith. Tlie orders were accordingly^ dif- 
charj;ed. 

The order of the day was then read for receiving the re- 
port of the Committee to preventthe dittillation ofTpirits from 
malt, &c. for a limited time. The report to be brought up.r 
PETITIONS. 

Mr. Sheri dm^ after a few inirodudlory words, prefented 
againft the Bills, a petition from the cordwainers, hatters, car- 
pentefs^ joiners, fmiths, printers, bookbinders, ftay makers, 
painters, weavers, &c. &c. of London, Weftminfter, and the 
Borough of Southwark, figned by 15,000. He faid, he might 
with confidence affirm that had the petition remained for fig- 
natures a few days longer, it would have been figned by more 
than 50,000 ; as the petition contained the real 1‘entimcnts of 
the people, and as the numb^rrof fignaturcs was highly refpcc- 
table, he thought the Houfe would not be difpoied to pay Icfs 
attention to it. Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sheridan took notict'^of ^ declaration made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the prefent Bills did not af- 
fedl the induftrious or working part of the community. The 
Hon. Geotlen an he declared was much miftaken ; he held in 
his hand a petition from the zvovking bakers^ which, notwith- 
ftanding tlie fhortnef^ of time allowed, liad already been figncd 
by 1000 of that induftrious and ufcful dcfcription of men.— 
Prefented, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sheridan ftated, that, notwUhftanding the obftaclcs 
which had occuretl, he had received a petition from the inha- 
bitants of Birmingham, figned by 4000. If time had been 
given, he was affiired that the lignatures would have amounted 
to nearly ten times the number. It ought, at the fame time, 
to be mentioned,, that the pctitioncr^ had met with the greatelt 
oppofition from the agents of government, who had been adiv» 
tp mUreprefent and confound the » tendency of their proceed- 
ings: that this fpirit of illiberality had advanced to fuclv 
a height, th|^ the proprietors of newfpapcrs, fearful of thecoo- 
Wquencei^^efuled to infert their advertifemonts, ahd that ^y 
, V couI(f 
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{Coulci find none who would print ordifrribiite hand bilLi for the 
tneeting. The petition was then • read, and Mr. Sheridan 
moved^ that it lie on the table. When 

Sir Edward Knatchbull rofe, not he faid to oppofe the mo- 
tion, but to caution the Houfe againft the belief that the peti- 
tion before them contained the real fenfe o\ the people of Bir- 
mingham. Sir Ed ward ftated, that the majority of the inhabi- 
tants of that place vrere favourable to the Bills. While he 
was on his legs, he would take the opportunity to mention, 
that the petition from Rochefter^ prefented to the Houfe in his 
^fence againft the Bills, did not contain the real fentiments of 
the inhabitants. It was ftated, that the petition had been fign- 
all freemen, when, in faft, the Signatures of the free- 
men did not exceed 100 in number. As they amounted to 
between y) ana 40,000, no man could pretend to fay that the 
petition was exprefiive of the fentiments of the freemen. He 
was alfo fully perfuaded, that the majority of the 1500 who had 
figned the petition, were ignorant of the nature of its con- 
tents. The condiifl: of the chief magiftrare of Rochefter ap^ 
peared to him, Sir Edward faid, to he highly reprv'henfible on 
that occiilion ; a proccflion was fulFered through the town on 
that day, that was a difgrace to it ; the effigy of a reverend and 
moft refpcdable * prelate was carried tnrough theftreets on an 
afs, and publicly burnt. The church itfelf was infultcd. Maiiy^ 
who figned the petition, were condpifors of that proceffion ; 
they pjiraded before the doors of perfons belonging to the Ca- 
thedral Church, and then burnt the effigy. He could not, 
thf-refore, but conclude, that thofe magiltiates who fufferbd 
this proceffion to take place were culpable ip the extreme. 

Mr. Ho'ryivood iaid, ths^t it was not for want of refpeft or 
attention, that his Honourable Colleague had not. proper notice 
given him that fuch a petition was to be prefented, but bccaufc 
he himfeif knew nothing of it till u v»^as Tent to hipi ; and on 
account of the amazing rapidity v/ith which the Bills wer§ 
kurried through the Houfe, he was defired to deliver it fbon. 
He had called upon bis Honcutabie Colleague to appnze him 
* .of it ; but he could not meet with him ; and the urgency of 
the occafion would not admit of delay. The meeting, how- 
ever, as be before ftated to the Houfe, was regular ; and, not- 
withftandmg the rcfletStion thi own upon the chief magiftrate 
of Rochefter, hq would afl'ert, thathis conduit had btfefn bold 
; iSUhI proper in coming forward at fuch an alarming cr^is like an 
■independent man. The recorder alfo (Mr Longiey) was as 
pure and peaceable a chara^er as the honourable baronet. 

* Thu Biihop of Rodiefler. 

3 R 2 Witfc 
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With refpeiEt to the procellion, perhaps it wouli^ have been 
better if it had been omitted. About the time that the pro- 
ceffion took place, Mr. lloncywood faid^he arrived at RocheftcK, 
The people having by feme means received intelligence of his 
being on the road, aflemblcd at the other end of Chatham, and 
begged his pernnaion to attend him, and draw him without 
horics to his inn. Tl his he declined, being appreheniive 
that fprne mifconftruftioii would be put upon it ; and he palled 
through Chatham, as U'fual, attended by the people only, who 
behaved with the utmoft de<x>tum. When he came to the en- 
trance of Rochefter, however, they toolt his horfes from the 
carriage, and diew him to the inn, where he addrefled them 
fiom the ,ltep, and exhorted them todcpnrt in good order ; 
in Icfs than ten minutes they had entiri:ly difperfed, leaving the 
ilreets ofRochefter as quiet as the bar of the houfe then was. 
iiome time alter he heard a iiuzza, and upon looking out ofthp 
window, he faw fome boys leading an afs, with no coitimon 
figure upon it ; and there the matter, as far as he knew, ended. 
Pie had occafipn to be at Kochell:cr again, when he was in- 
formed that the figure cn the afs had been burnt; but he heard 
of no other irregularity ; nor had he ever heard till then that 
any of the people who figned the petition were concerned in 
proceflion, which he was much inclined to dilbelieve. 

* Rcfpectjng that proceflion, however, he had to ft ate, that fome 
hand-bills were afterwards difttibuted, one of which he had 
not about him; he thanked his honourable colleague for 
having lent him one, wherein the mayor, lecordcr, and two 
other magiftrates, exprclicd their difapprobation of the pio- 
Ceflion. It \voiud have been better if the honourable baronet 
had attended the Houfe when the petition was prefented, he 
was glad however that he had then given him an opportunily 
to explain. 

Sir Edivard KnatchhuU faid, it was not his intention to 
^throw the I'lightjft cenfure cn tiic chief magiftrate, or the peti- 
tioners, afliftmgin the ^.roteliion. He could not however 
avoid taking nouce that the name of Mr, Mancroft, a refpec- 
table magiftrate of Rocijtftcr, had been put to the petition, 
who was nor, as he himfcif had been informed by Mr. Maa- 
croft, at that time in the place. 

Mr. Huneyvjcocd again vindicated the condu£l of the mayor, 
who had been uncommonly adtive, he faid, to prevent any 
difturbance, and who did not know of tlie proceflion till it was 

Ar Mor daunt palled the attention of tKe Houfe to the 

teotion t{ien before it, by declaring that he had received a let- 
ter. 
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ter, ftating, ?&at the petition from Birmingham, juft prefented, 
did not contain the fenfeof the majority of the inhabitants and 
from whom it had been obtained. The refprcftable inhabi- 
tants he was convinced, enrertain»-d a very diftcrent opinion 
from the lower orders, with whom the petition, before the 
Houfe oi i^iinned on the fallacious ground of their having been 
induced ro believe thnt a petition for peace was connedled 
with a petition againft thfc Bills. 

Mr. Shehdnn admitted that the petition, being figned by 
only 4000, did not exprefs the fenfe of the majority of the in- 
habitants. yThe reafon of its being fubferibed by no more was 
however^i^ideiit. The greateft influence, as rie had before 
rt^fc\;'d,*'hud been ufed to prevent any notice being given of t h: 
meeting. No public paper would receive the advertiiement ; nor 
could any one be prevailed on tv> print the hand-bills iieccffary 
on fuch an occaiion. With regard to the Honourable Baro- 
net, who had fo pleafantly introuuced tiie Rochefter ftory, he 
might have gone not very far from that place, an'% with more 
propriety, have amufed the Houfe with a Canterbury tale. 
The argument of the Honourable Bnronet was rather bf a cu- 
rious nature j in order to fhew that the petition from Birming- 
ham did not convey the general fenlc of the inhabltams, he had 
adJuced, as a p-^oof, that the petition from Rochefter was not 
pxpreflive of the fentiments of the majoriry of the people there. 
'The effigy that was carried in procefiion, and burnt, was 
meant to reproftnt a perfon, who, it was reported, had d''- 
cLitf'd, that the people had nothing to do with the laws, but 
lo obey them. The perfon alluded to was, he believed, the 
Bifliop of Rochefter 5 though he could not, for his part, give 
credit to the report. If fuch a dodtrine, however, had been 
maintained, it was not in theleaft extrrordinary that it (hould, 
produce fuch an eff'edl. 

Edward Knatchhull rofe to explain again,, and faid that 
he did not mean to throw any reflcdfion on me perfons who 
figned the petition, but *he thought the mayor rcprehcniible in 
fuffering the procelBon. 

•Mr. Sheridan obferved that this was an extraordinary 
explanation ; all tliat he could underftand by it was, that 
either the Hon. Baronet thought there was no harm to burn 
a bifliop, and therefore did not mean to reflect on the p*:r-, 
fons who peremteed it, or elfe there was harm, and thole per- 
toD^ who permitted the were implicated in it. 

Mr. Fox condemned the indecent procellion that had taken 
place, and the unjuftiflable ridicule or indignation expreiicd 
againl^ the learned prelate. When Gentlemen condemned 

thofe 
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thofe fcenes of impropriety,' be ^iihed they woiild a£l uni- 
formly, and avow the fame fentirpents when he and his friends 
ifuffered from the odium of the people, , It was the rccolledtion 
of feme ftrong fads which led him to refted on the difference 
of time and ntuation* He. remembered well, that when, by 
fome milconception, he hi’mfelf had incurred pubj^ odium, 
the indignation pf the people was exprcfied in all the various 
forms which ingenuity could fuggeft. Nothing ,vas applied 
to him peifonaily ; but the unfortunate animal wbich bore hjs 
name, experienced the height of their refentmeni. He him- 
fclf never complained on the occafion j neither hac^. he any ad- 
vocates to ftand forward in his defence ; but he was neither 
acommiffioner (Proby) jipr a prelatCj, and confequefMyjon — 
worthy of notice. 

In refleding on thefe circumftances, he recolleded with 
tlic utmoft indignation the infiJious treatment which another 
perfon (dear to fcience and philofophy) had experienced at 
Birmingham. V By a public outrage (which hiftory will re- 
cord as an eternal difgrace to thi*? country) that learned gen- 
tleman, faid Mr. Fox, who pofleiles all the focial and mental 
qualities in the moft perfed (fate, was driven from his native 
country, to which he was lb great an ornament, and obliged to. 
feck an afylum in America. Need 1 mention his name.? I 
mean Dr. Prieftly. He was not only expofed to public odium, 
but the bleeding heart of an animal was inclofed in his effigy,’ 
transfixed with a pike, and carried about to various quarters j 
the humane condudofs of this favagefecne exclaiming, ‘‘This 
is the manner in which we punifli a traitor !” When gen- 
tlemen, therefore, mentioned the infults experienced by 
one fide, they ought to evince equal reprobation of thofe 
experienced on the other. But, inftead of fhewing refent- 
ment on fuch occafions, the beft return for thofe outrages was 
forbearance and forgiveneifs, Mr. Fox defended the petition- 
ers, who did npi pretend to ftate the fentiments of the county 
At large, but merely their own opinions. 

Objedions had been advanced as to the inhabitants. To 
remove all ground of cavil, Mr. Fox faid, he would adopt 
the phrafe of the underfigned inhabitants being entitled to be 
confidered the petitioners as part of the people of Eng- 
land. 

Mr. William Smith concurred in opinion with the right 
honourable gentleman and faid, that following the maxims of 
fome gentlemen who had objeded to the defignation of the. 
/petitioners, had he been prefent, he would have objeded to, 
the petition from Bach, becauie fome unfair dealing had been 
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ufeo ^ occafion. Moft of thofe whofe fignaturcs appear- 
ed aitncxcaj'ljad been fummoncd to a meeting for an addrefe 
lo bis Majeft^/ ; the friends of government, with wonderful 
dexterity, afterwards introduced a claufe in favour of the Bills. 
The petition, thus framed, could not therefore, with ftricSl 
propriety, be deemed the fenfe of the inhabitants of Bath, be- 
caule the fentiments, by the pofterior introdiicSion of the 
claufe, been perverted and applied in a maiiner different 
from the purpofe to petition, refpefting which, they were 
ailembled. \ 

The Br^mingham petition was ordered to lie on tlie 
table. ) 

Mr. Sheridan faid he held in bis hand two more petitions; 
and as obljrccions had been urged agairifl other petition‘d, be- 
Liir^y came from the lower orders, he had to obferve, that 
the fame objedlions were not applicable to thofe which he 
was then about to offer. I'hcy were two diftinct petitions 
from Warwick; the firfl: containir:;; moft loya! fentiments, 
and congratulating the nation on the cicape of his Majefty; 
and the other in reprobation of the Bills. When he declared 
that they c.imc not from the lo.ver orders, (wliieli fome gen- 
tlemen were anxious to condemn) he need only mention, that 
the firft name fubferibed was that of l.c:d Dormer; and the 
next Ur. Samual Parr, who, though not a Bifbop, podefled 
every claim which umivalled woiih and unrividled learning 
could confer. 

Both petitions were received and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Sheridan next ftated, that he liad a petition from the 
inhabitants of the town of Kilmarnock, in Scotland ; and he 
ought, he faid, without hciltatioii, affirm, that, on chic invefti- 
gatioii, it would be found, that the people cjfthat country were 
as averi'e to the prefent uirconftitutional mcafurcs as the peo- 
ple of En:'/l:ijjd. V/licn eiitrufted wifh a plan for-thc reform 
of the iutcnijl oovcrnnicnt of the Scotch Burghs, he had ac- 
quired a conlultrablc knowledge of the difpofitions of the 
people in the fuler-king Jom ; and from that information he 
was ready to declare, that they were totally diilatisfied with 
the prefent adminiftration. The hand of power had, how- 
ever, reduced them to -the mifcrable neceffity of a filent and 
a fullcn difeontent. Hcncc fomc of the miniftry inh ? tt* :', that 
they were perfedlly fatisfied, becaufe they were peaccuble. 

(ieiieral Machod informed the Houfe, that if petitions 
againft the Bills w^ere not received from Scotland, there Were 
Other caufes to be aligned th^n that the people thei e gave 

then) 
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theni their approbation. The people were 
A'ftem of terror, and were grown timid on accoiurc of the fe-* 
verity of the laws, the cruelty of the fentences* Ifnd the mode 
in which punifhments wcie inflicted, upon occafions, in which 
the judges fhould have fliewn niercy. He was happy that 
the petition from Kilmarnoerk: had been prefented, ot which 
he had before no knowledge, and which fupported another 
from the fame part of the kingdom, (from Paifley). ne dif- 
tin£iion which was made of late between the higber/and lower 
orders of the people he ft-vercly reprobated, and obljprved, that 
inch a ^Jiftindion was moft dangerous to focial iife^ to our be- 
loved Monarch, and tlie conftiiution. What tenurv was it that 
the rich held their eftates by, but the fuffr: ncc of tl^ lower or- 
ders of the people ? and were not their rents enforced N^bine de- 
gree bylaw, and their rank in life ciKirely beholden to m ntfu f- 
france? Were they not in that Koulb entitled to the people for 
their feats ? Let not, therefore, the lower orders of the people be 
degraded, calumni«.ied or viiified. He cautioned the Hoiifc to 
take care how luch opinions got abroad; if once the lower 
orders of the people were made fenliblc of thefc invidious dif- 
tjjnitions, as they were the nioft powerful of the two claflbs, 
fatal confequcnces might enfue. 

Mr. IVilmot obferved, that the expreflion, ‘‘ the lower 
orders of the people,"’ was not introduced by any meniber of 
that HouL in hib fpecch, but conveyed in a letter v/hich was 
read from Siimingham. He adverted to the petition which 
bad been prefented from Coventry, (prefenred the preceding 
evening by P\ 4 r. Fox) and declared it to be his opinion, that it 
did not convey the fenle of the majority of his conftitucnls : 
it was a petition, the prayer of which lie had faid, he could not 
fuppnrt. 

'1 he Speaker wiflieJ that gentlemen v;cu!d attend in their 
places at the time when petitions were picfentcd from the 
county, city, or borough, whicii they icprc lcnted. '^J'hc man- 
ner in which gentlemen referud to petituins prefented on a 
precediiig day, from other places, vVas highly diforderly and 
irregular. 

Mr. Fox rofe to vindicate the petitioners of Coventry. 
If Mr* W’^ilmot had till then known nothing of the petition, k 
was, he faid, his own fault. It was figned by nearly 30CO 
rcfpcfiable perfons ; and from the abfence of the honourable 
member, he had undoubtedly Icfs re.;fon to conij)lain than any 
other gentleman who difeharged his duty by his attcniion to 
the bulinefs of the day. The petitioners could not find tlic 
^lobie lord his coileaguo (l-prd Eardly); and they ihereforo 

waited 
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waited’^:*! him rcq'tcfting his concurrence, which he refufed 
to give, awfd, of courll*, they had then a right to apply to any 
member they pleafed, aiid they applied to him (Mr. Fox) 
asapcrlbn agreeing with iheir fentiinents^ The honourabie 
gentleman, therefore, could inot complain that he h.id not 
complete notice of it; a*ul, Mr. Fox faid, he prefented it 
put^^fcly on the nirjit uhen the call of the Iioafe took place, 
to giv^he faireft opportunity for any objection, though anr- 
tli* r tirri* wouM have been more agreeable to himlelt. If the 
petitioner, h^d expreiled fentiment'^ confoiiant to the honou'* 
able gcnAcmanhs mind, from him there would liavc been no 
cau fe o f ijp n i m ad verfion . 

faid, that if l'»c had engrofled the time of the 
Houfb by his remaiks, he had only followed tlie example of 
other gentlemen. 

Mr. Frmch reprobated the infidious diftindlion between 
the higher and lovver orcicr*^, which in fuch a gf.vernnient as 
ours, was always unjuftifiablc. If gentlemen complained 
ngainft the lower ordcis for their pivriin»ption in petitioning 
iigaihft obnoxious Bills, they ought to rccolleit that people of 
that defeript'on were moff iiitcivfKd. 'I'lic higher orders 
had many opporturiifies of obtaiiun.^: rcdrel's <'f grievances, * 
whcicas the lower orders were incr' ly conlined to the rigljt of 
petitioning, which, if they deprived tllcm ot, tiieir whole po- 
litical exiUence was at an end. 

Mr. Vanfittart defended the diftin'^fions which had been 
made by fome gentlemen between .the higher and I nver orders. 
'Fhe French, from whom many gentlemen drew the.'r theories, 
had fat out with the do<£lrine of equality, but they had lately 
admitted the ncceflity of didindlion^;, and adopted them in 

their new coniliiution, and how could we 

Sir Franas called him to order ; and faid, that, if 

converfatioijs foicign tp the queftioii were admitted, they 
would never be able to come to the immediate queftion. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sheridan prefeuted a petition againfl- the Bills, from 
Punfe, in Scotland. Ordered to lie on the t ilde. 

Mr. pox prcfeiited a jietition againfl: the liilB from Dart- 
mouth- 'J he boait, tlicTefurc,^ pf the honourable gentleman 
who was one of the Repicfentatives of Devonlhire, of the 
unanimitv of the county in favour of the Bills was clearly 
not founded. 

Mr. juftified himfelf in the declarations which he had 
madcdut He inlifted that the petition which he had received 
and prefented to the Houfe fome days before, conU nc I the 
Vo;-. I. 1795. ’ 3S * ' iaife 
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fcnfe of the county at large, cxprelled at a publig^eeting, 

convened by puMT advcrtilbmcnt. ^ 

. ' ^\x Frajids Bqfft't C2\ht\ Mr. Rolle to order; and hoped 
that gentlemen would not be permitted to deviate from the 
gueriion. * 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Cok:, (of Koifoik) piefented a pet.tu'in fom Y;ytnoiJth 
againlliiic As that borough wa . imroc Jaitcp' under 

tiic inflte pxe of governmcr.t, many of the inhabits riot, 
for obvioMS re .'uns, iigned it, among whom were ceivcr 

Gener.d, and the (>ihccrs of the cufloniF ; much tq the ho- 
nour of town, hotvever, many of the inhabitantsfcad fur- 
moun'td ev ry obdacle by diichargi'^-'i; their duty m^their 
country. i'ix petitif>n w.a' ordeied to he on the table. 

Mr. prelontctl a pel:. ion figned., he faid, by hundreds 
of p<iopie in tnc borough of houlh iVli>.ton in Devi.r.fciic, rc- 
gtiefting Paiii.imcnc to aok.pt ineafures for the prevention of 
feditioiis meetings. 

Mr. Thoruion prefented a petition from the inhabitants of 
Colcheher again It the Bills. 

He took ocealion to date, that it was figncd by very many 
of the moft relpedtablc net fans ut that place, that it lay fur 
* fignature only daring the Ipaie of (even liours, from a fear 
that it would g* t too l.ite to tuc Houfc, and that it received in 
that time the ian:.iion of Soo names. He expr^ iieJ the great- 
eft mortificaiion tha‘ he could not join in fentiir.ent with his 
conftituents m fjr related to the Bil.s before the Houle, 
but he fully coincided with them in their wifhes for a 
peace, and uoped the houfe would hereafter come tofuch relo- 
lutions as would open a door for treating at the firfi IuvouimdIc 
opportunity. 

Mr, She I ^7 commended the firmii'Ts and candour of the 
honoural^lt gMitltrinaii, and hoped he agreed wdth his conin- 
-tuents, in liuir i.:ea of the uncxanipled rapidity with which 
,,the Bills were huiricd through the Houfe, and if he ilid, he 
' hoped that it would prevail with him lo urge the ncccifity of 
taking a longer lime for t’neir confidu-atibn. 

Mr. kker/or ce pvL'i'cnteil zn imanimous petition from the ' 

mayor, aldcr.nen, a;,d inhab!t.*.nts of Leeds, for the adoption 
^ pf rnc.’fures to prev; m feditious mceiings. 

, Lord jJjn iv/^tf/prelentcd a petition horn the city and fub- 
wrbs of VV inr hell, r. againft the s-Sills, w’hich was Iigned by a 
I number of icfpectable inhabitmts, regularly co.ivened. 

» , /The Sec'retrffy at IVar brought up Colonel Hay’s Iditer of 
-ilervi^'C, dated Ap.:il a,, *794, whi^h was oideteJ to lie on the 
i tabki. , 
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Mr. Cunven f.ud, he rofe agreeable to the notice he had 
given on a former day, to propofe to the heufe the delay of one 
wi'ck before they proceeded larther with thofe bills; the pro- 
ceeding with due deliberation became both the wifdorn and 
jufticc of the houfc, and never was fo flrongly called for on 
au^^lwmer occahoii ; indeed none like it ever was difculTed 
within ^ofe walls. He fiiould feel very indifferent to the 
Imputiiti|ns of wifliii^g to prolong the difcuflion by vexatious 
delays, ftV fortunately for him, he had whnt would be deemed 
great auirWity by tne right honourable gentleman, at lead, he 
had tli.it Jf a right honourable Secretary of State, who he was 
forry no's'to fee in his place, and from whofe ^fliftance and rrreat 
a’'iiit!.s he had mucfi to expert in favour of his motion. That- 
nglit hon. gent, on the firfe notice for biinging in this Bill, with 
th.at manly regard to the liberty of the fubje^f, declared the Bill 
to be fuch a ineafurcas ought not to pafs unlefs it met the wiOtes 
of the people ; and in proof of his finccrity coi:curred witli 
his right honourable friend in the propriety of a call of the 
lioufe, which he avowed he had oppofedon alrnofl every other 
occafion, on the ground of a fufficient time not ‘having yet 
been given to know the fenfe of the people ; hecahed upon the 
houfc to gi\ c a fair opportunity for obtaining it. The prefent 
was a mealure of which they had no precedent or example 
the conUiriition had been eftablifhed, if he h.nd the power, he “ 
would not ufe it of ihefe Bilis on any other ground but thofe*' . 
t'f the general feelings and wiftics of the country ; if the 
nation could fufFcr it, he fhould think, much as he lamented it, 
that it was ufcicfs to withold chaitis from thofe who had loft the 
relirti and love of liberty. 

Such was not, could not bethe cafe with the people of Engl aod, 
it was a grofs calumny upon them to fuppofe it ; he fhould 
{fate, us fliortly as he could, to the houfe the reai'ons wdf ch he 
thought ought to induce them to afford the fliort refpite he. 
required for the country, that their feelings and fentimcnts 
might be fairly known'. He thought that neceflary before, he 
tiiought it ten times more fo in confequence of what had 
pafied ill' the late difcuflion on the Bill, which he faid he 
Ihoiild notice before he fat down, agreeing with the right 
honourable Secretary of State, that it would be madnefs to 
pafs the Bill, unlefs it accorded with the wifhes of the people, 
and he agreed with him in no other point or view refpefting 
it; nothing but the wild, mifguided, misjudging policy of 
the right honourable gentleman, could' ever have brought 
Inch mcafurcs under difcuiTion, if mifehief fhould enfue^ it would, 
be chargeable alone on thofe who foiecd it upon chenij^ andf 

m 
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he coulJ not fupporc the nation fo loft to every manly feeling 
that they Vi^ould quietly and tamely .part with their liberties at 
the imperial mandate of a mlwjler. The right honoura])lc 
genflcmau would learn, and learn, he trufted to his coft, that 
Englifhn.cn are not to he infultcd with impunity. As^fa/ as 
the fenfe of the country had yet been taken, it Wti been 
alinoft unanimous in the reprobation of thefe mcatircs, an 
honeft indignation had been laifcd, which had feldfjfa if ever 
attended any oj|ier meafure, and well it might, forAione ever 
fo ftroiigly called for it ; let them examine for a mol^ent what 
wcjrc the petitions on the other fide ; few if any avoUed their 
approbation of the particular meafures before the houSfe they 
all took it for granted that the cxifting laws were not fufficient 
to guard the facred perfon of his Majcfty from infult, and 
called upon thertl to render them fo; was this really the caic, wa‘v 
there a man in that houfc who would not heartily concur 
with them ? I'o thefe gentlemen he faid, firft let us have it 
■proved the laws are not fufficient, in what predicament do 
the other petitions band, they a*‘e from chartered bodies or 
perfons reprefented in this houfe. The rights of thefe 
gentlemen arc not attacked, that they fhould be indifterent 
oi* perhaps not difpleaftd to have ftill greater privilege than 
,tbc monopoly than they at prefent enjoy, renders their ap- 
proval of little weight.*' One individual under the ftime cir- 
cumftances with thofe gentlemen, appearing as petitioners 
weighed a thoufand times more, his tcftimony.was againft him- 
felf, the teflimony of a party \yas the moft condufivethat could 
be had. One of the mofi odious and obnoxious principles 
of the Bilk was the diabolical attempt to eftablifh diftinclions 
between different cl.ifies of fubje^Sls, and this principle how- 
ever gentlemen reprobate it, had been pretty well avowed by 
the kind of arguments which had been ufed in fupport of 
the Bill. If there had been as little alacrity on the part of 
the people, as he contended there had been zeal to exprefs. 
to them their fentiments, it might well have been accounted 
for from the particular circumftaiices of the cafe. 7'hofe 
who from habit, perhaps from fituation, have ufually taken' 
a lead in bringing forward the fentiments of the country, 
had not a common intcreft with the bulk of the natictn— 
bulk do I fay, with the great colleftive body of the people 
a further time in juftice fhould be given, if there was no other 
ground to claim it, he might plead the unrivalled popularity 
which that right honourable gentleman has pcffeffed, as a 
furthe^t*Tafon for delay; the effects of that blind confidence 
to all uur prefewt fituation of unparellcled calamity. 

Changes 
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Ch^.nges of opinion were at all times cffetSled with di Faculty, 
and efpccially opinions formed on the heft feeling': of the 
heart ; there was a period beyond wliich credulity itfclf could 
not reach — the country felt it, and for the.f!r<{ time had began 
to open their eyes to the ruin that awaited tnem. ^Fhcy 
bcgaiT iL^clifcovcr that blinded by alarm, they had been led to 
a concurrence in a dcflruclivc and ruino is v/ar, a war wiiich 
the good ft/ifo that refeued them fiom th:: ent ers of a Sp:.niili 
and RuiTiai' Armament, would equally have protceied them 
agahi, had >,t been left to its fair operation, T*o thofe fcarF„ 
to thofc al,/.r«ns the nation was ag un called to divert its at- 
tention fr dm the furrender of the ground-worL of its liberties, 
leluclaiitly had the country become fenfible of its danger, as 
far as its opinion had been taken, an honeft indignajiion has 
maikcd the defign, and would they doubt an equal energy and 
.ardour would nurk the deliberations of every other part of the 
kingdom i wotild that boufe hazard the paffing the Bill con- 
trary to the declared fenfe of the natir-o. ? It dared not, it would 
not, becaufe it ought not to do iu An hoirourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Wilberforce) profeflcd to believe thiS outcry was 
but a pretext to dirplacc a rnig|ifl:er. Grant it a'’, true, as [ 
believe it falfe, the mcafure would be fully juftiliecl ; on what 
ground is it that vve accufe this miniffer, of an attempt to 
avail himfclf of the power and influence of his fituation to 
deftroy the coniiitution. I trufl: the country will feel the ‘ 
full force of his clelinquincy, and that the united voice of 
the people will call upon the crown to difnifs for ever a 
ininiiler who has forfeited every claim to Confidence. Proud 
ihould he be to concur in r^iifing this fpirit, and roufing the 
country from the apathy in which it has too long remiiined, 
to the feelings of honeft indignation at fo daring an attack, 
fach feelings ‘wohIJ be the beft proof of the value and 
ellinialioii in which Britains hold tlicir liberty. L fhould 
proudly exult in heaiing the voire of the nitioii prefent itfclf 
at the fOi>t of tliC throne, with thofe fentiments of manly, 
wr.rjuth and affc(fHon fo natural to the charaiter of iLnglifli- 
men, addrcifing a belo\ed monarch; Sire, we heard with 
delight your allUrancc on the firft day of this Seflion of 
Paihanirru, that yoU coiifided with perfect fecurity in the 
afledhons of your pe »pl^, that the calamities of war, and the 
iron hand of famine had been borne with patience and fe- 
fignation, that the blood and treafure of your people bad not 
been fpenc in vain, that it had produced p ? ice at' home, and 
wrought a thorough change in the opinions of our enemies; 
fwgetting the painful fenfation that our loyalty had ever been 

doubted) 
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doubled, they were fenrible oiily to the exultation and joy of 
pof[’e/!ing youx returned confidence in our attachment to your 
perfon and government, they looked with well grounded hope 
to the fpeedy return of the blcflingS of peace. But, what 
is our aliiim ai'.d ‘difappointment, when we now find the 
whole nation is again to be treated as if difafFeclqi**#- your 
peffon, and enemies to our coiiftitulion ; you ^ve been 
deceived, and vve bafely calumniated, To doubtfof our af- 
fection and loyally is attempted ? Sire our intcrclt ayd yours arc 
infcpcrablc, biow that levels one, muft deftro/ the other ; 
Is there a malpiVom pAe end of the kingdom ta the other, 
who does not feel himfelf equally inful ted with yoKr Majcfiy, 
in the late abominable conduA cf a lawlefs mob"^ l^eign 
to attend to your people,* know you reign in their heart?, 
wound tliem, not by diftrufl:, give a fair difplay of that af- 
fefiion you feel for them, fliew them that love and vcncraiion 
which they know glows in your breaft for the laws and 
liberties of your country, permit not/its benign influence to 
be intercepted by an ambitioiis and wicked minifter, whofe 
irterefts are not yours, nor your people’s ; and there is not a 
drop of Hood that flous in their veins you may not command 
ih^^fence of your facred per®n and government; difmifs 
from your councils a man who has calumniated your people, 
has neiiiicr ilie power nor the will to reftorc confidence; 
SmcH (1 tonfidencly hope /aid Mr.Curwen will be the condu£i: of 
'thfjf^ople. He agreed with the right honourable gcnUeinan in 
a fair and decided opinion on the conduct uf ihofe who 
fupport, and tliofe who oppofe thefe meafpres ; they were 
fairly at ifl'ue, he looked with confidence for the dccilion, 
they were acculcd of niifreprefentalicn, 11 range indeed fiiid he 
been our conduct, who intreat this houfe to grant further 
> tjipf, which muft not only deftroy its ifFccls, but expofe us 
itb ihe contempt and rcfenimcnt cf the country; if ihcfup- 
porters of ihclc meafuies aie fciious in t'lcir charges, it is 
their iuierdr to dole with my propofition.” He dcpiecuted 
^^sfimworthy of a good caufc, every attempt to mifreprelenr, 
iome fiom what quarter it will, but he would not believe 
they owed ro fueb means the numerous petitions on the 
table. The delay he propoled would fully afeerrain that 
4 t 5 j^ the fafiifaCtion of the houfe, and leave no doubt w’hat 
ard the feelings of the people. The confcqucnces which' 
muft infallibly refult from thefe mealiireSj were infinitely 
litpre al'aiining tbsfa atfirft met the eye. Rob the people 
right or petitioning, take from them their intcreft 
with the democratic part of the con- 
\ ^ ’ c' ■ * ' ftitutiofi. 
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fticutioii) ‘ and ^ou deftroy with their conrecjnence their 
freedom, and with theirs your own; he laid the confeqiicp.ee • 
of any body of men could not be taken away without tlieir 
freedom fodowing it. What would be the fituation of this. 
houTc, when they had drawn 11 line of reparation, which 
renoujv;cJ the fupport and controiiling influciice of twelve 
parts out of thirteen of the whole people? If the full force 
of all the tnited body of the nation had been barely fuf- 
ficient to m; intaln to them the due influence in the fcale ; what , 
would be their lituatjon when they rclfed upon tlw.,.jeprefcnted - , 
part only. 'I'hree or four hundned thoufand were the moll 
extended c.dculacion out of fix millions. If they renounced 
the controuling influence of the people, if they wantonly 
deftroyed the lies which had united us, can we, ought they 
to expcdl, to look for their fupport; an hdt'of fuch in- 
iuflicc muft degrade them in their e Him ati on, and make them 
view with fdtisfa<5ii(Mi their term of debafement and depreda- 
tion. Yes, having nothing to Jiop^ from th''m, they woUid 
leave them to conducl a ftrugtile, wiiich h^d in it ru*rhing to 
cng.ige their afFcdtion, or to afFedt their intcreft ; they wbuld 
then haftcii to what he was not without appreherfion and, 
fear of, they were fail verging to a mere Regifler Ofllcc to 
record the burthens of the people. The Hill muli in itsOf 
efl'cdfs alter the whole conllitution ; popuhtr opinion had 
retrained and counter, u'dcd the power and iuflueiide of cor-tk:l ' 
ruption, ta!:c th.at away, and iftefFcwluai would be the 
'I hc exitleuce of the Houfe of Commons depepded upon ,1 - 
the united intcrefl: of* the whole body of the natinn. 1 hiiC 
incrcalcdi corrupt influence of the crown, togcchor with the 
torrent of honor which had of late years inund.it-:d that 
houf^, and deprived the democratic part of the conllitution ,V' 
of Inch a weight of property, called upon them, if they y:.lucdthe 
cxiftcncc of the conilitution, to chtrifli every prop and 
fupport to help them to maintain as their j ml and neccflhry 
influence. I’he Bill will have the odious efledt of having 
for its mark, the bulk of the people in contradicton to t.hc 
few who were already in pofieiiioii of the monopoly of the 
elective franchife. It wanted the firit principle of law, that 
all fhould be equally the objedts of it. A free country could 
alone cxift where there was freedom of fpeech, and freedom - 
of the prei's ; when ihefe are gone, all that remains muft loon 
follov\^ 'Fo advc.t to the grounds on which they were 
called upon to pafs this Bill, a proof of the exilting cir- 
cumliances which required or juftified any meafurc had been 
denied them^and t.hey were called ui>on to give their fam3:ion ' 

to 
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a mlniiUr. exo^ricjice they have had fhoi.M teaeh 

v.^^^re^£^ decree of caution, a CommittL-e of parliament 
*r?’, L.ri^a tSiterous coriefpondcnce to cxift, repeated 

“ f uiries neeaiived that faft, and every honeft man 
verdids of June* n g interference which 

in the country rejoice ^ ^ j „,5 bed left to take 

^ l’'‘T™rT %'“;rr“;!;nh-h“ , H.-e foll<»rO- 

tbetr cou 3 a little its own feelings anil dii- 
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pofitioft, t w ramy dibiffeaion. As a proof of it, he faid, 

confirmation or plo of an honourable member, 

kc lh«.ld M nritead hou.i, 

xvhen he ‘7°^®!®, Cone ihasren-home, but how was the faft ? 

» been preached at P | . ^ ^ 

A,„„jd i»f«" ”c» fo loft to .he feelinge, 
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.that ought and do thing did happen, 
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had government no P , „ tjyg elFccf of the order and re- 
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^ J honorable part? If they wcie to judge which fide 
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■had the "hc might notice, as (hewing 

to them fooner than . .j^jg^ce with which it en- 

dKrfof a wSrthy’AldcrLin, which, when noticed, 
dured ^ Itory oi a the reprobaiion of the whole 
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poflible that ||||p afFedtion and loyalty of a whole country to 
its government could be dcftroyed by fueh treifon to God, 
the conftitution, and common fenre. He thought fucii pio- 
dadtions could only, have found an author a)i3 a imlrer within 
the walls of Bedlam. Upon the extenfion of treafon hefhould 
fey but a few words, the molt clear and abfolute nece/Tity 
would alone induce him to incrcafe the penal liaMtes, fatisfi d 
that fevere penalties, and efpcciariydifpfoporrionateones, tended^ 
rather to the efcape than punilhment of offender?. He cdu d 
not have forgot the conduit of a right honourable gentleman 
upon a former treafon Bill, where a treafon w’aS' to have been 
made a felony ; on its bemg objeiled that the accufeJ w.)u!d 
be in a lefs advantageous fituation, and particul .rly fo with 
refpeS to the advajitage he would have drawn from having 
a lift of his witneffes previous to his trial ; how was that 
treated by the right hoi^ourable gentleman? He faid, that ndght 
be fo fwelled by a cloud of witneffes as to render it perfedly 
nugatory j with fuch opinions and fentiments of the criminal 
jiirifprudence of the country, he fdc hlmfelf fully juftified in 
doubting of every meafure thatfhopld come to them through ths 
channel of that right honourable gentleman.. In the name of 
the people of England, heintreated the hoixfe not to preclude,^ 
them an opportunity of being heard againft thefe Bills at thicr 
bar ; if the voice of the people was to Hop thefe Bills, tell the 
people not to owe it to any other branch of the legiflaturf 
nor place the in them fituation of feeming indifferent to their 
intereft. An honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilhcrforcc) aflccd 
il they loved peace, might he not with as much juHice and 
propriety afk that honourable gentleman, if he loved liberty, 
and could have bien finccrc in his endeavours to obtain free-' 
dom for thoufands who never tailed of its bleffings, and now. 
be a friend to meafures which would, if yarned, eflabiifli 
defpotifm in a country which confidercil liberty as ti.e firft of 
its poffcHioiis ? W as not fuch conduft and were not fuch 
infinuations unworthy of gentlemen? To the ccnfhlcncy 
of mens cHaffiders ? Wc ought alone to appeal for tlie 
motives of their condudt; gentlemen call Afar ; to tha#terl 
he was not afraid to apply. Since he had the honour of a feat 
in that houfe, he had exercifed an unbiaffed opinion, nor 
had his attachment to men warped him from tho.e principles;| 
which hitherto had, and he hoped always u'ould dicrde his • 
conduiS. He fubferibed* mofl heartily to the doctnne laid 
down, by his honourable friend, Mr. Fox, upon a former night, 
that it ,they forced thefe Bills upon the great bulk of the • 
nation agamft their will, refinance would be no linger a qupf- 
tion of moral duty but-cf prudence; contraft this doctrine, and 
Vot. L 1795, 3T then 
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then let the nation judge whether thfe friend||||pr oppol^rs of 
thcfe'Bills arc the moft entitled to their confioRce. A right 
honourable gentleman (the Secretary at War) talked of em- 
ploying more than htw^ what does this mean ? Is he fo 

' Tittle acquainted with the ftaftof which an Englifh heart is com- 
pofed, that he can fuppofe thofe who have been the ornament 
of their country, who have been proved to fhed their blood in 
4ts defence, would forget the love of liberty they fucked in with 
their, mothfr*s mi‘k, and become the inftruments of enflaving 
their fellow ful jedls ? It was calumniating thofe brave men 
to fuppofc it. One tyrant made the experiment, and might the 
example deter a repetition ofthe 'arre:n[)t : reilore to them the 
, bl elfin gs of peace, and profperity would naturally follow ; let 
them change their mjr.fi.ies, refpedi: the conllitution^coirciil the 
abufes that adbrd but too juft grounds for complaint, and he 
trufted they fliould have nothing to fear from citner anarchy or 
defpotirm. Deeply imj»rcfied with the awfil crrlls of the mo- 
inen,t, be felt it his diry tofubmit to the confideration of ihi* 
houfe, the propriety of adjourning for a week the furthci dif- 
cuftion of this Bill. 

. Mr. Harrifon rofe, he fai3, from a principle of propriety, 
tofecond the motion. He declared it to be liis opinion, as 
,h . far as he could judge, that the people of the country were 
y,,, totally averfe to the ]jills,and he lamented that a rigiu honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Dundas), whole concurrence in that 
I'-?*,, idea, he fhould have expelled, was ablent^ Time, he 
3' '^thought, {liould be given to obtain the opinions of the people 
in the remote parts of the kingdom. It was a meafurc rhnt 
ought not to be adopted by minifters, without they meant to 
^ infult the peo[de, and alienate their aftl'clions from parliamenr. 
was a meafure in his mind not to be endured j it was 
abominable, deftrudtivc, and a daring violation of the li- 
berties of the country. Admitting the arguments of mir.iilcrs 
r in their full extent, and even allowing iheir calumnious af- 
fertions lo be true, the meafurc ought ncvcrthelcfs to be in- 
dignantly rcjeclcd, .as a meafurc fubverfive qf. the Bill of 
Ri^s anU the conftitution. It was, he faid, ftrange that 
S minifters Iliould at lliM® critical period, venture to introduce 4 
; , meafi ire that tore away the fecuruy of the fubjc\% mul dc- 
.^ilgtiftioved the great charter of the nation, as efiablilhed bv the 
of Rightt 

Mr, confidered that a certain proportion cf rcfpcct 

3 ' was due to the opinions, the wifties,- and petitions of the 
people, when they were fairly and hdneftly exprefied; with 
‘ regard to the petitions then before that houf-, it had been 
„ * iiiconteftibly 



■Kot. *5.] WOODFA LL’S PARLIAMENT AR.V REPORTS. 507 

inconteilihly^ftiewn, that they were obtained in various 
p^rts of ihc kln^doiTi by the groiTcfl calumnies, and ihefoufcft: 
milreprerenfations ; he (hereforc wifhed them to be ddeufred 
in a C(!mmitice foon polhblc, in or.icrthat they might be 
printed, ar»d the peciule he enabled to form an accurate 
opiijion of wh:it rliey had to expetif from tlicm. He under- 
ftood what gcntlemet) Tncant when they called for procralU- 
nation, and we>‘c actainif bavin:*: the mcafure made more pal^ 
latabL, it v/ou!J noi, tlK*v v/cll knew, occafiori that oppo- 
fitioo it had n.et vvoth. 'I'heir condiicV, when modified|^ 
file wed tiv y w- re not averfe to illc'tal rehfi'ance, i'o far as ir 
Vv'as . revolutuiiiarv, but nf)t connected with what produced 
tile revolution, in 1688. That mcMfuie was attained without 
any vi .iuiion o[ tiie confiitution ; gentlemen un the op^^ofite 
fide of the hoe:fc, however, went further., and directly attacked 
that connituLio ^ rdpadtin:;: which they aitVi^dcd fo much ten- 
dcrnels. 't'lv y endeavoured I>y tiidi Inuguagt*, to in- 
fluence the Ire.dom of debate, to raifu tlie fwoid, and light 
up the flame of civil war. "I he cxeition and proj).'ig .tion of 
the principles of the London Corrclponding Society, by Ci- 
tizen J-,ee, v/C!e, he infilted on ir, clearly connedlcd wilh the 
inlults ollered to the King. 'I'hc attempt of mii.iftars to de- 
feat thei*'- niac.hinatlons gave offence to fomc gentle nen j he,, 
was, IK vt rthelvf', convinc 'd, that by adopting the prefaiitv' 
ir.cjiliret, the country would be faved. It had been advanetd^’*'' 
by an h aioii table gentleman, that it was imnaaterld wheth^rf!, 
the lu'.iioii degenerated iijoj a fiate of anarchy or of dd’potifm 5’ 
tho.e g •nil ni.'p, howc\er, who oppolcd the wouio not 

find 111 a h.!i* of anarchy protect! •» tor ihat p’-opeify w^hich 
tiiey boafted g;-ve them as iar^..e a of inter: it in the ; 

welfare of the coa.,r’y as others, and wiiich nfi^ht i o' be 
the cafe if me pruenr necedary nu afu es of h-s iMajeily’s 
niiiii'lers wrie nor ..dopreJ. Hr renihided Air. C’uiweii of, 
ha\ ing [t ited iii a foirrer debat , lii.u fh;de clubs did focielics 
proceeded V't fueli an ext; nt as tn alfoid him losiie unrahnefs ; 
notwinubnuiing wi.icfi, he h..d thai d.;y cxprcfled 1ms f.#ars for ^ 
the conhituLion, when iiulsi asiu necei'a-y m Jutes were 
liken id O'dcT to counter.^dl tiieir rniiLincv nuentions. 
Mr. Walliice declarcv}, he vvuuLl not fay tna any of the partfcs 
v/hoaffeiiiblcdar Ct>pciih.i en-houfr, actua ly put ihc'indrument 
into the hand of ihe mi'ereanf who atia* ked the bove eigii ; 
but he v.?ould alfei t, that .the language tiled at that meeting 
was likely to influence and work on the mi.ids of tne igiiorant, 
and was calculated to produce outrages againft tne laws. It 
was^ he admitted, undeniable that the bell lecurity of a i:>ritifh 
3 r 2 bove- 
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Sovereign^ was to live in the hearts of his people; and his 
prefent it w'as on all hands ?grecd, enjoyed in a 

pre-eminent degree the aftedion of his fuMecSts ; even that, 
however, ajulJ not protect him tioni the hand of the confpi- 
rator, who, in , aiming a blow at the King, ain.cd It alfo at 
every I'ubject in the kingd./m. 

-Mr. JVhithrcail pleadLd gullrv to the charge made againft 
I his honourall * friend who mad'* the motiofi, arid confjred his 
object W'as Hieicly to create delay, f r th' j'urpofe of obtain- 
. *jng moic petitions againli it in itr^ p efent abominable lliape. 

lippy vva*. it for the country, that the coiiliilution of that 
' boufe had piov itied forms of deliliC aiion, appa^'ently w’ith a 
‘ a ptbfperiiti^ c apprehenfion of the neeefiity in cei tain caft s, f(;r 
delay. In thnfe forms, he, \v ih !i;^ hon. friends, intended 
to intrench theinrclves, and in ilv/.v lorms they would defend 
their poll aeamR the p ifling of tiie ]>iIJs, in doing which he 
believed they fh(nil:i alio n. fend ih- liheitics of the country, 
Kvery day, every hoiii, and cvciy momer.r, that thefe Bills 
. were delayed fiom pa dir.g inio :» Iaw% Was n day, an hour, 
and a moment prefer V d to iltc freedom of the people. It 
had been laid, that the petitions w'ere obtained in an unfair 
planner; he denied the'flid. Did tliey not fpeak the fenti- 
of the people of Kiuland? If they did not fpeak the 
of the people of England, what was it iliat made 
f'^fWiinifters. fo anxious to force theliills upon them ? 'They had, 
far as they were enabled by their privilege of deliberation, 
" ‘ by the rcfultof that exei cife, firmly perfuaded of the dange- 
rous innovation of thofe meafures on the conftitution, mani- 
' /efted their abhorrence of the 15ills, Some gentlemen had 
,, argued, in his opini^, rather indecoroufly, that the peliticms 
.odid not fpeak the fenfe of thofe people by whom they were 
' others, and among them. a worthy magiftrare (iVir. 

Alderman Lufhington) had declared, in ratiter a farcaftic 
'' tone, that they proceeded from the poor, and not from the 
rich, 'rhis was a fcanclalous and invidious diiiindlion ; in his 
opinion the indigent had moic at flake on the prefent occa- 
fioii than the opulent ; the latter could find the way to redrefs, 
when the former were flint oat, if not Iheltcred by the Con-* 
ftitation in preferving to them their in dieiial-le right, the right 
of petitioning. An honourable gentleman had fpoken of the 
mifreprefentation to procure fho;e petitions, but furely he 
had for'/otten, at the lame time, the mil'reprtfeniatiojis of 
thofe perfons who - fupported the Bill. They mifreprifentcd 
/ \ it when they aflert^d, that it w^as meant as a guard to defend 
and protedk the bbfcrtics of the people; they knew that it 
Was iKjt only a daring attack upon thole liberties, but that 
f. ‘ fpeh 
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fuch was the purpofe profeflTedly in view. Minifters^ if coil# 
vinced that the tneafurc needed only to be undcrftood to be 
adopted, (houlJ certainly a<>rce to the motioh, from a confi* 
dcnce, that when ihe people were convinced of the propriety 
and adequacy of ilic meafure, they would fupport government 
by their pf^titions. It had been infinuat d that his honourable 
friend had diftlnf/d his own intentions and thofeof his friendtj^' 
by not wifhir.^ the l>iil to go into a Committee, for the pur^'^ 
pofe of fiiFering it to come before tlic public in its original 
and natural garb. To this aflertion he had no objedtion alft> 
to plead guilty. He confcllbd that he was defirous it ihould 
go forth to the woild'in all its natural deformity, to evtiiCCttO 
the people what an al rmit^g Ifretch of power miiufter$ aimed* 
at ; and not to let it appear after it had been'fmoothcd dowi|^ 
and fiiihioned in conformity, in a giCr.t mcafure, to the fuc- 
cefsful oppolition v;hich it had experienced. The voice of the 
people had the defired cfFecl on mijiiilers : he knew they 
wifhed to abandon the meafurc altogether; they had, indeeoy 
made it a nullity, and adheicd to us form became they were 
determined to preferve the fhado*."-, mtrely, as they coiiceived, 
tofuffain theii*ciedjt ; he hoped, ijowever, f he futility of the 
trc,ii(a'w.iion would not be foon forgotten. ' 

'Fhey pretended that the Bills were calculated to fccufe 
liberties and Conifitution of the country. He was not 
prifed at fuch pretences ; he knew that it had been the praflici^i 
of weak politicians, in all ages, while they were fecretly 
dermining any inlfitution, to pretend that they were fixing it-, 
on a firmer balls. Had not the axe, the wheel, arid the ftake^ 
he afk:?d, been ufed to enforce even tne mild religion we pro4^ 
fcflld ? He had not the fmalleft hefitati^BUi in affirming thalt 
thefe i:>il)s were of a fimilar nature, and equal to one of tntf 
nioft dcfpotic nicafur^ of the moft accurfed tyrant upoci^ 
earth. Inftcad of beholding the people profper under a go- 
vernment of freedom, juft ice, and mercy, they would foon* 
fee them fink undtr a government of tyranny, of pcrfecutian, 
ajid of blood ; aye, of blood; a government of blood!- Was 
there no blood m the Bill? IVhat did it tend to, but the 
fheclcbng the blood of his Majefty’s fubjeifts, when upon fuch- 
flu>ht grouiiiJs it enrorced military execution? The Bill was, 
in his opinion a fevere Ait: it had been introduced withli 
folemnity unufual in the annals of this country; and if ic* 
were poihblc to heighten the fulemnity of it, it was to be 
palled into a law without there having been one tittle of evi-. 
cence produced, without the fmalleft ihadow of ncceifity 
having bccii eftabllihed. 
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^%|phat was not all ; ir did not ev<ftn extend to the purpofes for 
l^lch it was pmpofod. A noble Peer ( • j rd Morningron) had 
quoted a nufTibtrof ij^decent ex(:ra(5ls ^rom a variety of pamph- 
lets; would the noble lord, or any of Jils friends, afTert that 
the Bill would impede the puhliontion of fu^^h pamphlets? 
Certainly not. An honoiirahle nei.ticman had faid, that he 
tCtosuld prove the nc clfity for thole coercive merdures, and yet 
‘he voted' againft the proof; when he voted ag^iinfi the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to edahlilh that pro(*f he was poilcllcd 
of. Where did this proof exift? In the notoriety ? It was 
laid^it was notorious, that docLrints wcio pi cached upon a 
,day, in a cei tain public mcetiiiL:, and that aft^ riAards 
age was comnntted, in which the preachinii and the 
e were connected. Was this reported lo ? No ! 'I hen 
Iperfons who vverc employed to report wh*at palled at that 
‘ niteting did not d(j juftice* The people who compofed that 
public meeting contend that they have been caliunniated, and 
' dfFer to be he^^rd by counleh Until they who were fo ready 
L td^fcfutCy therefore, fliall have been refuted, there can be no 
,,^.^pl>YiSion. the houfc and the country is call d upon to 
" tc faith to*’ theil^;afi^r lions. Lei the lioufe manv upon waoin 
J?%ith of thefe rdlertions muff depend: upon the mii.rders 
rahe crowm. Was it not notorious that ttuac very mini- 
before deceived the couiury ? Was il not no orious 
at a part of theirs f;ot into power by giv.ng a \ital iiab to 
lA'Jfebndittition ; and was it not iiotonous ihat anoiiu-r part 
as tho lr)udeft to cry out upon it? W as it not notorious that 
^tbeyfpread '4larms of treafon throughout the countiy vviiicU 
ihev dbuld notpn-ve? and, nOt to oo throin»h a lliing of 
did not ihcir credulity, to cidi it by no worfe a 
^danger the life, lil'iertics, and p’putati' n, of a number of 
^vj^divicuals, whom, afr^^r they hare kept foi liven months in 
.confinement, they have been obliped to reicdfs for want of 
proof? Every man who heard him, Mr. Whitbiead fud, muft 
4vKarc, that he alluded to tholl unfoitunaie hkii, whofe 
diejalorable fituation had fo repeatedly been m'unioneLy and 
. bev’&r cont/a<ii^ledyv'^bo had been feized, confined, and ca- 
lurhhiated, 'oi\ a charge of conipiracy to allaliina'c the King.* 

^ , Ought 1*0 gfofs a calumny as the preamble of that Dill was u[>oii 
t!|^^,focieties to be fuftered ? He had heard it laid, that ii was 
a calumny, but a, charge: thefe aflertions were perfedily 
the, manner of the high inquifition, and he Ihoulcl rot be 
f if the torture foon {l:iould he adopted to force the ac- 

';,;c«fel;to:a confieffiqn. {^AvioUnt exclamation 6f No f N'o f No!^ 

^ Whitbread declared it gave him fome fatisfaddion to 
renditions of the houfe revolted at the idea of 
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fuch tyranny; he would afk, however, if the London Corre- 
fponding Society had been guilty of fuch ails as he fhoiild 
ftand to defend, if they had gone to gu^arcr length'? than they 
ought to have done, and n.'.d trsnigrefU 'l the conftitu- 

tion, was it wife or prudcrit to biand tit-ni with infamy, and’ 
exclude them f. oni the paie of fociety ? they not rather 

to endeavour to bring them b-ick tr> a proper Jove of Sove-4/ 
reign and the Conftitution f It had bi.en laid, that^tlie LondoU' 
Correfponding Society had at laft condirfcei.-ded to addn fs the , 
King, and petition that hoiiG?. Liflead of fuch fircaftic re- 
marks, would it not have been better to have received their 
petition with corcli dity and re{pe<[d:, and t*o have welcomed 
men once again to tlv fe paths from which they had wandered? 
What were they going 10 do? 'Fhey were going to piinifli' 
the whole of his Majeffy’s fubjt'dts i'or tlie indiferetion off% 
few, and they would not allow the delay of one week to. put 
flronger reftri6lions into execution. Did it defeat the purpofe? 
certainly not ; for while they were deliberating they were, 
furrounded by an army, and a military force was; ready to 
march to any part of the metropolis the moment an attack 
lliould be made. He would afk the right honourable gentle- 
man, in the violence of his zeal, uhethfel^.he wiflied 
additional power, and whether the ennclmcnt of the Bill cou^ 
give it ? He would afk him alio, -whetner there has been 
tumultuous meetings in the metropolis or the kingdom tO*juf»;^; 
tify it? When he ailumed thefe p^elnif.^s, what wejre thd 
cnadlments ? fuch as, to ufe the woidb of his right honour*-;?''? 
able friend, if carried by the' influet^co of a corrupt majii-i-’/' 
rity again ft the fer*fe of the great mafs ci the people of Eng-'/, 
land, and made a part of the pra'itical government of tue 
country, rcfiflaiice will no longer be a queftion of morality 
and duty, but of prudence.'^ 

An honourable gentleman had (aid, thefe are not revolution, 
dodfrincs, bccaufe they were only ufed in rcfifting a tyrant,; 
but he would not alk by whom they were iiled, nnr againit 
what tyrant, for a tyianny cannot be lefs tyrannical, bt;paufe 
it is the tyranny of an Adi of pajiiamcm. The ppopJeof 
England were fbmuch the better tiicn than at prefent, becaufc * 
they were not made accomplices in their own oppreflion, and 
becaufe they had not then, as at prefent, no redrefs but in the / 
afl'ertion of ihcir own rights. Public meetings were faid to 
open even it the Bill paded. 'I'hat he denied; fuppofe, for 
inftance, the meeting the other day in the Common Hall had*' 
been pofterior to the paffing of the Bill, and the members 
fliould afterwards fay, that the queftion was not only nqt fairly 

ftatec. 
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but that the ftruSure prtircnted it from being generalljf 
l|j^erftood, could there be any doubt, when a weak of wicked 
magiftrate had been hooted by the populace, and made fuch a 
declaration, that the pcojflc would have an opportunity to 
meet again ? 

To put another inftance refpefting a motion of an honour- 
able gentleman, with whom he had then the only opportu7iity 
df concurring — for the abolition of the Slave trade — If fuch a 
Bill had been in force prior to the meetings in fupport of that 
motion, would it not have been laid, that the Slave trade was 
eftablifhed by law, and that fuch meetings were held for the 
purpofe of introducing French anarchy and confufion into the 
c<^lonies? He knew not whether be (hould tranfgrcrs the 
fc^ins'of the Houfe, if he faid that llicriffs were fometimes no- 
f{ 3 ^ioufly picked out to anfwer the purpofe of elections; and 
if fuch a bill be pa/led, might not fherifFs be picked out every 
year to anfwcr the purpoies of a corrupt adminiftration ? He 
dented alfo that it would not interfere with private families, 
for one enactment was, that a magiftrate might enter any houfe 
wher^, upon information upon oath, he fhall have reafon to 
^fpe^a feditio^^; meeting or difeourfe, upon which he would 
be faid, cnliirj|c, as it was too obvious to need a coni- 
. nt. 

\ Who could then fupport a Bill liable to fuch objections ? 
Were they afraid of the meeting at Copenhagen Houfe ? If 
ntheBill was not to operate as they aflerted, fuch meetings were 
t\pi prohibited. How could sational beings ftumblc on fuch 
. abfurditie's ? Every meafure of the preient mlnilter, his involv- 
ing the country in a difaftrous war, his defeats and difgraccs, 
the blunders of himlMf and his colleagues, and their prodiga- 
rendered them unpopular, but in no ferious mind operat- 
, ed to the inful t of the fovereign. I'he Bills, in faft, were 
calculated for the fecurity of minirters, and not .that of the 
King, on whom they meant^to caft the odium of their mif- 
conducl and difgraces. Who could read the atrocious libel 
. JirariOuriced by the. Secretary of War innoecui in its nature, 
without perpei^ing that chain of facls which led to the prefen: 
de(jK>tic m^^ftircs ? Who could fee without grief, a dilliiiguilli- 
ed leader' in the prefent cabinet, who had been the principal 
^aufe of exciting the American War, and' the cal;^mities that 
‘’’followed ? When the Jacobites attempted to alialTinaie King 
^l^illiam, no fuch laws were brought iorward as the prefent. 
Englilhmcn fliould recblleft that at the clofc of the American, 
war^ the corrupt minifters of the crown Were dirmiH’cd, con- 
the voice of the people. He fliould be glad to have 




par: 



U9V. 25-1 , WOOPF ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 51 ^ 

pwrt of the wickednefs of thefe fMlIs taken away, rather than 
they (hould be enafled in their prefentftate ; but he abhorred 
the deteftable principles of them completely. This was not 
all ; he fufped^ed they were preparatory to more vigorous 
mcafiires, fmce it had been already doubted by one of the 
minirters (Mr. ^ Windham) whether they went to a fufneient 
extentf and whether fomething beyond them would net here- 
after be found to be expedient. He thought, therefore, that 
they would foon be followed up by fomeihing more arbi- 
trary. The country, however, might remain ftupified for a 
time; he truilod, ncv^crthcltfs, that it was afleep, not dead; 
the people would foon roufe thcmfelves ; and tiicn the confc- 
quence would be, that, either by one convulfivc effort they 
vmuld produce a revolution ; or, if they do not roufe them - 
lelvcs, what has been fo long prophefied will be fulfilled. The 
Euphanafta of the Conftitution. 

Mr. W. Addington rofc and argued in fupport of the Bills : he 
faid, that however gentlemen might at prefent declaim againit 
the Bills, and boldly aflert, that they were fubvcrfive of the 
conftltiition, he begged to remind them, that it was by re- 
medying evils (Kcaiionally exifting, that our anceftors had 
been enabled to hand down that conflilution', to rheir pof- 
terity. The attrocioiis attack on his Majefty, on which he 
was glad to find there was but one fentiment, was not only 
an attack upon the King, but, confidcring the time and place, 
jt was an attack alfo upon the Lords and Commons, and that* 
attack apparently the eftedit of a dark, diabolical and premedi-* 
tated confpiracy. Clubs and confpiracies it was never to be 
forgotten had ov-erturned the monarchy of France. V\fhat 
was it but a club that iiifulted, imprifoned, and brought to 
the block, the unfortunrte Louis XVI. If gentlemen would 
look to F ranee, they would fee tKat the Convention which 
was erected by thefe clubs, had, by one of their laft adls, 
overturned the whole of the club fyftcm ? and iiiimediatvly 
after that overthrow, followed the cfiablifhmcnt of a form pf 
government, which, being in fome meafurc founded upon 
reafonable principles, enabled his Majelty to ftate from the 
Throne, the firtt day of the feflioii, the probability of treating 
with them r DeftruiStivc thefe clubs had been in France, and ^ 
deftrudlive they promifed to be in this country. What then 
did government want ? The Bills gave no power to'the exe- 
cutive government, nor to the Houfe of Lords or Commons : 
thev had, indeed, placed a reliance on ir agiftrates for the pur- 
po(e of procuring public peace j and whatever gentlemen 
might fay, there were no men 111 the country more to b® 
VojL. 1.1795. 3U refpecled 
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rcfpefted, nor more independent, than the magiftratcs in' ge- 
neral. The Bill was not a Bill that looked to punifliment, 
to pains and penalties ; it was chiefly preventive in its object, 
preventive in its provifions ; if it did not pafs, in vain had 
the Jegiflature fui'pendcd the Habeas Corpus Adi ; in vain had 
they palled the Trcafonabic Correfpondence Bill ; in vain had 
they taken any meafure to preferve the ftate. Mr. Adding- 
ton concluded by declaring that he thought the Bills could 
not have a inore proper title, than that of the means of 
enabling minifters to hand down to poflerity the Britifh con* 
liitution whole and unimpaired. 

Mr. Lamhion began with declaring, that his attachment to ' 
monarchy, was as ftrong as that of any man. He was^ 
r^dy to protedl the Sovereign from every infult, for it was 
a duty co-ordinate with the conftitution ; he had, however, 
other duties that were likewife co-ordinate, becaufc they were 
cpnnedled together, and love to the one was infeparable from 
regard to the other. In his attachment to the King, he mulk 
include his duty to tlie conftitution. It was an edifice fo de- 
licate and beautiful in its conftruftion, that if the fmalleft part 
was removed, the w^hole would totter and tremble to the 
foundation., Great as the loyal profeifions of feme gentlemen 
might be, the BritiCh monarchy they mull admit was founded 
on Englilh liberty, and fupported by the right of the people. 
This was a fentiment that ‘‘had grown with his growth, and 
ftrengthened with his ftrength.’^ It was one that he hoped 
would go down with him to the grave, whether it remained 
locked up in hrs bofom, or whether he was permitted to en- 
joy the good old Eng’ilh cuftom of fpeaking his thoughts 
fairly and freely. The paltry documents brought forward by 
a noble lord, did not, he faid, ferve to convinte him, that 
either fedition or confpiracy againft the king exifted j any 
fool or any fpy could have written the book the noble lord 
had intioduced, but no man of common fenfe would have ob- 
truded on the public what muft have defeated his own object. 
If fedition did exift, he had the authority of the beft lawyers 
for declaring, that the laws were fufficient to punifti it. 
The prefent Bill appeared to him to be rather Calculated to 
promote fedition, tiian to prevent th. Coercion ever made 
converts: and Voltaire had judicioufly remarked, that the 
inquifition made more profelytes than either Calvin or Luther. 
The prefent coercive meafures w'ould create, he was con- 
vinced, more difciplcs than Thomas Paine, Joel Barlow, or 
^tbe whole race of republican theorifts. Since the year 179R, 
the meafures of adminiftration had made more perfons dif- 
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aireded to the government thati the poifon of French prin- 
ciples. If minifters really wiflied to*ftop the progrefs of that 
diicontcnt, they ought to employ the means fuggefled by his 
honourable and learned friend, (Mr. Erfkinc) ; they ought to 
rcrtorc peace and plenty, which would file; ice the voice of 
difeontent. 'Fhey ought to remedy notorious abufes, and 
reform the reprefentation. That^ and that only, would be 
the way to put down feditiotis aflemblies, (as they were 
called) becaufe it would leave little to be complained of. 
buch mcafures would, he was peifuaJed, have more weight 
than all the violent iJills with rigorous penalties that in- 
genuity could devife. A queftion naturally prefented itfeif, 
did minilfcrs nivaii to conciliate or noi ? 'Tncir language to 
the people had been this : Wc have involved you in a^war 
which has been conduced without energy, wafted your blood 
and treafure upon fchemes with little Ibcccfs, .and lefs glory ; 
but do not think we will bend or truckle for favour, apply 
anodynes to the wounds we have infliifed ; behave peaceably; 
do not venture even to murmur, much lefs bounce ; if you 
bark, we will filcnce you ; if you bite, we will muzzle you ; 
and if you (hake your chains with anger and^/ indignation at 
your oppreffors, we will tranfport you to Botany Bay for a 
mifdcmeanour, or hang you for high treaibn !** 

It had, however, been faid, that there were precedents for 
fuch mcafures ; from what times were thofe precedents fc- 
ledled ? From the times of Quten Elizabeth, one of the moll 
delpotic, though one of the greateft moinrchS that ever fat on 
the throne of Britain, It was the precedent of an adt pafled 
by an abjedl parliament, whom Ihe prohibited under fevere 
penalties from deliheraiing an public ajfairs^ and whofe mem- 
bers (he arrefted on pretence of dilbbcdicnce to her will. Did 
miniiters think the people would fubmit to thefe Bills, or en- 
dure fuch precedents? The parliament of Charles II. had 
pafled the a£l, which was the other precedent, in the firfl: 
efFafions of their zeal, the year i.mmcdiately after the reftora- 
tion, amiclft the dread of a powerful iinexlinguilhed faction. 
What was at that time fecurity to the throne, at this was 
tfeafon to the conftitution, Mr, Lambeon declared, that he 
had always underftood that it was a maxim of the greateft 
truth and authority, that tumults and difeontents were rare 
under a good government ; and that when they took place, 
their caul'es might be traced to mal-adminiftration. Com- 
plaint never hurt any but tliofe whbfe confcience told them 
that they were guilty. It minifters wilhed to lefleii the 
number of the difeontented, inftead of refufing they would 

3 U 2 conlcnt. 
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confent, to hear grievances expLuned, By treating them 
with contempt, they would drive the people to defpair ; and, 
to ufe the woiJs of a celebrated writer, might produce a 
frw firs of the a^, e, which would leave behind a quotidian 
fever.’’ I:Ie liop^ti they would agree' that it wa> better to flop 
the (iiforder, before it prccecdcd to any dcfpcTate oitrcmjjy. 

What, he afked, had been the boalled difference between 
the Britifti conftiriition and the old dtfpotifoi of France ? 
It was this : in England, truth could not be concealed irom 
the king, it made i-.s way to his notice tiiro'jgh the medium 
of a free prefs, and circulated throu;>h all the orders of the 
ftate. In other countries, deprived of liheiiy, tiie avenues 
of public invcft’gation wxrc locked up; no gi icvancc, how- 
ever acutely telt, co\dd be complaitied of. With us there 
exifted a right to affeaiblc and confider grievances, and ob- 
tain information, which might difeover bad men ; no fich 
riiiht was experiejiced in dtfjDOtic countries, their fyltem w'as lo 
ordered that their rulers might crufli thofe who difapproved of 
their mcafures ; and confign to the nuTerics of famine, and the 
horrors of a dungeon, ail who dared to murmur a complaint. 
How long might this enviable diftauSlion remain ? 1 he right 
of petitioning was paramount to all others. 'I'he force that 
tore it away might rob them of their property. It might be 
confident w’ith the government cf Turkey, or of Ruflili, but 
Hot with the conftitiuion of England j he therefo.re cautioned 
miniftc'S agaiiitl trying the experiment. He ohjeefed par- 
ticularly to the claui'e beftowing fo much diferetionary power 
upon nuigift I HU'S, and cnlaigcd upon the confcqucnces of ir. 
The vciy rcafon of petitioning required fieodom of petitioning. 
The EiH however took it away. Xt held out the feiiibiaiicc 
jot a right, which could neither be touched nor felt. 

They had been told, that no attempt would be made fo 
prevent the cxercife of petitfoning were the Bill palled. It 
ought to be recollefied that the exercife of the power of 
petitioners would then depend only on fufl’erance ; it would 
no longer be a right. A good minifter might not employ it; 
but what a dreadful engine did it furnifh to the views of a 
corrupt ad miniftration ! Suppofc, for inftance, that a meet- 
ing of Diflenters was fummoned, to petition tor the redrefs of 
fonie preffing grievance, and that high church politics were 
the rage of the day, the meeting might on a fudden be pro- 
nounced illegal, the proceedinj^s flopt by the attending ma- 
giftrate, and, on refufing to difpcrfc, the allcmbly might be 
fubjeft to military execution. Of ail the attacks 'which had 
ffver been made upon the liberties of EnglilEmcr*, this wai. 
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in his opinion, the nioft daring, ruinous, and alarming. All 
the rtretchcs of prerogative under Charles fhf* Firft, who loft* 
his head, and James the Ser«Mul, \vhr> lofl his cp'^vvn, were 
but pigmy vvh -n compared V7i^h the giirmtic i’r ides of 
modern ci: l*, otii’m. hhip-money, aibiir try exacbems, r-nd even 
inh^iiKM.s Cr>uit ol Otar Chandler, wcu' tri\i.ij lo it. 
'I'lien tiio ii;.difof peritioning exifted, by which th? people 
might reinoaih air. Had thoie aibilrai y llcps been |>i (ceded ^ 
bv a Hill ihndar lo tl.e prefeiit, th('V rrdght. h:i\ e. hrc'rt exc - 1 
ents-d vvit.h i.npiiniry. 'I'nc roTil'£ii:ni.'>n \\ouid have 

bien I’lvaliowed iin ibr cvei'. 1'hc jeal i-riev.iiKfS IVu. 
wdricli th.e difcomeiit vva* the co*.; w’ and the prac- 

tices of mindrer*:. 

Much ahull- had been laviflicd upon th political locicties 
in the kir.gdom j in his opiniem, the g;.; lay in 

the conduct of his Majelly’s 1 hf h:itl 

rife to tkde focieties j they had crcaieu jacobiiis; thrv had 
diffufed difeontent. His rentimeni^ he wouM r.ot date in 
his own words, but in thole of a diiiinguifiicd cliarv.ctcr w;ho 
had given a iuft account of 0*0 origin oi tiic ^lontt'nt in the 
days of Chaalcs the Firft. IVir. La.nbtf.n the^^ ic.id a quota- 
ticn fiom a celebrated fpceclj clelivctrd in ilie howfe in , 

(SirC. Ruddiminds) id wliich the li/llovving is an ou’.ii.'itf* 

His Mnjofty is much wiler ilian tliofe' who adviic hiin.> 
hi is iTiindlers have toiled a deadly knell all ovr-r the kingdom^ 
and inlplrcd ti-r |)e(?p'c with Icntimcjits of ditgidV and dita'f^l 
Section, Let ireir i uuduCc fj^cak, and let thea* aitions dif^- 

ver rhoin, iicy 'f their conc^Tn 

Jor the iiUerells of the counfiy, but f’u'y niliul notiung butei 
their own. riiey have fpeiu {urn? of iv.oncy, and wafted' 
the Wood of the nation, in the purlnir <ri' IrlreiiKS which ter- 
ininateil in inifcai liagc and diiader. 'They n^l UjH;n one perJ; 
nicious cour.lei till they bring things to an cxircmitv, arid 
tlam they make this cxireinity the ground for t.hcir nc3^t, 
proceeding.’* 'This, he !..id, >vas prccilely the ct.araHer 6( 
ihc prcfciit: minniers. did not nccufe them o! wicked 

and pi'j'r.editated dtiigii to fow divifion in the country, and 
to clbblilli novel and d;n:gcrous ddhncllons hetween 
diftlrcnr. ranks in ibi icty, but he was couhdent thai iach hait 
been the coiikqncncc 0 i their mcafuies. He rcco n mended it 
fo tliem to delift from this rumous [)lan ot policy, and 
iii'c concibaiory meafuiTS with the people, as long as con- 
cihatory mcalurcs would be of ufe. At prefent they would 
not fail to Cement all dajr s of peilbns throughout the king- 
dom, and unite them ag.unft ilietn. Were z poll to be 

cakeni 
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taken throughout England on the qucftion of the continuance 
of monarchy, he was convinced that there would fcarcely be a 
difference of opinion. As far as his majefty was perfonally 
concerned, the people were unanimous -n their attachment ; 
-but were a poll taken upon the continuance of rninifters in their 
^prefent fituation, and upon the political expediency of the mea- 
fiires which they had jufl adopted, perhaps there niijiht not be 
the faniJ unanimity of fciuimcnr, that from what he under- 
iioed of the opinion of the nation, the miniver and his friends 
had btlje to txpe£t from Inch aferutiny, that Vvmuld redound 
much either to tlu-ir advantage or to tin ir honour. 

Mr. GVr<?ztf.uu, that fuppoliiig the aliciLons made ufe of by 
Gentleme^i on the other fide to be well giouiided and true—, 
that is to fay, fuppofing it Vicrc true, that the mcalures in agita- 
tion trenched, in fo<ne degice, on the conftiiution, it by no 
, means 'followed, that they ought not in any poilible cafe to be 
adopted. If, in cafe of an iiivafion, nieafurc; of a fimilar na- 
ture were deemed expedient, it wouhl not be Icfs unreafonab’e 
Vthan in the prefent cafe to attribute to them the fame confe- 
qucnces. It ttould b,e paradoxical indeed to fay, that it wa$ 
by the rcTiflancc^ and not the attack, that danger was produced, 
jf the Bills, at prefent the fubjecl of difcufiion, were brought 
Ic’. vvard in a time of peace merely as a fpcculaiivc improvement 
of the conftitution, he would not have the lealt hclitation in 
yejefling them. He was by no means inclined to depreciate 
benefits which refultcd to the people from their ancient pri--- 
V’ilege of affembli.ng, deliberating, and exprefiing their fenii.- 
inents on any public meafure. He knew tnat even legiflators 
Sometimes flood in need of certain checks and corrcftivcs, and 
-that the voice of the people might and had been known to ope- 
rate as a falutar y coutroul. Gentlemen had gone but r very 
.fitdc way, indeed, in argument on the meafure, when they 
(hewed only that it was a reftridlion. AH government was a 
rieftriflion laid on, not becaufc it was agreeable, but becaufe it 
* was neceffary 5 fo that when Gentlemen ohjc.Sted to thefe Bills^ 
that they woul doperate aS a reflraint, they only left the quef- 
tion where they found it ; for, by a parity of reafoning, they 
i migiit dirpofe of all kind of fuciril reflriction whatfoever, and 
:'>arg^e back to a dilFolution of the very elements of government, 
^ The foie queftion was, whether, when a meafure, though not 
Igood in itielf, was prodiuflivc of good by preventing evil, it 
Svould or fnould not be adopted ? No reflraint was good in the 
hhftra<S; yet it fomeumes happened (and it was a part of the 
,^llotment of humanity) that men weie obliged to recur to a 
ilcffer evil for prevention of a greater: it was in fa£t im- 

poffible 
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poffibte for a free conftiiution toefcape unhurt from an attack 
made upon it under colour of its own principles ; it mull ne- 
ceflarily cither fall under the attack, or be injured by that which 
was applied as its fafcguard. Rcftricfion/. on monarchirnl go- , 
vernments were not very fcnfiMy felt; but wiien anv p.irc of a 
community employed for its deftru^tion a portion of rights and' 
power enjoyed by all, there was great d*mgcr ; and they would 
only have to chufe between two difficulties, namely, whether 
they would endure the uttnoft evil that unrchlted, unr: drained 
power might bring, or lay reftrieSlions on the whole, in order . 
to prevent its ruin by the abufe of a part. 

It was one of the conditions of his ftatc here, that man 
hardly ever had in his power to make choice between goods ; 
very feldom indeed to chufe between good and evil ; but whea, 
put into the trying fituation of chufing between two evils,- it 
was then his reafon and his fortitude were called forth imo ex- 
ertion, and his choice either deprefled or elevated him above ' 
the ordinary level of his nature. In the prefent cafe, the ne- 
ceflity of chufing was rendered more unpleafant when, by te- 
forting to the remedy which wifdom pointed out, they incur- 
red the danger of oft’ending thofe who were fo; very warmly 
attached to the conftiiution, as to vie\*r dvery thing that ap- „ 
proached it with jcaloufy, and who, in the fervour of their at- 
tachment to that objeft, would incur the danger of ruin to the 
wliolc of it, rather than fufrer a temporary encroachment upoa 
a part ; ftill more unpleafant was it rendered^ if, as bad beer|^, 
obferved, pains were taken to mifreprefent the intention 
thofe who attempted it.* Yet, under thofe difficulties, would * 
it be right to abftain wholly from the attempt ? Should they be^ 
deterred, under fuch ciYcumftances, from the adoption of that It 
which they thought right ? > ■ 

Into this dilemma, which he confelfed wa? an arduous one, 
the Houfe were led by the principles of certain focicties ; prin- 
ciples the growth of France, tranfpianted into Britifh foil, but 
which, he was fare, never would find their way into that Houfe. 
'Fhofe principles, fo far fronf being congenial, were holtile to 
the conftitLition, and ridiculed it as afyftem of ftaveryj held 
that our govcrnmeiit was an ufurpation of the rights of the 
people, the adminillration of it altogether corrupt ; and that, if ; 
even the legiflaturc fhould agree to the favourite? project of re- 
form, it was an a£t of ufurpation in them to attempt it. ' 
Under the ififluence of thofe French principles, the Urifilh fo- 
cietics, and their numerous adherents, entertained a gloomy 
and fanatical averfion to every thing Englifli, thfew contem{>t 
upon our fleets and armies, defpifed and maligned the couiage*" 

of , 
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of Eii;;iifhnien, anil even afFecSed to doubt it. While every 
thing Uiat bore a rcicinblancc to EnglilTi became an object of 
their averfion, even the American conftitution, democratic 
tliough in faJt it was, was reprobrited, bec-aufc it bare tome re- 
, iemblancc to that of CJrcat Britain^ and had paid too much 
regard to property, and too niucii reniecl -to religion. Kay, 
the pn lenr condiiLurion ol l^r.incc ill< U, inarmuch as ir was. 
fuppofed to bear tome f int reiemblancc to the iiiitifh, fell inro 
utter dii'grace with cheoi on that acouint. Thus the focietiesr 
ft'lr, and thus they exprehed, ihemfclves while they were let 
alone; but no ictuier did they find parlinmenr were preparing 
to reprefb their piciumpt ion and fnihmi^ vous piv.j - dU by a coer- 
cive law, tlian they turned lliri; rniind, changed their tone, 
and flew into tiie arms oi that tCMinduiion wiiich but the day 
preceding they defpifcdj vilified, and denied the cxiflcncc of; 
attributing to it', [leiicelions more than ever had been to be 
^ found in any human iniritucion, and extolling its principles of 
Jiberrv to thdL rorjumtic and extravagant excels, that it con- 
taintid within itfelf that rieedoni wnich was to be its own 
cleftrucllon. that iiiuaticn Mr, Giant laid the arguments 
ou the other iide were reducible, that it they were founded in 
reafon, nothing was to be done wdiich could beatteiuieu with 
the ilightell ternpornry inconvenience. Teihaps, the ticntlc- 
men had ibine i’ecitt to impart, ibme nev/ nnulc of legidaiing, 
by which c/cry g^)Ol' might be attained without its coiic?’ • 

^ jibiaii: evd, every advantage gained without tome facnficei 
tile condituilon h.- p:eier''ed from utter luin, without weaken- 
i itig i: ui any oi ns parti; and, in tlie'prefent cafe, be left as 
, pvrierr as it v/ u bcab c, alter a law fiiitahlc to the demands and 
V.'necefilt;' of the ti,ne ihould be pulled. If tn.e Gentlemen 
p 'iieiied ol fu.^h a fecrer, it was unknown to him; and 
dhVioiui * ot a no^'elty in logi.latioii could not fail of 
being !d.r.'.s:ad(jry t.) the lloiilc. 

V,; in many gi vat fiuus it had been fouivl irc(. fl'iry to recur to the 
h moli unhu.iie.j jgeii y, iindt » yield to a lemporuiy ruipeniloii ol 
- all the povvrrs arj p: iviiegesof the pco.Jc, for gie.u anu imporrant 
purpulef-. i'oih.s cxte/it, howevci,iieii()j)ed, and was fiiiv,i'uig- 
Jand would ; e/erhave uccafionto recur. It v.as, however, a 
princrplc which had ueu r been dilputcj, that it v.'as fit tofurran- 
dei a fniali portion onreedmn for a time, in older to fave thcre- 
^^mainder ct the vvi:o:e. i'ur his part, he would again repeat, 
4hat he did noi iiold out tins as a Ipecuuuive improvement ; oja 
the coiUrury, he \va^ convinced it was, to a ccitain degree, an 
evil in rui-, .a\d a.i l:.w ingement on the coifiiiiution. rheo- 
?Tilts iii France ha.; frit niaintained anJ acUu on the propofition, 

that 
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*^that all* power lay in the people, and that the people could not 
diveft themfelves of it ; but they had at length arrived at fuch a 
period of^ political improvement, as to hold, that when once 
the people had delegated their authority, no part of it remain- 
ed behind with them ; that to afleinble for the redrefs of grie- 
vances, was an unlawful reaffumption ol their power; and that 
onTy an individual had a right to petition. Having never fol- 
lowed their theory in the firit propofition, he would not in the 
fecond ; a Icgiflaturc might according to his judgment deviate 
from its origina’ purpofes, while meetings of the people had 
this*falutary efFedt, that w'hatcver inequality there might be in 
their elective rights. It was amply counter-balanced by their 
right to meet and to petition. 

There was no country in the* world he was convinced, in 
which the ditedt fenfe of the people had greater cfFeOt or 
weight than in Great Britain. He would, therefore, never 
think pf propofing to infringe upon that power, even an atom's 
length, for any purpofe lefs than the prefervation of the bulk 6 f 
that power. Gentlemen, indeed, had laid, that we were not 
reduced to the hopclefs nccefiity of reforting to any fuch re- 
medy; it was however found that the Corre^ioaduig Society' 
affiliating with France, was difleminating feditious priiKiples, 
and carrying them as far as they could in effect ; was it not then 
thcMr duty to prevent them ? would gentlemen fay, that rather 
than refort to a mode of prevention, trenching in a linall de- 
gree on the rights of the people, they would leave thefefocie^ 
ties at liberty to work the ruin of the conftitution ? 

Some Gentlemen had faid, that there were already laws cx- 
ifiing to puniftifedition ; he was aware there were laws to pu- 
r.ifh it in lolitary individuals ; but were there laws Hated to 
the prefent occafion, when fedition was carried on by thoufands 
upon fyftem ? he fancied the laws were inadequate to meet 
them all by fingle indictments. If, in conformity with the 
advice of one Geiuleman on the other Tide, profccutioiis were 
fet on foot, an honourable friend of his would fay, “No: 
'^lultiplied punifhments produce multiplied eviV..” 

How then were thc; toadi? If the exifting laws were to be 
thrown on the flieif, what then ? Why, “ conciliate^** fays 
another gentleman, (Mr. Lambton^) end thus they were to be 
made the fport of various and contradictory opinions. For his 
pait, he hoped he did not arrogate coo much to himfclf, when 
he faid that no man more admired leniry, or more fteadily be- 
lieved in the happy efteds of it, than himfelf ; but lenity muft 
depend on circumftances ; and though there were very few, 
there certainly were fume cafes where it could not poflibly pro- 
VoL. 1 . 1795. 3 X ducc 
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dace any good cfFeift; for the Houfe miift keep in mind that, 
in conciliatory meafnres, there rnuft always be fomethirjg to 
concede. In the con tell with j\rncrica, had lenient ineaf 'res 
been adbptcd in time, it would pi oh 'bly have been . 'Hit':)*! id 
with the moft beneficial and happy conlcqncnces to ihe h'o 
countries ; and it was under that iinpreliio'. th n t!»any pt n'i^ns 
to yidiom the country Looked up to v/ilh the preat* It veneration 
earncflly recommended it. In the dilTerence which we had 
with Ii eland, lenity and forbearance bcc.une advif' ible ; as the 
conceffion ('f a. free tiaf.e, whatever might be the right, was 
wifely acceded te, in order to preferve tiie afFe^licns of iljat .na- 
tion. Wh'rft however did thei'e focielies require ? Nothing 
left than th.c i'urrcitJer of our icligion, our prcpcity, and me 
whCjJe ofn’tr cotiflitiilion. T hett they demanded ihr deilniaion 
of the couftituti m was obvioui;; he did not njifrepn fL’ii t!ie 
fa<3', when lie fiiiJ fo. None who profeired the princ![dcs of 
Mr. P.iine, and held them out lor approbaiioii and pr.'cticc, 
cauKl think they had any duty rclirive to the conftitution but 
to deflr<}y it, as an ufprpdtioii, and a f)fi:em iiot only incNpc- 
dieii’-, but unlawful. 

'When fiift French politics were imported into EnyLuu!, 
the opinion that the rights of man were piia Mount to, 
and muft ii kc place of all other principle^' ; aiu! that the 
will of the majority was lo decide agaiuft (he diebtes of 
judgmenr and underflanding j that is to Iby i!iiit however ig- 
jiorant, unktreicd, and void of iincllecl, the majority might 
be, an infeiior number, compufed of men of wildom, lc:;r:*- 
ing, and experience, nvj ft yield t© them : this was the. favou- 
rite d'iclrinc ; it w.^s rebellion to argue agaiuft it, becauTc it 
vas the iv!u i-'e pto[>u\ 'I'hcy fo-'n found, however, tluir 
the w'ii) ot :i.c people was in Lus.ur of the conftitution. 
They d redily altered their fyftcm, choie to ft>rg€C their pi 'ii- 
ciple of the right of majority, and it no ienger luiuii.Cil a 
Cjueflioii of but of ri,:\ht\ rf.at is to fay, cerL;.i; mo -t-, 

•natural rights, belonging to, inherent, and . u ;df e i.fiii 
man; namely, utiiverfal fufiidgc anu d p.o 
and if there were only one hundred pcrti>ns in i.ivonr o. it, 
and the reft of the nation aguinft it, it wus : v: univ in the 
majority to coiitrovctt the right. Vv i«;it coiic.iL.r.c-:; then, fie 
afkeJ, could take place, when tfiere v/as lu/duu.g to concede 
but their wl'.ole demand, the annihilation o( ti'.c conftitution ? 

Let the honourable gentleman (laid Air. (.‘rant) wiio has 
uill fat down, and who propofed conciliatory mcafurc* (.h-lr. 
ivambton) open the iicgociatiori ; and let him fee wliv:;her he 
compromifg for Ids than uuiverfal fuin<3ge and aniiurJ 
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parliaments.” Was the hoiife quite prepared for the purp-fes 
of cor.ciliation, ro diftegard the will o^the people, and irnpofe 
on all the reft that mride of Government, in order to 
the few who dcm'r'i:ded it? Suppolinj; this eFccVd, had the 
honourable gent’Cin ui no other diificulties to' encounter ? 
'si'hcy might fiy that they were willing to let the monarchy 
alone ; bt!t it vyr.3 not matter of choice with them; for their 
great oracle, Paine, had laid it down, that hereditary mo- 
narchy was not lawful; To that if the fuftrage of the whole 
body of the peojdc was for monarchy, there tVas no (ecurity 
againfb the attack of any ten men. Nay, Paine had aflerted, 
that, in that point, they had not only no right to bind polterity, 
blit liad no liglu to bind themfeives; for lo great was the ab- 
furdity of monaichy, that cyen'thc fovereignty of the people 
was nor competent to eftedl or give it force. 

"I'he only way, ilicn, to conciliate, was to leave them to 
deftroy the conilitution. Coidd any mnn point out fpecific 
terms of conceffion in liich a cafe? Did the States of Ger- 
many conciliate with the Anabapiift?, who claimed univerfal 
dominion on the rights of faints, as this body claimed the 
govciiimcnt of the country on the principles of ‘the rights of. 
man ? No. When the defeendants of the Saints had recourfe 
to arms, they were fubdued by the Princes, and had finca 
become as peaceable and fubmiffivc fubje£lc, as if they had 
never dreamed of fuch abfurd and extravagant demands. 
Gentlemen had faiJ, this was not a cafe of fo much urgency 
as tofeop the Irccdom of adtion; they could nevcrtheleTs not 
fail to fee their danger. That danger had been chara< 3 :ei ifed 
in the rcfolutions of both houfes: the evidence, which, 
grounded them, fliewed that the condudl of thofe focieties* 
tended to the dilTolution of fociety; and the houfe had 
their own (the fccieties) authority that they were purfuing 
dangerous plans, not only with induftry, but with fuccefs. 
lie would not enter into a nice inveftigation of the facts, but 
fay, that circumflances of notoriety concurred to point oufe, 
tlic danger. — L'poii the fame foundation the Commitiee 
adopted, he wenr. If the furrender to be made was equal 
to the value gained, the fituation w^as truly deplorable: gen- 
tlemen would fee then the advantages of interference, before 
the ripened mifchicf made the point to be gained m(>re pre- 
carious, and the facrifice greater; they who would wait to 
let it ripen, would, if in France in 1792, fay thus, ‘‘ do 
not interrupt the Jacobins; let them go on till they do fome 
niifchicf, and then panifli them.” And the morning of t!ie 
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ift of Auguft would be the firft effort to rebut their wicked 
inachinations. # 

He would not, he faid, fo far impofe upon the people, as 
to fay that this4neafure took nothing from them. He would, 
on the contrary, fay, that it took that which he would not take, 
if he could avoid it j but it by no means merited the terms ufea‘ 
by gendemen on the other fide, that it was a furrendcr of the 
conftjtution, and left nothing worth enjoyment ; that was a 
grofs miftake# > The right to petition was not a part of the 
conftitution ; it was nothing in itfelf, but only a means to 
obtain an end ; an inftrument to operate on the legiflature. 
It was furely better to give it up alone, than to give up both 
it and the conftitution together; if the conflitution went, it 
would be folly to fuppofe the right to petition would remain. 
Were all the benefits of the conftitution lapped up in this 
one right? No! Eftimate it as highly as gentlemen could, it 
tvas nothing when put in competition with liberty and confti- 
Cutional happinefs. Let the iofs of the conllitution and its 
guard be compared with the Iofs of the guard alone, and then 
let them determine on their choice. If he over-rated the dan- 
ger, gentlemen who thought fo (hould ftate their eftimate of 
it: that, however, they ftudioufly avoided; and whenever 
Ac fubje<a naturally led to that point, they flew off from it to ♦ 
incidental topics. Not one gentleman on the other fide had 
given his opinion on the quantum of the danger. Could the 
exiffence of large bodies of men, uniting in a confpiracy, 
and drawing in all the incidental bad humours of the Hate to 
bear againft the conftitution, be denied.? Could they be laud- 
^ aWe, goo«i> or free from dangers? Would a revolution be a 
'J^nefit? If thofc focietics were purfuing laudable ends, why 
■were they not encouraged ? If the contrary, why fliould they 
^llotbe refitted? What undefined, ftrange principle of adfion 
•njuft that be, which neither merited applaufc, nor called for 
^Hreliftance ? He hoped gentlemen would candidly fay, under 
which of tbofe claries they fliould be ranked. Gentlemen 
.bad faid that the prefumptions of guilty intentions in thofe 
focieties had undergone a judicial diicuflion, and held out a 
verditft as a proof that -eo danger exifted : for his part, he had 
always ftudioufly avoided that fubjcct, and would not difeufs 
• wh Cither verdicts had the operation of merely exempting from 
punuflinienr, or reftoiing to innocence; but furely no one 
' wo Id contend, that, becaufe twelve men gave an opinion, 
the oufe Ihould abandon all legiflative judgment ? Vv^'ould it 
iiot be monftrous, if, when the ftate of the people called aloud 

lor 
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for their |irote£lion againit thofe numerous focieties^ ^ they 
fiiould anfwer, “ We muft do fomethingv becaufe twelve men 
have declared three of the focietjr not guilty, and therefore 
there can be no danger to fubmit to ruin ! We cani^ot faye 
^you.? To this height, extravagant as it was^ he maihtauted^ 
tTft«arguments of gentlemen on the other fide carried it. . 

^he next mode of getting rid of the fubjeft adopted by 
gentlemen was faying, difeontent and difafFe<2:ion are the, 
natural conrcqiienccs of the meafures of Admiiuftration, the 
war, &c.** On that he would fay a word, and anfwer the ) 
argument by a fimple queftion, ** Did the proceedings of thofe 
focieties, or did they not, begin before the war ? Did they ^ 
not begin when there was no other ground of complaint or 
grievance but the conftitution itfelf ? Yet this was compared 
to the time of Charles I. who, by making innovations, was 
deftroying the conftitution, and would have left no liberty; 
and thereby raifed diftuibances, which he endeavoured to 
prevent by harfli punifhments. It was not for protefling^ 
but for invading the conftitution, that he incurred national 
refentment: but it was the refufiil of the ParlfemcnJ: to it?no- 
vate and deftroy the conftitution, which afTordeJ matt&r of 
complaint and grievance to thofe focieties. And while gen- 
tlemen infift that the chief criminality of minifters, which . 
fomented thofe difturbances, was, that they had thrown the 
nation into war when in a ftate of unexampled profperity, 
they forget that it was in the midft of that prefperity that thofe , 
focieties began their attacks on government. 

It had been faid, that minifters had a£ted inconfiftently ini 
alarming the Houfe about danger, after having ftated, in the * 
Speech Trom the Throne, that the people were quiet. Before J 
he fpoke to this, he muft obferve, that there was a fafhion 
grown up of late, that made it impofliblc to ftate a fober pro- 
pofition, without fencing and guarding it round with all its^ 
meanings and definitions. Minifters had ftated chavthe peo- 
ple were loyal, but that did not argue that there might not be 
one or more difeontented. If a man ftated that there was. a 
confide rable degree of difafFcflion in thofe factious fbcities, . 
then the conftrucSlion of government was, that the whole 
body of the people was difaffe6led, the whole nation libelled, 
and all were to be deprived of their freedgm. £ach of thofe^ 
however, were neverthelefs true in a rcafonable extent. It 
was certainly true that the great body of tKV: people were well 
affefted to the conftitution ; did it however follow, that, be- 
caufe the number of the difa{Fe<5fed was fmall, the majority 
flaould not take meafures to prevent the mifehievous eftedlsof 

their 
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their difaJFecSlion ? That was the very condition , in which 
firong meafurcs fliG|ild be taken : this was a point iniKlcd 
upon on a fimilar occafion by the firit philofophcr and flacef- 
inan of Rome^ who fjid that a body {>r confpiiators, of very 
fmall number, when compared witli the bullc of the people, 
might fhake the empire to Its found:itions. France, airev^d"- 
Torded an ufeful leffon, how frnall a portion of men had there 
^ produced the rnoft ruinous effcui?. iV.iiic l;;mie!f ibted, that 
'"fhe firft„pej^ns ^ho’ fet on foot the icvoiiition, w^re no more 
j.. thin feven> fo defpicable in talents, chaiader and power, as 
l|at to be thought worth rcfiftancc. 

' ;lf thofe fociciies proceeded on the model of their predcccf- 
. fOrs, the Jacobins of Paiis, and followed up their plans, they 
i;^VWi0ul4 eradicate all regard for the confliiution, and dellroy re- 
* IpetS^or every fpecies of authority; not merely the authority 
^ place and oiEce, but the authority aniu xed lo talent', which 
arc as much the hrength of the Ihirc, as any who authority 
derived from artificial inftitutions. It would, indeed, be la- 
mentable, if fuch mace a party againfi: iilelf ; .ts it would be 
ridiculous to think, that it they could get the difafi edled to go 
certain lengths, they might then throw th:m off. Such men 
ihould recolleiU, fi*r their own infiriKHion and guidcuice, that 
if a]] that was wife, great, and virtuous in human nature, 
rofe up on one lide, and the wretched libeller iVlarat, on the 
other, faid to the people, Be on yc.ur guard againll: the 
arjffocracy of talents and wealth ; you c.uinot lufpeiSt me, 
who have neither talents nor views of arifiocracy j — all would 
fink before him. To that ftalc, he faid, it was poffible wc 
might tic brought. A right honourable gentleman, of the 
nioft fplcndcd talents, had, to be lure, laid, thatEtiglifh minds 
\vere fo confiitmed as to refiil fuch examples ; he believed he 
“ was, to a certain extent, right : but though they might be 
able, for fome time, they could not he e;;peclcd to 
canftant addrtfs to the pafiions, when aiiailed in the moft 


Mattering way ; not in the way of obedience to power, but 
of rights and rcfifiance to ufurpation. 

Thie very evils incid^it to life were attributed to govern- 
ment. Human nature itfclf might be brought into contempt, 
if its foul fide was always produced, and its f .ir fide put in 
the Ihadej and for thole innovators he would fi\v, that Swift’s 
defeription of the Yahoos was as bir a vjprcrentaLiou of hu- 
man nature, the Corrtfponding Society’s defiriptum waso! 
the conffitution. Keep out of fight all that is beauiilul and 
^ex,CeIicnt, and thebeft work of creation might appeal f >ul and 
If thofe Societies and Leclurcs wvic permitted tc 

pre-cc 
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proceed farther, he would venture to predifl:, that the natur4. 
diTpofition of the mind would undergo a complete and 

fatal change. The fafciiiation of the kind he complained of 
however flow, was inevitable in its eflVfts. It bad,- indeed, 
been alled^ed, that there w^as a great difparity betW,ecA the 
pencil and Engiifii charadfers, and from this the coWlhfion 
waTdrawn, that however fimilar the caufes, the effedls .could 
not p ;iiibly be the fame. He was ready, as well as happy, 
to admit the difparity of their chara£icrs ; but he was- far from 
being fure that the werfl effects might not be||)r6duced by"' 
men of great - :mk and charader, attempting to purfue pt>b!ic 
objects fLiccefsfiiily by the afliftance of the multitude. - 
multitude, he believed, , where fcldom harangued with fo much' 
fuccefs as when the fpeakers addtclTed themfelves to their ' 
ruling pafTions, wdien they attributed their inferior Aa^pns m 
life to the grindings of oppreflion, aferibed every inftdetital 
evil to w'hich human nature is expofed to the errors^ and 
W'ickednefs t f the govertiment, and, without ever adverting 
to their dinics, enflaintd them with extravagant notions 
of their rigiKs. 

France, he fdd, like the focieties in queftion, atone time 
entertained fo iiigh a notion of motaphylical theoaes in go- 
verumciit, tiiat fhe ereded an ediilce of her own, in contempt 
of tlK;!e nvjfly fbbric.s, projected aiul matured by the experi- 
mental wiitioin o.' ages, greatly had this cphcmerial pro- 
chidion been admired and apphuided in this country, that, 
three years fince, he ihould h.ive been cenfured by fome 
geinicmen, and thought two fanguinc if he had ventured to 
predict that it would not outlive the (dd and venerable fabrick 
of the Britilh cor.flicvjtion. I'hey even then theorized* upon 
theories, and tried the wonderful excrcife of the Rights of 
Man, building their c onnit inou iinon t!u; fovc'-cigiuy of the 
people, and the will of tlic majorin. J hey luppoled, that if 
the mafs of a natbui wms afilinhlecJ, aavi the people of wifdom, 
experience, frnfe, and cnidiiio/n, ranged upon one fide, with 
the foolifli, the iiidJy, and the idle, oppofed to them on the 
other, if the latter was nio: ? numcr(;us, their will fliould be 
•obeyed, ns it might well have been fcirfem, this experiment 
had oiilv proved the futility of fueb theories j and yet gentle- 
men would ftill perliii: in encouraging fuch abfurd as well as 
uiifchievous opinions. 

Mr. Grant, in glowing colours, deferibed the miferies which 
thofe fymptoms ii«id produced, in France; the oppreflion of 
the people j the clcthroncmci'.i, imprifonmciTy;, and fubfequent 
murder of the monarch j the expuifion of the clergy, and the 

extintStion 
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c;xun£lio|i of religion, which he wiflicd the gentlemen on the 
iDiber fide to weigh well in their minds : confidering the Bill 
as a meafure of protetSHon, and not of prohibition, at Icaft in 
the and worfi: meaning of that word, he faid he il^ould 

vote the motion. He apoligized to the Houfe for 

having jbfeen led into much greater length than he originally 
mten by the varidus ideas that had fuggefted themfehneS 
as the difierent topicks came under his review, and reminded 
the Houfe, that, although he thought it right to fupport the 
'BiUs, be adMtced them to be an infringement ; though he 
idonvinc^ that they would operate not, as was i'aiJ, as a 
iui^ous reftrieSlion upon the confiitution, but as a falutary 
fr^eflioii of that glorious fahrick. 

Mr* Grant’s fpeech was tiltened to with profound attention^ 
admitted by the Houfe in general to have been the ablcit 
ingenious argument that had been urged in fupport of 

iMBuI. 

Mr. Fox faid, he had liftcned with fmccre pleafure, in com- 
mon with every man in the Houfe, to the able and eloquent 
fpeech delivered by the learned gentleman who bad juft fat 
down. He rerpe£tcd the talents of that learned gentleman, and 
admired his ingenuity. Nor did be mean any thing in the 
le^ft difi*efpe£tlul to the mafterly difplay of both, which he 
had made on the prefent occafion, when he faid, that though 
bis fpeech was full of argument, anJ replete with eloquence^ 
a man might fafely fubferibe to every ftatement he had brought 
forward, and every conclufton he had drawn, and yet vote 
ag&infi; the prefeiit Bill. 

The ingenuity of the honourable gentlemen had, indeed, 
made inconfiderable impreffion upon the Houfe ; though 
bis arguments ieemed not fo much to bear on tlie principle of 
the bill under immediate difeuflion, as on the general policy 
of Icgiflation. He felt the difficulty therefore in replying 
to a fpeech of that nature. Able and cxtcnfive as it had been, 
he was npt in the' lead: difpofed, nor did he believe any fober 
politician w^ould be inclined to controvert the principles laid 
down by the honourable gentleman in the beginning of bis 
fpeech. His poficion was, that, at a time of conlidcrable. 
danger, it was proper to give up pait of the conftitmion, in 
order to fecure the remaip.dcr. 'I hat maxim abftradedly con- 
fidcred, was incontrovertible ; before it could have any weight 
however, when applied in a pra6fical view, it was neceflary to 
prove the exidence of the danger, its extent and magnitude ; it 
would alfo be neceflary *to fbew, that the remedy called for was 
tmSily a furrenoer of that portion of the conditution which 
^ proper to facrafice, and not more than the value 

. of 
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of the object to be fecurcd. The degree of conftraint which 
government was to impofc, could be the only ground of doubt 
and difFerence of opinion. That government ^as in‘ Us,. 
plication a fyftetn of reflraint upon human adion, afar 
'yj^d undeniable. It was important, hoWever, to dbnfiider.. . 
Wcll the quantity and the quality of the rcftraint whicHHcir- 
cumftances might require; , 

The honourable gentleman had complained^ that it was t{if 
temper of the times to take every general priflrf^Ie as meant r 
to apply univerially* and to faften upon the perfon who cmf f. 
ployed it all the abliird confequences which might arife frotti 
iuch an application. He admitted the truth of the obferva^ 
tion, and wa^ convinced that no man had better reaibn to 
complain than himfelf. The honourable gentleman hai 
accufed gentlemen on that fide of the Houfe of wtlhing^ 
to produce this dilemma, either that the people were ani- 
mated by an univerfal fpirit of loyalty, dr that they were 
inflamed with a fpirit of difaffe< 9 :ion. He had never faid 
that the people were completely harmonious in their po- 
litical fentiments or opinions, or that no difeonfent 'prevailed. 

It had; however, been often ftated on his fide of the Houfe, 
he would call upon the honourable gentleman to fay, whether 
he believed the Ipirit of difatisfaftion was greater or Icfs at 
prefent than it had been previous to the war ! He had never - 
ftated, becaufc he had never believed, that the ftate of pubftc 
aftairs was wholly without danger. If it was allowed to be 
greater, to what caufe was the increafe to be attributed ? He 
was furely entitled to prefume that it was occafioned by the 
difeontepts excited by an impolitic and unjuft war j by the 
rheafures hf' it , corrupt, incapablf adminiftration ; and that it 
was afcribeable to the complicated miferics arifmg from the 
decay of commerce, and the preltiire of famine,* into which 
the country had been plunged. The war then had procuced 
an efFedl direflly the rev*erle of that ftated by minifters them* 
fclves as the chief reafon for triumphing in itsTuccefs. if 
on the other hand, the ground of apprehe'nfion was lefs, why 
were the facrifices required for public fecurity to te increafed ? 
He afked pardon of the Houfe for the repetition in which he 
indulc^ed ^ but when the fame arguments came from the op^ 
pofit^ bench, and the fame objedions were oftered to gentle- 
men on his fide of die" Houfe, he could not forbear repeating^ 
that material queftion. ^ ‘ ^ ' 

With regard to the point of danger, of which the Honoura- ^ 
ble Gentleman was fo anxious to have a fpecifle declamion of 
his fentiments, he had always ftated, that fomc difeonteat ex- 

Voi;i. 1795- 3Y 
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ifted; which might not be unworthy of attention^ t>ut which 
would ttever j^uftify the legiflatjve remedies propofed. Thr 
Hbnpurahle'0eritlcman had afteSed to treat as a paradox the 
obfervation of his honourable friend, fMr. Lambton,) that the 
daii^r of an attack was often created by the injudicious mode 
pfclefcncc. If it v/as a paradox however, it was one ofthofe 
which frequent experience proved to be true. Who could 
deny that miginy political evils were rendered defperate by the 
ab&rd methods purfued to remedy or to remove them. Was 
the honourable gentleman fo much more of a whig than him- 
felf, as to impute the whole evils of the civil wars, and the re- 
fiftance to Charles I. to which the nation owed its liberties, to 
the ponduft of that ill-fated monarch? Did the honourable 
cenllcman believe all thefe calamities were to be afcrlbed to the 
Megatity of ftip-money, or of various other a£ls of that prince? 
Had there not been at that time a body of perfons, previoufly 
immical to the conlfitutioft ^ and was not the attack upon the 
monarchy rendered formidable, and even tragical in the event, 
by the rigorous meafures which rendered the breach irrepara- 
We*? The honourable gentleman had alfo mentioned the cafe 
of the Americans. When that unfortunate diipute was firft 
agitated, and when he heard feraps of pamphlets, and papers, 
pead,. to prove there was a fettled defign formed, to (hake 
off.tlie connexion with this country, he had never been/o un- 
qualified a fupporter of America, as to aflert that no fuch 
defigns were entertained. He was convinced, however, that 
Aoife who had conceived the projedl of feparating from the 
mother countrv were few indeed. By injurious attempts to 
xemedy the evils 8ien complained of, the cataftroph^ which it 
was intended to prevent was realifed. 

That honourable gentleman had recurred to the fallacy fo 
often anfwered, of which gentlemen on his fide were accufed, 
th^ ftey aferibed the difeofttfents ' to the meafures of his 
majeily’s minifters.. The honourable gentleman aiked, did not 
thelfe ^fcontents exift before the war, to which much of the 
difcomeni was imputed, bad been commenced? Here again 
he would recall the two examples he had already employed^ 
111 the times of Charles the Firft there might have cxifted 
caufes of dilTatisfa^lion, which, nevertbelefs, the extravagant 
jpretenceS of that prince, and the impolicy of his minillers, in 
them, carried to that height which proved fo fatal to 
. At one period a compromise with America was^ 
ftit the opportunity of conciliation was loft, and 
fyftem purfued iu this country forever cut off all 
ihatcomprornife being effeiled. 
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It been laid, that much >danger was to be apprehended 
from that party hoftile to the conftitution drawing to itfclf all' 
jthe difcontented perfons of the country, if the ftrcngth of this 
party depended upon the dii^ontent which a bad 
produced, and as the worft adminittration nctreflarily wotild 
occafion the moft difeontent, he woukl defy any man tp 
deny that a great part of the ill humour arofe from thb^ bad 
condu(^i of minifters. If the difeon tented were com[)ofed of 
two kinds, thofe who w^ere enemies to the cpnftitutioir, and 
thofe who, from a fpirit of difeontent, joined their parly and 
encreafed its number, eorreik the abuf s which had been' fo 
much the fubjetl of complaint, introduce modcr*ition and ceco- 
immy in the public e^ipenditure, and banifti that corriiptioil 
which had crept into the reprefentative body. S.uch a pro- 
ceeding would feparate thofe from the difafFe£le<i who were 
difpleaVed with abufes, and at the fame time reconcile thofe to 
the conftitution who had been alienated by its defedls. 

The Honourable gentleman, in animadverting on what bad 
Icen faid to come from gentlemen on his fide, had only engen- 
dered amonftrous doctrine tofhow his dexterity iudemoliftiing 
it. It had never been faid much lefs contended that the v^^r- 
dicl of juries on the ftatc trials had proved that uo fcdiiious 
prailiccs exifted, but merely that the traiterous confpiracy was ^ 
pioved to be ill-founded. He had no heiiration to declare that 
he conlldercd the verdict of the jury on that point to be cjf 
more weight than the report of the fccret committee. The 
honourable gentleman had attempted to point out an inconfift^ 
ency between the language at prefent held, and that which 
they had heard upon the report the fccrct committee. The - 
honourable gentleman likevvife had confounded a variety pf cjr- 
curnftarices,^ and, from the rcfult of his own combinations, en- 
deavoured to fix on his full' of the rloufe that inconfillency 
wliich he had firft invented, and then urged as a charge of in- 
confiftcncy. 

With regard to the df*grec of dan-cr the honourable gentle- 
man imputed to the and other iocieties, princi- 

ples winch he charged upon rrn authority, it was impoffihJe to 
believe that, among the vvhoK*, there was a majority unfavour^* 
able to monarchy. I'hcy might, iiuiccd; have profefled to. 
maintain the doctrine of ^mnual parliamcnes, and univerfal fuf. , 
frage. Thefe princi|>les, however, w'trc not borrowed from 
the French ; they had been inculcated in difeourfes and wii-r 
tings, by rcfpedtable chara6lers in Great Britain many years 
fmccj and if they contained the evil imputed to them, ttie 
Ftench might complain, wuh morejufticc, that they fiadbeeh 
^ 3 Y 2 ' imported 
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iiRporCEid into France from this'coontry. Thofc Jbcieties, the 
honourable gentleman had obferved, muft have fome determi- 
nate Objcil ; either they were deferving of eneduragement. or 
of difapprobation. Could there, he exclaimed be no divihon 
of men, or opinions, which they might overlook, without be- 
ing cenfured for their approbation, or accufed for their ne- 
glc(Sl? Muft the intolerance of French politics be adopteo, 
which permits no minority, but which proceeds to violence, 
bloodftied, and extermination ? There' were many opinions 
which it was indifferent to approve, or to condemn ; and t e 
dilemma which the honourabie gentleman employed was the 
inoft abfurd and ridiculous that had ever been framed : vvas 
a man bound to attack every opinion different from his 
'Own '' He had never been an advocate for annual parliaments 
vet that opinion had been avowed and maintained at various 
Jeriods within this century.. By the tones it was held as a 
laTOurite dodtrine ; and it had been laid that the reaoration ot 
4hat was a part of the plan of politics taken up in the be- 

oinnitio- of the prefent reign, though that condition had never 
been obferved. Inftead, then, o! attempting to legiflate on 
tliis fubjea, it would be moft proper to allow the P“blic to 
iud-re for themfelve5,and truft to the good fciole of the Englilh 
natTon. He had ftated all his opinions. He hao never eva- 
jed an explicit declaration. It was now to be conficiered how 
far the Bill was applicable to the objedt it pro.i;..'-d to have m 
view If Eiulifiiincn had been feduced fiom their attachment 

to the conftitution, how could it be reftored by the prefent 
Bills? Meetings might, indeed, be put a ftop to, but a total 
communication of fentiment could not be prevented. 1 he 
intercourfe of the mind would remam. If there were, a. rc- 
orefented by the honourable gentleman, fomcthing fo fafema- 
tine in the opinions it was to profcribe, the profpedf was indeed 
alaraing. Good God Sir ! faicl Mr. Fox, in fuch a cafe, 
what muft be the horrors of our fimation, when, in addition 
to its other evils, this deteftable Bill ftrong as the meafure u 
is found to be inadequate to its purpofe ? 

The honourable gentleman had, he obferved, treated with a 
dei^ree of contempt an opinion of his honourable friend, (Mr. 
Sheridan,) that the difference of habits, government, and cha- 
fader would prevent the people of this country from ever 
finking into the horrors to which the French unprepared for 
kedoi, bad been expofed. Did tbO right honourable gentle- 
than think that the negroes ot the plantations, or the 
nf RtSia, Turkey, or Germany, were capable of that liberty 
an Englifliinan might be indulged ? It was not 
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fair, therefore, to reafon from Fret^chmen to EngliQimen, or to 
argue that in fuch diiEmilar circumftances the fame events 
would take ^lace- Was the honourable gentleman correft 
in his information concerning the French revolution ? The ct- 
fe3s of the jacobin club produced, perhaps, tcrfiblfe effcils 
upon minds not prepared for (o great a change. Yet ipatiyof 
thofe events, to which their future difafters were owin^, foch 
as the depriving the clergy of their lands, and the noMity of 
their ti tles, took place previous to the eftabliftinrient, ac Icaft to 
the credit and authority of the jacobin club. 

The learned gentleman had ftated, that the whole of the 
confufion which had defolated France had arifea from the jaco^ 
bin clubs 5 that the number of them v/eie few, and that the 
original republican club in Paris confifted only offe\en mem- 
bers, and that they afterwards produced the revolution of the 
lorh of Auguft, 1792. Woi^ld that learned gentleman feri- 
oufly fay he believed k rational to frame a legiilative provifloh 
which was to afFedt a whole nation, with rcfpeCtto tlie moft 
important part of its rights, on the ground of the determination , 
of feven perfons ? The revolution in France was not to be ac- 
counted for in that manner, nor was that the period at which 
they were to date its commencement. When /then, was the 
period ? What was the caufe <;f the revolution of the ioth of , 
Auguft, T792 ? Be it remembered that he was no advocate for , 
the condudl of the jacobins ; no liberal man wpuld accufe ! 
him of it ; though he knew he muft put up with that ill found- ' 
cd Aaigc from others. Let them inquiie into the caufe of the 
fuccefs of the jacobins in France ; fuch an enquiry w|s qecef- 
fary in order to be able to follow the arguments of the learned ‘ 
gentleman upon that fubject. He would fiy then, that th^y 
were concluding irrationally indeed, if they faid it was owing 
entirely to the dodlrine of the jacobins that the horrors of that 
day were exhibited, or that they were the eaiife of the dre.adful 
cataftrophe of the late unfortunate monarch of that country j a ' 
prince whofe cruel fate might induce them to overlook theer- 
tOTS of his reign. In fa 6 l nis fate was in a great degree ow-, 
ing to his avowed conncdlion with the itc»bility of that country; . 
a nobility whofe views were hoftilc to the intefefts of the peo- 
ple. He believed the king and his nlinifters were guilty of 
planning what Was attempted at that time againft the people* ' 
Suppofing even that they were not, he would afk, was not tht 
fufpicion that they were guilty, a great caufe of the revolution 
of the lOth of Auguft, 1792 ? at that time the king’s brother 
bad left him ; and the fitaation of his family, and their connec- 
tion with the houfe of Auftria^ then known to. be, enemies ta 

the 



534 W0ODFAM/S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS- [Common#, 

the govepimcnt of France^ wer^fo well afeertained, that their 
obje^s could not be doubted. Did not thcfecircuixiftances give 
room foe fuijjicion, bii the part of the French, as to the 
iiltcntions of the king, and thofebiinifters by whofe council he 
ya?,fo fatally guided ? If this wereaclmrtted, he had a right to s 
fay, that the cataftrophe was no more accd^lcrated by the wick- 
ednefs, of tllofe who attacked, than by the bafenefs and folly of 
- ihofe who defended, 

'X'fie learned gentleman had ohferved, that if he had faid 
foTTie years- ago, chat the then confl itution of France would 
not laft fo long as our own, he fhould, by many, have been 
treated as a perfon who fpoke in a very vificnary and idle 
tnanticr.'^ In what company that gentleman had been, or 
from whofe fentiments he formed that cenjedture, Mr. P'ox 
faid, he did not know; if the learned gentleman had alluded 
to him, he had never faid any thing like it. On the con- 
trary, he had always entertained and profofled a different doc- 
trine; would any man aflert, that although he had ofccn faid, 
that the firft French revolution was a glorious evdnt, he had 
allertcd, that the fyftems. which had been built upon that re- 
volution were good ? So far from it, the moft moderate of 
then! appeared to him to be unftabk at leaft. That was his 
opiiOion; and the right hoh. gentleman oppofite to him knew 
ittebe fo; in one particular inftance, he had emphatically fo 
BrpQouuced it. He meant to allude to a moiion made for a 
Reform of Parliament, On that occafion, be had ftated it as 
Jiis opinion, and he had not changed it, that an old edifice, 
well alaTed and repaired, was more likely to be durable, than 
^n^'buik on an entirely new conllrudlion, of the ftriuSlure of 
which they had no experience. That was his opinion then, 
and it was his opinion at the prefent ; theJearned gentle- 
man’s allufion to opitiions, therefore, if diredlcd to him, was 
lihfairiy direded, and the farcafm ill applied, 

; TbcTdl of the learned gentleman’s fpeech was what was 
commonly called pathetic, and be thought it neceffary to take 
ibtT)0 4K)tice of parts of it^ He had ffated, that if there was 
a violent party in this country, who pretended to have in view 
the deftruilion of the power of minifters, and the correflion 
of Abufes, anS they ihould oncefuccecd, they would not flop 
^here; that not only the minifter would be the objeft of their 
fury, but they v/ould aim at the de(lru<Slion of others who 
had any authority in the country from their talents, inde* 
Mjliiknt of any connexion with the government. If the 
p^4:ied gentleman did him the honour to indude him under 
he would tell him plainly, the caution to him was 
“ needlefe. 
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iieedlefs; by fuch an obfervation the learned gentleman only 
brought to his mind what, indeed^ had been but feldom abfeht 
from it for many years. If ever,” ftid he, ♦*»tbofe, jperfbns 
who wifli to denroy the conftitution of this country, ' as. was 
done in .the French revolution, by rapine and plunder, fejr 
carnage and defolation, fhouid become a triumphant pat^y^ 
here, tho'^ [ may not be the firft, I am well convinced I fliall 
not be the lafl: obje^l'^ of popular fury.’' If ever the day 
Ihould come, which God avert, when mens’ Jives fhouid be 
fubjeiSt to that, fort of popular fury, Mr. Fox faid, he thought ^ 
there were others who would go before him, and thofe werf^e 
the authors of the prefent meafures; and from that time, in 
his confcience, he believed, his life would be fliort indeed 
and therefore the learned gentleman need not warn him upon 
that fubjeif. He faw that danger clearly ; but he was oot‘ 
one of thofe who looked at the danger on one fide only. The* 
learned gentleman had faiJ, if he joined bad men,^ he could 
not (hake off his companions, lior check their excefs; a truth 
which hiftory confirmed. Was it not true, on the other 
ficjealfo? If it be true, that if he afted with men of bad ^ 
principles, the efFcft of fuch a junftion might be, that thofe ; 
who had ferved them in a particular caule might have ntf : 
power to refifl: their fury. Was it not, however, undeniably 
true, that thofe who join a particular minifter, and affift 
in his attempts to deftroy the conftitution of the country^ *, 
w’ould feel the fame inability to check the progrefs of hisam«^ 
bition? Was it not as clearly true, if he had lent his affiftance 
to bring about that *euthanaiia of the conftitution, that he 
niuft afterwards yield his life to that curfed power who had 
aflFefled the deftruitton of their country? He believed the 
time was not very diftant, when thofe who had lent the mini- 
fter, he would call, very honourable affiftance, would not deny 
that they were become his pcrfoiial flaves. He believed rhat 
fome of them had felt it, and he thought he had feen fome 
fymptoms of that fadt already. Certain gentlemen fmiled at 
this; he did not mean to lay any thing that could be deemed 
perfonal degradation to them, if they did not feci it for them« 
felVes. But when he faw, day after day, and year after year, 
a fyftem purfued, which tended to bring this country to that 
cathanafia predicted by Hume, he could not fay he was willing’ 
to be an affiftant in its accompiilhment. Win regard to the.^ 
mifehief, which was dreaded by the jundtion of men, who 
only wanted to reform abufes, with thofe who wiflied the de- 
ftrudtion, he would apply the remedy propofed by Mr. Burke, 
in the caie of our difputj with America; that mafterly poli^, 

ticiai^ 
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^€1^ had raid on that occafion^ that he would wilh to fepa- 
taite the Americans* Not by feparating the north from the 

not by feparating the eaft and wefi:, not by feparating 
Bofton irccn Philadelphia, but by feparating thofe who were 
merely difcontent with the abufes of the Conflitution, and 
thofe who had a hatred for it, and wiflied its total deftruc- 
tion. The learned gentleman had a(lced,*in what manner they 
ihould enter into a ncgociation with tncfe difcontentecl per- 
fon^t He believed there would be fome difficulty in knowing 
with whom to i:reat. As to the queftion, how we Ihquld 
treat? his .anfwer was, by conciliation. This would be 
done, as Mr. Burke had faid, by feparating them.; How were 
Aey to befeparated? By fetting about to correft abufes in 
carneft, as much as poffible, whether in thathoufc, or in any 
other part of the government. This would remove all ground 
of jealoufy and difcontent on the part of thofe who loved the 
^ conilitution, and whojiviihed'only to fee the abufes eradicated; 

, ^i>and this would defliroy the alliance between them and thofe 
who really harboured a hatred for the conftitution itfelf. This 
was the fort of reparation which Mr^ Burke recommended 
with regard to the Americans; and this was the feparation 
which he would recommend, of the difeontented ih the 
oouritry, at this time. Strike out the bad part of our pre- 
fent fyftem, add to the beautiful parts, if that he poflible ; but, 

, ayt all events, firlke out the bad ones ; and then, although 
they (hould not reconcile to their fyftem, thofe who hated the 
. conftitution itfelf, they would deprive them of their forces by 
. taking away the arguments by which they prevailed on good 
Vnen to join them, and by which alone they could ever become 
formidable; namely, that of Itating the abufes of ourconfti- 
;v.tution as they fubfifted in praitice at prefent. What were 
; the arguments that thefe men made ufe of to gain to their 
party thofe who loved the conftitution, and which had been 
iiid by the learned gentleman to be fo reducing ?, Topics of 
abufes m the' canfiitution ! Reform thefe abufes, and they 
took thofe reducing arguments away. It was, indeed, the 
whole of their argument ; for as to their theory of govern-* 
tnei^t, that he was furc would not make any deep impreffion 
' -on the body of the people, who had too much good fcnfe 
to be milled by fuch egregious fallacies. 

. .(The learned gentleman, in one part of his fpeech, and 
* (Wly in one, leemed to have a reference to the Bill 
-hefor^ the houfe. The learned gentleman admitted that the 
* biipai^;was going to make a focriftce by the meafure before 

themy 
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them ; bu,t i^iidt.c:$)QtetK]e;d wras retained of'.the rights 

of the. people wa$ ftill of bigger value ; the hiftory of go** 
vemments was certainly be£tt:r than theory ; in this^ therefore^ 
he agreed' with the learned gejc^emati* He did noti^ hpw-» 
ever agree with him, that what fney were to r^airt-was fu^r 
perior to what they had to lofe, if the feill were pafled into 
That which was to be taken away was the foundation of. 
building. |t might, indeed, be (aid, that there were . 

ful partis of the building ftill left. 7'he fame might be fard 
another building that was undermined : here is a bcautifql' 
hall, there is a beautiful faloon $ there is a iine drawing'roomv 
here arc elegant paintings 5 there elegant and fuperb furniture 
here an extetifive and well- chofen library. If ttjefeundatioa 
were undermined, there could be nothing:to r^ft upon, apii 
the whole edifice mult foon fall to the ground. Such would 
be the cafe with our conftitution, if the Bill lllould, pafs into 
a law. Our government was valuable, becaufe it was free. 
What, he begged gentlemen to alk thcmfelves, were the 
fundamental parts of a free gpi'iernmcnt? He knew tbcjre 
was a diftercoce of opinion upon that fubjecSl^ His owii 
opinion was, that freedom did>not depend upon the executive 
government, nor upon the adminiftration of juftire, nor Ppoii 
any one particular o’p di(lin£l fiart, nor ev(m upon* 
much as it did on the general 'freedom of fpeech and wfkiifiig^ 
With regard to freedom of fpeech, the Bill before the hc^u|b 
was a direct attack upon that freedom. No man dreaded., 
life ot an univcrfiil propofition more -than he did hlmSife ; 
he muft neverthdefs fay, that fpeech ought to be, complet^j^'' 
free, without any reftraint whatever, in any government prfr* . 
tending to be free. By being completely free, ho did not 
that a perfon fiiould not be liable to puhiuunent fbr abufing 
freedom, but he meant freedom in the firft inftance* The. 
prefs was fo at prefent, and he rejbiced it was fo ; what h^\ 
meant was, any man might write and print wKat he plea^d^ 
although he was liable to b? puniihed, if he abufed that fr^ 
dom ; this he' called perfect freedom in the firft inft^nce. If 
this were neceH'ary with regard to the prefs, it was ftill more 
fo with regard to fpeech. lAn imprimatar hadi jbeca talked 
and it ’would be dreadful enough ; but a dicatur would ili|l 
more horrible. No man had been daring enough to fay, th^t 
the prefs foould r^jbe free: but the Bill before themjdid 
not, indeed, punifh ^^4 man for (pesfking, it {isppentcd 
from fpeaking. For his own part never 

any. danger arifing-^ fo a ftate 
prefs^ or freedom offpi^^ 2 fo 
VoL. I; 1795* ^ . ' ' ' ’’ 



* free boA* Th4» 

gimtlcman had laid, i^. 

'waaiiider by giving up this Hbetty P tte admitted, tta^ by 
■n H% «tfthe BilU the pco^„.»ffli«ld have bft * great deal. 

dfeai I” faid Mr. ^djc, ‘ “ A wy aH that is worth pre- 
"ervin|. For you will have loft the the fire, 
ioni»,lic boidnefs, the eiiergyiof the Bntith chawdter, ^and wuh 
them its beft virtue. I fay, it is not the wntten, iw the 
cd^tBittition of England, it is not the law that is to be fouiid 
•Z"' ^.*4. the true Di inciDle ofc frecaom in 



ora man s iinno^ t;: /V n.v * c iht>t 

^ate, but in IswgtS'and'pofnilar affemWies, thalf conftitutes, that 
cns^Syin a jftais^’ithefpirit of frewlom. I his is the pnnciple 
which gives life to liberty ; without it the human character is 

a ftranger to freedom. , 

‘S l have heard it &id of the right honourable gentleman op- 
jisfiRr,to me, that he Ps now endeavouring to kick uoa'ii the 
,.|jKl|er by which he advanced to' enuri'-nce. It is not him, it is 
Enlland^ herfelf, that Is now kicking down the ladder by w.iic h 
arifen to, Wvultb. 1 am ftsrry I mentioned wealtli tirft * 
■by Which, I fay,. flic has ariferi to wea^h, to honour, to lame, 
to ^ory, and tohappincls j and is now ki^mg down that lad- 
S 'freedom of fpecch, by which fhChas arnei; lo that 
mntnf and envied ha'ppinefs, although now bec.a.iag the 
Sfion and contempt of the vidible |lobe I It was by this lad- 
became the enrvy cf the reft of tbc wo.fla- 

\ - r...rle Tfriiria rr&vic. 

Scillccfy « wrum facta eft pulcHerrlm'a Rdma- 

'^owdid we . rife into By the written law? 

Wo* By the boldncfe Oflhe Englifli chaiatter ariling ow ot tne 
'feedomof fpecch. is the princii k wh,cn y;'|* o*; 

tMBMttei If you abanddh tt, your fall, indcpo, w ill i.ot bc ul 
i; j^;iiriftant,but it will not on that account be the ids certain. 

feehtleman ha? sppe.^led to Rome. It was the 
iheenerfy, which'I aih deTcribing, whieh elevated Rome 
m ftib wl?, once the ot me world s it was on the 

' that Ibiritthat fhe fell; anid 1 haven© d^bt but that her 

/^^fties vyere dedioingdh fee ff^XbSd thefe“fi.S 
i feat forte man ofgetfes ® 

Irbies, tl^s idegant bufldiii^ feeft 

' bQ9 ^fsta ^rarobiSit.t ' h' / 

umhus. WA are 


So we «re 

to 
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to be flatt^re4 With an aeeount of the form of our goreramenl^ 
by king, lords, and commons——* 

Badem Magiftratuum vocabuUa 

There were fome then, as there are now, who iaid diat ^ 
energy of Rome was not gone } they now fay riiat we liavo 
king, lords, and comn}ons} we have juries; and therefore WO 
are ftill free j but 1 fay, take away the freedbm of l^tedls 
which IS the principal, and your fall is certain, your death in# 
evitable. Asa free, that is injured at the root, and the baddl!; 
taken ofi^ the branches may live for a while, fome fort oFblor# 
fom may ftill remain; but it will foon wither, decay, and pewi 
rilh : fo, it is true, you may feem to have Ibme parts 9 >pp<sstr 

beautiful ; but, take away the freedom of fpeecb, or of wntingj, 
and the foundation of all your freedom is gone ; you will then 
fall, and be degraded and defpifed by all the world for your 
weaknefs and your folly, for not taking care of that which con* 
duita j vo'i to all your fome, your greatnefs, your glory, and 
your h 'ppincfs. Before this happens, let the people once moro 
be tiled. I am a friend to taking the fenfe of the people, and 
thcrcfoi e a fi i^nd to this motion. I wiih for every delay that*^ 
is pollible in this important and alarming buflnefo. .1 Wim for'* 
this adjournment—— > 

Spitium lequiemque farori. * 

Let us put a to ftop the niadnefs of this Bill ; if youpafs 
you will take away tire foundation of the liberty of England, 
and then laicwel to any bappuiLfs in this country.” ' 

Ml. Grant explained, and the queftion was inftantly caOMl'f 
for, on which the Houle divided. « 

Jfes - - 269 

Met , - - 70 


Majority - 199 


The queftion was then put on the 
chair, and the Houle «gain divided, 

Ayet 

Mts 


fpeaker's^ leaving the 


*73 

7 * 


Majority 201 

The Houfe then refolved itfolf into a Commit^ on the &14 
Bill for preventing feditious meetings ; the chatrman repart* 
ed progrefs, and obtained leave to relume )die dtfeuffiofl On 
Friday, 27th, Adjourned* 



1^ WCOlil'AtVS fARLIAWtelftAltV IC^mmokai 

XAJi of the Members who voted fojr Mr, Curwen*s Muttony 
on Wednefdayy Novemhet 25 , 


Aftf4^n> Thomas, Ifq. 

Lee, Antoint, Willnm Ffq. 

Aviteyi Sif John, Baronet 
BmU ly Qeovyc, 1 
BcuVer e. Honourable rdv-ird 
BuHh, Tpfef h R mdyll^hfc] 
fiyng Georgp, Efq. 

BirW, John C) n ch, Efq 
Cfaytitm, Sir Robci , ESaronet 
Coke, r dward, Efq. 

Coke, Thomi W Iham, Efq. 
Courtenay, John, Efq. 

Crewe, John, Elq. 

Ourwen, John Chnft an, Efq. 
Dtindas,Ch‘\rlc<', Efq. 
FfctJicrltonh'iugh, “!»■ Hair}, P 11 t et 
Fltapatrick, K ght. 11 n RKhai i 
FJptchtr, Sir Hem y, Baronet 
Foley, Honoutabk tdwaid 
Fpx, Right Honourable Chailes J imr* 
Francis, Ph i Lfq. 

<fSli«iiioigne| Sir Thomas, Baronet 
0 » 5 , Ch^arles Efq 
Hare, James, Elq. 

Kami on, John, Lfq* 

Howard, Hemy, Efq. 

HniTty, “Willnm, Efq. 

Tekyll, Jolbph, Efq, 

Iwvo^fe, TdrvoifeCkikc, Efq. 
jkemp, Thomas, Lfq 
loimbtoo, Wilham HcPiy, Lfq. 
S-cinoft, Str William, Baronet 
Eewes, Sir W atkin Kri^iit 
Luilihigton, W lUiam, Lfq. 

IMacleod, General 
Maiawaring, WiUi.im, Efq. 


Martin, James, Efq. 

Milbanl ( , R ilph, Efq. 

Milner^ Sn W ilium Moidaunt, Bart.. 
K nth, Dudlc Lfq 
Ptafr, Henn, hfq. 

Phi'ipps, ]ohrt Geolpc, Efq, 

PI iner, Willi im, I fq. 

Pi lett, William Powlett, Efq. 
Riwd^n, Hoioutahlf John 
Ridlq), Sir Matthew While, Baronet 
Robmfin Morice, Efq. 

Ri %!, Right Honourable Ltid John 
RulTcl, R j,ht H ncuril I Loid W m. 
St Andrew, ‘^t. Jolm, Honourable 
Srudamoic, John, Lfq 

idm Uahird Bnnflcy. Efq. 

Si ith, Gcnci il 
Mnith, W 11 111 , Efq. 

S^encci, Righ nw u able Lcrd Rt. 
Sunlc}, Jtlin Ihoi s Lq 
Stmt, Cluilc , Efq 
Sjl ct, Sn Print s, Baronet 
t}kc , FrAnufc William, Elq. 

*1 uleton, General 
T \ylor, biticar l, Lfq. 

Tislor, Michael Angelo, Ef}. 

Tt npeft. Sir Ilenr} Vane B ir( net 
Townfli m' Rt. Honourable Lotd J. 
Vjner, Rrbeil Lin 
W wdciii, Cluiles C Ills, lfq. 
V/haiton, Jehn, Efq. 

1 itu cld, S irqutl, jun. Efq. 

W ilbroham, Rogt r I i{ 

\V’ 1 nington, Sii Edwaid, Baronrt 
W ndham, Honouiable Percy Charlei 
V UQC, Rubut W aiEm, Elq. 
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appendix: 

CONTAINIKC 

TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 
REPORTS. AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 


MINUTES of the Evidence of the Witnefles examined 
by the Houfe of Lords, ii,>on the 29th Day of Odlober 
1795 ; a Copy of which was communicated to the 
Houfe of Commons, from their Lordfhips, on the 30tb 
Day of Oifober I795« ' 


Mr. JOHN WALFORD, of Pall Mall, Haberdaftier, wa» called 
in ; and being fworn^ was examined as follows : 


W AS you called out on this day by the high conAable? 
J vvas. 


Upon what duty? 

The office of conftable, which I ferve at prefent. 

Where was you llationed ; and what pan of the attendance* 
had you ? 

I was Rationed by Mr. Jones, the high conftable. at the Horfe 
Guards. 

Did you place yourfelf according to that dircAion? 

Yes. 

Did you attend his Majefiy’s coach from the Horfe Guards t# 
the Houfe of Lords ? 

Yes ; on the right hand fide of his Majefty^s carriage. 

Give an account of what you obferved in that attendance? 

On Griiering into Parliament Street, I obferved one man,^ 
particular among the crowd very aftire; which 1 obferved to 
Mr. Stockdale, my brother coiiltable, at the time. This man 
was running by ihe fide of the houfe, calling out “ No war ! 
“ Down with George And on our entrance into Palace 
Yard, T obfeived fomething came with, great velocity from 
foot pavement, as I thought; on whi^h 1. obferved to .Mr. 
Stockdale, ** Good God ! the glafs is broke! That muft furc\y 
** be a ball.’* His Majcfly then pulled on to the houfe. andT 
obferved the man with the crowd pericdly quiet. Immediate]/. 

b s 
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on his Majedy’s coming out of the houfe, they fct up a hooting 
and hiding. 1 did noi obferve the man any morCf particularly# 
till I got into (he Paik ; I then perceived him frequently (loop 
down, but wheiher he picked up any thing or not I cannot fay ; 
blit at that time there were many ftones being thrown about.> 
Hearing him .make the fame exclamation again, I told him, if 
not quiet, I moll alTa redly Oiould take him inio cuilbdy. 

The exclamation of, Down with George !*^ again? 

Yes; his lUU repeating it, when 1 came oppofiie to Carlefon 
Gardens, I made one or two attempts to feize hinii by putting 
my hands between »he horfe guards. Finding I could nor do it, 
without danger of being trod upon, I requeued one of them 
w^ould draw back ; -upon finding which I immediately feized him, 
and drew him in clofe to the carriage, and conveyed him to the 
-Court Yard of St* James’^, whtire I believe he now is. 

On what part of the pavement was the coach, when the glafs 
was broVen ? • 

Almoil the center of the coach way, juil going from croiTing 
of ]^ridge Street; juft oppofite to a bow window houfe by the 
Ordnance Office, on this fide of the Office. 

Whe.hcr you are undei flood right, that you faw whatever 
ilruck the glafs as it came through uie air, before it touched the 
glafs ? 

^ Yes. 

Yop cannot fay what it was ? 

It is utterly impeffihlf, it came with fuch velocity. 

Whether it ilruck upon the glafs fide of the carriage, or pafled 
through the carriage hrft ? , 

It ilruck the glafs which was up ; immediately after 1 faw his 
Majefty look down. 

What fize did you apprehend this mifehievous weapon to bn 
of? 

I obferved at the time it muft be the fize of a marble or 
bullet. 

Do you judge from its fize in the air, or from the hole it made 
in the glafs ? 

It was im|^ffi1^1e.to jr^dge of its fize as it pafled, but 1 judged 
from the hole it made in the glafs. 

Whether, at the time this weapon paifed, you obferved the man 
Svberc yon have before defertbed ? 

1 faw him immediately after ; at the time my eyes were not on 
the pavement. 

When you then faw him, was he upon the pavement ? 

Whether on the foot pavement or not, I cannot tdl. The 
'horfe guaids were between the mob and the conftable. 

^/'^Did you ohrervc ah v’ thing in the hand^ of the man during any 
i of the time ? 

" 1 did not. 


Havo 
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Have you any reafon to know whether he h^d any thing in his 
hand or not ; any recollection of it ? 

1 did not fee h» hands at all. 

Whereabouts was it that you faw him frequently ilooping, 

In the Park^ by Carleton Gardens. 

When you faid, Good Gr.d ! it muft be a ball !” did you 
mean to fay^ that it mud be difeharged by an indrumeat ? 

The witnefs was direCted to withdraw. 

Then John Walford was again called in, and examined as 
follows : ‘ 

WIicn yoti faid, ** Good God ! it‘ muft be a ball !’* did you 
mean to fay that it muft be difeharged by an inftniment f 

Imade the obfervation, that nothing could throw it with that 
velocity, but an inftrument* 

Whether you ohferved any odier outrage committed on the car* 
riage in which his Majefty was? 

Several* 

State them to the houfe ? 

By repeatedly throwing ftones. 

Do you mean by the fame man, or others ? 

' I do not poiicively fay that this man threw any by others 
many werethnrwn. 

You have ftated that you heard this man ufe the expreEtany 

Down with George 1” No war!^'-*-Did you hear any other 
perfons ufe exprel&ons of treafon or difrefpcCl ^ 

Several repeating the fame. 

Did they appear to be perfons aiding or abetting this man, or 
accidental perfons, differently difperfei in tlic crowd ? 

1 cannot fay whether they were immediately of his party ; but 
there was one party, whom I ohferved the whole of the way, keep* 
ing by the fide of the carriage, both to the Houfe of Peers and 
back again — the fame people. 

Were they merely men; or men and women indifcrimmately? 

They were entirely confiding of men and boys. 

Did you conceive any of them fpoke with a French accent, fo 
as that you might think they were Frenchmen? 

No, I did not. 

Arc any of them in cuftody? ^ 

There are three, I believe. 

Upon your feezing the man, did he make re/iftance, or fbew 
any alarm ; or what was r.is behaviour on the occafion ? 

He ftrugglcd very much to get away ; on which I was obliged 
€0 have the aftidance of one 9 r two other conftables to convey 
him. 

Was be alarmed ? 

Very much. 

Did l.c fay any thing — What was his behaviour after you 

feized him ? 

He 
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He faid, “ Good God ! that I fhould ever be fufpefted of dJA 

loyalty!*' 

After he was fcized, was he encouraged, or nthcrwlfe addieflcd 
;by ary of the other perfjns wdiom you remarked ? 

It was impoflii Ic any of them could get to us for the liorfe ; 
but he kep' repealing the whole way, He thought there 
« could he no harm in acquainting his Majeily with their 
•« grievances.*' 

At ihe lime you feized him, and he flruggled,'did any body 
attempt to refeue him 

I conceive it was impofTible they could attempt any thing of thtf 
•kind/fr'ohi the horfe cl6firg' immediately upon us- W# were 
furr unded dire£kly by them. 

Was It generally cbferved by the perfons who furrounded the 
King's cairiage, that this man was taken into cuftody ? 

Bo you mean the conlVablcs, or the mob. 

The mob ? 

I I tally cannot fay. 

Did you fearch the man you fcized ? 

We did. 

Did you find any weapon about him ? 

- Tluic was nothing at all found in his pockets of any kind# 

Did the man appear to be in liquor? 

No. 

Did the ball appear to come in an horizontal diredion ? 

I really cannot tell, it came with fuch velocity. 

The witnefs was direded to withdraw. 


Then Mr. JOHN STOCKDALE, Bcokfcller, of Piccadilly, was 
called in; and being fworn, was examined as follows: 

Are you fciving the offirce of conftablc now ? 

Yes. 

Had ycu notice from the high conllablc to attend to-day ? 

Yes. 

Where was you placed ? 

At the Hrrfe Gu«irds. 

Was you all the time near the lafl witnefs, Walford • 

1 * 
was 

Give an account, then, wlut you obferved from the Horic- 
Guards ? 

1 obferved n great crowd, and a number of perf ms, about forty 
fifty, going near the King’s coach, luffing and making a great 
deal of iioilV, sud crying < at, No war ! No George!*^ and a 
umber of cxpullions ( i that kind. 

IfeiWhat other cxprrflions? 

A number of others, which I did not lake par: icular notice 
wb»t th^Y were. Mr. Walford mciuioiicd to me,* he obferved 

fom« 
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fotnc of the perfons that were very aiJlfrc in hiding and making a^ 
riot. Nothing particular happened, till 1 obfervcd, when we came 
to the narrow part of Palace Yard, when I faw fomething thj o,rn 
at his caraage, and heard it hit the glafsC Mr. Wal- 

ford, who was Handing clofe by me (1 was ilieo wiThia a few 
yards of the carriage) remarked to me, that he thought tha^ was 
the perfon w» 0 flung it, and dcfired me to aflift in feizing hirn, 
and pointed out the man. But as the crowd was very thick, I did 
not take any pariicular notice, as I thou^iht it irnpoffible to feize 
any man, the crowd was going fo quick. Nothing fuither paded 
till his Majefty aliglited, when Mr. Walford obferved the maa 
alluded to (landing in company with fome others near the car- 
riage : he made this remark, that he believed that was the maa 
that flung the Hone, and that was fo very acllve ; and pointed him 
out, I believe, to one of the Bow Street perfons: 1 don’t know 
the perfon, but they faid his name was Kennedy. After his 
MajeHy was in the coach, and fet off on his return home to the 
palace, we obferved this fame perfon, with a number of others, 
that had followed the coach at the fame time downwards, keeping 
company on the fide of the coach in a very diforderly manner^ 
hiding and groaning, and calling out, No war 1” and making 
life of a number of difagreeabie expreihons. 

What exprefli ns ? 

Such as “ No war !** and I believe No King And thii 
perfon, with fcveral others that went down and came up, making * 
frequent exertions to get through from amongll the ho»fe to the 
King’s caniage, which by main force we put back betwixt the 
horfei. When we had got about the middle of the park, the 
conHable who was with me (I believe his name is Walford) ad- 
drrfled himfelf particularly to the young man that was taken up^ 
dcfiring him to be peaceable and behave better, or he ^ould take 
him into cuft 'dy. He, with others, appeared to be very infoleat^ 
to fei the conHable at deflance ; upon which he was feized and 
kept in cuHody till we got to St. James’s. Nothing clfe pafled, 
that 1 know of. 

Did you fee any body in the a6l of throwing ? ' 

I did not. 

Was you or Walford foremoft when the glafs broke? 

We were nearly together ; he was a yard or two before me. 

Did Walfoid make any oblervation to you upon it. 

He did. 

What was it ? 

He fdid, I am certain that was the man that flung the 
flone ; let us feize him,” — alluding to the perfon that was af- 
terwards taken up, a young man in a grey coat aud a black 
collar. 

Did you obferve the ftroke on the glafs ? , 

I did nor, but I faw whatever it was that was thrown very 
diftindtly, and heard it go againft the glai's. Xc feemed to me 

to 
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to have the appearance of an halfpenny ; and I law it fo 
that it appeared as if the force of the throw was fp^nt before 
St hit the glafe^ and, by that means, chat it could not break the 
glafs, though 1 do not know that it did not. 

Did you obferve if the glafs was broke ? 

No, 1 did not. 

Did Walford make any obferration to you, with regard to 
the llruke upr n the glafs ? 

1 do not recollefk — but I reafly believe that what I faw thrown 
was not what broke the glafs, becaufe other perfons that were 
near me heard fotnething that went pad with |;reat velooety 
againd the glafs, and that was not the cafe with what i faw 
thrown againd the glafs ; as I have faid before, the force wae 

Did Walford make any obfervations to you npon the velocity 
with which it was thrown ? 

' I am not certain whether he did or not; but 1 think he did 
BOt think that what I faw thrown was what broke the glafs. 

Do you recollcdi that Walford at the time faid any thing to 
jowof what he thought broke the glals ? 

t am not certain ; I think he thought it was fomething that 
was thrown with great velocity, but 1 am not certain. 

Did he fuy what that fomething was ^ 

He did n^t, but 1 am as perfeflly fat'sfied as I can be, that 
there were two fubllaiices thrown at the fame time, for the rcalon 
I iiienticned before. 

You faid, there were forty or fifty prrfons went back ficm 
here -do you mean to fay they were the fame pHrtie^ r 

Yes; and feveral of them feemed to know each other, as if 
they belonged to the fame gang, ifl may be aHovt^ed fuch an cx- 
preifion. My reafon for it is, tliat there were feveral llanding 
together^ The young man taken up was refting his fliouider on 
one of his companions in a friendly manner. — I afkcd him’, at 
St. jfames's, if he knew the perf m whofe ih* uidcr he wrtfi rtd* 
ntg ou?'’ And he denied having any knowledge of the pe.fom he 
was danding with. 

When WaJfoid talked of a fubftance thrown, did you under- 
jland him to mean t frown with the haiiil ? 

Tes ; but there were other perfons prefent that dsfFered fr m 
him in opinion, and thought it was a Ihot from a window where 
there were no perfonS looking out. 1 looked at the window' riiy- 
felf. I gave credit for ihit opinion, becaufe wha*^ I ftw thrawuj, 
though I heard it hit the glafs, could if t break it, at lead I 
thot^ght it could not ; nor i C'>uld not believe the W’.ndovv was 
till J enqniied i*f the fervants about the coach, atid tlien 
that convinced me that it was fomething thiown fiom foine w n- 
dow, a matble, or fomething of that kiiid, with great vch.city. 

S»atc the particular pa»t of the ftrcei where you faw the iub- 
like a halfpenny Itrike the window; ? 


It 
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ft was betwiitt the two palace yardf« thrCwii froi^^ the . 
hand Hde^ in the narrow part. 

You attended the carnage firom the one Palace Yard to the 
other— *did you hear any other fobfUnce ftrifce the windovr bo 
tareen the one Palace Yard and the other f ^ , 

I did not ; and for that reafon, that if there wad any thing 
that went through the window, it muft have been at the fame ; 
tiine> for I did not hear any fepond fliroke againft the glafa* ^ 

Do you recQlltft who the perfont were |hat thought it mnii ^ 
have coinc from a window ? , £ 

1 do not ; but it was the converfation of |he diSerent.conita^l£ 
hies that were about the carriage after his Majefty alighted, 
the opinion of feveral : I do not recolleit who aiTerted the .. 

its being thrown from a window. 

Have y^>u fince iecn the hole in his Majefty’s carriage ? 

I have feen one hole ; that was afeer the carriag<^ got into th6^ 
palace, and that was madeel believe, by a tile or fomeching of the .. 
kind, thrown at the carriage as it was enterii^ the palacc*gale £ 
in returning. - / \ , 

Did the brick hit his Majefty’s carriage oh the famefidC as the ' 
fubilar.ce hit it in Palace Yard $ i^as it on the right-hand fide, oC 


the left ? • ' 

On the left, I believe* 

Did you fee the brick hit it t i ^ 

No ;1 did not. , ' 

You faw 00 other hole in his Majefty’s carriage f . ^ 

No. " ^ 

You think fomething' whs flung out of a window of a hemfe;;^ 
- do you know the heufc ? ^ ^ 

Certainly I could i^ot ; nor within fifty yards* . * , 

Do you know the Ordnance Office ? , / 

I do not. ' , ) ‘ 


You mentioned ** Walfbrd had taken notice of tfac a£livity of Jt : 
man was that when the glafs wa^ broke, or before tha! time 

I be&eve he mentioned chat circumflance to me -before 
ftone was thrown ; about half:way between the Horfe GBardi^^ 
Palace Yard. 

Was the perfon whom Mr. Walford pointed out yoU ^ 
Palace Yard, as the perfon who threw the flonci the Wha 

afterwards taken up I 

Yes. ' i 

And Mr. Walford faid, << that was the man Who threw tha £ 
Hone?'* 

Yes } he faid, be be&eved that was the man, and ^nctd h^ , 
out to Kennedy. 

Where did he point him out to the conftaUe Kennedy f 
^ In Palace Yard, withiii about ten yards of his Msgeily*s 
risge, after his Majefty alighted. , « 

Yox.. I. 1795. # Was 
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. the fiune man as he f ointed out to you In FariUnftnt* 

ftreetl 

I believe It was } but he then pointed him out mth feveral 
Others, but not him in particular. 

The Witnoa was diredl;ed to withdraw. 


Then Mr. JOHN WALFORD was called in again, and ex* 
amined as follows ; 

Did you point out, in Palace Yard, to Mr. Stockdale, a man 
who had thrown a Hone ? 

I certainly mentioned to Mr. Stockda^e, that 1 thought that 
ytfiS the man who threw the ft ne or the other matter, or what- 
ever it was that btoke the window ; my leafon f r fo doing was 
the adlivity he'had Ihcwn the whole ot the \va) . 

Did yon hear a converfati >n about an open window ? 

1 heard one of his Majeft) *s footmen make the remark, and 
alked me, if 1 had fecn it. I told him 1 had not. 

Vou have laid, in one of ^otir anfwers, that you thought it was 
f bullet from an inftrument ; you have now £iid, it was a Hone ; 
•—reconcile thefe anfweib. 

1 certainly, in the firft inftance, thought it a bullet, or 
6nne other hard fubftance, from the velocity with which it came. 
J#r. Stockdalc faid he thought it was a halfpenny, or fomethiiig 
of that kind. I faid I really could not tell what it was, but 
that it mud be fomething rounder and holder to occafion thatr 
Idow. 

Then the witnefs was diicfted to withdraw. 


Then Mr. JAMES PARKER, of Pimlico, one of his Ma- 
jefty’s footmen, was called in ; and, being fworn, was ex- 
amined as follows : 

Yoa attended his Majefty to-day from his palace to the houfe 
ofLords? 

.»Yas. 

Wimrr was your place ? 

At the coach door, on the right-hand. 

Relate what you faw th^-ic. 

We were coming down by the Oidnancc Office, aiidabMit two 
doors fork! theu, ihrre was a kind rf a bal', or a mrirblc, or 
ibmething of that kind, that whilked by my face $ it appeared to 
come with great velocity, right ftrait foi wards. I immediately 
faid to one of the yeomen, •* I think that came from a gun, a. 
ii^ad gun, for I beard no report.” I immediately looked Vound, 
let nothing ; I looked at tlie gUfr of the carriage, and faw 



crikMiKEi!) BT mut rntfsns ot vtmuuu 

mlittU liole^ I looked rouAd^ Hi foif I coidd ftewbere thoball 
or Jubilance* or v^hatcvcr it was, came from, and 1 perceived a 
wind w open— — Miere was nobodv^ at it, which gave me raafon 
to think u came from th-’t dirtdion.-^ £aid to tho yeoman, 
** 1 thought it was veiy ftrangc wlicre that could come Ikom/* 
or fomething to that efFcdt.— I don’ V know any thing moire* 

C an )GU pomt out the houfe ? , ^ 

li hab g een outlide wind )W9. 

Was that the only emptv window ? 

I did n t oblerv- aay other. 

Was It a window in a hrit floor, or where 
A ij i lour window. 

WJiat part of the glafs w-w hit^? • 

Rather lower than the middle ; it was no great way from ity 
head : 1 had hold of the handle of the door* 

You fay this was one of the hiuiV near the Ordnance ;—^wa$ 
it a*houfc with a bow w ndow? 

A bo A, not of the parlour, but of the floor abw it. f 

Was It not the houfe next to the narrow paflage that cpinea 
into Pahee Yard, next the cathedral? •» 

It was ihc end houfe , there is no other. 

You made no enquiry there ? 

No. 

Do you believe ^he hole in the glafji was made by the bullet, 
oihtr round fubflance, that you heard whizzed by you ? ^ 

1 have no doubt about it. 

D j you think that, to have done what you deferibe, it could 
have been ihrown by a hand? 

1 think It impoilible to have come in that way, and leave So 
fmall i hole in the gl ifs. 

Did you oblerve any thing elfe thrown about the fame tfanof 
Nothing at alt. 

Did you give fuch attention to the houfe at the time, as tofiy 
which wiudim it came from ? ' i * 

No \ I could not tell that it came from the window or the 
ftreet ; I only thought that it might come bom TheHrindo<li^. 

Was thcBS any p rfon in any other window .? * 

I do not rtc died th ic I was fo timid I looked inth 410 
carri lire, and fiw his IVl ij^liy was not hurt. ^ 

You have nothuigmore <to relate ^ 

No. 

The witnefs was dtfeded to withdraw* 


Then JOHN SAYER, OfEccr of Bow Street, was called 
in; anl, beiD 3 .fwatn, was qiom^ned U foKowss 


Was you attending the proceffion to-day f 

QTes* 


War 


c 
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MfSpIlte ait* UsMijefljr’s canifegs when it came into 

' VoAf.*'' ' 

■ Yi^ 

' Wbatdidyottab&rve? 

I obferved fomethii^g come tgaiaft the carriage» 

Wat you near the carriage? 

Ciofe to it. 

What did yon oblerve? 

, - I eottid not tell what it was— *it made a crafflu' 

‘ ^gainft what part of the carnage i 
glafi of the door. 

' T&,ceater> orpanneU 
center. 

¥ott did not fee in what direftion it came i 
Ko $ 1 looked up immediately. 

What effeft had it on the glafs? 

1 faw the gM^ broke. 

In what mainner ? 

, Apparently with a hole in the middle of the glafi* with 0 
midced dar up it. 

IXd you fee any thing thrown at that time f 
I did not. 

Wat it a large hole, or what ? 

I take it might be as big as my finger; a round hole; ap» 
giiently round. 

Jfid you obferve any open window ? 

, din not. 

Woe '«Py other officer ¥ith yon at that time ? 

Where was Kennedy ? 

A ,Uttle before me ; near tbe carriage. 

X>o yon tioMicCt tbe place where it happened f 
Yes. 

1^ you know the honfe oppofite to where it happtnedf 
Yes. <> • 

. WUeb h9ofi» is iti 

'¥*0 the heft of my knowledge, it is the honfe next the Abbey. 

honfe it it ? 

Y do n6t know. 

yon acnompany the carriage going and coming f 

¥hrii ,yon few whit lert of people thej w er e«**» d id yon take 
o ice ot th«ile who were gouty of the riots and anlolts go« 
ii«.and cmhingf 

, jTtfS. ^ 

they appear the feme^ or a dift^nt fet of men ? 

Jt were ^Hhrent men at difierent places, tint feme fel* 
nil p»e way. 



I wrmj* , ^ 

#utlic oumbcr, m ht$$ you cw ibte* tlmt yoo tkiw 
^ tH Iks mj i, 

Tkrt 
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There might b« thir^ or ferty of each ide the ouirfage* 

Did thofe thirty or rorty appear to know one another 
I cannot fay that. 

What waa the nature of the infolt they oSered^ in langoage* Of 
how? 

They were fwearing and hidbg. 

What language ? 

They hallooed out* ** Peace ! Peace I’’ 

Any thing further? 

I heard nothing further. 

You did not hear them fay^ Peace I and no Gnoaon 
No. 

Did you mean thirty or forty on each (ide the carriagei or 
only thirty or forty on both fidea the carriage ? 

On eaM. 

Then you mean eighty ? 

If I was jte fay an hundred on each fide, I ihonld not exceed* 
Do you mean thefe hundred came and retnrned ? 

No ; they might for what | know. 

Did you fee the man that Walford took into enftody? « 

I faw a man that waa taken into cuftody» but do not fchoif 
it was the feme he took into cuilody. « 

Was the perfon you iaw in cullody one of thirty or forty that 
were turbulent t 

I few hinit amongft a number of other perfona that were bidbi||» 
when the confedble laid hold of him* 

He was feized in the Park ? 

Yes. 

Do you reGole6t feeing him before, in Margaret Street or 
Palace Yard? 

No. 

Bat yon had fecn him before, among the crowd ? 

Yes. 

Wlwe bad yon feen him ? 

1 faw one ot the horfc ioldiers put him ailde, juft before the 
conftable laid hold of him. 

In the Paik ? 

Yes. 

Then you had not feen him before ? 

No. 

Be quite clear aa to the number of perlbns who followed the 
coach the whole way c^og and coming— whether thirty or forty 
on each fide, or more r / 

1 (hould fuppofe there might be more than that 
coming. 

The witnefe was dirtfted to withdraw, ^ 
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Then qHItlSTOP^Eil KENNEDY, Bow SiMet Officer, w»« 
called io i and being {worn, was examined as fellows : 

Was you in attendance to day ’ 

Yc8. 

Was you near the carriage of Jits Majefty f 

Yes. 

Did you fee any thing pafs In Margaret Street^ or Palace 

'Yard? 

1 heard fomctbing come againil the ^ilafs of the door of tl'c 
ftaU coach — 1 looked up^ and law a hole in the glafsi and theglafa 
Mtred. 

What fort of a hole, 

A fmall hole* ^ ^ »- 

What do you fuppofe it was made vviih ? 

*1 4o not Know what It was made with ; X do not think It could 
|>e a ftone. 

• W^? 

‘ It had been a ftone^ I fhould think it would ha\c made a 
llWr hole. ^ 

Did you obferve any open window oppofitc to the carriage ut 
^at time? 

I did not. 

'Did you db&rve a number of peogple about the coach ! 

Yet. 

Did they f jUow the coach going, and 6n it$ return ? 




[ they appear to be the fame party on its coming and rc^i 
turning ? 

‘ Yes, they di^- 

In what manner did they hehave 

Some huzzaing, fome hiding, and fome <;alllng for peace* « 
^bing on the return f 

"On returning, I heard feverabfomethings come agalnft the ftate 
<r coach. 

What things ? 

o I do not know. I did fee one done, and that about as big as a 
large walnut. 

Did you go with the coach till it got back to the palace t 
5Waa there a glafs broke, then ? 

^ atcring the Stable Yard, I hcaid fomethlng come againd the 
. Tbs witnafs was diLafted to withdraw. 
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treat y . ■■ ' 

DF Amity, Commence,, and Navigaiion, between Wa'Bri- 
tannic Majefty, ani the United Statea of 
Signed at JLondon, thn l'9tb of -.November, i794*.(,‘ 


■ His 2dttjtjifs Ratifaatiash i, ^ 

C* 0 RO 5 

G VQfiC E the Third, by the Grate of God, Kia^ of Great Entaiii, Etartoc 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Doke of Brunfwick an# Lulleft- 
buriih, Arch-Treafurer and Printe Eleftor of the Holy Roman **• ' 

To^ll and Cngolar to whom thefe prelenu fcall come,,>greetmE : Wlwreat ow 
^aht truV a^ well-beloted counfellor, William Wyndlum, Baron Grenv.fe of 
Wotton, our Principal Secretary of State few foreign A^ira, 
our part, together with the Plenipi^tiaty of onr good, friends the Uj>it«a 
of Americ? conelade and fign at London, on the nineteenth day of Noyem^ ^ 
one thoufand, feven hundred and ninety-four, a treaty of Amity, Cornmerce.^ , 
Navigation, between us and our fald good friends : And whereas a addi 

article has, on the part of the faid Unittd States, been propofed ro be mne«^. 
S^ftid » 4«t thereof; to wMth addition We are wiUing » eon^t> 

the faid treaty and additional ard^ being in the words following , 

MIS BritanntekMneftynhd the United States of America, being ? 

ntwatvof Amity, Comwieni^and Navigation, to terminate fheh djffemno ^ m . 

3* h ^manner M without refeienie' to the merits of their refpeaive 
^^d p„S;; «V beX ealenla.*d to produce m 

^ j a anJ to reeiilstte the commerce anrf navigation , 

Sy; that 'is ’to fajf his Britannie has . 

Right Hone .WiUisPtt Wvndhant, Baron Grenville of 


Right Hon. .Wu’Uam Wyndtem^aron Orenvi Ue of W<^.y 

5"'"* 's£“TSi^ 


articles : 


articlr 1. 


Hit Mijefty vviU wUhdfaw all K» troops 

it'Mi the bounaai/^Lncs aiTiiutd by the treaty uf peace to till Uw( 




Hi ifikiAnr ^ ms sitrrAitme * 

Tbif mdiitlott 4^1 t»kf place ojH or befoi* libt -fitft degr of Jo«^» 1706 # an4 dt 
P^PIwr fiieafWv ikell in t^e inflervef fm tikeit by concert betw^ fpe govem- 
^ the United Soitei and hil.MajeftyV Oovernor-fcneral in Aiberkaj for 
Ming ^ prc%i(ni»4n'eAgeni> '4^ iKiay he neodTa^ fe^c^ing the delivety 
'\ibl the faid pofts i the United Statea^ In the metii ^me» at tb^ dIforetloA, ev* 
tending their fottiements to any part withiiii the faid boundary tine, except witbia 
^e precinds or jnrifdi^ioA of any of the (aid pofts All fettfera and tradera 
eaithm the prednfts ot jurifdiAion of the fold po(k, (hall continue to enjoy, un- 
liB^ej[fod» all thdr property of eveiy kind, and (Hail be proteded therein ; they 
I^Uhe at foil lib^ to remain t^re,<»r to retnote with all or any part of their 
and It (ball alfo be free to them to f^ their Und, hou(b, or e(Feds, or 
ti retain ibc property thereof, at their diforetlon. Such of diem ai (baU con- 
tlahe to refide within tJie faid boundary lines (hall not be compelled to become ci- 
Ittaesfo of the United States, m to take any oath of allegiance to the government 
tiierebf, but di^ (hall be at fuU liberty to do (b, if they think proper i and they 
fonS iDa)ce and declare their gledioji within one year after the evacuation afor^ 
Ibid* And all pcribns who (hall continue there after the expiration of die foi4 
yearg without having dedaied their intention of icmtining fobjeds of bis Bsi- 
laimve M^jdly, foall be confidered as having ciedled to bteome citixent of the 
/ Uniihd States. < 


ARTICLE III. 

. |b;fo[.igreed, that ft (hall etall times be free to his Majefty*s fobjeds, and to 
of the United States, and alfo the Indians dwelling on either of the 
•^“Ipltfoiimdary line, freely to pafs and repafs, by land or inland navigation, into the 
^^ed^^OdUve territories and countries of the two parties oft the condnent of America ^ 
{tM^duntryunth'.n the limits of the Hudfon’a Ba^cosnpany only excepted) and ' 
to nxidgate all the lakes, rivers, and waters thereof, and freely to carry ontradt 
and commerce with each other. But it is underftood, that this artide does not 
eginild to the admiffion of veOela of the United Sutes into the fea-ports, har- 
^ houfo, bap» or creeks of hia Maje(fy*s (aid tetiitories i we into foch ^rta of the 
riitoi inhlsMajefty's fud territories as are between the month thereof and the 
hlgh^ pertof entry from tlie Tea, excipt in fiaiU vdTels be« 

tween Montieal and Qjiebec, under fuch rtfulgtiona aa (hall be eftablUhed to pre- 
f^tfan poBlbilitv of a^ frauds in this rei|hdl$ nor to the edmiBlonof Bri- 
lllih'ffsfllbU from the (eh into the rivers of the United States, bevond the higheft 
of entry f^r vefo^a from the fea. The river Miflimppi (hall, however, 
sdefoAng to the trcity of peace, be cn^ely open to both parties ; and it is far^ 
agreed, that all the ports and places on lU eaftern fide, to which foever of 
<j|A^ behmging, may freely be tofertod to, and u(rd by both parties, ^jii ae 
|{)^||b'e mtomer as any of the Atlantic ports or places of the Unit^ StiG^or 
sidy of tkw or places of his Majedy in Great Britam. 

' ,«Bd mmhandiae, whole importation into his MajeAy's faid lerri- 
jfocito m f^U not ^ entirely prohibited, may ftecly, for the puipdTea of 

ne earned into the dame, in the manner aforefaid, by the eit'acns 
vwfod fltntesl and fuch goods and merchandiae (hall fobjeA to no 
It^ghcr orofowr dutiea then would be payable by bis Mi^eAy's fobjeAi on the im- 
pOc^On nf the. fame from Europe into the faid territonea. And, in man* 
^9 *11 |J*^s end merchandiae, whole importation into the United Sfotes foall 
. be; ^pix^bitod', may freely,, for the puipolb of commerce, be carried 
fome, ;in^ mamicr ^orefoid, by his Ma}efty*s fotne^aj end foch goods 
“tchiaifo^^ fball be fobjedl to no higher or Oiiher aoties« then would ba 
jby dtlecna of the Unitod States on the Importation of the fame, in 
aiMmbls^tntD the Atlantic noftt' of thefoMStatcaj And aU goods not 
t ’to te e|^p0r®e4 from the wid torritoresrdipeiStivcly, may, in like inait* 
l.inil flf Uto fagae by the ttvo parties rcTpttdliveiy, paying duty aa 



HAfBSTY AHD T(t£ S'^A'inSS Of Al^ICA. ^ 

ySo duty of entry ihall ever be lev!ed| by either patty, pn ^dtrles brought b^ 
'laud or inland havtgaticm into the fa!^ territories refpe&vel^ V in.* 

>4iaA$, pallihg or repaf&ng With their own proper goods and eneds. of whatever 
hatute, pay fbr the fame any imped or duty whatever ; but foods in bales,' or 
#thbr large packages unufuil among Indians, ftatt hot be Gonddered as goods b^ 
longing itna Jidt to Indians. ^ 

No higher or other tolls or rates of ferriage than what are or Aall be 
by natives, Ihall be demanded on either fide and no duties Ihall be payaW;!^ 
any goods which fiiail merely bb carried over any of the portages or carrying-^C^ 
'On either fide, for the purjpofe of being immediately re'^embarited and earned tb 
Come other place or places. But, as by this ftlpuhtlon, it is only meant to fecuif 
to each party a free paflage atrofs the portages on both fides. It is agreed, Chat 
tbii exemption frhm duty fliall extend only to fuch goods as axe carried in 
vfual and dired road aerWs the portage, and are not attempted to be in any hian^ 
ner fold or exchanged during their pafllige acrofs the fame ; and proper regula* 
tions may be eftabliihed to prevent the polfibility of any frauds In this 
epe^ n o 

As this article ts intended to render, in t great degree, the bcal advantages oC 
each party common to both, and thereby to promote a difpofidon favourable tp 
friendlhip and good neighbourhood, it U agreed that the lefpedbive goyerMentt 
will mutually promote this amicable intercourfe, by caufing fpeedy and impaitiji^.. ! 
Juftice to be done, and oeceiTary protedion to be extended to all vrha may be , 
oeroed therein* • , 

ARTICLE IV. 

Whereas it is uncertain whether the river Mlfiiflipp! extends (6 far to 
northward as to be intcrfedled by a line Co be drawn due Weft from the Lake ot! 
the Woods, in the manner mentioned in die treaty of peace between hts hfa|jeillj|t , 
and the United States } it is agreed, that meafures Ifiall be taken. In concert wi^ 
his Majefty's government in America, and the govemmenC of the United States^ , 
for making a joint furvey of the faid river, from one degree of Utitude briiow d^ 
Falls of St* Anthony, to the principal fdurce or fources of the faid iivs^, af£' , 
alfo of the parts adj»ent thereto ^ and that if, on the ceiult of fuch furvepi^ tl; ^ 
jOiould appear, that the faid river would not be yDterfefted by fuch a line Is * 
above-mentioned, the two parties will tbexeupon proceed, by amicable negotiadon^ 
to regulate the boundary line in that Quarter, as well as all other points, to be 
adjured between the faid parties, according to juiUce and mutual convenience, 
M in aonfonaity to the intent ef the faid treaty* 


ARTICLE V. 

Whereas doubts have arifen what river was truly intended under the name e>l|r ‘ 
the River St* Croix, mentioned in the faid treaty of peace, and forthii^;.a„paxi ' 
of the boundary therein deferibed, that queftion ball be xiderFed to the final de« 
cilion of commifiicmers, to be appointed in the following manner, vie. 


One commifiionerihail be named by his Majefty, and one by the Prefiden 
of the United States, by and with the advice and cordent of riie lenate r'- — 
and the faid two commifiioners (hall agtee, they ball each propoHs pnej 
land of the two names fo propofed, one ball be drawn by lot In tW.prdl^ 
the two original commllfiooera ; the three jcommiifiontb ipjpoim^ 

^om impartially to examine and decide the faid quefidon, according jl;! 
evidence as ball refpedvely be laid bdfbre them, oft tibe, patt of .m] 
government and of the United States* The iiud coimffioh^ beUi ’ 
Halifax, and ball have power to adjourn to fuqh or ^pla^ 

ihail think fit. They ball have power to appoi^it n'&eqStaff# and* to < 
VoL.I. 1795 * 4 . 


i:/:: 
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luch I^rveyon or other perfons a«« they ftall judge neceflary. The faJd commifi* 
Boners ihiin, by a declaration under their hands and feals, decide what river is the 
river St. Croix intended by the treaty. The faid declaration (hall contain a de« 

, (cription of the faid river, and lhalt parCiculanec the latitude and longitude of ltd 
xnouth and of its fource. Duplicates of this declaration, and of the ftatements of 
their accounts, and of the journal of their proceedings, (hall be delivered by them 
to the agent of his JVTajefty and to the agent of £he united States, who may be 
.refpedtively appointed and authorized to manage the bufinefs on behalf of the 
.'tefpe^ive governments; and both patties agree to conlider fuch decifion as final 
' adndcohclofivc, fo as that the fame (hall never theticafter be called into quefilon, or 
shade the fuhjcdt of difpute or difference between them. 

ARTICLE VL 

Wheteai it is allcdgcd, by divers Britiih merchants, and others his MajcAy's 
fub^efts, that debts to a corifidetable amount. Which were bond fdc contracted be- 
fore the illU remain owing to thenrby citizens or inhabitants of the United 
States, and that, by the operation of various lawful impediments fincc the peace 
not only the full recovery of the faid debts has been ^cla^d, but alfo thd value 
,and fecuricy thereof have been, in fcveral inflances, impaired and Idlcncd^ fo that, 
l^ihe ordinary courfc of judicial proceedings, the Britiih creditors cannot now 
obtain, and adtaally have and receive full and adequate compenfation for the lofles 
damages which they have there^ fuftained j it is agreed, that in all fuch cafes 
full compenfation for fuch lofiTcs and damages cannot, for whatever rcafon, 

* Sn tK* Arrlinnrv courfl* 


fame to the laid c realtors; out ic is uiutucuy uuu«.iikvw>< g, 

bttend to fuch lofles only as* have been occafioned by the lawful impediments 
aforefaid, and is not to extend to lofles occafioned by fuch infolvcncy of the 
debtor#, or other caufes as would equally have operated to produce fuch lofs if the 
faid impediments had not extfted, nor to fuch lofles or damage^ as have been oc- 
^afioned by the manlfcil delay or negligence, or wilful omiflion, of the claimant. 


For the purpofe of afeertaining the amount of any fuch lofles and damages, 
'ftve Commiflioners (hall be appoiutdd, .and authorifed to meet and in manner 
^loiloWing, viz. two of them Ih^l be appointed b^his Majeity, two of them by the 
"'l^refident of the United States, by and with the advice and confent of the Sciutc 
ifliAeof, and the fifth by the unanimous voice of the other four; and if they 
Ihotsld not agree in fuch choice, then the Commlflioneis named by the two parties 
!fhaU refpcdtively propofc one perfon, and of the two names fo propofed one (hall be 
^dtgwn by lot in the prefence of the four original commlflioiicrs. 


When the five commiflioners thus appointed (ha!l firft meet, they (hail, before 
"Ute^lfocced to refpe£lively, take the following ojth or aifirmation, in the 
of each other, which oath or affirm^iian being fo taken and duly attefted, 
^^ntcred oh the record of tlielr proceeding*^., viz. L A. B. one of the com- 
purfuanceof the fixlh Article of the Treaty of Amity, 
pominetce and Navigation, between his Britannic Majcfty and the United 
qf AmcHca, do Iblcronly fwcar or affirm, that 1 will honcftly, diligently, 
and, to the beft of myjudgn^cnt, according to 
Junlce iin4' Equity, decide^ all fuch complaints as under tlic faid article (hall be 
.^^ferred to the (bi<f commiflioners ; and that I will forbear to a^ as a com- 
^i^ei^r in any bafe in which 1 may be p^ohally intcrefted. 

tht faid conimifiionen dull conftltute a b^at^ and (hall have power 
phy apmrtainiilg to the Ihtd commlflion, provided that one of the com- 
faeh fide, and the Jflh commiflloher (hall be prefent ; and 
s fi^ lie made by the majointy of the voices of the commiflioncm 
lU' ' Eighteeft wnths from the day cm which the faid commlllionen 

ihaO 



MAJESTY AND THE WITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Siall form a boards and be ready to proceed to buHnefs^ are aligned, for receiving' 
complaints and applications; but they are neverthelcfs aathoriaed in any parl^fculair ' 
cafes, in vdiich it foall appear to them to be reafonable and fo extend the fail- ^ 
term of eighteen months, for any term not exceeding Ex months, after the expi- 
'^^tion thereof* The faid commidioners Eiall Erft meet at Fluladelphia ; but 
they /hall have power to adjourn from plate to place ts thcy'Eiall fee caufe. 

The faid commiEioncrs, tn examining the complaints and applications fo pre« ' 
ferred to them, are empowered anO required, in purfuimcc of the tme intent ' 
meaning of this article, to take into their cOnfidcrafion all claims, whetherel^ 
principal or incerelb, or balances of princmf and intereft, and to determine the 
fame refpcdllvcly, according to the merits of the fevcral cafes, due regard being haA ‘ 
to all the circumftances thereof, and as equity and juEice fhall appear to them to 
require. And the faid commifiioners Eiail have power to examine all fuch perfona'' 
as /hall come before them, on oath or affirmation, touching the premifes; and al/b 
to receive in evidence, according as they may think moft conEftent with equity and , 
juElcc, all written depoEtions, or books, or papers, or copies, or extradls thereof^ 
every inch depoEtion, book or paper, or copy or extra£l> being duly authenticated^, 
cither according to the legal forms now refpeftively cxifting in the two countries^ 
or in fuch other manner' as the faid ^ommiilioners /hall fee caufe to require ' 
or allow. 

. > 

The award of the fold commiEloners, or of any three of them as aforefald^^ 
Eiall in all cafes be final and conclufive, both as to the juftice of the ciaimt and ' 
to the amount of the fum to be paid to tiie creditor or cKiimant : and the Unitcdi , 
States undertake to caufe the fum fo awarded to be paid in fpecie to fuch creditiDf^ ^ 
or claimant without dedu&ion ; and at fuch time or times, and at fuch place or 
places, as fiiall be awarded by the faid commifiloners ; and on C'lniiition of fuch 
releafe^ or a/iignments to be given by the creditor or claimant, as by the faid com* 
mifiioners may be directed .* provided always, tliat no fuch payment /hall be fixed 
by the faid comml/Uoners to take place fooner than twelve months, from the day 
of the exchange of the ratifications of this tieaty. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Whereas complaints have been made by divers merchants and others, citleeas 
of the United States, that, during the courfe of the war in which his Maje/^ 
now engaged, they have fuftained confidcrabie lofles and damage, by reafon of iitsr- ^ 
gular or illegal captures or condemnatiens of their vefiels and other property, ulsder 
colour of authority or commifiioiis from his Majcfty ; and that, from various cir-*^ " 
cumftances belonging to the faid cafes, adequate compcnfatlon for the lofles and 
dami^s fo fuEained cannot now be a^uarly obtained, had, and received by tbO ' 
ordfhary courfc of judicial proceedings : it is agreed, that in aH fuch cafes where 
adequate compcnlatjon cannot, for whatever reafon, be now adhially obtained, had 
and received by the faid merchants and others in the ordinary courie o/^juffice, foil 
and complete compenfation for the fame will be made by the Britifll goVemilwnt to 
the faid complainants. But it is diflindUy underflood that this provifion is not tut 
extend to fuch lo/Tcs or damages as have been occafioned by the manifefl delay or 
negligence, or wilful omiffion of the claimants. 

ThaV f‘^ the purpofe of afeertaining the amount of any fuch lo/Ies' and ^ 
damages, five commiflioners /hall be appointed and authorifed to in- London^ < 
exadtly in manner dire^cd with refpe^l to thoie mentioned in the preceding articl^ 
and after having taken the fam^ oath or affirmation ‘fnutatis mutandii) thefaffiu 
term of eighteen months is alfo afligned for the reception of claims, and they^^O 
in like manner autliorized to extend th* fame in particular cafes. Tlfoy 
ceivc teflimony, books, papers and evidence in the fame latitude, and exei^fo 'tlte 
like dircrction and powers refpe£ting>that fubjedt; and /hall decide the cMwm > 
queftion accordijig to the merits of the fevcral qafeSi and to juftice, equity, ^ 

d % IW;,, 



to his 

Upm of os^onil* The ewerd of ^ faid commi&neri, or any Tn^h three ot', 
1;bem as s^tfaid, ihall* in a^ll cafes^ be dnal concltidve, both as to die jjuftko 
Sf imd to amount of the fom to be paid to the claimant^ and hio 

Birltaantt 'Majefty undertakes to caufe the iame to be paid to fuch claimant ba 
j^clci without any dedudion> tn fuch place or places^ and at fuch time or times* 
«S fliall be awaided by the fjune commi^ooeidy and onrConditioA of fuch releafea 
* or aMgnments to be given Ey the clalmantSy as by the faid commlSioners may be 

And whereas certain merchants and others» his Majefty*s fubjedbf con^Iain* 
tbaty in the courfe of the war, they have fuftalned Infs and damage by realon of 
. die captw of their velTels. and 'merchandize takeh within the limits and jurif- 
didcion of the States, and brought Into the ports of the £une, or taken by veifelt 
ors^aally armed in ports of the faid States* 


^ It Is agi^, that In all fuch cafes,' where reftitutlon ihall nbt have heen made 
agjteeahly to the tenor of the letter 'from Mr. Jeflfcrfon to Mr. Hammond, dated 
at p^adelphia, September 5, 1793, (a copy of which is annexed to this treaty) 
thjs eomplaintaof the parties ihall be, and hereby are referred to the coromillionera 
to appointed by virtue of this Article, who are hereby authorized and r«|[uired 
> to proceed in the like manner relative to thefe as to the other cafes committed to 
them; and the United States undertake to 1 ay to the complainants dr claimants 
in fptcie, without dedudion, the amount uf fuch fums as ihall be awarded to them 
sdj^ively by the faid commiflionera, and at the times and places which in fuch 
•wards fiiall bt fprcifipd $ and on condition of fuch rdeafes or aifignments to be 
Jl^pBA^by the claimants as in the faid awards may diredted. And it is further 
^ thatTnot only the now • xifting cafes of both deferiptions, but alfo all fuch 

' sis ’.iOltall exift at the time of exchanging tlie ratifications of this treaty, ihall h% 
COItfidercd as (icing within the provlfions intent and mcanlog of tlus article. 


ARTICLE VIIL 

It is further agreed^ that the commlfiioners mentioned in this and in the tww 
ortceding articles ihall be refpe^vely paid in fuch a manner as ihall be agreed be- 
' fwoen the two parties ; fuch agreement being to be fettled at the time ot the ex" 
•hilhgie of ^e ratifications of this treaty. And all other expences attending the 
^ eomnififiions fimll be defrayed joinUy by the two parties, the fame being pxe-< 

! W(U% atceruined and allowed by the majority of the commifiioners. And in the 
death, fickneis or neceflary abfence,tbe place of every fuch commiOioner 
Xefj^idUveiy ihall be fuppUed inythe fame manner as fuch commiflionw was firft 
^ appoint, and the new commifiioner ihaU Uke the liunc oath or affirmation, and 
.doi the dutiestf 


A R T I C L E IX. 

thatBritlih fubjedb, who now hold lands In the terrltoHdijief tim 
; , urnh# StittciB, and American citizens, who now hold lands in the dominioffii of his 
continue to hold them according to the native and' tenure of their 
je^l^e^Veiiates and titles therein ; and may grant, fell ox devife the fame m whom 
^ tiiet pleaft, in like manner as if they were natives; and that neither they, nor 
thgiTi heirs of afligns, ihaU, fo far as may refpedi the faid lands, and the kgal^ remo»' 
iheietPy be regarded as aliens. 

; ARTICLE X. 



thedebts due fsom individuaU of the one nation to* individuals of the 
idinrcs, nor monieai^ which ^isy may have In the public funds, or in the 
iivete banks, Asdl ever, in any event of war or national diflciesices, be 
or it being ui^uft and impOlitac that debu apd engagemrata 

contracted 



iim TKi imm tit 

t^ntrwBtAtnA tmiM by $fidi«ld^i donfidBUce tn eich, oOiefv tni ifi ^Ir \ 
refpe^tive ptytnmtntif ihould evte be ddho^ed or impaired by oetiiotiidl eutbcirity^. « 
on account of national dilRnencet and difoonteati* 

' ART!«CtE Xt. 

le 18 agreed between hit llajedy and die Ignited' States of Amedca, 1^. 
there (ball be a reciprocal and. entirely perfe^ liberty of navigation and comimM 
between their rcfpe^Tc people, in the manner^ under the limitations, and on d** ' 
conditions fpecified in the Mowing,^ articleit , . . i 


artici,e xn. 

His Majefty conTents, that It ihall and may be lawful, dunng the time herein**, 
after limited for the citicens of the United States to carry to any of his Ma}efty*n 
illands and ports in the Weft Indies from the united States, In their own vefteis, im* 
being above the burthen of feventy tons, any goods or mcrchandiaes, being of tW 
growth, manufa&uieor produpe of the faid States, which it is or may be lawful tor 
carry to the faid iflands or ports from the faid States in Britiih vefTcLs and that ’ 
the faid American vcffels (hall be fubje^fc there to no other or higher tonnage 
duties or charges than ihall be payable by Britiih veflcla in the ports of the United' 
States j and thlt the cargoes of the faid American veflcla ihall be fuljed there lm 
no other or higher duties or charges than ihall be payable on the lilm articles, if 
imported there from the faid States in Britiih veflcla* 


And his Majefty alfo confenta, that it fiiidl he lawful for the faid Amerlcim^ " 
citizens to purchafe, load, and carry away, in their faid veifels, totheUhite4< 
fitates* from the faid iflands and ports, ail furh aiticiea,. being of the growfc]i|» 
mantitadlure or produce of the faid iflands, as may now by law be carried from* 
thence to the faid States in Britiih veffcls, and fubjea only to the fame duties and 
charges on exportation to which Britiih veflels and their cargoes are or ihaU bn 
fubjed in fimilar olrcumftancea. 

j ' . 

Prpvided always, that the fa^d American veflels do cany and land their caigfiei * . * 
In the United States oify, it being exprefsly agreed and deeUred, that dozing ; 




Ing any melaflVs, fugar^ cofiec, cocoa or cotton, in American veflels, atber * 
his Majefty’s iflands or from the United Stales, to any part of the world, s 

the UniLed StaKs, reafcnable fca ilotes exeepted. , : t/- 


Provided alfo, that it ihall and may be lawful, during the fame period, , for 
Britiih veflels to import from the faid iflands into the Uni^ed States, and to cx* 
port from the United States to the faid iflands, all articles whatever, being of thn 
growth, produce or roanufaiSlure of the faid iflands, or of the United Sya^. 
refuedlivclya. which now may, by the laws of the faid States, he fo importnA^odl , 
exported^’'' rAnd ihat the cargoes of the (aid Britiih viflcls fliall be fubje^ to an- 
other or higher duties or charts than ihall be payable on the fame articles, if fit ; . 
imported or exported in American veflels* 


It is agreed that this article, and every matter and th'ng therein odhtaine^, , > 
ihall continue to be in force during the continuance of the war In which hig^, * 
Majefty is now engaged; and alfo tor two years from and afftr the day of th#, ^ 
fignature of the prclimary or other articles of peace by which the fame way bt*- * 
terminated. 

And it is further agreed, that, at the expiration of the faid term, the two fMK 
tr acting parties will endeavour further to mgulate their commerce in this 
nccQidbg to the fituation in which hiyMajtlty may then And hintfclf wim 
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to the Weft Indies, and with a view to focb arrangeqciejitir may beft condoee to 
the i&utual advantage and extenfion ot coaunerce* 

And the fad paitie? wll then alfo r^new their difcufllon'', and endeavonr to> 
ag)rt,e, whether m any oi what cifet neut «tl veflels ihall rrot ii e Riny'e \ rnfcrtyV 
and in what cafes, nroMfions and other ^rtcies, not geneiaVy conti than d, miy* 
hec me ji ch. But, ir the nfan time, th ir co dulft ^‘ow ds each other in thefe 
jefpedta ihall be regulated by the a^cit.s hcra nafter nfeited on thofe fubjcdls# 

ARTICLE ^IXL 

Hi 8 Majefty confents that the veiicls bclonv Ing to the citisens of the Unitel 
States of America ihall b adm tted anl 1 ^fpi ably le eived in all the fea porta 
and harbours of the Bnliih teni oue^ in thw Lait Indies. And that tl e citizens 
of the ikid United States naay freely cany on a trade between the faid territories 
and the faid United States in all articles, of which the importati n or exporta- 
aiow refpeflively to or f om the faid tern tones ihall n t j e e tjrely prohibited. 
Fsovi<*ed only, that it ihall not be liwful fo them, n any tin c ot war bctu cen 
iht Britiih government and any other po er oi li c wl cever, to txpoit from the 
Iwd temtone , without thcfpttial pcimiflion ot the ritiih govc nnicnt there, anfr 
BliUtary ftorcj or naval ftorcs, m nec The titizt ns oi the Ui itcd Statt s ihall pay 
Isr their veikis, when adn itled into tl c iaid po ts, n > other or highci tonnage 
dhfy than ihall oe pa) able on Biitiili \elkls w cn admitted into the ) o t ot the. 
Halted States. And they ihal pay no other or higher duties or chaiges on die 
importatioji or exportation of the cargoes of th. laid veilch than ihall be payible 
wn the fame articles when inipoit d cr exp rted m Bn iih veiiels. But it is ex» 
ffefsiy agreed, that the v fleU of the Uniteii Stite ihall not cany an of the 
enickt expoitcd by them itom the faid Bntiih t nitoncs w any port or place, tx* 
eept to ibine port or place m America, where the fame ihall b unladen , am) iuch 
scgulati ns ihall be ado|>ted h) bot > parties as ihall, fiom time to t»me, be found 
wecellary to eniorcc the due and faithful obkivauc oi this ilipulation. 

It IS alio un^erilood, tbtf tin peimiiHon granted by this aiticle is nor to excend 
lo allow thr vefleU of theUniud States to carry on any pnt ot the c iflmp t ide 
•f 0)e faid Bntiih temtones, but veiicls go ng u th their nginal carg or part 
thereof iromone port ot diichargc to another, au not to b couiiderei is aii) ng 
#lt Ihe goading trade. Neither is this aiticle to be conflrupd to allow the citizens 
wl the laid States to fettle or reildr within bic iaiu territories, ox to go into the 
inifnor par^ thereof, without the permillion of the Biittlh g •veriiineni cilabhihed 
there; and if an) tranigrcfiion fliould be attemitcd a^airll uie reguhti ns ot the 
Bntiih Goveinment in this rclpefl, the oblcivance or tl (imt ihall and may be 
«0tforC6d againil the citizens ot Amcnci, in the fimc m inner as agi nft Britiih 
tfubjcdlx, ox others tranfgrcfling the i imc rule. And the c ti/cus ot the Vuted 
States iwbencvtr they aiine in an> port orhaxboar in the lai teinton s, or il 
lEfaey Aotiid be permitted, in mannei afxrefaid, co go to any other place therein, 
fbill $lwa>s be fubjedt to the laws, government, and juiifdidion of iwtiatcvcr 
aiatxtrc eftabliihed in ftich h irbour, poit, or place, according a the fam« hlay be , 
the ciUxens of the United States may alfo couch, for rctrcihi irn*-, at the liland c f 
St. Helena, but fubjcfl, in dl iclpedis, to fuch regulations a tlxc Biitiih gosein 
ueot nuy from time to time cilabliih there* 

ARTICLE* XIV. 

There ihall be between all the dominions of hi- Majeily in Euroi e, and the 
fonitonc^ of the United Stetes, a reciprocal and ptrfcdk iibert) of commerce and 

S igicton. The people and inhabitants of the two countries lefpedtively ihall 
e liberty freely and fteuxeU, and without hindrance and molcllaiion, to come 
b 0ieit ihips and caigt cs to ihe land., countries cities, ports, places and rivers, 
bill) the dominions and Uintones afoiefoid, to cntci into tl^ fame, to reforc 
•* tlicic. 
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cHere, an4 to rornain and refide there, without any lifnitatrou of tim: 'dlfo hire' 
^nd poflefs houfes an 1 warehoufes for the purpofeii of their commerce, and gener- 
ally, the merchants and traders on each fiJc fliall enjoy the molt complete pro- ^ 
tdfftion and fecurity for their commerce, hut fubjefik always, as to what lelpeUa 
this article, to the laws and it'atutes of the two countries rcfpettively. 

ARTICLE |j?CV. 

It Is agreed that no other or h'gher duties lhall be paid by the flilps er'mero ' . 
chandize of the one party In thepqrts of the other, thanfuch as arc paid by 
like velTels or merchandize of all other nat.ons. Nor /hall any other or highyt|r’ ;<; 
duty be impofed In one country on the importation of any articles, the 
produce, or manut'a^ure of the otlier, than are or /hall b? payable on the impor-. 
tation of the like articles, being of the growth, ]iroduce, or manufa£kure!<of|«i»|': j 
other foreign country. Nor lhall any prohibition be impofed on the expork^iW ^ 
or Importation of any articles to or from the territories of the two parfes refpdd^p' 
tively, which /hall not equally extend to all other nations. 

But the Brltl/h government referves to itfelf the right of impo^ng on Amcrf* 
can vc/Tels into the Briti/h ports In Europe a tonnage duty equal to that whicli 
lhall be payable by Briti/h vc/fels in the port'; of America ; and alfo fuck duty as 
may be adequate to countervail the di/Ference of duty now pfiyable on the import* 
atlon of European and Afiatic goods when imported into the United States in Bxi- 
ti/h or in American vc/fels. 

The two parties agree to treat for the moft exaft equalization of the duties 
tfic rerpe(51ive navigation of their fubjefks and people, in fuch ma-mcr os may he 
liio/l beneficial to the two countries. The arrangements for th s purpofe /hali 
be made at the fame time with thofe mentioned at the conclu/ion of the twelfth 
article of this treaty, and are to bi confidered as a part thereof. In the interval^ 

It is agreed, that the United States will not impofe any new or additional con. 
jiagc duties on Briti/h ve/Telsj^or increafe the now fuhfi/bng difference between the 
duties payable on the importation of any articles in Briti/h or in America^ 
veffeis. 

ARTICLE XVL 

It fiiall be free for tlie two cootra£king parties refpcAively to appoint fcoftfitV; 
for cbe proccAion of trade, to refide in the dominions and, territories aforefaidi 
and the fald Confuh (hall enjoy th tfe lihertlen and rights which belong to them 
by reafon of their funAlon. But before any Conful lhall a£l as luch, he IbuU be hi 
Che ii(fual forms approved and remitted by the party to whom he* is lent ; and it ae 
hereby declared to be lawful and proper, that in cafe of illegal or improper coa* 
duA towii^ the laws or government, a Conful may either be punilhed accoirS^ 
to laws will reach the cafe, or be difmiffcd, or even fent back, tHo 

ofieiidSillovernment afligoing to the other their reafons for th^; fame. 

Either pf the parties may except from the refidence oFConfuls fucb particottt 
places as fuch party /hail judge proper to be excepted. 

ARTICLE XVII. ■ ’ 

It Is agreed, that in all cafes where vefich lhall be raptured 6r detained, on 
juft furpicion of having.on board enemy^s property, or of carrying to the enenay' 
any of the articles which are contraband of war, the fajd vefiel /hall he broa|^ 
to the neareft or moft convenient port ; and if any property of an enemy 
be found on board fuch vclTel, that part only which belongs to the aiemy ihallt4wi>. 
made prize, and the vcH'cl /hall be at Eberty to proceed with the remainder. ^ 
out any impediment. .And it is agreed, riiat all proper meafures /hall be 
to prevent delay, in deciding the cafes of'ftiips or cargoes fo brought in /or 
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’and In'tlie payment, or recoveiy pf any mdemniftcatidn adjudged'^ 
Herald to be to the mafters or od^jicxs of fuch fliips. 

ARTICLl xym. 

In order regulate what !s in future to be ellecmed contraband of War^ it lo 
agfeed^ that under the faid dejM^natioh /haii be comprifed all arms and imple- 
meati (iirving for the purpofes land or by fea, fuch as cannon^ mulkccs, 

; ^MiortarSa petardes, bombs, gfanadoes, carcafles, lauciiTes, carriages for cannon, 
auuAxt refts, bandoliers, gunpowder, match, faltpetre, badl, pikes, fwords, hcad- 
. pieces, cuiraHes, halberts, lances, javelins, horfes, horfe-furniture, holftcrs, belts^ 
And, generally, ocher implements of war j as alfo timber for Ihip-building, tar or 

copper in iheets, fails, hem^ and cordage, and generally, whatever may 
, ^re£ldy to the equipment of veiTeis, unwrought iron and fir planks only ei-< 
; and all the above articles are hereby declared to be juft objects of coii-* 

' difitiidon, whenena* they are attempted to be carried to an enemy. 

*' And whereas the difficulty of agreeing on the precife cafes in which alone pi*»- 
tdfiima and other articles, not genially contraband, may be regarded as fuch, rciw 
Specs it expedient to provide agalnft the inconveniences and mlfunderftanding^ 
whiich might hence arift : It is further agreed, that whenever any fuch articles fo 
becoming contraband according to the exifting laws of nations, (hall for that i-ea* 
4 u, be feixed, the fame ikall not be confifirated, but the owners thereof fhall be 
*’ , Speedily and completely indemnified 5 and the captors, or, in their default, the go- 
under whofe authority they aft, ihall pay to the mafters or owners of 
Nhich veffcl the full value of all articles, with a reafonable mercantile profit 
tkeitton, together with the fieiglic, and alfo the demurrage incident to fuch de- 
tention. 


And whereas It frequently happens, that velTels fail for a port or place belong- 
ing to an enemy, without knowing that the fame is either befieged, blockaded^ 
Ar snvefted $ ft is agreed that every vefTel fo circumftanced may be turned awdy 
' Aoiiti fuch port or place, but ihe Aall not be detained, nor her cargo, if not con- 
^'traband, be ^onfifeated, unlefs, after notice, ihe fhall again attempt to enter. But 
^all be permitted to go to any port or place /he may think proper j nor /hall 

a veflel Of goods of either party, that may have entered into fuch port or plai;e 
* the iame wi^ befitged, blockaded, or invefted by the other, end be found 
Ids^n ,9ltttr the reduftion or farrender of fuch plac^ be liable to confifeataoj^ 
' hut /hall be reftored to the owners or proprietors thereof. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

And that more abundant care be taken for the fecurity of the fub- 

jnAh'iud dtizens of the epntradting parties, and to prevent their fumpm inju- 
lbs ly the men of war or privateers of either pstty, all cohiii|p!ers of 
ihips of war and privat^, and all otben the laid fubjofls an^ltizcns, 
ihalt forbear doing any damage to thpfe of the other party, or coinmitti^any out- 
iige agunft them ; and if they aft to the contrary they fhall be punt/hed, and 
fliall aljfo be bound in tholr pet^ons and eftates to make fatisfaftion and repara- 
tion for aU damages, and the intereft ckeseof,*of whatever nature the f&td damages 
may he« ‘ 


P ajmroanders of prlvateeif^ before they receive their coni- 
cr be obliged to give, befm a competent judge, fufiii ient 
teCpoftfibh futittes, who ha%ti no intoaft in the fald prlva- 
ogetiier with the faid commander, Ihall be jointly and, fe* 
thn of fifteen hundred pounds fterling $ or, if fuch /Up be 
aae hundred and fifty Idamen or foldiers, in the fum of 
Aerhng, to fatisfy all damages and injuries, which the falu 
r men, ot any or tjheti^ ^tay do or comnlit, during their 



MAJESTY AND THE VNXTBO STATES OF AMERICAS flf 

Mize, contrary to the tenor of rhia treaty* or to the lawa ani mftruAIons fbl^^ 
r^yul It ng thci onduA { and turther* that m all cafes of aggreflions the laid com« 
miihoncrs fhall be i evoked and annuUedi 

It IS alfo agreed, that whenever a judge of a Court of Admiralty of either of 
the parties fliall pronounce fentence againft any vcflll, or goods, or pr ipeity be- 
longing L ) the fubjedls or citi/enf ot the ocht r party, a formal and duly authen** 
ticate 1 copy of all the pro eedings in the caufe, and of the faid Icntcncc, Hiall, if 
required, be delivered to the commander of the faid vefTel without the fnialleft do* 
lay, he paying all legal fees and demands for the fame. 

ARTICLE XX. 

It 1 $ further agreed, that both the fiid conti acting parties i^all not onlv refute 
to r’ccive -iny pirate into iny of their ports, hiven , r town^, or pe mit %t\v of 
th'*ir inhabitmt. ti ijeteive, prcteift, huhour, conceal, or iffill the n m any 
mmner, but will bring to condign puniihment all iudi inhabitants at {lull 
guilty ot fuch adt or ottences. 

And ill their {hips, w th the goods or merchandizes taken by them, and 
brought into ti t port of either of the laid pirt es, (hill be fuzed as far as they 
cm be dif ove cd, and dull be reftored ti the owner , or the fadorsor agents 
duly (1 puted and luthorued in writing by them (ptoper evidence being fhewn it 
the court f Admiralty for^preving the property) even m caL fuch efheds fhouhl 
hive { iilcd into other hands by fate, if it be proved that the bqyerH knew, mff 
had good rcafon to believe or fufpe^ that the) had been piraticrll) taken. ~ 

ARTICLE XXL 

It It likewlfe agreed, that the fuh^eAt and citicens of the two nations /hall 
lio iny ads oi hoiblity or viol<*nce againft each other, nor accept comminioni of 
inftr idions fo to adt iro n any foieign pr n e or ilate, enemies to the other party | 
nor {hall the enimies ot on of the 'parties be permitti^ to invite, or endeivour tt 
enlilt m the milit try fer ice any of ibe Aibjedts or citizens of the other part) $ 
and the laws agamfl'ali fuch offi nces and aggreflions (hall be punflually execi^ted. 
Ai|d it any fuujefk or citizen ox the faid parties refpe^^vely (hall accept any fo* 
z^n commSHion, or IcCt is of maiquc, fer arming any tcfltl to aA as a prira« 
Ceer agamft the other party, and be Mken by the other ^ arty, it is hereby deJase^ 
to ba lawful foi the faid party to treat and puniih the fiid fubjg£t or wiuzen, hav* 
Sag fuch commiifion or letters of matque, as a pirate. * 

. ARTICLE XXII. 

It ftipolated that neither of the fiH contndting pnrtics will order 

or iullm|Be any ads of reprifal agfaind the ot icr, on complaints of injuries or da* 
ma^ci rjptil the faid party {ball firik have pafuvted to'che other a ftatement 
thereof, veriikd by comue^ent proof ^and evidence, and deinanded juftice and faA*# 
fadion, and the fame {hall either h'lve b*cn relufed or unreafbnabi^ dlela)ed. 

ARTICLE XXIIL 

The (hips of war of each of he contiaditig pirties (hall, at all times, be iHSl^ 
|)itaMy rei c ved m the ports ot the otlicr, thur ofH ers and crews paying d|^ 
^fped to the laws and governinent of the countiy 7 he o/h ers (hail be treaw 
With thit relped which is due to the commiiiious which they beat , agd itJ|K 
infult {hould be ofilrc I to thctnbyanyof the inhabit mtv, all ofieoders 
vcfpeCt ihall be puniihed a diilurbeis of the peace nd imity between thiytdm 
countries And his M ijift) c irfuits that in cafe an American r/lM (houUi, bf 
McL of weath9» dancer iioin wn.iaies, or other misbrcuncs, be Itnced to tiie 
t79S* ® 



U TSBATt y^ttANmc 

WtsURty tff fe^U!^ Adter in any of hit Majei^3r's ports. Into which foch 

lidt ib ofdlnary cafes claim to be admicted, Ae ihiUl, on manifeftli^ that 
"^cej^ty to the fatisfajftton of the .govemmeBt of the place, he hoipitabl- 
jjfcnd'permitted to and to pur^htfe at the market price f«ch neceiTaries as 
'liiay ftand in need of, confphnahly to fueh orders and regulations as the govern*^ 
^ inent of the place, having refpeA to drcmnftanpes pf each cafe, Aall preferibe. 
'$the Aallnot be allowed to break hulk or unload her cargo, unlcf^ th e iame Aall 
necelfary to her being refijted^ nor Aall Ae be ])crmittc<rm fell any 
fart Of jier caigo, unlefs lb much Only as may be' ^eceiTary to defray her er- 
fences, and ^n not without the exprefs pefniiflkif^ of the government ef the 
;pbce } nor A»ll Ae be obliged to pay any duties wh^Ver, except only on fuch ar- 
'tides as Ae may be permitted to fell for Ae purpoie afoie£dd» 

ARTICLE XXmV '1. 

T't Aall not be lawful for any foreign prlvate^s (not being fubjedls orxitizeno 
of either of the faid parties) who have commi^ions from any other prince or ftate 
In enmity with either nation, to arm their Alps In the ports of cither of the raid 
parties, nor to fell what they have taken, nor in any other manner to exchange 
the fame i' nor Aall they be allowed to purch^e more provilions than Aall be 
yiecegary for their going to the neareil portof that prhsce or from whom they 
’obUmed cherr commiAons. 


-^.iARTlCLE XXVlf^- 

ih^ be lawful fbr.tbe'lhips of war and prkrabeen, belonging to the fa!A 
tertles refpedlively, to carry whitherAever thoy pleaA the Aips and goods takeji 
fnim their enemief, without being obl^ipM to pay mjf fee to the offices of the 
*-Admif^i^» or to any judges whatever $ nor flull the Taid prizes, when they ar- 
rive at and enter the ports of the faid |frartie!|,.^ detained or feiaed j neither Aall 
. Ibe, fearchers or other officers of thofe p 1 a<^ vifit fuch prizes (except for th^/ 
preventing the Carrying of any part of the cargo thereof on Acre, in 
any manner contrary to the eftabUAed laws of revenue, navigation, or commerce) 
AiaU fuch officers tadgt cognisance of tlic. validity of fuch prizes ; but they 
at liberty to hold faj^i^and depart as fpeedily as may and cari7 their*! 
prices to the«^^|aec| in|i|^oned in thdr commWioai or patents, which thn > 

;: ic|^m«ndtra of the (a^ '.lbl^'of vsar or privateers &all bt^^obliged to Aew* 

fiditer or refuge Aall be given in their ports to fuch as have made a prize 
fubjedb or citizens of eiAcr of {aid parties i but if forced by nrefs 
‘weather, ov/the dangers of Ae fea, to enter therein, particular care ' 
and to caufe them to retire as foon .j 
*m treaty jj^aUined, Aall, however, be condrued to opera 
“^es ntidexiiting public treaties withother Avereigns or ih^Usi 
,90Kc, that i^ile they continue in amity, neither of Acm 
Ohy treaty xka^ Aall be iocoiAiient wiA this or the 

iffy ' 

..jr of ;|jho Aid pai^es Aall permit the Alps or goods belonging to the fub- 
the other to be taken within cifnton A> t of the coaft, n^r ill 
the b^Vsy poits, or rivers of their territories, by Aips of war, or oUit i 
rig commiffim from any princ& rcpubflc, or date whatever. But, in cafe 
fo happen, the paity^ whole territorial rights Aall thus have been vio- 
Ais utmod endeavours to obtain, fr<m the offending party, full and 
IhtHsrriCflan for the yeflSrl or veffeb fo taken, whcAer the faine be velTeU 
or.' merchant 
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ARTICLE XXVL 

tf at any time a rupture* fhould ' take place (whiqh GomS forbid) between lus, 
Shlajefty and the United JStatea, the fperchanta and others of ^ach df the two 
nations reiidlng in the dominions qf the other^ /hail huve the pifvUege of remain* 
Ing and continuing their trade lb long as they behave' peaceably^ dnd commit no 
offence againft the* laws; and in cafe their condufl fhould render them fufpedh^^ 
and the refpediive governcrenta /hould think proper to order them to remove^ tne 
term of twelve months, from the publication of the order, fhall be alloy^ thjm' 
for that purpofe, to remove with their families, cffefts and property 
favour fhall not be extended to thofe who fhall aA contrary to the eftablifhedl lajiliv 3 
and for greater certainty it is declared, that fuch rupture fhall not be deemed , 
exift while negotiations Ibr accommodating differences fhall be dependin^^ 
until the refpe^ive ambafTadors or minifters, if fuch there fhall be, fhall be ‘rt* , 
called or fent home on, account of fuch difierences, and not on account 6f perfonal . 
mifeondudf, according to. the nature and degrees of which' bo^ parties retain theif ' 
rights, hither to requelt the recall, or immediately to fend home the ambafTador br ' 
in«nifier of the other ; and that without prejudice to their mutual friendlliip and ' 
good underftanding. 

ARTICLE XXVn. 

It is further agreed, that his Majefty and the United States, on mutual requtd* 
tions by them refpedlively, or by their refpedtive mioiflers, or officers authorised t# , 
make the fame, will deUyer up to jufhcc all perfbns, who being chatged tildill 
murder or forgery, committed within the jurifdi^^bct ^f either, fhall ieek&i 
iif'ylum within any of the coui; tries of the other, provided that, this fhall odjP^ - 
' done on fuch evidence of criminality, as, according to the lawr of the place Mete 
.the fugitive or prrfon fo charged ihall be found, would juffify his apprehepdoii ind ' 
commitment for trial, if the offence had there been committed* The cxpence.ni^.. 
fuch apprehenfion and delivery fhall be bo^ and defrayed by thofe who maketlti. 
x:<]uiiicion and receive thb fugitive, 

sw \ < *' 

ARTICLE XXVIII. * . , 


It is agreed that the firft ten Articles of this Treaty fhall be permanent, and thilit; 
the fubfequenc Articles, except the twelfth, fhall be limited in their duratioflf 
twelve years, to be computed from .the day on which the radj^tiojns of thU taatM . 
)|fhall be exchanged, fubjedl to this condition : .that limfemas the faid , 

'Article will expire^ by the limitation therein contained, at the end of two y«am 
from the figning the preliminary or other articles of peace which fhadl 
tl)^ prefen t war in which his ajetfy is engaged ;^lt is agreed, that propsr meafiur^l 

by concert be taken for bringing the fubjedl: of that Article into amiGablll',; 
,tre|ni|nd difeuffion, fo early before the expiration of the faid term, ^as thdt 
on that head may by that timp be perfedted^ and ready 
BwHyit fhould unfortunately happen, that his Majefly and Ujwid , 

fhonUhot be able to agree on fuch new arrangements, hi that c^.all 
of tSIrTreaty, except the firA ten, fhaU thcn ceafc and,^xpu% together. ^ 

Laflly, This treaty, when the fame fhall have been ratified by his Majeft^ Mi' > 
.by the l*Kfident of the U nited States, by and with the advice ;ind confient 
.Senate, and the refpedlive ratifications mutually exchanged, fiisdl be blndM^^I; 
obligatory to his Majefty, and dn the faid States, and fhall be by tlvem 
vCxecut^d and ohferved with punctuality, and the moft fincere regard to 
And whereas it will be expedient, in oider the better to facilitate inCeix;ou^iHilia ‘ 
obviate difficulties, that other articles be propofed and added to this ^ 

articles, from want of time and other clrcumllances, cannot now be 
"agreed, that the laid parties will, from time to time, readily treat of 
ii;g.fu^ articles, and will fincere)^ endeavour fo to foon the||p^ a« thael^ 



his Bitmiftne 

mince to fMutuftl,fiQftvenIence» leild to promote mutual fatUfadion ami 
fmndihip j and that tjie feid articles, after having bedn duly ratified, fiiall be added 
mi|ke a.pert jOtf this treaty* 

V ' in faith whereo/» we^ the underfigned mlniflers plenipotentiary of his Majeily 
d^ lCing of Great 'Britain^ and the United States of Amerka, have figned thit 
prefent treaty, and have caufed to be affixed thereto the f.a'> of our arms. 

Pone at London, this Nineteenth Day of Novenyberi One thousand- fcTCB 
}|uiidred and ninet^*four« 

CaENVItLI. f|». S.^ 

John Jay. j(L. $.) 


Pbiladefpbhf Seftm 5 , 1793 * 

fi I 

I AM honoured vrith yours of Auguft 30. Mine of the 7th of that montia 
adTured.you, that meafures* were taken for excluding from ail further afylum in 
ports ve^ls armed in them to cruixfc on nations with which we are at p^ce, 
■'#ISd,|br the re/toration of the prices, the Lovely Lafs, Prince William Henry,' and 
fche fane/ of Dublin s and that ihould the meafures for refiitution fail in their 
the Prcfident confideri^ it as incumbent on tho United States to make 
4|lM|^nfacion for the vefil^i; 

Wi^are bound by our treaties 'with three of the Belligerent nations, by all the 
'Hiessttin our power, to protedl; and defend their velTels and efiedls in our ports or 
WateiV, or on the Teas near our Ihores, and to recover and reilore the fame to the 
id^ht dwners when tjiken from them. ^ all the means in our power are ufed, 
«nd fail in their efie^ aye are not bound by our treaties with thole nations to 
intake compenfation. 


' though we have no fimilar treaty with Great Britain, it was the opinion of 
' the Brefident, that we fiioutd ufe tow:kds that nation the fame rule, which, under 
article, was to govern us ^ith tlie< other nations $ and ^ven to extend it to 
^pmres made on w', high feas, and brought into our p^ts, if done by veilelji 
J^hl^ l»d been armed ^thitt them. , ^ \ 

■ sanicular reafons, forbore to ufe all the means in our power for the 
le three vefieU mentioned in my letter of Augufi 7th, the prefid^,. 
tnbenton the United States to make compenfation for them^j ' 
'1^ ibid m that letter of other vefiels taken tinder like ' 

mAt in after the 5th of June, and before the date of 
^ j l .fi^bearancc had taken ^lacej it was and is his opiniOH^pst 

p, As lto piiues made pndm the fame clrcumftances, and brought in after the 
Pfta 6f that letter, thb Prefident ddcermined, that all the means \n our power 
|lmUld be uled finr-^their reftitution. If thefe fail, as y/t ffiould not be bound by 
ipirjd|||g|Scs to make Mmpen^atlon to the other powers in the a alogoi^ cafe, he 
to give ^ opinion that it ought to be done to Great Britain.' But 
^ any cafe arife fublequent to that date, the circumfiances of which 
ce them on fimilar grouno with thofe before it, the Prefident would think 
‘ donj^ually incumbent on the United States. 


? governors of the dlfiferent States, to ufe all the 

iclforing prises ef this |alt defeription found unthin thoie 
* ports } 



Dortst though they will of courCe take i^afores to he thfbr^'of and dul 
fec'^eral eovcinment has given them the aid of the CiiKooi-pOulIif 6mc^ for thSO 
purpofe, yet you wiU be fei^ble of the importance of ronltiplying the channelt aC , 
their Information, as far as fltall depend on youiftif, or any fierfon Under ywpe 
ateftion, in order that thegorernors may ofe the meuw^B their power for makins 
reftitution* 

Without knowledge of the capture they cannot reftore It. It would alwayi^^ 
heft to give the notice to them direftly 5 but any information which you JhaU he- 
plcafcd to fend to me alfo at any time /hall be forwarded to them as quickly, aft . 

diftance wiU permit. \ 

^ > * 

Hence you will perceive, fir, that the Prefident contemplates rcftitution or coftt-’ 
penfation in the cafes before the 7 th of Augaft 5 date, refl|Itutioi% 

if it can be effiffted, by 9saf means In our power: and that jt wUl beimpottaac 
that you fliould fuftantiate the faft, tiiat fuch prizis arc in oiiir .ports or waters. 

Your lift of the privateers illicitly armed in our ports, is, I believe, correft. 

With refpeft to lofles by detention, wafte, or fpoliation, fuftained by velTeb 
taken as before-mentioned, between the dates of June rth and Auguft ythpit^ 
propofed, as a provifional mcafure, that the colledkorof thecuftomsof thediftrldl^ 
and AerSritiih conful, or any other perfon ypu pleafe, ihall appoint petfons 
eftablifii the value of the veflel and cargo at the time of her capture, and of bftC' 
arrival in the port into which; file is brought, according m^ir v^uc in that pca^J 
If this fliall he agreeable to you, and you will be plealei|PB Jfignify it to me, witfi? 
the names of the prizes underftood to be of this defeription, inftrudlions will 
accordingly to the collcdlors of the cuftoms where the relpeftive veficls 

1 have the honour to be, Ac* 

(Signed) THOMAS JErFERSOK. 


ADDITIOIIAL ARTICLE. ^ ; 

‘ ’’ 

ilT ls further agreed between the faid contrafting parries, that the oper^^Jof^ 
fo much of the twelfth article of the faid treaty as refpe^s the trade which m; 
faid Majcity thereby confents may be carried ort between the United Sutes 
hts in tlid'Wcft Indies, in the mahner and on thp terms 

' scified, fliall be fufpended. 

WEJU^rc, by virtue of thefe preftnts, do approve and ratify the 
toeethdlHlh the laid additional article, as the fame are rcfpcdtively 
this inftwKnt of ratification } promifing and engaging Our Royal Worti tlttt 
We will ftithfullv and religioufly perform all and fiugular thp things agreed upbft 
In this treaty, and that We will not fiiffer the fame to bcirioietcd by any one, aft 
fir as lies inXlur Power. For the greater teftimony and validity whereof, ^ 
have caufed Our Great Seal to be affixed to thefe prefents, .which Wc hM 
figned with Opr Royal Hand. , 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the twenty-eight day of 
. thoufand feyen hundred and mnety five, in the thirty-fixth year of 







’^' HissRiTjumi^ 

Mailfiilgim »f the Unittd States, 

■ tlUfKClB yf^mUGlTdV, Pfefiiient of tho Vnittd States of America, 

'V. t ■ ' ■ , -•■ ' • ■ . 

, To an and lingular to whom tbele ptefeota' fhall come, greeting. ' 

. WRl^RE AS a c^aln Treaty of Amity, Coiime«'e and Navigation between 
Ifce Jilted States of America and his Britannic MaWily was concluded and ligned 
iUMeiithdr Plenipotentiary the Honourable John Jay, Chief Juftice df the 
;; l|mted States, and their Envoy Extraordinary to his faid Majefty, aril the Plcni- 
^jiniitiary of.hia Britannic Majcfty, the 9 >i|^t Honourable William Wyndham, 
jUfarOn Qrcnville of Wottoit, one of ids Majefty's Privy Council, and.his Majcfty’e 
Seeitfai^ of State for Foreign ABaiA, at Londoi^ m the nineteenth day of 
' HOVfSimber, in the i/^i^ our Lord one tboufand feVea £tt&dred and nincty-foui-; 
iduidi treaty is worn Word as follows j to, wit. 


[Here follows tile Treaty.] 

wAlerej» the Senate of ‘■the United States did, by tlieir refolution on the 
> June, in the year of ourliord 1795, 

Uidmd States being then piJ^ent, and two^thitds thereof "concur ring) %pShfent 


Uidmd States being then piSsfent, and two^thitds thereof "concur ring) 1||^fent 
^ tdvift the Prefidant of the United States to ratify the Treaty oPAmity, 
and N aadsa i | iom between his Britaniiilic Majeli^ and the United 
America/'lsBuded at London the nirteteei^^day of November^ 
' on oondition-riiat there be added to the faid Tiieaty en Article, where* 

, be agreed to fufpend the Oration of fo mudi of the twelfth .^rticlt 

dK A reipe^the trade which his faid Majefty thereby confents may be carried cn 
between the United States and hUs Blands In the Weil Indies, in the manner, 
on the terms and conditions farcin fpecified.** 


' whereas it will fatisfy, and be conibtinable with the faid ^vice and con* 

Smater if there be added to the (aid Treaty an Article in the foUow- 

TSagjmi^ 

k k., ‘ ' ' / 

.^DfTIOHAi iltHTICLB. 

■ eed between the faid contradtlng j^ies, that the oneraijsn 
le twelfth Article oT the f«ud T^ty as teipcdU the trade 
^cfty.th^by confents may cai|ied on i^tween die United 
idji in the MreA Ind es, in the manner and teaijg^d 

P^d, ihaU be fufpend^.” . ^ ^ \ 

I George. 'W^fhii^ton, PreEde^ of the of 

I and tonfidered the Treaty and additional Artid^^Hkfaid, 
;he ,aforefaid advice and cogent of the Senate of VVUnited 
by ^efe prefents, ratil5^, accent an! confirm the l!ul‘ 'I'reaty 
tl , Article, as, the fame are herwin before fet forth. 

p 



do moreover hereby dcsclare. that the fa^ Tjreaty and the ^'id additional 
iejorm together one mtlrumenc, and arc a tteaty between the United States 
^aertca and 'his Britannic MajeBy, made by the Prefid^t of the United 
by mid with the advice aja^ eoiifejit of the theieof. 

tor the greater tedimony end validity of all which, I have can fed the 
’j^peeac Seal of the United States of America to be aBixed to thefe 
1^; ^n^nu, and have Egncd the fame with my hand. 



MAjIsTV AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. Jt 

CSvrn at the City of Philadelphia, the Fourteenth Day>i|[ Ab|;uft, In the Yev 
One thoufani feveA hundred and ninety five, and of the Independence of 
United States of America thi. twentieth^ 

(Signed) ^ CEO. WASHINGTON, 

i 

By the Pie'*dent of the United States of Amciha, 

« 

(Signed) EDM. RANDOLPH, 

Setrcuiy of State for the Unite#' 
States of America, ^ 

His MajeJifs Full 
CtOKCZ R. 


GEORGE the Third, by the Gcace of God, King of Great Britain, Franco 
nni btiaud, Defender of the faith, Duke of BrunfiMck and Lunenburgb, Anin 
Treaimi and Punce Eledtor of the Hol^ Roman Emurp, Ssa To all to whom 
thcle prtfents llull come, greeting. Whcicas, for the pcrf^edting, confiimlng and 
rendeiing perpetual the peace, f4iendfhlp and good uindiMbnding between Us an4 
Our good fiiends the United States of America, for and terniinaeiiig all 

fubfifiing difierenccb and difputes, from whatever caufe the lame may have arliej% 
between Uo and the faid United States, pr between Our fu^ jedts and th6 people or 
inhabitants of the laid Sttte-<, for removing the gtounds of future diflendons,, 
•nd for promoung and extending the mutual Intercourfe of trade and commerce 
between Our domtiiions and the territories the faid United States, We hav# 
diought profVto invell fomc fit perfoo with full powers on Our part to confetji^ 
treat ind conclude with John Jay, Efquire, the Envoy Extraoidinary of the faid 
United States to Our Court, now lefiding at Our laid Court, and du^ aatbor«e4 
in that beliolf on the part of the foid United States. Now know ye, that We^ 
jKipofing efpccial tnift and confidence in the wifdom, 1 >yalty, diligence and circoiKh* 
|pe£tion of Our Right Trufty and Well-beloved Conqfellor William Wyndbud^i^ 
Bare A Grenville of Wei^on, and Our Principal SecteCary df State for Fottifil|. 
iOffairs, have nominal, conftituted and appointed, and by thfde prefentt dbi 
nominate , confiitute and appoint him Our true, certain and undoubted CmIN 
f&ifiionei. Procurator and BlcnipotontUry : giving and gi anting to him flili f " 
nuMMier of facnlty, power and authority, together with geiteral.,as well is i 
(io as the general do not derogate from the not 

‘ ^^Smd in Our name to meet, confer, treat ^did conclude 
^ Ibrnifhed with lufficient powers on ibc part of Our Iidd<«|teffd4 
|tes oi America, of and concecning all fuch matters and 
, !e and neoeflaty for accompiifhing and compleatmg the ibverafteldi aim 
purpolea herein before mentioned $ and al£i for Us aj^ in Oar name todign fhcb 
treaty or treaties, convention or conventiona, or other in^nments wfutroevei^ 
as may be agreed upon m the premifes, and mutually to deliver and receive tho 
fame m exchange ^ and m do and perform all fuch other affts, matscri and tt ' 
a& may be any ways proper and conducive to the purpofes above mentioned, 
full and ample form and manner, and with the like va^dity and efFedl «s 
Oarfelf, if We were pretet, could do and perform thi fama } fngagmf^i 
promifing on Our Royal Word that We will accept, ratify and confirm, in 
moft efTcdudl manner, all fuch adb, matters and things as (hall be fo trai 
and loncfuded by Our afoiefaid Commiffioner, Procurator and PlenipoteiMhMl^ib 
and that We will never fnSPet any perfon to violate the lan^e, i%the wiuda#^ Inf 
part, or to ai^ contiaiy thereto. 



u 



> TREATY 0/ AMtTY^ Ac, BETWEEN HIS BRITANNIC 

In tcfttmony aoS c^rmaiknpralUtiicIb We have cauArd Our Great Seal of 
Okeat Britain to be amxed Wbe(e prcilnts, Agixed with Our RoyU Hajid# 

Otven at our palace at St. Umts\ the Seventeenth Day of November, 'n the 
Year of our Lord One thoufanS feven huudted and ninety -four, and m the 
Thirty-fith Year of Our Reign. 


jFW// Pffw^r of the Unktd Stateu 

i CBORGE Washington, PreAdem 0/ the tJmtcd States of America^ 
STo all and Angular vhhom thefe prefenta (hall concern, greeting. 


KNOW ye, that, for the purpofe of c inSrming between the tTmted States of 
America and hia Britinnic Majefty perfe^ harmoii) and a good correfpondence,, 
ndot removing all grounds of diAatisOAioiP and trom a fpecial tr|ift •od coii- 
Sdedee in the inc<’grity, | rudence and abil tie& ot [ohn Jay, Chief Juftice of tho* 
Unipcd States, 1 have nominated, and, by and with the advice and confent of the 
BcaaCe ^pointed the faid John Jay Envoy Extiaordinary of the United Statei to 
Ife BrjCanmc JVtajeity, herelpy gtfrwg and gi anting to him full and all of 

Mwnv and authority, as alfo a gesoral and fpccial comm ind, at the Cou^f his 
Sud Ma^y, for and in the |Uine of the United States, to meet and confer with 
Ale MiiuRen, ComnuSh^ltelil ot Dej uties of hts <aid Majefty, being fuinifhed widi 
fuiScient authority, whethir hngly and (eparateiy, or collectively and jointly, and 
enth th m to agree, treat, confu t and ne^tiate of and conceining all miners and 
cauAts of diBerence fubfiftiog between me United States and his fai J Majefty, 
whether the fame refpeCt the inexccution or infraction of the Armiihce dcchnng a 
UjplTatioii of hpiHlitits between the United States of America and his Britannic 
M^dy, at Veifailles, on tjbe 20th day of JOfiuary, 1783, or the deA^ve Treaty 
of Feace made between the United States and his faid Majefty onlme 3d dny of 
September 1^83, or the mftruCtions of his Cud Majefty to h^ ihips of war and 
|n;ivgteefe| of itrbatfoever date, butefpicnUy on the 8ih of June, 1793, the 6th 
of November, 1793, and the 8 h of Janoj^ >794 s reftitution or compenfa- 
theCafes of capture or/eiaure made pf the property ofthe citizens of the 
ll'tuted States by th 44 ^d Hips of war and pnvdteers, or retribution for the injuriee 
Blved therefrom % any Citiaen of the United States tod a'fo of and concern* 
jbegUMcai commerce between the United States and the kingdumt* and doma<# 
l4Sf his Bntannic Majefty, wherefoever they may be j and to conclude and 
mr treaties, coiivention or convention, touching the premifes, tranf- 
s ^ tbO Freiidcnt of the United States of America for bis BmI 
I withiE{Hl|^8dvice jni confent of die Senate of the United fhttes. 

whereof, I Have cauied the Seai of die United Stun be 
fjU ^lyreiinto affixed. Given under my hand, at the City ol Phw|Khia, 

* ^ ^ fhts Sixth day of May, One ihoufand feven hundred anf Snety* 
four, and of the Inde^ndrnce ot the Unitpd States ot Amenta ih» 
Eighteenth, 


(Signed) CEO. WASHINGTON, 

ly the Frefideiit of the Uiutcd tutes of America, 

*EDM. RANDOLPH, 
SccreUty of State. 
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T R E A 


Cll/* Defenfive AHianw betweei^ His 
the Etnprefs of Rulfiai 
i8th of February, T 7^5;. 

Au Norn de 1% T’cs Saint? Trinlt^i 

QA MlScUtt Britannlquc et fa Ma- 
jcftc rimprratric^. de toutcs lea 
RufTics, animees d'un dciir egaiement 
iincerc de reiferrer de plus .lejt.plus les 
liens d'am'tie ct''4lB,bonhe4mteUigenee 
qui fubliftcnt fi ' 'ficureuiin^cnt entr? 
dies ct leuira Monarchies ‘refpe^liveai 



|hhic"Majefty andf 

* Peterfljurgh, the 


real 

ant penfe que rlcn ne contrlbueroit p||i| 
eiEcacement » ce but falataire quo^jP' 
^nclu/ioii^d'un Traltc d* Alliance I>e- 
Icnfive; dont dies s'occupcroient ineef** 
fammeht, et quL auroit pour ^bafe les 
Aipulati^s dc traites parells qui ' ont 
deja anifticuroment ete arretes, et opt 
‘ fait robjed\ de bunion la plus etrditq, 
•ntre les deux empire^ Pciiif «et eSiet, 
leurs ditei^ Majdtes ont 'nomuj^s puur 
Icurs Plempotcntiaires, CaVoIri fa Ma- 
jede «BrItaiifiiquc le Sieurv Charles 
Whitworth, fon Envoyc Extraordinaire 
et Minhlre Plenipotcntiaire aupr^f de 
fa Majefte l<m||toiale de routes les 
lies, Chevalier^ TOrdre du' Bainj^^et 
fad^ajede Impcrialc de toutes les Ruf-’ 
lies le Sicur jean Comte d'Ofterman, 
ion Vice Chance Confeillcr Privc 
«idluely Senateur^ tt Chevalier des Or# 
dres de St. Andre, de St. Alexandre 
New/ky, Grand Croix de cejui de St. 
Vladimir de la premiere Claae de at. 
Anne ; le Sieur Alexandre C^^mte de 
Reiborodkp, fon Grand Maitre de la 
Cour, Confeillcr Privc a£tue), Direc- 
tcur G^eiicra] des Foftes, ct Chevalier 
dcs Ord^^de St. Andre, de St. Alcx- 
andre ct Gratfd Croix'dc celui 

de At. de la p«‘cmiere Claire ; 

et Ie*SicwArctdi de Motcoif. Cdnfeil-' 
icr Pi'ive, Mcmbre du College des Af- 
faires Etrangci es Chevalier d^’Qrdre 
•de St. Alcxat df|( Newfky, Grand 
Crofx de ddut de Se. Vladimir de la 
preinlere ClalTe t tfi fquels, apres avoir 
c 'hangd entr'eux leurs PleinpoaVbtri^. 
trouves en bonne et due fbrmc^'fbnt 
eoavenut des articles fuiyant* 0f, 


In the Name of the Moft Holy 
ILTIS Britannic ahd her 

jefty the EmprefsWaHthe Rufliasi^;; 
ahlmatcd with a.deilie equally flncere ' ' 
ftrengthen more j|nd more the ties of 
frienJlhip and good un'derftanding whi<h 
fo happily fulfil between them and , < 
their refpcdtiye MonarcKlcst have'l! 
thought .that nothing would moie effec* 
tuaJly contribute to this falutary end 
than the concluAon of a Treaty of 
Defenfive AlUince, concerning whick 
they fiiould o<^py themfelvcs foftlw' , 
with, and which^ Ihould haye for baA'a 
the fiipulations of fimilar treaties whiefh 
kjive already^rbecn heretofore condudid,' 
*and have madid tl^ obje^s of the molb 
"llUimate Union between* the two em- 
pires. For this purpolc their faid Ma# 
jeftics^ have named for their Plenipo- 
tentiaries, that is to fa/, his 
^iqlc .the Sieur Charles Whlt#^, 

worth, fps Envoy Kxtraordin-afy, 
Minjfter Plenipotentiary to her lik.. / 
perial Majedy of all thi Ruflfias, K,nl|3^t|v 
hf the Order of tht Bath; and 
Imperial Majeljky <^f all the Rufiias, 

Sieur JohafCoiyit German, her VJq 
Chancellor, %^uai5*,lhivy CouncUtp,^ 
Senator and . Rn^ht of the Orders.' 4 C 
St. Andrew, of St. Alexander 
Great Crofs of that of St. 


thp firft Ci-dfs of A n;i( 
Crc. 


Alexander Cou;tj[;t1 


i^Maf.er ijbpj 

p jTcou nc i Uor, ^ 



Prhi 

the rflifts, and Knight pi^.tkk. 1 
St. Andrew, of St. AlexaiHter N^ 
and Great Crojs of that of St., v _ 
mir of the firi| Qllfs; and the SieW’^? 
Arcadi de Af Couifciltcn 
Alembcr of the College o^.Fojrej|^ 
Afi'jiis, Knight df the«0|^ of 
Alrk.mJer Newlky. and^^reac Crol 
that of Sc. VladInffK of tkhlirft Clj 
Who, after halSpg nsdCaally cfxi^aii 
th-jir full powers, found «to be in'j“ 
and due form, have 
following articles. „ 

• ARTreXii'^ 



84 


•ARTICLE 

‘ 11 y aura uafc 

ibnte entre fa Majeftc Bl |p p|tte at 
fa Majeft4 rimperatrice Ir toatf les 
Ruflies, Icttrs heritlers at ji^ileun. at« 
en conlequence de cette im 1 on.intd||e 9 
les Hautes Parties cdhtradantes n*au* 
tunt rka plus fortement a coeur que 
par tous Us moyens poffi* 

.* bleS| tours int^a^s mutuels, de detour* 
ner Tuu de t’auM tout ce qui pourrolt 
Jul caufer quelquc tort, dommage ou 
prejudice, et do fo maitntenjr recipro* 
^uemeut dans la tran^uille polTeiTion de 
lours etati, droits, coulinerce et prero- 
gatlvoi quelconques en fe garantlfTant, 
j^Ur cet efiet reciproquement tous leurs 
pays, etats et polUdiions, tels qu' eiles 
lei polTedent audellcment, ainA que 
qeux qu'elles poui^pient acqueiir par des 
traltis. 

i)|^RTICLE II. 

81 maigre. Us efforts qu’ellOs employ* 
cropt d'un common iceord pour attfe-* 
* indre ce but, il arrlvolt cependant quo 
Tune d'entre eiles fdt attaquee par mer 
ou par tokre, Tautre lui preterj^d'abord, 
OC ll^s que la rcqulAtion lu! en aura efie 
faite, Us fecoqrs Ripules par W articUs^ 
lubfequeoi de ce traicl. *f|| 


TidXTil'. 

ARTICLE 

There fiialfte a fincere and conffant 
friendfliip between hSs* Britannic Ma- 
jefty and fior Majefty the Bmprefs of 
all the RuiTigas, tbeir heirs and fuccef* 
fors, and, in confequence of this inti* 
mate union, the high contradting parties 
fliail have nothing more ftrongly at 
heart than to promote by all poffiblc 
means their mutual interefts,^o avert 
from each other whatever mignt caufc 
them any injuiy, damage, or prejudice, 
and to maintain themfehes reciprocally 
in tlie undifturbed pofUflion of their 
dominions, rights,*c^merce, and pre* 
rogativcs whatfoeVer, by guaranteeing 

f iprocally for this purpofe all their 
utiies, dominions, and poireffions. 
Will fuch as they adually poffefs, as 
thofe which they may acquiic by trea- 
ty- 

ARTICLE If. ^ 

If, notwithftanding the effoits which 
they iha]] employ by common conient 
in order to obtain this cn({|, It Jhould 
neverthelefa happen that one of them 
fhould bfi attaclud by feaior land, tlic 
other fliall furnI0i hii% immediately 
on Ihe requifition being made, the fuc- 
equn ftipulated by the tollowmg arti* 
del of this treaty. 


ARTICLE III# . • 

T Sa Majefte BriUnnique et fa Majeftc 
^Imperiale de toutes 1 ^ Rilffies decla- 
lent toutefois, qu^en dIntraQanc la 
/ttvfente .alliance, el]esi*n>ntendent nul* 
lament offenfer par la niHsire du tort a 
^ W que\e folt ; mais que lew unique 
mtentioa & pourroit paTces en* 
MgeiaReni a Uur avantage et sflrete re- 


m lenerau, d 


ARTICLE' ir. 

I t' Us^ dflug Hautes Parties 
nfti ptofiUittt le meme voeu 
rq Ifirufs lEltmrs mutuels auAi 
X que poiiibhh ct que Us 
Utd|ps de la Viuflie conAAent 
de teitf , tlndis que la Grande 
peut jj^incipalement foamir 
ittx dmuerre, oft eft convenu 
nan* Bnuimique etoic au 


ARTICLE III. 

HIs Britann^ Majefty and her 
Impezial MajeftyW all the RuAias de-* 
dare, however, that in contrafllng the 
prefent alliance, their intention is by 
no means to give offence thereby, or 
to injure any one, but that their foie 
intention is to provide by thefe engage* 
meats for their reciprocal advantage 
and iecurity, as well as for the re-efta- 
hUfliment of peace, and for tbe main- 
tenance of the 'general tranflulllity of 
Burope, and above all thal^ o/ the 
NortL 

« 

♦ ARTICLE 

Ai the two high contrafiing parties 
profefs the fame dsAre to fender to each 
ocher tbeir mutud (Uccours as advanta- 
geous M pofiible, and as the natuial 
mrcft of Ruflia o^fts in land troops, 
whi!ft Great Britain can principally 
fumifti ftiipe of war, it is agreed upon, 
t^at if his Britannic Majefty ihould 
ho* attacked or difturbed by any other 
power, 
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(-aqvfe ou trouble pir quelque autre 
puiiTmcC) et en qudque luani^re que 
«.e dans la poiieuidi dc As eats et 
provinces, de forte qu*elle jugeat new 
celTalre de requerir Tafliftance de Yon 
aUie, fa Mqjefte Imperiale de toutes 
Ics Rollies lui enyerra d'abord dSx n^lie 
homines d'infanterie et deux mille de 
pvaler'ie* Si, de Tautre cotc, fa Ma- 
jefte Imperiale de toutes les Ruflies fe 
trouvolt dttaqued ou tAybice par quel- 
que autreqpuiflance, et en qaelque Ma« 
niere que ce folt^ dans ia pofleilioA de 
fcs eCats et provinces, de forte qu^elJe 
Jiigcat dewflaire de requerlirraffiftance 
de fon allld, fa Majdle Biitannlque lui 
enverra d'abord une eCcadre de doqd|| 
vailTeaux de guerre, et de ligne, portm 
fcpt cens huIt*ca1ions, ielon la lifte fuU 
vante : deux vaKTeaun feptante 
quatre canons, faifant enfemble cept 
quarante huit canons, et neuf cens folx<- 
ante hommes d’cquipage; iixv^llcaux 
dc foixante canons, sfaifant trols cens 
foixante canons, deux mille qaatre cens 
Jiommea d'equipage; quatre vaifl^ux 
dc cinquante canom, faifant deux cens 
canons, mille deux cens hommes d'equU 
page ; le tout douzc iiiTeauxi fept cens 
hint canons, et quatre mille cinq ceqs 
foixante hommes d^eqqipagc. (^ette 
efcadre feia duement equippee et armec 
cn guerre. Lefquels fecours feront re- 
fpedlivement e$ifoyes aux endroits qui 
icront delign^ pbr la parcie requeiAite, 
cc demcurerftnt a la libre difpoiition de 
celle-ci pendant tout k Stms que les 
holtilites dureront. « * 

ARTICLE r. 

Mais ii la nature de Tattaque etoTt 
telle que la partTp attaquee ne trouvlt 
pas In'ceret de demander les fe- 

cours iSMStifs, tels qu'ils ont ete dip ile 
dans l^finicle precedent, alorslsb deux 
hautes parties contradtantes ont reiolu 
de convertir le diC fecours dans un fub-* 
lide en argent : C'eit-a*dire, .li (a Ma- 
jefle Bntannique venoit a etre attaquee, 
et preferplt des fecours *en argent, U 
Alajede Imperiale de toutes les Ruflies, 
apres la lequibtion prealablement kite, 
lui payera la fomme de cinq cens mille 
roubles par an, pend^ tout le tpms des 
hoftililes, pour i'ai<kr a fupporter les < 
fraix de la guerre;, et fi la Hlajefte 
> Impel iak de toutes les Ruflies venoit a 
itic attaquee, et preffroit des fecours 
Aoi ardent, fa Majelk Bntanmque lui 


power, ^ in whatever manner it 
might b(|Kn tbe pofleflion of his do- 
minions «n4 provinces, fo that he 
fliould think it'neceflary to require the 
aflidance of his ally, her Imperial 
Majeflv of all the Ruflias fliall fend 
him imihediately ten thoufmd Infantry 
^and two thoufand horfe* elf, on tne 
*other hand, her Imperial Majefty 
*aU the Kuflias (hould dnd herfelf afa 
ta^ed or difliurbed by’any other powef; 
ana in whatever manner U may be^JA 
the poikfllon of her jdoihinions Ad 
provinces, fy that (he (hool4 think 1| 
neceflkry to^qtlire the aflidance of bet 
ally, his Britannic Majedy Jhali fend 
her forthwith a fquadron of twelvA 
(hips of war and of the tine, carrying 
feven hundred and^ eight guns, accord^, 
ing to the following lid s Two (hips qf 
feventy-four guns maldlg together on* 
hundred and forty-eight gmu^ and the*, 
crews nine hnndr^ aqd dxty men $ Ar 
( hips of figtf gqin, filing three hw^ 
died and (ii^ crews two 
thoufand four huhdred men g four '(hipt 
of fifty guns, making two hundred gOpte, 
and the crews twdive KOndied mei^ lin 
the whole twelve (hips, feven hiuidvcd 
and eight guns and the crews foqr 
thoufand dve hundred and lixty mpo* 
'This fqa«dron (hall be properly equips 
ped and armed (or war* Thefe fuc- 
court (hall be refpp6B*ql^fent to the 
places which (hall be fpecihed by the 
requiring par^, and (hall remain gt 
his (Re long as hodiiltifi* 

(balUaft. 


AETICLE 

But If the naboeiiif the attack W^ 
/uch, as that the,parcy attacked 
not find it to his intwmw.deoiand nip 
eflfedive fuccouri^ fuch as they Ihi!^ 
been (llpulated for in the ptece4k|^* 
tick, in that cafe the two hi^ ebn- 
trading poweu have reflrived to chMfttd 
the Bud fuccour into a pecuniary fSh^ 
(idy ; that is to fay, if his Britannic 
Majefly (houlJ be attacked, and 
preter pecuniary (uccours, ner lm|jimi 
Majefty of all tbe Ruihas, after Op 
requihtion having been previ^^y 
(ball ] ay to him the fum 
dred thoufand roubles yearly, duilog m 
cOndnoauce of hoft^ties, to aQtftl^qb 
to fqppoit the expgncm of the^war] 
and it her Imperial MijfBy of all tbt * 
RufiU* (hould be atcaclmd| end (houkl 
fa 
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fotimira ta mime fomnie jiii): aiii auffi fteftr peeunlarj^ fuccenn, Ma Bntaa* 

tojlgttitis que les hoflilites dureront* nick Mrtjc'fty.Aall furnilh her whh the 

‘ ^ ' fan^ fum yearly, as long as hoftlliiics 

fliai^laft. ■ * ' 


ARTICLE VI.; ; 

. ’ . , ' . A - 

*Sila requife, apres avoir pretc 
k fecours iHpuie par le quatricoic ai^dclcT 
jtte, le traitCi etpit att.iqu^c cllc-mcme, 
.^^'jfbite qu'eUelOt mi:c par'la dans la 
de rapeller tcs trouper 
furete, il lui fera libtcde lq 
ibiln, apres en avoir avert!, deux mois 
aopaffjprant la partie requCtante. Pa- 
reiUeilDent, ii la partie requH’c. ctoit 
cUe^'inemc en guerre dan > le terns de ia 
tequifit’on j de forte qjp'clle fut oldigee 
dc retenir aupr^s d'cile paur fa propre 
ifurete et deftitfc les fee? quViJciicvoit 
a fan dllie en vertu de cc traito j 
:CO; ce£asla partie requife feudifpen- 
^je'de foarnir le^ dits fecours pendant 
!|out le terns quejeette neceifEte^dvivera; 


ARTICI.E. VI* . 

If the party required, after havlnj^ 
furnilhed the fuccout ftipulatc,i*in the 
fourth ai tide of this treaty, Ihould be 
hiinfclf attackid, fo ''as to put him 
thereby under 'the necefiity of recalling 
his troops for his own ia/ety he iboll 
be at liberty In do fo after h ving in- 
for.ufd the ♦requiring paity thereof two 
months bcforehan< . I ' like manner, 
if I the party required were h infcif at 
war at the time of the lequiluion, fo 
that lie Ih'Hild b& oblijjfpd’to re ain near 
himfelf, f^hia own proper letui ity and 
defence, dB' winch i.a i. bound 

to fufni/h to his ally in virtue of th s 
treaty ; in fuch calc the party required 
ihall be difpenied^ from furnifning the 
faiu fucCour fo long as the laid ncccifity 
ihall lail» 


AR|1CLE VII, 

^ Les troupes auxiliaircs de la RulTie 
; feront pourvues d'art llrf^decampagne, 
inanitions, dp guerre, et de toutf cc 
' ‘dbint dies ont Vloin a proportion de 
' leur q^mbre. £11 p^ feront payees ct 
jecrutecs alnASiiiicmcnt par la cour re- 
^uife* Quant aux rations et portions 
iordinaires. en vivres M en fi^ragcs, 
aiflli qu'aux quartkfSfpls^ leur feront 
^ bonnes, par la cour requerantC) et tont 
fur ic pied qu’eUc- entretient on 
. ' ' 4fi|j^ti«nida ics propres troupes en cam- 
/ ^ ct iltw ljl9 quartiers. 


,,,y!>',,,r,.,ArAiCLi viil. 

’ dites' troupes auxlli- 

alm'lk la RuiTie demandees par fi 
Britannique fuflent obligees de 
'iqqWhet^'par lerrc, ct de traveler ks 
■ de quelques autre* puiflances, fa 
IVlajefte Britlanniquc .s'mployera dc 
^ntert av?c fa Majefte Imperiale de 
toutCs les Ruflics, a Icut piocuccr un 

§ e pallflgc, et Icur foumira t o route 
vivrdlpt les fourages neceffaires, de 
^niCre que cela fe trouve fopule 
lij^’articlc prctfcdent; et lorfqu'^elles • 
puffer U mer; fa Majeftf Bct- 
' pren^ra iur elle, ou de les 

tranfporter flff fos propres vaifleaux, ou 
Mdn de "foiirnit ks Fraix de Ic tranT- 


, ARTlCtE VII. 

The. Ruffian auxiliary^ troops fliall 
be provided with field artillery, ammuni- 
don^and every thing of which they 
may fiand in r^eed in proportion to their 
number. They fhali be paid and re- 
cruited annually by th^requiring c«'urt. 
With regard to the ordinary rallimE 
and portions of provifionl ami forage, 
as well as quarters? they fhali be fur- 
nifhed to them* < y the icquiring court, 
the whole on the footing upon wl.ich 
his own troops are or fhali be niaintain<* 
ed in the field or in quarters. 

article VIII. 

In cafe the faid RuffidJj|^,iuxinary 
troops requticd by his Britgiilnic Ma- 
jefty fhould be obliged to march by 
land, and to traverfe the dominions ot 
any other powers, his Britannic Ma- 
jefty fhali ufc his endeavours jointly 
with her Imperial Majcfty .of all the 
Rufiias to obtain for them a free paf- 
fage, and fhali fupply them on Uicir 
march with the neceflary’ provifions and 
forage«‘m the iil[|nner flipulated in the 
preceding article ; and when they fhali 
have^o crofs thg fea, his Britannic 
Majefty (hail take upon himfelf either 
to tranfport them in his own fhips, or 
to dc^y the expences of their pafl'agc ; 
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fort ; ce qu! dolt sVtstendre audi drs 
recrues quc fa Majeltc *raperi ilc fcr.\ 
objigte d'cnvoyir a fcs troupe ',|piu[fi 
hien q»u* iu retour Je vc ^cs-ci en RuHie 
lorfqUViiC) leront ou rcnvoyccs par la 
JVIajcftL Britanniquc ou rap' dice’; par 
fa KajclU* Jmfterialc, dc toutcs Ici. Rui- 
llei pour fa prqire tlc 'cncc, fcl.m TAr- 
tick' VI, dc cc Traite. II e(l ftipule 
cic plus quc dans le cas ou de rappel ou 
dc renvoi c*dcs dites troupes, un convoi 
fulfifant dc vailfeaux dc guerre ies ef- 
cortcia pour Icur fuvete.^ 

ARTICLl IX, 

L’officler commandant, foit des trou- 
pes .uixilijiici.de fi JinperiaJc 

dc routes lev R u flics, -fo^de I'clcjdrc 
quc fa ' ajePk Biita#i^pr doit four- 
nir a la.Rulije, gardcra Ic commaq|,p<- 
ment qut lul a etc coniic ; 'mais le 
commaftdcmejit gen-Aa! appartiend^ 
i»'contcft.iblcment a cclui que la partie 
rt'qucrantc aura nomme pour ccla, fous 
]<i K-ftii£tiun poartant qu’on ncntic- 
prenua rien d’lM^poitant qui ne foit 'au- 
paravjnt regie ct dcterii.'inc dans un 
tonfeil dc guerre, cn pre fence du gene- 
ral I ct dcs ofKcicrs commandans de ia 
partie requife, . ^ 


fame Is alf> to be undei-ftood as ' 
Will with regard to the recruits whicli 
her Imperial Majesty will be obi grJ to 
fend to he troop , as refpe^Jing their 
return to Ruflia wlientvcr they /hall 
cirber jyc /ent back by his Btitannic 
M jefty oi recalled by her Imperial 
M. jdfry of all the Rulfias for hcr own 
defence, according to Article VI, 'J, 
this tre.ity. It is further agreed upon, 
that,* in cafe of rccalliog or' Icnalftt . 
back* tHe faid troops, an adequate cbi? 
voy df Ihips of war fliall' cfcart them 
for ihcii fccurity. 

, ARTICLE IX. 

Tllfe commanding officer^ whether of 
the auxiliary troops of her Imperial 
Majc/ly of all the RuBias, or of the 
fqiiadron which 'hib Britannic l!!^ajef> 
ty is to furni/K RulTia with, foall keep 
the dommand which has been intru£btd 
-to him 5 *but the commultid in chief 
/hall belong moflr certainly to him 
whom the inquiring party /hall apr 
point for that purpoPvj under the 
ftri^lion however thq\Ljy)thing of iin«‘ • 
portance /hail be^'. undlkaken that /hall ^ 
not have been , Wote-hand regulated^- 
and determined upon in a council 
\«ir, in the prefence of the genml 
and commanding oflkers of the plhy 
’ required, qjf, * , 


ARTICLE X, 

Ft pour prevenir toute conte/lation 
fur Ic rang, la partie requerante lera 
connoitrc a terns le chef auquel ellc 
donnera le commandement general foit 
dc la flottc foit des ^lounca de terre, 
sfin qu- la partie rcquilV ^puiHc reglcr 
cn confequeme le rang dc cclui qui 
aura a commander les troupes auxili- 
aires on vai/leaux, 


ARTICLE X. H 

And, in qiplr to prevent all dlfputet^,. 
about rankjTne requiring party /hail 
give due notice of the ofticer to whom . 
he will give, the common^ in chiefs , 
whether of a fleet b of land forces j to ' 
the end that the party required may rb-- 
guUtc in confcqucnce the rank of him 
who /hall have to command the aux- 
iliary troops or /hips. ' 


ARTICLE XI. 

Dc plus, ces forces auxiliaites auront 
Icurs prupres aumbnicis et Texerclfe en- 
ticrement libie uc leur religion, ct ne 
f’ront jijges dans tout ce qui a rapport 
ail fervice mllitairc que felon Ics loix et 
ki articles dc guerre dc leur^qjropre 
ibuveftin. 11 fera permis dc mvme au 
general ainfi qu’au re*tle dcs forces aux- 
iliaircs, d'entretenir line tiorrefpondance 
libre avec Icur jutrie, foit par IcttiC , 
icit par dq^expretf. 


ARTICLE XI. 

Momo./cr, thefe auxiliary forccsjhall 
have their own chaplains, and the cn- , 
tircly free exercTfe of their religion, 
and /hall hot be judged in whatever aip-. 
pc; tains to military fervice, otherwftc 
than according to the laws and articled 
of war of thei#own fovereign. It /hall . 
likewifo be permitted for the 
and the reft of thc ’.; 5 |uxUiary forSs ta 
keep up a free cbnefpondence with^ '-'J 
their country, as W^;‘by letters as ex- 
prefles. ' ' ^ 


article ■' 
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ARTICLE Xir. ^ 

\ Jjti fences' auxiliaires de part et d* 
tutre devront denjeurer cnfemble au- 
; tant que vpoiHble ^ et po\ir evitcr qu* 
dies fie foient aiTujecties a plus de fa- 
tigues que lesfautres, et afin qu'il y ait 
dins toutea^les expeditions et operttiona 
egdite parfalte, le general en ehef 
ftiili teau d'obferver dalfs toutes les 
•eeadons ^ne jufte proportion #felon 
Ri force '4e todte la |pcte ou araie^ 

' N A ‘ • 

ARTICLE XllI^ 

Vcfcadre qup fa Majefte Britannique 
4oit foumir'envirtd de cette aUjance, 
lera rc^ue dtna tout les ports de la Ma- 
jafte Imperide di toutes les RuHies, ou 
die lprat|vera le trakement le plus 
Aflaicali ct {tn ^ourvue tout ce dont 
^If pourni,' avoar befoin, en payant 
totit au iKi^me' prix que les '{|Nu(!eaut, 
, de fa ^j^eliie Itnperiale de toutes les 
Ru^es; et il fera permis a la dite 
*%fcadre de retourner cha^ue annee dans 
' Ik poets de la Crand Bfebgne aulHtot 
^ue la faifon nUpern^ttra plus de tenir 
2a tner^ mats ii ell formellement ct 
des a prefent ftipuie que ettte cfcadre 
levien^a cHaque annee dans la piier 
litetique vers le Commencement du 
« snois de Ma^ pour ne la quitter* 
derechef quw mois d^Odlobre, et 
^Ala autant de fois que le cas du trslte 
“rexigera. , 


ARTICLE Xn. 


The auxiliary forces on both ildex 
fhaf'be kept together as much as pof- 
fible ; and in order to avoid their being 
fubjefted to greater fatigue than tke 
others^ and to the end ,^t there map 
be in every exped|||tion and operation 
a penfeft equality, the commander' in 
chief lhall be bound to obferve on every 
occalion a juft proportion,# acccording 
to the force of the whole fleet or 
army. 

ARTICLE XIII. 


The fquadron which his Biltanni'^ 
Majefty is to furnifh by virtue of thi® 
alliance, fhall tbe admitted into all the 
ports of her Imperial Majfty of all the 
'kuftias, iball expeiicnce the 

moil amieffle &eatment, r.nd fliall be 
flhvided with every thing whj^h it may 
TOnd in need of, on paying the* fame 
price as the fhips of her Imperial 
Majefty of all the RufTias} and the 
faid fquadron (Hall be allowed to return 
every year to the ports uf Great- 
Britain, as foon as the feafon will no 
longer permit it to keep the fca ; but it 
is formally and from this time forward 
ftjpulated, that this fquadron lhall re- 
turn cveif year to the Baltic Sea about 
the beginning of the month of May, 
not to quit it again before the month 
of October, and that as often as the 
exigency of the Treaty lhall require it. 


ARTICLE XIV. 

ta partie requerante, en demandant 
les fecours ftipule par ce traite, indi- 
^uera en meme terns a la pat tie re- 
^taife le lieu, od ellle ddirera qu*!! fe 
vende d'abordj et il fera libre a la dite 
partie requerante de fe fervir du .fe(;purs 
mentidhne, pendant tout le terns qu'il 
tuii«fsva continuee, de la maniere et 
auj^endroits qu’elle jugcra le plus con- 
veaflle pour fon femice contre Taggref- 


ARTICLE XIV. 

* The requiring party, in rlaimlng the 
fuccours ftipulated by this Treaty, lhall 
point out at the fame time to the re- 
quired. party, the place where he lhall 
yvilh that it may, in the hrft jnftance, 
repair} and the fald requirikg party 
lhall be at liberty to make ufe of the 
' faid fuccour during the whole time it 
lhall be continued to him, in fuch man- 
ner and at fuch places as he lhall judge 
to be moft fuitable ibr his fervkc againfl 
.the^aggreiror. 


t ARTICE XV. 

cat de ce traite j^allianqi he fera 
pisilit applicable;mtx‘guerTes qui pour- 
rontfhrvauir fa Majefte Imperiaie 
de Coulee Jj^R^ies et les ] uiUances 
pour lefequellcs fa 
fera dilpehfeede 



• ARTICLE XV. ^ 

The condiilons of this Treaty of 
Alliance lhall not be ap| licabk to ^e 
wars which may arife between her 
Imperial Majefty of all the Rullias and 
the powers ^d people oftkiflfa, refped- 
ing whomiiis Britannic Majefty lhall 
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'prctcr Ics fecows fliSpules par le prcfent 
traitc; cxcepte Ic cas d*une attacjue 
faite par une puiiTance Europeenne quel- 
aconque contrc les droits et pofTcfllons 
dc fa Majcllie Imperiale en quefque 
partie du monde que ce foit. Comtnc 
aufli de Tautre cote fa Majefte Imperiale 
cic toutes les Rudies ne fera point tenue 
de fournir les fccours fti pules par ce 
xnGrnc traite dans qucique cas que ce 
foit, cxccptc' d’une attaque fait par une 
puHfnncc Europeenne quclconquc contre 
les droits et poffedions de fa Majefte 
BiLtanniquc cn queique partie dumoade 
<iuc cc foit. 

ARTICLE XVf. 

II a etc cgilemcnt convenu qu’en 
egard a la grande diftance des lieux, les 
troupes qiic fa Majeftc Imi'crlale des 
toutes les Rudies aur^ a , fournlr en 
vertu de cette alliance pour la defenfe 
de fa Majede Britanniejue neferont pas 
envoyees en Efpagne, en Portugal, ni 
cn Italic^ et encore moins hors de 
TEurope. * 

article XVII. 

Si les fccourcs ft pules dans TArticle 
dc ce Traite ne fufBfoicnt 'pas, 
alors les parties <^ntra£Iantcs fe re> 
fervent de convenir encore cntr’elles 
des fecours ultcrieurs qu'elles devront 
fc donner. 


^ ARTIcfLE XVIII. 

La partiq requerante ne fera ni pa»x 
ni treve avec Tcnnemi commun, fans y 
comprendre la partie requife, afin que 
eeile-ci ne «puide foudrir aucun dom* 
xnage en liaine de<. fccours qu>lle aura 
pictcs a fon Allie. 


ARTICLE XIX. 

La prefente alliance defrnlive nc 
dtirogera en rien aux traices et alliances 
^e Us hautes parties contrad.Untcs 
pourront avoir avec d’antre-^ puifl'ances, 
en tant que les dits truths «ne feront. 
point contralres ii cclui ci ni a I'amitie 
||ala bonne inCeUig'^i)ce qu'elles iont 
molues de confeiver condammenC 
Cntr'cUes* 


TR^ATr. ^ 

be dlfpenfed with from furnldilng the 
fuccours dipuUted by tin* prcfent 
Treaty j excepting in the cafe of an 
attack made by any European power 
againft the rights and podeilions of her 
Imp rial Majcdy, in whatever part of t i 
the world it may be. As alfo on the 
other hand her Imperial Majedy. of 
all the Rudias diall not be bound te 
furnldi the fuccours dipmlated by thia 
fam:i Treaty in an^ cafe whatever^ ex* ‘ 
cepting hat of an attick made by any 
European power againd the ri|hts and,' 
pufleffions of his Britannic M jedy ia 
whatever part of the world it nuy be. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

It has been in like manner agreed’, 
upon, that confiderihg the great dif- 
tancs of elac s the troops wh ch het 
Imi'crial Majcdy of all th^ Rullia# 
will have to furnidi by virtue 0 / this* - 
alliance, for the defence of his Bii^ 
tannic ^ajedv, lUiall %ot be fent C9 
Spain*, Portugal or Ital^ and fttll lefi 
out of Europe* ‘ 

ARTICLE XVII. 

If the fuccours dlj)iilatcd in the 
Fourth Article of this Treaty diould 
not%e fufHcient, in ^he con- 

tradTing parties referr^ to themfelves 
to make a further piovidon between 
themfelves with refpe^ to the additional 
fuccours which they diould give to each 
other. * ^ 

ARTICLE XVIII, ; 

« I 

The requiring Ihall make ‘ ^ 

neither peace nor truce with the com- .f- 
mon enemy, without- including the re.* , ' 
quired party, to the end that* the latter* 
may not iudfcr any injury in confe- 
quence of the fuccours he ihall have 
given to his Ally. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

The prefent Defendve AUianc^iaH 
in no w.iy derogate f om the TMtiea- 
and Alliances which the high contrail** 
ing parties mav have with other powers, 
inafiTiuch af the faid Treaties ihall not 
be contrary to this, nor to the frlend- 
Ihip'anRl good underdanding which they 
are refdvcd conftantly to keep up be- 
tween them. • 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XX* 


‘ SI quolqu’auvrc puiOancc vouloit 
acceJpi* ^ fa prJTt ntP allj inic, leurs elites 
Majoft-'s fontOMicniicsKlj fcconccriiT 
^cntr'cHus lur raJmiflion dc ceUc 
puhlan.ee. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Les deux hantes parties contraflantes 
delirant, Autucllemcnt ct avee cm* 
pretiement d’affl^rmif ct dc cnnfdider 
auUnI; (j|||c poflible l^uaitie rt Tunion 
deja hcurciifemcut exlllante^ c'les, 
et dtf prot/yei et d'etendre le tommcrce 
entre leurs I'lijels relpeftifji,* i.’*'iit;agent 
a proci;di.r, fans dcl*i, a la foimation 
d’un arrangement definitif dc com- 
‘*nicrce. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

. ’'^Les circonflances pouvani amfner la 
ibeccnite de faire qudque.s changemens 
dans los flipulafions flu pipfc|||l^Traitey 
le$ hautes parties contiadantcs one 
trouve bon cl’tn fixer Ic terme a huit 
ans, a compter du jour dc i’enchange 
dcs ratific-itions ; mais nvant I'cxpha- 
, tion dc la luitiemc nnju'c il fera rc- 
liouvellc felon Ica circonltaiicco d’alors. 


ARTICLE XXIII,' 

Le prcfvijt Tralfd u’Alliaricc fen 
:(athu', et K‘stat.li..ati()na c^ijanges ici, 
,dans Tcfpace dc deux luois, ou piutot 
fi.fairc fe pourra: . • 

'f » En foi de qinl ’es fal'd'A: MlVifires 
' Plcnipotcntiaiici des deux co.es ont 
^ne le prefent Traiic, ct y ont .»ppofc 
Is' cachet dc ;eirt& armes. 

fc" ■ 

■ 

^ Fait a St, Pcrcrlbourg, Ic Sept- 
JTixhuit Fcviier, Md bept Cens 
i^Htre ving -quinze. 


Charles Whitworth. 


article XX. 

If any other power would aecedc 1® 
this preient Alliance, their faid W:i* 
jc^.ies have agreed to coiKc-rt together 
uqion the adunfllon <Jf fachpower. 


ARTICLE XXI. 

The two high contrafllng paille*?, 
defiring mutually and with cagernef# 
to ftrengthen and to confolidatc as much 
as poflibltf the friendflup and union 
ahead) happily fubfifting ljet\v:enthf»!ri> 
and to p oledl and extend the co;u- 
mcKe betwivn their lefpcftivc fuhjcct » 
proiuiio to proceed, without delay, >■» 
the forming of a definitive arrangemenc 
of commerce. 

ARTICLE XYfl. 

As circumfiances may make It ur*- 
ceflaty to m.ike fome change in the 
claufes of the prefent Treaty, the high 
CfUJiradling parties have thought p- oper 
to jl!x the dilution of it to eight 5 cat'., 
counting from the day of exchanging 
the ratifications; but hcfoic* the ex- 
piration of the eighth year, it ih ill be 
rene»vcd uuoiding to cxilting circum- 
ft.mce3. 

« 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

The prcf.nt Treaty of Alli.mcc fiiall 
be ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed here, in the fpacc of tw® 
months, or looncr if it can be done* 

In xviin^fs whereof the Hbove- 
mentioned Minillcrs Plenipotentiary on 
both fidcs have fi;|ned the prcfeni: 
Treaty, and have thereunto affixed the 
fcal of their arms. 

Done at St. Peterffiurgh, tliis 
Seventh -tightcench ol February, 
One Thouland Seven Hundred 
and Ninety-five. 

(L.S.) Cte Jean d’Osterman* 
(L. S.) Alexandre Cte de 

Be ZBOEOPRO. 

(L.S.) Arcadi de Mobcoff. 
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TREATY 

Of Defenfive Alliance between His Britannic Majefty and 
the Emperor of Germany. Signed at Vienna, the 20 th of 
May, i79S. 


C A Mnjeftc TEmpereur et Sa Majeftc 
Ic Roi dc la Grande Bretagne, 
dcfirant dc rcnouvellcr et dc cimenter 
ics anciens rapports d'amitle et d'in- 
timite entre leurs Courunnes et Icurs 
Etats reip.^flifs, aiifli bienque de pour* 
vnlj^d’unc manierc folide et permanente 
A I'.'ur furetc future, et a la tranquillite 
jjfnciMlc de I'Europp, fe font deter- 
7nlnrcs, cn conft*qucncc de ces vucs 
r.ltiuircd, a proceder a Id conf dlion 
d’un ntmveau Tr.iitc d’AHunce, et 
cMcs ont nnmmc a cet efFet, favoir, fa 
Ivlajcd^’ rKfnpcrrur, fon Confeiller in- 
ti me adlticl et Miniftre des AfJaires 
Etran,^f:res, Baron dc Thugut, Com- 
nusrJcur de j^Oidre de St. Etienne; ct 
fd Majefte le R<ii de la Grande Bre- 
tagne, Jc Chevalier Moitcm Eden, 
Goideiller Ptivc de fd Majcft'*, Cheva- 
lier do rOrdre du Bain, Envoye Ex- 
traordinaire ct Miniftre Plenlp *trn« 
tiaire di* fa Majeftc aupres dc la Oour 
dc VIenne; Icfqucls, apres s’clrc 
comnun'.qur's leurs plcinpouvoirs re- 
fpedtio, ion: couvenus dcs Artitles 
fuivants. 

ARTICLE I. 

Ry aura entre fa Majeftc Impcr'alc 
et la Majeftc Britannique, leurs Hcn- 
ticTiJ ct Succcftlurs, ct entre tous les 
ftats, provinces ct fujets refpedlifs dc 
leurs diles Majeftes, une parfaite et 
fuiccre bonne intelligence, amitic ct 
alliance defenfive. Leurs hautes parties 
cuntratftantes apportcruiit lous leurs fobs 
nu mainiiendc Icuis intcrct. communs, 
ct employcront tous les moyens qiii 
fcr.rnt cn Icur pouvoir pour Ic dv-fendtc 
ct garantir mutuclicmenl coauc^oute 
aggie llion holhlc. 

ARTieLE II. 

Le« hautes parties contraftantes agl- 
-Hint avee un concert parfait en tout ce 
qui aura rappon au retabliifoineol ct au 
manticn d;; la paix geut ralc ; ct ellea 
•snptoyeronl toui leurs cft'orlii pour pre- 


TJIS Majefty the Emperor, and his 
Majefty the King of Great Btitihi, 
being defirous to renew and to cement 
the ancient relations of friendfhip and 
intimacy between their Crowns and 
their rerpedbive dominions, as well as 
to provide, in a fo'id and permanent 
manner, f >r their future fafety, and for 
the general tranquillity of Europe, have 
determined, in confequence of thefe 
falutary views, to proceed to the con- 
clufion of a new Treaty of Alliance; 
and they have nominated for that j'ur- 
pofe, viz^is Majefty the En>peror his 
adlual Frivy Councillor and Minifter 
for Foreign Alh'i'”, Baron de Thugut, 
Commander of the Order of Si. 
Stephen, and hi.s M jeily the King of 
Great Britain, Sir ^ oiton Eden, one 
of his Majefty’s Piiv/ Counc.Uor., 
Knigbt of the Ba’.h, Envoy Extraordi- 
n..'ry and Miniftir Fli-nipotentlary of 
his faid Mv'jrfty at Die Caart of Vienna r 
who, aftci havl''g comnturncatcu to 
each other their re pcdllvc full pow:r.', 
have agiee.i upontlic following artkle>, 


ARTICLE I. 

There fiiall he b'^^twe^-n his ImpttnaJ 
Majefty and his Biltannic Majefty, their 
heirs and CccciTirs, ..and betweea-all 
the u’rpedfivcdo.'Tiinions, provinces and 
fubjedh 01 thrirfaiJ Mjjeftics, a j erfadb 
and lince e g >od undeiiUiading, filcnd- 
ftiip and de.ubve alliance. 'I’hc high 
contiutl n pat-iici fli.il! ufe all their en- 
deavours fn the maintenance of tlicir 
common intci*cfti, an! (halJ employ all 
the means in their power to defend and 
guaranty '.acii otiier mutually s^bit 
every hoiLl. aggreihon. 

ARTK'LE ir. 

The high conliading p'^itics ftiall adt 
in perfect concert in iveiy thiog which 
relates to tliCvc-ciUbliftirncnt and to the 
nu ntenaiiccoi general peace j and rhry 
fliail employ all chair efforts tj pic\e.i:, 
6 Jgr 
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♦■■mr, par Ics voycs de iicgociation ami- by the means of friendly negotiation^ 
Cilc, le> atraques dout dies pourront the attacks with which they may be 
ctfe menaccco, foit feparement foit threatened^ either Icparatcly or con- 
onjointennKrnt. * jointly. 


ARTICLE III. 

Au cas que Tune dcs deux hautes 
parties C'>nt’ adtantes vint a litre atta- 
queoc, mold^cr ou inquictee dans la 
pcdleihon de fus ctats, territoircs ou vil- 
Ics qudeonques, ou dans I'cxerciu: de 
fes droits, libert-'s et fianchifcs pur 
tout, et fans aucunc exception, Pautro 
apportcra fous fes foins pour lVu)urir 
Ton allic Jans d-elai, et de la n'.ahiiicre 
•^i-dciVus mentlonnec. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Leurs M.»3( ftes I.nperijlc ef Britj*'- 
nique fc gaiantiiTcnt rt'ciproqirf 
<ic la maniere Ii plas e\.;.v;r, i us 
Icxirs tenltoir.’h, diolts, 

libertes et francliifca qurkouquro, td-i 
qu’ dies ler poni'd'.'nt adu^llcmcnt, c: 
tds qu'dk--' Ics poircdciwnt a()rCs la con- 
clufion d’unc paix gMU’rale, fake dc 
leur ermmun accerd e: coni ntement, 
cn conloriTiite dc cr^jagraicnU 

mutuds a cci Ci;av, dan-; la Conven- 
tion du 3 oniC Aout, I793‘ lit Ic cas 
de cettc alliance drfc'ilivc rxl'L'ia tiisic 
momcnf, e: toutes Icf fd', que Tuj.c 
des deox hautc^ paiti-s c'-ntiidan^cj 
fern tremble?, cu i-ujuktee 

dans la jouidance pVklblc dc* trs ct-.t:, 
territoires, vilicf, droili, iibertc. ou 
Frun- hik'3 qudeonqurs, Icb'n 1 iir.t dc 
pollcJlion .idud, Ct k Ion I’etdt dc j of- 
felhoa qui cxiftcr;; a Tcpoquc ci-ddTufc 
mentioniicc. 

i, 

ART I Ctl; V. 

Lcs feconrs afournirrec-proquement, 
rn vertu <te cc trnic'’, ' (-r/iftcront cn 
vingt milk homines. d’intantcric, ct fix 
rnUle hommes dc cavahic, Icfquds fe- 
ront /ournis dims I’t fparc: dc deux r.iois 
apres Ja requiftt on f ikc par la partic 
aUaqucec et continucront d'etre a la dif- 
polstldn pendant tout Ic 1 , 0 urs dc la 
gnerre df'ns laqudlc die lera eagagi'e. 
Cr-, rt'cour. fero t p.<) - cr ni.untcnus 
par ia piilfilince requil-*, pai tout ou 
ion alii c Ics t mnloyei.ij niuis i.i pnif- 
idjicc requerante ics pour\oira du pain 
rt du fourage n'ceiiair*.!, ii.i ic mcme 
pied quefes pu-.f-rej trci.ui. , 


ARTICLE III. 

In cafe either of the high contraft- 
Ing parties fhnuld be attacked, moleitcJ 
or difturbfil In t'uc poUcfllon of it# do- 
minions, territories or cities whatfoCA er, 
nr in the exert ife of its rights, liberties 
or franchifes wherefoever, and without 
any cx:eption, the other will exert all 
its enJeavourv tofuccourits ally \v tljout 
delay, arid in the manner hcitin af:ci 
iiiinnoiied. 

ARTlCI-h IV. 

I'h ii f»^ipcrfal and Bnt.mnic jMt- 
kfties K'cpiMcally g'Mrarj'v to eub 
orhff, and in tljf inoll (xpic/s ninniu'i, 
all their dominiut.s, tenitoiics, citit., 
light*., Hb^Ttic*., and franchik's what- 
foever, fuch as they at prefent poliefi, 
am* t'tch as they fhall polich, jt the 
conclij/ion of <1 general peace, mad'* by 
thi-'r ( ommon agreement ard topfcjit. 
In conformity to their mutiuil engage- 
merits in that relpetl in the fonveiitiow 
of the 30th of Augufl 1703* And the 
cafe of this defenfue alliaive fli J1 f x'ol 
from the moment vshenever either of 
th lifgh contrafling pariits fhall be 
dill'irired, molellcj or dilqulcte J in ih" 
peace tblc enjoyment of its .huiunion'- 
WrritOiics, cities, right-, iibi rtiis or 
fjanchifes \vhair»evcr, according tr» tl'C 
ilatc of aflual poirdlion, and arcorvling 
to the Hate of poficJlion which fliail tytill 
.It the abuse mentioned epoch. * 

ARTICLE V. 

Thcfuccours to be mutually fuinl/h- 
cd, in virtue of this treat fhillc .nli/l 
in twenty tlioufand i'lfji'.tis, and fix 
thoufand cavairv. wiii- h fhall be 
furnilhed in the fpacc of two montlis 
attcr requifition made by the pars at- 
tacked, and fiiall continue to he at its 
dil'polillon during tlie whole courk; of 
tJie war in wliich ii ihall be eng aged, 
Theic fu cours fhall be pai-l .incL 
maintained by the- powei lequircd^ 
whcrcscr its ally fhali employ them ; 
but the powc: requhing fhall provide 
them with the luuaif.uj bread and 
forage upon the fame fooling \Mth its 
cHvn troops. 


u 
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SI la partle rcqiierantc le picfcrc, die 
^urra demandcj que Lj fecuurs folcnt 
fburnis cn arg.’nt i et djns cc cas, Ics 
fccours Icront comptes fui la pied fui- 
vant; e'eft a-diiv, dix mlllc florius dc 
Hollandc par mois, pour chaque ipilie 
hommes cf\nfantcric, e{ ticnte nv’llc 
florins de Holla' ide par rnoib, pour cha- 
que mille homme dc cavalciie. F.t cet 
argent fora payc dc inoh on mo s, cii 
parties cgalcs^ pour toutc Taiincc. 

Si CCS fecours nc iulHl'uent pa’i pour la 
defenru de la puiflance icqu^rante, I'au* 
tre pax tie les augmcntcra fekm ciuc le 
cas Tcxigcra, cl fccourra incme fon 
allie de toulc. fci, fortes fi le^ circofi* 
ftances Ic rendoient netcflalrc. 


ARTICLE VT. 

T1 cfl convenu, qu’c confiderntion drs 
l\illiancc intime, e: 'Mic pai cc Traitc 
entre les deux couronnes, ni Tunc ni 
Tautic de!. Iimtos p.iriie'. font»'aftanics 
ne pcimcilr.x, que les vaiile.uix ou mar- 
chandifes apparteiiants ii fon allic, ou 
:iux peunles ow lujets dc fon aliie, et qui 
iiujonl cic piis f.r uier, i;ai ties '.ainejux 
de gu'are ou torfiiics qucji:.)nqu<s ap- 
partonajits a ors uuieinis ou ivklk ,, 
loicut umcnes dans Jes poits j ni qa'ii y 
foit ,ume cu nucim cao, ni fous .lucuii 
prcti'xtc que cc fut, nucun vailf j’i de 
j;u<’irc, fui oif.iire pour ci oiler fur les 
xaiJc.uix et propriercs de f n a'.lie o de 
fct. fujets, III qu'il foit porce par Jes fu- 
jet'o, ou fur Icurs vailfeaux, H' xennemis 
de fon .illie, aucune nr -niton dc bouche, 
ou n un:lh)n de gi.erre o i munition na- 
v..lc. Pour Cl s li ,s, .ui 'i f«uvent q-.c 
la requiri,.:on en for. f.ii e .r I’lm des 
ailie.i, r..utre feia te.ui vie ic'uouvdJrr 
des p/nlilb.tl-jn . cxpjf iK-c- oid.nnant a 
pcrlonn-'s de fc o-nlor tr a cet 
aitt ic, r)us peine dc punition rxem 
pKrrc, cn ouiic dc Ja ; Ixine icilituUon 
et latii-fatlion a fairr aux paiLie^ ielccw, 

ARTICLE V I T . 

Si, nuljiJc Its prohibilivin*' rt p;incs 
ci-dcllui irteiicioiina’ , dcs \ lilfeauxcn- 
Jieiiii;, ou icbc‘ljc> amenciOr’i't dtn'. les 
poit'i dc Piihc vies deux rui'.tcs parties 
conn adl ante , d s piif-s fa tch f I'au- 
tre, ou iui ft i, fujc j, cl c les oo igt'a -le 
quitte.' fes ports d I'cfpati de vingt 
quatre h Uus apies lour atrlvce, Ibes 
peine de faific cr de corififcation • t-t les 
Jjui] ages ft pjiTutis, ou autre^ pjiloii- 


If the party requiring prefers, it may 
demand the fuccours to be furni/h‘*d in 
monev ; and in that cife the fuccours 
fliall be compU"ed at the following rate, 
that is to fa\ j ten thoufand Dutch 
florins per month for every thoufand 
infantry, and thirty thoufand Dutch 
florins per month for every thouland 
cavalry. And ih»s money fnall be paid 
monthy, in equal portions^ throughout 
the whole year. 

If thefe fuccours /hoold not fuffice 
for the defence ' f the power rcvquiring, 
the othu'r party lhall augment them ac- 
cording as the ocr.'ition lhall lequirc, and 
Ih ill oven fiiccour it's ally with it‘s 
who c torce-^, If the circ uni ft antes Ihould 
Tcndci it ncccftaryf'. 

ARTICLE VI. 

It agreed tliat in confidcration of 
the intimate ah'an c, ertabliihed by 
this Treaty bct'vccn the two crowjjp, 
neither the one nor the - ther of thet 
high fontij^bng "artic Ih 11 permit the 
veiiels o‘ tnerchandi/e k longing to it’s 
ally, or to the people or fe.hj' ol it’s 
all . , and which lhall ha\e be- n taken 

(c» by any (hips v f war or privateers 
\vi)^ifv»ev'T, l> lo iging to enemies < r ve- 
Lels, to be brought no ii’s harboun j 
nor any Ihip of wai or i nv.itee* to be 
therein ar i.e 1 in any • jfc or under any 
I i-’text w -atfvicver, in orj r tti cniixe 
aga nil the fnps and pm erty of fu h 
ally, or of lii iu' iuii^s j nor t atthe.-c 
be co'.vcyt d by it’ l‘ubjei>^s or in their 
Ihip , 10 the cne le, of it’^ a’ly, any 
proviljon , or military or naval llorcs. 
For tlu’fc ends, a' often it Hull be re-,- 
t^nir d by eithei o th':„allle , the other 
liull be l pund to ri’ncw cx,> cf- p ohi- 
hiiion-, ordering all pci Tons to onform 
th'-mlclves to this artiolc, upon pain of 
cxemjd.iry pu-iHhmeni, in ado tion to 
the lull leftitution and fatisfaClion CO be 
mode to the injured paitics. 

ARTICLE VII. 

P', n t.viihft nding the prohihitions 
and pt naltics ib vi,-:.'cntK)iied, any 
\ Ibd of c mic-n oi rebels Ihould bring 
int,* the poits «>f cit cr of tlic high con- 

pa t e a y prizes taken Ironi 
the* otlu-r, or from it’s lubjeJrb, the lor- 
nic. ih.ill ob'i gc them to quit it’s ports 
jn ih" fpa e oi twe ty-f ur hour after 
the r ariival, upon pain of feizure and 
co;ihic.*tio.' j and the cicw^. a d pailen- 
g Z 
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nter«^ fujets de fon alllc, qui auront etc 
ainehls dans Ics dits pom, feront im- 
xhedlatennent ,»prci leur arrivee, m''s cn 
ple.ne lib ite, avec leur vaiflcaa ct mar- 
chandifes, fans a .cun f’cla* ou excep- 
tion. £t fi qiielque vaifleau que fut^ 
apres avo'r r'te ar ‘.c ou equipe,en tout 
ou en parric. t*a:is les ports, tie i'un dfs 
allies, feroit eropl ye a fa re dcs prife-, 
ou a comi. etlre des hofl iites centre les 
fujets de I'autrc, cc vaiiVeau, au cas qu*U 
jcti> fna dins les dits ’lorts, feroit, a la 
taquilitioji des paftieslcfees, fa^ii ct coa> 
iirque a leur |<roiit. 


Le’ hautes parties contradlantes n’en- 
tendent pas que es ftipulat'KMiii dc ces 
dciix ariicli! pud'ent ct J> t u- 
tion df iraitk’s nnrer e - a<.iU'dlem''nt 
exiftants avet ks autrci uuil.4nces,f.ma 
ncamivns c u’ I lo i uore aux hau e•^ 
parties con ti<i an^es de former ci apres 
de nouveaux engagemens au p.ejudi.e 
des diies flipuUtions, 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Leurs M yc^ies Impeiialc et Britan- 
niq' c •.'cng.’^cnt a ratifier le re*ent 
Traite d’alliance, et les ratik^ a;ion$ en 
feront ccharii; cs dans Vfpa c d fix it- 
xnaia.s, ou ^.iutot ii la'ue fc pouna. 

En foi de quo), nous foiiflignes, 
snunis des pleinpouvoirs de leurs ma - 
jellcs Imperiale et Brit nnique, avons 
«n leurs nums ligne le prelent traite, et 
y ^vons fait appofer le cachet dc nos 
4rjnes. 

Fait a Vienne, le vingt. Mai, Tan 
mil fept cent quatre vingt quinze. 


(L.S.) Li Babon iz Thugut. 


Article SeparL 

Si le pied, ordinairement limite, des 
troupes de terre de la Grande Bretagne 
ne permettoit point a fa Majelle Bri- 
ttiinique de fournir, au terme prefix, 
le fecours en homines, ftipule dans Tar- 
ticle y. de ce prefent traite d'alliance. 


gers or other prifoneiT, fubje^S of it’* 
ally, who fhull hare lecn brought into 
tbe fa.d port-', lhall, im '^ediatcly after 
their arri'.-al, be r' ftored to their full li« 
bert , with their fh p and merchandize, 
without any delay or excep- ion. And 
if a*«y veilel whatfoever, after having 
been armed or e ;uioped, wholly or par- 
tially, in the port« oi either of the allies. 
Id be empli*y.d in taking prizes, or 
in commit inghollili ic againft the fub- 
uf the other, fuch veflcl, in cafe of 
it' returning into the faid ports, /hall, 
at th^‘ rcoi ifl ion of injun d partic<!, 
be feized and con'if.atcd for their 
beneftt. 

The high Contraft'ng parties do not 
intend tli.it he ftipul-itioii,. in t 'crc Iwo 
art.Jes fhould derogjte from rhe exe* u- 
tion of antcrloi irearie;; aCti. li y cxiiiing 
with otti'. 1 pjwvrs ; the h.^I ( ontrjc' ing 
parties nn^ bciur, I'OweM'i, at liberty to 
formVcw en ag incntt. hereafter to tiio 
prejudice of the faid ilipulations. 


ARTICLE Vin. 

Their Imperial and Britannic Majef- 
tics engage to ratify the prefent treaty of 
alliance, and the ratifications thereof 
(hall be excha 'ged in the fpacc o; fix 
weeks, or fooncr il it can be done. 

I n witpeis whereof we, the -undcr- 
figned, being furnilhed with tlie full 
powers of their Imperial and Britannic 
Majefties, have figncd the pveicnt treaty 
in their names, and have canfed the fcaU 
of our arnas to he athxed thereto. 

Done at Vienna, the twentieth day 
of May, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and ninety-hv(. 

(L. S.) Morton £den« 


Separate Article^ 

In cafe the cftablifhment, in gene- 
ral limited, of the land forces of Great; 
Brita n, fhould not permit his Britan- 
nic Majefly to furnifh, within the term 
fpeciiicd, the fuccour in men ftipulated 
by the Vth article of the prefent treaty 
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<* que par confrqupnt fa M ■ Im- 
perial fut <lans i'* cas ie rcmpJac"r %-e 
ic.ours par un n'mljf e^'l d’aurre* 
troupes, qu c ; ■ nrend oit a fi foJclc, la 
confiance d* I I mp' ear ians l\»m.ne 
et requite du R id* la Grande Bre- 
ta ,nrj e lui la a jc m d lu-te, que fsL 
Male le Rr t ''nique nc fo piCLr la is 
diiticalre a Twid’ .n ier d-' la dili‘’rence, 
qu d’aj'-es un" .i r; a ;trecIafion d’a- 
lorr, fy. encie .es fraix dc ia prife 
a Ibid'* Lt dt: 1 ertreticn.dc c^s troupes, 
ft i’evali.'tio", cu florbis de Hal- 
la ae, qui, jiour evifer tout lon^,eur 
dcs dilculiions, a etc ado tee dans Ie 
fuiiiit aicjcle V, d’ap-‘s i’crtimatlon 
[ oAec dans d'ancicns traiics* 


Get article fepare faifint partic du 
traite d'allia' cc, lij^ne aujourrt'hui au 
nom dc kuis M ijeiU- Imperiale ct 
Briti unique, aura la memo force et 
vaicur, que s’ll ctoit inlcrc mot a mot 
dans ie dit traitc d'al lance. 


£n foi de quoi, nous foullignes, 
munis des pleinpouvoirs d*: ieurs 
Majeftes Impenale et Britanimiuc, 
avons en Icurs noms figne le prelent 
Article feparc et y avons fait appofer 
le cachet de nos armes. 


Fait a Vienne, le Vingt Mai, I’An 
Mil Sept Cent Q«atre Vingt 
Quinxe. 

(L.S.) L£ Baron D£ Thvgut. 


jfrticle Separe* 

Leurs Majelles Imperiale ct Britan- 
nlquc fe concerteront fu. Tinvitation a 
fjjrc a fa Majeflc Imperiale de toutes 
les Ru.iies, rour former par Tunion des 
rrois Cours cn confcqucnce dcs liaifons 
rtroices qui exillcnt deja entre elles, un 
fyftcme d’une triple Alliance, piopre a 
■etanlir ct a mainte lir deformais la 
paix et la tranquillitc generale en 
£aropc« 


4 » 

of alliance, and that confequently hit , 
Imperial Maj; fty Ihiiild i' obli^^ed lof 
fa ;Jy that .uccjur by m cqua: oumbef 
of Oihcr t-oops, to be taken 1 o is 
p-ty, the confidence which ■ E ■ i v», 
r'pofes in the fikndlup and equity dt 
the Ring of Great Britain leaves him 
no room to doubt b t that his Britan* 
sk\c Majefiy wi 1 readily grant him aft 
indeinnificati 'o for the diflFerf*ncc^ 
whicJi, acci.rding to a vakat oi. aC 
the tiine, fhall exift between the ex* 
pences of the talc og into pay and fub* 
h'ianccof thofc troops, and the eftim.ito 
in Dutch florins, which, in order to 
avoid every delay of difculTion, has 
htcn adopted in the above-mentioned 
Vth article, in conformity to the clli* 
mate contained in antient treaties. 

This feparate artfcle, making part of 
the treaty of alliance, ligiied this day 
in the name of their Imperial and Bri- 
tannic Majcifies, fliall have the fame 
force and validity as if ft were inferted 
w'ora for word in thj faid treaty of 
alliance. 

In wjtncfs whereof, we the under- 
flgncd, being furniflied with the full 
powcis of th ir Imperial and Biitaniiic 
Majefties, have, in their names, figned 
the prcCenl leparate Article, and have 
caufed tlic feals of our arms to be 
afli' cd thereto. 

Done at Vienna, the Twentieth of 
May, in ihc Year One Thoufand 
Seven Hundred and Ninety-fivea 

(L.S.) Morton E*1)en. 


Separate Article^ 

Their Imperial and Britannic Ma* 
jefties {hall concert together upon ahe 
invitation to be gi ven to her Imperial 
Maje^ly of all the Ruflias. in order to 
form, by the union of the three Courts, 
in confequence of the intimate con- 
n^xions which exift already between 
them, a fyftem of triple Alliance, 
proper for the re-eftablifliment and 
maintenance in future of peace and 
general tranquillity in Europe. 


This 
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Cct Article Aura 4a jneme force 
commc s*il ctoit infere dans le prefent 
Trait£. 

' iEn foi de <]uoi, noas rouflignes^ 
tniinis des pleinpouvoirs de Jcurs 
Majeftes Imperialc et BritanniquCy 
avons en Icurs noms fignc le prefent 
' Artitie fcpare, ct y avons fait appofer 
k cachet de nos armes. 


„ Fait a Vienne, le Vingt Mai, TAn 
Mil Srpt Cent Quatre Vingt 
Quince* 

(1m S*) Ls Bakon nx Thvcut* 


This Article fhill have the fime 
force as if it were inferted in the prefent 
Treaty. 

In witnefs whereof, we the under« 
fignedt being fuiniihed with the full 
powers of their lmpf*i ill ar.d Brt annie 
Majefties, )\ave in their nao es, figned 
the prefent feparatc At tide, and have 
caufed the fcals of our arms to be 
affixed thereto. 

Done at Vienna, the Twentlcrh of 
May, in the Year One '1 houland 
Seven Hundred and Ninety-five. 

(L» S*) MoRTOh' £ocr* 
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REPORT 

£ Made upoa the 14th Day of June« Z794*'] 
FROM Tft» 

COMMITTEE, &c. 


Ordered to Be Re-frintsd the ^tb of November ^ 1795 '* 


The COMMITTEE appointed to confider of the 
Methods pra£fclfcd in making Flour from Wheat, the 
Prices thereof, and how far it may be expedient te 
put the fame again under the Regulations of an Aflize; 
and to report the fame, with their Opinions thereupon, 
to the Houfe ; in Obedience to the Order ot the Houfe, 
met on Friday the Third of this Month. 

^T^HEY £rft examined the ftatutc, intKuIed, 4 ^/a Pams et 
A Cer<vljia^i** made in the fifty-firft year of the reign of Henry 
the Third ; alfo the ordinance for bakers ^ made in the times of 
Henry the Third, Edward the Firft, or Edward the Second; they 
did alfo examine the allowances heretofore made to the bakers, 
according to the price of the wheat, by the aflize of the fifry-firft 
of Henry the Third ; by that in the lime of Edward the Firll ; 
by that made in the twelfth year of the reign of Hertry the 
Seventh ; by that made in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of 
Qjacen Elizabeth, and laftly, by the Book of Aflize,’ publi(hed by 
order of council in the year 1638, in which., for the firll time, the 
aflize was c-ilculated by the pound avoirdupoife and its parts, as 
well as by the pound troy- 

And youi committee do find. That the charge of grinding and 
drefling the wheat into meal and flour was always included withjln 
the aflize, while the aflize of bread was fet according to the price 
of the wheat. 

They next examined the llatute, intituled, An Aft to regu- 
late the price and aflize of bread,” made in the eighth year of the 
reign of Queen Anne ; and they find therein, that the utagtflratcs 
and other. >> authorized to fet an aflize on bread, were direfted by 
law, for the Aril time, in fo fettin'r the aflize, to have refpeft to 
the price of the meal and flour, as well as to that of the grain^ 
Although the aflize of the bread, as fet in the affize table, is 
calculated by a price of the bufbel of wheat ; yet that fnppofed 
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price of the bu(hel of wheat is a compounded price, as collcfled hf 
having re(peA to the meal or flour, as well as to the 'grain^ 
together with the baker’s allowance added Jthereco. From the 
time that the aflize of the bread was fet with refpeA to the flour, 
the miller and meal man were no longer included within the 
charges whereon the aflize of bread was calculated ; they were 
from thenceforth at liberty to make what forts of flour they fhould 
pleafe, and to affix thereunto what price they thought proper t 
whereas, while the aflize had refpcft to the grain only, as from 
time immemorial it always had, the charges of grinding and 
drefiiog were included in the calculation of the feveral operations 
of the making of bread frodi* the grain ; and thofe articles do 
accordingly ftand in the faid calculations. 

They find, from the journals of the houfe, that at the time of 
snaking this alteration, there were petitions prefented to the 
Jhoufe, by the bakers of London, by thofe of mod of the great 
iCowns apd cities, and almoft from every part of England ; fetting 
forth, that the fetting the aflize in this manner mud be either 
impradlicable, or a great oppreffion to the baker. Several hi« 
conveniences did arim in praflii'^e ; and your committee find, 
That on the fecond day of Match, iu the year 1735, mailer 
snd wardens of the company of bakers in the city of London, in 
behalf of themfelves and the red of the bakers within the bills 
of mortality, did prefent a petition to the Houfe, in which they 
'let forth and allege, that the prices of the wheat, from whence 
the magidratedid fet thcr aflize, and the prices of the flour which 
the baker did ufe for the making the feveral forts of bread bv 
the kw direfled, did not agiee ; and that the allowance which, 
the aifize made them, was not propoT tinned to their charges, and 
the cod of the materials whereof their bread was made. 

And your committee find, on the 12th day of the faid month, 
that the commiuee who were appointed to condder of the faid 
petition did report, That the petitioners had fully proved the 
allegations of their petition ; and that the mod certain and 
mod equal method of afeertaining the price and aflize of bread 
•* within the Bills of Mortality, with judicc to the publick, as 
well as to the bakers, will be, to fix the fame from the price 
of fuch flour, whereof each fort of bread is made, making a 
** ceafonabie allowance to the bakers for every bu (he 1 of flour, 
^ proportionable to the ancient and cudomary allowance for 
every bafhel of wheat.” This refolution was agreed to by 
the houfe, and a Bill was ordered to be brought in, “ for the 
better regulating and afeertaining the price and aflize of bread 
in the city of London, and pans adjacent.” A Bill was ac- 
cording to the order brought in, but we do not find that the 
houfe did proceed therein. 

Here your committee beg leave to obferve, that although the 
remedy* propofed by the refoluiion of that committee, might 
bivc relieved the caft of the baker; ye', while the miller or 

fnp»1m9i% 
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YfiDalman was thus left at liberty to itfiake ^hat divHl()ns and aA 
foitments qf flour he fhould pleale, and to affix thereunto what 
price fhould tv) him, from reafbaa of his own; feem niee*;''the 
poor wt^re ftill liable to be ag{>rievcd by a high price or affize^f 
bread, although che wheat was cheap ; becaufe, if xhe itiiHer or 
tnealman fhbuTl affix ahi^h price upon' his flour, difproportionate 
to the price of wheat, and the majgilb'ate fhould, in the fettin^ 
the afiize, be confined t*) look to the price of the flour only, 2t$ 
the refolution propoftd, the bread might be rated at a high prlce^ . 
although the wheat did not require fuch. 

Your cominirtee next inquired \Vhat the law, intituled, An 
A <51 for the d tie making of bread, atiid to regulate the price and 
aflize thereof, and to punifh perfons who fhall adulterate meal 
flour or bread,** pafTcd in the thirty-firft year of the reign of 
George the Second, did intend. Tnia law, they find, fuppofcs, 
that the whole fl ^ur of the wheaten is fo divided into two forts, 
as that a wheaten bread, ^ahd an houfehbld bread, only, fhould be 
made f r common fale; that the wheaten loaves were always ta 
be ihiee fourths of the weight of the houfehold loaves of the' 
fame price ; and that the houfehold prized loaves were always to 
be three fourths of the price of the wheateti loaves of the fame 
fjze. This wheaten bread was fuppofed to be fomewHat finer 
than the wheaten intended by' the 8th of Queen Anne, but not 
fo fine as the white bread intended by that The houfehold, 

alfo, was thua meant to have been of a better and more nutritious 
qirctiity than that of Queen Anne ; and the bread was prized and 
aifized accordingly as fuch. The price was thus fixed on tlie 
public; but the ad, as to the making the bread intended was never 
carried into execution. We are not able to difeover that the flour 
was ever divided by the miller or mcaiman, as the law fuppofed 
when ix fixed the affize; or that any fuch was ever ia the maiket, 
bearing fuch proporfions, either its quality or price : On the con- 
trary, the meal man appears to have made it by what divifions and , 
of what afTortments he pleafed, and to have aflixed thereunto, 
without refped had to any jwft rule or proportion, any prices be 
pleafed; fo char, while the baker, (cfpccially in London, and the 
parts adjaceni) was •bliged to make his bread of fuch forts of 
flour as he could purchaie, or did afterwards hirufelf mix the fe- 
veral forts as he found convenient, the magiltrate, hog^ever he 
might fet the affize, could not poflibiy know what that bread was 
which, he fa affized or prized. 

Your committee were confirmed in their opinion on this head, , 
by infpefting and examing the regifters of the prices of wheat and' 
flour, as kept in the books of the meal weighers of the city qf 
London, from September 1759; (when the adl for regulating th^ 
affize and price of bread firlt came into operation) to October 
1773. They direAed their enquiry in otder to aCsertain the fatl:, 
whether there were, according to the intent and mining of the 
m aft, in the market, for commoa ufc and eonfumptran, two 

h forW 
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fofti of fibUTf futfed to thc jOB^cmg the two forts of bread only, ai 
iatetided by the hud aft fhould be «^de for falc ; and whether the 
|>ricea of mch flour (if any fuch there were) bore any 6xed pro-* 
<Mrcioa«^ cither to the wheat, the bread, or to each other, fo as to 
tirit the prices and afSze fixed by that aft. 

Your committee examined Jofcph How, who has been a meal 
weigher from before that *^eriod ^ and atfo William hdarfhallr 
who has been a meal weigher for the lad feven years, to the mode 
of their collefting the prices of the wheat, w^dof the flour ; to the 
truth of thefe legiflers; and alfo to the forts of flour which are 
ufually in the market; and do fbd, that as to the price of the 
wheat, they colleft it froli^the fellers market books, and check k 
by th^/ie of the buyers ; and return the prices, with the quantities 
fold, to the chief m^iftrate ‘t which prices are thofe rrgidered in 
the books of their ciSce : That as to the flour, there were in tlie 
year 1759, have been ev. r fioce, three forts always in the 

Rwrket ; viz. firits, feconds, and thirds i but that the meal 
weighers never ukc account of the pric^or falc of a;iy other than 
,che iirfl fort, which is impropoiy tcimeJ houihold, being faid to 
be intended for mak ^g the wheaten bread ; and that this is gene- 
rally returned and regidcred at one price, notwlthflandtog the 
price of the wheat varies vciy confiderbiy ; and this fined foit is 
what always has been and is chiefly fold in the market for the ge- 
neral corifumption. 

Your committee next examined Mr. Pardo Allet (a mefilman) 
and it appeared, that of late they ufually make up their wheat to 
a daudard of 63 pounds to a b^'fliel, by adding fuch a quantity 
over and abote the measure of the bufhd, as the wheat in meafurc 
is beneath that weight ; yet we find, that the price of flour per 
fack has varied from the price of the wheat per quarter, through 
all proportions, fri»ni one to eleven (hillings diilerencc. 

Your committee wifliing to know whence this variation did 
^arife, and whether the meaimen did of late ufe a diiferent drefling 
or aflortment. They did not receive any information on that head ; 
they were however afterwards informed by themader of the bakers 
company, who is a miller, that they now drefs the Uoudiolda 
through a twenty (hilling cloth, and the refidue through a fixtccn 
/billing cloth for ; which your committee apprehend to be 

a coarfer dreffing than fliould be for the wheaten bread intended 
by the aft, :efptcially as It apptarafrom the repot t of the com- 
.mif&oners of the Vlftualling-ofHcc, dated June 10, 1774, hereunto 
^nexed (B), and bereina^er more particularly referred to, that 
dreifing throu;^h a one-and-twenty /hilling cloth, as therein de^ 
feribed, is the p'oper drefling for the whole flour, in order to pro- 
% duce the flour duly.fuitt^d to the wheaten btead. I'his miller, the 
' liMailer of the Bakers Company, further informed your committee, 
that fidee th< paffihg of the biead aft of laft feifion, diefled 

as ufual, hou&olds, feconds, and thiids. 

Mr, 
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^ Mr|^ Pardo A'let^ alfo of %he baktta company^ who is a mcaU 
rman, informed your committe^ that hr nFed ihc wire madline 
now appli/d fo the drcHlng of fioar» and rhat he drtl&d the meal 
through the different numbers, from No. 58 to No. 6a for hoitfiB^ 
holds, and the refidue for middlings through the dtflierent hum* 
bcrs, from No. 46 to No. 56. In order to expLdn the nature of" 
this evidence, vre beg leave to refer to three lettf.Ts inferred in the 
Appendix, fE. 1, a, 3,) from* Mr. Miln of Manchefter, th# 
patentee maker of wire machines for dreffitig flour, to Mr; Pel 
ham, 'Secretary of the Vi^biating oflice, d»ted January the 
February the fecond, and May the fourth, 1774: alfo to the 
xn'anufaAurers memorandum of ieveiall^boltiag cloths which aie 
moil commonly ufed, deferibed by their denominations, and by 
the number of threads, which are in the warp, and in the (hoot 
or wO(..f, in an inch fquare ; which is alfo inierted m the Appendix 
(F). Reference had to thofc, will inform the Houfe what the 
lorts of drefling are which the evidence above defciibes, ^nd will 
confirm (whatever names the ieveral forts of iljur at diflerent 
times be called by) the evidence which we received from the 
meal weighers, that the fame aflb^tments of she flour, houfe* 
holds, feconds, and thirds, are noiV in the market as have been 
Jhcretofore, but chat the fort which is priucipitilly and in the 
main quantity fold there is the houfeholds; which the mode of 
.drefling above deferibed provides for accordingly in the greateft 
.quantity. ^ ^ f 

Your committee, In order to give the m^re certain information 
to the Houfe, as to the variations of the difference between 
the prices of the flour per fack of twenty-eight pounds, and the 
prices of the wheat J^er quarter, have ex-tradtei from the meal 
» weighers books, and flated the relative proportions of thefe prices 
between the flour and the wheat of the fame time, as they were 
found to fland in different periods, from September 1759 to 
O^lober 1773; and they haxe annexed the fame to *this Re« 
;port(D). 

The difference of price between the price of the fack of flour 
and the price of the quarter of wheat, as they flood at the fame 
:time, appears to have varied from one fhilling to eleven Anllings. 
When it appears that the miller and mealman^s chafes, tor 
grinding and drefling, have been alwws at or nearly the fame rate 
ptr quarter.; and that the houfliold floiir lias always been faji^ 
pofed to b:: of (or nearly fo). the fame finenefs, being intended for 
the fame fort of bread; your committee are unal^ to accouna 
ifor thefe deviations of proportion by any juft rule of charge and 
profit. 

Upon the whole of th’s point, your commirtee arc not able to 
.find that any fuch divifi.^n was ever made of the whole flour into 
>two forts only, fo as fpecially fuited to make the two foiti of 
.bread only, namely, whe^en and hodfhold, as the a£i of the 
ithirty-firii of George the fecond retires ; iior that there Werr in 

ha . tbe 
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the .markirt any forts* which, «ithfer in proportion of qualify, 
quantity, or price, artfwered this intended lupply of fiich two 
fprts of bread; nor that any quais'iity of th^* whi/le flour of ibc 
Wheat, fuch as is dircdled by the A<^ for the be.ltr reg 1: t»ng 

the afitze and the due making of br ad,” the ftavidaid whvriis n 
bread Aiould be made of, has been in the market ; noc can th- y 
find that Mr. Jonathan Rogers, mafler of the Bakers C ompany,^ 
who is a miller,. and does not follow the baking trade, (althv ugh 
at the commencement of the faid a£k the company did, as i •- 
formed your committee, by advertifement, recommend it t . tiie 
trade to comply with the aft if they coi id ger ta-.e flviur) diu i ver 
drefs any flandaikl wheaten flour, except two fatkb f r ,i tiial, 
for Mr* Wyatt, one of the wardens of <he company : nor uiat 
Mr. Pardo AUet, alfo a cnnfideri^ble member ( f the faid Bakers 
Company, who is a' mealman, did ever drtfs, m< e than ihrt'e 
facks, which he informed us he drefled for the baker who took 
bis fhop. On the contrary. Your Committe find, that the meal- 
men go on 10 drefs and prize their flour, without any rt‘f^:ecl had 
to the bread dhefted to re made either by the aft of the thiay- 
firft of George the feCond, or to that of the thirteenth of his 
prefent Maj\fty ; by vvhi< h modes much the greateft portion of 
the whole flour is conftantly thrown into that affonment which is 
called houfli'dds, the reft and refidue being middlings only, fuch 
as is chiefly ufed for bilenit fluff, as Mr. Pardo Aliet informed 
Your Commitre; andw* ich houlholds are prized at a rate which 
half only of the whok- flour fhould have borne ; while the fmall 
refidue is again divided into further affortmer.ts, ftill more remote 
from anfwering the regulations of the laws, as they direft the 
fevcral forts of bread lu be made. 

In order precifely to fta e this jmatter to the Heufe, Your Com* 
mittee next examined the Reports of the Commilfioners of the 
Viftualing Office, made to the Commiflioners of the Admi.aly, 
and dated May 30lh, June loth and nth, 1774, ond vvhich were 
referred to this Your Commitfee. Thcfe Re ports ftatc the Iffue of 
fundry expert Mcms made by that Boaid, as id the prafticabiliiy 
and proper mode ofdrelfing the fii>ur of wheat, confirmable to 
what the laws for the due making of bread require, aim as to the 
produce of fuchfl uir from wheats of various foits. 'I he fads are 
fo clearly demoaftrated-by thcfe exper!ments,anci«the accounts are 
fodiftinftly drawn up, that Your Committee cannot better point 
their information to the Houfe, than by directing it in a reference 
tothe R^orts themftlves (A, B, Cj. 

Vobr Coj^nmittee, however, beg leave to obferve, that the pro- 
portii n of the average quantity of the whole fliUr in weight, pro- 
(when dreffed tbro\i^h a bolting cloth as therein defciibed, 
o>, ihr ugh a wire machine as therein alio defenbd) to the average 
ixreight of aJI (6rf$ together of wheats, from 5iib. j>er buihel to 
ds nearly hree-h u- th parts < £ the average weight 
: that the prbportion of the weight of the flour tp 
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the weight of the wheat, in wheats under 57ib. per jsufRel is left 
than three-fourths; but that in wheats above that weight of 571b.* 
per bulhel, the propoftion in flour is four-fifths and upwards. 

Yout Committee next exaxuined H-nry Pelham, tfq. XSeere- 
tary to the Vidualing Office) as to the truth and exa&oefsof the 
accounts annexed to the faid Reports^ and inilltuted on che.ejqieri.^ 
ments made ; he acquainted Your Committee, that he had e^amia- 
ed the fame, and that he found them right : he was then deiired. 
to give the Committee fu<:h obfervations as he had made relative 
to the making of flour and, bread; in an^ver to which, he referred 
to ihndry experiments in flit uted by him, and made under his di« 
rev'ilion*, which are hereunto annexed (G) : he alfb delivered in d 
p3per of obfervations and flates of accounts on this fubje^^ at 
what would give to the Committee the bed information that he 
was able to lay before them ; this was accordingly read, and m, 
liefeimto annexed (H). 

Your Committee beg leave to obferve, from the accounts Hated 
andref rred to in the faid Reports and papers, that although the, 
baker cannot aflord to make, and has therefore never made,, the 
real wheaten houfhold bread, as intended to be made by the of 
the 3ifl: of George the fecond, while he is obliged to buy hie 
flour (»f the mt^alman, under the affortment and at the prices which 
the trade in general make and charge ; nor the flauditrd wheaten. 
bread as intended by the a£i of the i^th of his prefent Majeftyt' 
yet that if the baker either buyes his own wheat, or that thef 
grinding and drefling are fuch, and the price fo charged as thole 
fuppofe (wlucit With full and ample allowance to the miller, 
mealman and baker, they can be) the baker is very folly enabled 
to make fuch feveral forts of bread as the law requires, and 
fell them at fuch price as the law dfreds, with a confiderable. 
profit over and above the allowance which the law and the ma« 
giflrate make him, according to the prefent fetting of the affize 
on bread.-— Secondly, That while the tnealmaacan obtain iL 49, 
Sd. on the grinding and drefling of a load ot five quarters of wheat, 
according to the general prefent mode of the trade, he will never 
drefs or prize his floor uthej^wife: while the baker, buying hh 
flour nf thofe ailbrtments, and at thofe prices, is to loofe on the 
houihi'ld bread of the 31^ of George th^ fecond, twenty fhillinga 
and one penny of the due profli ,wmch beoug^t to have on (ixty 
peck loaves of the fame; and while in like ^^anner (if he is to 
buy his flour as bef re) he is, to lofe on^ the ftendard wheateii 
bread of the 1 3th of his pt efent majefty, one p6und and a pehny .. 
farthing on one hundred and fiwency peCk lQ%ves, he never wifll ' 
or can make either the one or the other. 

Thirdly, That-until the mekiman is obliged to drefs, the flour 
into fuch forts as are fuited to the forts of bread which the law 
intends fhould be made; that Is to fayi'inta the whqle 8oar> as ijt, 
is deferibed in the for the better reguladhg t^e affl/e, 
paired lafl feflionsj fpr the ltao4ard whpaten bread.; ot by .io div 

vidinif 
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the whole flour into two fl»rt9 only^ as ihall be Asited to 
the .waeateu and huufliold breads as direded by the A6k of the 3 1 &, 
of George the fecond ; .and until fuch wiiole. riour, and fiich forts 
of fiooty are fold at prices proportioned to the price of wiieat on 
one liattd» and to the prices of bread on the oth r ; all regulations 
se^&ing bread muftbe .nugatory; all affize oa bicad impraif’tica- 
He« or othexwife opp'-effive 10 . /armer on one handf or to the 
baker on the other ; and in the end a grievance to the poor la* 
bourer, tre'chanic, and manafadaren 

Laftly» It appeals ic Yuur Committee^ froin the Reports of the 
Gotnmiffioners ol ihe Vi<^nahng Office, that the flour may eaflly, 
nud by lefs lubciir than is ufed in the inodes originally pra^fed^ 
Iwr fo divided ; and rhiit the whole flour may be made the flandard 
fe? die regal itions of an aflize of flour, in proportion to the value 
d# the wheat ; and that the forts ariling from the diviflon of this 
whole flour into two equal moieties, may be affiued in pfoportion 
dhertto^ by feii'iig the prit^e of the houlhoid {chat is to fay, that 
idixr sit^^ka is inuuded for the ho uihold bread) one*eighth left 
Ibaii tile flandard wheaten, and the wheaten floor one^e^ghsh mere 
Hwii the flandard wheaten, and the iKuifliold flour one-f urth leis 
fjbtitn the wheaten flour ; lo as the wheaten aUd houlhold fl ur to- 
Mherflifttll luehe tip the price of the ftandard wheaten,' or whtde 
Srmr I which fegulations will precifely fuit the proportions that 
the law hath preferibed to the aifize of the fevcral forts of 
bread. 

. Your Committee next examined Thomas Parrer, £(q. as to the 
truth of inndry experiments, and of accounts inflitu ed there n, 
tvhich had been communicated by him, refpefting (he quantity of 
lliour, and cd bread, produced from different forts of wheat ; .^nd 
' ]|e acquainted the Committee, that the experiments had been made 
by hss direction, and under his own infpedlon ; and^ihac the ac* 
jenrrtswcre right: theft experiments and accounts hre alfo an* 
oexsd to this report (1). \ 

' One of the Members of this Committee laid b» fore your Com- 
llfittee, a narrative of the proceedings refpeding the Carrying 
the Wesd Adi of lafl feffions into execution in the county of Dt- 
#pn, and in the city of Exeter ; ^alfo of fundry experimenrs ma .e 
Ol that time by lum(ildf^ with twrr other julHces, and others, re- 
i^^t^ing the mald^w |b«r and bread, as more particularly re- 
lating to ^e operi^^ p/ tiie proeiflons of the laid ad,' with his 
obftfrvatioiks theip^U^n $ -which we bavc« for the further and fuller 
hifermction of Hpufe, annexed to this Report (K), and to 
which we beg ka^irit to refer. 

. Dr. Charles Irwin having been deflred to atialyfe floor and 
iHreiKi taken from eKflereht parts iu' London, in order to afeertain, 
l| fir a3 the fame could be done, whether there were any adulter- 
the floor, or any voder mixtmes, .to we found in thv 
'"^^Idfnnioo bread of I^ondob, and what foch were; as alfo vhtt 
toeio, dto IV Wm, from 'ihe iollitution cf his experi- 

/ xneni^ 
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merits* (hoald appear; he attende^ Your Committee*; and delivered 
ii^an aaccUtrrrrf the procrfs of (iich experiments a<« he had malde^ 
and his rral'oning flWrettp'on. As r appears to your committee^ 
that it is of co»if'quence to the public* not only that they (hould 
be appriied of any defcdls which may appcak*, but alfo that any 
prejiidices as t > the exlftnice of fuppofed frauds, if fuch dii ex- 

f erincicats fhould be found not to cxitl, Ihould be removed, 
ave annexed this the Doctor’s account (L)*and beg leave to re^ 
fer to it on this head. 

Finally. Your committee came to the following refdutions* 
Re/o^, 

That it appears to this Committee* that until the ftatute* iiii 
tituled, Panis 9 tt CeryiJljt'* made m the fifty*firft year 

of the reign of Henry the third* was repeale 1, by an 
** an Aft to regulate the p^-ice and aOizc of bread*” paffea in t&e 
eighth Year of the rejgn^if Qhieen Ann* the' charge of the giind* 
ing and drefliqg the corn into meal and flour w^s included in the 
amze which was fet upon bread fioio the price of wheat* 

Refol^ved^ *' 

That it appears to this Committee* that the fettihg any afia«$ 
on bread* and the fixing a rate upon the labour* pains* livefihood^ ~ 
and profit of the baker* fo long as the miiller or mealman is a| 
libef cy to make what forts 'of flour he (hall pleafej and to siMi 
therc*unto what prices he fliall in like manner pleafe* for his la^ 
hour, pains, livelihood, and pr 'fit, is either imprafticablc* or 
mud be Injurious to the bak<r* or a great burthen to thcjpooy 
labourer* mechanic* and manufafturer* 

Rejfd^^dt 

That it appears to this Committee, that the evils arifiiig froni 
there being no redraint, either with refpedl: to the forts of flour 
that are made, or to the prices at which they arc fold, maybe 
remedied by fetting fuch an aiSze upon flour as (hall be fouM 
juft and rcafonablc, with refped to the average market price of 
wheat. 

Rffoi^ed^ 

That it appears to this Committee* that the' whole flour of 
wheat is in general* as it hath* always proved to be* in weight 
nearly tMree-fourth parts of the weight middling grain. 

Rffilwdf ’ ^ 

That ft appears to this CoitUttitteey .that^''^eicoording ta the 
antient eud m of the land* evCry twentieth grain* or five pn* 
<entum of the weight of the wheat* is full and fufficieut toll for che^ 
miller's labour* pains, livelihood, and profi*. . 

Rfi/olvedf 

That it appears to this Committee, that every miller, if , 
law does not at prefent oblige him fo to do, fliould, under certain 
ToftriAi^ms* be obliged to grind and drefs all fuch wheat as flight , 
bt brought to his mill by any parfon rcduirii^ ihe fame. 
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That it appears to this Committee, th^t forjy^two pounds avulr* 
dupoife of the whole fimr, when (old .it the thill, is equal in value 
ihkldling prjee of a WincheAer bulhci of middling wheat 
kt the iame time, 
ttejol^edy 

Thatit,$ippears to this Committee, that the magiftrate, magi- 
ftratest others, who is and are by the laws now in being 
authorized and impowered to fee the a^ze, and fix the price on 
bread, (hall he auitioci^ed and impowered in like manner to fet 
the affize aod fix the price of flour. 

RefQh)tdf ^ ‘ ^ 

That^ it appears to this committee, that when the magiftrates, 
who are hy the laws now in being, authorized fo to do, (hall have 

S x>hibited any brea 4 purporting to be of a fuperior quality, or 
)d at ftx|. higher price than the ilanclard wheaten bread, from 
Wing made &r faie, they be impowered in like manner topro* 
hibit, if they chink proper, any fl iur purporting to be of a moe- 
tior quality^ and fold at an higher pi ice, than the whole dour of 
^eat« fi'oxn being made for falc, or fold, except for the pu'^pofes 
' WuMiting Aich fmall bread as may then be allowed (by licence, 
Huder the hand and ieal of fuch magiftrate) for or the purpofes 
W* paftery and confedUonary. 

Rt/tdind^ 

That it appears to this Committee, that the faid magiflrates 
Hialh in order to enforce the regulations made refpeftfng the 
Aandard wheaten bread, he empowered to order, if they think 
proper, that no miller or mealmau (hall ufe, during the coritinu. 
mce of fuch their order, any bolting cloth finer than -herein dc 
Itribcd ; that is to fay, a cloth fix feet in length, and fix feet feven 
Ijaches^in breadth at the head, and fix feet broad at the, tail, com- 
pofedof woollen yarn, and weighing one pound when new, having 
t|iirty-jtwo threads to the inch'in the warp, and twenty-eight 
l^hreads to an inch in the (hoot, and what is at prefent known 
fnd commonly called a thirteen (hilling cloth ; nor any finer wire 
fieve, or machine, than that whic]h conufis of forty-two wires to an 
inch both ways, and t^ weight of fix inches fquare of which is 
iaoe ounce and on^, 


SlK, 


APPENDIX A, 

Viftualing OiSice, 30th 1794. 


f N 70ur ktter of the Sth of March lad, you were plcafed to 
^ letter from MN*. Cooper, one of the Secretaries 
ary, to t^e |lighC bohouraUe the Lords Commiffi- 
rthe from governor 

fihyrtq^efiiing ‘that fome experiments might be made at this 

office 
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oScf iclatiqg to the dr<0}og qf meali aqd fignUying the deSre 
the LQr48 Compiffinners ofhisM«)efty*% 
**T??afury, that iftght be made a^ordingly : and uie 

dtre&ions of the Right honpqrablr the Lords Commiffibners oiF 
the Admiralty having been fignified to ns by your Taid letter> to 
caufe experiments to be made agreeable.to the governor^ l^ueftir 
and to report to their lordih^s die refult thereof* 

We pray leave to acquaint you, for the Informatitm of t^if 
lordfhips, that the governor^# requeft coiilifts of the AdQowing 
heads; viz. , ' 

To afcertaini when the whole meal of wheat is intended 
to be f«> dryiTed* as that the whole Flour may be fo Ifeparated from 
the bran« or hidl> by whatever names they may be eailedt what 
that bolting c]loth b« which belt and neareft perform that 
operation. 

Secondly, To afeertein^ when the faid whole Sour of the wheaa^ 
is intended to be fo divided, as that one half oftlyi Containing; 
the fineft parts, may be feparated, leaving behind tbb ^her 
oootaining the coarler pacta, what bolting cloth W&U hot aiidheareft 
perform that operation. 

Thirdly^ that two wire machines might be ordered tbbe madCb 
which would perform the fmd operations. 

FouMy, in afeermbing^ the bolting dbths, the wcdgjB 
dH them be marked, when new, either by thq yard fquab^ or w' 
price of given dimenfions, and what number of thread! am cop* 
tainrd in an inch fquare, both in warp and fliuie. 

Fifthly^ That the wire of which the bolting machine! Am {1 %k 
made, be deferibed, and how many wires they are both wayl* im 
an inch fquare, as bed and numbered by the mal^r. > i < 

Sixthly, iPhat in making the faid expedaients of ftparHiug Ao 
whole flour from the hall, the enqui^ be inflittided m wheels q# 
pll weight! feparatdy, both of new and old wheats, and upon imik 
a mixture jointly, as might form an avcfage for tho whole; moike 
jng the weight of the wheat, the wade in gr|ndingand dmffing, 
and the weight of the Whole flour; and weight nf the bran 
and the hull, and the wcight.of the whole fl,ouri^'fronl a buQid 
wheat of all the fqrti j^abtfly, pndof the whole 
In order to comply therewith, we ordered fepea psttds of &vt 
quarter! oif wheat each, of the growth of pBr ahd ol" tilf , 

wllowing weights, to be brqi^ht, wb' 


Poundi*. 

Five quartek^s of 5a prf bufitt}* 
Five quarters bf 5 Jfkw ditto. 
Five q^^artcri of 55 for ditto. 
Five qudrteri of 57 air ditto. 
Five quarters iof 56 for ditto* 
Five quarter! of 6 % per dittOf 
five quartexi df da pw dittos 


tsBOki mmA 

In purfa^nc^ of which* our 'o£Scers piirchafed feven parcels of 
wheat of 8vc* quarters each, ©f the growth of yiuip^ .ay 

near the foregoing weighu ai they C£hii^>mpffwith« viz^ 

Pounds, oz. dr. 

^ Five quarters of 51 14 9 bufticl. 

Five quarters of 53 5 o — pst. ditto. 

. , Fire ' quarters of 55 0 6 i& pir ditto. 

Five quartt*rs of 56 15 li ^ per ditto. 

Five quarters of 59 o 8 — per ditto. 

Fiv6 qtiarters of 60 ib 4 H per ditto. 

Five quarters of 6 1 9 : >4 per Aillo. 

And the account (No. i) enclofed* ihews the wafte in grinding 
of each parcel; alfo the weight of the floqr of the whole wheat 
produced therefrom, drefled thrdugh a thirteen ftilling bolting 
doth s nifo of the bran* and how much the fa|d flour turns out 
fr^m i bu(hel of wht^at from each paicel ; atfo the weight of bran 
ditto ; and how much the faid flour and. bran comes out from 
bu^l of wheats upon an average of the feyen parcels, ^nd we 
are to obftrve^ that there doth not appear t<^us td be any bolting 
wilf* at one ^ dreffing, clear the anl ppllard fo 
thoroughly from the flour, but what ibme fmall potion of 

^ fatrt %*t the pollard will remain tberem, unlefs the bolting 
dotb% 10 fine as to give room for a great dOlai of the flour to ph& 
bran. But we apprehend that a thiriee!i ihilling 
qloih will, at one drefling* clear the medl froa^e bran and pol- 
bffd to nearly, as to produce what may be very well deemed the 
whole flour of the wheat, or flandard wheaten flour. 

Governor Pownal having, Once his memoranduniv^fore men- 
iioh^lfigiilfied his defire that experiments on three embur parcels 
filch iimeat as is moil; common in market for bretid* might be 
Ibaough a fourteen ihilUirg cloth, we made cnqtury concerning 
thofe forts, and ordere^ pt^r officers to buy* 

Five quarms of wheat of 58 per bufliel. 

Five quarters of ditto of 59 per ditto. 

Five quartei-8 of ditto' of 60 per ditto. 

: ; ; quai^^ of di^ ^ 6t pei^^ ^tto, 

■ that WwMIte pMuced 

Iw drf^jthroojgh ^''Ibarte^a doth, and 

< thiot^hX tbwtt^ ihifliing clothl' ^'%^ur{^nce olF they 
^finrehafed .liSilDwihe parceU^ l>ei|lit Ah near the weij|hts dired* 
. ed as conidlx met vi», viz. 

Poand^’ oz..' dr* 

■PM%aartm of'58 j 9 || 

JPidr dvarurs 'of jjf, ,fC 14 |i Mr ditto.' 

■"PijfC ,,0' — yrr'di.tto. 

And 
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And bav*ng drefled half the ttted trffttig therefr^t thrriigh a 
^ ^ other half thmijigh a thirteen 

luring cloth, the acth^nt enclofed (No« a) Ihewa the weight of 
ilour and bran producehgit one dreffing throii}!li a fourteen (hiU 
ling cloth ; and the account (No. e) the weight of flour and bran 
produced at one dtcflii^ through the thirteen (hilling cloth : ib . 
that by comparing thole accounts, the dllFerent produce ariflng 
from .drefling with the faid cloths, will appear in thedeaieft 
manner. 

And with refpeA to the defeription of the faid cloths, they art 
each of them fix feet in length, and fix feet (even inches in breadtk 
at the head, and fix feet broad at the tad, and are compofed of 
woollen yarn, and weigh one pound «ach when new. And diO 
thirteen shilling cloth cpntiils of thirty-two threads to an inch ta' 
the warp, and of twenty-eight to an inch In the Ihute. And the 
fourteen (hilling cloth connfts of forty threads to an inch in the^ 
warp, and thirty-fix to an inch in the Ihute. 

And with regard to that part of the govenioir'’s memorandum 
which defires that it may be afeertained what fort of bolting cloth 
will at one operation, feparate the fineH: hdf of the flour from the 
coarfrr hall; we beg Uave to obferve, that we do not believe, 
from the trials which have been made, that any one fort of boU^ 
ing cloth willpcrff rmthnt operation; But we hav'eVo')m to think 
tha* the end m^y be obtained by drefling through two difRrfent 
cloths : And our officers Ure under otders to try how far this may 
fuccecd, and we iiall very (hoitly make a report thereof to their 
lordftiips 

We befpoke, and Jias'c very lately received two wire machines 
for dreffing^f flour, from the Patentee at Manchefler; one of 
which is intended t'> try wheiher the whole flour of the wheat eSn 
be feparated a « ne operation^ and the ether to afcertain, whe« 
ther, at one operation, the finer half of the fl >ur can be feparateti 
from the coarfer half; and we have ordered thepi to be fcj|:thwhk 
fe; up at his xnajefty’s mill’s, and trials tobemvde hpw ;hey will 
anfwer ; which wc ihall repot t to their lordjhlps as fuon at 
pnfliWe. ' ' i 

We bee leaye^ lalHy, to oWeryc, that Governor p.iWnal, in bif 
defired that thc\ experiments men.tioned therem 
migli| ||^fWde both from new and old whfsats; but as we were 
intormedi upon enquiry, tl^it tHjere was then refy lr*tle, if any, ; 
difference between th.- wheats of the growth of tfie Infl year, antf ' 
thofe which were older, and that ir would be very to tnret 

nith the latter of the different weights' that wcie judged expe« 
dient to be made ti'al of, we thought it the moft cert, m way to 
make iifc of the wheats of the growth of the la»l year for the fc- 
weral experiments, and gave direftions tricrcm accordingly; but 
jf the governut (hould think it material to have any oltier wheats ;; 
gnade trial of, we (hall endcav <uj' to procure fuch as he may point 

iz ' out 
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otot for Aat poiwfe. Wc herewitH remrn^ Mr Con pQr^i 
and i^vrinor FonnaKs memorandum wh^'^CcS^p&iUea 
Ikmt s nnd are, ^ 

SIB« 


Your mofi humble Servants, 

yames W'allace. Robert Pett» Jotm Tbomoi Colbj% 

4 ^. Cberl^m 

PhkUp Stemeni^ Efq. 

Secretary of the Admiralty. 
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No. 3. 

n Account (hewing the Whole Flour of the Wheat, without any Divifion, produced from Four Parceb cf ifitf 
faid Grain, of the refpedive Weights per Bufliel agaiiift each Parcel exprefled, by drefEng through aThifc>*ecn 
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FftMf rm ftc. 

- ‘ ^ 

Copy of a Latter from tbe C^i^nmJ^neri for yifinaltiig his 
Majefty’s Navy, to Efq. SecjreUry of the 

Adxoirajty, dated to 1 ^ 4 * 

IN our letter of the |o rntmtSi, we acqaatoled yoo, for 
the information of the Rig^ wN^aM the l^orda CommiflioBerfi 
of the Admiralty, that wei^Sl^^ believe, itom the triali which 
bad been then made,, that toy one fort 'pf bolting cloth would, 
ot one o{>eratiQA^ fet>erate the fined half of the flour from the 
coarfer half; but that we had room to ;hfnh the end might be 
obtained by drefling threoghv4iro diiSerent cloths* And from 
th^ttials that have been it appears, that a thirteen 

ftifflng cloth a^ jk twentynm^fitiHifi^ dbm, by being made ufeuf 
Ib the tnann^idteicjrJbed in the iacloTed account (No^ i) will 
come as near jP^mdtter as can be rcafonably eape6ted. 

We further acepainted, that we had reeeii^d two wire bolting 
machines frpni bfi^l^cder^ for dreffiag of Flour ; One of them 
calcvdated to take o|i|t the whole fiour of the wheat at one opera- 
tion I and the other for fepHrating, at one operation, the finer 
half .of t^ fiour from the c^rfer half : atd trial having been 
fioce made of the faid machines, it appears by the enclofed ac- 
count (No. n) ibs^t .Jthe machine which was marked (A), and 
calpuLted to feparatp tbe whole flour of the* wheat at one opera- 
tion , producr's flour, in quantity and quality, as nearly equal 
as can be reafonablv expe&ed, ' to the flour drefled through a 
thirmn fhilUng cloth ; a qd tlMps^re we apprehend will anfwer 
the poipc^e intended. Tlie deiS^plioii of the wire work of 
this mai^ine Is upon the faid account, (No, e}. 

But withH^efl to the other m^tchine, which was deflgncd to 
fepaiate* at dne operation, the iner half of the flour from the 
gparfer half ; we find Opon trial, that it will not anfwer that end^,, 
wltbotts undergoing fome altera^oa. 


No. I. An 


REPORT PROM THE COMMITTEE, 


An Account, lhewi*i«g ^2it bolt^||jt^lQthswni, on drcIGngof 
Floiir, the .ram€ Wheaten Bread, 

and the coarfer Ftilf fofar as Experiment! 

have been made, viz- '' '* 


Flour from 5Qflac; 
Sets of Whc.itj w^gh- 
ug 59 Pounds Mi 
CuncLS, and 6 0r:ims 
drefTed through 
u 13 Shilling Cloth, 
amounted to 

Flour 1,9$^ Pounds 8 Ounces, which 
was drclTed^/thrQUgli a i-, Shilling Cloth 5 
bdng drcM again throwigh a 11 Shilling 

Clo^' wiw a, Partition placed in the Bolu 
ing MlU/lt'3 Feet 7 Inches on a. Medium 
from the Head of thq fatd Elifl, produced. 

. Xnxhc Upper 
a t)ivi]Soa' 

In tjie Lower 
, • ' Divifion. 

■ r - 

Fln^ Flour* 

' Coarfer Florf, 

' it 

Pounds. 


<b. 

Pouhds. 

,02. 

dr* 

Pounds. 

oz. 

dr« 

1,956 

$ 

- 

•v\-* * i 


— 

99a 

— 

« f 


^4 

N. B. The above Pre/Ting«; divjJe the whole Flour, of the Whcpt, Half Into 
She finer Sort, and Half into the toarfer Sort within 33 Pounds, out of i.oefi 
Pounds 8 Ounces. 
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No. c 




6f WliediW 59 Ppwsfs 




HBPo&T nxaA •tm coMMrrrsB» kc. 


Copy of a letter 
• Mis MajelVs nav^^ 
ieiijT' of the Admiti 



uttbiflioners for viAuailmg 
Stephens, Efejuire, Sccie- 
Ith June, 1774. 


IM addiction to oar date^ relating to the 

expetiiTneats of drelling leave to acquaint you* 

for the information of the*A^PII 9 j|& ^he Lo^ds Commif* 

fioneis of the admiralty* <>t^t a fliillme bolting cloth ^ 

25 fix feet in lengthy m Ax feet feven inches in oieadch at the 


head* and fix feet^^broad at th< 
yarn; and weigW 
touc threads to an * 

“"■“"“"‘““'♦ajjs.u 

The Average price of 
wi 


I7S9- 



. ; and IS cohjpofed f W4.oPon 
d new^; and c«nii(ls of 

t OhlA^fifty-in^ threads to ail 


Exchange, per quarter, 
lour. 


£• 

I 


1760. 


FROM Se(>tember 3 d, to Septi loth 
New wbeaten Aoui fold for 118 * I 
Old . Do ~ 

From September loth to 8«|it. 27th 
* Whedten flour fold Aa g|t^ — 

From September^||jHfrSeJ)t/a4th 
Wheaten flour fpH for ^ 

From September 24th to Oflober ifl 
Wheaten flour fold for 

From Oftober ift to Qftober 8th 
Wheaten flour fold for - 2 - 

From OAobci 8th to Odober 25th 
Wheaten Hour fold for — 

# 

Fiom 3d Maich to loih — 
Wheaten fl )ur fold for — 

From March 10th to the 17th 
Wheaun flour fild for — 

From March 17th to the 24th — 
Wheaten flour fold f )r — 

Fiorrt March 24ih to the 31ft 
Wheaten flour — ■— 

Tiom Match 311! 10 Apnl7th 
Wheaten Fiour ♦ <- 2 #. — • ** 


8 

8 

7 

8 

7 

6 

f 

6 

8 
<1 
8 
6 

I 

7 

4 

6 

4 

I 

8 

6 


' A 

If /«r4«ar, 
O per Mck 
o 

o fer quar* 
o per fock 

4f per flaw, 
o per feck 

‘ O prr quar*r 
O per feck 
5 per qu ir. 
o per 4ck 


o Jjper &ck 


ti per qifer. 


qu 

‘ fauk 


9 

8f per qu ir* 
o per lack 

per quar. 
O pir lack 

ll per quar. 
O pet fitk 
Fioa 





Vi '■ 'fJT 






'w| ■ . t ' 

rn-OM 

-.. x''".? . ,V 

Ffem Septtmbet 

Wheaten floor foWm .- 
From Srptember |tV* 

V^heaien flow • , 

From September IjSII 

'Vp^e.ten floor . 

* From 

•Whi»ten-floor^«» ' ., 

From Sftptepb^l^ to Oftob] 
WK«ten ~ “**- 

F rom .(^iSler 6 th 




ear 

-j"' 

,¥om iSlarch 
\<^heaten “ 

Frols ^ 

Wheatcn flour, 

September t 

f^lJFh'^te^our ,% —: ” 

' From S^^ember 7tK to 
: WJ>^n ftour , ^ 

'' ^^m Wtembcr 1# to the aift 

,,,Wbeo!^,!,fl«“'^ ’ 


. ^^j;tember aiftto't he aSth 
Lt^ floor ■ * 


^s^lfcatetf floor 

'i’jProm ^ptember a8ftwlfe>6t ober 5 th 
&lkKrMiM«ain<Aaar > 



11 O 

7 

9 ;6»‘p«-gt»ar- 

6 0 prrutck, 

1' ' b" 5'** b**?*’’ 

i 5 <w '» o 

10 pf^ qaar. 

6 0 ; J.rftck 

' f 

o qaar. 

o > fack. 

oj per quai;. 
o , per fack 
b\ per q^'ar- 
o /^rrfack 

" *' o iack 

2 4I ' 

o />^r 

2 7 VY* 

1,0 per tack 

2 io| /rr quar. 

I o facK 
aj quar. 

0 per fack 

1 ^<rr quar. 
o per, lack 

lo| per quar. 
o per lack 


From ift March to 8th March 
Wheaw ^ “ 

^ Fromt»;i3St^liaiihtothe isth 

'■’vffheatifew!^* ‘ 


\ s 


5 

j 

3 

1 

z 

1 

3 

1 


7 

4 

11 


7l 

o j&cr lacic 

5J per quar. 
q ^i*r lack 

6 /rr quar. 



xjjSz* >1^ 

From tip 1 (;th of Ma|j|n 
Wheateii dour 

From the izd M^rch 
^hca»eh flour ^ 

From the 2^h Mi 
i/'^hcaten flour 

Fr&^ the 30»h An] 

. Wheaten flour 

From ;6th Scptcpqfeor 
Wheaicn flour £.^' 

From i3tlif^eptember 
Wheaten floi 

From 2oth' 

Wheaten 

From 27tli' Sl^t- to the 
Wheaten lour .jfete 




' 4 ^ 


'Hi- 


•'V»Sv' 



From 4th O 
Wheaten flour 


1763 



« v,f 

''mi 


[^per qaa¥i';-f 
fack: . 

I 1 2 2 per quar. 

I 8 o .f^jrfack ■ 

I 12 , 

I ij ‘"'or'j^rO^jirV 

17 or per "" 

I 12 

7 , ©.. par . 


*.i 7 



l i''M 


■ Oualf.'' 
>^.lack 


s "'{ 


From Febroa^ 28 to Mar^t^;; 

. Wheaten flpttr — . — / 

From d|[l 7th March !Wi 1 thc 14 
Wheaten flour — 8 > o 

From the 14th th$^2ift 

Wheaten flour 

F rom the 2 1; prii^n 
Wheaten £. i j 

From the 28th of Marc^'^ 4th April i 
Wheaten flour —7 i 


8 i 4 o.- 

From 29th Auguft to SfeptcmBtr ^ih /i ^2' i 7 ^ 

Wheaten flour J” 

From September 5th to ipe ijth 2 15 itf 
Wheaten flour 8 o and 1 g ,0 laipi^.^ 

From September 12 to the 19 

Wheaten flour — — ^ /er=&fckV" 



From September 19 to the. 25 
Wheaten flour — ' — — . 

From September 26th to 0£lober^3d 
Wheaten flour £,i 8 o ^nd ,1 

From Oftober 3d to the lotky , 
Wucatcn flbiir ^ 


t %4 
I ^ 
1 


oA” 


;||v 4? fack^' 
14 4f j»rr qunr. 
9 o /tfrfack; 

.^'■i PSJ- 

■' , , i?%. 



HikniTTPItOM I'HE dO^jiitTTHS, fte» 


i'' ■*< 

Wfto IWa^rch the 5 th 114; 

#«'m'M r:h ' • I '7 


Ij^cateii flour \ r'JBPI’ 
#^^^Jarch i2Wt,he^^ 
fl<iur ^ 


Froxtt^^March i I8 4 /«?r qiiar* 

Whe^en flour' '^'' -"£,1 14 jO tUd i o ' per hek 


WiJ^iircn flour ; 
Froxtt^^March 36I 


the '5 th 1 2i per miifi 
,^9 ' o and I ti o per lack 

% I 7 3J /erqttar* 

13 ‘ > and X 15 ^ p^ fack 

r ^jVi. 1 *8 jivl'quai* 

4 and I 15 o /e>* lack 

* * 7 9 ' 

^' \0 and 1 15 o jp^rfack 

AV»: > *8 '4 /W-q”". 


ifer ^d to tlteuBth 



W^ 4 ^§. 


{eaten flour M 




p-:t 13 O and I 14 
iieijf»h 'i; 1,7 


t >lf6 115 ftr qiiar. 
j,a 1 3 o per facie 
S I per quar. 
I?;, 13 o /.rfack 
I f 7 6 t P^ quar. 
I 13 o per lack 

I 16 8f quarii 
I 1 3 o per lack 

I ' 17 lo| per quavi 
I 14 o /^r lack 

17 ., i^'per quar. 
I x4 Vo lack 


Frjom>!March 4th to Marcli iM 
^beaten flohr - — ^ 

F^m*"*March 11th to ii^ 18th 
Ttour : M . -P— 



f Z ■ • 5 per q^* 
-k ' o o per laW 
a 3 lt>3- />er quar. 

'"Zj 8?.’0 O lack 


* *■3® 25^*^ - * 

s- _ 3 

to the i9'>^]^il Ji 

gl^nAour 2 

April ill to ^ 2 

Flour,;. 77— ;>• ^ 

2d to September 9th 2 

Fro^^ii^fci^berpth to the 16th i 

Froiri 5^temT)er i6th to ihc 23d i 

Flour I 


4 7 j&rr quar. 

,0 o 

6 7^ j&dT quar. 

I o ^er lack 
6 1 1 J quar. 
I o per lack 
I ^£r quar. 


From the 30th 

Flour, 


I 17 3 per quar. 

1 rl5 o per lack 

I 17 iij 7;er quar. 
I 13 O per lack 

Z'' O 2 quar. 





R 1 » 0 RT FROM THS COMMlTTSii ’’ 

From September 30 th to 'Cfiftofcer 7 th z 0.2 perfflmTm 
FI<^v fold''-—— ' I 16 o ^kek 

qu^r. 


;E4^m October 7th td jhc 
Flour fold •— ^4 : 

^ ^7 3 ; p ^ fm : 

■ tfr ' ■*' ** O per fa^ ■ 

Prom March loth to March Vie ioti ' i j6 per quar* 
piour — TF?" I II a, labt^ 

Froin March 17th to ^ 

I'March^^ath-to zl ier q^ar. 

r o. V faiikl;'.' 


*766 


I 19 6 f: 
1 16 q. 


Friiin March 3 d to 
Flour 


^ - 


Fiuur 

From 

Flour 


prom Mareh P'ft to Apifl 7 ih 4 «a*W 

U / m 1 ■ • ^ ^ j '' "''^ji 2 l^Cj^ 


Piour 

From Septcmbet^j^ip^Se^^^ .. ^ 

From September 8th to the 15th ‘ ^ 

Flour ' , 

From September 15 tu^the 22d'' 2 ‘ 7 

Flour ■ — ■ ■!■ — «*ii 2 0 9 

prom September aad to the 29th --^2 2 2 per quais*. 

Flour — — M , — — 20b 'per^ck ’ 


From C?pteiriber’29l^O(abbcr 6tK 2 o 6| Arr qu^* j 

I 19 vb 


Flour 

From Odoher bth to the* 13 th 
Flour — 


1767 


2 m 10 perquar;; 
1 19 o ptfr/aek 


/ From March zd to March 9th * 7 * 'Wbtiarl*' 

Flour — ' o and 2. "6 ^ 

From March 9ch to the 2 S of '^^’quarif 

Flour — ® ^ ’ ^ 2 6 o p^r lack^ 

From' March 1 6 to the 23 ^'* ■ 

Flour — 


From March 2^d to the 30ih 
Flour • 

Froa-n Mar-ch ^ot** to Ara^ 61 h 
Flour — — — 


2 *'''' n>“^; 


ft quar, 
lack^-“ 

2 ^ , o per quar.^'^ 

:^2 6 -jO- per lack* 


From 31ft Auffil to 7th Scpteh^b^r ^ 4 6?- per quor* 

' Flou. o per\<^: 

From 7lh September to the I 4 #h '4 i| per quar,'- 

Flour I Q,.p^r fack 



i-y 

i 




tMfOKT TROM TH* COMMITtlE, *e. 

•, . ‘ £. t, d 

si 

O i>er fa« 


;F 4 ou»' , ” — T 


» • ' FloJir- ; — 

i . From Oaober 5 ® to thp I ath 
. Flour — . , 4-* 4 


Ftoirf 

Jri to 

*' ..i .. ' ■ -- - ''k. 1 ■* 





2iftt0 the 28th 


28th 1^0 April 4th 


z 10 10, per qxiAt. 
2 4 o fack 

7 

o idCK 


7J. per quar. 
o ■ per lack 

oj per quar* 
o per fack 
5I per quar. 
o per fack 

1 1 per quar. 
o per fdck 

5 per quar, 
o per fack 


Bom Auguft zgth to Septegiber Jth 

Wh^t -n Fkut ■ / ““ 

Ijp^bc,j^»dy.h^^ ^o»a; 

|f<SrT— ■7-. 

From September 9th to the i zth 2 

Wheaten Flour jC-* * o and 2 

From September 12th m the * 

Worn September 14 tolfe^ i6,th 

‘Flour. — 4 *- * 

"Fl^;*f'''' 


•u. 


5 11 quar. 

3 o per f:ick 

5 1 per quar* 
o per lack 
9 per quar. 
O per fack 
j I per quar. 
o per faek. 
2 per quar, 
o per luck 
per quar. 


■ 19'h to the 23d 


From September 23d to the 26th 
F»om 

Whcat^ "^^r| none fold , 

F^rom Sc|SAaher.28ti the 30th 

'• V ‘ ''' ^ '■ 


1 

3 

8 

3 

6 

3 

4 

3 

'5 

3 

6 

2 
1 
o 

3 
o 

1 18 


2 

2* 

2 

2 


I 17 

X 18 


yirr lack 

per quar. 
per lack 

per quar. 
per lack 
per quar. 
per lack 
4 per quar. 

25 per quar. 
o per fack 
1726. 
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r758. 


From September 30th to Oftober 3cl 

From October 3d to tb<* 5th’ 

Fiou.* — — 16 o and 

From OJbibtr cth to ihe 7th 
Flour 


£■ 

1 

I 

1 


1769. 


Fiom OL^ober 7th to the iot‘h 
Flour ' — — 

F:om Oilober loth to the 12th 

From O'TTober laih to the 14th 
Flour, nunc fold 

From ill March to 6th March 

From 6:h March to 8th March 
Flour 

From SlIi March to 13th March 
Flour 

From i::th March to icth March 

Flour ^ _ 

Fro?n 15th March to 20th Maich 

Flour - — 

From 20th March to 22d March 

From 2 2d March to 27th‘ March 

Flour 

From 29 th March to 3d April 
Flour _ 

From 3d April to 5th April 
Flour , 

From 5th Apiil to 10th April * 

Fleur — ^ — ■**■*■» 

From I ft September to 5th September 

Flour 

From 5th September to 6th September 
Flour — — — 

From 6tii September to i ith September 
Flour ■ ■ ■ - 

Froip I Ith September to 13th Sept. 
Flour — 10 o 

From X3th September to 18th Scf:t. 
Flour 


H 

o 

7i 


1 

17 

0 

I 

12 

0 

1 

16 

0 

I 

14 

? 

1 

16 

0 

1 

1? 


1 

16 

0 

1 

11 

8 


14 

Ai 


13 

0 


16 

Al 


13 

0 


15 



13 

0 


16 

4 



0 


H 

8 


13 

0 


*5 

4 l 


^3 

0 


14 

9 i 


13 

0 


IZ 




0 


16 

si 


13 

0 


14' 

8 


13 

0 


11 



10 

0 


H 

00 


10 

0 



.83 


10 

0 


i; 

1 


Ji 

0 


*5 

o' 


11 

9 


n 

per quar, 
per fade 
per quar, 
per lack 
per q'^ar. 
per frxlw 
per qinr. 
per lack 

per quar. 
per fack 
per quar. 

per quar. 
per fack 

per qujr. 
per fack 
per quar. 
per hick 
per quar. 
per fad; 
pe^ quar. 
per lack 
per quar. 
per fdck 
per qiur. 
per Kick 
per quar. 
per fack 

per quar. 
per lack 

per quar. 
per lack 
per quar. 
per fick 
per quar, 
per lack 

per qinr. 
per lack 

per quar. 
per lack 
per quar. 
per lack 
1763 


1 



H REPORT ‘FROM THE COMMITTEE, *t. 
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d 

From i8ih September to 20th Sept. 

1 

16 

3 per quaf. 

Flour 

1 

U 

0 per facie 

From 20th September to 25th Sept. 

1 

^3 

10 per qwar. 

Flour — — — 

1 

11 

0 per fat Ic 

From 25th S'p\ to 27ih Sept. 


14 

2 per quar. 

FI. ur 


10 

0 ptr lack 

Fropi 27th Sept, to 2d OAober 


13 

0 per qiiar. 

Flour " 


10 

0 per fdck 

From id Oftober to 4tb Oftober 


*3 

10 per cpiar. 

Flour — — 


10 

0 per fack 

From Ath 0£lobcr to oth 0(Jlobcr 


13 

4 per quar. 

Flour 


10 

0 per fack 

From oth Oflobcr to nth 0£lober 


15 

i-J per quarr 

Flour — 


10 

0 per fack 

From nth Oflobcr to 13th Odober 


15 

0 per quar. 

Flour — 


10 

0 per fack 

1770, 




From 2d March to ctli March 

I 

9 

7 J per quar. 

Flour — 

1 

8 

0 per fack 

From 5th March to 7th March 


11 

l\ /^rquar. 

Flour — — 


8 

0 per fack 

From 7th March to nth March 


12 

l{ per quar. 

Flour — — — 


8 

0 per fack 

From i2tU March to 14th March , 


IZ 

10 p(r quar. 

Flour — 


8 

0 per lack 

From X4th March to lotk March 


12 

7 per quar. 

Flour — — ^ 



0 per fack 

From 19th March to 2 ill March 


[1 

8| ^^rqiiar. 

Flour — — - 


8 

0 per fack 

* From 2 ill March to 26ih March 


*3 

5I per quar. 



8 

0 per fai-k 

From 26th March’to 28th March 


12 

9I quar- 

Flour — 


8 

0 per fack 

From 28th March to 2d April 


12 

per quar. 

Flour * ■ ■ ~ 


8 

0 per fack 

From 2d April* to 4th April 


*3 

0^ per quar. 

Flour 


8 

0 per fack 

From 4th April to 6th April 


12 

4 /f/^quar. 

Flour — — 


8 

0 per fack 

From 3d 3 cpt. to 5th Sept. 

-e 

1 

4* quar. 

Hour Iff: . 

l 

16 

0 per fack 




From 
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1770, 


From 5th Sfpt. to loth Scpr, ' 

1 

*9 

6| fer quar. 

Flour ■ 1 — .■■■ — 

1 

16 

0 /er fack 

Fiom 10th Sept, to i2rh Sept. 

2 

2 

5 /rr quar. 


1 

16 

0 /er fack 

From 12th Sept, to 17th Sept. 

1 

18 

1 1 quar. 

Flour ■»<' " I.— 

I 

16 

0 /rr laok 

From 17th Sept, to 19th Sept. 

2 

2 

if per quar. 

Flour 

1 

16 

0 per lack 

From r9th Sept, to 24th Sept. 

2 

2 

5z quar. 

Flour ■ — 

I 

16 

0 per fack 

Fiom 24th Sept, to 26th Sept. 

z 

4 

Q per quar. 

Flour — — ... 

1 

10 

0 per fack 

From 26ih Scpi. to ift 0 £^obcr 

2 

4 

7 per quar* 

Flour — 

1 

16 

p pir lack 

From ift OdlolxT to 3d Oct. 

2 

4 

Ilf per quar. 

Fi. ur 16 0 and 

1 

*7 

^0 per lack j 

From 3(1 O^ltiber to 8 h Oft. — . 

2 

4 

6f per qi-ar. 

Flour 16 0 and 

i 

17 

0 per lack 

From 8 h Oftober to 10th Oft. 

2 

3 

.8 per quar. 

Flc'ur — ;^'.i 16 0 and 

1 

17 

0 per fack 

From lolh Oft ber to icth Oft. 

2 

0 

2j per quar. 

Flour — — 

No price fixt 

From I ft March to ijth March 

2 

2 

0 per quar. 

Flour — — 

1 

18 

0 per fack 

From 4th March t(^ 6ch March 

2 

3 

3i per quar. 


1 

18 

0 /er,fack 

Fr m 6th March to 1 ith March 

2 

2 

9f per quar. 

Flour •— — — - 

1 

18 

0 per fack 

From 1 Ith Match to 13th March 

2 

T 

7 per quar 

Flour — — “ 

1 

18 

0 per fack 

From 1 3th March to i 8th March 

2 

I 

6 per quar 

Flour — — ^ — 

1 

18 

0 per fack 

From 18th March to 20th March 

2 

4 

5 per quar 

Hour — — 

1 

18 

0 per fack 

From 20lh to 25th March — 

Ji 

3 

7 per qua! 

Fleur — . — 

1 

18 

0 per fack 

From 25th March ro 27th March 

2 

3 

4 per quaj 

Flour — — ' 

1 

]8 

0 per fack 

From 27th March to ift April 

2 

2 

of per qua 

lElour - 

i 

18 

0 per fack 
Froi 
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1771. £. !. d. 

From I ft April t'> 3d April • 2 2 pi per q»j;ir. 

, Flour — 1 18 o r * ids. 

From 3 J April to 8th April — 2 i 9^ q-iar. 

rioui* I i8 o / jri.uk 

From zd September to 4th September 2 5 
' Flour * I 


From 4th September to 9th Sept. 2 2*1 /> ?■ (lo.ii*. 

Flour - - I 18 o / r Kuk 

From 9th September to iiih Sept. 2 5 5-^ prr qu-'r, 

Flour _ 1 18 o per fdik 

From nth September to 16th Sept. 269 ejuar. 
Flour — 18 o and 119 o p/r lack 

From 1 6th September to 18th Sept. 253 /jr qi-ar. 

Flour — *9 o and 200 />^r fack 

From 18th September to 23d Sept. 2 p rqunr, 

Flour I 1 9 o prr lack 

FVom 23d September to 25111 Sept. 247] />jr qunr. 

Flour — ^9 o and 200 per lack 

From 25th September to 30:11 Sept. 2 4 per qu.ir. 

Hour — 19 o and 200 /rr lack 

From 30‘vh September tn 2d 0 £t. 2 4 per qiiar, 

Flour — ^.1190 and 200 per lack 

From 2(1 06 lober to 7th Ocl* - 2211 per quar. 

Flour — 119 o I'ick 

From 7th OAober to 9:h Ott. 2 3 61 per quar. 

Flour — 1^9 o per lack 

From 9thOvtol cr to 14th Od. 2 4 z\ p^r qu:ir. 

Flour I 19 o new and 2 o o old /■(>* lack 


2 5 5-3 qii-r. 

1 18 o per 


253 per qt.'ar. 
200 p*'r lack 
24 l-l p r qu-dv, 

1 1 9 o per lack 

2 4. 7 1 p^^rq^d^r. 

200 per lack 
2 4 per qu.ir. 

200 per lack 

2 4 .J-J- /rr quar. 

2 0 0 per lack 

2 2 II /Jr quar. 

119 o per lack 
2 3 61 /rrquar. 

119 o per lack 

2 4 z\ p^r qu.ir, 

z o o old /■(>* lack 


From 2d March to 41 h March 

Flour — — • 

From 4rh March to 9th March 
Flour — — __ 

From 9th March to nih March 
Flour — 

From nth March to 16th March 
Flour — — 

From 1 6th March to 18th March 
Flour - ,1 - — — 

From 18th March to 23d Maroli 
Flour 


6 I per quar. 
O O per fack 

5 7;- per quar. 
o o per lack 

6 73 per quar. 
o o per lack 

6 5|/rrquar. 
O O per lack 

9 cj per quar. 
2 O per lack 

7 8 per quar. 
2 o fer iack 


1772- 



REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, See. ^ 



J. 


From 2f,xl Marc’i to 2rth March 

2 

10 

1 1 1 per quar. 

Flour >- ■ . 7T— 

2 

4 

0 per fack 

From. 25th March to 30th March 

2 

10 

6 per qiiar* 

Flour — £,2 3 0 and 

2 

4 

0 per fack 

From 30th March to ift April 

2 

13 

SJ per quar. 

Flour — £.2 § 0. and 

2 

6 

0 per fack 

From I ft April to 6th April 

2 


7i per qiiar. 

Flour — £,2 5 0 and 

2 

6 

0 per lack 

From 6:li April to 8th April 

2 

12 

per quar*. 

Flour " ' — ■ 

2 

S 

0 per la„ck , 

From 2d September to 7th Sept. 

2 

X I 

9 per quar* 

Flour 

2 

5 

0 per fack 

From 7tli September to 9lh Sept. 

2 

13 

2 per quar* 

Flour — 

2 

5 

0 per lack 

From 9th September to 14th Sept, 

2 

14 

0 per quar* 

Flour ■ ■ . ■ ■■■ — ■ 

2 

5 

0 per lack 

From 14^11 September to 16th Sept. 

2 

14 

7-J per quar. 

hlour 

2 

5 

0 per lack 

From i6‘wh September to 21ft Sept. 

2 

H 

7 ^ quar* 

Fiour » — — ■" 

2 

5 

0 per lack 

FiOin 21 ft September to 23d Sept. 

2 


oj per quar. 

Flour — - — 

2 

5 

0 per fack 

Fiom 23d September to iSth Sept.- 

2 

12 

I \ per quar^ 

Flour — 

2 

5 

0 per fack 

F'om 28:11 September to 30th Sept. 

2 

14 

9 \ quar» 

Flour 

2 

5 

0 per lack 

From 30th September to 5ih Oftobec 

2 

12 

/erquar. 

Flour — — 

2 

5 

0 per fack 

Ficm jth Oflobcr to 7th 0^1. 

2 

12 

10 per quar. 


Z 

5' 

0 per f ick* 

From 7th CdF ber to I2tli 0£l. 

2 

10 

2 \ per quar. 

Flour 

2 

5 

0 per fack 

Fiom I2th Odlobcr to 14th Odl. 

2 

11 

7| per quar. 

Flour — " — 

2 

5 

0 per fack 

From I ft March to 3d March 

2 

14 

6 per quar. 

Fiour — 

2 

3 

0 per lack 

From 3d March to 8th March 

2 

10 

3I; per quar. 

Flour - — - — - 

2 

3 

0 per lack 

From 8th March to loth March 

2 

12 

5i 

Flour 0 

2 

3 

.0 per fack 
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£• 

i. 

J. 

From 1 oth March to i jth March 

2 

8 

4} quar. 

Flour — — 

2 

3 

0 per fack 

From 15 th March to 17th March 

2 

11 

0 per quar. 

Flour _ — '■■■ 

2 

3 

0 per lack 

From 17th March to 22(3 March 

2 

1 1 

7 per quar. 

Flonr — ■■■ — 

2 

3 

0 pet u ck 

From 22(3 March to 24th March 

2 

10 

1 1 'l per quar. 

Flour 

2 

3 

0 per flick 

From 24th March to 29th March 

2 

J3 

per ar* 

Flour — 

2 

3 

0 per fack 

From 29th Llarch to 31ft March 

2 

12 

10 per quar. 

Flour — — 

2 

3 


From 31ft March to 5 th April 

2 

’3 

10^ per qnar. 

Flour — — 

2 

3 

0 per lack 

From 5th April to 7th Aptil 

2 

1 1 

8| per qiiar. 

Flour 

2 

3 

0 per Aick j 

From jfl September to 6th Sept. 

2 

16 

0 per quar. 

FJour 

2 

8 

0 per lack 

From 6th September to 8th Sept. 

2 

16' 

l! /^rq’iar. 

Flour • 

2 

8 

0 per fack 

From Sth September to 1 3th Sept. 

2 

10 

7-Ir ptr 

Flour — 

2 

8 

0 per ijck 

From 13th September to I5lh Sept. 

2 

15 

2 per qu^r. 

Flour 

2 

8 

0 per fack 

From 13th September to 20th Sept. 

2 

16 

0 per quar. 

Flour — 

2 

8 

0 pet fack 

From 20th September to 22d Sept. 

2 

M 

10 4 . per quar. 

Flour — — 

2 

8 

0 per fack 

From 22(1 September to 27111 Sept. 


H 

zl 

Flour — — 

2 

8 

0 per fack 

From 27th September to 29th Sept. 

2 

12 

I T per quar. 

Flour — > — — 

2 

t 8 

; 0 per lack 

From 29th September to 4th 0£l. 

2 

9 

ll j- per quar. 

Flour — jf.2 7 0 new : 

2 

8 

0 old, per lack 

From 4th Odlobcr to 6th Oil. 

2 

10 

7i p^^ quar. 

FJ(nir — j^\2 7 0 new, and 

2 

8 

0 old/trlack 

From 6th 0(51ober to j ith Oil. 

2 

7 

74 quar. 

Flour — jr ,2 7 0 new, and 

2 

8 

0 old fack 

From I Ith Oilober to 13'h Oil. 

2 

9 

i-J per qua’*. 

£z 6 0 new, 7 0 and 

2 

8 

0 old^/rr lack 



REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, See. 


E. N® I. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Milne of Manchefter. 


Manchejler, ijl January , *774* 

SIR, 


A Few 

days ago I fent direded to you : v/x. 






r. 

d. 

2 Divifions of fmeft Wire Work, N® 60, at 15 per — i 

10 

Q 

2 Ditto 

— 

— N® 58, at 1 5 per — 1 

10 

0 

2 Ditto 

— 

— 54, at 15 per — 1 

10 

0 

2 Ditto 

— 

— N® 48, at 10 per — i 

0 

0 

2 Ditto 

— 

— N® 42, at 7 per — 0 

H 

0 

2 Ditto 

— 

— N® 3y, at *] per — 0 

H 

0 

2 Ditto 


— N® 30, at 1 per — 0 

10 

0 

2 Ditto 


— N® 24, at 2 6 d^per 0 

5 

0 

2 Ditto 

— 

— N® 12, at 2 Gd.per 0 

5 

0 







7 

x8 

0 


A dlrifion is in length juft right to rea<Jh round *a machine, and 
in bAadth fiifficient to icach between one wood circle and 
another; but we generally make the wire v/ork 2 diviftons broad. 
Our common flour machines (of which I think we make twenqr > 
times as many as any other fort) are intended to diefs fine Aour^ 
sds, and 3ds, and divide the pollard at one operat’on : thty arc 
about 6 feet long, and have 1 5 divifions of wire work in them, 
which are of the following forts ; 

4 of the top divilioiis, arc N® 54. 

4 next — — 58, or 60. 

3 '30, 0135. 

2 for fine pollard N® 24. 

2 for coarfe pollard N? 12. 

And thefe machines for dreiling biiket flufT, are coropofed of 
wire work as follows : 

4 Divifions at top — N® 35* 

7 Ditto — — N® 42. 

4 Ditto — ' — N® 24, 

You have both of thef: forts of machines in ufe at your mills 
at Redhoufe and Roiheihithe, on . which account I thought it 
would be belt to fend you perfect divifions as above ; and when 
you have tried the necelVai y experiments with them, they will do 
to repair thole machines with you. You dcfirc to know how 
many wirco there are in an inch, long and an inch br. ad in every 
fort of wire work : witli regard to fliar, every number deferibes 

itfclf 
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itfclf ; for inflancc, N® 6o, hath 6o wires in an inch, both Icttgih 
and breadth ; and fo of 41 the reft. 

• If you want any further inftruftions, you may freely command. 


SIR, 


¥our moft obedient fervar.t. 


Cepr. 

HENRY PELHAM. 


JOHN MlLNi:. 


E- N«> 2. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Milne, of Mnnchefler, to Mr, 

Pelham of the Victualing Office, dated the 2d of February 

X774- 

SIR, 

YOUR favour of the afyth lies before me, by wIiLh T obferve 
you have received the wire work, &c. Y<ui dtfire to kr.o v wliat 
In** of wire work is proper, to take out cf any givtn cjuaniiry of 
flour, about half of the fineft fort, for wheaten br^ rd, the other 
half to make bouftiold bread. I think 4 divifions (N? 54) at the 
lop of a machine, will take out. in a gtiiera) way, about half the 
quantity of flour for fine ; ytt I think it would be well to have 
2 diviflons ; 58) below thefe, becaufc fome meal ihellcs 

better thair others, and when it has been ground ten days or a 
fbrtUight, it drefles brtlerlhan when it is newly ground ; and to 
drefs the other half of the flour at the fame operation ior houf- 
hold bread, the wire work fliou’d be 42 ; but by means of a 
jnovcablc pa thion, under tlic mad in:*, (which I always recom- 
mend, lee the plan of the macblnc) you may take two of the firft 
diviflonsj cr three or four, or what you pleafe, and conffqucntly 
have exa^ly what quantity or qualiiy you will. The greuteft 
gart of the machines which I mu‘kc fur fine flour, for all parts of 
£npland, Iieland, 5 c c. are of 54 and 58 ; and N** 60 is quite 
fine enough for Hcitfordfin'rc whites. 1 think I mentioned befoie, 
that the number of wires in length and breadth, are always equal 
to the N® called. If yru pleafcr, I will make any machines in 
' a particular manner you choofe; and if you want any other 
direAions, in any refpeft wliatfocver, you may freely command, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient, 

> humble Servant, 

JOHN MILNE. 

Pi-S. If you let Mr. Cooper h.ivc the wire work, it will be 
rigbu 

V Copy. 

HENRY PELHAM. 
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E. 3, 

MancheftiVt the ^th Majf 1 774. 

The hfliBOurable Commiffioners, 

Bought of Milne, Robmfon, and Pla^e, 

£. /• d. 

^ Flour Machines and Packing Ca&s, at 13 each z 6 o 
Gentlemen, 

TO )our order we have fent as above, which believe wM 
anfwer the purpofe yr u deiire them. The michine you defire, to ^ 
drefs at one operation all the flour, free from bran and pollard, is 
made one fort of wire work (N^ 42}; that is, there are 4a 

wires in an inch, and *he holes both in length and breadth aie 
geometrical iquares ; and the weight ot fix inches fquare of this 
wiie wo k IS one ounce and one dram. The othei* machine you 
deflrc, CO dreis two foits of flout, is compofed of wire work as 
follows; VIZ, 6 divifions 54) andQdivifrns (N®42); the 
weight of lix incheb fquare ot the fliiefl (N^ 54) is juft one 
ounce, and »hc holes arc geometrical fquares ; the other (N® 42) 
you have an account of th weight, 6ct. 'ibovc, it being the fame 
iinenefs of wire woik the oiher macnine is corpofedof. This 
laft machine will, we bclit ve, diefs one half ot the flour fine, and 
cle^i the other from the brdn and pollard. 

In order that y u may diflingu fh one machine from the other, 
that n^achine which is compoled of one fort of wire work is 
marked (A), and the other (B). « 

Extraft. 

HENRY PELHAM. 


F. 


MEMORANDUM. 


A Dcfcription of the fevcral bolting cloths mofl: commotdy 
ufed ; from an account of Mr. William Mathers, Bolting Cloth | 
tlVca»rci, at Qucenhithe, 


2 IS, Cl th 64 Threads to 
52 Diuo 
iSr. — 52 Dit'o 
44 Ditto 

jl 6 s * — 44 Ditto 
40 Ditt6 


the Inch, in the Warp. 
Ditto, in tac Shute. 
Dit’o, in the Warp. 
Ditto^ la the Shute. 
Ditto, m the ^varp. 
Ditto, in the bhute. 


jn 
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I4/. — 40 Ditto 
36 Ditto 
13/. — $2 Ditto 
* 26 Ditto 
Ss. •— 17 Ditto 

16 Ditto ^ 


Ditto, in thf Warp. 

Ditto, in the Snu e, 

Dittf , m the Wdip, 

D to, in the Sbutt. 

Dil^o, in iho Waip. 

Ditto, iti the S in'*. 

HENRY PELHAM, 


•-r 


G. 


^EXPERIMENTS on the Produce of Wheat in Flour, 

Bran, &c. 

n7i‘ 25 - 

Id* 

ONE quarter of new wheat, of 59 J lb. per bufhcl • 474 

Prdduerl meal - - - 4^8 

Waftc in grinding . - - 6 


Meal as above ... 468 

Drefled through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced 

FI )ur - 374 

Bian - 92 

Waftc in dicJing i|- 


V This flour thcicfore comes out at the rate of 46 lb. 12 c z. per 

b^fliel. 


lb. 

Two quarters of new wheat, at 572 per bulhel - 924 

Produced meal • . - 9^91 

Waftc in grinding • - - 14^ 


Meal as above * • 909' 

Drefled through n Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced 
k ri( ur - 708 

Bran - 196 

Waftc in drelfing 5^ 


This flour comet out at the rate of 44 lb. 4 on. per bulhel. 


> 773 - 
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One quarter of new wheat, at 6 olb»/^er boibel 
Proiliittd ni^dl • , \ 

Waile m gr nding . ^ • 

Meal as above ' • 


lb. 

4S0 

476 

4 

476 


DrelTed through a Thiiteen Shilling Cloth, piotiuced 

Flour - 383 

Bian * 9a 

Wafte ill drcffing 1 

The above comes out at 47 lb. 1404. />cr bufhel. ' 



ABSTRACT of Four Quiiters of Wheat ground, and the 
drtfled thiough a Thirteen Shilling Cloth. 

From one quarter, of 59 Ih. /rr biilhtl » 

Two q>i liters, ot 57 J lb ditto • 

One qoarttr, of 60 lb. ditto 


Which is at the rale of 45 lb. 12 02. 12 dr. ^tr buflicl, oil an 
average. 

ABSTRACT of the Bran produced fiom the above Wheat. 
From one quarter of wheat, at ^9 lb. ;^cr bulhcl • 92 

Two quaiitrs - at 57} lb. ditto - - 196 

One quarter - at 60 lb. ditto • - 92 

, 3«® 

Which is at the rate of xi lb. n QlBk 14 dr. /fef boihel, to 
average. 

The 1465! lb. of flour produced as above, upon being drefled 
again togethei through, 


Produced HoufetiSlds 
Seconds 
Thirds 
M idlings 
Pollard 


Prices of the Cloths. 


1003 

— 

21/. 

i 44 f 

— 

18 

70 


16 

21a 

— 

*3 

30 





•• MitPoM tfoumrttt, a*. 

The above iiivtt ^Kfloutr taken all together, and incla£ng tber 
^la^i'prodnw at thititW of 45 Ib. 9 o». 4. d#. ftr bulhel df 

' And without tiie poUard^ at the rate of 441b. jaoz. 10 dr. 
'P«rbufliel, 


Wheat, one quarter, of 61 lb. ptr bu&tH 
Prodia^ meal -J - 

Lofsing^^Blg 


Pounds. 

4831 - 


4f 


; the' above quaihi^of wheat 


Pounds. 

483 -i 




"• being dreffed through a Fourteen Shdling Ooth, produced. 

Bran 


93 1 


WK 


Lo^'itt drel&ng 


48ii 


2 ^ 


388 lb. of . flour come out at the rate of 48 lb. ^ oz. frem a 
bulhel of wheat. ♦ 

N. B. Laft ycar*a wheat. 

pounds. 

Wheat, one quarter! of 57 lb. fer buibel - - 45* 

Produced meal . • • • • “ 

’ . 

- ijoYs in grinding - - 3t 

Pounds. 

Meal from the abe^ quarter of wheat - - 45 *i 

, Which, bdiy 4«flbd tlb^h a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, produced, 
i . ^ ‘ Hour . - 3S3i 

■'> V- .A Bran - . - ■ 

■ . i . 450 I 


Lofs in drefling • . . af 

lb. of flour come out at the rate of 441b. 30Z. 8 dr. 
'from abuflielof wheat. _ 

: : 1' .iv N. B. LaiyesufC^rliiiit, 


Abftra£l 
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ABSTRACT of the Qoantityof produ^ from the Two 
Quarrels of Wheat before meiU;baed| drei&d through a Fonrt 
teen Shilling Cloth. 


From one quarter of wheat, of 6i Ih* /er Imlhcl 
One quarter of ditto, of 57 lb* fer ditto 


Poonds. 

3 g 8 

353 f 


TobJ . . 7414 


'Die above flour comei out it rate of 461b< 5 on. fiwai a 
bufhcl of wheat. 


The bran from the above wheat wat 

From the quarter of 6i lb to the bulhcl • * 
brom the quarter of 57 lb. to ditto 

Total •- 


Pthmdi. 



> 9 ®f 


Which is at the rate of iilb« 14. oz. of bran from a bulhcl of 
wheat. f 


The 741 1 lb. of dour, which were produced from ditfllnf 
through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, upon being dreiCed again, 
produceu the following particulars s vtz» 


« 

lb. 

Prices of Clothi* 

Ho ufe holds, or finefl lour 

5 oo{ 

Zl / 

Seconds • V 

118 

18 

Thirds • - 

3 ! 

16 

Middlings 

»+. 

14 “ 

Pollards - • 

> 7 l 


Lofs in drefling • 

If! 



74 «i . 

t 


The above forts of flour, ipcluding the pollard, come out M 
451b. 15 OK 8 dr« from a buflul of wheat. 

^ And exclufive of polLid, at 441b. 13 oz. 8dr« from ditto* 


Mt mrandum, ** 

The aforegoing account of capcrimenU of the drelCng of 
was lent by me to Governor Pownall, and is a tine t 0 pf 
the account which I have of thoio experiment^ . ^ 

^ENRY PELHA) 

H. C 




ii£P0liT;F^0M>;^r'W»i3i^rTts», tti. 


to.BKeAD;dnd F1.6UK. 


0 isEllVAf 

|T,wo^d neealeTs^^bgo about to prove, that bread i$ one 
i|fo.li59ftjmportaftt;5!|^t^^ it being well 

it coiifiderabir part i f the alimtnt 

)eof‘,pf tU^ grcaicft and iib5hgp!ilent peopljdjtt this fciogdoiii, ai»d 
fenow fubjedfidJ;^*^ ali times, djfrive 
fce,^rea’'^^^rt bkiHen' fubfiMnce from it. 

' wc fo w^llj^jMifedbf this that from the moil 

ti.ok care ta^^l^rtain and make Jcnown to the 
bf the tables the quan ■:ity of bread they 

X# from according to (he governing 

^fe^lj^lSr wheat .and they a Ho very humanely ordained, 
prlc^ Aiould be made from this grain, in 
|li|,l^ke'''it|fbor m ght be able to procure a (uflicient quamiiy 
j^^'t{>e fiippoit oi ihemfciyes and their families, at a Lis 
f thirtt the rich. . 

^Jph'ocver confid.rs this matter with attention, muft fooa 
that there til .nothing which ^nore nearly concerns the 
Uky cf the peopfe, thfh to be fo fltr. acquainted with what 
.^cerns th:; article of breafl, as to be cn ibicd to judge whether 
are fupplied therewith agreeable to the dire<Siiuns of the 
regfriiatur?.' It is in this peifuafion that L venture to fubmit to 
khe.;G.Ominittee tliii foUoXudng fads, ftate^ ahd obfervations, as my 
itilbrxnalTon, in the beft form in which I can lay it before them. 
As the laws rtMttr!^.to it are but few, I lhall go back fo the firll 
fei ting an affize on, brv'ad, that appears in the printed coL 
|p[^ioiV»'f -ftatmes, vi^ki^*was in the fifty-lirft year of Henry 
in the yca^'Tofj^c Lord 1 266. 

*Ad, many forts of bread frr'm' wheat were allovy>ed to 
^'^adc and fold : but flie great’ length of lime vhich has inter- 
tenders it 'more^,;di|i»ttlt than cou’d be wifticd, to explain 
llrtbe partfcuiars ^elaiil^^^to them ; I lhall therefore confine my- 
'plf to^thieAhtee Waftdl bread, bread of the 

|e wheat, 

! ;^j ll the WaftelJ bread, whiefi was 

was to Weigh.as much again as the bread 
&t, andfihe brend of the wholewheat, 

®Eb was ^he to vcigh three-fourths of the 

eid'trdct. And, By the^ailize table in the faid A 61 , when 
at was at twdlve-pence ter quarter, the following quantities 
' ’^tree forts of bread oefore-meniioned were to be fold for 


- To weigh. 

£• ^ 

'aftell b^cad, of a farthing, 6 16 o 

of the vftiofttyfKikcat', of ditto 107 o 

t;£eu ot ditto 13 12 o 




And 
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' '' r. " 's ' ^iV 

And the A£l cxprefsly fay^, /« la w^r, in every quar- 
** ter of wheat ( as b proved |>y bafedita). may gain tpur;v / 

** pence and the brau^and So 

admitting 'htfe two loives to whi^ti only. 

.fort mentioned in tb|^A^t,‘di^‘^|)re^^i;;w:w’6^ 
wheat at thaf time i^Oqippiuingfi^' tj^ bread 
517 pounds b ouj^c-fes troy; which is eqaaj 
ounce. 12 drams avoirdupois, andrComes, Qttl ifl 

pounds 4 ouncei* of brea^fi'C^m |ili^el of wheat.’''^^, 

It appears further, that theal^^ of bread was i4ll^53t4*^by | 

Ail to be let from the m'ddlc .pr^e^f wheat ;. and'ds ijt 
us, that the bakers would garn<^i|ofan^ $nd takes^lic^'ilif^ 
buUel (o? bolting) among their 'Hiarges, it is evldifttC 
drefird their own flour, and, .except the grinding,' were 
nianufafturers of wheat imp br^^. . . V ' 

This ftatute contained in/'rce ftir the long term offive hondredl^^j 
years and upwards, gr till the Ypar’^2<^9> which was Lathe 
year of the reign of Queen Anu^, when Jt waf repealed, and a nevr; i 
one made for regulating the alii;^e andpripeiof bread; 
amble yvbcrciT fets forth, ' ** That the before>mentioned Aft cif f"- 
Henry the third was exprefled in terms fo obfeure and fmpraAiCaL-' ^ 
ble in thufe tlines, that m^ay ^doubts and difiichlties did daily arife.^^ 
in the conftruiUon thereof; whereby litiJe or no'cbftrV^cc.Jkrf ^ 
in many places bed'll made, either of the due affijise, or reafonutile 
price of bread; and that covetous and evil-minded pijople, taking s 
advai tage of the fame, had, for their own gain aridiut^r^, dteeiv-r 
cd and opprcfltrd her Majeily^s fubjefts; and more dpecially ' 
poorer fort of people.” .« 

By this Ait of the eighth of Queen AnneJ only three f^S 
bread were retained and allowed to be made and fdd, 
wlicatcn, and houfehoid ; which were tb' weigh in propoftiba to’ < > 
each other, as follows, the white, was the fineft,^.was 
weigh half as much as the houfeltold, w|4<^ ^ais^b:he cua^eft; 
tlie wheaten, which was tlve Was. t^^ 

fourths as much as the houfehoid t faid piSp 

refpoud exactly with thofe which' ih^'.Waflen and breadfi 

treet, and the bread of the whole wheat ttiider dif^^ of the 
of Henry ihc third were to bear to each other*^,., ■ 

And the magilbrates,'upon the fetring thb ^Ske undier this AAl 
of Queen Anne, were empowered to niak^a reafoiiable allowanite '^ 
10 the bakers, for their charges, pains, and livelihoods ; an^ ti#; 
aflize table was fo formed, as that the quantity of bread 
bulhel of wheat was calcuh<ted to produce, would yield theilhiku^ 
the market price of the bulhel of wheat, and lifcewifc thbrlSltfif^' 
allowed by tW magiftiaies for their charges, pains, and IfvdW' 
hoodo. ^ ^ ' 

This will appear very plain, by flatlng the affizc of breadpD be ^ 
fet at London, under thefaid AA, from wheat and 
(hillings /er buftielj vi»* ^ r 

Tiie 
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^ Ofit Vufliel ^ 1-^ 4^ 
To V«JMbw'j%waiKa on 
ditto, ^ I%M 1 


tratee -By a tivelpcnny loaves of 




6 o 


- Cr. 


1 i* 

s twti|TOf]:Ktii|ty Joavcs 
of white? bteftd, of yolb. 

12 rz. 8 dr. each - • 2 a 


whiten briad, of 81 b. 

II nz. 1 dr.each - - z a 
By a twelve-penny loaves 
ol houfeliold brea^, at 
Silb. f oz. 6 dr. each 2 o 

6 o 


Zn4 the faid ftate will alfo prove, that the weight of bread w)i^ h 
the fat^eis were renoned tOi^ deliver to the pubTc» ftom a bulhel 
Wf WAeatj under the Tatd yras 52 lb. 2 oz. vra. 

lb. oz. dr. 

Two Ihillinga worth of white bread - 1149 

1 wo fhilhngs worth of wheaten ditto • 176 2 
Two (hilliligs worth ot houfehold ditto 23 2 12 

f 1— — ..w 

52 2 2 

Aa 4 ipy othter artscleipjif wheat and baking, in the alTize table, 
tfilU mion examindtion, bring out the like proof. 

But this Ad had one capital defed in it; which was, that it 
jtid not req ne the ailize of bread to be fet from the middle price 
af wheat; which feesm the 'more extraordinaiy, as it was cx« 
lirelsly ei^ined hyr «hA ftitute of the 51(1 of Hemy the third, 
tkbich isntnediatit)y preceded end tht want of fuch a icftridion 
SMip magiftt^e at }ibei1;]|^ ^ fitt tbe afli/t of brt'ad from the 
dwheft price of aha it ha# been public!/ ailcrted, that 

ijkey adually ftt tbe afliae m thar meaner. 

However^ with thil defed in it, the Ad continuid in force 
till tbe year I9|7j^ wbieh was in the 31ft year of the retgn of 
Xing George die (ecopd ; when (wi h other Ads, continuing or 
amending the fame) it was repealed, and a new one made for the 
^li^Ialxng the affize of bread. The preamble of which doth not 
|i^Qt pin an) particular faults in the aioref id Ad of Qjiecn 
but onlyobfcrves in general, Thpi it was cxp*'dicm to 
yedUhe into one Ad, the federal laws then 111 force relating to the 
duafiUdkingi and to the aflize of bread; and tp make feme alur- 
hrioiiffjhlB amendments theiein.'* And to the intent therefote, 
after the 29tti of September, 1758, a plain and con- 
method Uiight be duly obfejivcd and k^pt, it wia 

enaded 


i 1 '" * 


m 
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totaled, tbat only two IbrU (<v fale><viz..> 

wheaten, and houfehold, othei^ln brawn ‘ and that tho 

houfehold (hottld always Ijiffold the wbeaten. 

This will appear by coafultiii^ the >*> ^7 one aptide 

of the price of thehtt^l’- pf wheat a(^ |||yiiig ; b7^^icH;jk .^ill 
alfo be leen, that the qaahtity or wci^t of brea4,^iaH!pdi;j;d^;b« • 
deliveied toi the public, by the bake^ from a holhel' oif'awest*,;; 
Whuhtfttr meafnrc, by this i| "j^^nnds a oun^s, 
latiiig one half thertof to be' whew^^ad the othek'lm iu^* 

Forinftanc^ls Wkcn the priceW^wlitat and baking is fi^en 
(hillings, one p^k and a half of wbeaten, and one v 

half of houfchold bread under this article^' which logger 
w'eigh 52 pounds 2 ounces, will pay the baker the price iaf:t£ia 
buihel of wheat, and the iS penca /er bulhel for the magiftiratet 
allowance (at London) for bis labour^ charges, livelihood, and 
profit, v/is. 

Weight. Price. 

Ibe OS^t /• d/. 

One peck loaf of wHeaten bread 17*6 — 2,8 

One half peck loaf of ditto III ~ < 4 

One peck loaf of houfchold bread 17 6 ~ 2 o 

One half peck loaf of ditto 811 ~ i o. 

52 2 — 7 P 


And the fame will appear, as far as fra^ibns will allow, if the. 
alTized bread, under the faid article of wheat and baldng, be 
amined, viz* 

WHEATEN BRE^. 0 - 

lb. oz. dr. lb. dr. ! 
One 18 penny loaf g . 7 *1^ . ’ 

One 12 penny loaf 6 :|fv . 4 w 22 2 15 ; 

One 12 penny ditto 6 ^ B 4 J ! s, 

HOUSEHOLD BREAD. V 
lb. oz. dr. lb. oz. dr^. 

One 18 penny loaf 13 o 9I 

One 12 penny ditto Six i>3#6il 

One 1 2 penny ditto I 1 i 1 J 


Pence 84 or feven IhllUngs 53 3 10 


And the affize of bread* under this Aft is ordered to M /et 
fton the middle price of wheat, and the magiftratea at^ eni.^ 
powered, as they were under the 8th of Qaecb Anne, upon fettib|(, 
Ihe affize, to add fach a fum to the price of tht bulhd of wheat' 

A zii 



jut no saieiations wot 

of corn m *77^ ^ ^ -f both 

>i,t Wht» their attention 

Ho,ae» X t^.rwifdoin would admit. » 

jfifeyijSif fWOwnrenw »* A,- lUm for hi* concurrence m 

w;.* • a rammittee of the honour- 
SgL In conreotKoce «iC ’**‘‘S;f„^Sed. to examine into 

-Hi* the Houfe of ***. ^ upon their Report, 

^laws relifling to by which a roSdle fort of bread 

an Aa was j^d « Jhffion^ of Queen 

(^lar to the whea^eit , ftandard wheat cn bread, 

Anne) was S of wSat. that, without any 

which w»5 to be jnadc of . produce of the ^am, the 

rnixtureor Avifion.wastobe • ^ jhree-foutth paits of the 

bran or hoU excepted, a"^ faid bread was to 

wheat fwiB. ^fufe than the wheaten bread in the afoic- 

be fold «on«.etghth part lefs than th b M one-eighth more 

laid Aa of the Aa And the weight of 

dtiiin the houfehdd bread reouirCd to bic delircretLio 

llamdard wheaten bread, whic . pp on two ounces, 

the public frT • Aas befOTC-meStioned, the weight 

Upon by them refpeftively required to 

■ ** 


Under wliat A£to 


cift Henry III. — 
r 8th Queen Ahftc - ■ 


Weight of biead, 
Awlrdupoise, from a 
buihel of wheat. 


lb. 

oz. 

1 dr. 

51 

2 

2 

s* 

5* 

2 

Z 

0 

6 

C2 ! 

2 

0 



- Wfom it k|y 


ft 

1$ were not r«t. 


Mtredf hy the A& of fHenry:!^ titezd 


jed |p 4p.by’:t^. 



from a bu.litl of whcdt» tfiejf .KaV« 

Adks tbat have been ioadp|^, '%^KM 
i>r^ended) thatebdhflpfw^atf^^M t|i 
A6i of Henry cb)t’;>|j£^^'idid 
pounds twa auticeiy ^ 

have required to be delivered to.thVpuhhc. . 

perfops Who framed the Arts of An-ife, . 

the thirty-iirft of i^eorge the W*^k|v 

' chan nifty-two pound's two ounces pjf%V.ead trom a buinel.^vlrhej^ft' ' 
might have feme view to^the tw^>l^VfcS for adve^tagCf 
^together with the bran) the Aft of ihc 5^j[|t df Henry ^hc|t}lird 
ezpre£&ly fays they would gain uppn eveiy quarter njipi*® 

than by the alhze table they were obliged to j&iver to' j^ 
public. _ , ; ' / /; ' 

But whether this furmTe bewell fouhded or hot, is hik ve!^^ 
material ; for it is very certain, th^f the flonr from a buitei qf 
wheat will, on an average, produce ihd^e bre^^d than hfty-tWb 
pounds two ounces* Ic is not intended, however, to draw axTy 
infeience from thence lothe prejudice of the bwiicers. l\be laws 
have always confidcred tliem as the foie agents to the public for 
the manufadurlng of wheat into bread* a.nd at the* (ame time 
taken all imaginable care that they (bould not ru(r<.r, but, on' the 
contrary, fhould be at all times fufEciently paid for working for 
the Cotnmunity. For if whea|t be ever io dear, they .arc fure to be 
paid the market price of it, the price of tlu bread. And ^ 
that price they ajfo receive the migiiirates allowaacc, Which nht . 
only includes a reimburfement of the ' charges of grinding and 
dj^ing the wheat into £our, but of all other ChSiiges of man^- 
faffuring ic into bread, and a coniideration likewife for their paw, , 
labour, livelihood, and profit. And as the of bread iiS liable 
to be altered, whenever the price xirc:a or s |^^-pen<^ m . 
bufhel ; this circumilaiice renders it l|ej^dj[t!fa'fQr to 

large capitals, and fecures them ^frd^;;;beingj inj^iW^^ v 

Aiiduatlon of marjkcu;, unlel’s th^y^iyill J|h large of « 

upon fpeculadon, which this variation of t^e 
calculaied to pKvent, and render uan.'ceXIary^ . ■ 

In order to render this matter the inofi^ phiii^ I h^€ ende|a 
voured, by the ftatc or ^u:cpuat marked (a) in * tb^ Appendix, to 
ihow how the cafe would ftand with the BakeV London, if be 
were to buy his wheat, and bolt it into flour, and bake and 
whcaien and houfehold bread, und^ the Acl of the thirty-£ij 
George 11. at the prefent ,aiilze of bread at London, which i^;^V, 
'from whear a'^d baking, at fix (hUUngs and fix-pence jbuiheK^. 

And, by another account, marked (b) in th? Appendix,^;! 
endeavoured to (hew the like with rtfpect to ftamdlnrd 
ibnead ^i^dcr the A£t of the thirteenth of ‘hi$ p'^c^fent 



(^T pkbMTfUl COMMXTtEt, ^ 


And it is ^npreh^ndal that it will appear frgm the 

laid ae^eunts, if ihe hakm were to carry on their bolinefa 
to tb# tenor and of^the laws; that is^ by pur. 

of whtM ||)i)d dfeffing it into Sotigv wh ch nas the method 


laid !lW|iiud<>what the lerfflatdre defigns they fliould re- 

iC€%MScit m^ir laboar> iivcltnond» and proht. 

BMw idifleni<whQ, tilt Wifhm thefe lare ycars» had no other 
pefti jImiiWiW iminemorjalt in the tnanufaftoune of wheat into 
IMtiadi taaHQ the grinding o£ wheat into meal foi the b^skera ) are now 
^ the idpiltfpw become porchafers of wheat, and dreffers of it 
into dour* |tr AJe, upon their own accounts , and, as tht) are not 
bopnd bp til^» to drdh flour of fucH forts as are p oper for mak- 
h(l|| the n^lliftivc kinds of btead required b> the flatutes now in 
ipfpet nor oWged tofi.ll the fl^ur which they do diefs in pro- 
to the market price of wheat ; tliebakcis, who arc ^ bligcd 


to bu} their flour of the mealman, cannot pii chafe the fame fo 
enable them to bake and fell any of the fens of bread, re- 
quired to be made bt the laid flatutes (except the wheaten bread 
under the thirty-firft of George ll.) and to receive the Magif- 
trates .illowance, over and above the puces which they mufl gi\c 
for their flour. 

The account marked (c) in the Appendix, it is apprehended* 
Will make this very clear, with refpeft to the A£t of the thirty- 
flrft of George II. And it ia prefumed that tue account marked 
ifd^ in dit 0, will do the fame with regard to the ftatuce of the 
wrteenth of his prePnt Majefty. 

Ar^d as the mealman ’s pi ofle is a point which it greatly concerns 
the Community to form an idea of, the account marked (e^in 
the Appendix^ caleulatcd from the prefent market prices of floui* 
and aiveragc price of wheat, according to the prefent afllxe of 
bMd, IS hMoty i^rehended to be a very near cflimate thereof. 

Whrn ^ ieveraf prrticulars before-mentioned are confidered. 
It is tbit the public can be no longer at a lofs to know, 

io ihttebonffiboM bread was made und r the Ad of the thirty- 
Gcor^ 11. or why tbo expedauons of the legiflatare have 
4toft btOn aui^credii with regard to a fupply of ffandard wheaten 
bread* uudettbeJIfi of the thiiteenth of hi^ prefent Majefty. 

For the contrary to the ancient ufage and cuilom of 

the realm* having flapped in between the giowers of corn and the 
tgikers,^ and being under no reflraint, by law, to fell the fame at 
fuch prices as to correfpond with the market ptice of wheat, the 

{ iroflts anfing to them m this buflnefs, m ft unnavoidably occa* 
ion an increafe of expence upon bread, which mufl fall upon the 
ccminunity in one (hape or other. And the way in which this en- 
bafts’ trade has hithei to operated, has been 
dh|?privinj[ the peojde of the advantage of being fainifhed 
5 Wuh 


*1 




I>7 the l&lilf 

[fe to the 
ifktitieiire ftim 
i the pto^ 

■^r- 


^wvtU the i^ii^ortioa,ef^^^ 

''■^^. '/ " r ' ‘ '' ' ''' 

And It wilVdoubtlefs be a 
rality pf-thc ^pple» yfijito thej^fei^e 
this lofs haj^am^^/b 
{ibrtion of . 

during thi conmOT^ipf the AiEjt ._, 

yet, under this" Ihppoiiuo'n, the citi^a of tAnddih 
'will be founds upon a moderate ^c^thpiuUdh, ' 
*Ctogcther} the annual lofs| upon\^ average oi 


thirty*iive thoufand ppundf ; peoj>lc of 

England and Wales, whe are o6n|puced to 
wheat, the yearly lofs of four hundred^ ti^ehtyM^' wuf^ 
hundred and feventy-five pounds { fb that^iwith^ tlid fp^e bf 
teen years, which is the time the faid^ AlK' has b^n ib forcbf^ thet 
injury which hath arifen to the Pommunity by its not 
plied with, appears, by the ftate marked (f/ ih the App^ndi^# 
to amount in the whole to eight m^^birs niae hundfbd and tett( , 
pounds. And what makes it infinitely more to be regretted, is, that ; 
this enormous Aim has, for the moA part, been f^ed out of tho 
pockets of the working and induflrious poor,byomfging them to 
purchafe wheaten bread, through ;the' want of hoixfehpld or Srofivi^ 
bread, having been made to fupply them^ as was intended by the 
legiAaturc, 

In order to prevent fo capital an evil for the future, it is humf 
bly apprehended, that if the bakers arc to continue under the 
neceiTity of buying their food| from the mealmeb, the l^ter 
Hiould be obliged by law to drefs flour under IJthe fame denpsni; 
nations as the refpeftive forts of bread, direiled to be' made by 
the flatutes now in force, and no other ; and be alfo obliged to 
" fell the feveral forts of flour at certain Axed prices, to be goirern*, 
ed by, and calculated front the market price, of wheat, in Order 
to enable the bakers that buy their flo^,Vta: i:nibkt and fell the 
refpe^Ivc forts of bread, according to tbopri&i^ffet frOi^^beat 
in the afliac table. '' . ^ li’ ' 

It is llkewife apprehended. tha| the law fl^utd|tefcr 
of flour each fort of bread mould bit m4de of \ and 1 
manner each fort of flour flioul^ be dreflEed ;v by Wj) 
the public would know the quali^ pf th^ ^ 

have for their money, and be enable^ td f^rocdre r^^refs.'^ilD^ 
pofed upon therein, as they can do at^^tiif&ii^'^^efraaded;^^^ 
weight by the help of the ailize table. ’ ; ; , ? ’ 

To explain thi;i more fully, it is neceflary to obferi^^^ ^^ 
the following are the A^rts of flour that have hitherto 
ncrally drefl'ed from wheaCt by the mealmeu, •mx* " ' 

Houfeholds. 

Seconds. 

Thirfs. 

.M!ddliog9* 




f4 miponi- nt«M m, 

tiOtfck fsid Ibn^jpf flow are drefled tluttagli the diflfernt fl>rt# 
pf boldnf clodii mIowii»g> <piz* 

Ihreffei thtmi^sk 

The Hanfehpldtf E ^ 

Sefidtflt 
TWrdi 

* MtddliEgi 

BqI ta.ihtt of Parliament now in force, require the undcfH 
mrakipnnd forte of bread to be tnadej o/is. wheatrn bread. Hand* 
ara whoatea berad, and hoiiiehold,or hn-wn bread ; it is hnmbly 
apl^rejlieiidedg that no flour fhould be allowed to be ibid, but un^ 
der the proper denominationa for making thofe forts of bread ; 
that is to tay; 


9 *^ an 


M m 


ai ihniiug doth. 
i 8 chnk, 
i 6 ihiBing^ cloth, 
tj fkUting cloth. 


Beft wheaten flour 
Standard wheaten fldur 
Houfehold flour - 


Far making 
Wheaten bread. 

Standard wheaten bread. 
Houfehold or broii^n biead. 

And that their re/peiElive quali ies and manner of drefling fhoulfl 
oe afeertained and defenoedg aa fhall be found right by eape- 
Wments: and that the nature and texture of the bolting cloths 
through which it may be fouftd proper, the faid forts of flour 
fliottld be drelfed, fhould be paiticulaily and clearly defet bed. 

And as many people have, of late, come into the method of 
drefTing of flour through bolting machines made of wire, inftead 
<of clothlf it u Jl be neceflary alfo to afcertain the diflertnt de« 
‘ees of finenefs the uirewo>k of fuch irac^ ines mull be o^, to 


irefs floor oi the denomina ions before mentioned. 

It is alio apprehended that all millers flioiiUl be oblige 
ed to grind wheat for the bakers, vhci» requiied, at the 
accuftomed toll, or price, and hkewife for all private perfons ; 
as it migiit, among other adv.(ntages^ revive a tuflom of th*' ut« 
moil ,^<;onfcqUcncc to the indaftnouslaboming people employed 
in agridUltuie, wkoforn>erly ufed to be fuppl ' d ^ith wheat from 
ihe farm^ra for|Wh«ni thfy worked, which bemg grouni at 
they artenArds drtiTcd into flour through fievcb at home, 
it into brdd there; by which means it came to them 
Zt a ElViCb chcapi&r ratt; tban buying it < f the bakers, or by rur^ 
chafing fldur of bakers, to bak<* into bread them* 

folves* 

HEN. PELHAM* 
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or Bread, under tKc Aft of tfce George IL 

• ccording to the prefen t AfEpse of Bread London, from 
'Wheat and Baking, at 6s. 6d. ftr Buihel. 

N.B. The magiftrates allowance at Lonllon to the baker, 
is i8J. on a bulhcl of wheat \ (0 that wKea they fet the 
aCize of bread, from wheat and baking at 69* fer 
bufliel, they mud deem the average tOifltet price of 
wheat to be js. /erbufheU or aos./arqukrter; Oil whith 
pr.nciple the account will ftama as foUowa, wAt. 


The Baker — Dr. 

Per Cetarm, Cr, 

* , £ •• 

£ /. i. 

To 5 quarters of wheat 

By 60 peck loaves of 

at 40s. prr quarter lO O O 

wheaten bread, at 

To the Mag iftrates allow* 

2s. 6d. each 7 10 0 

ance to the baker for 

By 60 peck loaves of' 
houfehold bread, at^ 

grinding and drefling. 

and all other charges 

t M« lod. tach 1— 5100 

and for his pains, live* 


lihoud, and proht, at 
i8d. per buihel, or 

I 2 S. per, quaiter of 


wheat -*-2 300 

* 

£ii 0 0 

£is 0 0 


Memwanium. The above 1 20 peck loaves are all that^ the 
law require s the baker to deliver, under the Aft of the thirty- * 
frft George II. fiom 5 quarters, or 40 bu(hel of wheat ; and they 
pay him for h 5 wheat, and the Magiftrates allowaiice of 12 (hil- 
fings pLr quarter for grinding and dreSng, &Cf ypd f6r his pains^ 
livelihood, and profit. 

To this allowance of iz fhillings pei^ quarter, mafi be added 
the value of the bian and pollard, which at this tixRV^is atleaft 
3s. I id. per quarter. 

BefiJes this itmuft be observed, that 4a yotnids of flour 
make th“ whole quantity of bread re^gired to be delivered the 
public from a buftiel of wheat ; io that whatever quantify of 
flour the wheat may yirld above 4a pounds from a bufhel, 
furplus mu ft be conlidered as an additional pro€t to the baliM, 
itenabV‘$ hirti to make a proportionable quantity of brttld fablE 
a bufliel of w^ieat, more than the law requires whim. ^ ' 

If only two pounds and a quarter of flour extrabrdihli^' Were * 
to beobiained froin a buihel of wheat, the value Ihcrepf mlweell ^ 
at this time, Would be fotocthitig above as, 00 a qeartet of 

/ MUi - 


“ yl Tire COMMITtES, faf,, 

•ftrr (!jyUiiQt»g'^4l|lipei)ce tor ever/ peck of bread for the Ml* 
lilcNiraiiee >.to the baker. 


ly il j i M 



0 ) 

Ot^ng oa what Terms a Baker at London 
hMv make and fell Standard TVheateii 
<tfa 


T|urtecnth ofhii prOfent Majeft/, 
llfiitlle jpreibnt Afliee of Bread at London, fet from 
ax 6i, Ad> /er bulhe]. 

' Iff Jl. The Masy (rates alloi^ance at Loadon to the baker, is 
te» 6 d« fer btlEbcl; fo that when they fet the aflize of 
* bread, from wheat and baking at 6s. 6 d./fr thcf 

aauft deem the average mat ket price ef wheat to be 5 s. 

bttihel, or 40s. ftr quarter ; on which principle, the 
account will Uand as follow oiiz* 



Per Cintta. — Cr. 

To 3 quarters of wheat, 

at 40s. /rr quarter loop 

Tothe Magiflraresanow- 
nnea to the baker for 
grinding, drci&ng, and 
all chargS, and 

filir tiis pains, liveli- 
lu)0d,and profit, at iSd*. 
fir bufhd, or | 2 S. 
quarter of wheat » 3 0 0 

/• dm 

By 120 peck loaves 
of ftmdard wheaten 
bread, at 2$; zd.eacb, 
being f th lefs than the 
wheaten br'^ad under 
the A£l cf the 3 ill 

Geo. II. according to 

the prefent afTize 13 0 • 

£ii 0 0 

0 « 


Mmpran/im* I'be above lao peck loaves are all that the baker la 
“ amred te d^Kver, pnder the A £1 of the 13th of his prefent Ma- 
'tjr ; ana they jpav him Uft his wheat, and the Magiftrates al* 
, vanre of It miitingt ^ quarur for grinding and dreffing, for 
Jim psins, livelihood, and profit. 

To this allowance of 12 (hillings quarter, mull be added 
' bran and pollard, wnich at this time is at leafl. 

quifte^ 

fcs thi^ it is to be ob(erved, that 42 pounds of flour will 
"A^whoieemantity of bread required to be delivered to the 
i Mimal of wheat ; 6 that whate\er quantity of flour 
V the 
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the wheat may yield above 42 pounds from 4 bufhel, the fur^ 
plus mud be coniidered as an additional profit, tb, the baker, by 
enabling him to make a proportionable quanti<)[ of bread irom a 
buihel of wheat^more than - he law requires of him* 

And if only two pounds and a quarter of flour extraordinary 
were to be obtained from a bufliel of wheat, the value thereof 
in bread at this time would be fomething abrwe two ftiltings on 
a quarter of wheat, after deducting 6d. for every petk of Dread 
for tlie magidrates allowance to the baker* 
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An Accounts Viewing on vrhat Terms a Baker at London (if he 
< i« oblij^ed to purchafe his Flour) can bake and fell Wheaten 
and Houfehold Bread* under the A&, of the Thirty- fir 11 of 
George IL at the prefent Market Prices of Flour, and AfTize 
of Bread, fet from Wheat and Baking at Six Shillings and 
Six Pence pgr Bulhel ; *viz* 


The Baker 


Dr. 


Per Contra 


Cr. 


To make 6o loaves of wheaten bread. 


To 6o ptek loaves of 
whtaten bread, at 
25. 6<f. each, ac> 
cording to the 
above ailizc - 7 


r. d. £. 

By 8401b. of houfcholds, or iineft 
fiour, at 405. per fuck ~ 6 

By the Baker's profit — i 

10 o 


r. d0 

o o 
lO o 


£.f to o 


£.^ lo o 


To §o peck loaves of 
. houfehold bread,at 
15 . lo^. eacli, ac- 
cording to the 
above afl^se - 5 


10 e 


£. 5 10 o 


To make 6o loaves of houfehold bread. 


lb. £• 

By *40 of houfe- 
holds, at 405. 
per fack - I 
21 5 of feconds, at 
375. per fack t 
96 of thirds, at 
345. fack o 
S89 of middlings, 
at »5r. per 
iHvfack - - t 

840 

By the Baker's profit 




»4 3i 
» 1\ 


> 50 * 


5 9 iJ 


mm O 9 ZI 


£•5 


V. B. In the prices of the above 120 loaves, are included the 
Magiftrates allowance of twelve (hillings per quarter on wheat* 
^ or ten (hillings fack on flour. 


McmTginJumi 
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Memorandum- It appears by the aforegoing account^ that the 
baker can purchafe Sour at the prefent n\arket price to make 
w beaten bread, and receive the price fet thereon by the afllze» 
beiides the magifliates allowance for his charges, pains^ liveli- 
hood and pofit : * 

But that he cannot buy flour to enable him to make houfehold 
bread^ fo as to receive one third even of the magiilrates allow- 
ance, over and above the price he mail give for the flour. 

N. B. 5I. os. 2~ d. for 840 pounds of flour for houfehold bread# 
is at the rate of 33s. 4^'d. per fack of 280 pounds. 


(d.) 

An ACCOUNT*, fliewing on what Therms a Baker at London 
(who is obliged to buy his Flour) can make and fell Standard 
Wheaten Bread, under the Aft of the Thirteenth of his prefent 
Majedy, at the prefent Market Prices of Flour, and Aflizc of 
Bread, at London, fet from Wheat and Baking at Six Shillings 
and Six-pence per Bufhcl. 


The Baker 


Dr* ( jPtr Contra 


To 120 Peck Loaves of 
Standaid Wlicaccn 
Bread, it is, id, each, 
iiLCordinj^ to the abuve 
Alfuo- 




J3 0 o 


Jf. 13 0 o 


Cr. 


By 1,680 Pounds, or 6 Sacks of' 

280 Pounds each, of Flour 
( being the Proportion to make 
120 Loaves of Bread at the 
Rate of 14 Pounds of Flour 
to a Peck Loaf) of the feveral 
Sorts, Quantitic's, and Prices, 
deferibed in the aforegoing 
Account, marked (c); Hfix. ^11 
Pounds. per Sack£. s, d, ' 
Houfeholds#io8oat4os. 7 14 3I 
Seconds, .215 at 37s. 1 84} 

Thirds, 963134$. o 11 74 
Middlings, 289 at25S. 1 5 9I 

Which being thrown together 
compofe the Whole Flour of 
the Wheat, and amount to J 
By the Baker's Profit - 1 19 icj^ 

C-n «/o 


Mmwanium. izo Peck Loaves of Bread are all. that the 
Baker is required by Law to deliver from Five Quarters of Whetf , 
or 1 ,680 Pounds of Flour. But k i* plain, from tUe aforegomg 
Account, that the Bsker cannot buy i,68o Pounds of theWlwde 

At. , Flour 




100 


RtPORT FI^OM THE COMMITTEE, &c. 

Fl^ ur the Wheat*, or Scaitdara Writ;a;en Flour, at the prefcnt 
Market Prices, on luch Terms as lu r^Cfive the Mat>i(lr..tes 
Allo*vanee for Baking, over and -bove the Price h'* mull » for 
thcFlour; For, inftcad of j^3. he will receive only ^ i. 19J. loj/, 


(e.J " 

A COMPUTATION of the Mealman’s Pn>fit, at the prefent 
Market Pil es of FI >ur at Lon ' m, and the avtr ije Market 
Price of Wheat, acc rdln^ to 'he prefiMt AlHze o. Bread. 

N.B. T!’.c magiftra e- allowance at London to the bak^r, is 
IS. 6d. on a buihel of whe^i, and a' t* e pn cm aflizc of 
bread is fet from w «eat and b k•n^^ at 6^. 6 il. per bu'h^L 
they nuft dttin the av 'rage i^rxe of wiieat to be 5s. per 
buihel or 40b. per quancr ; jn which principle the account 
will Hand as f dlovvs, *uiz* 


Thi Mealriian — Dr# 


£ 

To five quarters of 
wheat, at 40 - per 
quarter — 10 o o 

To grinding and drciF* 
ing the laid vhcat, 
at 3H./er quarter o 15 o 
To mealxoao’s profit 148 


Per Contra. 


lb. 

By 1,080 of houfeholds, 
or fineii dour, 
at 405. per fack 
By 215 of fect'nds, at 
37s. /rrdo. • 
By - 96 of thirds, at 
34s. per do. 
By - 289 of middlings, 
at 255. per do. 


1,680 


Cr. 

£ W. 
7 H 3 i 

» 8 4i 

o I, 

* 5 9 k 


■ ^ 


/ 


By the bran and pollard 
from five quarters of 
wheat, at 3s. iid. per 
quarter ~ ■ - o 19 7 


£ii 19 8 | 


19 8 


‘ K.B. The above computation is made upon the fuppofition 
t^at the produce of flour is only 336 pounds from a quarter of 
, of 42 pounds from a buihel ; which iafl quantity is the 
; ^ make three pecks of bread, which is all that the 

of George II. and the I3ch of his prefen( Ma« 
delivered f£rom a buihel of wheat# 

/ Bnt 
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feut i#muit be obf-* ve i, t -at wheat in ^rn^ral will yield more 
thaii 42 p -unds of fi.u- abufhel, and whatcvt^r ihe iurplui 

may b«» niufi be confide. ed as an additional profit to the meal* 
man. 

And if only two pounds aind a quarter of flour extraordinary 
^ere >0 be obtained from a bulhcl of wheat> the value thereof at 
thi^ Mine would be two (hillings and four-pence farthing upon a 
quarter of wheatj 


(f.) 

A COMPUTATION of the L^fs, which hath arifen to the 

Community^ by the Proportion of houfehold Bread not hav- 
ing been made, chat was intended by the Adt of the 3 ill of 

George II. 

BY the fai ! A£l, ‘the flour from the wheat. Is calculated to 
be made half into wheaten, and half into hoii/hhold bread ; the 
latter to be fold one fourth cheaper than the former. 

The cities ot London and Weftminftcr are computed to con- 
(ill of 600,000 people ; and every perfon is calculated to confume 
one quarter of wheat in a year, in bread ; fo thrt the yearly 
confumption of wheat in the faid cities has been eftimated at 

600.000 quarters. 

By the alUze table in the faid A^l, one bufhel of wheat is com- 
puted to produce three peck loaves of bread ; confequenily a 
quarter of wheat Is deemed to make twenty-four peck loaves of 
bread. 

Therefore, 600,000 quarters of wheat fhould produce 

7.200.000 peck loaves of wheai'*n, and 7,200,000 peck loaves 

of houfehold bread ; anL as the afiize hath not been lower, upon 
an average, during the continuance of the faid Adi, than is. iid, 
for the peek loaf wheaten, and is. 5d. for the peck loaf houfe- 
hold, the public, from 600,000 quarters of wheat,; ought to have 
been fupplied yearly with ^ 

N? /. d. , ] \£ 

Peck loaves, wheaten 7,200,000 at i ii each 690,000' 
feck loaves, houfehold 7,200,000 at 1 5 each 510,000 

1 4,400,000 • 1 . 2 00,000 

It is, however, generally acknowledged, that the people have 
been fupplied with but very little houfehold bread under that 
Adi ; but if it fhould, for argument fake, be fuppofed tAat one 
foutth part of the proportion thereof (wx* 1,800,000 peck 
loaves] hath been made yearly ; yet, undei this luppofition, the 
inhabitr.nts of the faid cities, by being obliged to putchafe 
9i4O0jQ0O peck loaves of wheaten bread, infiead of being fur- 
** , , nHhqd 
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nifhed with the remaming three parts of 7,200,000 peclp^loav'ea 
houfchold bread, will be found to have fufFered an annual lofs 
of 135,0001. as fer the following account, Hfix* 


A COMPUTATION of the Expencc of Bread for one Year 
for the Cities of London and Wcftminder. 


Pctik loaves. 
To 7,200,000 

To 5,400,060 
To 1,800,000 


/. d. 

of wheaten bread ~ at 1 11 
f of ditto, purchafedfor wanfj 
< of the due quantityof houfe- > at ditto 
^ hold bread being made j 
S of houfehold bread, fup I 
I pofed to be made — 3 ® 5 


690,000 

517,500 

127,503 


14,400,000 

The faid citits.from6oo,ooo quartereof wheat,ought 
to have been furni(hed with 7,200,000 peck heaves 
wheaten, and with ditto number houfehold ; which 
at the above prices, would have come to — — — 1,200,000 

Lofs to thefc cities, by not being furniflied with the due 

proportion of houfehold bread - 135,000 


The reft of the people of England a%d Wal«, who are com- 
puted to uft bread made of wheat, arc calculated to be in number 
3^750,000 ; and fuppofing them to be circiimllanced like thofe in 
London and Weftminfter, their 'lofs, by not being fupplied with 
houfehold bread, Itated in the fame manner as fur ^ofe cities, 
muft have amounted to 843*750 fer annum. 

But as (i'jme farmers, .and other perfons in the country, may 
probably have their own wheat ground, and drefs tlie flour at 
homeland bake their own bread, fome abatement ofcourfe ought 
to be made on tlta: account ; and, in order not to exaggerate 
mattcTs, lct.it be fuppofed that half the faid 3,750,000 people 
bny their own wheat, and bake their own bread; which will re- 
4, U6e the lofs from £.843,750 to the yearly fiini of ; 

U»d in fdek cafe the .total computed lofs to the community, by 
liOt being fupplied with houfehold bread, according to the inten- 
'^n ;Qf the aforefdid A 3 ofjhe thirty-firft George II. will Hand 
v%%. 
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Lofs to the cities of London and WeRminfter, for 16 

yms 3X per ammm — — . 2>t6o>OGO 

Lofs CO the people of the other parts of England andL 

Wales, for 16 years, at ^.42 1,875 '6,750,000 ' 

Total 8,9 1 0,000 


I. 


EXPERIMENTS made by T. Farrer, Efq. Layton Stone^ 

Eflex. 

Three quarters wheat, which, aceprding to the prefen t method 
of dreiUng for wheaten bread, produce 60 peck loaves. 

* 773 - £• 

23d March. 3 Qrs. wheat coft per quarter 8 5 

Charges to the mill, is* per quarter 3 o 
^Grinding and dreeing,, 3 s per quarter o 9 


C. qrs. lb. 

The above 3 quarters produced lo 1 8 flour. 

2 I 14 bran. 

By grinding and drclling o 1 20 waile. 

Weight of the wheat — 13 o 14 

being at 61 i pounds per bufliel. 

Peck 

Loaves * 

Now the above 10 C. iqr. 81 b. houfeholdl ^ 
flour at 14 pounds to the peck ioaf, render 3 ^ 

So that in three quarters of wheat there is gained, in aid of the 
confumption of bread, 22 peck loaves and eight pounds. 


Three quarters of wheat, which, according to the prefent method 
of drefling, for wheaten bread, render 60 peck loaves. 

1772. £. ». 

30th March. 3 Qrs. wheat colt 50s. per qi^rtcr — 7 10 

Charges to ihh mill, drefling, and grinding 012 


;C-8 


T»i« 
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Tlie above wheat produced 

' 4 ^ ■ 

Welg’it of the wheat — — 

being at 59 pounds per bufliel. 


C. qre. lb. 

9 3 10 flour* 

a I 14 bran, 
o I 20 wafte. 


12 2M 6 


1 


Peck 

Loaves. 

Now the above 9 C. 3 qfs- lolb. houfehold } » pounds, 

flour, at 1 4 pounds to the peclc luaf, render J , « , 

So that in three qinn tcrs of wheat, at 59 po unds /rr bulhel, 
there is gained, in aid ot the confumptioa of bread, 18 peck 
loaves and ten pounds. 


Queen Anne’s wheaten bread, produced at the honourable 
Eioulc of Commons, by Thomas Farrar, 15th November, 177^* 
Made from two buftiels of meal, weighing, iizpounds^ 
which produced, 

^ Flour — — 89 pounds. 

Bran — — 2r pounds. 

-yyafte — —2 pounds. 

112 

Peck 

Loaves. 

The 112 pounds. Queen Anne’s wheaten 7 ^ pounds, 

bread, render, at 14 pounds the peck j 

According to the prefent mode of drffling the wheaten bread, 
they would render no m urc than five peck loaves : 

So that fhet'c is gained, in aid of the confumptlon of bread, in 
two buflicU Queen Anne’s wheaten hour, which is the true houfe- 
bold flour, one peck loaf five pounds. 


K. 

NARRATIVE of Proceedings and Experiments by Sir 
George Young, Baronet. 

IN Purfuajjce of the Aft of Pailiament, pafled the laft fellion, 
empowering Juftices of the Peace, and other proper Magiflrates, 
to prohibit, for a limited time, any bread to be madi- of a finer 
quality than that whith was, in the Aft, called Standa d Wheaten ; 
V the Juftices of the Peace for the county of Dev'>n, and the Magi- 
. flrates of the ceunty^of the city of Exeter, rclolved t ' ifTiie a pro- 
JitbiqcQf in purfuance of the laid Aft; and, at ihclait Michael- 
mas 


y 
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quarter feiHons, gave the neceflary ordfcrs accordingly ; which 
orders have been carried into execution, and enforced from time 
to time, ever iince. 

The extenfive county of Devon, though univcrfally a corn 
country, and for the mofl part of it well cultivated, being entirely 
an ciicjofed country, except in the neighlionrhood of the forefls 
or mountains of Ex- Moor and Dartmoor, 15 notwithftanding, ill 
fiipplied with hour; the number of mealmen, flour men, and flour 
mills, being but few, for paiticular reafons ; fo that a great part 
of the corn grown within the county is exported to the counties 
from whence they are fupplied with floiir ; chiefly Hampfliire and 
the Iflc of Wight. The forts of flour fupplied from thence at the 
time Magiflrates iffuing tffc above orders of fdflions, were what is 
called, flrfls, feconds, and thirds, with fomc middlings. Upon 
ifluing tliofe orders, the bakers and others, throughout the county, 
directed their correfpondents to fend them only the flour proper 
for making the ilandard wheaten bread, except fneh flour as was 
flill wanted for penny and two-penny loaves, which were ftill al- < 
hwved : tlicfe dirtdlions were complied with, a'ld in confcqucnce 
of them, the flour fent was of the fort called firlls, and w'hat was 
called by the name of Parliament floUr, which turn*; out to he a 
fort nearly correfponding to feconds, though fomethmg inferior, 
but much fuperior to thirds. ’ 

.Thus the county was fupplieu with proper flour, in obedience 
to the Older of fcflioiis. Another confcqucnce foon followed: 
The millers and flour men within the county changed their bolt- 
ing cloths. At the time of making the order the bolting cIotM 
at the fevered flour mills, were chiefly of the forts which w^ere fold 
at Exeter for 18s. 20s. 21s- 22s. and as far as 24?. the general 
tun was about 21s. Immediately upon the orders being iiTued, 
thefe cloths were changed for 14s. cloths, which were found to be 
the cloths that would the neareft give the flout: which (hould 
weigh three-fourths of the bufticl of wheat without any mixture, 
nr other divifion: : the other cloths were laid ^flde, and have con- 
tinued To ever flnee. The (:loths tblis adopted, inftead of the for- 
mer, weie likewil'e found to contain by the Warp and woof about 
30 threads by 32 in an inch fquare. With thefe clothe, the 
millers and flourmen, in.geneial, drefled the flour ready for thfe 
ufe of the bakers, in compliance with the order of feflion ; but iti 
fome parts it was not regarded. 

At Chriftinas 1773, the MagUlrates of the county ofDevoR> 
and of the county of the city of Exeter, rcilewed their formeiir 
order ; at which time the following experiment was made at 
Efcott, in prefence of three Juftices of the Peace, a miller, whb 
kept a fl(uir mill, a baker, and a farmer; and it was intended tb 
try what fort of bread would be made, in purfuance of the Afl of 
Parliament, and what quantity df flour might be produted froiri a 
bufhel of wheat, drefled in a proper cloth purfuant to the ordef of 
feifioiu 


P 


A bufltei 
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A budiel of wheat was taken from fome tithe corn grown' liv 
the neighbourhood* and colle^ed in kind ; which^ being the 
mixed produce of fevcral forts of land, was chofen as the fair tefl 
of the produce of the crop : the bushel of corn,, being eight gal- 
lons, weighed 59 pounds 8 ounces (troy). After being weighed, 
it was fent to the'inill to be ground ; and, in order to have thor' 
full weight, the miller was paid in money for his toll. N. B. The 
ufual price for grinding a bufliel of wheat there,- was 4d.; but, in 
order to encourage the miller to do jiidice, he had 6d. given him. 
The corn thus ground, was 'returned back with little or no wafte, 
that could be perceived, at lead none to any amount: it was then' 
dreffed through a fourteen dulling cl||h or fieve ; and the pro- 
duce in flour, exclufive of the coavfe pollard and bran, was ex- 
aAly 44 pounds lo ounces, being three-fourths of the weight of 
tlic bufliel of wheat, or very near ir. 

This 44 pounds 10 ounces of flour was then made up into 
^dough, mixed with it water, fait, and yeft ; and the dough was 
oaked into four loaves, as nearly equal in weight as poflible ; and 
the whole flour, thus being made into dough, being fuflered to 
ferment, and rife, by the ingredients mixed with it, was found 
to weigh, before baking, nearly 70 pounds; after baking, the 
dough, thus formed into bread, was decreafed in its weight agaiii» 
fo that the four loaves of bread weighed cxaClly the fame weight 
as the whole buflicl of corn before k was ground. 

N. B. in making the dough, a quart of good yefl was ufed, and 
a proper quantity of fait and water. It is likewife obfervable, that 
the better the quality of the corn or flour, the more water mufl be 
ufed to make the dou^h. 

The bread produced by this experiment was an exceeding good,- 
^hite, pleafant, and nutritious bread : and what Is remarkable, 
kept longer and better tban the common fort of bread bought of 
the baker. 

After this, the coarfe flour and pollard, or bran, weighing 14 
pounds io ounces, was, out of curis^fity, dire(ied again, and re- 
> duped to fomething tt^ore than nine ponnds, leaving nothing 
but the plain bran ; this coarfe flqur being likewife made into 
dough, and baked, produced a loaf of bread, weighing about 13 
pounds eight ounces ; and the bread produced by this experiment 
waar a very good brown bread, though coarfe. 

/N. B. The miller faid, that the bran which remained, was worth 
about 4d. Ut thexountpy market.: 

From thefc experiments it certainly appeared, that the ftandard 
wheaten bread, made of flour,. dreiTed through 314 ihilling clothe 
is an exceeding good, wboleibiAe - and nutritious bread; much, 
fuperior to what is commonly ufed by the poorer clafles of. 
people in tnoft towns and cities,, and even than in the city of 
X^Qudont and far beyond what is ufed by the poor people in the 
country. 
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It.likewife appealed, thaf the llandard wheaten bread cannot be 
aicertained, without the concurrence of the miller and flciurmati, 
zs well as the baker. ^ ^ 

It yjccwife appeared, and waa proved, by the experience of the 
^entlHaen prefent, and confelTed by the millc^r who attended the 
experiments, that a greater proportion of the real produce of a 
bufhel of corn was. rendered applicable . to the purpofe of food, 
tlian any other way ; and ihe miller, in particular, faad, that he 
had not had occaiion to buy fo much corn, by one half, Ance the 
order of feilion; which had then continued from Michaelmas to 
Chtiilmas, to fupply the fame number of cuilomers, as he did 
before. 

It likewife appeared, that the baker, or even any poor perfon, 
might, hy the anillanceofa Aeve made of a i4ih llmg cloth, 
obtain a flour fit to make the ftandard wheaten bread, if they could 
but oblige, or prevail on the miller J^o ^rind the corn ; there 
no difficulty in the procefs. lndced. it likewife appeared, Upon 
enquiry, that the generality of the poorer fort of people, in that 
part of the kingdom, did, when they could, get their corn ground' 
at the grift mills, and then dreflld the whole through a cloth, or 
£eve, which did not divide, or repe;rate, above eight pounds of 
coarfe pollard and bian from the bufliel, and thus mnde a good 
brown bread ; and if the uie of hand-mills wer^ eftabliihed,^this 
would be more praftifed in the country. 

It likewife appeared, that any given quantity of flour did, in 
general, gain onc-fourih of its weight upon being made into' 
bread : fo that flour weighing three fourths of a bufhel of corn, 
%vill bake into exactly the weight of the whole bufliel ; and flour 
which weighs little more than half the bufhel of corn, will make 
into bread wliich will weigh three-fourths of the bnlhel i fup^ 
poflng, therefore, the bufhel of corn to weigh, as it may fairly be 
Hated to do, about fixty pound's, foriy^five pounds weight of flour 
will make juft fixty pounds weight pf bread ; and about thirty- 
four pounds weight of flour will m^ke juft forty-five pounds weight 
of bread ; and fo in proportion for any greater or^^lefs q'uantity, 
fuppofing the bread to be made of ftandard flour* that is, of flour 
being the whole produce of the corn. Thus too it appears, that 
ifa bufliel of corn weighs fixty pounds, and the price is forty 
•fhillings per quarter^ that is cxaftly one penny p^r pound ; and* 
if ftandard wheaten bread were then fold for one penny per pound* 
likewife, forty-five pounds weight of flour, made into bread, would 
€xa£Ily produce the value of the bufhel, or quarter of corn, with ti 
very confiderable profit to the miller and baker. ^ 

Upon the whole, the proceedings of the county of Devon and 
city of Exeter, followed fince by other counties, prove clearly, 
that iih times of fcarcity,’ or dearnefs of corn, it may be extremely 
proper for the Magiftrates to enforce the ufe oJF the ftandard 
w^heaten bread ; and that they Ihould be required in^ fiich caks, 
to enforce it ; but this cannot be enforced, without putting the 

p z millet 
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mUler, mealinan, and flourman, under proper regulations ; who^ 
fur want of it,, have ftood between tlie bounty of heaven and the 
poor confumcr ; nor is there the leaft doubt, but the lofc of the 
people, thereby, in food and treafurc, has been exceedingly ' 
The experiments as above related, and Hkewife to fhew, that tlie 
flour may be afc^rtalned, tend the bread made with very grea^ 
eafe and advancuge to private families, and with very fufficient 
profit and jcncouragcment both to nriillcr and baker; but that it 
is uiijuft to the baker, to leave him, as he is at prtfent, at the 
mercy of the miller, by a partial regulation ; and that the pro- 
vifions of the late Aft of Parliament cannot completely benefit 
the conl'umer, without ex ending them^ to the millLr, mealinan^, 
aad flourmaii, as well as fo the baker. 


«ii 

L, 

EXPERIMP^INTS and Observations on Flour and Bread, 
delivered to the Committee by Dr. Irving. 

TO grind wheat into flour with the greateft advantage, the 
mill-floiie fiioiild make about' fixty re vpl unions in a minute : if 
falter, the floaes acquire too much heat, and give a burnt talte to 
the meal: if /lower, a part of it adheres firmly to the bran of 
hufk, and cannot be feparated in ttie bolting* 

' FloUr, when kept fume time, evaporates a part of its molfiurc, 
becomes lefs adhefive and clammy, Iqofcs fomewhat of its agree- 
, able talle, and imbibes a greater portion of water in the making 
of it into dough ; the bread of it appears finootherin the cutting, 
whiter in the grain, dries fooner, and becomes more crumbly^j, 
than the bread of new Thefe reafons induce the baker 

to prefer old flour to new in the making of bread. 

The yell of porter does not laife bread fo pcrfeftly as that 
produced from fmali be-r; befldes, it is very bitter to the taftc ; 
the baker, therefore, in London, inftead of iifing a fufficient quan- 
tity of yeft from the leavening of his bread, mixes only a Imaif 
portion of it with flour and water, made to the confi lienee of a 
I'yrup, called Spunge ; wliich, when fermented, is added to the 
flour ; and being worked up together into dough, the whole mafs 
is fuftered to ferment. 

, ■ This method, however, of leavening the dough, Is by no means 
fo good as thap’n which ycail only is ufed ; as it gives the bread 
a four talle, frcqumtly perceptible in that of London. I find by 
experiment, pounds and half of flour kept a year in a dry 

place, requires two pounds of water to make it into dougb* 
and loofes in the baking into bread ten ounces ; but from the 
variable age, drynefs, and quality of the flour, with the indeter- 
minate idegrees of kneading and jpaking, it is iihpoffible to afeer- 

tain 
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tain the exadl proportion of water in all cafes j nor Is in any 
uniform proportion ever obferved by the bakers. ^ 

Flour made from*heatedor danjraged corn does not thoiou.jhly 
mix with water, fo as to form a perfect dough, unkfs a Imall poi> 
tion of alum be added. In this cafe the baker is induced lo ufe ' 
it ; as he may be likewife when the water with which he irukea 
the dough i’s very muddy ; alum having the pr'op'^irty of pijrifymg 
It. I find, however, by the expciimcnc of dilTolving,thl«.lalt f on|, 
bread and water, and adding to ihe folution an aJcali ( which 
would difeover the earth of alum by preclpitaiion) that the ba- 
kers in London very feldom ufe alum ; Inn fubitltiue hard pump 
vvatcr, with an extraordinary quantity of common fait ; whicji 
In forne meafure, aufwcr Fneir purpole, in the W'orking of da- 
in.iged flour. 

Flour or bread, freed of its fait, being burnt in a crucibk, 
leaves behind only a very fmal> portion of eart'' ; buf if cJialkj, 
Ume, whiting, honc,aihor any calcareous iubilaoct*, be mixed wiih 
either, thefe foreijn i.igrcdicnts will remain unconLiui.'il in me 
crucible, and ihc quautity may be perfectly aieert uned. 0 

The mixture of thele ingredients with lionr mny aifo 

be difeuvered, by a^Ming Ipirit of fait well dilu^ed v\.th war r; 
and their quantity known by preclpaaiion wish a hxt'alcab. 'I’iie 
following Experiments were made vvitii a view ot afccrLaiiung 
thtlc fails. 

EXPERIMENT ift. 

One pound of fine flour burnt in a crucible, left behind t went y- 
eight grains of earth ; of which niiiccccii were fdudy muttejf j the 
rciiiaiuder fuluble in an acid. 

E X P E R 1 M E N T 2d. . . 

One pound of bread of a quarts ra loaf, Preed'of its fait by v«alfe% 
and treated in the fame maimer, gave forty-three grains ; of which 
twenty-nine were fandy matter, the red foluble by^an acid. 

EXPERIMENT 3d. . . 

One pound of bread added to fpirit of fait, fufficiently diluted 
with diflilled w ater, gave fcarce any precipitation of earth, by ad-* 
ding a fixed alcali. 

From thefe and othtr chemical trials, fcveral times rcpeated,witb 
flour and bread procured in many parts of London and Weiiinui- 
fter, the refultwas nearly the fame ; except the coarfe flbu^and 
bread contained a few grains more of earthly matter. It evideiuly 
appears, therefore,, that no frauds were pradcifed in the abovp 
fample^. ' 

I'hc dcfedls of the London bpead focm to be owing to the fol- 
lowing caufes ; - ‘ ■ 

til. Tha? 
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ift., The ufe of old flour in preference to new* which gives the 
bread^a lefs favoury talle. 

2d. The employing fputige inflead of ycaft; which generally 
gives a four, unpalatable tafle to the bread. 

3d. Not kneading it (uffidently^ but| in place of that labour, 
iding too great quantity bf wateri which makes the btead heavy 
And unplemant. 

CHARLES IRVING. 
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The COMMITTEE appointed to examine the feveralLaws 
now in being relative to the Aifize of Bread* 

T he Committee appointed to examine the feveral laws noW 
in being relative to the ailiae of bread, ^nd lO report the 
fame, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Houle, have^ 
in obedience to the orders of this Houfe, examined all the law* 
jrefpedling the alfize of bread. . 

They have alfo (as far^as the Journals of the Houfe could af* 
ford them in format ion j examined the proceedings of this HoMio 
on this fubjedt. 

Your Committee have examined feveral evidences, from the 
foveral branches of this bufinefs the corn fadlor, the meal« 
man, and the baker. And, 

Your Committee do find, that from time immemorial, and in 
nil times, to the thirty-firll year of the reign of George the^ 
Second, there was in all aflize tables,, made under the law, a 
wheaten bread made of flour the* whole produce of the whear^ 
the faid flour weighing, at an average, three fourths of the weight 
of the wheat whereof it was made. 

Your Committee are informed, and do And, That fuch flour 
doth contain the whole nutrition or fuflenance of the wheat ; and 
that fuch is the befl medium flandard, and the mod proper, whicli 
can be introduced, for bread in common ufe* ^ 

That, in the thirty-firft year of th/ reign of George the Secollia 
an A£t pafled,. intituled, ^ An A£l for the due making of bread, 
^ and to regulate the price and aflize thereof, and to punifh 
perfons who fhall adulterate meal, flour, or bread ; wherein^ 
amongll other matters, it is direded, that, where an ailize flialt . 
be fet, no other foi t or forts of bread except the wheaten and 
houfehold, as fet in the tables annexed to the faid A£l, fhouldbe 
made or fold, under a penalty expseiled in the faid Adtt 

Whiqk 
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Which forlB of bread,, although there he no fpecific defer iptiort 
of thenr in the faid nor any filch defcription to be colledU'd 
from line faid. tables, are hoUen forth to us to be made by a divi- 
fion of the flour, (reprefen ting the whole wheat) into two parts; 
ihe wheatep^ bread intended by that Aft being fuppofed to be 
made of the finer half, and the household bread to be made of the 
coaffer half. 

That the wheafen bread made of the flour f re prefen ting the 
whi le of the wheat) which had from time linmemorial been fet 
and flood in .ill aflize tables heretofore made, and was the balls 
and ttatidard of all, was by this lafl mentioned Aft excluded and 
prohibited from being made and fold. 

, ^Your Committee do find that this Aft has never been, from the 
time of palling ihe faime, noi is at tins day, in actual operaiion, 
according 4o the true intent anrl meaning thereof : that the flour 
is not in faft lb divided, nor the bread I'o made as is deferibed : 
that very IrttJe houleliidd bread vvhatiocver is made: that no 
houfehold bread, fuch as is fupnufed and wa'^ intended by tlie 
Aft, i-i made : that the wheaten bread which Is made and fold, is 
pot the wheaten bread intended by tliat Adi. 

That in confeqi^nce of the old flaudard wheaten bread being 
excluded, while the law, dlrefting other forts to be made, is found 
not to operate in praftice, great confufions and many incon- 
veniences have arifen, and do exiit ; and amongfl others, the 
market hath been prevented from being fupplied, in times of 
fcarcity, with a bread made of fuch flour as the law permitted 
be imported, for that puipofo. 

That ytiur Committee; confidilring thefe confcquences anil 
tffefts of the quitting the old medium ftandard wheaten bread 
made as abi/ve deferibed, do find, that if that ftandard bread made 
of flour, .which is the whole produce of the wheat, the faid flour 
weighing, on ■ an average, three fourths of the weight of the 
wheat whereof it is made, was again iiun;Jiu’cd under cert;iiii 
teguia’iona and reftridlioiis, it would tend to prc\ent the faid con- 
iiifions, and to remedy the laid inconveniences : and your Com- 
mittee find, that the columns calculated for the wheaten bread,. in 
the now repealed aflize tyhl.s of the Aft of the 8th of Ann, 
would be thc'proper aflize for the faid thread; and will have this 
fuither bcnelir and advantage, that when wheat (the baker’s al- 
lowance included) is at leven fliillings the biillicl, the wheaten 
twelve-penny loaf of this ftandard bread would emUaiu 7 lb. 
7OZ. 3 dr, of bread, whereas tlic twdvc-pcnny wheaten loaf, ac- 
cording, fo the aflize of George the Second^ doth contain only 
6 lb. g i z. 4 dr. and fo in the like proportion. 

Alth*'U 2 ;h your Committee may -apprehend that, within the 
cities of i-iondou and Wcflminftcr, anti within the markets de- 
pendant upon, and counccled with the fame, fomc inconveniences 
might aru'e, if the m:u ill rate, whenever he Ihould direft this 
ftandard whcuteii bread lo Le made, and to ftt an alTize thereon, 
j • Ihould 



MPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, &c. 123 

Ihoulcl for the prefent be permitted to prohibit the wheatcn now in 
Aifc from beinvf made and fold, or omit to fet an afiize thereon ; 
yet they do uof find, that, when and where, in any other parts of 
the kingdom, the magiltrate fhall ict an aflize upon, and direfl 
this ilandard bread to be made, any inconvenience could atiie, if 
there was no afiize fet tor any bie^d of a fi :*r fort, nor any fiich 
permitted to be made without a licence. On the other hard, 
they find that, in order not to eninuicc the price of h ead upon 
any perfons who are uled, or fii uM be willing to be fupplied with 
bread or an infer. or and rh^ aper fort than the laid fiandard bread, 
the bakers lhad be fu liberty -to bake and fell tiie faid inferior fort, 
of bread, provided thev be reitr^ined by fevere penalties from 
fellin^^, at the p>ice or fiandard b^cad, any bread which (ball not 
come up to the lull llandard in os lumpofiiion. 

Upon the whole, your Commiitce came to the following refi)* 
jutions : 

ReJol<ued, 

That it 1*3 the opiniop of this Committee, that if the Magif- 
trates weie by law permi*^red (when and where they lhall think 
fit to fet an alfize on bread) to introduce again, under certain 
regulations and reftriflions, the old ilandard bread made of hour, 
which is the whole produce of the wheat, rbe faid flour weighing, 
on an average, three fourths of the weight of the wheat whereof 
it is made, it would tend to prrvent many inconveniences which 
have arilen in ihe afiize and making of bread for Tale. 

Rejoiced, 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the columns cal- 
culated for the wheaten bread, in the now repealed tables of the 
didi of the 8'h of Qneen Anne, intituled, “An AS. to regulate 

the Price and Aflize of Bica’d,” would be the proper alfize for 
faid ftandard wheatcii bread : and that the twelve-penny loaf of 
this ftandard wheaten bread, containing the whole flour of the 
wheat (the faid flour weighing, 011 an average, three fourths of the 
wci;;h: of the faid wheat) would, upon a medium, contain one 
pound of breal in eight more than ihe twelve-'penny loaf of the 
prefcrit wheaten bread made under the Adtof ciie 31ft of Gsorge 
tfle Second. 


FIRST 
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to he /riri,u zC‘h N • // r 

The SRLECl' COMMrrTKE appointed to t:».ke into 
Conrideration the pitfcnt higli i^ricc of Com, and to col- 
lect Evidc’iC'j relative thcicto, and to rej)or. the fhme, 
I’rom rime io ti?TiP, as it appear to thciiij to the Houle, 
■with tirir C*LCivation5 thcrcu])oii j 

aR'OCEEI)l‘"D, in the fi-il infcance, to confidcr fiich infor- 
nia^i ;n as h id heea already colled^cd conc^rinriir ih.* Ih-ne. 
They examiiu.l, hn- this piirpofe, the minutes of the c' idenre 
taken before the L',rds of his M ijcilyhs Privy Council, this 
fubjed. 'i'll V r^eei' ed from Sir J')hii SiiKltiii , one of die hldu- 
bcri of the Committee, the fubibuicc of lucli accounts of tiui 
ft ite of the late ciop of j',r lin, as the concfpc/ idcnce of the boa' cl 
of Agrieulcarc h.ad enabled liioin, at the p.ef nt pc«‘iod, to coU 
Ic^l. 'Pliry I'ertlur the o.)porriiiiiiy c 1 receiving from maiy 
of their ineii'.b.'vr: a lULtaiient of la^ls wirhin tiicir own kn wlciige, 
or c 'inmUiiieated by leipuLiable* auihoriLjL’s> from their ci:iicr..nt 
ccentic:^. 

'riir/nsve received alfo fr^'^ni hii MajcHy’s Ihinclp'd 
of State f r the Horae Departiacnt, incli returns as had iKen 
hiiheito ir. do to the ciicalar letter wri’ten by him, by Isis 
MajHly’s con m.jnd, to the Cujhdcs R tuhn'um an-.! Slien'lfs 
Bepiue ill T'"n j aid and Scotland, deiiiing them to obtain meet- 
ings oF the Urates lor the pmpefe of procuring «n acc' unt 
of the date of the 1 le crop: hue ihele leturns are not as yet luf» 
ficicMitly iiumcions or complete to lead to any precife conciu!;on. 

On tile wiit’Je, henyever, the geneial infunnation deiivrd from 
the fourc s abov'e-tri( lUioned latisfied your Committee, that the 
crop of ivchtr f r's of grain than wheat has been upon the whole 
ahuiiJant; bat that the produce of wheat has proved fo far de- 
ficjcnt, as lo r« cruVe the mioprion of the fpecdieil and rrofl: ef- 
'fcvtaal r',e'iflme‘> idr he icmcdy or alleviation of fo g’. cat an evil. 
They were iherdure of o^^inion, that they fiiuuld bell perrorm 

their 
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their duty by direcling their immediate attention to the confidcra- 
tion of fucli mcafares ; and have, on that account, deferred fv>r 
the prcl’-nt purfuing a detailed enquiry into the exaid amount of 
fuen deficiency; but they p op.»fc to report the fame more parti- 
cularly to the Moufe, when they fliall have* received fuch further 
information as may enable them to colleft more fully the general 
opiai n, upon a point which th.y are f nfiblc it is iuipofSblc at 
any Mme to afeertain vviih any great ‘rgree of accuracy. 

The firil; and molt obvious mode of iupplying ihi‘< deficiency 
is, the importation of grain from foreign parts— -and f>r the pur- 
pofe of forming an opinion as t > what may be the prfTpeil of 
fupply from thcnc-*, and the moft expedient in - ans to be adopted 
for pi ©curing it, your Commit* cc procectkcl to examine fu di per- 
f >iis, from whofe knowledge and exp: ricncc in the ti‘a.]c of corn 
they could expc6l the beft; information. It appeared from their 
concuirctU tellimony, that, though the crop of wh^at in th* 
United States of America, and in the countries bouLTing upon 
the McJitei lanean, was reprefented as abundant; and in the 
iiorthcinand cuHcrn parts of Europe astiot materially deficient; 
yet, as the old llocic was much exhaufud, and the demand 
great, the pi ice, accordiri'r to the laft advices, W'as every wliere 
uncomniuiily high. Bur, though there was upc n this point fome 
dillerence of opinion, it appeared upon the wIkI '^ very doubtful 
whcilier <'i fupply to any c.-nfiderablc c-'tent could be depended 
upon from fcieign parts, wnatever nieaiu' cs might be avlopted. 
Yorr Coinirditrc nrxl proceeded to enquire wliat meafires, in the 
j'ulgmei t of tliefe perfons, alFoHcd the bell pndiability of ob- 
taining fuch a f.jpply. Th(:y thought it r'gh*- 'c bring diftin(5lly 
under lite r confideraiion the altcnaiivc of leaving the whole care 
of fuch p irchafcs to the executive government, who would (it was 
conce ved) be in fuch cafe the only pnrch ifefs, and be publickly 
known to be fo, or c f leaving the fume to the fpccuhuion of in- 
diviJual rn.' ichants, encouraged by a liberal bounty or importa- 
li n, and by a public declaiation on the part ol g- vernment (as 
foon as fuch declaration fhall be prafllcabl ) of the quantity 
which rhey may then have at tbeV difpofil in confcqucncc of for-, 
mer o-ders, and of thcii intenthm to give no fiirther orders for 
the purchafe of com, and to fell what may have been procured 
, in limited quantities, and at tiie niirkct piicc. It appeared to 
your Committee to be the prepon icrant ojv’nion urn ngfl thofe 
perfons to whom this alternative was (hired, that, upon the whole* 
the rcllon.tion of fhe trade in Corn to ius natural channel, with 
the additional encouragement of a bounty, was the moft eligible 
mode of endeavouring to procure from' parts iuch fup- 

plies as t'H^fe m rkets migtit be found able to fumiih. Your* 
commit tee were furtiier conhrined in this o/inion by the infor- 
matioa they icccivcd from fome of their mcrih* rs, that there vvere 
merchants who had flated to them r^aJinefs, under thofe 

circumftance?, to engage in fpcculations to a large extent. Af- 

q 2 ter 
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ter a fall confideration and difculHon of this important point, 
your Committee were cjf opinion, That it was expedient for 
die executive goveinment to delill from making any further pur- 
chafes of corn ; and ihn a bounty fhould be granted upon the 
importation of certain forts of grain into this country, for the 
encouragement of private fpecn^ation.” 

Your Committee next proceeded to the coniideration of the 
amount and diilribution of fuch-bounty. They had been inform- 
ed that, from the abundance of the crop of wheat in the countries 
bordermg upon the Mediterranean, there might be a confider- 
able diipofal furplus in tliufe markets ; but that, from the high 
price ( f freii;ht and infu ranee from thofe ports, and from the 
difficulty of procuring (hipping to go thither in ballad, a larger 
bounty would be required t ^ encourage private fpeculation in that 
qua? ter than in any other ; they were therefore of opinion, that a. 
bounty of twenty /hillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty 
per barrel, Ihould be given on any number of quarters of wheat, 
vtreigbing not lefs than 4401b. avoirdupois, or on any number of 
barrels of flour, weighing not lefs than 1961b. avoirdupois, which' 
fhall be imported into Great Britain, from any port of Europe 
fouth of Cape^ Finiderre,. or from any port in the Mediterranean, 
or in Africa,, before the 3 id day of Augud, 1796, until the 
quantity of fiich wheat and* dour,, taken together, iliall equal 
3»o,ooo quarters. 

They were further fatisfied, upon the* bed information they 
could colled, that" from the other parts of Europe, and fronV 
America, a bounty of 155. per quarter upon a certain quantity of 
wheat, and of xoz.per quarter upon ail exceeding it, would be* 
fufficient to give a fair chance of procuring for tlieBritifh mar- 
kets a large proportion of whatever fupply thofe countries might 
be expeded to furiudi beyond their own confumption : and they 
were therefore of opinion, that a bounty of fifteen (hillings 
quarter, and a proportional bo on ty/>rr barrel, ihould be given on 
any number of quarters of wheat, weighing not lefs than 196 lb. 
avoirdupois, which ihall be imported from all other parts of Eu- 
rope, before the 31ft day of Augud, 1796, until the quantity of 
’ fuch wheat and dour, taken together, ffiall equal 500,000 quar- 
ters. Your Committee were alfo of opinion, that a bounty of 
fifteen ihillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty per barrel, 
fhould be given on any number of quarters of wheat, weighing not 
left than 4401b. avoirdupois, or on any number of barrels of 
flour,^ weighing not lefs than 196 lb. avoirdupois, which ihall be 
imported from any of his M^edy’s colonies in America, or from 
the United States, before the 31ft of Augud, 1796; until the 
quantity of fuch wheat and dour, taken together, (hall equal 
500,000 quarters. Your Committee were alio of opinion, that 
4 bounty of ten ihillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty 
per barrel, Ihould be given on any number of quarters of wheat, 
weighing not lefs than 4401b*' avoirdupois,^ or on any number of 

barrels 
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barrels of flour, weighing not lefs than i961i>. avoirJnpo'S^’ 
which fhall be imported jrtto Great Britain before the 3 ill day 
of Augiift, i 7<;6, and on which none of the btiore-mcaiioncd 
bouniies ihall liave been paid. 

Your Committee being convinced that if a confidcrahle quantity 
of Indi.in corn could be obtained (which from the abundance of 
that crop appeared not impri bable) it would afford a mate- 
rial relief, were alfo of opinion, that a bounty of five fliillinga 
per qu?j ter, and a proportior.al bounty per barrel, fhould be git'en 
oil any number of quarters r f Indian corn, or on any number of 
barrels of Indian meal, which ihall be imported into Great 15 ii- 
biiri IxTorc the 3’U day of Augufl, 1796, until the quantity of 
fiich Indian coni ar.d meal, taken together, (hall equal i;oo,ooff 
quarters. Y lur Comniiticc were alfo of opinion, that a bounty of 
thicc fhilllngs per quarter, and a propoitioiial bounty per barrel, 
fhouid be given on any numb/t of q.jartcrs of Indian corn, or 
on any number f f b 'rrels uf Indian mcaJ, which fliall be imported 
into Great Britaiii before the 3 ill day of Auguft, 1796 j and an' 
which rfie before-mentioned bountv fnall not have been paid. 

Vohr Committee have fomc reafou to believe, that thc;e may* 
appear fuch a dcfiCTiicy in the crop cf rye, as may lead to the 
application of iimilnr incafures for the enc >uragem'Mit of the im-p 
portatiun of that fpecies of gram, as have been recorj mended re- 
fpc^ling wheat f but they do not yet confidei their informaiioa 
tipon that point as iufiicient to authorize them, at the prefent 
momciir, to report any op!ni(/n to that effett. 

Your Committee have thought it incumbent upon thern^ hum- 
bly to fu jgeft fuch incafures as have hitherto appeared, in theif 
judgment, the niofl likely to facilitate the procuring, without lofs 
of time, in the leull » xctpiioiu’ble manner, and on the leaf! unrea- 
fonable lenna, the la/geil fupply of grain from foreign parts,- 
which, in the prefent iclutive Rate of the markets, they. can be 
expelled uo afford, it was piriiciilarly with a view to expedition 
that they have fuggefted the propoled plan of arranging the bounty^ 
But they feel it at ih. fame time their indifpenfible dutyex- 
prefsly to ftate, that they ate far from entertaining an opinio* 
that any fupply by importation can b^- depended upon to fuch aa 
amount as 10 remove the neceffity of recurring to every other 
pradtlcablc and reafonablc mode by which the prefent fcarcit/ 
may be relieved ; and particularly of attending to ftriiSi ocono^ 
my in the confumption of wheat and flour, and of promoting the 
fubftiuuion, to a certain extent, of other articles of food. 

They intend to proceed immediately to the confideration of 
thefeand of (/ther parts of this rxtenfive and impt^rlant fuhjcSj 
and will, with the permiffion of the Houfe, repprt. from time to 
time, fucli opinions as they may tie enabled to form thcrci^li. 
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^jk/kCCQUNToF the Total Net Ptodoee paid into the £*- 
of Ae Doties of Caftoms m England and Scotland » 
^'Aiftingolihioj^ (as far as poffihle) the Produce of every feparate 
^ the Duties on which (hall have amounecid to ,ooo> 

or Otoire; in the Four Quarters ending the loth Day of 
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SPSClES of GOODS. 
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Net producpp fub]e£l to the 
Paymcats of Bounties 
und Management. 
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9 
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9 

z 
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4 

3 
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11 

4 

11,101 

7 

7 

i >744 

*3 

... 

4 » 33 fi 

3*7 

81 

1,903 
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12 

8»- 

1,089 

*7 

72 
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3 

9 
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12 

e 
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4 

a 
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z6 

3 

8,179 

8 

*1 
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17 
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42 
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6 

4 
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1 
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2 

10 
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6 

Si 

43 

12 

3 
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IS 
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»>745 
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»3 
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12 
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10,699 
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5 

4 

id 

8 
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7 .M* 
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6 
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$P^C1£S of GOODS. 


f Almonds, Jordan • 

— 1— not Jordan 
Annjftcd • 

Citinoimon • 

Clo\c| 

Coco^ • • 

Coffee • • 

Currants • 

> IfS . 

Ginger • 

. Mace I 

^ ! Nutmegs • 

g S Pfpper 

I Pimento • 

Prunes ^ 
rDcnu 

g I Lexia • 

3 J Lipari • 

jS Ismjina % 

L Solis • 

Rice • 

bago • • 

Sugar, Brown 
ea • 

Hair, H irfe • 

— — Human 
H a , Clap f • 

— — btiaw • 

Hemp, Rough * 

liidi ui • 

Loili 

Hides, Ox or Cow 
Incle, Wrou • • 

Iron, Bar • 

Call 

Kelp . « . 

(^Qamhricks • 

Cinvas, HefTens 
— -bpruce • 

Damk. Tabg. Sila» 

Dnper Napk. Sila. 

Drilling • 

Germany, Narrow • ^ 

Lawns Sila. not Holland, Whited^ 
' Broad, above afti 
— — f above 31 i 
■ M above 36 
Narrow 

, 1 owcUg. and Ndpkg. 
Maimfadtured Articles oi India 
|idat«, Rufiu • 


Net prodace, fubjea to tlif 
paynif Ati^ of Bounties a^d 
Btooagemei^t. 


4f777 

1,308 

S«$ *3 ^ 


3)«7^5 

91,940 

5,1*5 

4*174 

irSy 

651 

08,143 

aj,387 

4 4*7 
31**943 

4»7»3 

1*070 

XAtfZtA 

44^ 

»**47 

x,e;9 

267 

85*404 

6,3,7 

\% 

105,684 

n« 

i*® 

.854 

**»*»♦ 

*».375 

».>i75 

8*7 

3>m 

**,«*; 

а, o6| 

б, 7,3 
4*W« 

liS 

l,tO| 


1 :! 


i $ 

iff 

jw si 

I r 

i ^ 

5 

II ® 

4 * 

tii 4 ' 
17 r 
*7 *♦ ‘ 

i *64 

» f 

s 

i »* 

4 5 . 

•j ^ 

*3 M 
H ^4 

83 84 

'i ^ 
■T Sf 
4 I 
'A 

tt %’*• 

3 f. 
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' ^recedinj^ Account continued. 


SPECIES of GOODS. 


Oily Ordinary 

Sail ad • 

——Train • 

Paper 

Pifturcs , 

2 rCaHIcocs 
g ’-a V Mtiflins * 
Nankeens 
^*0 1 Prohibited 
Salt Pctre 

Sc^'dsy Clover • 

SiicUs Motlier of Pearl 
** rHaw 

1 Bengal, Raw 
g 1 China, Raw 
Thrown . 

jjTBear, Black 
Beaver • 

Calf, Undrefled 
Tanned • 

Deer, in Hair 
j. } Fox, Ordinary 
S d Goat, Tanned 
» KW, UndMfled 
Martin • 

Mink . • 

Otter • 

Raccoon • 

Seal • 

tWolf 
Snuff • 

Spirits, Brandy • 

Geneva • 

Rum • 

Stones, Blocks of Marble 
" Tar 

Thread, Sifters 
Tobacen , • 

Tow J • • 

IVax, Bees . . 

^ Cflfisry • “ 

I French • 

Madeira • 

Portugal 
Rhenifli 

L Spantlh • 

Wood, Balks 
■ Batte-^s 

mitmm II I Boards, Paling 


^ii 


Net Produce, fubjeft to the 
Payments ot Bounties and 
Managements. 


? 3 . 7»7 

3 

71: 

a, 4 Go 

15 

5 

796 

13 

9 s 


16 

» ir 

?»348 

8 

4 . 

33.689 

19 

8 r 

90 »S 59 

4 

9 t 

«. 7 a 3 

13 

7 T 

?6,42I 

xo 


883 

tS 

9 

1,029 

7 

io \ 

02,456 

j8 

— ? 

73,811 

>5 

a 

i 4 » 3 i» 

— 

10 

joi,988 

'3 

— 


X 


9»3 

9 

— i 


*5 

— 

3 ^ 

2 

““ 2 ' 

3 ,« 7 » 

1 


41X 

H 


622 

>5 


^370 

>S 

9 l, 

»73 

16 

— £ 

92 

10 

Ji 

321 

*9 


734 

a 

3 

39 X 

14 

10 


tx 


14,278 

— 

7 l 

31,61a 

— 

xo^ 

596 

5 »^ 5 ^ 

3 

5 

8 

si 

793 

12 

— 

*42,494 

3 

— • 

a »334 

3 

9 . 

5,008 

3 

iii- 

7405 

7 

9 j: 

1,326 

5 

5 ,, 

11,107 

6 

44 ’ 

10,208 

z8 

W 

429,936 

8 

7 i 


6 

3 . 

* 7>539 

6 

2-i- 

3 500 

9*789 

*9 

9 

3 t 

x,i66 

9 

3 


BuardSj 


I! 
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I^tecedin^ Account continued. 


SPECIES of GOODS. 


Net Produce, fubjedl to the 
Payments o> Bounties and 
Mana^^emcnlb. 


^Boards, Stale 

Wa.iifcot 

Dea's 

— — Ends 
• Lath Wood 

*3 Malls * 

g Plank, Oak 

Staves 
Tim her. Fir 

' Oak 

Ufers 

^ Wa>ifcot Logs 
Yarn, Mohair ♦ < 

r 'Vlluna • 

Coals 
• • ! Indigo 


! indigo 
t| J Lead 

^ I Skins, Beaver « • 

3 Tin • 

VOtIher Subiidies « • 

Coals • ^ « 

•g i I Corn • • 

S ^ I Stones and Slates • 

^c3 (.Wine • • 

|lemitced fVom the Plantations • 

— — from the JnfpeCtor of Corn | 
Returns ’ • » • 3 

IF" ■ froxn Mr. Needham, Re« 7 
ceiver of Fines and Forfeitures • 3 

— from Mr. Williams, 'for 7 

Wines fold by the Excife . 3 

Received from the Receivers General 1 
of the Counties, on Account of Win- * > 
dow Money 1 ' • *3 

^Piodttce of condemned Tobacco • • 

^•ndry Small Articles . • « 

Total £. 


9S0 
212 
I3M23 
4,203 
2,665 
6,113 
4 i 574 
8>774 
61,471 
S67 
I 617 . 

*f'*73 

1,326 


7 xioi- 
18 7i 
17 5 -1- 

I it>^ 


*>944 

22 

7 

92,902 

t 


6,861 

*5 

SI 

3 o>oi 4 

— 

*1 

4>350 

6 

‘ 5 

2,8c6 

6 


4 > 96 S 



>6*584 

18 

7i 

616,811 

8 

9 

2,720 

16 

2 

26,278 

12 

6 

S72 

28 

>0t 

22,056 

3 

55 ^ 

2 

9 

*.455 

6 



4 

5 

206,324 

8 

2 

" *,*67 

*2 

3 

i6o,2::;6 

4 


4 i 749 . 4«4 

*3 

8 


CnARCS 




JO ^c»o*0 



( **3 ) 


An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce paid into the Ex- 
chequer^ of the Duties ariilng from the STAMP REVENUE, 
that have amounted to £. i,ocx> or more, in the Four Quar- 
ters ended the loth of OSaher^ <795* 





d. 

Confolidated Duties — 


: 743 ,o $4 II 

1 

Infurance — — 

— 

129,389 11 


Burials, &c. — — 

_ 

3,068 IS 

6 

Hats — — 

— 

6,168 13 

9 

Plate . ■ - — — . 


25,286 12 

s 

Poll Horfe Duty, &c. — 


193*586 6 

2 

Medicine — *» — 

— 

11,820 8 

7 

Game — — — ^ 


40,425 12 

3 

Attornier — — 


25*639 >9 

z 

Pawnbrokers — ~ 

— 

3>892 16 

Tt 

Perfumery — — 


2.7.H#- 


Scotch Judges — 


1 . 5*7 *0 

9 

Additional Game^ 1791 


10,023 9 

z 

Bills of Exchange —a 

— 

124,151 2 

to 

Receipts, 1791 -i— 

“ 

42,758 6 

i 

Attornies^ 1794 — 

— 

16.195 *3 

4 

Hair Powder Certificates, 1795 

$ 

iS 7><^85 ijl 

•—* 

Additional Stamps, 1 795 


8,715 *5 

i 

Receipts, 1795 — 

— 

0 

1 

— 

Sea Policies, 1795 


-ai 

Apprentice Duty ■■■■— 


6,140 — 

3 

j 

L 

1,609,906 19 

J 


Stamp Office, 

Aw. 5th, i795« 

HOST. THOMPSON, ^ Compti 







( j4 ) 

An ACCOMPT of the Total Produce of the Duties bf 
CUSTOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS, 
irefpeftivelv, for One Year, ended the loth Day of OSiober 
1795 ; diftinguifliing (as far as pof&ble) in each Branch, 
the Produce on every feparate Article, the Duties on 
wliich have amounted to One Thousand Pounds, or 
more, in the Four Quarters of the faid Year; viz. 


The Total Produce of the Duties of Cudoms 
for One Year, ended the loth Day of 
Odober 1795, as /nr Accompt (A.) 
Ditto of the Excife for One Year, ended 
Ditto (exdufive of 586,839. izs, the 
Produce of the Annual Malt Duties) as 
Acconipt (B) - . - 

"Dltloolf the Stamp Duties ibr One Year, 

. eBdj|d Ditto, as fer Accompt (C) 

Ditto of Incidents at the Receipt of the 
Eacheoaer for One Year, ended Dkto, 
as per Accon^t (D.) « . - 


3,4*2,255 6 8| 


8 » 739 >oi 3 II 9 l 
1,609,906 19 


i»940>33i 13 — f 


i5»7oi^507 !• it> 


^Memorandum, 

To the above Sum of ;^'.3,4ia,a55. 6/. the Produce of 
die Duties of Cuftoms, ihould be added ;^\i 12,918. i8r. 4//. 
the Amount of the Payments in the feveral Ports for Bounties for 
mifing Seamen^purfuant to Ads of the 35th of the King. 

Memorandum, 

; In the Som of /".i, 940, 331. ly, — JV. ffiated as the Amount 
of Inddests at the Exchequer, is included ^.24,175. 12/. zd, 
beingtbe Amount of Impress and other Monies paid within the 
i above Period, 

Prefented, purfuant to an Ad of the 27th Year of his prefent 
j, Majeft/’s Reign, the loth D*y of November 17915, 

GEORGE ROSE; 


A*. 



( } 


An ACCOUNT of the Totarl Produce psdd into the Exchequer 
of the Duties under the Head of INCIDENTS ; dlftinguini-* 
ing (as far as polfible) in each Branch, the Produce oh every 
feparate Article, the Duties on which Ihall have amounted to' 
One thoufand Founds, or more, in the Four Quarters ended 
the loth O^oAerp 179$* « 


Letter Money per Week — 

Salt 

Seizures — ■ ■ 

Letter Money, 1760 

6d Dedudlton on Pen (ions — 

1 Sh. D® — on Salaries - ■■■ 

Houfes and Windows, 1766 — - 

Inhabited Houfes, 1779 

Hawkers and Pedlars ~ — 

Hackney Coaches and Chain ~ 
— — 1784 

Male Servants, 1785 ■ * ■ — 

£.10 per Cent. — — 

Firft Friiiu — — 

Tenths — ■ 

Horfss ■ — 

4 Wheeled Carriages , — 

2 Wheeled D8 . 

Aheuation Duty — — — 


The Produce of Duties under/*, i.ooo with- 
in the fame Period, amounts to 


156.000 

388.361 

30,817 

269,029 

41,626 

31,990 

33^*505 

I44.2C»3 

2.749 

11.000 
12,800 
»7.6 i8 
94^4*5 

4.305 

9.959 

I io,S6o 
148,021 

36,455 

1^924 


2z| 

18 1 

17 5, 

*5 H 

*9 4t 

18 10 ' 

*7 9f 
5 

3 if 

I I IT 

tz li 
— 

9 ft 


*»9>3i645 6 ti 

2.5 >• *4 9I 


1,916,156 — loj'. 


Money' 


t 


( 126 ) 


Money paid by Thomas Lumley, Ibr Money 
over received by him on an Annuity 

{ ranted in 1746 

by Charles Long^ £fq« for Intered on 
i87>ooo for Annuities — 

S® by John Charitofli late Agent to a 

Corps of Invalids 

DO by MiffC. FJudyer, Maitland, and C°, 
on Account of Cloathmg fold fot the 

Vft of the Public 

Do j^Q D® 

D<^ by Charles Goddard, Efq. Agent for 
Upper Canada, to the 31ft Dec 1793 
P^by William Bradfhaw Clinton, on ac-l 
Odttnt of an Annuity granted in 1746^ 
bf’^^ney repaid by the nght hon. Sir 
filjiot, late Trdafurcr of the Navy 
ty John Dailey, Efq; Secretary to the 
Coiotniffioners appointed for enquiring 
into the Emoluments- of the Officers of 
^e Cttftoms ■■■■ ■ ■ — 

by i^braham D*Aubant, Efq. late Chief 
£ti|;UicCr in North America 


£• 


ds 


25 _ — 
8,0^3 13 II 
371 — 

7,000 — — 
5,706 — 6 

M53 16 ~ 

30 

216 2 1 

13 ~ gi 
297 18 Ilf 


s Ejfchequer, the 6th 
Pay Bf Nwmbir^ i 795 * 


i- 


24,175 12 2 


»» 940 > 33 > > 3—1 


£xd. 49 * 

GRENVILLE. 









